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ABTICLK     I. 

SucceiftfUl  Removal  of  an  Ovarian  Tumor  of  Eighteen  Pounds. 

DY    K.   8.   COOPER,    A.M.,    M.D. 

p.   f..—  w  ,.f  .\t,.t''n»y  aimI  Surgery  in  ilin  Mediral  DciMrtment  «»f  the  Unlvcnlty  of  the  Pacific, 

San  I'ruuiiini,  Califumia. 

'  '"•« — Miss  M.  F.,  agc<l  24,  had  been  aHlictcd  with  an  ovarian  tumor 

T'.V'.  y..ir^  piii^rto  my  being  eousultcii.     Her  general  health  was  good 

■i'l'irjL:  ill"  !ir>t  year  of  this  period,  but  during  the  last  she  suffered 

Ui-.-  }i  :i->m  {'ciiii''.  in  the  abdomen,  indigestion,  and  flatidence';  other- 

■»\  -' .  was  vi;;«ir«»n.s.     Tliese  symptoms  were  increasing  when  I  first 

- ».«  !.• ".     Ilaviii:;  de«.*i«li'd  to  remove  the  tumor,  I  gave  her  a  pint  of 

'.-  'r  --  mill  ii.'pTJ  in  tWiMitv-four  houi*s,  and  admiuii>tered  a  mild  laxa- 

•     .   :  ,..  ••v-iiin:^   U'fore  tlie  day  appointed  for  the  operation.     Every 

•N     J"  ••••iii:;  ri':ily,  she  wtt.«  placed  upon  her  back  on  a  solid  table,  and 

I.     '  ■•  -'in  jivMii. 

ttyrif'.n. — All  inrisioii  about  nine  inches  long  was  made,  com- 

*!_'  ii«  ai  rlif  symphysis  pubis,  and  passing  upward  a  little  to  the 

•     ■'  •!.  •  lini'a  alba.     The  tumor  was  readily  exposed,  and  was  found 

■  •  r- :it  t"  surpiuutling  parts  in  several  places,  though  implicating 

.     ii-  (ill.-  li'l't)  of  the  ovaries.     Its  attachments  to  the  intestines, 

•  ■  :  t  j»n,   «'ic..    were   readily    separateil   by  the  fingers,  but  the  dis- 

';    r-i    l»k-cd     fr«»m    the   surfaces  thus  made  was  so    persistent 

:...*  1    iir'   ii-i  assistants  to  compress  them    between  the  fingers  and 

•:  i.rr      i'liiiti:    ih<*     subscipient    steps  of  the    operation.      All    the 

:!.'-  -i    iittachm«*iit  of   the   tumor  U^ing  exposeil,   its   pedicle  was 

:■■  1.1.1  i»   t*?  composed    principally   of   a    collection  of  vessels,   sur- 

;    iv  i«  i  tv  «iense  Hbruus  sheaths.      The  vessels  I  conclude*!  would 

IV.  —  1. 
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be  very  difficult  to  isolate  and  tie  after  their  division,  and  that 
it  would  bo  impossible  to  do  so  without  the  escape  of  more  or  less 
blood  into  the  abdominal  cavity;  and  finding  the  whole  mass  too 
elastic  and  firm  to  be  compressible  by  a  single  ligature  thrown  around 
it,  I  transfixed  it  at  various  points  with  a  needle  armed  with 
a  strong  ligature,  which  was  then  drawn  tightly  and  tied,  afler 
which  the  substance  was  divided  and  the  tumor  removed.  No  hccmor- 
rhage  occurred  after  the  division  of  the  vessels,  and  the  wound  was 
then  dressed.  During  the  night  after  the  operation  the  patient,  in 
vomiting  from  the  effects  of  the  chloroform,  broke  one  of  the  stitches 
used  in  dressing  the  wound,  and  forced  a  portion  of  the  omentum  out, 
which  had  remained  for  four  or  five  hours  before  it  was  discovered, 
and  become  purple,  its  vessels  being  strangulated  in  fact.  It  was 
returned,  however,  with  much  care,  and  did  not  prevent  recovery. 
A  small  abscess,  however,  was  afterwards  formed  at  that  point, 
and  discharged  a  considerable  amount  of  pus.  No  other  unto- 
ward circumstance  occurred,  and  the  patient  recovered  completely  in 
about  two  months.  The  ligature  did  not  come  away  for  over  four 
months,  and  some  time  after  the  patient  had  resumed  her  usual  duties. 
The  above  is  the  third  case  I  have  operated  upon  in  this  city,  and 
the  only  one  that  recovered ;  which,  in  a  statistical  point  of  view,  is 
worth  mentioning.  One  of  the  others  died  of  internal  hajmorrhage  in 
seven  hours,  and  the  other  by  shock  to  the  nervous  system  in  four 
hours  after  the  operation.  In  neither  of  these  cases  were  there  any 
extensive  adhesions.  All  were  favorable  for  operation,  and  had  the 
same  precautions  to  prevent  haemorrhage  been  used  in  the  Brst  as 
was  in  the  last  operation,  my  opinion  is  the  patient  would  have  re<;ov- 
ered.     Her  ago  was  forty,  the  other  thirty-five. 


•  • 


ABTICLEII. 

Pneumonia,  and   its  Incidental   Complioations. 

BY    A.   P.    DUTCUER,    M.D. 
Rnoa  Valloy,  Lavrrcnco  CSounty,  Pcnnsylrania. 

Pneumonia,  plouro  and  broncho-pneumonia  are  almost  annual  visi- 
tors of  the  valley  of  Little  Beaver.  Tliey  usually  make  their  appear- 
ance about  the  first  of  February,  and  continue  until  May.  This 
season  they  have  been  veiy  prevalent,  amounting  almost  to  an  epidemic. 
Few  families  have  escaped  altogether.  In  some  instances,  every 
member  of  the  family  has  had  either  one  or  the  other  fonn  of  the 
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disease.     Simple  pneumonia  was  confined  mostly  to  adults,  pleuro- 
and  broncho- pneumonia  to  infants  and  persons  in  middle  life. 

The  symptoms  of  simple  pneumonia  presented  but  little  variation. 
Tho  disease  was  gancrallj  ushered  in  by  a  chill,  which  was  soon 
followed  by  fever,  flushed  face,  headache,  and  other  signs  of  local  do- 
termination  of  blood.  Unless  the  case  was  complicated  with  pleurisy, 
tliere  was  not  much  pain  in  the  chest ;  but  from  the  very  beginning  of 
the  attack  the  patient  complained  of  a  deep  seated  feeling  of  heat  and 
weight  rather  than  pain.  The  respirations  were  always  hurried, 
fireqnently  amounting  to  as  many  as  fifty  in  a  minute.  In  some  cases 
dyspnoea  was  very  urgent,  compelling  the  patient  to  lie  on  his  back, 
with  his  shoulders  very  much  elevated.  The  pulse  was  very  frequent, 
leldom  less  than  a  hundred  in  a  minute,  and  sometimes  a  hundred  and 
fifty,  but  always  soft.  The  cough  was  a  very  urgent  symptom  from 
the  commencement.  For  the  first  two  days  there  was  but  little  expec- 
toration ;  but  as  the  disease  advanced  it  increased  and  became  very 
abandant.  At  first  it  would  be  nothing  but  thin,  glairy  mucns, 
streaked  with  blooil ;  by  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  rusty,  semi-transpa- 
rent, tenacious  and  coherent.  The  fever  was  of  a  low  grade  ;  hence, 
the  thirst  was  moderate,  the  tongue  not  much  furred,  the  urine  scanty 
and  high  colored,  the  bowels  costive,  the  brain  not  very  irritable,  and 
the  patient  seldom  delirious. 

If  the  disease  was  not  complicated,  the  physical  signs  were  very 
pronounced.  Dullness  on  percussion,  and  crepitation  on  auscultation. 
The  dii»ease  was,  in  every  instance  but  one,  confined  to  one  lung,  and 
most  frequently  the  right.  Crepitation  and  dullness  were  generally 
rircomicribeii  —  confined  mostly  to  the  base  of  the  lung.  When 
crepitation  was  heard  at  the  apex  —  that  is,  at  the  scapula*  or  under 
:hc  clavical, — the  disease  was  more  stevere  and  the  case  much  more 
difficalt  to  manage. 

In  pb»uro-pneumonia  the  general  symptoms  differed  but  little  from 
ihof^  alrea«ly  described,  with  the  exception  of  a  sharp  cutting  pain  in 
tlks  title,  resisting  every  act  of  inspiration,  making  the  act  of  coughing 
and  »k<?p  breathing  almost  impossible.  The  physical  signs  were 
markt^l,  and  could  not  be  mistaken.  At  first  the  crepitation  would  be 
iiftin'i't,  but  as  the  disease  progressed  it  would  become  indistinct, 
wLtIo  dullness  on  percussion  would  become  morc  distinct  as  the  disease 
a^lTanceti,  —  much  more  so  than  in  simple  pneumonia. 

In  broncho-pneumonia,  particularly  in  infants  and  chihlrcn,  the 
phjtical  -iigns  were  not  very  marked.  Crepitation  and  mucous  ronchi 
iB  fome  canes  could  be  very  dbtinctly  made  out,  while  in  others  the 


12  Original  Communications,  [Januaiy, 

sonnds  were  so  discordant  that  nothing  definite  coald  be  deduced  from 
them.  Mucous  ronchi  would  frequently  be  present  for  several  days 
after  all  the  general  symptoms  had  disappeared,  excepting  thejcough. 
In  two  cases,  which  were  very  severe,  after  convalescence  I  detected 
considerable  sonorous  ronchus ;  this  is  a  sign  of  narrowing  of  the 
bronchial  tubes,  and  the  result  will  be  bronchial  asthma.  If  such  is 
not  the  i-csult,  I  shall  be  disappointed.  They  were  sick  seven  days 
before  they  had  any  medical  treatment. 

The  general  duration  of  the  disease  was  fourteen  days  ;  but  in 
some  very  mild  cases  the  disorder  would  commence  to  decline  on  the 
fifth  day.  There  would  be  a  very  sudden  and  marked  alleviation  of  all 
the  more  pressing  symptoms.  The  skin  would  become  .moist  and 
cool,  the  expectoration  less  tenacious  and  rusty.  The  pulse  and  respi- 
ration less  frequent,  the  urine  not  so  high  colored  and  more  abundant, 
the  tongue  clammy,  the  appetite  improving,  and  convalescence  would  be 
fully  established  in  eight  or  nine  days.  A  relapse  was  not  fi-equent  in 
either  form  of  the  disease. 

But  in  the  more  formidable  case  the  disease  would  be  prolonged 
until  the  fourteenth,  and  sometimes  the  twenty-first  or  twenty- 
seventh  day,  particularly  the  cases  complicated  with  pleurisy ;  some 
of  them  would,  from  the  veiy  first,  present  symptoms  of  what  some 
wiiters  have  denominated  typhoid  pneumonia.  There  would  be,  in 
addition  to  the  general  symptoms  of  pneumonia,  great  prostration  of 
the  vital  forces,  a  low  muttering  delirium,  scanty,  turbid,  and  ammoni- 
acal  urine,  frequent  and  copious  alvine  discharges,  with  marked  sibilant 
ronchus.  These  cases  were  very  slow  in  recovering.  Fortunately,  we 
had  but  few  of  them,  as  the  following  table  will  show  : 

Whole  number  of  cases,  50  ;  which  we  arranged  thus : 

Simple  Pneumonia  ....  17        I        Pleuro-Pneumonia    ...     8 

Typhoid  Pneumonia    ...     5        |       Broncho-Pneumonia  ...  20 

RecoTered,  49 Died,  1. 

The  treatment  was  by  no  means  uniform ;  it  was  always  varied  to 

suit  the  particular  indications  of  the  case.     In  simple  pneumonia,  if 

there  was  very  much  fever,  the  treatment  was  commenced  with  the 

warm  bath,    after  which  the  patient  was  placed  in   bed,  when  the 

following  was  given  every  three  hours,  until  the  bowels  were  fully 

moved : 

Tjt    Sub.  mur.  hjd.,  grs.  iij. 
Pulv.  jalap, 
Nit.  potosaa,  a&  gn.  t.    M. 

After  the  bowels  had  been  moved,  liniment  of  ammonia  was  applied 
^'^  the  chest  as  a  counter-irritant ;  and  to  relieve  the  cough  and  promote 
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expertoration,  a  teaspoonfnl  of  the  prescription  below  was  ordered 

ereij  three  hours : 

]^    Sulph.  morphia, 

Tart,  emetic,  a&  grs.  ij. 

Aq.  foota,  fj  j.  M. 

In  plenro-pneumonia  the  treatment  was  nearly  the  same,  but  here, 
instead  of  nsing  ammonia  as  a  counter-irritant,  we  used  the  cmp. 
cantharidcs.  We  blistered  freely ;  and  I  might  observe  just  here,  that 
in  treating  pleuro-pneumonia  I  have  for  years  placed  niy  chief  reliance 
upon  blistering.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  if  we  can  not  succeed  with 
that,  we  can  not  succeed  with  any  thing  else.  In  the  earlier  part  of  my 
practice  I  was  in  the  habit  of  bleeding  in  pleuro-pneumonia,  but  for 
eight  years  I  have  ignored  it  altogether ;  and  so  far  as  I  am  conversant 
with  the  practice  of  other  physicians  in  this,  section  of  country,  bleed- 
ing in  pneumoniae  has  become  obsolete.  But  doctors  will  differ.  In 
conversing  with  a  distinguished  member  of  our  profession,  who  resides 
in  a  neighboring  city,  I  incidentally  alluded  to  the  subject  of  bleed- 
ing in  pneumonia.  He  said  he  had  practiced  it  for  many  years,  and 
woold  just  as  soon  think  of  treating  a  case  of  ague  without  quinine  as 
pneumonia  withont  bleeding.  He  regarded  it  a  "sickly  humanity 
to  discanl  it."     But  I  see  I  am  digressing. 

When  the  disease  assumed  the  typhoid  form,  tonics  and  stimulants 

were  employeil.     A  pill  composed  of  the  following,  given  every  two 

or  three  hours,, according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case,  was  always 

oAefal. 

Q;    Salph.  qainia, 

Citrate  of  iron,  &&  gr.  j. 

Capsicum,  gre.  iss. 

Camphor,  grs.  xj.        M. 

When  the  bowels  were  very  much  relaxed,  twelve  drops  of  the  oil  of 
turpentine  were  given  every  six  hours.  In  extrome  cases,  brandy  and 
beef  tea  were  freely  given  in  connection  with  the  above.  Dover's 
powdent  were  nsefnl  in  allaying  the  cough  and  other  troublesome  irrita- 
tions. During  convalescence  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron  was  used 
with  the  greatest  benefit. 

The  broncho-pneumonia  of  children  yielded  very  readily  to  blister- 
ing, calomel,  ipecac  and  opium. 


Vr.  H.  W.  Baxley,  of  Baltimore,  at  one  time  connected  with  the 
Kedical  College  of  Ohio,  is  about  to  remove  to  San  Francisco.  Dr.  B. 
vill  lake  a  high  atand  among  the  profession  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
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ar    ^.    Bw    BL..ACK,   MJ>^   CAVBKIDCC   OBIO. 

DiifHTmmiJL. — ^in  IL&t,  1^^,  the  daughter  of  a  homoeopatliic  physi- 
paiiL  %  Tistc  CO  some  of  her  friends  in  licking  count j.  Shortly 
her  arriTal  she  actended  the  district  school,  and  was  especially 
oiendlj  wvah  the  daoghter  of  Mr.  S.  The  age  of  Mr.  S.*s  daughter 
was  eigne,  and  chat  of  her  associate,  I  think,  was  abont  the  same. 
la  a  >sw  days  atber  her  amTal  she  was  taken  ill,  and  a  homoeopathic 
physician  from  N.  sent  for.  He  prononncel  her  disease  to  be  mumps, 
whidi  by  the  way  was  somewhat  prevalent  at  the  time.  To  the 
snrprise  ot  her  friends  she  suddenly  died.  I  was  credibly  informed 
that  her  medical  attendant  paid  no  attention  to  the  fauces, —  in  fact, 
neTer  examined  them.  Two  days  before  her  death  I  was  summoned  to 
see  the  atoresaid  daughter  of  Mr.  S.  (14th  May).  I  found  her 
drowsy  and  l^rerish,  eating  but  liule,  considerable  thirst  and  a  husky 
Toice.  There  was  marked  tumefaction  at  the  angle  of  the  inferior 
maxillary,  simulating  mumps  not  a  little.  Indeed,  the  parents  thought 
that  her  illness  for  the  three  preTious  days  all  originated  from  the 
momps  along  with  cold.  On  examining  the  throat,  found  each  tonsil 
coTe;e^i  by  a  gnpyish  exudation,  which  extended  downwards  as  far  as 
cocld  K>  scon.  The  sui rounding  mucous  tissue  was  of  a  glossy  redness. 
There  was  no  pain  except  on  attempting  to  swallow  some  solid.  She 
had  a  stridnlous  cough,  but  no  embarrassment  of  respiration.  The 
paients  were  immediately  informed  of  her  true  disease  —  diphtheria ; 
attd  camions  giv«i  as  to  its  extension,  for  I  had  reason  to  think,  from 
vettding,  that  the  disease  was  infectious. 

Tlie^e  were  the  first  cases  in  that  section  of  the  country,  and 
lhi«  otte  was  the  first  I  had  e\er  seen.  They  both  died  within 
OHi  daT$  of  each  other.  The  alarm  was  soon  spread,  the  dis- 
tiict  school  bioken  np»  and  the  family  of  Mr.  S.  isolated. 
T^is  was  not  twt  difficulty  he  living  in  the  country.  Out  of  his 
»\«m  childiett  only  one  escaped  the  disease,  and  two  died.  The  other 
nital  ca»  was  a  boy  at  three  years.  He  was  put  upon  active  treat- 
«Mit>  g<A  better  and  began  to  play  about ;  but  suffering  a  relapse,  the 
paMMS  dHHi^l  his  case  beyond  control,  did  not  recall  me,  and 
ugfuiui  die  <jhild  to  linger,  nnaided  by  treatment,  for  some  ten  days. 
Pwiom  10  (Im  i^lapse  he  had  well  marked  scarlatina  eruption,  and  a 
ibw  4l^  yMT  tm  deeetM  had  a  Oree  pnnilait  diacharge  from  the 
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nostrils,  which  along  with  his  breath  was,  the  parents  informed  me, 
venr  ofTensive. 

8trong  as  the  evidence  appeared  to  be  of  the  extension  of  this 
affection  by  infection,  there  yet  came  under  my  care  numerous  other 
cases  in  which  exposure  could  not  be  traced  to  such  a  source.  I 
am  at  present  treating  a  case  in  this  county  (Guernsey),  which  so  far  as 
I  know  is  the  only  case  in  it.  At  least,  there  is  as  yet  no  epidemic, 
inich  as  prevailed  in  Licking  county.  The  disease  spread  from  the 
cases  above  referred  to  in  a  south-easterly  direction ;  traveling  about 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  miles  per  year.  At  times  it  would  appear 
almo«t  extinct,  then  suddenly  acquire  new  activity,  becoming  virulent 
and  fatal,  soon  again  getting  milder  in  every  feature.  But  few  adults 
snffered  from  the  disease,  and  in  them  it  was  milder  and  readily  sub- 
dued by  treatment.  In  the  management  of  this  disease  no  depressing 
remedies  wen?  given.  When  necessary,  the  bowels  were  opened  with 
oil,  chlorate  of  potassa,  and  tinctura  of  chloride  of  iron  internally, 
adding  thereto,  when  debility  was  marked,  the  sulph.  cinchonia.  To 
the  throat  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  xl.  to  the  3,  was  applied 
twice  per  day.  Externally,  camphor  liniment  had  a  very  soothing 
effect.     No  cases  of  scarlet  fever  near  or  about  that  time. 


In'Faktili:  Paralysis. — Close  upon  the  heels  of  diphtheria  appeared 
somewhat  rare  affection,  infantile  paralysis.  8ix  cases  came  under' 
y  care  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  the  year  above  mentioned, 
ami  it  is  worthv  of  remark  that  since  that  time  I  have  not  met  with  a 
•nngic  case.  I  could  not  trace  any  dependence  in  the  affections  —  no 
affinity  or  resultant  sequela  of  one  from  the  other.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  there  may  be  some  occult  connection  between 
tbem  or  their  causes,  others  having  observed  that  they  are  coeval  or 
consecutive  upon  each  other.  Their  coincidence  in  a  single  example 
might  be  conceded,  were  it  not  for  the  plurality  of  observances  at 
other  places.  The  six  of  the  sufferers  were  four  females  and  two  males. 
Their  ages  ranged  from  one  to  eight  yeara.  In  five  of  them  the 
diM^asc  was  n&liercd  by  fever,  stupor,  dilated  pupil,  etc., —  the  grade  of 
netion  not  b?ing  high  and  more  indicative  of  cong3stion  than  infiam  • 
matioD  of  the  cerebro-spinal  system.  In  the  remaining  case,  that  of  a 
inH  of  four  years,  the  palsy  was  preceded  by  the*  most  severe  and 
prok*nir^l  convulsions  it  was  ever  my  foitune  to  observe,  and  yet  her 
re-overy  was  more  rapid  and  satisfactory  than  in  either  of  the  others. 
C*ne  only  was  hemiplegic,  the  others  were  unequally  paraplegic.  In 
tJbe  case  of  a  stoat,  healthy  boy,  two  and  a  half  years  old,  only  an 
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ann  was  palsied  —  although  for  a  few  days  after  the  snhsidence  of  the 
cerehral  disturbance  he  did  not  seem  to  have  the  same  command  over 
his  logs  as  before ;  but  whether  it  was  the  result  of  weakness,  or 
nervous  privation,  it  was,  of  course,  difficult  to  determine.  A  single 
case  gave  unequivocal  marks  of  rheumatic  complication,  as  shown  by 
articular  tenderness,  intense  expression  of  pain  or  forcible  motion,  and 
nocturnal  exacerbation.  In  paraplegic  cases  one  side  was  invariably 
more  affected  than  the  other,  and  the  restoration  of  power  was  rapid  in 
proportion  to  the  imperfection  of  the  shock.  In  all,  months,  and  in 
some,  years,  had  to  elapse  ere  voluntary  power  was  measurably  or  fully 
restored ;  the  progressive  improvemeift  being  much  dependent  upon 
persevering  care  to  check  characteristic  atrophy.  In  those  of  the  upper 
extremity  almost  the  first  indication  of  returning  power  was  the 
ability  to  grasp  an  object  when  placed  upon  the  palm  of  the  hand. 
The  act  seemed  to  partake  of  the  reflex  character,  judging  from  the 
infrequency  of  motion  in  the  fingers,  and  the  persistency  of  the  grasp 
when  once  embraced.  In  cases  where  the  lower  extremities  alone  were 
affected,  the  little  patients  were  compelled  to  do  their  first  works  over 
by  crawling  for  weeks  or  months,  ere  they  could  be  made  to  attempt 
their  old  pedestrian  feats. 

No  case  being  fatal,  of  course,  precluded  any  post  mortems — a  mode 
of  investigation  the  more  important,  inasmuch  as  I  could  find,  either 
in  our  standard  or  periodical  literature,  only  the  most  meagre  and  brief 
mention  even  of  its  existence.  But  there  is  one  point  on  which  I 
may  remark,  that  there  appears  to  be  a  total  want  of  congruity  in  the 
cerebral  manifestations — apparently  the  operative  cause  —  with  the 
extent,  severity,  and  persistency  of  the  effect. 

The  treatment  in  the  early  stage  consisted  of  that  usually  employed 
to  combat  active  cerebral  congestion ;  discriminating,  of  course,  as  to 
age,  constitutional  vigor,  and  single  indications.  When  these  have 
subsided,  which  they  usually  did  in  a  few  days,  and  paralysis  was 
manifest,  any  morbid  act  or  tendency  in  individual  organs  was  care- 
fully sought  for,  and  remedied,  after  which  iodide  of  potassium  was 
administered  for  two  or  three  weeks,  to  stimulate  absorption  in  the 
nervous  axis.  Locally,  the  cold  douche,  irritants  to  the  nape,  etc.,  were 
resorted  to  ;  but  so  far  as  my  limited  experience  can  justify  an  opin- 
ion, the  general  and  local  treatment  appeared  alike  inefficacious  in  the 
removal  of  the  proximate  cause.  Not  so,  however,  with  the  subsequent 
appliances,  consisting  of  patient  and  vigorous  friction  with  tine,  aiiiica 
to  the  palsied  members,  and  the  administration  inwardly  of  Kirk- 
land's  solution  of  strychnia. 
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£BT8inBLA8»  WITH    SlOUOHINO   OF    ScROTUM,  AND   PbLVIC  AbSCBSS. 

Nov.  4th,  '59.  Called  to  see  Mr.  C.»  aet.  40,  merchant,  lymphato-ner- 
▼oos  temperament,  predisposed  to  tuberculosis.  Said  he  felt  chills 
Alternating  with  hot  flashes ;  aching  over  the  whole  system,  more  espe- 
cially in  the  head  and  back.  Skin  dry  and  slightly  hot,  pulse  70, 
tongue  clean,  anorexia,  bowels  been  opened  by  salts  day  previous, 
dejectiona  natural.  Diagnosis  indefinite,  ordered  spirits  nitric  ether 
with  small  portions  of  ipecac. 

5th. —  No  better  ;  restless  night,  more  oppression  about  stomach,  and 
poise  increased  in  frequency.  Senna  infusion,  with  comp.  powd.  jalap, 
•o  as  to  act  gradually,  yet  freely,  upon  the  bowels ;  after  which,  some 
powder  to  bo  given  to  procure  rest. 

6tli  and  7th. —  Improved  ;  tongue  moister,  but  more  coated  than  at 
first,  moist  skin,  fever  blisters  on  lips,  and  aching  over  system  much 
less.  Towards  evening  of  8th,  however,  febrile  symptoms  again 
iocreaaed,  poise  84,  full  and  hard,  skin  dry,  sharp  pain  in  the  side  now 
and  then,  severe  lieadache,  and  heavy  expression  of  countenance.  Cold 
to  the  head,  sinapisms  to  the  feet,  pulv.  ipecac  et  sub.  murias  in  small 
doses,  alternated  with  veratrum  viride,  gtt.  v.,  every  four  hours. 

8th. —  Rested  very  well,  skin  been  moist  all  night,  pulse  yet  excited, 
M>me  soreness  of  throat,  glands  of  groins  sore  and  enlarged,  says 
tbere  is  pain  in  testicles  on  motion  of  the  body,  lips  dry,  tongue  moist, 
thick  coat,  considsrablo  thirst,  no  appetite,  some  tenderness  over 
stomiich,  bowels  had  acted  twice,  thin  and  dark  ;  symptoms  thought  to 
indicate  typhoid.  Veratrum  viride  continued  ;  small  portions  of  Dover 
with  the  ipecac,  vel.  hyd.,  c.  c. 

9ih. —  No  better  ;  complains  this  morning  of  great  pain  and  swelling 
of  the  scrotum.  Considerable  distress  in  head,  and  burning  in  epigas- 
iriom,  bowels  free.  On  examination,  the  scrotum  was  considerably 
awollen,  red  and  tender.  Acetate  of  lead  lotion  to  check  the  inflam- 
mation, internally  sps.  mindereri  with  pulv.  ipecac. 

lOth. — The  greatest  distress  is  now  in  scrotum,  which  is  enormously 
swolleo,  very  retl  —  not  very  tender.  Diagnosed  erysipelas;  lotion 
eootinoed  ;  also,  same  general  treatment.  The  parts  to  Ix^  painted  with 
tinct.  iodine, —  preferred  to  the  nitrate  of  silver,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not 
objure  incipient  gangrene,  a  result  to  be  feared  in  erysipelas  of  this 
tisftoe,  so  deficient  in  vitality. 

11th,  12th,  to  15th. —  Local  and  constitutional  symptoms  gradually 
inoease.     Scrotom  more  and  more  enlarged,  and  in  spite  of  free  punc- 
bey^an  on  the  third  day  of  attack  to  show  signs  of  incipient  gan- 
t,  whieh  gnuioally  increased  until  at  least  one-half  of  the  distended 
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covering  was  involved.  On  the  10th,  the  sphacelus  hegan  to  separate, 
giving  the  scrotum  a  decidedly  ragged  appearance.  The  shooting 
pains  in  groin  were  very  distressing,  and  a  burning  pain  began  to  be 
complained  of  up  along  dorsum  ;  on  examination  erysipeloid  inflam- 
mation was  even  extending  along  that  region,  affecting  only  the  cuta- 
neous tissues  until  it  reached  the  nape  and  branched  downwaixis  to  the 
elbow.  Locally,  a  poultice  of  linseed  and  fresh  yeast  was  continuously 
applied  to  the  scrotum  with  decided  benefit.  Internally,  the  constitu- 
tional disturbance  was  met  by  tr.  ferri  chloridi  and  cinchon.  sulphas. 
Arterial  excitement  met  by  veratrum  viride,  and  the  bowels  kept  open 
with  castor  oil  and  ol.  turpentine ;  occasionally,  when  inward  thirst 
was  great,  the  neutral  mixture  allowed. 

15th  to  30th. — Swelling  diminished  ;  urine  to  be  drawn  off  by  cathe- 
ter ;  some  portions  of  scrotum  seem  to  dissolve  away,  though  fortu- 
nately a  band  of  healthy  tissue  extends  up  the  median  line  ;  large  shreds 
of  decaying  dartos  daily  separating,  testicles  protrude,  looking  red  and 
granular.  Troublesome  vesical  irritation  set  in,  which  was  uninflu- 
enced by  demulcents,  but  decidedly  controlled  by  ol.  terebinthinc. 
The  same  general  treatment  kept  up,  of  which  evidences  of  its  virtues 
were  not  wanting.  Diet  nutiitious,  and  as  stimulating  as  pnidence 
would  admit.  As  soon  as  the  dead  tissues  had  measurably  separated, 
the  fragments  of  the  scrotum  were  drawn  together  by  adhesive  plas- 
ters ;  arranging  them  so  as  to  keep  the  testes  from  their  constant  ten- 
dency to  protrusion,  and  the  granulating  process  hastened  by  the  ap- 
plication of  basilicon  cerate.  The  improvement  was  slow  and  gradual 
until  Dec.  11,  when  febrile  disturbance  reappeared,  with  considerable 
gastric  distress.  This  was  chiefly  removed  by  cathartics,  when  he 
began  to  complain  of  the  most  excessive  pain  about  the  rectum,  ex- 
tending up  as  far  as  the  kidneys.  This  suffering  he  attributed  to  his 
piles,  from  which  he  had  long  been  a  sufferer.  The  urine  began  to  be 
scanty,  high  colored,  with  considerable  mucous  and  epithelial  scales. 
Any  attempt  to  turn  in  bed  gave  the  most  excruciating  pain,  and 
brought  on  recurring  paroxysms  of  severe  tormina.  Injections  failed 
in  giving  only  the  most  evanescent  relief.  A  blister  was  laid  over  the 
lumbar  region  ;  flax-seed  infusion  as  a  drink ;  tart.  ant.  et  morph.  sul- 
phas, sufficient  to  check  febrile  movement  and  deaden  sensibility. 

Dec.  22d. — An  attentive  examination  of  the  rectum  gave  no  evi- 
dence of  any  diseased  action  whatever,  and  there  appeared  to  be  no 
doubt  but  that  an  abscess  was  forming  within  the  pelvis.  A  cata- 
plasm applied  to  the  perineum  for  thirty-six  hours  gave  a  scarcely  per- 
ceptible fullness  and  obscure  hardness  in  the  perineum ;  meantime  the 
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patient's  sofierings  were  intense,  and  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with 
hiB  entreaties  for  lar^  portions  of  morphine,  to  lull  his  sufferings ;  at 
tifte  same  time  it  seemed  to  be  contra  indicated,  on  account  of  the  almost 
total  nippreasion  of  the  renal  secretion.  The  catheter  had  again  to  be 
mmadf  briDging  away  not  more  than  half  a  pint  in  twenty-four  hours. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th,  I  plunged  a  shai-p -pointed  bistoury  into 
the  perineum,  immediately  giving  exit  to  a  large  quantity  of  laudable 
pus. 

Feb.  1st. — Abscess  yet  discharging  slightly,  scrotum  almost  healed 
over,  and  patient  gaining  strength  under  a  liberal  diet. 

Feb.  20th. —  Patient  discharged  from  treatment,  rapidly  gaining 
keilth  and  strength,  and  is  now  enjoying  better  health  than  for  some 
prior.* 


AsncLK  nr. 

Diphtheritis. 

BT  J.  W.  SMITH,  If.D.,  WELLINGTON,  OHIO. 

Edkars  Cleveland  Medical  Gazette  —  Dear  Sirs  :  At  every  recent 
of  your  valuable  journal,  I  have  been  solicitouH  to  find  experi- 
and  suggestions  in  the  treatment  of  diphiheritis.  Only  two 
article*.  I  Wieve,  have  yet  appeared  —  the  one  by  Dr.  Hartmann,  a 
▼aloable  collection  ^f  what  seemed  to  have  been  known  and  written, 
hot  showing  that  views  of  pathology  and  practice  were  exceedingly 
eootradiilory  and  unsettled ;  the  other  by  Dr.  Bentley,  in  the  Septem- 
ber number. 

This  disease  is  now  prevailing  to  an  alarming  extent  in  many  neigh- 
Korhociit  of  Northern  Ohio,  assuming  too  often  a  character  so  formida- 
ble a*  to  challenge  the  best  thoughts  of  the  best  men  in  our  profes- 
•ion.  The  probabilities  are  strong  that  it  will  more  widely  prevail, 
and  will  it  not  be  well  to  gather  up  what  is  best  known  in  interchange 
•>f  opinion  and  experience  ?  Enough  of  this  malady  probably  has 
seen  bv  the  readers  of  vour  Gazette,  to  form  a  better  understand- 
of  the  fiathology  and  treatment,  if  the  result  was  carefully  picked 
op  and  presented.  In  a  country-practice  of  not  immoderate  extent, 
I  have  been  called  to  treat  probably  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases 
vhkin  the  last  four  months.  All  these  have  been  well  marked, 
iKoogh  the  majority  readily  recovered.  The  severer  forms  seem  to  me 
to  pre«ent  aboot  three  grades. 

*To  Dr.  HtjwM,  BOW  of  legal  profetsion,  am  I  indebted  for  important  counsel  and 
ia  tk*  traaUMBt  of  tklf  caae.— j.  b.  b. 
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The  first  is  sthenic,  or,  more  strictly,  not  as  asthenic  as  the  other 
two.  In  the  first  variety  there  is  considerable  constitutional  disturb- 
ance, chills  and  fever,  accelerated  pulse,  red  tongue,  pains  in  thelimbs, 
etc.  The  tonsils  and  uvula  are  highly  inflamed  and  tumefied,  the 
swelling  of  the  throat  oftentimes  so  severe  as  to  wholly  interrupt  de- 
glutition for  hours,  or  even  days.  Exudation  light,  and  in  patches 
about  the  fauces.  Respiration  hurried  after  cough.  When  fatal,  gen- 
erally terminated  by  croup. 

The  next  variety  has  decided  asthenic  tendencies,  pulse  quickened 
and  enfeebled  ;  very  little  febrile  reaction,  frequent  diaiThcea,  foatid 
breath,  vitiated  secretions  after  vomiting,  sometimes  early  delirium  ; 
tonsils  and  uvula  rapidly  become  loaded  with  albuminous  deposit, 
hardened  and  adherent  fiimly, —  this  deposit  frequently  reaching  into 
root  of  mouth  —  generally  into  nasal  passages,  so  as  to  wholly  pre- 
vent ingress  of  air  at  times,  at  others  giving  off  an  abundant  and  per- 
verted secretion,  acrid  and  excoriating.  These  cases,  when  fatal,  gen- 
erally terminate  in  pneumonia. 

Third  class  more  strongly  marked  by  exhaustion,  vital  forces  low- 
ered, and  vascillating  at  commencement  of  attack.  Exhalations 
highly  fcetid,  loading  the  air  for  a  distance  around  with  putrescent 
effluvia  ;  hemorrhage  from  all  the  mucous  surfaces,  nose,  throat,  bowels 
and  urinary  passages,  petechia  ;  and  in  one  instance  I  witnessed  exu- 
dation of  blood  on  the  limbs  and  body,  covering  one-half  the  whole 
Burface. 

I  do  not  propose  to  detail  cases  which  to  me  have  been  full  of  inter- 
est, but  to  indicate  a  thought  bearing  essentially  upon  general  ttedt- 
ment.  I  feel  fully  convinced  that  the  disease  in  question  is  primarily 
one  of  general  character,  involving  and  vitiating  the  fluids  ;  that  the 
throat  affection  is  secondary.  Many  assert  the  belief  that  the  attack 
is  primarily  local,  and  the  general  disturbance  is  by  absorption  of 
virus  from  throat,  and  consequently  that  early  local  treatment  is  all 
demanded.  This  view  I  believe  to  be  gravely  erroneous,  and  its 
treatment  insufficient  for  most  cases.  If  confined  to  either,  I  should 
prefer  general  remedies  to  topical  ones.  In  truth,  extending  experi- 
ence confirms  the  value  of  Dr.  Bentley's  "  simple  plan  of  treatment " — 
mild,  local  appliances  and  constitutional  support  —  not  violently,  but 
fully  sustaining  the  vital  forces.  Some  reasons  for  belief  in  its  con- 
Btitutional  character  are  found  in  early  prostration,  disturbed  and 
debilitated  circulation,  perverted  nervous  power,  with  protracted  *nd 
partial  recoveries.  A  number  of  cases  are  before  me  with  partial  lost 
of  vision  for  many  weeks. 
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This  article  is  alrcadj  longer  than  I  designed.  My  object  is  not 
to  obtrude  my  own  experience  and  deductions,  but  to  elicit  from  edi- 
tors or  correspondents  more  discussion  of  this  disease,  which  has 
animmed  as  grave  importance  as  any  now  engaging  the  attention  of 
tlie  g^aeral  practitioner. 


■  ■•• 


AKTICLK     T. 

Case  of  Fracture  of  the  Os  Innominatum, 

AM9   DIATH    IH   COKVCCTIOK    WITH   THE   ADMIKISTRATIO^   OF   SULPHURIC   ETHER. 

(  CommniiicatMi  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati.] 


BT     W.     n.     MV88£T,    SURGEON. 


On  Friday  last  (Nov.  30)  I  was  called  to  Lebanon,  0.,  to  see  a  man 
who  hsd  been  injured  the  day  previous,  and  reached  his  house  at  7  p.  u. 

In  consultation  with  Dr.  J.  Vanharlingen  and  Dr.  Robert  Vanhar- 
lingis,  1  ascertained  that  the  patient,  Jacob  Koogle,  aged  fifty  years, 
had,  thirty  hours  previously,  been  overturned  in  his  buggy.  His  horse 
hftd  ftlippeil  on  the  road  and  fallen  ;  on  rising  he  gave  a  leap  forward 
diAfConally  across  the  road,  overturning  the  buggy,  throwing  Mr.  Koo- 
jd**  iip<»n  his  right  side,  and  dragging  him  about  thirty  feet,  when  he 
roileil  down  a  bank  about  eight  feet ;  his  wife,  weighing  two  hun- 
drptl  and  tive  pounds,  fell  upon  him,  but  was  dragged  only  twenty  feet, 
aii*l  escapcil  with  severe  but  not  serious  contusions.  Mr.  Koogle 
vei^hed  twohundretl  and  thirty  pounds,  and  was  occasionally  addicted 
to  tbe  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  about  ten  days  previous 
to  this  iMTasion  he  had  a  spree  (the  only  one  for  a  year),  and  had  been 
qnitc  ftiok  in  the  recovery. 

When  friends  (who  were  returning  from  the  same  Tlianksgiving 
Mrrict'  in  Chnn'h  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koogle  had  attended,)  reached 
Mr.  K.,  lie  had  raise<i  himself  on  his  hands  and  knees,  but  could  rise 
no  fnrtlKT,  though  he  made  three  efforts  to  do  so,  before  he  was  reached 
vj  hik  n»*pbew,  D.  M.  James,  who,  on  assisting  to  raise  him,  found 
Le  had  no  ose  of  the  right  thigh  and  leg.  He  exclaimed  that  "  his 
ic»dt-l«  was  mashed  "  — but  immediately  complained  of  his  hip  joint, 
and  »ntT«*red  excruciatingly  in  the  groin  and  thigh.  In  a  half  hour 
he  wai»  placed  in  a  wagon  on  his  face,  as  the  most  easy  position,  and 
takm  to  his  home,  one  mile  distant;  in  the  same  position  he  was 
pUcvd  upon  his  bed,  and  remained  so  till  Dr.  J.  Vanharlingen  reached 
two  and  a  half  hours  from  the  time  the  injury  was  received.   The 
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patient  had  suffered  intensely  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  with 
occasionally  violent  spasmodic  movement  of  the  limb.  The  Doctor 
had  the  patient  placed  upon  his  back,  when  he  was  somewhat  re- 
lieved ;  but  he  could  not  bear  any  movement  of  the  limb,  and  the 
"spasms"  continued  at  short  intervals.  Soon  after  being  turned  in 
bed  he  became  **  flighty,"  and  did  not  know  exactly  what  he  was  do- 
ing. This  passed  off  in  a  short  time,  and  the  Doctor  administered  mor- 
phine, in  quarter-grain  doses ;  the  whole  amount  taken  in  the  thirty 
hours  did  not  exceed  four  grains.  Though  some  relief  was  experienced, 
some  onfe  was  obliged  to  hold  the  limb  firmly  upon  the  bed  continu- 
ously, as  the  **  spasms'*  came  on  every  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  ; 
occasionally  there  would  be  a  respite  of  half  an  hour,  and  sometimes 
there  would  be  three  or  four  **  spells  "  in  a  period  of  twenty  minutes. 

These  "  spasms  '*  would  commence  with  jerkings  of  the  foot,  slowly 
at  first,  and  increase  in  rapidity  for  three  or  four  minutes,  before  the 
paroxysms  of  pain  would  seize  the  thigh  and  hip,  when  the  suffering 
for  a  few  minutes  would  bo  agonizing.  On  passing  off,  the  hip  was 
sensitive,  and  any  pressure  would  excite  the  violence  of  the  pain. 

The  Doctor  noticed  the  limb  to  be  an  inch  and  a  quarter  shorter 
than  the  other,  and  the  foot  was  slightly  everted  ;  but  as  he  could  not 
move  the  limb  at  all  without  causing  suffering,  he  concluded  not  to 
make  manipulations  till  a  consultation  could  be  held. 

In  order  to  proceed  with  the  investigation  without  causing  suffering, 
I  proposed  to  administer  pure  washed  sulphuric  ether,  as  the  unani- 
mous opinion  was  that  chloroform  would  not  do  for  this  patient. 

The  patient  was  lying  on  his  back,  with  his  head  low,  slightly 
raised  above  the  level  of  the  back  ;  his  feet  touching  the  rounds  at  the 
foot  of  the  bed,  and  heels  resting  on  the  bed  ;  the  left  limb  moving  at 
will ;  the  right  held  down  by  one  of  the  family  ;  the  right  limb  shorter 
by  an  inch  and  a  quarter,  and  the  foot  slightly  everted. 

I  examined  the  heart,  and  noticed  a  perfect  regularity  in  its  action, 
of  moderate  force,  with  indistinctness  of  sounds,  which  I  attributed  to 
the  distance  from  the  car,  on  account  of  the  superimposed  adipose 
tissue.  The  -puho  was  soft,  of  moderate  force  and  fullness,  and  by 
estimation,  seventy-five  to  the  minute. 

The  ether  acted  kindly,  and  was  breathed  easily;  it  stimulated  the 
pulse  to  increased  force  and  fullness,  with  at  first  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  frequency,  which  subsided,  however,  in  a  few  minutes,  to 
the  original  point. 

In  the  course  of  ten  minutes  the  patient  raised  up,  attempted  vom- 
iting, and  succeeded  in  throwing  off  about  two  ounces  of  fluid  ;  five  or 
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six  minntes  later  he  again  raised  on  the  left  arm  and  vomited  about 
one  pint  of  dark  colored  watery  fluid  ;  no  blood  or  food  was  mixed 
with  it.  On  lying  down  the  pulse  was  more  feeble,  and  a  profuse  per- 
spirmtion  was  noticed  upon  the  body.  Dr.  J.  Yanharlingen  says  he 
noticed  the  perspiration  before  the  vomiting. 

Eh-.  Robert  Yanharlingen  noticed  during  the  cfifoit  of  vomiting  that 
the  patient  moved  and  flexed,  with  apparent  ease,  the  ai)cctcd  limb. 
On  lying  down  the  patient  was  apparently  relieved,  and  ad  the  pulse 
Kecamc  fuller,  the  administration  of  ethei*  was  resumed,  and  the  full- 
ness and  force  of  the  pulse  was  maintained  till  within  ten  minutes 
from  the  time  of  vomiting,  when  the  patient  was  in  a  condition  to  ad- 
mit of  manipulation  with  the  limb. 

I  took  hold  of  it  and  flexed  the  leg  upon  the  thigh,  and  the  thigh 
apon  the  pelvis,  and  rotated  the  limb  till  I  was  convinced  there  was 
ao  di&location,  or  solution  of  continuity  of  the  thigh  bone  ;  but  twicfe 
I  perceived  a  distinct  rubbing  sound  like  crepitation.  Dr.  J.  Yanhar- 
lingen tkho  notice<l  this  peculiarity. 

At  the  time  of  seizing  the  limb  for  the  examination,  thci-c  was  a 
peculiar  shortness  of  breath,  of  an  asthmatic  character,  and  Dr.  J. 
Vanliarlingen  remarked  that  he  was  subject  to  attacks  of  asthma.  On 
noticing  this  peculiarity,  the  use  of  ether  was  suspended,  and  not  re- 
*nm<d  ;  but  the  manipulation  was  proceeded  with —  the  patient  scream- 
ing out  and  writhing  with  pain,  and  apparently  perfectly  conscious. 
Saeing  that  his  lips  were  purplish,  and  his  breatliing  still  very  short, 
I  proi-eeileci  to  administer  for  his  relief:  he  called  for  water,  a  little 
wm§  given  him,  and  a  little  vinegar  was  put  in  it,  when  some  whisky 
wa»  pn>cure*l  and  administered  in  waim  wator  ;  but  little,  however, 
was  taken.  The  patient  complained  that  he  was  suDbcating,  and  the 
tongue  was  drawn  out,  though  there  was  no  lack  of  control  of  it,  as 
he  put  it  out  to  take  the  stimulants.  He  was  rolled  upon  the  side, 
water  wm  thrown  in  his  face —  first  cold,  then  hot  water  applied  to 
Uit  for<*bead.  The  Marshall  Hall  method  of  artificial  respiration,  and 
the  aiJ'iitiunal  one  of  inflating  the  lungs  from  my  own  hint^s  with 
fonxd  expulsion  of  air,  and  tlaggcllation  of  buttocks,  were  continued 
ufveen  or  twrnty  minutes,  when  the  patient  was  abandoned  as  dead. 

TV'  ether  was  from  the  manufactory  of  Powers  and  AVoighlnian, 
Pfatlad^lfihia.  By  measurement,  four  ounces  of  ether  was  used.  1 
»im:nifttere<i  it  myself  upon  a  handkerchief,  placed  in  a  towel,  folded 
fnnnel- shaped,  and  there  was  a  large  admixture  of  air.  I  watched 
the  breathing,  ami  frequently  noticed  the  pulse,  though  the  Drs.  Yan- 
WUttgcn  esch  had  a  wrist  in  hand. 


i 
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The  patient  had  eaten  a  little  bread  and  tea  during  the  forenoon, 
which  was  all  he  had  taken  since  the  breakfast  of  Thursday. 

The  consent  of  the  family  was  obtained  to  a  post  mortem  examina- 
tion, on  the  positive  assurance  of  Drs.  Vanharlingen  and  myself,  that 
some  internal  injury  had  been  received  as  the  real  cause  of  death  ;  and 
I  remained  over  the  night,  in  order  to  conduct  it  in  the  presence  of 
the  physicians  of  Lebanon. 

In  relation  to  the  shortness  of  the  limb,  I  learned  that  Mr.  Koogle, 
when  nineteen  years  of  age,  had  been  thrown  from  a  horse,  and  hurt 
his  right  hip,  and  had  always  had  a  shortened  limb  since. 

This  account  was  written  previous  to  the  autopsy. 

Post  Mortem  Examination. 

Fourteen  hours  after  death.  Assisted  by  Drs.  J.  Vanhar- 
lingen and  I.  L.  Drake.  The  record  made  by  Dr.  Robert  Vanhar- 
lingen, Drs.  Joshua  Stevens,  Adam  Sellers,  and  James,  of  Lebanon, 
with  a  number  of  the  family  friends  present. 

External  appearances.  —  Greneral  ecchymosis  of  the  face,  neck, 
superior  portion  of  breast,  sides  and  back  of  body  ;  abdomen  dis- 
tended and  slightly  tympanitic  ;  left  inferior  extremity  one  and  one- 
fourth  inch  shorter  than  the  right.  An  incision  was  made  in  the  skin 
from  the  top  of  the  sternum,  along  the  median  line  to  the  umbilicus, 
thence  to  the  crest  of  either  ilium  ;  thickness  of  the  adipose  tissue 
along  the  line  of  incision  over  the  abdomen,  two  inches ;  muscular 
walls  of  abdomen  thin  ;  omentum  loaded  with  fat ;  appearances  of 
the  intestines  natural,  not  much  distension  with  gas.  On  raising  the 
inferior  flap,  infiltration  of  blood  was  observed  upon  it,  and  in  the 
pelvic  surface  that  was  visible  ;  omentum  adhercnt  to  the  peritoneum 
on  the  left  side  ;  spleen,  natural  appearance,  but  adherent  to  the  peri- 
toneum ;  the  viscera  enveloped  with  fat ;  right  kidney  of  unusual 
size,  two-thirds  larger  than  natural,  highly  engorged  with  blood  and 
in  good  condition  ;  urethra  normal ;  left  kidney  wanting,  or  in  ita 
position  'the  fat  inclosed  a  single  membrane  of  a  dark  brown  color, 
and  the  thickness  of  coarse  paper,  of  about  three  square  inches  in 
extent.  Pancreas  natural.  Liver  enlarged,  smooth,  of  a  light  color, 
slightly  engorged,  and  of  softened  texture,  breaking  down  easily  be- 
tween the  fingers.  Stomach  containing  but  little  fluid  of  a  brownish 
color.  The  cardiac,  two-thirds  was  beautifully  mottled  in  purple  and 
shades  of  red,  in  annular  patches  three-fourths  or  an  inch  in  diameter. 
On  removing  the  intestines  to  within  ten  inches  of  the  sigmoid 
flexure  of  the  colon,  a  space  of  six  inches  in  diameter  in  the  right 
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ilikc  and  Inmbar  regions  was  discovered,  blackened  and  pui'ple  with 
infiltrated  blood  ;  this  extended  anteriorly  and  snperiorly  npon  the 
wall  of  the  abdomen.  On  changing  the  position  of  the  inlestines  this 
infiltration  was  observed  to  have  e.itended  through  the  entire  pelvic 
c*vitj.  Beneath  the  pelvic  fascia  there  was  a  large  deposit  of  Tenons' 
clot,  extending  on  the  right  side  under  Poupart'a  ligament  into  the 
femoral  canal. 


An  QDkvailing  warih  was  made  to  determine  what  vessel  had  l>cen 
nptamd.  Upon  reroovsl  of  the  soft  parts  from  the  pelviK,  a  frat-tiire 
«u  noticed  in  the  ilium,  commencing  half  an  inch  bi-low  the  s&cto- 


26 


Original  Communicalions. 


[January. 


iliac  junction,  extending  one  and  three-quarters  of  an  inch  outwardly 
into  the  iliac  fossa ;  from  the  same  point,  extending  anteriorly  four 
inches  to  within  three-fourtlis  of  an  inch  of  the  symphysis  pubis ; 
inside  of  and  under  the  ileo-pectineal  line  is  a  fracture  with  a  separa- 
tion of  fragments,  varying  from  three-eighths  to  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  ;  from  the  termining  of  this  fracture  near  the  symphysis  pubis, 
extending  obliquely  outwards  two  inches  to  the  acetabulum,  is  a  frac- 
ture separating  the  pubic  bone  ;  the  rami  of  the  pubis  and  ischium  are 
broken. 


[  The  Engraver  had  only  time  to  give  &n  oatUne  of  this  bone.  ] 


Externally,  a  fracture  seven  inches  in  length  traverses  the  ilium. 
The  acetabulum  is  badly  broken,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  cut.  The 
head  of  the  femur  is  at  nearly  a  right  angle  to  the  shaft.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  line  of  the  articulating  surface  extends  much  farther 
upon  the  neck  at  one  point  than  usual.  There  is  no  evidence  of  recent 
injury  to  the  neck  of  the  bone ;  but  at  the  time  of  the  fall,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  there  was  probably  impacted  fracture  or  the  bending  of 
the  neck  at  its  connexion  with  the  shaft. 

Thorax  —  Large  adipose  deposit  upon  and  around  the  pericardium, 
and  one  ounce  of  serum  within  its  cavity.     Fatty  deposits  upon  the 
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auricles  of  the  heart ;  no  structural  disease,  other  than  an  absence  of 
the  usual  redness  and  firmness  of  the  tissue ;  blood  in  the  right 
auricle ;  ventricles  empty  ;  lungs  distended  with  air,  and  engorged 
with  blood  ;  there  were  no  pleuritic  adhesions  or  anything  unusual  in 
structure.  There  was  no  examination  of  the  brain.  The  blood  through- 
out the  body  was  very  dark  colored. 

In  view  of  the  case,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  say  to  the  family,  that 
there  were  internal  injuries  sufficient  to  have  destroyed  the  patient's 
life  in  a  short  time,  but  that  the  administration  of  ether  had  appa- 
rently hastened  the  result,  though  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  mani- 
pulation with  the  limb  without  ether  might  have  been  attended  with  like 
consequences,  on  account  of  the  extreme  irritability  of  the  nervous 
system  —  amounting  almost  to  tetanus, —  and  the  feeble  powers  of 
resistance,  for  which  the  constitutional  peculiarities  of  the  patient 
were  accountable.  Tliis  expression  was  fully  concurred  in  by  the 
physicians  present. 

Note. —  A  lengthy  discussion  nroBe  in  the  Academy,  occupying  two  evenings  of  ita  session, 
in  which  two  members  contended  that  the  case  was  clearly  one  of  death  from  ether.  Of  the 
remaining  di8putant8,  two  thought  ether  possibly  auxiliary,  while  the  minority  considered 
ether  not  at  all  responsible. 


rofjfjfaijigjs  0(  J^0diftlifj8. 


Proceedings  of  Clermont  County  Medical  Association.- 

Batavia,  October  17,  1860. 

The  Association  convened  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  the  Court 
House.  Dr.  Pease,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  previous 
meetings  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  J.  V.  Peck  was  presented  to  the  Association  by  the  Censors, 
and  duly  elected  to  membership. 

A  brief  and  interesting  discussion  was  had  relative  to  the  prevail- 
ing diseases  of  the  county.  Dis.  Lyman,  Rogers,  McLain  and  Kin- 
caid  participated.  The  type  of  fever  spoken  of  seemed  to  approach 
that  of  **  old-fashioned  **  bilious  fever.  Dr.  Kincaid  wished  to  know 
if  bilious  fever  ever  degenerated  into  typhoid.  Dr.  Rogers  answered 
in  the  negative. 

Dr.  Lyman  gave  a  case,  as  he  supposed,  of  iodization. 

Drs.  Rogers,  Kincaid  and  others,  thought  the  possibility  of  a  person 
becoming  iodized  was  much  in  doubt. 

Dr.  Rogers  reported  an  interesting  case  of  tracheotomy  :  lo  remove 
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A  water-melon  seed,  which  had  been  in  the  trachea  of  a  little  girl,  not 
qaite  two  years  old,  for  over  three  months.  The  seed  had  produced 
an  alarmingly  diseased  condition  of  the  air  passages.  The  seed  being 
removed,  the  incision  had  to  be  kept  partially  open  for  about  twenty- 
five  days,  to  prevent  suffocation,  and  afford  escape  to  muco-purulent 
matter,  which  was  continually  collecting.  The  case  recovered.  Dr. 
R.  was  of  the  opinion  that  many  cases  of  the  kind  could  be  saved  by 
an  operation,  that  are  considered  hopeless. 

On  motion.  Association  adjourned  until  one  o'clock  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

Thr.  Kincaid  offered  an  amendment  to  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  pre- 
TiowR  meeting,  respecting  the  non-attendance  of  members  —  making 
tiie  resolution  read  as  follows :  '*  All  members  who  are  absent  for 
tbree  meeting  in  succession,  are  suspended,  imless  they  furnish  a 
satisfactory  excuse  to  the  Association.*'     Amendment  adopted. 

Dr.  Kincaid  reported  a  case  of  idiopathic  tetanus.  Patient  a 
frmale,  fifty -four  years  of  age,  and  of  feeble  constitution.  Treatment 
ct:»aM8ted  of  cathartics,  chloroform,  cannabis  indica  and  sulph.  morph. 
Ca*e  proved  fatal  in  about  five  days.  Dr.  K.  also  gave  a  case  of 
traumatic  tetanus,  resulting  from  wound  of  finger.  Tetanic  symp- 
toms commenced  on  thirteenth  day  after  injury.  Case  was  cured  by 
immediate  amputation  of  hand,  and  the  use  of  cannabis  indica  and 
%nlph.  morphine.  Question. — Could  the  case  have  been  cured  by  any 
other  means  than  amputation  ? 

Dr.  Schroen  reported  a  case  <Jf  undefined  spasmodic  disease.  The 
ra^^^  a  little  girl.  During  spasms  the  intellect  remains  good ;  arms 
and  legs  always  extended  ;  head  and  shoulders  bent  forward  ;  general 
iM^th  not  much  impaired.  Treatment  consisted  chiefly  of  iiritation 
f^vtr  f  pine,  and  tonics.  Several  members  recommended  the  use  of 
rannabif*  indica  and  strychnia. 

Dr.  J.  Lock   Kennedy  was  presented  for   membership,  and  duly 

Dr.  Lyman  reported  a  fatal  case  of  uterine  haemorrhage  in  first 
pffrgnancy.  All  the  usual  means  of  treatment  were  resorted  to,  but 
wTfh<^»at  avail.  However,  Dr.  L.  was  of  the  opinion  that  an  attempt 
a:  «Wivery  should  have  been  made  sooner  ;  but  of  this  matter  he  had 
CK>  <*oDtrol,  as  he  did  not  see  the  case  until  late. 

Dr.  Kincaid  gave  a  case  of  obstetrics,  to  which  he  was  called  as 
fo«n«eL  The  woman  had  suffered  for  a  long  time.  Owing  to  mal- 
poaidoo   of   duld,    delivery    by   turning   was   resolved    upon    aud 
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accomplished ;  but  upon  removing  placenta,  it  was  found  partially 
thrust  through  a  rent  in  the  uterus,  some  three  or  four  inches  in 
length.     Case  proved  fatal. 

Dr.  Pease  gave  a  case  of  spontaneous  evolution,  where  an  arm  had 
presented. 

Dr.  Anderson  gave  a  case  of  severe  injury  of  ankle  joint,  illustrat- 
ing the  fact  that  extensive  lacerations  of  large  joints  more  frequently 
do  well  than  is  generally  supposed. 

Dr.  Scoville  reported  a  case  of  urinary  disease,  as  occurred  in  a  gen- 
tlemen sixty -five  years  of  age ;  giving  the  post  mortem  appearances, 
and  also  exhibited  the  morbid  specimen,  consisting  of  bladder,  pros- 
tate gland,  and  a  portion  of  urethra. 

Dr.  Coombs  gave  a  case  of  fracture  of  femur,  treated  successfully 
by  fastening  the  foot  in  an  elevated  position,  and  allowing  the  hips 
and  body  to  recede  from  it  down  a  gently  inclined  plane,  thus  keeping 
up  counter-extension. 

Dr.  McChesney  was  appointed  essayist  for  next  meeting,  and  Dr. 
Mendenhall  his  alternate. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  a  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  of  this, 
and  all  subsequent  meetings,  should  be  furnished  by  the  Recording 
Secretary  for  publication  in  the  Lancet  and  Observer. 

On  motion,  Association  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Batavia  the  second 
Wednesday  in  May  next.  L.  T.  Pease,  President. 

S.  Scoville,  Secretary. 


I  •  ■» 


Hendricks  County,  Indiana,  Medical  Society. 

Mooting  held  July  17,  1860.     Reported  by  Wm.  F.  Harvey,  M.D.,  Socrotary. 

Dr.  N.  Mendenhall  read  the  following  paper  on  chloroform  : 

The  greatest  boon  conferred  on  the  medical  profession,  and  through 
that  profession  on  mankind  in  general,  during  the  last  half 'century, 
cither  for  the  prevention  of  pain  in  surgical  operations,  or  alleviating 
suffering  from  disease  in  other  respects,  has  been  the  discovery  and 
introduction  of  anesthetic  agents.  Among  the  various  articles  used 
to  produce  anesthesia,  chlorofonn  stands  first,  both  with  reference  to 
it.s  prompt  action  and  the  facility  with  which  it  can  be  adminiaStered  ; 
seldom  disappointing  the  surgeon  by  failing  to  produce  the  expected 
anesthetic  influence,  or  the  physician  by  failing  to  relieve  the  suffering 
for  which  it  is  given. 
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Although  it  is  a  remedy  of  inestimable  value,  when  cautiously  used 
and  properly  guarded,  it  may  become  in  unskillful  hands,  or  from 
want  of  care  in  its  administration,  an  agent  of  destniction ;  and, 
indeed,  even  when  the  utmost  caution  has  been  used  in  regard  to  the 
amount  given,  and  the  manner  of  giving  it,  it  has  been  followed  by 
fatal  effects. 

The  action  of  chlorofonn  on  the  system  has  been  divided  into  dif- 
ferent tiegrees  or  stages.  Prof.  Wood  in  his  Therapeutics  and  Phar- 
ma/eology  gives  three  stages  :  —  Ist.  A  preliminary  stage  of  slight 
oerebral  confusion  ;  2d.  An  anesthetic  condition,  or  insensibility  to 
painful  impressions,  which  comes  on  before  consciousness  and  the 
power  of  motion  are  lost ;  and  3d.  Deep  sleep  or  coma,  with  complete 
moscolar  relaxation. 

Dr.  Snow  gives  five  degrees  of  its  influence  :  —  1st.  All  the  effects 
of  chloroform,  while  the  patient  retains  his  consciousness  of  what  is 
going  on  around  him,  and  where  he  is  ;  in  this  degree  a  tooth  may 
be  extracted,  and  other  minor  operations  performed,  while  conscious- 
remains.  In  the  second  stage  there  is  no  longer  correct  conscious- 
>,  the  mental  functions  are  impaired,  but  not  necessarily  suspended^. 
In  this  degree  there  is  sometimes  so  complete  loss  of  sensation  that 
tike  fmrgeon's  knife  may  be  used  without  pain,  especially  in  chil- 
dren. In  the  third  degree  there  are  no  longer  any  voluntary  emotions, 
and  the  patient  is  incapable  of  any  perception  or  consciousness  of 
pain.  In  the  fourth  degree  the  breathing  is  stertorous,  pupils  dilated, 
noncleA  completely  relaxed,  and  the  patient  perfectly  insensible.  In 
tlfce  fifth  degree  respiration  becomes  difficult,  feeble,  or  irregular,  and 
Anally  c^easei*,  and  is  followed  by  cessation  of  the  heart's  action,  and 
death. 

Chorchill  gives  three  stages  :  —  First,  a  stage  of  excitement ;  then 
f.lh.ws  calm  sleep,  and  then  stupor. 

In  I>ruitt's  Surgery  we  also  find  three  stages  or  degrees  of  action  given. 
fir«*t  *•  is  merely  a  pleasureable  feeling  of  half-intoxication  ;  the 
•nd  in  one  of  extreme  pleasure,  being  similar  to  the  sensation  of 
Wathing  nitrous  oxide  gas ;  there  exists  in  this  stage  a  perfect  con- 
•tk>u»n*^H  of  everything  said  or  done,  but  generally  an  imj)os.«sibility 
(d  motion  ;  in  this  stage,  also,  there  is  not  exactly  an  insensibility  to 
pain,  bnt  rather  an  inditference,  a  care-for-nothing  sort  of  feeling,  and 
if  mrgical  operations  be  performed  in  this  stage,  the  patients  almost 
«hray«»  ret-over  before  the  operation  is  completed,  and  the  results  aro 
«BAati«^factory.  The  third  degree  is  one  of  profound  intoxication  and 
)i\\lj  ;   the  individual  is  completely  lost  to  external  impres- 
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sions  ;  the  muHcles  Lecomc  prostrate,  the  circulation  lessens,  and  the 
temperature  falls." 

The  order  in  which"  the  different  parts  of  the  nervous  system  becomes 
affected  during  the  inhalation  of  chloroform,  is  stated  to  be  as  follows  : 
First,  the  cerebral  lobes,  next  the  cerebellum,  third,  the  spinal  mar- 
row, and,  finally,  the  medulla  oblongata,  which  is,  of  course,  soon 
followed  by  death.     This  is,  no  doubt,  the  general  mode  or  order  of 
its  action,  yet  it  may  influence  one  part  of  the  brain  in  one  subject, 
and  in  another  act  primarily  on  a  different  portion  of  the  nervous 
mass,  and  the  results  be  very  different.     Thus  Meigs,  in  his  work  on 
Obstetrics  says,  in  regard  to  the  action  of  ether  and  chloroform,  that 
**  the  statements  show  that  the  power  of  these  anesthetics  is  capable 
of  abolishing   the   sensibility,  without   greatly    interfering   with  the 
motor  power  of  the  subject,  or  it  may  abolish  the  motor  power,  and 
allow  the  sensitive  power  to  be  acute  as  in  health.     The  inhalation 
may  produce  anesthesia  of  the  thinking  brain,  yet  have  the  coordinat- 
ing  breathing  and  seeing  brains  intact,  or  it  may  put  a  temporary 
end  to  the  power  of  the  cerebellum  and  tubercula  quadrigemina,  with- 
out influencing  the  other  parts  of  the  encephalon.'*     At  other  times 
the  whole  force  of  vapor  inhaled  seems  to  be  directed  to  the  nerves  of 
the  heart,  and  death   results   from    syncope  ;    nor  does  it  seem  to 
depend  on  the  amount  used,  or  the  degree  of  dilution  with  air,  but 
depends  probably,  as  is  stated  by  Prof.   Wood,  **  on  some  idiosyn- 
crasy of  the  patient,  in  the  same  way  that  one  grain  of  calomel  will 
sometimes  salivate."     And  as  there  is  no  way  of  telling  before  its 
use  what  the  effect  may  be,  it  is  a  matter  of  paramount  importance 
that  its  administration  be  carefully  watched,  and  its  exhibition  sus- 
pended at  the  first  unfavorable  symptom,  such  as  failure  of  the  pulse, 
stertorous  breathing,  etc.,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  its  ad- 
ministration be  entrusted  only  to  competent  hands. 

Does  chloroform  increase  the  ratio  of  mortality  in  surgical  cases  ? 
This  question  is  in  dispute.  Dr.  Simpson  thinks  it  is  lessened,  aid 
has  published  statistics  to  show  that  such  is  the  case ;  while»  on  the 
other  hand.  Dr.  Arnott  adduces  figures  to  prove  that  it  has  materially 
increased.  Ericksen,  in  his  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery,  says  he  '*i8 
inclined  to  think  it  has  since  the  introduction  of  chlorofonn  in  opera- 
tive surgery,"  but  thinks  it  is  not  due  altogether  to  the  effects  of  the 
chloroform,  but  in  a  great  measure  to  the  less  cai*e  in  the  selection  of 
cases.  **  That  since  its  use  many  cases  are  operated  on  under  its  influ- 
ence, where,  without  it,  the  pain  of  the  operation  would  have  been 
sufficient  cause   for  their  rejection."     He  says  further:    ''Makiog, 
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liowerer,  a11  allowance  for  the  extension  of  operative  surgery  to 
extmne  cases,  that  were  formerly  thought  not  to  come  within  its 
Tinge,  I  can  not  but  think  that  chloroform  does  exercise  a  noxious 
indnence  on  the  constitution,  and  lessens  the  prospect  of  recovery  in 
certain  states  of  the  system,  more  especially  where  the  nervous  power 
i*  rafeebled,  or  the  blood  is  in  an  unhealthy  state.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances the  depressing  influence  of  the  chloroform  appears  to  me 
to  act  injuriously  ;  the  patient  does  not  rally  so  well  after  the  opera- 
tion, and  immunity  from  suffering  is  purchased  by  a  lessened  chance 
of  recovery."  Skey,  on  the  other  hand,  in  his  Operative  Surgery y  says  : 
'*  Although  I  have  seen  its  employment  pushed  in  many  cases  to  the 
Terge  of  apparent  apoplexy,  I  can  not  say,  even  in  such  examples, 
that  tlie  good  has  not  largely  predominated." 

There  is  still  a  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  selection  of 
cajbes,  and  the  proper  time  for  its  administration.  Some  surgeons 
advocate  its  use  in  all  cases  of  primary  amputations,  before  the 
fTstem  rallies  from  the  shock  of  the  injury,  and  consider  it  to  be  of 
••  inefltimable  value  in  preventing  a  second  shock  ;  "  while  others  are  of 
tlie  opinion  that  it  is  unnecessary,  if  not  positively  injurious,  and 
coDJiider  the  shock  itself  the  best  anesthetic. 

Some,  according  to  Ericksen,  go  so  far  as  to  believe  that  the  pain 
produced  by  the  operation  will  act  as  a  stimulant,  and  assist  the  sys- 
tPfD  to  rally.  But  this  appears  doubtful ;  for  when  the  system  is 
down  already  from  an  injury  it  has  received,  it  would  seem  to  be  an 
imt^ertain  mode  of  arousing  it  by  intiicting  a  second  injury,  which,  if 
tke  patient  was  sound,  would  of  itself  produce  a  shock  of  no  small 
mai^itnde.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  prostration  should  be  so 
great  that  it  would  prevent  an  operation  without  chloroform,  its  ad- 
ininijitnUion  would  in*  all  probability  produce  a  depressing  influence, 
that  the  recuperative  powers  of  the  whole  system  would  fail  to  over- 
cone.  In  such  cases,  it  has  been  recommended  to  use  ether  or  alco- 
hol with  the  chloroform,  which,  by  their  ^ Emulating  properties, 
woald  counteract,  in  some  measui-e,  the  sedative  action  of  the  cliloro- 
fr«nB,  without  impairing  its  anesthetic  influence.  Rome  recommend 
^ring  a  glass  of  brandy  just  before  using  the  chloroform,  and  say  the 
patinitji  rally  much  better  and  sooner  than  without,  and  that  the  dan- 
gler <rf  syncope  is  in  a  great  measure  avoided.  I  have  seen  this  plan 
adofnad  with  the  happiest  results. 

la  regmrd  to  the  use  of  chloroform  in  obstetrical  practice,  we  also 
ecmflictiiig  opinions ;  some,  as  Dr.  Simpson,  advocating  its  use 
'*wAdat  the  suffering  of  childbearing,"  and  states  that  "  its  effect  is 
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perfect,  and  may  be  maintained  miinterrnptedly  for  many  hours,  with- 
out influencing  the  frequency  or  force  of  the  uterine  contractions,  and 
without  any  eventual  harm."  Prof.  Meigs  is  strongly  opposed  to  its 
use,  either  in  natural  labor,  or,  with  few  exceptions,  in  cases  of  instru- 
mental delivery,  and  observes,  "  that  after  having  carefully  studied 
the  effects  of  etherization  or  chloroformization,  whether  in  this  coun- 
try or  in  Europe,  I  remain  as  yet  unconvinced  either  of  the  necessity 
of  the  method,  or  its  propriety,  as  an  ordinary  recourse."  Yet  he 
does  not  say  that  there  may  not  be  cases  where,  from  the  amount  of 
extreme  suffering,  it  may  not  be  necessary  **  to  cast  the  woman  in  the 
full  anesthesia  of  etherization."  Dr.  Churchill  is  a  warm  advocate  of 
its  employment  in  obstetrical  operations,  but  thinks  ii  has  done,  and 
may  do  much  harm,  and  advises  that  it  be  used  with  caution,  and 
adds  :  '*  As  to  natural  labor,  as  I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  large 
majority  of  cases  convalescence  is  at  all  impeded  by  the  suffering,  I  can 
not  see  the  necessity,  or  even  the  propriety,  of  urging  the  employment 
in  every  case,  and  I  do  feel  that  greater  caution  ought  to  be  used  than 
in  operative  midwifery." 

The  contraindications  for  the  use  of  chloroform  seem  to  be  determin- 
ation to'  the  brain  of  apoplectic  type,  great  exhaustion  from  loss  of 
blood,  and  diseases  of  the  heart.  (Skey.)  The  antidotes  are  fresh 
air,  dashing  cold  water  in  the  face,  ammonia,  and  in  extreme  cases 
artificial  respiration. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  quotations  I  have  used,  I  arrive  at  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions  : 

1.  Chloroform  operates  as  a  sedative  on  the  nerve  centres,  and 
through  the  nervous  system  on  the  circulation,  as  is  shown  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  pulse,  which,  as  the  chloroform  exerts  its  influence  on 
the  system,  becomes  weaker,  slower,  and  less  frequent. 

2.  That,  as  a  general  rule,  its  first  effect  is  felt  on  the  cerebral  lobes, 
next  the  cerebellum  is  brought  under  its  influence,  then  the  corpora 
quadrigemini,  then  the  spinal  marrow,  and  lastly  the  medulla  oblon- 
gata, when  life  soon  becomes  extinct ;  but  that  it  may  in  some  rare  cases 
spend  its  force  on  the  heart,  producing  instant  death. 

3.  It  may,  as  a  general  rule,  be  used  with  safety  where  the  consti- 
tutional disease  is  not  such  as  to  preclude  an  operation. 

4.  That  in  midwifery,  unless  in  case  of  extreme  suffering,  it  is  per- 
haps best  not  to  employ  it  in  natural  labor,  but  may  bd  of  great  ben- 
efit to  the  accoucheur,  as  well  as  the  patient,  in  instrumental  delivery, 
turning,  etc. 

6.  That  in  all   cases  it  should  be  used  with  caution,   and  never 
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entrust  to  those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  its  effects,  or  to  care- 
ksB  hands,  and  that  its  use  should  be  discontinued  at  the  supervention 
of  the  first  unpleasant  symptom,  sinking  of  the  pulse,  stertorous  breath- 
ing, etc. 

6.  That  it  is,  in  most  cases  at  least,  better  that  the  chloroform  be 
dflnted  with  ether,  or  alcohol,  which  by  their  stimulating  effect  will 
prevent  too  great  a  degree  of  sedation,  without  impairing  its  anes- 
tlietio  properties ;  or,  that  a  stimulant  of  some  kind  be  given  before 
tiie  Qse  of  the  chloroform. 

Dr.  Hntchinson  said  the  subject  of  anesthetics  was  one  in  which 

be  needed  instruction.  He  thought  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  paper  prob- 
ably correct,  and  he  gave  a  history  of  the  discovery  of  anesthetic  agents 
11  Boston.  The  statements  in  reference  to  anesthesia  by  the  discov- 
erer were  received  with  doubts,  and  the  profession  then  opposed  the 
position  taken  by  him,  until  he  told  them  what  the  agents  used  were, 
aad  administered  them.  Dr.  H.  uses  chloroform  as  a  medical /Cigent, 
aad  in  obstetrics  mixes  chloroform  and  ether.  He  has  used  it  iu  other 
coiniitions,  for  the  purpose  of  allaying  spasm,  as  in  puerperal  convul- 
aioos  ;  thinks  it  a  good  remedy  in  such  cases,  and  that  it  will  allay 
the  spasms.  He  gave  it  in  a  case  in  which  forceps  were  used.  He 
woald  use  it  in  cases  of  convulsions  from  albuminuria,  and  for  spasms 
in  children.  He  had  seen  it  given  to  a  person  on  whom  the  operation 
ior  extracting  a  tooth  was  to  be  performed.     It  made  the  patient  wild. 

Theiv  are  something  near  a  hundred  cases  of  death  from  its  use  on 
record,  but  some  of  them  may  have  died  from  other  causes.  Thinks 
tbe  majority  of  cases  of  death  arc  produced  by  asphyxia.  .  It  is  a 
great  agent,  as  well  as  many  others,  for  the  relief  of  disease  and  suf- 

fcrin^r. 

Dr.  ^'ox  has  had  but  little  experience  with  chloroform.  He  uses  it 
internally,  as  in  gastralgia,  and  where  there  is  stricture  in  the  bowels, 
wber?  purgatives  would  not  act  well.  He  gives  from  one-half  to  a 
t€a»poonful  ;  knows  of  no  remedy  as  good  in  gastralgia  ;  has  known 
it  U)  rtlieve  in  cases  where  large  doses  of  compound  extract  of  colo- 
fyntli  faile*i  to  act.  He  follows  its  use  by  calomel.  Has  used  it 
externally  with  good  effect  to  sooth  pain. 

Dr.  T-  B.  Harvey  has  had  some  experience  with  it  as  an  anesthetic, 
bot  ha*  not  n<iefl  it  as  an  extcnial  remc«ly.  For  extracting  teeth, 
openioc  ^mall  abscess,  and  such  purposes,  he  has  used  it  so  as  not  to 
pro«lm^  complete  anesthesia.  He  thinks  it  may  be  used  safely  in  this 
war  pnre  ;  hot  in  graver  forms  of  disease,  it  ought  to  be  combined 
vitb  ether,  or  alcohol.     He  has  administered  it  to  assist  in  reducing 
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dislocation.  He  and  Dr.  Hatchinson  had  used  it  in  a  case  of  luxation 
of  the  shoulder  joint,  where  the  ordinary  means  had  failed,  and  where 
lever  power  applied  hy  means  of  a  wheel,  so  arranged  as  to  produce 
steady  and  powerful  traction,  also  failed  ;  the  reaction  was  easily 
eflfected  while  the  patient  was  under  the  influence  of  the  medicine. 

Dr.  Heavenridge  said  this  paper  is  of  a  practical  nature,  giving  the 
kinds  of  cases  in  which  it  may  he  used.  The  essayist  did  not  give 
the  modus  operandi'  of  the  agent.  Heavenridge  thinks  that  it  acts  by 
displacing  the  oxygen,  and  supplying  its  place  with  carbon  in  the 
blood.  He  says  that  the  cerebiiim  requires  a  greater  amount  of  oxy- 
gen than  the  cerebellum.  It  —  chloroform  —  diminishes  the  energy 
of  the  medulla  oblongata  ;  it  impairs  the  action  of  the  heart  through 
this  agency.  The  laughing  gas  operates  in  an  opposite  manner,  by 
supplying  oxygen  and  depriving  the  blood  of  carbon.  He  considers 
chloroform  the  best  of  the  anesthetics.  He  has  seen  chloroform  and 
ether  both  used  separately  and  conjointly  :  conjointly  it  produces  a 
wild,  delirious  state.  Dr.  Brainard  once  objected  to  the  use  of  chloro- 
form, but  now  thinks  very  favorably  of  it,  giving  a  little  brandy 
soon  after  its  use.  Dr.  H.  has  given  it  in  spasms  of  the  stomach  with 
good  effect,  but  finds  that  to  continue  its  use  too  long  it  produces 
anemia.     He  has  used  it  in  various  forms  with  good  effect. 

Dr.  Thompson  has  not  used  it  much  himself.  In  respect  to  the 
modus  operandi  of  the  medicine,  he  thinks  a  little  diffierently  from  Dr. 
Heavenridge's  position  —  he  thinks  it  is  absorbed  first.  He  does  not 
think  the  theory  good  that  the  agent  acts  on  the  parts  as  Dr.  Heaven- 
ridge states  ;  but  that  it  acts  first  on  the  cerebrum,  and  on  down,  and 
finally  on  the  nerve  centres.  He  does  not  think  it  acts  primarily  on 
the  blood,  but  on  the  nerves,  and  then  on  the  blood,  by  producing  a 
failure  to  aerate  the  blood  ;  that  its  manner  of  action  is  a  peculiar 
idiosyncrasy.  There  are  several  contraindications  to  its  use.  He 
thinks  it  excellent  in  spasmodic  disease.  He  compares  its  action  in 
such  disease  to  holding  on  to  the  rein  of  a  horse  trying  to  run  away. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  it  has  no  effect  on  uterine  contractions, —  has 
used  it  in  one  case.  He  once  had  the  medicine  administered  to  him- 
self by  Dr.  T.  B.  Harvey,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  tooth  extracted. 
He  knew  all  that  was  passing,  he  thought,  and  when  the  tooth  came 
out,  but  felt  no  pain.  He  says  Dr.  Palmer  gives  it  to  his  patients 
from  the  phial,  letting  the  patient  hold  the  phial,  for  the  reason  that 
80  soon  as  he  has  taken  enough,  the  arm  will  fall.  He  stated  the 
manner  of  using  it  by  Dr.  Palmer  in  neuralgia  ;  thinks  it  might  be 
injected  under  the  skin  in  neuralgia  ;  would  have  been  afraid  to  ad- 
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minister  Urge  doses  at  first,  but  now  thinks  he  would  give  large  doses  ; 
give  it  in  one  case  of  sciatica,  in  which  other  remedies  had  failed,  by 
inhalation  ;  continued  it  from  day  to  day  until  patient  took  two 
quarts.     It  relieved. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  explains  his  idea  of  the  modus  operandi  of  the 
medicine  by  asphyxia,  by  stating  the  manner  of  the  production  of 
asphyxia.     Pressure  in  the  brain  produces  it. 

Dr.  Heavenridge  gave  it  in  a  case  of  gemingfits^  from  drunkenness, 

at  a  time  when  the  case  seemed  to  be  near  a  fatal  termination.     Partial 

relief.     He  died.     Also  in  the  case  of  a  lady  with  nervous  twitchings 

or  jerkings  on  one  side,  one  arm,  and  one  side  of  her  face.     She  grew 

coBjitantly  worse,  until  chloroform  was  given  her,  when  she  became 

quiet.     But  she  died.     The  remedy  was  used  after  the  active  stage 

had  been  reduced  by  blisters,  etc.     He  thinks  it  a  good  remedy  in 

deiiriam  tremens ;  has  given  it  in  such  cases  with  good  effects ;  has 

givf-n  it  in  typhoid  fever,  where  there  was  morbid  vigilance,  where 

odkpr  rpme<iie8  had  failed. 

l>r.  Clark  has  had  no  experience  with  use  of  chloroform,  but  says 
tbat  Prof.  Davis  use<l  it  in  the  morbid  vigilance  of  typhoid  fever. 

Ih-.  Kenedy  thinks  we  do  not  know  anything  of  the  modus  operandi 
of  the  agent ;  thinks  the  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether  not  good, 
lei-mose  he  never  saw  a  case  that  could  be  kept  still  under  their  use. 
Hr  ftaw  tlie  mixture  frequently  used  in  college.  Prof.  Brainard  ad- 
ministered it  sufficiently  to  get  the  patient  under  its  influence,  then 
to'-k  it  away,  and  as  soon  as  it  began  to  lose  its  effects,  he  applied  it 
a^in.  As  an  internal  remedy,  K.  gives  it  in  teaspoonful  doses. 
Hr  *ay»  onr  object  is  to  first  get  the  patient  still,  and  then  keep  him 
m>  until  the  o|»eration  is  performed.  Inhere  are  cases  in  which  this 
imirfiy  is  not  so  good  as  morphia.  He  has  given  it  in  hysteria  with 
rmpi'l  relief. 

Iir.  C/lark  wants  to  know  what  is  the  consistency  in  mixing  chloro- 
form and  ether,  as  he  thinks  the  effect  of  each  opposite  the  other, 
ecfaer  U^ing  a  stimulant,  and  chloroform  a  sedative. 

I>T.  Cnminger  thinks  the  chloroform  obtunds  the  nervous  sensibility ; 
that  it  paralyzes  the  motor  nerves.  The  agent  enters  the  circulation, 
a&*l  a<^  throaghout  the  whole  system.  The  modus  operandi  is  as  Dr. 
Hravenridge  has  expresseil  it.  He  thinks  pure  chloroform  the  best ; 
d--*^  n*H  like  the  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether.  He  has  used  chlo- 
r^f'-na  in  varions  forms  ;  gave  it  in  traumatic  tetanus,  but  the  patient 
dferi ;  haa  used  it  with  controlling  effect  in  convulsions  ;  tliinks  it  an 
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excellent  agent  in  surgery.  Dr.  Morton  has  used  it  in  no  cases  but 
externally ;  thinks  it  would  be  the  remedy  in  puerperal  convulsions. 

Dr.  Lockhart  has  not  used  it  very  much.  In  the  school  where  he 
obtained  his  education,  they  were  opposed  to  its  use.  Dr.  Meigs 
opposed  it,  and  there  was  an  agreement  not  to  use  it  in  the  college. 
He  thinks  its  effect  all  in  the  maliner  of  giving  it,  and,  therefore, 
disagrees  with  Thompson.  He  thinks  burglars  do  use  it.  Persona 
asleep,  are  naturally  in  a  condition  to  receive  it,  and  it  does  not  take 
much  to  produce  anesthesia  under  such  circumstances.  He  stated  how 
Dr.  Jameson  used  it  for  extracting  a  tooth.  The  Doctor  talked  his 
patient  into  the  condition  favorable  for  its  action,  so  that  it  took  but 
little  to  produce  the  desired  effect.  As  to  the  method  of  its  action,  Dr. 
L.  agrees  in  opinion  with  Drs.  Hutchinson  and  Heavenridge.  It  is 
not  much  absorbed  ;  it  produces  partial  paralysis  of  the  pneumogastric 
nerve.  As  a  result  we  have  imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood.  In  a 
word,  we  have  partial  asphyxia,  or  so-called  anesthesia.  Thinks 
Heavenridge's  idea  good,  that  it  supplies  the  place  of  oxygen.  As  a 
local  agent  chloroform  is  an  excellent  remedy.  Has  never  been  able 
to  relieve  but  one  case  of  neuralgia. 

Dr.  Evans  has  had  but  little  experience  with  it ;  has  seen  it  given 
in  an  operation  of  necrosis  in  a  child,  in  which  it  had  almost  proved 
fatal,  and  in  a  case  of  a  man  with  cancer  of  the  face,  with  dangerous 
efifect  also.  In  those  cases  which  have  died,  many  of  them  presented 
various  diseases,  while  others  presented  no  disease  at  all ;  thinks  it 
ought  to  be  used  with  caution,  and  mixed  with  ether.  He  has  given 
it  in  connection  with  quinine  in  intermittent  fever,  with  good  effect ; 
but  it  produces  intoxication,  or  an  unpleasant  effect.  The  modus  ope- 
randi, he  thinks,  is  as  Dr.  Cuminger  has  stated. 

Dr.  Reagan  thinks  Dr.  Lockhait  a  little  too  timid  about  the  ai-ticle. 
He  has  used  it  often,  in  various  forms  ;  he  applies  water  to  the  face 
as  a  restorer,  after  its  use ;  saw  it  used  in  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  eye, 
with  good  effect.  He  gives  it  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful ;  it  is  a  good 
agent,  used  judiciously.  He  gave  it  in  a  case  of  spasm  in  a  child, 
and  relieved  it  directly  ;  has  but  little  faith  in  its  external  use.  He 
thinks  we  are  too  much  afraid  of  it ;  we  give  it  and  run. 

Dr.  Wm.  F.  Harvey  has  never  used  the  remedy,  except  as  a  topical 
agent  for  the  relief  of  toothache ;  says  he  saw  the  mixture  of  chloro- 
form and  ether  used  in  the  Commercial  Hospital,  in  a  large  number  of 
cases,  and  many  of  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  administered  had 
severe  operations  performed  on  them,  as  amputation  of  the  arm,  foot, 
thumb,  etc.,  and  in  no  case  did  he  see  the  effect  spoken  of  by  Dr. 
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Kenedy,  bat  that  ^  all  seemed  to  be  tolerably  easily  made  still  and  to 
ifnain  so. 

Dr.  T.  B.  Harvey  states  that  there  is  a  medico-legal  view  of  the  sub- 
ject diat  has  not  yet  been  brought  to  view,  that  is,  in  case  of  rape  while 
a  female  is  ander  its  influence.  He  mentioned  the  case  reported  in 
Diyt<»n.  Ohio.  He  believes  that  a  person  may  perform  rape,  and  the 
female  be  conscious  of  it,  yet  powerless. 

Dr.  Caminger  asks,  May  it  not  be  a  hallucination  of  the  mind,  while 
nder  the  action  of  the  remedy  ? 

Dr.  Thompson  related  a  case  of  a  female  whose  mind  was  in  such 
a  condition  •  that  they  thought  the  physician  had  violated  her  person, 
wliiJe  there  were  many  persons  in  the  room,  and  the  door  open  on  the 


Delivery  of  the  Placenta  In  Early  Abortion : 

k  WMTLl  TO  THE  CBITICISX  OP  O.  C.  GIBBS,  If.D.,  PUBLISHED  IN  TUE   AMERICAN   MEDICAL 

MONTHLY   FOB   SEPTEMBER   LAST. 

Mea^iRi;.  Editors  : — A  copy  of  the  above  journal  having  been  sent  me 
afcw  liay^  since  (now  December  6th),  I  discovered,  upon  looking  over 
ita  cf»nt<'nt>,  among  a  batch  of  compilations,  by  that  indefatigable  col- 
ial«orat<>r  of  the  journal,  O.  C.  Gibbs,  M.D.,  a  garbled  extract  from, 
with  an  at*companying  criticism  upon,  an  article  of  mine,  bearing  the 
title  alwrve-uamed,  and  published  in  your  journal  for  July. 

We  chink  this  lioctor  is  certainly  afflicted  with  a  cacoethes  carpendu 
He  i«-ni>  \*j  have  a  penchant  for  pointing  out  the  errors  of  his  profes- 
fiooal  brethren,  and  then  condescendingly  giving  them  the  benefit  of 
ki»  va*t  fund  of  knowledge,  and  imparting  his  (of  couise,  the  best) 
Beth<Mi,  notwithstanding  it  should  smack  almost  of  the  schools  of  the 
Auriepiado'  ;  he  feels,  profoundly,  the  responsibility  of  his  position — 
GBt«-rer  to  a  metropolitan  journal, —  and  deems  it  his  prerogative,  nay, 
isifitTativc  duty,  to  set  men  right,  should  they  chance  to  differ  from  — 
kim  !  Hi-*  counterpart  must  have  flourished  in  the  days  of  Hippo- 
crati^,  wIk'u  Home  contended  **man  was  all  blood,  others  that  he  was 
aU  bile,  others  all  phlegm,  and  some  all  gas.'* 

S*A  lonir  Mince,  I  proposed  a  remedy  for  obstinate  intermittents,  one 
wkicli  will  cmrt  nearly  all  cases,  in  a  verj-  short  time,  when  adminis- 
trr*'*]  in  a  certain  manner.  Now,  this  astute  gentleman  discovered 
tbe  crrfttment — remedy,  I  presume  he  meant  —  was  not  new  ;  it 
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was  not  claimed  that  the  remedy  was  new,  nor  the  treatment  entirely 
80,  although  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  any  written  account  of  it.  When 
novelty  or  originality  is  claimed,  then  it  is  time  enough  to  deny  snch 
claim. 

In  intermittents  that  were  recurring  every  few  weeks,  I  generally 
performed  a  permanent  cure  in  from  ten  days  to  two  weeks.  Now,  it 
is  a  notorious  fact  that  in  malarial  districts  quinine  will  often  do  no 
more  than  temporarily  arrest  the  paroxysms,  and  that  patients  are  some- 
times subject  to  a  recurrence  of  them  even  while  continuing  the  remedy 
in  prophylactic  doses ;  yet,  this  gentleman  trots  out  his  eternal  qni- 
nine,  which  he  says  must  first  be  given  to  arrest  the  paroxysms,  then  a 
dose  every  morning  for  a  week,  and  then  once  a  week  during  the  mal- 
arial season.  This  is  an  improvement  upon  arsenic  with  a  vengeance ! 
But  to  the  present  case. 

In  my  paper  I  propose  to  stop  the  haemorrhage  in  early  abortions, 
consequent  upon  a  partially  adherent  placenta,  by  the  removal  of  this 
body  with  the  finger,  in  preference  to  all  instruments,  etc.  But  be- 
cause, forsooth,  some  great  lights  in  the  profession,  as  Gibbs,  Gardner, 
Meigs,  Kamsbotham,  and  some  other  eminent  gentlemen,  have  failed 
to  deliver  in  this  way,  ergo,  it  can't  be  done ;  and,  with  a  commend- 
able interest  in  the  welfare  of  young  practitioners,  he  warns  them  to 
prepare  for  a  failure  in  my  method,  and  **  to  be-  acquainted  with 
other  i-esources."  And  as  Moses  pointed  the  Israelites  to  the  brazen 
serpent  in  their  time  of  trouble,  so  he  points  to  them  in  their  hour  of 
extremity,  to  a  sure  deliverance.      Vid.  Carey's  decidual  separator. 

In  a  quotation  he  makes  from  my  article,  which  reads  as  follows : 
"  Sometimes  I  do  not  get  all  (the  placenta)  removed,"  etc.,  he  seems 
to  have  found  a  mare's  nest — a  text  upon  which  to  base  a  homily, 
and  with  great  self-gratulation  he  exclaims  :  "  So  it  seems  Br.  Sheets 
is  not  always  successful,"  ete.  I  do  not  say  I  can  not  remove  all,  for 
I  can  if  I  choose.  But  where  is  my  want  of  success  ?  I  thought  the 
great  object  of  success  was  to  arrest  uterine  haemorrhage,  which  I 
always  do,  nowithstanding  I  do  not  always  remove  the  entire  placenta. 
From  experience  I  have  learned  that  the  complete  removal  is  not  al- 
ways necessary  to  stop  the  haemorrhage,  which  being  arrested  the  great 
object  is  accomplished,  be  the  placenta  all  or  only  in  part  removed. 
Effecting  the  separation  (here  I  would  observe  that  the  word  pull  in 
the  original  article  should  Vead  peel)  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus  is 
often  exceedingly  painful,  let  it  be  done  in  what  manner  it  may,  and 
you  will  many  times  be  begged  by  the  patient  to  desist.  So  soon  as 
I  think  a  sufficient  amount  has  been  removed,  I  cease  my  efforts.     It 
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Bost  be  remembered  that  these  placentas  often  adhere  with  great  tena- 
city, and  that  no  finger  or  instrument  can  remove  them  other  than 
fU:emual,  for  which  our  worthy  friend  has  such  a  horror. 

He  next  tortures  his  brain  to  present  a  case  in  which  I  should  fail, 
tale««  I  have  "a  small  hand,  or  a  finger  nail  two  inches  long."     I 
coDcur  in  an  opinion  I  once  saw,  that  no  man  with  a  very  large  hand 
ought  to  practice  midwifery.     In  this  case,  I  judge,  from  it  and  the 
context,  he  is  of  opinion  I  could  not  introduce  my  hand  into  the  va- 
gina.   He  quotes  Ramsbotham  as  saying  there  are  some  cases  in  which 
the  hand  can  not  be  introduced  into  the  vagina.     Ramsbotham  simply 
M?B  no  such  thing,  but  that  "  we  shall  be  equally  unsuccessful  in  any 
iUempta  we  may  make  to  get  it  (the  placenta)  away  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  hand ;  for  the  uterine  cavity  is  not  large  enough  to  admit 
the  passage  of  the  hand  within  it.**    Our  critic  also  says  :  **  We  have 
•era  several  cases  in  which  it  was  all  we  could  do,  with  justifiable 
force,  to  touch  the  os,  saying  nothing  of  traversing  the  whole  inte- 
rior of  the  womb.*'     We  will  just  say  to  Dr.  G.  that  if  he  had  intro- 
duced one  hand  into  the  vagina,  the  womb  being  well  pressed  down 
with  the  other,  he  might  have  traversed  ^e  whole  internal  surface. 
hotM  not  every  one  know  that  the  vagina  is  very  elastic ;  and  the 
gradual  introduction  of  a  hand,  well  lubricated  with  oil,  with  the  fin- 
gm  extended,  the  ends  of  the  index  and  little  fingers  touching,  and  the 
thomb  lying  over  the  palm,  can  be  effected  with  little  pain  ?    At  least 
»j  patients  make  but  little  complaint  of  this  part  of  the  process. 

There  was  a  time  when  I  thought  as  Dr.  Gibbs.  I  have  had  cases 
in  which  I  could  feel  the  os,  and  when  I  used  all  the  force  I  thought 
jofetiiiable,  I  could  merely  touch  part  of  the  placenta,  or  membranes. 
Xow,  if  this  same  amount  of  force  had  been  properly  directed,  I  might 
have  reached  the  fundus  uteri,  and  removed  the  placenta ;  but  my  hand 
va«  fthapcd  into  a  fist,  except  the  index  finger,  and  kept  entirely  out- 
side the  vulva ;  of  course,  under  such  circumstances,  and  with  a  short 
finger,  I  could  never  reach  much  farther  than  the  os.  How  1  have 
totkd  and  labored,  for  days,  with  mechanical  contrivances,  to  get  away 
the  plaoentJi,  my  patient  suffering  all  the  while  from  hiemonhage,  ex- 
crpt  when  the  tampon  was  applied  !  If  I  am  ever  forgiven  for  the  past, 
the  future  bhall  bear  a  better  record  !  It  did  not  occur  to  me  for  a 
lottg  time  to  introduce  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  then  with  one 
fiftgvT  enter  the  womb,  detach  and  bring  away  the  offending  and  mis- 
chief-making subsUnce;  I  had  no  one  to  tell  me.  How  gladly  I 
•hoold  hAve  improved  the  lesson ;  but  gradually  the  knowledge  forced 

IT.- 
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itself  upon  me.     And  now,  when  the  method  is  plainly  pointed  out  to 
our  Clitic,  he  is  as  blindly  in  the  dark  as  before. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  article,  I  have  learned  that  Dr.  W. 
Tyler  Smith  removes  the  ovum,  by  means  of  the  finger,  pretty  much 
as  I  have  described  the  removal  of  the  placenta.  He  says  :  ''If  the 
bag  of  the  early  ovimi  can  be  felt  with  the  finger  in  the  cervix  uteri,  it 
can  generally,  by  careful  manipulation,  be  separated  from  the  uterus, 
and  got  away  by  the  finger  alone.  Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  intro- 
duce the  hand  into  the  vagina,  in  order  to  gei  the  finger  into  the  uterus  ; 
and  if  the  haemorrhage  is  alarming,  the  case  urgent,  and  the  os  uteri 
sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the  finger,  there  need  be  no  hesitation  in 
adopting  this  method.  I  have  never  seen  any  ill  effects  from  such  an 
introduction  of  the  hand  and  finger." 

But  let  us  turn  again  to  our  critic:  "We  repeat  there  are  cases 
wher^  a  physician  would  not  be  justified  in  using  the  requisite  force 
for  the  introduction  of  an  ordinary  sized  hand,  at  least  so  long  as  there 
is  a  better,  easier,  more  expeditious  and  less  painful  way  to  accomplish 
the  same  end."  And  what  is  this  great  desideratum  which  is  now 
supplied?  Carey's  decidual  separator.  In  the  Western  Lancet  for 
April,  1857,  we  have  a  drawing  of  this  instrument,  which  is  made  of 
steel,  twelve  inches  long,  one  end  shaped  like  a  vectis,  for  intro- 
ducing between  the  membranes  and  uterus,  and  effecting  their  separa- 
tion, while  the  other  end  is  fashioned  like  Dewees'  placenta  hook. 
Dr.  Carey  says  :  **  The  operation,  with  this  instrument,  is  practicable 
at  all  stages  of  pregnancy,  during  which  the  ovum  derives  its  nourish- 
ment from  the  mother  through  the  decidua.  This,  of  course,  limits  it 
to  a  short  period,  which  is  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  placenta ;  so 
that  this  instrument  is  only  intended  to  separate  the  ovum  and  deci- 
dua, and  not  the  placenta,  from  the  uterus."  Again  he  says  :  "  The 
decidua  can  generally  be  extracted  from  the  uterus  by  means  of  the  claw 
or  hook  of  the  separator,  sometimes  almost  entirely.  When  this  is  not 
the  case,  the  subdivision  and  comminution  to  which  it  is  subjected  in 
detaching  it  from  the  womb,  will  greatly  hasten  its  maceration  and 
discharge."  It  is  well  known  that  an  inventor  will  always  claim  the 
greatest  amount  of  usefulness  and  perfection  for  his  instrument ;  and 
yet,  my  friend  Dr.  Carey  does  not  claim  that  he  ever  removes  the 
decidua  entirely  ;  while,  per  contra.  Dr.  G.  says  :  "  We  have  horror 
of  *  piecemeals,*  and  believe  that  success,**  with  this  instrument,  "  may 
alioays  crown  our  efforts."  I  have  as  great  a  horror  of  instruments 
when  used  as  this  is,  as  he  has  of  piecemeals.;  and  with  Hamsbotham 
I  entirely  coincide,  who  says  :  "I  have  a  great  objection  to  the  pas- 
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•ag«  of  any  instnnnent  within  the  uterus,  unless  we  could  guide  it, 
mud  control  its  action  by  the  finger  or  hand  introduced  into  the  cavity." 
Two  years  ago,  I  had  a  bad  case  of  haemorrhage,  consequent  upon 
mn  early  abortion.  The  patient  was  a  very  large,  robust  woman,  but 
when  I  saw  her  she  was  quite  faint  from  loss  of  blood,  and  almost  in 
m  ptate  of  syncope.  After  some  searching,  I  found,  and  removed 
entire,  a  Tery  small  placenta,  not  thicker  than  a  twenty-five  cent  piece. 
8och  a  placenta  I  defy  any  man  to  find  with  an  instrument ;  it  would 
be  impossible  to  tell  when  the  instrument  came  in  contact  with  it,  much 
lew  to  g<»t  hold  of  and  remove  it.  In  a  larger  placenta  the  adhesion  is  so 
ftvmt  that  if  you  ever  suoceed  in  fastening  the  hook  into  it,  it  will 
tear  out,  while  the  claw  will  slip  over,  or  to  one  side  of  the  placenta, 
without  detaching  it.  In  some  cases,  when  there  is  irregular'  contrac- 
tioB  of  the  uterus,  sometimes  like  hourglass  contraction,  an  instrument 
ran  not  be  adapted  to  its  internal  surface,  and  therefore  you  can  not 
to«ich  the  placenta  at  all  where  it  joins  the  womb.  These  irregular 
contractions  are  sometimes  caused  by  the  finger, -sometimes  they  seem 
to  follow  a  removal  of  part  of  the  placenta. 

Hear  Dr.  Tyler  Smith  again  :  *'  It  must  be  said,  however,  that^^ith 
■n  the  instrumental  devices  for  the  removal  of  the  embryo,  there  is 
dancer  of  injuring  the  uterus,  and  with  the  hand  in  the  vagina  a  case 
can  hardly  occur  in  which  the  embryo  and  membranes,  or  portions  of 
tlr  latter,  when  retained,  can  not  be  detached  and  brought  away  by  the 
fincer.  Time  and  patience  are  sometimes  necessary  for  this  manipula- 
tii*ii,  hut  I  have  never  known  it  fail." 

XotwithKtanding  all  our  critic's  eulogies  upon  the  separator,  he 
•hrtrs  tries  his  finger  first,  to  separate  the  placenta  and  remove  the 
Kntndines  ;  why  not  always  have  that  instrument  in  his  coat  pocket, 
vA  at  once  resort  to  that  "better,  easier,  more  expeditious  and  less 
ftiafnl  "  method  ?  We  care  not  how  ridiculous  or  absurd  an  idea  may 
W,  we  always  like  consistency. 

In  ronclnirion  we  would  only  say  :  **  Xullms  addictus  in  verba  jurare 
^t^^i^tri.*'  Let  every  one  judge  of  tho  respective  merits  of  the  two 
n**!*^  hr  a  fair  trial,  and  we  are  confident  of  what  the  decision  will 
W  with  tmbiasaed  minds.  L.  D.  Sheets,  M.D. 
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Obstetrical  Auscultation. 

B.  F.  RICHABDSOK,  M.D.,  AND  HIS  CRITICISM  :    A  BBPLT  BT  J.  H.  TATB,  M.D. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — In  the  December  number  of  your  journal  I  find 
tbat  th3  author  of  a  critique  has  again  made  his  appearance.  We 
notice,  however,  a  marked  change  from  the  disdainful  condescension 
which  characterized  his  first  effusion  :  the  "short-gun  literature  "  has 
evidently  taken  effect,  and  our  some  time  eagle  has  suddenly  dropt 
from  his  lofty  hight,  while  now,  as  he  floats  on  crippled  wing,  we 
perceive  it  was  only  a  buzzard  that  was  sporting  in  the  upper  sky. 

In  regard  to  our  first  case  of  auscultation  he  has  now  but  a  word  or 
two  to  say,  and  from  these  we  may  gather  that  in  his  circle  of  practice 
he  has  found  the  rule  established,  that  a  physician  is  never  to  be  left  in 
a  room  with  a  female  patient,  without  the  presence  of  a  third  person. 

In  commencing  a  discussion  of  the  case  of  ruptured  uterus,  he  at 
once  falls  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  we  had  ever  imagined  it  neces- 
saiT  to  prove  by  authorities  that  it  was  a  case  of  that  nature.  We 
att^pted  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  only  quoted  Smith  to  show  that 
the  systems  of  rupture  were  sometimes  so  obscure  that  a  physician 
might  be  for  a  few  minutes  in  the  room  with  a  patient,  might  make 
an  examination  per  vaginam,  and  yet  not  detect  a  rtlpture  when  one 
existed.  ^  Now,  as  the  quotation  proved  the  point,  we  are  not  sur- 
prised that  our  critic  was  dissatisfied  with  the  extract. 

The  facts  which  we  mentioned,  as  occurring  in  the  case,  and  especial- 
ly that  the  practitioner  who  introduced  his  hand  into  the  abdominal 
cavity  had  declared  it  was  a  rupture,  are  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  fair- 
minded  men ;  but  there  is  a  critic  who,  it  appears,  has  a  grudge  of 
three  and  a  half  years*  standing  to  gratify,  who,  of  course,  will  not  be 
satisfied.  Rather  than  believe  this,  with  his  usual  proclivity  for  de- 
famation, he  will  suggest  that  probably  that  physician  ruptured  tbe 
uterus  himself. 

Admitting  it  to  have  been  a  case  of  rupture  of  the  uterus,  our  critic 
is  willing  to  allow  that  the  child  had  escaped  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  But  if  this  were  so,  then  it  must  have  been  something 
more,  for  the  utenis  having  been  some  time  emptied,  according  to  the 
conduct  of  hollow  muscular  organs,  must  have  contracted  to  the  size 
which  it  usually  assumes  after  delivery,  and,  of  course,  the  rent  must 
have  been  proportionately  narrowed ;  for,  before  we  had  arrived  at  our 
diagnosis,  several  hours  had  certainly  elapsed  since  the  occurrence  ^ 
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the  accident.     Moreover,  the  child  was  dead,  and  as  the  pulse  was  not 
greatly  depressed,  the  internal  hcemorrhage  must  have  heen  arrested. 

Now,  onr  sapient  critic  tells  ns  that  such  a  case  is  to  he  treated  with 
die  same  promptness,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  the  child  were 
alive  and  in  the  womh,  and  as  if  the  accident  had  happened  in  the 
presence  of  the  physician.  Moreover,  he  tells  us  that  on  this  subject 
aothorities  are  all  united,  and  that  the  treatment  upon  which  all 
is  immediate  delivery  through  the  natural  passages.  How  far 
this  is  true,  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  following  passages : 

''That  operation  (gastrotomy)  is  preferable  to  the' method  of  those 
piactitioiiers  who  have  passed  the  hand  across  the  rupture  of  the  womb, 
in  order  to  reach  the  feet  in  the  depths  of  the  abdomen.  We  should 
mot  extract  the  child  by  the  feet,  unless  they  can  be  felt  near  the  mouth 
of  tlie  womb,  or  when  the  child  is  entirely  within  that  viscus.'' — Bau- 
Mocqoe,  v.  ii.,  p.  630. 

**  If  the  child  has  fallen  completely  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  the 

iadications  to  be  fulfilled  will  not  be  so  clear.     Some  think  it  will  be 

»ie  prudent  to  open  an  artificial  route  for  the  foetus  than  to  seek  to 

it  through  the  natural  passages.     I  have  often  had  recourse  to 

latter  method  ;  the  little  success  with  which  it  has  been  crowned, 

m  the  divers  cases  where  we  have  employed  it,  seems  to  legalize  the 

Mdaesa  of  those  who  decide  to  open  the  walls  of  the  abdomen.'' — 

Monaiu  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Faculty  at  Paris,  v.  ii.,  p.  397. 

'*  If  the  child  has  not  passed  entirely  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  we 
ikoold  endeavor  to  terminate  the  labor  by  the  natural  passages  ;  but  in 
^  contrary  case,  recourse  must  be  had  as  soon  as  possible  to  gastro- 
iT."— Colombat.  p.  236. 

'^  I  am  convinced  that,  should  I  be  called  to  the  conduct  of  such  a 
(the  child  in  the  cavity,  and  some  hours  elapsed  since  the  acci- 
diBt,)  I  fhould  feel  bound  by  my  conscience  to  recommend  delivery 
^  gastrotomy." — Meigs,  p.  527. 
Hus  looks  as  if  the  unity  was  somewhat  broken. 
We  fiod,  too,  that  the  experience  of  the  two  physicians  at  Cummins- 
vfile  was  not  very  encouraging  to  delivery  by  the  natural  passages. 
After  trying  all  night  to  deliver  the  foetus,  they  ended  by  leaving  the 
kid  ia  the  abdominal  cavity.     Mr.  Hooper,  of  England,  has  given 
n  a  caae  which  bears  upon  this  subject.     He  tells  us  that  in  a  case  of 
npcitred   otema,   two  physicians   tried  for   several  hours  to  deliver 
n  lafoitanale  woman  per  vias  mUurales.      They   failed,  and   the 
pf  ift  died  nader  their  hands.     The  next  morning  they  opened  the 
hoij  to  delivar  the  diild.     Thejf  found  the  uterus  contracted  to  the  eize 
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of  a  man's  two  fists,  and  the  head  and  shoulders  still  in  the  abdominal 
cavity, — Edinburgh  Prac.  Midwif.,  p.  492. 

Our  critic  is  greatly  exercised  by  the  fact  that,  having  determined  on 
gastrotomy,  we  did  not  at  once  proceed  to  operate.  In  our  last  article 
we  stated  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  gave  the  reasons  which  led  to  this 
course,  showing  that,  so  far  from  the  delay  proving  injurious,  it 
would  probably  have  inured  to  the  benefit  of  our  patient ;  and  as  the 
critic  has  not  seen  fit  to  assail  our  argument,  it  must  have  been  highly 
plausible,  if  not  entirely  satisfactory.  It  appears,  too,  from  some  of 
the  reported  cases,  that  delay  in  this  operation  is  not  always  dan- 
gerous. In  the  Oumminsville  case,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hours  had 
transpired,  (we  state  the  time  on  the  best  authority,)  from  the  acci- 
dent to  the  time  of  operation ;  yet  the  case  was  successful.  In  France, 
two  other  cases  are  reported  :  one  by  Thibeaut,  in  which  some  hours 
(not  stated  how  many)  had  elapsed  before  the  operation  ;  and  in  the 
other,  t^at  of  Lambron,  eighteen  hours  had  passed  between  the  occur- 
rence and  the  operation,  and  yet  both  were  successful.  Our  critic, 
too,  has  very  kindly  furnished  us  with  some  information  in  regard  to 
the  Oumminsville  case,  with  which  we  were  not  before  acquainted. 
He  tells  us  that  the  poor  woman,  after  the  first  operation,  became 
pregnant  again ;  when  in  labor  the  uterus  again  ruptured,  and  that  the 
same  practitioner  who  operated  successfully  at  the  end  of  twelre 
hours  now  operated  immediately,  and  the  woman  died  !  And  this, 
while  earnestly  contending  for  immediate  delivery ;  and,  moreover,  he 
says  that  one  of  our  ablest  surgeons  performed  his  first  operation 
without  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  patient  could  survive  the  imme- 
diate effects  of  it.  Could  stupidity  itself  go  further  ?  We  must  say, 
however,  that  we  are  rather  pleased  than  otherwise  that  a  man  who 
always  carries  his  forceps,  should  not  be  contented  with  our  conduct 
in  timing  an  operation. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  fairness  of  his  rejoinder,  we  would  call  atten- 
tion to  what  our  critic  says  in  regard  to  the  presence  of  haetmorrhage 
in  our  patient.  When  speaking  of  the  symptoms  which  were  present 
at  our  first  visit,  we  stated  that  so  few  of  the  usual  symptoms  of  rup- 
ture were  present,  that  we  were  not  led  to  suspect  its  existence. 
Among  other  things,  we  said  that  there  was  no  hsemorrhage — of 
course,  alluding  to  external  hsemorrhage,  for  this  was  the  only  kind 
which,  utider  the  circumstances,  could  have  attracted  attention.  Now 
this  remark  this  honest  critic  transports  to  other  ^aces,  and  makes 
it  apply  to  the  whole  progress  and  condition  of  the  case,  as  if  there 
could  be  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  without  more  or  less  internal  hnmor* 
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rfaage,  and  as  if  many  cases  had  not  been  reported  where  there  was  no 
external  hemorrhage.  And  this  is  done  with  the  following  sentences 
staring  him  fnll  in  the  face :  **  Here  is  a  case  just  such  as  we  encoun- 
tered ;  the  child  dead  and  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  the.kctmorrhage 
arrtsUd.**  Again :  "  In  the  case  under  consideration  we  have  the 
■hock,  ike  haemorrhage,  etc.;  to  keep  down  the  inflammation."  Now 
b  not  this  a  charming  individual  to  be  prating  about  misquoting, 
garbling,  etc.  ? 

Here  I  wish  to  acknowledge  an  error  into  which  I  fell,  in  my  last 
mrticle,  in  regard  to  his  reported  cases.  This  arose  from  the  fact  that 
the  numbers  of  my  Lancet  are  unbound,  and  I  suppose  that  during  the 
intemiptions  of  business,  and  my  absence,  the  numbers  which  had 
moc  been  examined  became  mingled  with  those  which  had.  At  the 
time  of  writing,  I  really  supposed  that  the  interesting  experiences  of 
kia  stomach,  with  which  we  have  been  recently  favored,  was  the  only 
case  which  our  critic  had  reported. 

He  comes  forward  with  a  grand  flourish  of  trumpets,  and  makes 
what  he  seems  to  have  considered  an  overwhelming  charge,  when  he 
aocifeies  OS  of  erroneously  stating  that  Bums  and  Denman  were  in 
iaror  of  leaving  cases  of  rupturcil  uterus  to  nature.     In  so  common  a 
work  as  Dewees'  Compendium  we  arc  told  that  both  held  such  opin- 
ions in  the  very  zenith  of  their  fame.     The  words  of  Denman  are 
<^Qobed  thus  :  "  When  the  uterus  is  ruptured  at  the  time  of  labor,  both 
xtaMin  and  experience  show  that  the  patient  has  a  better  chance  of 
iteoTery  by  resigning  the  case  to  nature,  than  by  any  operation  or 
iaterpcr^ition  of  art." — 8th  eil.,  p.  540.     In  an  edition  of  Bums,  edited 
Vt  James,  the  former  expresses  himself  decidedly  in  favor  of  relying 
spon  nature  in  these  cases.     N.  Y.  ed.,  p.  266.     According,  then,  to 
B.  F.  Richaidbon,  M.D.,  the  late  Professors  James  and  Dowees  have 
Wn  guilty  of  literary  vandalism  upon  the  writings  of  some  of  our 
Boft  reputable  obstetricians  ! 

Id  regard  to  our  third  case,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  the  gen- 
t^noaii  who  accompanied  me,  and  myself,  heard  distinctly  the  beating 
of  the  fo-tal  heart,  at  the  very  time  when  we  proposed  and  urged 
tW  Qbe  of  the  forceps,  and  that  after  this  there  was  a  very  conside- 
nb^  delay,  occasioned  by  matters  over  which  we  had  no  control. 

We  now  turn  to  what  relates  to  the  distinguished  reputation  which 
tiie  lite  Prof.  Richardson  has  established  in  these  parts,  as  an  officious 
ta<i  ready  operator,  and  most  perfect  diagnostician.  That  account 
vkich  we  gave  of  his  grand  achievement  in  our  City  Hospital,  seems 
to  hare  touched  him  to  the  quick,  and  perhaps  it  was  this  stroke  of 
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the  lash  which  made  him  unconsciously  yelp  out,  "  I  have  owed  this 
individual  nothing  on  the  score  of  courtesy  for  three  years  and  a  half." 
Finding  no  other  means  of  escape  from  the  unfortunate  dilemma  in 
which  truth  had  placed  him,  he  resorts  to  a  shameless  mendacity,  of 
which  we  could  not  have  believed  that  even  he  were  capable. 

We  stated  that  he  had  thrust  a  piercing  instrument  into  the  womb 
of  a  pregnant  woman,  and  this  we  reaffirm  in  the  most  unqualified 
manner.  He  tells  us  himself  that  he  saw  the  woman  in  the  hospital 
on  the  first  day  of  June,  and  that  on  the  second  she  miscarried,  with 
a  five  months'  child.  Now  here  is  a  curious  case,  with  a  very  singu- 
lar episode ;  one  which  our  critic  saw — one  about  which  he  gave  an 
opinion — one  in  which  he  felt  so  much  concern  as  to  take  down  the 
day,  and  the  dates.  Why  not  give  us  a  little  light  upon  it  ?  Why 
not  tell  us  how  it  happened  that  on  the  day  succeeding  the  first  of 
June,  this  abortion  took  place  ?  After  meanly  dragging  the  names 
of  several  gentlemen  into  print,  it  will  not  do  to  pretend  that  a  r^ard 
for  others  is  the  occasion  of  his  silence.  No  ;  this  awful  silence  and 
obscurity  shows  plainly  enough  that  a  guilty  culprit  is  trying  to  hide 
his  shallow  head  behind  the  brains  of  men  of  intellect.     There  is  not 

* 

a  man  who  has  read  his  own  account,,  but  will  believe  that  B.  F.  Rich- 
ardson, M.D.,  did  something  more  than  **  saw "  this  unfortunate 
woman  on  the  first  of  June.  It  may  be  time  that  the  idea  of  preg- 
nancy was  entirely  excluded,  but  will  he  tell  us  that  at.  the  time  of 
operating  the  idea  that  he  was  dealing  with  an  encephaloid  tumor, 
which  might  be  scooped  out,  was  absent  from  his  head  ? 

The  charges  which  we  make,  we  are  well  assured  are  true,  and  if 
our  critic  feels  aggrieved,  and  is  disposed  to  refute  them,  we  challenge 
him  to  bring  his  case  before  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  and  call 
for  the  proof.  We  promise  him  that  we  will  be  on  hand,  and  shall 
show,  by  the  testimony  of  at  least  three  professional  gentlemen,  that 
he  did  thrust  a  piercing  instrument  into  the  womb  of  a  pregnant  woman, 
and  that  this  took  place  in  the  Commercial  Hospital,  at  Cincinnati. 

The  closing  paragraph  of  our  critic's  communication  discloses  an  in- 
sinuation, which  we  think  entirely  worthy  of  the  man.  It  is  made  when 
he  had  within  his  reach  the  means  of  knowing,  and  no  doubt  did  know, 
who  was  the  person  involved  in  that  transaction.  Such  base  and  vul- 
gar issues,  while  falling  harmless  at  our  feet,  may  seri'e  to  show  the 
depths  to  which  some  minds  can  descend,  when  seeking  a  long  kept 
and  dastardly  revenge,  under  the  pretext  of  protecting  the  interest  of 
a  time-honored  profession. 


1851.]  Correspondence,  49 


A  Case  in  Obstetrics. 

New  Haoerrtown,  O.,  September  24,  1860. 
GcsTAv  C.  E.  Weber,  IIL.D.—Dear  Sir:— On  the  2d  of  July  - 

,  I  WM  called  in  by  Rev.  H ,  to  see  his  lady,  who  is  thirty-four 

of  age,  of  medium  size,  of  sanguine  temperament,  and  who  was 
tbe  full  term  of  her  fourth  pregnancy.     She  had  been  confined  to 
ker  bed  most  of  the  time  for  about  two  months  previous. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  seventh  month  of  her  pregnancy,  she 
was  handling  a  tub,  which  slipped,  and  somehow  struck  her  side. 
Sifte  immediately  felt  a  struggle  within  her,  followed  by  a  sense  of 
IrembliDg,  as  she  expressed  it.     In  the  evening,  when  her  husband  re- 
tvned,  she  told  him  she  feared  she  had  killed  her  child.     But  on  the 
day  following,  her  fears  were  dispelled,  as  she  felt  the  movement  of  a 
as  well  as  before  the  accident  happened  her.     From  that  time 
onable  to  be  up  with  any  degree  of  comfort,  until  she  was 
Mlvered.     Her  bowels  were  very  constipated,  with  considerable  bili- 
ary derangement.     I  left  her  twelve  powders,  composed  of  one<fonrth 
of  a  grain  of  podophyllin  and  one-half  a  grain  of  leptandrin  each, 
9mt  lo  be  given  every  evening,  which  had  the  desired  effect.     Still  she 
CDold  not  be  up  much,  as  she  informed  me  at  the  time  of  her  delivery, 
tbe  history  of  which  is  as  follows  :     On  the  16th  of  August,  the  Rev. 

H again  called  on  me,  stating  that  his  wife  was  in  labor.     We 

arrived  at  his  residence  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.  Her  pains  were  very 
irregnlar  and  weak.  Upon  examination,  I  found  the  os  uteri  dilated 
tltt  sise  of  a  half  dollar,  and  the  sofl  parts  well  disposed.  Upon  ex- 
saining  the  abdomen,  I  found  it  very  large,  and  at  the  right  side, 
vbere  she  stated  that  she  had  hurt  herself,  I  felt  something  about  the 
■»  of  a  child's  head,  but  not  so  hard,  which  she  said  had  been  there 
Sid  ielt  like  a  "  dead  weight,"  ever  since  she  got  hurt.  I  began  to 
lupeci  a  twin  case,  as  I  could  feel  a  child's  head  through  the  os  uteri. 
Her  pains  continued  much  the  same  till  seven  o'clock  p.  m.  ;  if  any- 
tkiag,  they  were  becoming  weaker.  At  this  time  the  head  entered  the 
nperior  strait,  and  the  membrane  burst.  I  waited  for  a  few  more 
pstas,  which  were  no  stronger,  and  did  no  good,  although  the  head 
vu  imsli  and  the  pelvis  ample,  the  soft  parts  in  good  condition,  and 
the  posterior  fontenelle  corresponding  to  the  left  acetabulum. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  administered  the  tincture  of  ergot  in 
ibrty-drop  doses,  every  twent3\  minutes,  until  three  doses  were  given, 
dight  ergotism  was  produced.     She  was  delivered  in  less  than 
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an  hour  of  a  well  proportioned  female  child,  weighing  perhaps  five 
pounds,  which  cried  rather  feebly.  As  soon  as  the  cord  ceased  to  beat 
it  was  separated,  and  handed  to  the  nurse,  and  my  attention  turned  to 
the  mother,  who  had  had  one  pain,  and  was  getting  another.  Upon 
examination,  I  found  the  membranes  protruding,  with  both  feet  of  a 
very  small  foetus.  The  membranes  were  immediately  ruptured  with 
two  more  pains.  She  was  delivered  of  a  five  months'  foetus,  consid- 
erably putrified,  with  the  umbilical  cord  entirely  separated  by  decom- 
position, and  the  vulva  partly  obliterated.  In  less  than  thirty  minutes 
after  the  birth  of  the  last  child,  the  placentae  both  came  away,  for  there 
were  two.  In  two  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  last  child,  I  took  my 
leave,  when  mother  and  child  were  both  doing  well.  The  mother  was 
troubled  some  with  pains,  but  not  so  much  as  to  require  relief.  I 
have  seen  them  twice  since,  and  they  are  both  doing  well. 

Respectfully  yours,         E.  A.  Oppblt,  M.D. 


*  m> 


San  Francisco,  Oal.,  October  16,  1860. 
Dr.  E.  B.  Stevens — Dear  Sir ;....!  ligated  the  arteria  innom- 
inata  three  weeks  since,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  no  case 
has  yet  recovered  after  that  operation,  I  would  calculate  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  certainty  on  the  recovery  of  the  patient,  he  is  so 
very  well.  He  can  walk  about  his  room,  has  a  first-rate  appetite,  and 
sleeps  well.  The  right  side  of  (he  summit  of  the  sternum  and  inner 
half  of  the  clavicle  were  run  over,  cutting  off,  of  course,  the  stemo- 
doido-mastoid  muscle.  The  scalenus  anticus  had  to  be  divided,  so 
that  on  dressing  the  wound,  there  was  nothing  but  the  flap  covering 
the  aneurismal  tumor,  and  upper  terminus  of  the  arteria  innominata. 
I  availed  myself  of  this  circumstance  to  institute  strong  compres- 
sion, with  the  view  of  condensing  the  tissues  external  to  the  ligated 
vessel.  But  for  all  that,  I  shall  look  out  for  a  spurt  from  the 
artery  soon.  The  patient  is  taking  half  a  grain  of  morphine  daily,  for 
the  purpose  of  reducing  the  heart's  action.  I  shall  report  the  case  as 
soon  as  its  termination  is  known.  E.  S.  Cooplr. 


Under  dat^  of  October  81st,  Prof.  Cooper  writes  concerning  the  above  case 
additionally,  as  follows : 

Since  writing  you  before,  my  case  of  ligation  of  the  arteria  innomi- 
nata has  had  an  arterial  spurt,  but  the  amount  of  blood  lost  was  very 
small  and  readily  arrested  by  pressure  applied  by  a  student  who 
chanced  to  be  present  at  the  time.     Of  course,  I  don't  permit  myself  to 
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bope  that  the  haBmorrhage  will  stop  here,  or  that  the  patient  will 
ncoTer  ;  hot  still  I  certainly  helieve  it  possible. 

In  several  of  the  fatal  cases  after  this  operation,  death  occurred  hj 
lurmorrhage  from  the  distal  side  of  the  ligature ;  but,  as  explained  to 
joo  in  my  last,  the  tissues  have  been  so  removed  that  compression 
can  be  made  directly  npon  the  artery  itself,  so  that  I  could  save  the 
patient  if  death  were  dependent  upon  haemorrhage  from  the  distal  side 
of  the  ligature. 

If  1  should  perform  this  operation  again,  I  would  remove  a  portion 
of  the  clavicle,  whether  necessary  to  the  securing  of  the  vessel  or  not, 
for  the  greater  convenience  of  applying  pressure  afterwards.  In  this 
cue  the  patient  would  certainly  have  died  of  haemorrhage  if  the  cla vi- 
de hmd  not  been  removed,  because  in  that  case  the  pressure  could  not 
have  been  at  once  sufficient  to  arrest  the  bleeding.     More  anon. 

The  patient  has  a  fine  appetite,  is  vigorous,  sleeps  well,  and  has  no 
p«in.  Very  respectfully,  E.  S.  Cooper. 


•  *♦' 


^tvitvii  mA  ^tiitti. 


Om  Due^tMfs  Ptadiar  to  Women^  including  Ditplaeements  of  the  Uterus.  By  Hxtqh 
L.  B*ji*iiK^  M.D^  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children, 
in  the  rniversitj  of  PennsyWanis.  ^^  yuUiut  addic tut  jur are  in  verba  magiM' 
tn. '     With  original  illustrations.     Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.     1860. 

Tlie  author  of  this  new  and  very  excellent  book,  just  fresh  from  the 
pobIi>ht'rtk\  lias  been  a  practitioner  and  teacher  of  the  obstetric  art,  in 
tiH^  city  oi  l*hiladelphia,  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century.  Among 
Yds  prii;V>sional  brethren,  no  man  is  more  sincerely  esteemed  than 
Prof.  Hu^h  L.  Hodge  ;  and  yet,  with  his  large  obstetric  experience, 
with  hi*"  honorable  standing  in  the  profession,  and  with  the  prestige 
of  hi^  pi^>»ltion  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he  has  until  now 
wiih«.t<.MHi  the  book-making  mania  that  has  so  thoroughly  prevailed 
in  hi<i  native  city  ;  an<l  in  his  characteristic  modest  style  presents 
hi<»  |«*rM>naI  views  and  experience  upon  some  of  the  topics  connected 
witii  \\U  sjAN'ialty,  only  as  a  result  of  a  life  of  labor.  Tlie  courtesy 
vhii-h  pivvails  amongHt  the  well-bred  physicians  of  Philadelphia  is 
ejdiiMu'il  in  the  two  corresponding  books  of  Drs.  Meigs  and  Hoilge. 
Y*^p.  »;:«i.  Prof.  Meigs  prefacetl  his  Letters  to  kU  Class  with  a 
deviii-aiory  letter  to  Prof  Hodge,  in  which  he  aifcctionately  urged  him 
to  make  a  **si^**  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession.  Our  author 
acknowMgea  the  compliment  in  this  book,  and  very  pleasantly  says  : 
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"  We  were,  indeed,  instnicted  by  the  same  Alma  Mater,  and  have 
toiled  together  for  upwards  of  forty  years  in  the  arduous  and  respon- 
sible duties  of  our  profession.  The  chain  of  our  friendship  has  never 
been  broken,  or  even  sullied.  You  politely  urged  me  to  make  a  *  si^ ' 
for  posterity  :  I  have  at  last  ventured  to  make  one  in  the  form  of  the 
work  now  sent  to  you." 

The  general  plan  of  the  work  before  us  is  somewhat  peculiar  and 
orginal :  Part  I. —  Treats  of  Diseases  of  Irritation.  Part  II. —  Of 
Displacements  of  the  Uterus.     Part  III. —  Diseases  of  Sedation. 

**  Under  the  denomination  of  irritable  diseases  of  women,"  to  quote 
from  our  author,  **  are  included  those  which  more  or  less  directly 
involve  the  cerebro- spinal  nervous  system.  Of  course,  they  are  very 
numerous  and  diversified ;  but,  nevertheless,  they  so  often,  indeed 
80  generally,  depend  on  some  local  imtation,  that  their  apparently 
varied,  complicated  and  mysterious  character  will  be  in  some  degree 
dissipated  by  a  close  analysis  of  their  phenomena,  and  their  treatment 
be  rendered  simple  and  more  efficient." 

Under  this  general  head  is  embraced  a  large  portion,  at  least  half 
of  the  volume,  and  a  great  range  of  important  and  interesting  topics 
are  discussed.  Thus  a  general  consideration  of  irritability,  congestion, 
neuralgia,  anemia,  vital  power :  all  these,  however,  as  especially  infin- 
encing,  or  being  influenced  by  conditions  of  the  uterus.  Under  this 
head  our  author  treats  of  painful  affections  and  conditions  of  the 
uterus :  hypertrophy,  haemorrhagia,  leucorrhoea,  dysmenorrhcea,  in- 
flammatory diseases  of  the  uterus,  etc.  In  the  same  association  he 
treats  of  reflex  conditions,  in  which  the  respiratory  organs,  and  various 
other  I  organs  of  the  general  system,  evidently  manifest  symptoms  in 
sympathy  with  the  uterine  affection. 

Under  the  second  general  head,  those  various  displacements  familiar 
to  the  profession  are  treated  seriatim,  and  presenting  the  author's  espe- 
cial views  and  modes  of  treatment.  It  is,  of  course,  scarcely  neces- 
saiy  to  follow  him  in  detail. 

Three  brief  chapters  devoted  to  <<  diseases  of  sedation,"  close  the 
volume.  By  diseases  of  sedation,  our  author  has  reference  to  those 
states  of  the  system  which  stand  in  antagonism  with  conditions  of 
excitement  or  irritation  :  "as  irritation  is  an  increase  of  the  vital 
phenomena  or  actions  of  a  part  or  of  the  whole,  sedation  is  a  decrease 
of  those  phenomena.  In  a  moderate  or  normal  state,  we  may  say  it  is 
inertia  or  torpidity  ;  in  a  more  severe  or  morbid  state,  it  is  sedation." 

This  new  book  is  destined  to  meet  with  very  decided  favor  from 
the  profession  :  it  is  clothed  in  a  very  readable  style,  and  illustrated 
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with  many  cases  from  the  practice  of  the  author.  It  does  not  possess 
the  excessive  piquancy  of  the  **  letters  "  of  his  friend  Dr.  Meigs,  hut 
is  certainly  hrisk  enough  to  he  exempt  from  the  criticism  of  "  dullness 
mnd  jargon/'  which  Dr.  Meigs  has  applied  to  the  writings  of  the 
fathers  in  medicine.  We  must  not  omit  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
tlie  pnblishers  have  presented  the  work  in  heautiful  style  :  the  paper 
ia  beautiful,  the  impress  clear,  the  wood-cut  illustrations  satisfactory. 
For  sale  by  Greorge  8.  Blanchard,  Cincinnati.     Price  83.25. 


Staiistical  Report  on  the  Sickness  and  Mortality  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
Compiled  from  the  Records  of  the  Surgeon-General's  Office :  embracing  a 
period  of  sixteen  years  —  from  January,  1839,  to  January,  1855;  with  a 
■econd  Tolume  of  the  same,  embracing  a  period  of  five  years  —  from  Janu- 
ary, 1855,  to  January,  1860  —  a  total  of  twenty-one  years.  Prepared  under 
tlie  direction  of  Breret  Brigadier-General  Thomas  Lawson,  Surgeon-General 
United  States  Army.  By  Richard  H.  Coolidqe,  M.D.,  Assistant  Surgeon 
United  States  Army.  Washington:  A.  O.P.Nicholson,  Printer.  Two  4to 
Tolumes,  703  pp.,  and  514  pp. ;  with  outline  maps. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Surgeon -General  of  the  Army, 
for  the  volumes  giving  the  mortality  statistics  of  the  United  States 
Army  for  twenty-one  years.  They  were  prepared  under  instructions 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  demanding  these  statistical  repoils. 

The  study  of  these  volumes  is  very  interesting  and  very  instructive 

in  many  respects.     At  first  sight  they  appear  to  be  so  largely  made 

«p  ot  htatistical  tabular  matter,  as  to  become  suggestive  of  the  tax- 

Li»t<i  on  our  county  records  ;  but  a  more  careful  examination  discovers 

a  va^^t  amount  of  information,  of  a  peculiar  character,  and  most  labo- 

ri(»u*ly  and  systematically  arranged  and  elaborated.     The  chief  labor 

of  thin  compilation  and  arrangement  bas  devolved  on  Assistant- Surgeon 

R.  li.  ( 'oolidge,  U.S.A.,  a  gentleman,  by  the  way,  who  has  appeared  in 

li«morabli*  association,  in  the  Transactions  of  our  American  ^ledical 

Aft*4»ciation. 

Onr  space  forbids  anything  like  an  analysis,  or  even  outline,  of  the 
luterial  collecte<i  in  the  large  volumes  before  us,  but  we  wish  to  give 
the  rauler  an  idea  of  its  character  and  general  plan. 

In  his  refwrt  to  the  Surgeon -General,  Dr.  Coolidge  remarks  :  **  In 
order  to  make  the  records  of  this  office  practically  useful  to  the  physi- 
otiii*  in  civil  life,  and  to  render  them  subservient  to  the  elucidation  of 
tke  fflfecis  of  climate  in  the  causation  and  development  of  disease,  it 
scessarj  not  only  to  present  the  vital  statistics  of  the  army  in 
%  aepMrmte  from  those  in  war,  but  also  to  arrange  the  former  in 
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Bnch  manner  as  to  render  their  comparison  with  the  statistics  of  civil 
communities  as  free  from  objection  as  possible  ;  "^and  we  find  that, 
so  far  as  conld  be,  this  distinction  has  been  steadily  observed.  Of 
course,  the  diseases  incident  to  campaign  life,  and  as  the  result  of  unus- 
ual fatigue  from  long  marches,  to  a  certain  extent,  give  character  to 
the  diseases  of  regular  garrison  life ;  still,  with  this  exception,  the  dis- 
eases of  soldiers  in  garrison  may  be  regarded  as  partaking  of  the  gen- 
eral characteristics  of  diseases  affecting  persons  in  civil  life. 

Another  feature  of  these  volumes  is  worthy  of  notice,  as  contribut- 
ing to  their  value  ;  the  plan  which  the  author  has  adopted,  '*  of  con- 
sidering the  statistical  and  topographical  details  of  the  military  posts 
in  geographical  divisions  and  subdivisions,  having  similar  climate- 
logical  features."  He  also  remarks,  that ''  instead  of  presenting  the 
diseases  of  each  post  in  a  distinct  abstract,  it  has  been  determined  to 
consolidate  the  diseases  of  the  several  posts  in  each  subdivision  or 
region  into  one  general  abstract  for  that  region." 

In  pursuance,  then,  of  these  preliminary  plans,  we  find  the  reports 
embraced  under  the  several  subdivisions :  The  military  posts, 
which  lie  north  of  latitude  40°,  and  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
constitute  the  northern  division  ;  we  have  also  a  middle  and  a  south- 
ern division ;  as  also  the  divisions  of  Florida,  Texas,  New  Mexico, 
California,  and  then  the  territories  of  Oregon  and  Washington. 

Embraced  in  the  report  of  the  assistant  surgeons,  from  the  various 
posts,  we  find  much  valuable  information  on  scorbutus^  epidemic 
catarrh f  fehria  typhus  iderodes,  Asiatic  cholera,  etc.  In  the  form  of 
an  appendix  to  the  first  of  these  volumes,  we  find  considerable  space 
devoted  to  reports  on  the  use  of  quinine  in  the  army.  Upon  all  these 
suggestive  topics,  we  might  find  occasion  to  make  extended  notes, 
which  would,  doubtless,  prove  of  interest  to  our  readers,  but  we  have 
not  the  present  leisure  to  condense  the  matter  presented  within  reason- 
able limits. 

By  order  of  the  Senate,  a  large  edition  of  the  volumes  were  printed, 
and,  we  presume,  any  of  our  readers  interested  could  procure  them 
upon  application  to  the  members  of  Congress  from  their  District. 


Proceedingt  of  the  American  Pharmaeeutieal  Association^  at  the  Ninth  Annual 
Meeting.    Held  in  the  City  of  New  York,  September,  1860. 

We  are  again  laid  under  obligations  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  W.  J. 
M.  Gordon,  of  Cincinnati,  for  a  copy  of  the  above  volume  of  transac- 
tions. This  volume  of  proceedings  and  papers  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association  is  very  decictbdly  below  the  standard  of 
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1868  and  1859,  as  to  size,  bnt  a  somewhat  careful  examination  of  the 
Tolmne  before  as,  for  1860,  has  convinced  ns  that  there  is  no  falling 
off  in  the  real  value  and  interest  of  the  papers  presented.  Of  course, 
arach  of  the  transactions,  many  of  the  papers  read,  and  their  discus- 
sion, is  mainly  of  interest  to  professional  pharmaceutists,  but  a  portion 
of  the  papers  are  of  quite  as  direct  importance  to  practical  medicine 
itaelf.  For  instance,  we  find  a  paper  on  "  the  production  of  atropia, 
from  American  grown  belladonna  root,"  presented  to  the  Association 
by  Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia.  Turning  over  a  little  further 
in  the  volume,  is  an  essay  by  Edward  Parrish,  of  Philadelphia,  '*  on 
die  production  and  characteristics  of  aloin."  Another  interesting 
paper  is  on  the  '*  production  of  conium  seeds  in  the  United  States,*'  by 
Henry  F.  Fish,  of  Waterbury,  Conn  ;  on  the  **  depreciation  of  Smyrna 
opium  in  medicinal  value,"  by  P.  Wendover,  Bedford,  N.  Y.  Then, 
at  we  have  already  said,  there  are  in  addition  to  these  papers,  which 
have  «eemed  to  ns  to  contain  information  and  suggestions  of  interest 
to  tbe  medical  profession  proper,  a  large  number  of  partial  interest 
to  Qa,  and  of  great  and  special  value  to  the  practical  pharmaceutist. 
In  connection  with  this  volume  of  transactions,  we  find  a  brief 
report  of  medicinal  and  useful  plants,  imported  by  the  Patent  Ofiice. 
Among  thene  we  note  the  aloe  socolrina,  zingiber  officinale, piper  nigrum, 
mlU  maraiima,  with  others  of  like  interest.  Under  the  direction  of 
^  department,  these  plants  are  being  cultivated  and  multiplied  for 
distribution  amongst  such  as  are  interested  in  their  cultivation.  We 
eocdiallv  wish  an  abundant  and  continued  success  to  the  American 
FWmacentical  Association. 


9  m' 


€&itox'fi    SatfU. 


A  Xew-  Year. — We  salute  our  readers,  and  extend  to  them  the  greet- 
i»K*  of  1861,  with  sincere  cordiality,  and  with  the  most  pleasant  feel- 
^*ff*  for  them  an<l  all  the  world.  We  have  no  special  address  to  pre- 
*M  upon  this  occasion  of  inaugurating  a  new  volume.  We  feel  some 
'^Tfe  of  complacency,  however,  in  calling  attention  to  the  appearance 
^  duuncter  of  this  initial  number.  We  have  commenced  with  the 
•Jjwtation  of  making  this  the  best  and  most  attractive  volume  of  this 
JoQiul  ever  issued.  Our  readers  will  note  such  change  in  the  size  of 
4*  ptjse,  and'  arrangement  of  type,  as  compared  with  previous  years 
*iU  iaciea«e  the  amoont  of  r&ding  matter  in  each  nimiber  about  ten 
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popes,  or  more  than  one  hundred papes  each. year.  We  think  the  mat- 
ter of  this  number  at  least  creditable,  and  worth  the  subscription  price 
for  one  year.  We  expect  to  give  a  finely  illustrated  article  in  our 
next  number,  which  will  be  of  great  interest ;  and  early  in  the  year  we 
shall  insert  the  portrait  of  a  distinguished  physician.  With  such  an 
earnest  of  our  determination  to  spare  neither  labor,  time,  trouble  nor 
expense  upon  the  journal,  may  we  not  renew  our  appeal  to  our  friend« 
to  exert  unusual  diligence  in  our  behalf  for  a  largely  increased  sub- 
scription list  ? 


A  note  to  the  Subscribers  of  the  Cleveland  Medical  Gazette, — ^The  en- 
larged size  of  our  page,  which  we  found  absolutely  necessary  to  afford 
the  amount  of  matter  we  wish  to  give  monthly,  as  well  as  the  greater 
convenience  of  having  the  volume  date  with  ihe  current  year,  has  ren- 
dered it  desirable  to  make  volume  two  of  the  Gazette  close  with  the 
year  1860,  and  commence  a  new  volume — the  third  —  with  the  pres- 
ent number.  This  will  make  no  difference,  in  the  pecuniary  arrange- 
ments, with  the  subscribers.  Those  who  have  paid  Dr.  Weber  for 
one  year,  or  twelve  numbers,  are  credited  on  his  books  up  to  July,  1861 ; 
they  need  not  fear  that  any  advantage  will  be  taken  of  them  as  the  re- 
sult of  this  new  arrangement ;  the  credit  is  the  same  as  to  time,  whether 
the  year  be  divided  in  one  volume  or  two.  We  think  this  is  under- 
stood. 


Shaker's  Tincture  Veratrum  Viride. —  Several  months  ago  we  re- 
ceived specimens  of  the  tincture  of  veratrum  viride,  prepared  by  the 
Shaker  Society,  at  Union  Village,  near  Lebanon,  Ohio.  It  was  repre- 
sented to  be  a  saturated  tincture,  and  fully  equivalent  to  Norwood'^ 
tincture  in  its  efficacy.  We  have  delayed  from  month  to  month  to 
take  any  notice  of  this  preparation,  until  we  might  be  able  to  speak 
of  its  marits  with  the  certainty  of  personal  experience.  This  we  are 
now  able  to  do,  and  from  our  observation  of  its  power,  we  can  report 
that  in  the  same  doses  with  Norwood's  tincture,  the  same  effects  have 
been  promptly  produced.  A  number  of  our  professional  friends  are 
using  the  Shaker  tincture,  and  find  it  entirely  satisfactory.  We  are 
very  glad  to  find  this  article  so  reliable,  for  we  have  always  prescribed 
Norwood's  tincture  with  a  degree  of  mental  reservation,  feeling  that 
there  was  an  objectional  feature  of  quackery  connected  with  it,  that  we 
could  never  entirely  forget ;  besides,  the  difference  on  the  score  of  econ- 
omy in  favor  of  the  Shaker  preparation  is  quite  an  item  of  importance, 
especially  to  the  country  practitioner. 
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TVamsa^ons  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society. — ^The  volume  of  pro- 
ceedings for  this  year  has  reached  us,  and  is  gotten  up  in  beautiful 
•tyle.  We  had  intended  to  notice  it  more  fully  this  month,  but  have 
Bot  the  spatv ;  we  will  only  say  that  the  Publication  Committee  de- 
•erre  the  thanks  of  the  Society  for  their  taste  and  industry.  We 
lesm  that  the  transactions,  after  being  printed  and  ready  for  delivery, 
were  detainoti  for  want  of  sufficient  means  in  the  Treasury  to  settle 
with  tht*  printer,  and  pay  expenses  and  postage  to  the  lAembers  en- 
titled to  their  copies.  We  trust  members  in  arrears  will  promptly 
forwani  their  dues  to  Dr.  J.  B.  Thompson,  at  Columbus. 


I 


TTke  American  Medical  Oazetie.  —  Poor  Father  Reese  of  the  Oazette 
kfta  lc«t  his  head.  His  LL.D.  even  won't  save  him.  M.  Briere- de 
BoUmont,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  describes  his 
in  the  following  language :  *'  When  a  person^  naturally  penile 
patient,  has  paroxysms  of  anger y  or  one  who  has  always  been  reli- 
and  perfectly  pure,  becomes  suddenly  and  unaccountably  the  reverse^ 
«v  sktmld  not  be  deceived  once  in  a  hundred  times  in  prognosticating  a 
dtromptment  of  the  encephalon,  which  will  soon  degenerate  into  a  general 
fmndytis.** 

Now,  everybody  knows  Dr.  Beese  has  always  been  '* religious  and 

ftfftttly  pure,**  *^  gentle  and  patient ^     Tlic  last  number  of  his  journal 

dii»play!«  llio  opposi(c  traits  ;  the  results  "  of  derangement  of  the  ence- 

plul'»u/'     We  can  not  exactly  make  out  the  cause  of  this  sad  change. 

Whf*th» T  our  having  calle<l  his  attention,  in  our  September  number, 

to  the  supposed  irregularity  of  the  Long  Island  School,  or  his  having 

•wall»mt}<l   Prof.   ()*Leary,  certificate,  letters  and   all,  or,  as  has  been 

tiipp-»M»-l  by  ^ome.  it  is  owing  to  the  fact  of  his  keeping  a  dead  cat  in 

kit  df*!»k.  wi»  are   unable  to  sav.     Probablv  all  these  causes  have  been 

H  WMfk.     He  was  so  utterly  undone  that  he  was  unequal  to  the  task 

o(  pHiin;:  off  the  usual  amount  of  chaste  tnlitorial  for  our  benefit,  in 

kit  U*t  i«»>iii»,  and  was  forced  to  call  on  bis  (onr)  friend  Prof.  O'Leaiy 

fw  a«*i<^iam'e.    His  editorial,  however,  contained  about  as  many  truths 

ift  i*r«»f-  o'ljt^ry'h  letter,     llie  unhaj>j»y  Professor  writes  like  a  man 

fciTinjc  a  lad  memor}%  and  a  still  weaker  judgment.     Just  here,  we 

Wf4iJl   «*iiggf*<^t   to   IVof.  O'Leary  the  pr<»]>riety  of  writing  one  more 

*nfr      He  ha»  written  one  to  us,  and  one  to  Dr.  Reese,  an<l  now  it 

W-'B^s  him   to  write  his  last  one;  the  subject  to  be  —  to  explain 

•4i^  kr  dni  fw^cgt  when  he  swore  to  having  studied  medicine  three  years 

•fil  Drs.  Blackman  and  Clendenin.     This  subject  needs  to  be  venti- 

Itted  a  liuie  more  bv  the  Professor.     No  doubt  Dr.  Reese  will  be 

IT. — L 
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ready  to  assist  him.  Father  Reese  dies  hard.  Alas  !  and  alack,  that 
we  should  so  innocently  have  brought  to  the  grave  one  so  brave,  so 
honest  and  so  true :  doubtless,  his  agony  is  aggravated  by  the  tight 
hold  ho  has  taken  of  Prof.  0*Leary.  Can  nothing  be  done  ?  "Is 
there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ?  Is  there  no  physician  there?"  Ifdmgs 
prove  impotent,  aye,  even  if  *'  wine,  opium  and  anesthetics"  fail,  we 
press  on  Dr.  Reese  and  Prof.  0*LcaiT  with  a  kind  hand,  and  the  firm- 
est faith  in  its  efficacy,  the  editorial  in  our  last  number,  containing 
**  t/ie  certificate**  sworn  to  be/ore  (bat  Xew  York  Commlssiofier,  Dr, 
Clendenbi's  letter,  and  Frof.  0* Learys  letter  to  us.  If  these  will  not 
save  them,  we  say  with  sorrow  and  all  forgiveness  and  charily  for 
their  sins  of  omission  and  commission,  Vale. 


Hunger  Memorial.  —  Dr.  RusselVs  Circular.  —  We  give  place  to 
the  subjoined  communication  of  Dr.  Russell  with  much  pleasure,  and 
bespeak  for  its  object  the  prompt  attention  of  medical  men  in  Ohio, 
who  revere  the  memory  of  John  Hunter.  In  accordance  with  the  re- 
quest of  Dr.  Russell,  we  have  proper  blanks  at  this  office,  and  will 
receive  for  him  names  and  subscriptions  to  this  fund.  Friends  inter-  . 
ested  in  the  movement,  in  Noi*theni  Ohio,  who  prefer,  can  remit  for 
the  *' Hunter  ^klemorial,"  to  Prof.  Weber,  at  Cleveland  ;  and  in  South- 
ern Ohio,  to  either  Drs.  Stevens  or  Murphy,  at  Cincinnati,  or  directly 
to  Dr.  Russell,  at  Mount  Vernon. 

'*  By  a  vote  of  the  American  ^Medical  Association,  passed  at  its  late 
meeting  at  New  Haven,  a  committee  of  one,  from  each  State  rej)resented, 
were  chosen  to  fulfill  the  object  of  the  following  resolution  :  **  Resolved, 
Tliat  it  be  recommended  to  ihe  dilVerent  States  to  collect  subscriptions 
of  not  more  than  one  dollar  each  from  every  regularly  educated  physi- 
cian, to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  Monument,  about  to  be  placed  in  West- 
minster Abbey,  to  the  memory  of  dohn  Hunter.  All  moneys  collected 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  Chairman  of  the  (■ommittce  hereby  appointed." 
The  subscriber  was  chosen  for  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  give  the  sub- 
ject general  publicity,  has  requested  the  editors  of  the  different  mediei^l 
journals  in  this  State  to  publish  this  notice.  Each  regularly  educated 
physician  of  this  State,  who  admires  the  towering  genius  and  indefat- 
igable labors  of  Mr.  Hunter,  is  respectfully  soli<'ited  to  forward,  by 
mail  to  me,  07ie  dollar,  with  his  name  and  residince  legildy  written, 
with  good  ink,  before  the  first  of  March,  18G1.  The  }iut(>grai)h  names 
of  all  tlonors  will  be  arranged  in  a  suitable  volume,  to  be  dcpi>>it(Hl  in 
the  Library  of  the  Hunterian  ^luseum  in  London.  In  order  lo  earry 
ou-  •A\t,>.i^  M]y  th(^  |»n»»-odiinr  rc.>olijtioii.  the  editors  of  m'Mlical  juumals. 
8eci«'  a;i«  ^  (»V  oiimv  <»v  !  •  I  in«s'li<"ai  sorlciics,  ixti  1  »»:li  ■  iin-.ti-  al  gen- 
iKiiien,  ti.  v..  "(m:;-^  ^rjut  .  ,»i  the  Si::i".  \n1i.)  Iiaw  !•  '"i  it'Mij  ln'u  widi 
circulars,  aie  authorized  to  receive  the  doualion  ul  one  duiitr  fn»m  eaeh 
subscriber,  with  autograph  names,  and  transmit  the  same  to  me  before 


1861.]  EdUor'8  TaMe,  59 

the  first  of  March,  1861.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  profession  will 
maintain,  by  a  general  subscription  to  this  worthy  object,  the  elevated 
ponitiim  the  State  of  Ohio  occupies  in  our  confederacy.  A  correct  list 
of  donors  will  be  found  on  the  Secretary's  table  at  the  next  annual 
xnot*ting  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Ohio. 
3It.  Verxox,  O.,  Nov.  30,  1860.  John  W.  Russell." 


Another  Death  from  Chloroform. — Dr.  Fano  reports  the  "history 
of  a  patient  in  the  Gazette  Hehdomadane,  of  November  30,  who  died 
from  chloroform.  Tlie  patient  had  been  suffering  from  incui*vature  of 
the  toe-nail,  and  Dr.  Fano  put  him  under  chloroform  for  the  purpose 
<»f  rplioving  the  incur\ati(»n  of  the  nail  by  that  very  painful  operation, 
oripnatetl  by  Dupuytren.  Eveiy thing  was  favorable  for  the  inhala- 
tiun  :  the  patient  was  in  the  horizontal  position,  on  a  bed  opposite 
A  Urge  open  window.  The  charpie  wet  with  the  chloroform  did  not 
^»«tnict  the  mouth,  being  applied  only  to  the  nose.  Dr.  Lombard 
•wi*(«i  in  watching  the  pulse.  The  patient  soon  became  insensible, 
whf-n  Dr.  Fano  proceeded  with  the  operation.  When  he  had  torn 
•at  the  nail  the  patient  gave  a  groan,  when  Dr.  F.,  looking  at  his 
ftcf.  fviuml  it  pale,  his  pulse  at  the  wrist  extinguished,  and  no  pulsa- 
tion of  the  heart.  Various  means  were  used  to  resuscitate  the  patient, 
u  dashing  cold  water  in  his  face,  washing  his  face  with  vinegar  and 
*«t»T ;  artificial  respiration  was  also  practiced.  After  the  lapse  of 
•*iDf*  mcuicnts  the  patient  made  three  or  four  respirations,  without 
4nrr»-»ain  <.f  the  pulse,  or  any  intelligence.  All  means  were  used, 
let  without  jiucivss.  After  some  minutes  the  lips  became  viol(?t,  but 
iiil«  I  I'lor  was  not  present  at  the  moment  when  attention  was  called  to 
him  hy  hi«»  ^rnianing.  **The  autopsy  was  made  by  Dr.  Tardieu,  who 
f*Mitd  fJld  aihesiona  between  the  Uuvjs  and  thoracic  walls  to  a  great 
cttfMt,  a»d  a  pulmonary  apoplexy.^* 

Tbf  ♦liitiirs  of  the  Gazette  Ilehdomadaire^  from  which  journal  we 
Lav*-  uken  the  ma>n  facts  of  this  case,  make  the  following  remarks 
«n  i?  :  ••  It  ap[N?arK  cvi<lent  to  every  one  after  I'Cading  this  history, 
tha:  ^.nr  •••nfrei^s  took  all  the  necessary  precautions  to  ensure  safety 
ia  thf  inhalation  of  the  anesthetic  :  open  windows,  horizontal  posi- 
ti-in,  ?li'  rhlontfium  administennl  in  small  succes.sive quantities,  inces- 
•a^tt  wai'hiii^  <»f  the  pulse,  etc.  Still  further,  when  the  dangerous 
i^^ti!'-  niaiiil«:>ie«l  themselves,  they  did  what  science  and  experience 
:-:-'-  .  .  av»»rt  tl»i*  «at;><*-  i-lit'.  I'lii'ir  '■nTis<'icn  c  mav  then  rest 
•a'ni  ■     '  •'  '  'a«.»*  of  an  ••.•••nf  .'•.•  iciil'  '  • 

I-    •         •    .' ••«:i    till!*- tluii    .  iiloroloini  siiould  be   laid  asid«- ?     Can 
mj  oac  pn.tcud  to  lay  down  rules  for  its  safe  administration  ? 
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The  Tate  and  Richardson  Controversy. —  Dr.  Tate  and  his  friends 
have  expressed  a  strong  feeling  that  he  should  be  allowed  a  brief 
rejoinder  to  the  article  of  Dr.  Richardson  in  the  last  number  of  this 
journal.  That  we  may  not  be  chargeable  with  injustice  or  discourtesy, 
we  have  assented  to  the  communication,  which  appears  in  this  issue, 
from  Prof.  Tate,  as  a  finality.  We  feel  that  an  apology  is  due  our 
readers  for  permitting  so  much  space  to  be  consumed  with  a  n^atter  of 
so  little  general  interest,  and  conducted  with  so  much  intemperance  of 
language.  Passing  through  the  office  of  friend  Cobb,  our  worthy 
printer,  we  saw  several  cases  filled  with  bright  new  type,  glistening  like 
so  many  heaps  of  diamonds,  and  upon  learning  that  they  were  pro- 
cured especially  for  printing  this  journal,  we  could  not  but  feel  that 
they  must  not  be  desecrated,  this  new  year  and  new  volume,  with 
unworthy  thoughts  or  words.  Will  our  correspondents  help  us  to 
give  due  respect  to  the  new  type  ?  Sarcasm  is  a  dangerous  weapon  ; 
and,  as  a  general  thing,  sarcasm  and  science  make  a  bad  mixture. 


Our  Well  Wishers  —  Have  our  sincere  thanks  for  their  efforts  in  our 
behalf,  as  well  as  our  appreciation  of  their  kindly  expressions.  It  is 
not  often,  however,  that  we  obtnide  these  upon  the  public,  but  just  at 
this  time  of  the  year  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  a  paragraph  from 
one  or  two  of  our  private  letters,  representative  of  a  frequent  expres- 
sion of  good  will  and  regard  for  our  journal. 

Dr.  Sheets,  of  Liberty,  Indiana,  says :  **  We  are  highly  pleased 
with  your  journal  out  here.  The  variety,  news,  gossip,  etc.,  are  re- 
freshing to  a  person  buried  in  the  country.  Where  there  is  attention 
paid  to  the  medical  intelligence  of  the  day,  and  a  good  selection  from 
other  journals,  one  is  not  under  the  necessity  of  taking  so  many  pub- 
lications. Hope  you  will  not  forget  your  portrait  department."  [Of 
course,  we  will  not,  Doctor.] 

Dr.  Charlton,  of  Seymour,  Ind.,  thinks  **  It  is  worth  more,  in 
proportion  to  its  cost,  than  any  journal  published  in  the  West,  and  I 
sincerely  wish  you  success."     That  is,  perhaps,  enough  for  one  time. 

A  New  Medical  Journal. —  With  the  beginning  of  the  year  1861, 
Prof.  Edward  Warren,  fonnerly  editor  of  the  North  Carolina  Medical 
Journals  will  issue  a  journal  from  his  new  home,  Baltimore,  to  be 
known  as  the  Baltimore  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


Two  new  journals,  to  be  devoted  to  mental  medicine,  make 

their  appearance  Januaiy  1st,  at  Paris.     M.  Baillarger  will  be  the 
editor  of  one,  and  M.  Delasiauve  of  the  other. 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Covington  and  Newport  Medical  Society 

1ia;$  fonrarded  the  following  resolution,  adopted  at  their  meeting  in 
l>ecember : 

••  Retolvtd,  That  any  member  of  this  society,  who  shall  aid  or  assist 
in  any  manner  the  election  or  promotion  of  any  quack  or  irregular 
praotitiunor,  to  any  office  or  appointment  of  a  medical  character,  shall 
be  ileemcd  guilty  of  the  violation  of  the  rules  of  this  society,  and  of 
the  National  Code  of  Medical  Ethics,  and  for  such  an  offence  shall  be 
deemeil  subject  to  a  reprimand  by  this  society,  or  expulsion,  as  said 
society  shall  decide  by  a  regular  vote  by  ballot,  of  all  the  members 
prnent*  Henry  Manfred,  Secretary." 


The    Eaton  (Preble  (^ounty,    Ohio,)   Medical   Society  elected 

thi*  following  officers,  at  a  meeting  held  Tuesday,  November  27  :  Dr. 
P.  M.  C'runie,  President ;  Dr.  K.  P.  Nesbit,  Vice  President ;  Dr.  Jno, 
Pearl  Haggott,  Secretary  and  Librarian ;  Dr.  R.  Moody,  Treasurer ; 
Dr.  P.  T.  Gans.  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  and  Drs.  Dunham,  Ci-ume 
•ad  Limbiiev,  Censors. 


— Malgaigne  has  brought  out  tlirougli  the  house  of  G.  Bailliere, 
Piri**,  tlic  seventh  eilition  of  his  Operative  Surgery.  Tlie  book  has 
\ncVk  a'-written,  and  may  be  called  quite  n  new  work. 

—  \Vt»  tind  advertise^l  in  the  Paris  medical  journals  the  following 
»«'rk  i.y  M.  Trousseau:  Clinique  Mtdlcale  de  V Hotel- Dieu  de  Paris ; 
^1\  {aj^-s.      It  is  no  doubt  a  valuable  work. 

—  M.  Thiercelin  read  a  paper  before  the  Aca<h?my  of  Sciences, 
N"v.  VI,  tit'tailing  the  etleits  of  woorara  in  the  treatment  of  epilepsy. 
H*  n.[H.»rts  two  cases   of  several   years'  duration  greatly  benefited  by 

—  .\udral,  probably  on  a«*count  <»f  bad  health  or  the  infinnities  of 
ig*'.  ha*  r»»tin*<l,  at  least  for  the  present  session  of  the  School  of  Me<li- 
fiti".at  Paris.  His  iour.sc  on  Pathology  and  (reneral  'nieraj)eutic8  is 
pwii  i.y  M.  <'haufTard,  an  atjrigk. 

— A  Sanitaiy  C'ongn'ss  will  shortly  assemble  at  Lyons,  France. 
II  i*  t"  U'  oiuipoMHl  of  ivpresfutatives  fr(»m  the  chief  cities  of  France, 
^*r*^iv.  au*l  thf  inland  of  Malta  ;  as  also  the  jtrincipal  cities  along  the 
)l*-iit«'min"an  Sen  are  to  U*  repn*sented. 

—  At  tli«'  nnvtin;r  of  the  Surgical  Society  of  Pari»»,  OetoWr  10, 

♦'ii*«-ai;nia'-  exhibiteti  a  patient  who  pr(Mluce<l  and  reduced  at  pleasure 

a  luxation  of  the  crystalline  lens.     'Jlie  lens    remaine<l  transparent. 

3f   Ijirny  nlati^l  a  case  which  he  had  w^en  in  his  practice  (juite  like 

tiii«  oDe,  in  which  the  crystalline  lens  did  not  l»ecome  opacpie  until 
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three  or  four  years  after  the  luxation.  We  know  also  that  the  passage 
of  the  crystalline  lens  from  one  chamber  to  another  takes  place  some- 
times after  the  complete  formation  of  capsulo-lcnticular  cataract,  when 
the  attachments  of  the  capsule  to  the  ciliary  zone,  which  tends  to  relax 
in  proportion  as  the  opacity  is  formed,  comes  to  be  destroyed,  com- 
pletely. 

M.  Barthez,  physician  to  St.  Eug6nie  Hospital,  sent  to  the 

meeting  of  the  Society  of  Surgery,  of  Nov.  30,  an  enormous  ovarian 
tumor,  taken  from  a  child  eleven  years  of  age,  who  died  in  the  hospi- 
tal. It  weighed  nineteen  pounds,  and  was  composed  of  multilocular 
cysts,  inclosed  in  a  spongy  tissue,  flabby,  and  developed  in  its  sides  ; 
It  resembled  those  which  we  see  very  often  in  adults  ;  they  are  very 
rare  in  children,  and  it  is  in  this  respect  that  this  specimen  presents  a 
great  interest.  , 


PRRPABED    BY   C.  A.  HABTMANN,  M.D. 


PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 

1.  Mania  a  Potu — Is,  according  to  Prof.  Warren  Stone,  properly  the 
acute  delirium  tremens  :  the  chronic  form  of  delirium  caused  by  the  ex- 
cessive use  of  stimulants,  the  violence  of  the  delirium  being,  in  the 
former  instance,  BWlinly  due  to  alcoholic  blood-poisoning,  the  tremor 
in  the  other  more  to  the  sudden  privation  of  a  long-accustomed  stim- 
ulant. Mania  a  potu,  often  the  cause  of  sudden  death,  under  the 
names  of  brain-fever  and  apoplexy,  is  generally  improperly  ti-cated. 
The  free  use  of  opium  produces  an  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  nervous 
system,  and  tends  to  check  the  already  diminished  secretions.  The 
two  forms  of  the  disease  require,  in  treatment,  corresponding  modifi- 
cations. The  indications  ai*e,  to  establish  the  secretions,  disgorge  the 
system  of  the  alcoholic  poison,  and  to  introduce  proper  nutriment. 
Calomel,  in  small  doses,  frequently  repeated,  until  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  grains  are  taken,  should  be  followed  in  eight  or  ten  hour?*  by 
small  and  repeated  doses  of  saline  medicine.  After  the  stomach 
and  bowels  are  thus  disgorged,  milk  is  universally  applicable  as  a 
nutriment ;  the  addition  of  lime-water  renders  it  particularly  grateful 
and  soothing  to  the  irritated  stomach.  In  all  acute  cases,  alcoholic 
stimulants  should  be  withheld,  and  opium,  in  all  forms,  prohibited. 
Where  the  latter  is  indicate<l,  which  is  never  the  case  before  the  sys- 
tem is  thoroughly  relieved  of  the  alcohol,  equal  j)arts  of  morphia  and 
tartrate  of  antimony,  given  in  small  and  rej)eated  doses,  will  soon 
calm  the  nervous  system  and  induce  sleep,  without  injury  to  brain  or 
stomach. — Xew  Orleans  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

'Dr.  L.  P.  Gebhard  considers  delirium  tremens  as  a  form  of  gas- 
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Uicis  only  ilifttinguislied  **by  the  peculiar  nature  of  its  cause.'*  Ho 
theivforc  rtvoniniouils  the  application  of  bloody  2ups  over  the  whole 
region  of  the  stomach,  with  the  internal  use  of  opiates.  Camphor  and 
opium  may  he  given  in  conjunction,  until  sleep  is  induced  ;  or,  better, 
amixtuiv  of  sulphate  of  morphia,  extract  of  hyoscyamus,  and  extract 
of  valeriai*.  which  has  proved  of  decided  advantage.  Neither  alcohol 
nor  fermented  drinks  are  required. — Med.  and  Surg.  Bej)orter. 

Tho  jail-pliyhiL'ian  of  Chicago  has  found  ipecacuanha  remarkably 

soctv-'stul  in    ihdirium    tremens.     Where  a  case  is  not  of  too   long 

standing,  he  gives  it  first  as  an  emetic,  and  afterwards  from  fifteen  to 

eighto«*n  grains  evciy  other  day.     Shower-baths  and  strong  beef-tea 

•re  U!^l  b^^iiles.  but  no  alcoholic  stimulants. — Joum.  of  Mat.  Med, 

In  ih»»  Savauufdi   Hospital  very  satisfactoiy  results  have  been  ob- 

uino«l  with  ihc'  extract  of  Indian  liemp,  six  or  eight  grains  every  two 

or  thr**»}  hours.     The  tincture  is  prtf  irable  to  the  extract;  a  teaspoon- 

ful  of  it   taken  every   two  hours,   induces  sleep   rapidly. — Savannah 

JiMrnol  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Gloninger,  of  Philadelphia,  says  :  "Nothing  will  answer 
every  indication  as  well  as  lupulin.  It  may  be  given  ad  libitum  without 
dwn^T  ;  a  tabh'spoonful,  if  you  please,  every  hour,  until  sleep  is  pro- 
/  dQc««l.  As  much  as  six  pounds  of  the  tincture,  made  with  pure 
briiidy,  have  btvn  given,  before  the  narcotic  eflect  followed." — Med. 
•jk/  Sttrfj.  Reporter. 

The  tluitl  extiact  of  lady's  slipper  has  been  used  by  Dr.  Simms,  of 
Wilwin^rton,  Del.,  with  entire  success  ;  a  tablespoonful  every  hour, 
BDtil  hle**p  is  j»ro«lured,  which  is  generally  in  twelve  liouis.  The  rem- 
e-ly  is  uitrrward  continued  in  smaller  doses  until  the  patient  gets  well. 
"^uHrnal  uf  Materia  Medica. 

2.  Tnu/mcntof  (Jhurea. — Dr.  Stone,  medical  registrar  of  St.  "^riiomas 
U«j«j*itAl.  has  ba>ed  tiu*  following  conclusions  upon  fifty  cases  of  cho- 
watlwre  treated  during  the  year  l*^5S  :  of  sixteen  cases  treated  with 
Milplutt*  of  zin-".  thirteen  went  out  cured,  three  relieved  ;  but  two  of 
tlH-UttiT  wtTc  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery,  which  may  be  set  to  the  credit 
of  till*  niftiirameut.  On  the  other  hand,  three  of  those  ultimately  cured 
owi»ii  tht'ir  iniprovt'un'ut  j>artly  to  ferruginous  pi*eparations.  in  one 
ewe  th-  zinc  had  no  ci]i»ct  whatever.  The  longest  stay  in  the  hospital 
•moii::  ihr!-e  hixtcen  ca.M»s  was  123  days;  shortest,  14  ;  the  average, 
44.»i  -lay.-. 

F'i;iitt*»'n<"aM»s  wore  ti-eated  duilng  the  same  pei iod  wiih  preparations 

«  ir«m  :  all  weie  cured.     Longest  time,  1»)1  days  ;  shortest,  G  ;  ave- 

npc.  44. 'J  day^i. 

Li'iii^r   |'«lra^^iI•   ar>enitis  was  employed  in  twenty   cases;  eighteen 

;•«:.  iT«-  i«II«'vtMl,  one  died.     Longest  stay,  55  days  ;  shortest,  6  ; 

ftirriiiT''.  1!<»-Ii  days. 

J:  ji.'niain>  a  tjuesUon  whether  the  discrepancy  l>etween  these  results 
aii*l  th  t!-«?  of  M»m«»  previous  wcll-conductc<l  observations  is  due  to  mere 
■i'ridi  nt.  or  ti»  sum«^  real  (lilVerence  in  type  between  cases  oritnnating 
MX  dii'i'Tciil  limes  and  under  dissimilar  circumstances. — Med.  Timea  and 
GoJtae. 
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Dr.  S.  N.  Pierce,  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  haa  reported,  in  a  foi-mer 
number  of  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg,  Journal,  a  case  of  chorea  in  a 
strong  and  plethoric  girl  of  fifteen  years,  who  was  first  treated  with 
nitrate  of  silver  and  sulphate  of  zinc,  without  benefit.  The  addition  of 
extract  of  stramonium  seemed  to  control  the  disease  somewhat,  but  soon 
that  agent  lost  all  its  influence,  even  in  increased  doses.  Then  the 
following  pills  were  ordered,  and  conquei-ed  the  convulsions :  extracts 
of  stramonium  and  hemlock,  of  each  fifteen  grains  ;  strychnia,  two 
grains  ;  nitiate  of  silver,  two  scruples.  Divide  into  thirty  pills,  three 
of  which  are  to  be  taken  during  the  day.  The  amount  of  strychnia 
and  nitrate  of  silver  was  gradually  increased. 

3.  Treatment  of  Epilepsy. — Dr.  Fabre  reports  seven  cases  of  con- 
firmed and  well-marked  epilepsy,  in  which  pills  of  the  hydroryanate 
of  iron  have  effected  cuies.  He  alludes  also  to  numerous  cases  in 
which  the  same  substance  has  been  successfully  employed  by  Dr. 
Koux,  of  Brignolles,  and  adduces  the  testimony  of  others  in  support 
of  the  advantageous  effect  of  this  preparation,  which  has  been  em- 
ployed since  1829  in  chorea  and  other  neuroses  complicated  with 
chlorosis. — Revue  de  Malgalgne  ;  Journ.  Mat.  Med. 

Dr.  G.  S.  Bailey,  a  retired  physician  of  Iowa,  states  in  a  letter  to 
the  editors  of  the  last-named  journal,  that  his  only  son,  after  having 
been  treated  six  years  for  epilepsy  with  every  remed)'^  that  medical 
skill  could  suggest,  without  success,  was  finally  cured  with  the  hydro- 
cyanate  of  iron,  by  Prof.  D.  L.  McGugin,  of  Keokuk.  The  formula 
employed  corresponds  with  the  one  used  by  Dr.  Treat  ( Cin.  LancH 
and  Observer y  June ,  1860,  p.  388):  hydrocyanate  of  iron,  one  drachm  ; 
powder  of  valerian,  two  drachms ;  extract  of  Indian  hemp,  one 
drachm  being  originally  added  by  McGugin.  Make  into  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pills.  One  of  them  is  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day,  grad- 
ually increased  to  four. 

Dr.  Max  Maresk,  physician  of  an  establishment  for  the  insane  at 
Vienna,  submitted  some  epileptic  patients  to  the  influence  of  atropine. 
Out  of  eight  cases  taken  from  the  female  department,  three  were  com- 
pletely cured,  and  the  condition  of  the  five  others  notably  ameliorated. 
Ten  other  patients,  four  men  an<l  six  women,  were  selected  from  the 
department  of  the  incurable  insane,  for  the  same  experiment.  Eight 
of  th:»se  experienced  a  markel  diminution  in  the  violence  and  frequency 
of  their  epileptic  attacks,  as  well  as  in  the  acerbation  of  their  physical 
trouble.  One-fiftieth  of  a  grain  of  atropine  gave  rise,  in  every  case,  to 
the  phenomena  habitually  following  the  administration  of  this  agent; 
the  patients  became  habituated  to  them,  although  they  never  ceaijeil 
during  the  entire  treatment.  \\\  every  case  the  ])ulse  lost  eight  or 
twelve  pulsations  during  the  first  hour  after  taking  the  remedy,  but  re- 
sumed its  normal  frequency  so  soon  as  the  other  phenomena  mani- 
fested themselves.  The  atropine  was  administered  in  a  solution  of 
one  grain  in  five  hundred  drops  of  rectified  alcohol  ;  five  or  ten  drops 
of  this  constituting  a  dose,  which  is  administered  once  daily,  in  the 
morning  before  breakfast.  Coffee,  tea  and  chocolate  interfere  with  the 
action  of  the  atropine.     It  is  continued  for  sixty  or  ninety  days,  and 
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then  reRnnie«i  after  an  interval  of  from  tliirty  to  forty-five  days.  It 
&vors  nnii  angments  menstniation,  and  but  rarely  gives  rise  to  consti- 
pfttxon.  more  frequently  to  diarrhoea,  necessitating,  when  severe,  suspen- 
fioD  of  its  administration  for  some  days. — L'  Union  Med.  ;  N.  0.  Med. 
mmd  Sttrp.  Journ. 

Solinum  palustre,  in  powder,  effected  a  complete  cure  in  the  hands 
of  \}t,  Th.  Herpin.  in  four  cases  of  idiopathic,  and  partly  of  inherited 
epikpsy.  He  administered  from  one  to  four  oimces  during  the  week, 
dividotl  in  twenty-four  doses,  of  which  three  or  four  were  taken  daily. 
Acconiing  to  Dr.  Tagod  {^BouchardCs  Annuaire  de  Therap.)  the  root 
tnd  herb  of  pouce<lanum  austriacum   are  still  more  efficacious.     Ho 

give  two  grammes  of  the  powder  three  times  daily. — Xorth  Amer. 

JM.'C/fir.  Rev.,  from  Bull.de  Tkirap. 
Mr.  E.  IViin.^s  reports  a  case  with  the  powdered  water-plantain,  alis- 

ma  pla'ifasT't,  four  grains   twice   daily,  increased  a  grain  every  third 

*Ut.     B;k  ih:»  root  mast  be  collected  at  the  end  of  August.     This  do- 

iftres  a  more  extensive  trial. — London  Lancet. 


SURGICAL. 

4.  Observations  on  Syphilis. — In  an  esuav  read  before  the  Huther- 
ford  r,»imty  M»^lical  Society,  May  3,  1860,  Dr.  L.  M.  Wasson,  of 
Mixrfrt'e>bonr,  Tenn.,  attempted  to  prove  syphilis  to  be  the  parent  of 
scrofalii  (Xas  fir  die  Journ.  of  Med.  and  Surg.)  But  this  assertion, 
■hhoiieii  admitted  in  part  by  others,  is  loosely  based  upon  the 
imptirvtl  vitaliiy.  prostration,  and  cachectic  condition  of  the  system, 
ifttimt?-!  by  hvphilis,  ami  resulting  in  the  "  lymphatic  temperament, 
which  i>  th».»  temfiorament  of  scrofula."  The  system  is  thought  to 
W'injt'  ini-]ine<t  t<»  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  because  every  fibre  of  the 
^ooniy  i-nn  not  but  lie  afl[e«'te<l  by  blood  '*  vitiated  with  ingredients  so 
tiur<ni|>jtii»l*.>  with  every  tissue  of  the  body,'*  as  the  venereal  virus. 
^^pp•l*in:;  that  to  Ik?  true,  as  far  as  it  goes,  it  does  not  follow  as  an 
Gafti«-n:fkbiM  fiu-t.  *•  that  syphilis  does  pnMluce,  in  every  particular,  the 
vrofiiU  diathesis,*'  nor  that  it  is  **  a  most  powerful  and  frequent  cause 

In-'rli-r  tn  corroborate  the  assertion  of  Dr.  Cnllerier,  that  heredi- 

t4nr  -yjihilis  i**  always  due  to  mutemal  iutlneuce,  (Mtmoires  de  la 

S^rietf  de  Chirunjie,  tom.  iv.,  p.   280,)  Dr.  Notta    has    published    a 

laenhiir  ''>>iiTaininir  a  number  of  observations,  which  go  to  show,  that 

tAf  sMjM  will  l»e  free  from  the  disease  when  at   the  time  of  conception 

tJi^  fiMtlifr  uus  fni*  frofu  it,  notwithstanding  the  father  may  have  been 

•^I'-i  i-iili'T  at  the  time  or  previously,  but  that  syphilitic  children 

wil!  b'  fi,..  iv^nlt  where  the  mothers  have  been  subjected  to  the  influ- 

flj'Y-  !,('  tb»'  viiiiH  previous  to  conception,  while  the   father  was  then 

•nS-rnj,   or  hail   passed   thnuigh    the  disease.     In  registering   these 

f*rf..  w,.  a:...  not  prepared  to  admit  the  conclusions  drawn  from  them, 

J>Tip|'rrTifjir  tn  wait  ior  the  result  of  a  more  ample  experience. — Arch. 

Qim.  dt  Mid-x. 

Vrui.  .S:;rnitmd,  of  Vienna,  finds  the  proto-iodido  of  mercury  only 
^iplk'able  to  the  papalar  and  pustular  forms  of  syphilis,  and  even 
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there  it  is  slower  in  effect  than  other  mercurial  preparations.  ItB 
reputed  peculiarity  of  not  inducing  salivation  is  groundless ;  even 
when  combined  with  opium,  it  gives  rise  to  diarrhcea,  an»l  in  obstinate 
forms  of  the  disease  it  is  of  little  or  no  use,  while  in  anemia  it  is  pos- 
itively injurious.  It  by  no  means  deserves  the  preference  given  to  it 
in  the  treatment  of  childryin,  and  admits  only  of  further  trial  in  some 
obstinate  forms,  combined  with  iodide  of  potassium,  but  not  in  sub- 
jects disposed  to  catarrh  of  the  lungs,  stomach  or  intestines. —  Wien 
Wochenschr. ;  Med,  Times  and  Gaz. 

Prof.  Hebra  has  given,  in  one  of  the  late  meetings  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  Vienna,  his  experience  since  1858  of  the  treatment  of  syph- 
ilis by  syphilization.  Taking  the  matter  from  a  simple  soft  chancre, 
he  continues  the  inoculation  as  long  as  pustules  are  formed,  or  until 
all  the  syphilitic  symptoms  have  entirely  disappeared.  Patients  upon 
whom  no  more  pustules  are  produced,  even  by  repeated  inoculations 
from  different  chancres,  are  pronounced  "  immune."  The  inocula- 
tions were  made  three  times  a  week,  commencing  with  four  punctures 
in  the  side  or  upper  arm  and  then  in  the  thighs.  The  aggregate  num- 
ber of  punctures  reached  from  7  to  604.  The  earliest  immunity 
ceased  after  the  nineteenth  inoculation,  or  the  forty-second  day,  with 
seventy-six  punctures ;  i\v^  latest  by  219  punctures  after  150  days. 
The  patients,  with  the  exception  of  two,  ^ceived  no  medicine,  not  even 
a  warm  bath,  but  were  allowed  nutritious  food  and  walking  at  pleas- 
ure. The  artificial  pustules  were  covered  with  a  piece  of  oiled  linen; 
frequently  it  took  from  three  to  six  weeks  to  heal  them  up.  A  faw 
patients  in  whom  inoculation  had  not  been  pushed  to  immunity,  wore 
attacked  again  with  syphilis.  Out  of  twenty-four  (three  with  primary 
chancres,  nineteen  with  secondary  syphilis,  two  with  non-syphilitic 
lupus  serpiginosus)  fourteen  had  been  dismissed,  the  rest  remaining 
under  treatment.  The  application  of  mercurial  ointment  in  two  cases 
did  not  influence  the  development  and  course  of  the  artiliirial  pustules. 
All  patients  made  perfectly  immune  are  permanently  cured.  They 
feel  perfectly  well  during  the  inoculation,  improve  in  appearance  and 
gain  in  weight ;  by  and  by  all  syphilitic  symptoms  disappear.  Par- 
allel experiments,  however,  prove  the  decided  superiority  of  mercurial 
treatment. —  Wien  Wochenschr, ;  Oglethorpe  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ. 

Against  syphilitic  chaps  and  fissures  of  the  toes  an  ointment  con- 
taining litharge,  white  precipitate  and  a  few  drops  of  laudanum,  has 
been  used  with  marked  success  in  many  of  the  hospitals  of  Germany. 
The  same  ointment  is  recommended  for  the  serpiginous  and  phagede- 
nic idcers  which  occasionally  supervene  upon  vaccination  in  children 
of  a  scrofulous  or  syphilitic  constitution.  The  process  of  cicatrization 
is  practiced  by  bathing  the  sores  with  a  decoction  of  hemlock  and 
marsh-mallows. — Med.-Chir,  Review, 

5.  Exfoliation  of  the  whole  ypper  portion  of  the  Skidl  in  consegfience 
of  a  severe  Burn,  has  been  observed  by  Dr.  J.  Philipot.  An  Irish  wo- 
man, falling,  during  a  fit,  into  an  open  wood-fire,  had  her  neck,  face  and 
scalp  severely  burnt,  the  upper  two- thirds  of  the  frontal  and  paiictal 
bones  being  denuded  and  charred  by  the  flames.   A  severe  shock  to  the 
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nen'oas  syrtem  was  the  result,  but  readily  yielded  to  treatment,  and  un- 
der the  n«c  of  a  slightly  stimulating  lotion  a  large  slough  was  thrown 
off  in  the  course  of  several  weeks,  leaving  the  exposed  bones  sur- 
Fonndefl  by  granulating  margins.  Nearly  ten  months  after  the  acci- 
dent, while  applying  the  lotion,  the  patient  felt  the  bone  move,  and  suc- 
eepiled,  by  using  a  little  force,  in  removing  the  top  of  her  head.  The 
bone  measured  live  inches  and  three-fourths  in  its  longitudinal  diame- 
ter, ami  four  inches  and  a  half  transversely.  Its  internal  table  had 
almost  entirely  disappeared.  The  whole  superior  surface  of  the  brain 
wan  exposod,  but  covered  by  its  membranes,  resembling  a  large, 
de»hy»  pulsating  tumor.  At  the  time  of  reporting  the  case,  nearly 
two  years  and  a  half  after  the  accident,  the  patient  seemed  to  suffer 
let  little  ini'onvenience  from  the  loss. — Xorth  Ainer.  Med.-Chir.  Rev,, 
/mm  Brit. -Ainer.  Journ. 

6.  Cherry-Laurel  Water  in  Bums. —  In  three  cases  of  burns  of 
the  second,  third  and  fourth  degi-ee  of  Dupuytren,  Dr.  Franchino, 
((r«.  Medi.  Ital.y  Stati  Sardi.,  No.  37)  applied  compresses  soaked  in 
a  mixture  of  eight  parts  of  distilled  cherry-laurel  water  to  one  hundred 
ptit*  of  a  solution  of  gum  arabic,  the  burnt  surface  having  been  pre- 
Tionsly  cleaned  and  the  phlyctena3  opened.  This  application  effected 
a  Hire  with  great  promptness.  In  onler  to  renew  the  dressing,  the 
compresses  must  be  softened,  before  their  removal,  by  covering  them 
with  other  compresses  soaked  in  water. —  Gaz.  Heb.;  Xorth  Amer, 
Mtd.-Chir.  Review. 

It  would  be  more  convenient  to  substitute  glycerine  for  the  solution 
of  ^m  arabic  in  this  application,  or  perhaps  just  as  well  to  paint  the 
nirfit«  over  with  the  cherrv-laurcl  water,  and  then  cover  the  same  with 
i  cf»it  of  coll  Oil  ion. 

7.  Sofjt  in  Cancer. — According  to  Dr.  Debi-eyne  (Revue  Medic.) 
f^A,  In  the  form  of  ointment  (lard,  or  glycerine,  and  soot,  of  each 
lixty  parts,  extract  of  belladonna,  eight  parts)  or  lotion,  is  the  best 
Mi'i  m«»*t  fthcacious  local  application  to  open  cancer.  The  internal 
tt'^.of  the  hame  agent,- in  tincture  or  extract  (!),  is  also  suggested. — 
Amer.  Druggist's  Circ. 

**.  Syncope /ollotring  Traumatic  Iloemorrhage — Ought  to  be  treated, 
•f  o-.iing  t«)  Dr.  Debout  {Bull.  Gtn.de  TlUrap.,  Feb.,  1860),  by  put- 
ting the  patient  upon  his  i)ack  and  lessening  the  extent  of  the  circula- 
tif-n  ry  abdominal  pressure.  To  the  ])hysical  action  of  this  means 
^hi/aM  Vie  added  the  stimulation  of  the  heated  steel  knob,  rapidly  car- 
nal i.TiT  various  parts  of  the  cutaneous  surface,  and  assisted  by  ene- 
taitaofwine.  This  syncope  is  so  jwrilous  that  all  these  measures 
C"nif..in«»«l  will  never  be  too  powerful.  Transfusion  of  blood  affords 
to:  •'b'.'rt  relief  in  stich  cases. — Lfjndon  Lancet. 

5-  Elrrtric  Light  for  Surgical  Operations. — An  apparatus  for  this 
[i3rJlOM^  has  l»een  exhibite*!  to  the  Society  of  Arts  in  Edinburgh.  It 
tij^^A'^u  of  a  small  glass  tube  doubled  upon  itself  and  filled  with  car- 
U/nic  acid,  hydrogen,  nitrogen  or  other  gas,  according  to  the  quality 
cf  light  rec^uired.     Into  each  end  of  the  tube  is  introduced  a  wire  from 
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the  poles  of  a  coil  mnchine,  and  when  the  current  of  electricity  is  esta- 
blished, the  tube  is  lighted  up  without  heat  being  evolved.  ThU 
instrument  is  capable  of  a  great  number  of  modifications,  and  can  be 
adapted  to  almost  any  region. —  Ohio  Med.  and  Surg,  Journal. 

10.  Local  Employment  of  Chloroform  in  Dislocations. — Dr.  Orlica,  a 
French  physician,  accomplished  in  two  cases  of  recent  dislocation  of 
the  shoulder  a  rapid  and  painless  reduction,  by  surrounding  the  joint 
with  compresses  imbibed  with  chloroform  two  or  three  minutes  prior 
to  and  during  the  attempt  at  reduction.  In  this  way,  he  observes, 
assistants  may  be  dispensed  with  and  pain  prevented,  without  any 
danger  being  incurred. — Kansas  City  Med.  and  Surg.  Review,  from 
Moniteur  des  Sciences  M^dic. 


OBSTETRICAL. 

11.  Tk€  Different  Methods  of  Craniotomy. — Having  examined  the 
different  methods  of  craniotomy.  Prof.  Braun  (  Wien  Ztschr.,  N.  F.  II., 
3,  1859,)  has  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions  : 

The  method  of  Levret  and  Bmollie,  who  perforate  with  a  scissor-like 
instrument  and  extract  the  head  by  means  of  a  sharp  or  half-blunted 
hook,  is  at  present  only  practiced  by  Austrian  country-physicians.  .  . 
Boer's  method  consists  in  perforation  with  scissors,  exfoliation  and 
extraction  with  the  excerebrating  ])liers.  Mostly  followed  in  England. 
Both  these  methods  are  objectionable  because  injuries  are  easily  in- 
flicted and  sometimes  turning  is  necessary  after  perforation. 

The  best  scissor-shaped  perforator  is  that  of  Naegele  ;  the  best  bone- 
breaker,  Chiari's  moditied  forceps.  Van  Huevel  constructed  the  best 
instrument  for  excerebration.     Didot's  **  diatripteur  "  is  inapplicable. 

The  method  of  Baudeloque  is  the  crushing  of  the  head,  cephalotripsy. 
His  apparatus  was  too  massive,  and  all  the  modified  instmments  of 
Busch,  Schoeller,  Kilian  and  others,  are  very  unreliable  for  the  purpose 
of  extraction. 

Craniotomy  by  means  of  a  straight  trepan  (an  invention  of  Joerg), 
followed  by  the  application  of  a  cephalotribe  moderately  curved,  as 
practised  by  Kiwish,  appears  to  be  a  more  appropriate  method. 

Van  Huevel's  **  forceps-scie"  and  Ritgen's  '*labitom"  have  not  be- 
come popular  to  any  extent  with  the  profession.  More  practical  valne 
is  ascribed  to  Cohen's  **  jxjrforating  cephalotribe  "  (first  descrilwd  in 
the  Monats-schr iff filr  Gehurtskunde,  Aug.,  1857,  where  it  was  claimed 
that  this  instrument  could  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  all  others,  in  dif- 
ficult obstetric  cases, —  perforation,  embryotomy,  exarticulation  and 
extraction  of  any  part  of  the  feet  us  being  performable  by  it,  without 
the  least  danger  to  the  woman  or  the  operator.)  It  makes  a  large 
opening  in  the  skull,  does  not  slip,  can  be  applied  in  every  presenta- 
tion, and  excludes  any  injury  to  the  rectum  or  bladder  ;  but  it  is  rather 
too  heavy,  too  long,  and  has  an  improper  juncture.  Experiments  on 
dead  boilies  show  that  it  can  not  be  employed  for  decapitation  or  eni- 
bryulcia.  The  two  knives  of  it  do  not  cut  uniformly.  With  some 
alterations,  it  may  become  useful. 
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12.  Remarks  on  Placenta  Prccvia, — According  to  statistical  compi- 
lations from  the  journal  of  the  Clinical  Hospital,  at  Breslau,  made  by 
Dr.  Von   Glisczynski,  {Med,  CeTitr.  Ztg.;  SchmidVs  Jahrh.^  102,  5,) 
plaivDtA  prievia  occurs  not  quite  as  frequently  as  stated  by  others, 
only  ninety  cases  having  been  there  observed  in  10,440  deliveries. 
The  finst  indication  is  furnished  by  ha?morrliage,  during  the  latter  third 
of  pregnancy  ;  sometimes  as  early  as  the  fourth  or  iifth  month.     A 
certain  diagnosis  is  not  possible  until  the  placenta-  itvself  can  be  felt. 
The  fact  that  this  abnormity  occurs  almost  exclusively  in  multlparis 
kaJa  to  the  liypothesis  of  defective  reorganization  of  the  womb,  either 
from  several  pi-egnancies  following  each   other  in  too  short  a  time,  or 
from  intlammatory  and  other  morbid  conditions  of  the  same.     Internal 
icnK-dies  are  usually  insufficient ;  hastening  the  delivery  or  plugging 
the  vagina  are  the  only  reliable  things  aftbrding  relief.     Ice- water  in 
la  iQdia-n]bl>er  ball  (the  colpeurynter)  is  the  best  material  for  plug- 
ging.    When  danger  is  threatening  to  the  mother's  life,  recourse  ought 
to  be  had  without  delay  to  the  accoucheme'nt  ford, 

13.  Treatment  of  Uterine  Hcemorrkage. — Dr.  CI.  Ollivier  thinks 
((mi.  des  Hup.,  12,  1859;  Schmidt's  Jahrb.,  102,  5,  1859,)  plug- 
gicg  of  ilie  vagina  not  a  very  rational  way  of  treating  uterine  ha»mor- 
Aig« ;  the  efficient  cause  ought  to  be  removed.  The  hemorrhage  is 
ciilM^r  of  a  passive  or  active  character  —  the  former  being  puerperal, 
icorlmic  or  connected  with  polypi  ;  the  other  resulting  from  intlam- 
Bitiou,  nlcorn  or  lungosities. 

Puerperal  hirmorrhage  appears  from  placenta  pra»via,  from  debility 
of  the  uterine  walls  and  coagulated  blood  in  the  cavity  after  delivery  ; 
from  the  placenta  remaining  in  the  uterus,  or  from  the  fiKtus  remain- 
ing tliere  during  abortus.  Removing  the  cause  constitutes  the  only 
proper  tn»atmL»ht;  any  excessive  flooding  may  be  with  certainty  con- 
trolM,  by  injections  of  ferrum  muriaticuni  oxydatum.  The  same 
tftatnient  will  subdue  other  passive  uterine  luvmorrhages ;  plugs 
wo«M,  if  polypi  should  be  present,  cause  metritis  and  even  pyaMuia. 

AVh*re  the  ha'monhage  is  caused  by  metritis,  it  always  adunts  ther- 
^»;T:..-al  treatment,  and  to  avert  any  perindum  in  mora,  cold  injec- 
:ioL*  an  I  the  muriate  of  mm  arc  preferable  to  plugging. 

I  I'T.-ations  and  fungosities  call  for  the  production  of  powerful  uter- 
a?  .'"titraotions.     Ergot  in  is  an  excellent  medicine  for  that  purpose. 

^asdniiis  may  also  be  treated  with  injections  lontnining  niuriated 
if'^'i.  thi^He  U'ing  less  painful  than  caiiterization,  and  more  cflitient 
tbiL  jtla;:;;:ing.  In  very  acute  cases  amylon  can  be  used  for  plugging, 
p?fri.^ling  the  injections. 


MATKKIA    MKDICA. 

14.  f^httfride  of  Zinc. — Dr.s.  Salmon  and  Maunoury,  surgeons  to 
llr  Ho'.-l-Dien,  at  < 'hart res,  di'duct  from  a  number  of  careful  experi- 
aev»  the  following  conclusions  in  reference  to  the  action  of  tlii.-)  agent 
Mi  i«\!ug  and  dead  tissues.  Chloride  of  zinc  produces  cauterization 
t«y  ftiowly  in  comparison  with  caustic  potassa  ;  it  does  not  dissolve 
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tissues,  but  renders  tliem  harder  and  more  coriaceous.  When  action 
at  a  greater  depth  is  desired,  it  is  necessary  to  remove  the  eschar 
ah'eady  produced,  by  caustic  potassa,  or  to  cut  off  the  same  by  the  bis- 
touiy,  or  to  await  its  spontaneous  removal,  which  i-ecpiires  from  six  to 
eight  days.  The  chloride  of  zinc  does  not  spread  %vhen  applied  to 
moist  or  fungous  tissues,  to  a  wound,  etc.,  nor  on  tissue,  the  successive 
layers  of  which  are  all  of  the  same  ready  penetrability.  But  if  under 
a  tissue  easily  destroyed,  an  aponeurotic  expansion,  muscular  tissue, 
etc.,  be  found,  the  caustic  scarcely  penetrates  these,  spreading  through 
the  tissue  on  which  it  has  been  applied,  until  it  doubles  or  triples  the 
size  of  the  required  eschar.  The  chloride  destroys  cellular  tissue  more 
readily  than  cutaneous,  the  latter  more  readily  than  fibrous  or  muscu- 
lar tissue,  etc.  It  attacks  morbid  tissues,  such  as  cancerous  growths, 
with  the  same  facility  that  it  penetrates  fungous  tissues.  If  the  morbid 
mass  be  enveloped  with  a  fibrous  covering,  the  zinc  caustic  can  isolate 
this  mass ;  but  this  does  not  imply  the  rapidity  of  its  penetration  in 
the  morbid  tissue  when  deprived  of  its  envelope.  It  coagulates  the 
blood  even  in  large  vessels,  but  does  not  prevent  hapmonhages  from 
following  its  employment,  even  when  the  arteries  are  only  of  medium 
size.  Eschars  formed  by  it  are  soluble  in  potassa,  and  of  this  prop- 
erty advantage  may  be  taken  for  the  puipose  of  hastening  cicalriza* 
tion. — Amer.  Med,  MoiUhly y  frmti  Qaz.  Medic,  de  Paris, 

llie  chloride  of  zinc  can  be  prepared  by  well  mixing  together,  in  a 
retort,  and  heating,  like  equivalents  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  chloride  of 
calcium.  After  all  the  water  has  been  driven  out,  the  chloride  of  zinc 
begins  to  distil  over,  and  will  be  pcifectly  white  except  by  presence  of 
iron,  w^hen  it  is  brown. — Annalen  der  Ckemie  u.  Pharm.y  vol.  112,  p. 
126  ;  Drufjgisty  April. 

Another  method  of  preparing  this  chloride  is  given  by  Dr.  G.  W. 
Rpencc  (Londo7i  Lancet).  Dissolve  fifty  grains  of  pi-epared  chalk  in 
two  drachms  (by  measure)  of  commercial  muiiatic  acid.  Dissolve, 
also,  one  hundied  and  fifty  grains  of  sulphate  of  zinc  in  two  fluid 
drachms  of  boiling  water.  When  it»quired  for  use,  mix  the  two  soln 
tions,  and  the  result  will  be  a  paste,  weighing  nearly  an  ounce,  and 
containing  about  one-sixth  of  pure  chloride  of  zinc. — North  Amer. 
Med.-Ckir.  Review. 

]5.  Valerianate  of  Strychnia  —  Is  pi*epared,  according  to  Dr.  R. 
Wysong  [Med.  Jour,  of  North  Carolina)  by  dissolving  three  grains  of 
the  sulphate  of  strychnia  in  one  ounce  of  valerianic  acid.  Having 
used  this  preparation  some  ten  months,  he  finds  it  more  particulaily 
adapted  to  cases  of  great  debility  with  nervous  excitability,  loss  of 
appetite,  indigestion,  constipation,  depression  of  spirits  and  other 
syni[>tonis  consequent  upon  the  want  of  tone  in  the  nervous  system. — 
Amer.  Med.  Monthly. 

IG.  Vcratrnm  Vlride  —  Was  fourl  greatly  beneficial  in  choi-ea  by 
Drs.  i*.  dc  L  I'v  leaker  and  Tonv,  <^1  Kuliuila,  Ala.  In  four  cases. 
(!e;iilf.l  )•«  'Ik;  Soutlnrn  M'd.  avd  Surfi.  Journ.,  tin*  ix^mcdv  afforde*! 
immediate  and  permanent  relief,  inducing  peaceful  and  profound  ^lcep, 
after  all  other  therapeutical  means  (tonics,  antispasmodics,  anodynes. 


ISGl.]  Editorial  Abstracts  and  Selections,  71 

cnpjiiiitr,  Tilistors,  clilorofomi,  etc.,)  bad  been  exhibited  in  vain.  The 
dii>»-  adniiniKtered  varied  from  three  to  six  drops  of  the  tincture,  ac- 
tx>rdiiji;  lo  age. — Ranking* s  Abstr.,  Jan. 

l'MTiil*in«?ii  with  chlorine,  the  veratrum  is  considered  by  Dr.  E.  D. 

Fonn-^r.  of  New  Orleans,  the  **  remedy  for  yellow  fever."    In  a  letter  to 

l>r.    Diirkell   (South.  Mid.  Journ.)  he  details  the  treatment  by  him 

ad<ipti-<i.  At  the  commencement  of  an  attack  :  Order  a  hot  mustard  foot- 

l-ath  :  «*viio«ate  the  bowels  with  a  mild  cathartic  (castor-oil,  citrate  of 

inai:n>*>i:i.  Seiillitz  powder).     If  necessary,  give  a  gentle  emetic  of  ipe- 

c»<',  or  >alt  and  mustard.     In  moderate  febrile  excitement  the  veratrum 

will  hanlly  be  called  for;  but  if  the  fever  be  high,  give  now  five  drops 

in  wui.T  everv  four  hours,  alternatelv  with  a  chlorine  mixture,  until  the 

pnlv.-i>  I  rough t  down  to  seventy.  In  moderate  fever,  the  chlorine  alone 

ttiay  b-?  ivlic<l  on,  given  more  frequently  one  or  two  tablespoonfuls  at  a 

lini-'.     ThoM?  doses  are  for  adults.     Children,   even  sucking  infants, 

l+ar   tht?  i'iilorine   well,  but  the   veratrum  should  be  very  cautiously 

ffix'-n  tn  them.     Quinia  may  prove  a  valuable  adjunct  to  these  reme- 

uie*.     Tlie  chlorine  mixture  referred  to  is  prepared  as  follows  :  Mix 

k5>hit-hb)iic  acid  and  distdlcd  water,  two  ounces  of  each,  and  add  two 

dnrliiiis  of  the  chlorate  of  potassa.     For  use,  prescribe  two  drachms 

I'f  \\i\^  mixtua*  in  one  pint  of  distilled  water.     Dose  as  before  stated. 

— J"*!rn.  Mat.  Med. 

Iii  r.n  .irtirlo  cojded  into  the  XaJs/tv.  Journ.  of  Med.  and  Surf/.,  from 
ih-^  M"{  Jhuru,  of  Xorth  Amer.,  a  physician  gives  his  experience  with 
tb^  \i-  .itiiim,  as  obMTved  in  his  own  child,  a  girl  of  two  years.  Bho 
«s«jt:u  k<'i  wiili  chills  and  high  fever,  for  which,  after  several  other 
t^oj-  ;ir>  had  liecn  tried,  Norwootl's  tincture  was  adniinisteriMl,  three, 
liv. .  ^jv.  M'ven  d^.ips  every  thrtn)  houi-s,  with  syrup  of  st^uilla.  The 
fc^'-r  l«*.Iine«l,  but  soon  nausea,  vomiting,  and  other  syuij)toms  of 
;4i;*,.',ij,j^»  »|i|H':ircil,  whirh  could  be  barely  controlleil  by  morphia  and 
♦>"!.  ■  i-i'  ^'iiig«M'.  The  fever  retuniiug  in  about  six  hours,  live  drops 
»•  :•  "I  thi»  fincturc  were  given,  but  the  same  symptoms  folb>wed,  so 
i!.-i  i:  wa*  dtvmed  ne^•e^sa^y  to  Miuiiilate  the  system  in  the  most  vig- 
''^  '  -  iii.iiuier  and  to  kei.'p  thv  patient   compleicly  under  the  elfccls  of 

Bi  '''\  ■j.li»'. 

l:i  t'^'.ird  to  ihe  pr»)priety  of  aflmini'^tcriii;!:  th«»  tincture  of  veratrum 

^i'  .'■  !«■»  'hil'lii'n  under  two  years,  l)r.  I'l.  F.  (Miveros,  oi  (ilnsgow, 

ri.i .  .i|.;ir.>vi'>  of  the  practice.     To   him   it    proved   the   most   certain 

f*'"    '\  iH-  lind  ever  tried  in  condoling  the  ex»ited  circulation,  but  he 

*•>      'it   ^hieild  Ik;  given  with  di-rretion  and  much  di>criminatiijg 

jr.  j"M':.r,**  :'.ir  "it  is  a  poworful   remedy,  nnd  should  be  u>ed  by  those 

'"i^  aI,.,  iir.-  tVilIy  informed  as   to  its  elleets."      Wheu'ner  ilu*  j)ulse 

'y  u'.  i:,:arit    raii^^es  from  liiO-lGO  beats   in  the   minute  and  does  not 

>-*ri  i.i  :r»- iMi'ijrv  uiion   th<?  administration  of  the  veratrum,  but  the 

!*:.:.!  J  ..\\-  pal',  with  tlald)y  nnisiles,  an<l  with  a  proru>e  per>pira- 

•'.  n  •'.■    ^:m'»  ft.   ;,i\.*   some  KtimulMiit,  :>\\C.\   as   brau'ly    or 

V'  .'..■•    .  in  .-iii."'  ■  .— ^.  ;it  intervals  of  fioui  ihn.i.  lo  t;\.'  j-iiii- 

'•A  .•:■  •^.-  1  ■  ..  i;=    vorstniir  i;'.'jy  \     .''•'<   >  i     I  .  '..m 
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17.  Veratria, — In  pills  containing  five  millegrammes  (off.  gr.  troy) 
with  the  same  quantity  of  opium,  for  a  dose,  every  four,  three  or  two 
hours,  was  given  hy  Dr.  Ghiglia  in  certain  cases  of  pneumonia,  bron- 
chitis  and  broncho-pneumonia,  with  sometimes  remarkable,  but  occa- 
sionally unfavorable  results.  The  tolerance  for  this  substance  varies 
much  ;  the  depression  following  its  use  is  in  direct  proportion  with  the 
tolerance.  The  action  of  the  medicine  is  in  proportion  to  the  duration 
of  the  afifection.  After  all,  veratna  appears  to  be  preferable  in  many 
respects  to  other  medicines  which  are  more  constant  in  their  action 
but  less  easy  to  take.  It  is  perhaps  prudent,  in  severe  inflammations, 
to  order  a  few  bleedings  previous  to  the  use  of  the  veratria. — Brit,  and 
For.  Mcd.-Ckir.  Rev.,  from  Bull- Gen.  der  Thtrap. 
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Publications    Received 


From  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Wood,  of  New  York :  Congenital  Malformation  of 
the  Rectum  and  Anus.     By  Wm.  Bodcnhamer. 

Messrs.  Liudsay  &  Blackiston,  of  Philadelphia,  have  re-published  a  neat  and 
convenient  little  manual,  called  the  Pocket  Anatomist,  by  M.  W.  Hills,  of  the 
Westminster  Hospital  School. 

An  Introductory  Lecture.  Delivered  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio:  ses- 
sion of  18G0-G1.     By.  Prof.  M.  B.  Wright,  M.D. 

The  New  York  Dental  Journal,    Edited  by  Frank  H.  Norton.     October,  1860. 

The  Opal  —  conducted  by  the  inmates  of  the  Utica,  New  York,  Insane  Asy- 
lum—  ceases  to  exist  with  the  number  for  November,  1860;  this  is  the  tenth 
year  of  publication. 

The  True  Physician.  An  Anniversary  Discourse,  delivered  Ijefore  the  New 
York  Academy  of  Medicine,  Nov.  7th,  18G0.  By  J  no.  Watson,  M.D.,  President 
of  the  Academy.  We  have  only  found  time  to  look  over  this  address  in  a  cur- 
sory manner,  but  find  it  filled  with  noble  thoughts,  clothed  in  the  chaste  style 
peculiar  to  its  author. 

Godeys  Ladys  Book.  This  magazine  for  the  ladies  continues  to  move  along 
in  the  even  tenor  of  its  way, —  making  hosts  of  friends  among  those  for  whom 
jt  is  more  especially  intended.  Its  engravings  are  very  fine,  its  designs  for  cot- 
toge  and  private  residences  are  unusually  good,  while  its  nick-nackeries  for  the 
ladies  are  inimitable.  What  commends  it,  however,  to  the  favor  of  medical  men 
and  their  families,  is  the  very  excellent  papers  on  health,  nursing,  diet,  chil- 
dren, air,  cxei*eise,  etc.,  etc,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Stainback  Wilson,  of  Georgia 
We  have  heretofore  noticed  this  feature  of  Godey,  and  repeat  it  with  commen- 
dation. Price,  S'5  per  year  to  single  subscribers,  with  favonible  terms  to 
clubs.     We  sond  the  Lancet  and  Observer  and  Godey  for  1861  for  iro. 

— Crt^soll,  Potter  &  Galpin,  of  t37  Park  Row,  New  York,  arc  publishing  beau- 
tiful illustratetl  editions  of  the  Holy  Bible,  History  of  Eng:land,  and  Natural 
History.  Tlioy  are  severally  issued  in  handsome  semi-monthly  parts,  at  15  eta 
eacli.  'I'lic  ]virt:s  of  the  publicntionatJuis  far  issued  have  been  laid  on  our  table, 
and  we  must  express  our  great  degree  of  pleasure  in  their  examination;  this  is 
all  we  have  space  to  say  at  present.     Address  Cassell,  Petter  &  Galpin,  us  above. 
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AKTICLB     X. 

Manmation  of  the  Uterus  and  its  Appendages  in  Puerperal  Women. 

BT   DB.  J.  K.  THOMPSON,   OF  LYNCHBUBO,  ILLINOIS. 

1$  reviewing  the  writings  of  various  authors  who  have,  from  the 
tnae  of  Hippocrates  to  the  present,  written  upon  what  is  termed  chiid- 
W  ferert,  one  thing  is  very  notable,  to  wit.  :  the  many  conflicting 
t^inioDd  and  hypotheses  upon  the  pathology  of  diseases  of  the  utcnis 
sa-l  ippendages  incident  to  lying-in  women, —  one  class  of  writers 
Rgirding  it  as  depending  upon  milk  metastasis  ;  a  second,  that  it  is  a 
iperific  /erer,  peculiar  to  lying-in  women  ;  a  third,  that  it  is  erysipe- 
Ittuv  in  it h  nature ;  a  fourth,  that  it  is  a  local  affection,  depending 
i^^  «ome  local  injury  done  to  the  uterine  system  during  the  act  of 
p*itnriti(»n ;  a  fifth,  that  it  is  s{>ccifically  a  biood  disease,  depending 
Dptm  tome  morhific  poison  in  the  circulating  mass  ;  and  a  sixth,  that 
it :» 1  phlegiiiasia-ondangial  inflammation,  both  localized  and  consti- 
tctioiiil,  while  in  one  case  the  fonner  is  primary,  and  in  another  the 
lAtier,  In  pivgnancy  the  blood  is  found  to  be  sizy,  especially  towards 
tifr  f!o-#i  of  gestation ;  the  gravid  uterus  being  of  necessity  full  of 
ti'^.i,  the  woman  is  often  found  to  have  a  labored  circulation,  becom- 
ing I'l-tLiiric  and  hyiH.*rinotic,  or  at  other  times  hydra?mical.  Or,  as 
Prrif.  Meig^  ha?4  it,  *•  Tlie  fon*e  of  her  hoomatosis  is  exaggerated  or 
nhta^ted.  a^  the  case  may  Ik?.  Tlie  direct  fault,  the  pathological 
&nj!.  ih  to  Iw;  trai'Ctl  to  a  state  of  the  endangium,  which  is  her  blood- 
Aauha^  ti^ne.  licr  blood-menU/rane,  and  which  has  the  same  relation  to 
tk  fimction  of  h»matosis  as  the  gastro-enteric  mucous  membrane  has 
io  tile  process  of  her  digestions."     Childbed  fever,  if  a  fever  at  all, 

IT.- 
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is  a  highly  inflammatory  one,  lacking  the  one  essential  element  of  tme 
idiopathic  fever  —  i,  e.,  diminution  and  destruction  of  the  fibrin,  with 
a  fluid  broken  down,  loose,  scanty  and  humid,  deliquescent  coagula, 
reddened  by  the  imbibition  of  pigment-holding  plasma ;  while  the 
reverse  condition  is  present  in  the  blood  of  puerperal  diseases, — i,  e,, 
increase  of  fibrin  and  plastic  material.  Whether  or  not  the  blood  is 
primarily  affected  by  some  poison  introduced  into  the  circulating  mass 
is  a  question  of  controversy.  Prof.  Meigs,  however,  regards  the  blood 
affection  as  secondary,  and  in  most  fatal  cases  the  disease  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  instances  of  endangitis,  in  which  the  endangiom  of 
the  uterine,  crural  and  even  the  vena  cavas  are  the  seats  of  a  destruc- 
tive inflammation,  which  is  dangerous  and  noxious  to  the  circulating 
mass,  to  be  driven  within  the  vessels  of  such  a  dangerously  diseased 
structure. 

What  is  commonly  called  childbed  fever  is  composed  of  a  group  of 
diverse  inflammations  within  the  abdominal  visceras  of  pregnant  or 
recently  delivered  females.  It  may  be  metritis,  with  or  without 
putrescentia  uteri  ;  metro-phlebitis,  with  or  without  putrescentia  uteri, 
or  uncomplicated  phlebitis  ;  peritonitis  with  ovaritis,  or  simple  peri- 
tonitis, expanding  its  area  or  areas  so  as  to  comprise  within  them  many 
or  all  the  abdominal  viscera,  which  becomes  superficially  or  more  deep- 
ly inflamed  ;  or  we  may  have  all  the  above  affections  combined  in  one 
individual  case :  thus,  we  may  have  metro-peritonitis  with  phlebitic 
inflammation  or  ovaritis.  But  whether  we  may  have  peritonitis  with- 
out more  or  less  metritic  inflammation  is  a  question  of  doubt  with  me ; 
for  it  would  seem  that  the  uterus  or  its  appendages  are  generally  the 
first  to  suffer,  the  morbid  action  spreading  by  contiguity  or  continuity 
to  the  general  surface  of  the  peritoneum  ;  consequently  it  usually  co- 
exists with  inflammatory  affections  of  one  or  more  of  the  textures  or 
organs  belonging  to  the  uterine  system. 

Childbed  fevers  prevail  both  epidemically  and  sporadically.  Epi- 
demic disorders  of  the  visceras  within  the  abdomen  of  puerperal  women 
are  supposed  to  depend  more  or  less  upon  a  vitiated  state  of  the  blood, 
or  a  preexisting  pathological  nidus  of  a  destnictive  nature,  which  gives 
to  the  disease  its  fearful  and  speedy  fatality. 

An  epidemic  of  childbed  fever  passed  under  my  observation  in  cen- 
tral Arkansas,  in  the  counties  of  Johnson  and  Franklin,*  commencing 
in  September,  1858,  and  continuing  more  or  less  until  March,  1859, 
which  was  preceded  and  followed  by  more  or  less  sporadic 
marked  by  a  degree  of  malignancy  unprecedented  in  that  cons 
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lUuy  cases  died  in  two  or  three  days.  None  so  speedily  fatal,  how- 
9nT,  came  under  my  own  immediate  observation.  In  one  neighbor- 
lMM)d  nine  women  died  in  the  space  of  four  weeks,  only  six  recovering. 
However,  many  cases  of  great  interest  fell  to  my  share,  the  history  of 
i  few  of  which  I  shall  give,  with  some  practical  obsei-vations  upon 
their  pecoliarities,  treatment,  etc. 

Cms  L —  Puerperal  peritonitis  after  premature  delivery  brought  about  by  a 
largv  doee  of  calomeL 

lira.  8.,  let.  twenty-five,  lymphatic  temperament,  mother  of  three 
children,  had  a  premature  delivery  at  seven  months,  supposed  to  have 
been  brought  on  by  a  dose  of  calomel  (twenty  grains),  given  her  for 
fiq>pofied  torpidity  of  the  liver,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1858.  On  the 
Boraing  of  the  21st,  had  a  light  chill,  followed  by  severe  pain  in  the 
abdomen,  which  soon  became  enormously  swollen  and  tender  on  pree- 
•ve.  Pulse  130,  and  liard ;  respiration  hurried  and  painful ;  skin  hot 
and  dry  ;  face  flushed,  and  headache  ;  tongue  milky,  flat,  with  edges  a 
little  red ;  locbial  discharge  suppressed  ;  bowels  constipated  ;  great 
Ikint ;  decubitus  dorsal ;  very  restless,  and  can  not  sleep ;  cervix 
Heri  and  vaginal  canal  hot  and  painful  to  the  touch.  ( She  supposes 
Ae  loat  some  thirty  or  forty  ounces  of  blood  in  the  miscarriage.) 
Tliiiteen  hours  after  attack,  took  twentv-six  ounces  of  blood  from  a 
iMTge  orifice,  followed  by  three  grains  of  opium,  hot  fomentations  to 
abdomen,  with  equal  parts  of  warm  milk  and  water  thrown  into  the 
vagina.  .  .  Evening  of  the  22nd  —  Pulse  100,  soft ;  skin  moist,  and 
Boi  to  much  thirst ;  abdomen  not  so  swollen,  nor  painful ;  slept  well 
lait  night ;  Kome  lorliial  discharge  of  a  dark  character.  To  have  a 
doae  of  castor-oil,  and  when  two  stools  are  produced,  to  be  followed 
by  two  grains  of  opium.  To  have  two  giains  of  opium  at  bedtime, 
aad  one  ounce  of  infusion  of  bark  three  times  a  day  for  five  days. 
(>piinn  to  be  stopped  in  tliitK;  days.  .  .  8he  rapidly  recovered. 

Thin  case  is  interesting  from  the  fact  that  it  is  not  perhaps  a  common 
thing  for  wunien  to  have  childbed  fever  after  an  abortion  or  premature 
^U\tTy.  Whetlier  or  not  this  premature  confinement  was  produced 
Ij  the  draAtic  effects  of  the  calomel  is  perhaps  difTicult  to  say,  as  she 
kai  aborted  twice  Ijcfore  —  once  at  four  months,  and  once  at  seven 
iMDths.  However,  in  this  case  the  drug  produced  violent  purging, 
tke  expalhion  of  the  child  following  immediately.  The  child  only 
livad  ttoue  ten  hours,  and  dicii  asphyxiated.  One  important  lesson 
[         «t  Bay  learn,  to  wit.,  Uiat  physicians  should  be  very  guarded  about 

drastic  purgatives  to  pregpiant  women, —  especially  to 
fiidiaposed  to  abortions  or  premature  deliveries.     We 
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should  not  only  be  cautious  in  giving  drastic  drugs  before  deliveiy, 
but  also  afterwards,  as  the  irritation  produced  in  the  intestinal  canal 
niay,  by  continuity,  affect  the  uterine  system,  and  thus  bring  on  a  fatal 
puerperal  inflammation. 

Case  II. —  Puerperal  peritonitis  in  a  woman  who  had  had  intermittent  feTer| 
quartan  type,  for  six  months  previous  to  deliyery. 

Mrs.  M.,  fiet.  nineteen,  primipara,  was  safely  delivered  on  the  24tli 
of  September,  1859.  Twenty-four  hours  before  delivery,  Mrs.  M.  had 
an  ague  ;  and  on  the  26th,  forty-eight  hours  after  delivery,  she  had 
another  light  ague,  followed  by  nothing  unusual.  On  the  29th,  she 
had  a  very  severe  chill.  Saw  her  twelve  hours  after  the  occurrence  of 
the  chill ;  found  her  with  high  febrile  excitement,  very  restless  ;  pulse 
138,  and  hard  ;  face  flushed,  and  respiration  hurried  ;  tongue  a  little 
milky  and  flat;  very  thirsty,  and  complains  of  being  very  "hot  in- 
side" ;  abdomen  considerably  swollen  and  tympanitic,  and  tender  on 
touch  —  can  not  take  a  deep  inspiration  without  causing  pain  in  abdo- 
men ;  lochial  discharge  checked  partially ;  bowels  constipated ;  no 
milk  in  breasts.  Twelve  hours  after  last  chill,  took  eighteen  ounces 
of  blood ;  was  compelled  to  desist  from  fainting ;  closed  the  orifloe, 
and  let  her  rest  for  some  ten  minutes,  and  ojpened  it  again,  and  took 
ten  ounces  more  ;  followed  by  ten  grains  of  calomel  and  two  grains  of 
opium,  to  be  followed  in  eight  hours  by  castor-oil ;  hot  fomentations 
to  abdomen,  with  warm  water  and  milk  thrown  into  the  vagina.  .  .  • 
80th  —  Pulse  108,  and  softer ;  respiration  normal ;  skin  moist ;  had 
four  stools,  of  a  dark  greenish  character,  from  oil ;  abdomen  soft  and 
not  so  painful ;  slight  discharges  from  vagina  of  a  dark,  stinking 
natur^ ;  slept  well  last  night.  Fomentations  to  abdomen  continued, 
with  two  grains  of  opium  at  bedtime.  .  .  31st — Pulse  76  ;  she  rests 
quite  comfortably,  and  has  some  appetite.  To  have  two  grains  of 
sulph.  quinia  twice  a  day  for  four  days.  .  .  She  recovered  rapidly. 

Case  III. —  Puerperal  peritonitis  in  a  woman  who  had  had  intermittent  fever, 
quartan  type,  for  six  weeks  previous  to  confinement. 

Mrs.  S.,  aet.  thirty -three,  mother  of  seven  children,  was  delivered 
by  a  "midwife"  on  the  5th  of  February,  1859.  Mrs.  S.  had  an  ague 
ten  hours  before  confinement,  the  fever  of  which  did  not  last  so  long 
as  those  previous.  On  the  next  regular  day  for  the  return  of  the  ague 
(seventy-two  hours),  the  chill  recurred,  followed  by  high  fever,  pain 
in  the  head,  back  and  abdomen,  the  latter  of  which  began  to  appear 
tumid.  The  fever  lasted  some  twenty-four  hours,  before  an  intermis- 
sion took  place.  All  this  time  the  **  old  midwife  "  was  in  attendance, 
employing  her  utmost  skill.     On  the  next  chill  day,  the  ague  returned 
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irith  redoubled  force,  followed  by  high  febrile  excitement.  The  pain 
in  tlie  abdomen  now  became  very  severe,  and  it  w^s  soon  enormously 
distended.  At  this  period  I  was  sent  for  ;  but,  owing  to  pressing  pro- 
iiessional  engagements,  did  not  see  her  till  forty  hours  after  last  chill. 
I  found  her  exceedingly  restless  ;  had  not  slept  for  three  nights  ;  pulse 
160,  small  and  hard ;  respiration  fifty,  and  sighing  ;  tongue  covered 
with  «  white  fur  in  the  centre,  with  edges  a  little  red  and  fiat ;  abdo- 
men enormously  distended  and  t3rmpanitic,  so  extremely  painful  that 
the  coold  not  bear  the  weight  of  the  bed-clothing  upon  her  ;  some  diar- 
i1mb«,  with  regurgitating  foetid  gas  from  her  stomach  ;  very  thirsty  ; 
face  rather  livid,  skin  hot  and  dry ;  scanty  discharge  from  vagina  of 
a  fcBtid  character ;  vaginal  canal  hot  and  painful  on  touch  ;  intellect 
ckar,  and  seems  very  anxious  about  her  condition,  but  pays  no  atten- 
tion to  her  child.  Patient  seeming  to  be  pretty  strong,  I  concluded 
that  she  perhaps  would  have  her  chances  of  recovery  increased  by  vene- 
•ection  ;  so  I  accordingly  raised  her  head  on  some  pillows,  and  took 
twmtT-three  ounces  from  a  large  orifice  —  being  compelled  to  desist 
from  ber  fainting.  She  then  had  three  grains  of  opium,  with  sina- 
piama  to  the  abdomen  ;  warm  water* and  milk  thrown  into  the  vagina. 
Twelve  hours  after  venesection,  patient  more  quiet,  but  pulse  irregular 
and  weaker  ;  respiration  about  seventy  ;  complains  of  abdomen  very 
mm-h.  Cunsi«lering  hers  a  hopeless  case,  I  went  home  with  the  firm 
C'/Dviclion  that  the  good  lady  was  near  her  end.  .  .  She  died  on  the 
ninth  day  from  her  delivery. 

Cx«  IV. —  Metro-pblebitis  with  crural  phlebitis  in  a  woman  who  had  had 
imtrrmittent  feTer,  tertian  type,  for  ten  days  preyious  to  delivery,  which 
cftJed  in  recorery. 

Mr*.  W.,  «t.  eighteen,  primipara,  had  a  natural  (foot)  presentation 
and  ^mfe  delivery,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1859.  Mrs.  W.  had  had 
for  u-n  days  previous  five  ague  fits,  of  a  light  nature  ;  so  much  so  that 
diPT  were  not  noticed  much  by  herself  or  friends.  At  the  hour  of  de- 
livery (noon)  twenty-four  hours  had  passed  since  the  last  chill.  Be- 
fore I  had  left  my  patient  (three  hours  after  delivery)  another  ague 
came  on,  which  lasted  about  one  hour,  when  the  hot  stage  appeared. 
Her  pal^e  was  100  ;  slightly  delirious  ;  bowels  constipated  ;  tongue 
lotdtr*!  with  a  heavy  coat.  I  attributed  the  excitement,  chill,  etc., 
panlv  to  tlie  fatigue  of  labor  and  after-pains,  which  were  quite  severe. 
I  onitr^l  ten  grains  of  calomel  with  ten  grains  of  Dover's  p()w<ler8,  to 
I*  l'4/ilowed  in  six  hours  by  castor-oil.  Beven  hours  after  chill  — 
Pnl*e  130,  and  hard  ;  respiration  twenty-four,  and  sighing  ;  complains 
aC  contiannl  pain  in  womb  ;  lochial  discharge  normal.     Eight  hours 
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after  ague,  took  twenty  ounces  of  blood,  being  compelled  to  desist  from 
ber  fainting, —  but  in  four  bours  more  took  ten  ounces  of  blood  from 
same  orifice  ;  bowels  baving  acted  twice,  ordered  two  grains  of  opinm  ; 
sinapisms  to  abdomen,  and  warm  vaginal  injections.  .  .  21st,  2  a.  m. 
—  Has  slept  four  hours ;  skin  moist ;  pulse  85,  and  soft ;  says  she 
feels  well ;  no  soreness  of  account  in  region  of  womb.     To  have  fifteen 
grains  of  quinine,  with  three  grains  of  opium,  by  11  a.  h.  to-day,  m 
her  ague  time  was  at  5  p.  m.     I  was  to  have  returned  at  4  p.  m.,  but, 
owing  to  the  health  of  my  own  family,  failed  ;  but  learned  that  she 
had  no  chill,  and  but  a  light  fever,  which  only  lasted  about  an  hour. 
Other  ways,  patient  feels  quite  well ;  has  ate  some.     At  midnight  had 
a  "shake,''  followed  by  high  fever,  pain  in  head,  back,  and  in  the 
region  of  the  uterus,  with  slight  delirium.  .  .  At  10  o'clock  a.  m., 
22d,  sent  for,  but  could  not  go  ;  requested  them  to  send  for  a  physi- 
cian, but  they  chose  to  send  for  an  **  old  granny,"  an  aunt  of  Mrs. 
W.,  who  gave  her  twenty  grains  of  calomel  uncombined,  followed  by 
oil ;  she  gave  her  charcoal  internally,  and  applied  it  to  her  abdomen, 
etc.  .  .  On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  saw  her  again  ;  pulse  140,  small ; 
tongue  black  as  **  charcoal," — so 'also  were  the  discharges  from  her 
bowels,  which  were  very  frequent ;  abdomen  flat,  but  painful  on  pres- 
sure ;  respiration  thirty  ;  skin  moderately  warm,  but  dry  ;  very  thirs- 
ty ;    gets  frantic  occasionally  ;    slight  lochial   discharge ;    decubitus 
dorsal.     Ordered  one  grain  of  plumb,  acetas,  four  grains  of  Doveri, 
every  two  hours ;  with  spirits  nit.  dulc,  one  drachm,  and  ten  drops 
of  wine  of  ipecac,  every  three  hours  ;  sinapisms  to  abdomen  ;  vaginal 
injections  continued.    12  o'clock  (24th) — Pulse  130,  and  fuller  ;  skin 
cool  and  moist ;  some  thirst ;  bowels  checked  ;  other  symptoms  same. 
To  have  three  grains  of  opium  twice  a  day,  with  ten  drops  of  spirits 
turpentine  every  tliree  hours  ;  slipper}'  elm  poultices  to  abdomen.  .  . 
25th,  6  p.  M. —  Pulse  115  ;  skin  moist ;  two  stools  since  yesterday ; 
slept  some  last  night ;  other  symptoms  same.    Treatment  continued.   6 
p.  M. —  Pulse  120  ;  skin  hot ;  complains  of  pain  in  right  heel,  and  on 
tracing  veins  found  crural  phlebitis  present.     Applied  blister  to  whole 
track  of  vein,  to  be  dressed  with  elm  poultice  and  leg  elevated  ;  other 
treatment  same.  .  .  26th,  6  a.  m. —  Leg  veiy  painful  ;  has  not  slept 
much  ;  blister  drawn  well ;   pulse  100.  .  .  27th  —  Pulse  110,  soft ; 
leg  better  ;  slept  last  night,  with  opium  ;  complains  of  left  leg.    Same 
treatment  continued  with  it  as  with  the  right ;  opinm  continued,  witk 
wine  and  chicken  tea.  .  .  28tli  —  Both  legs  painful ;  some  appetite  ; 
pulse  100.    Treatment  same.  .  .  29th  —  Pulse  same;  soma  eppetil^i 
rests  well  at  night     To  have  an  ounce  of  port  wine  time 
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with  infusion  of  bai^  and  valerian  four  times  a  day.  .  .  Con  vales- 
slow  ;  but  nnder  tonic  treatment,  nonrishing  diet,  and  opium  at 
,  for  three  weeks,  she  was  able  to  walk  in  five  weeks.  A  per- 
fect lecorery  followed. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Cases  II.,  III.  and  IV.  were  complicated 
irith  intermittent  fever.     It  occurs  to  my  mind  that  this  is  a  compli- 
cation not  spoken  of  by  authors, —  at  least,  I  have  not  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  have  read  any  account  of  it.     Case  III.  is  the  fourth  case  I 
liave  known  to  die  when  it  was  complicated  or  preceded  by  ague ; 
in  fact,  I  have  not  known  but  two  cases  to  recover.     (See  Cases  II. 
and  IV.)     Mrs.  M.  (Case  II.)  had  a  remarkably  easy  and  safe  deliv- 
err,  not  being  in  labor  more  than  five  hours,  considering  her  debili- 
tated condition — ^t.  e.,  loss  of  appetite,  giddiness,  enlarged  spleen,  and 
eoQstipation,  brought   on  by  the    long  standing   ague.      Case  III. 
also  Biifrered  from  enlarged  spleen,  and  general  debility,  loss  of  appe- 
dfee,  etc.     Case  IV.  had  had  ague  for  some  eighteen  months,  break- 
ing it  up  occasionally  by  quinine,  but  not,  during  that  time,  being 
longer  than  fourteen  days  at  one  time  exempt.      When  the  ague  first 
attacked  her,  she  was  two  months  gone  in  pregnancy,  but  aborted 
during  a  severe  fit  of  ague.     She  continually  complained  of  a  pain  in 
brr  Ml   side  during  the  whole  period  of  her  pregnancy  up  to  the 
time  of  her  delivery,  accompanied  by  all  the  disastrous  effects  of  long 
standing  ague  in  warm  climates.     Whether  or  not,  in  these  three 
caaea,  the  ague  constituted  a  special  pathological  nidus,  and  hence, 
giving  rise,  when  the  uterine  syKtcm  was  thrown  into  a  reverse  action 
to  that  of  its  gravid  state,  to  that  inflammatory  action  which  proved 
fatal  in  one.  and  well  nigh  so  to  the  other  two  cases,  is  perhaps  a  dif- 
firnlt  question — a  problem,  at  least,  which  I  am  not  able  to  solve. 
SiMne   physicians    in    that   vicinity   supposed    childbed   fever    thus 
romplicated,   or  prece<led,    to  depend  upon  malaria  for  its   origin  ; 
concluding  from  tlie  fact  that  persons  frequently  have  pneumonia — 
aa  inflaniniatory  disease — after  having  a  long  standing  ague,  or  even 
complicated  with  it,  which  they  attribute  ta  the  effects  of  malaria  ;  or, 
ia  other  words,  that  if  malaria  gives  rise  to  pneumonia,  it  may  also 
fire  Twe  to  inflammatory  affections  of  the  uterus  and  appendages  in 
paerperml  women.     But,  according  to  our  views.  Dr.  R.  La  Roche,  of 
Fluladelphia,  in  his  work  on  pneumonia  and  malaria,  has  forever  put 
Aia  dogma  at  rest.      In  the  Western,  Southwestern  and  Southern 
of  tlus  Bepublic,  every  physician  of  any  experience  knows  full 
fkit  it  it  a  common  thing  to  find  pneumonia,  dysenteria,  etc., 
^wati  pBpcwfcd  by  ague  or  some  form  of  perioilical  fevers. 
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I  do  not  say,  however,  that  it  is  a  common  thing  to  find  childbed 
fevers  thus  complicated,  thqugh  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  this  state 
of  things  has,  and  may  still  exist.  One  thing  I  am  sure  of :  I  have 
not  known  a  puerperal  woman  thus  affected  to  get  through  parturition 
and  its  necessary  consequences  without  some  accident  of  a  more  or 
less  serious  nature. 

Case  V. — ^Puerperal  peritonitis  in  a  negress  who  carried  a  dea<^  foetus  one 
month  over  full  time,  that  had  been  dead  two  months. 

Kate,  negress  belonging  to  Mr.  W.,  aet.  eighteen,  primipara,  was 
delivered  without  aid,  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  1859,  of  a  dead  foetus, 
which  had  been  carried  two  months,  and  one  month  over  full  time. 
On  the  23d  she  had  a  severe  chill,  followed  by  frequent  pulse,  pain  in 
head,  abdomen,  etc.  Called  twenty  hours  after  attack.  Found  her 
very  restless,  and  complaining  of  excruciating  pains  in  the  abdomen ; 
pulse  140,  and  hard ;  respiration  hurried  ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  tongoe 
milky  ;  no  discharges  from  vagina ;  no  milk  in  breasts ;  abdomen 
tympanitic  and  painful  on  pressure  ;  delirious  at  times.  Bled  twenty- 
six  ounces  ;  gave  calomel  and  opium,  sinapisms  to  abdomen,  warm 
vaginal  injections.  .  .  Morning  of  24th — Slept  a  little  last  night; 
skin  moister  and  pulse  110  ;  had  three  actions  from  bowels ;  abdomen 
softer  and  not  so  painful  on  touch ;  no  vaginal  discharge  yet.  Tohav6 
one  grain  of  opium  every  three  hours  ;  fomentations  to  abdomen,  etc.  .  . 
25th — ^Pulse  85,  soft  and  full ;  respiration  normal,  and  rests  well ; 
abdomen  soft  and  but  little  pain  on  hard  pressure  ;  copious  dark  foetid 
vaginal  discharges  ;  skin  moist  and  no  thirst.  To  have  two  grains 
of  opium  at  bedtime  for  two  nights,  and  one  ounce  of  infusion  of 
bark  three  times  a  day  for  six  days.  .  .  Up  in  twelve  days. 

This  is  a  case  of  puerperal  peritonitis  probably  brought  on  by  a 
decomposing  foetus  remaining  in  the  uterus  for  two  months.  The 
utenis  became  paralyzed — ^unable  to  throw  off  the  foreign  body  until 
stimulated  to  action  by  a  dose  of  cathartic  pills,  given  by  the  master 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  a  headache,  of  which  she  complained,  not 
knowing,  however,  that  she  was  in  the  precarious  condition  above 
described,  the  full  particulars  of  which  were  not  known  till  elicited  by 
myself.  It  is  altogether  likely  that  the  proper  tissue  of  the  uterus 
was,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  influenced,  but  was  cut  short  by  the 
venesection  so  early  had  recourse  to. 

Case  VI. — Metro-peritonitis  in  a  woman  who  was  attacked  five  days  previ- 
ous to  confinement,  which  ended  in  death. 

Mrs.  L.,  «et.  twenty-two,  of  delicate  constitution,  and  mother  of 
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tkree  duldren,  was  deliTered  safely  by  a  midwife  on  the  4tli  of  Feb- 
luiy,  1859.     Five  days  previous  to  this,  Mrs.  L.  had  a  chill,  fol- 
lowed by  considerable  fever,  frequent  pulse,  pain  in  the  head,  back, 
ode  and  abdomen,  furred  tongue,  thirst  and  diarrhoea.     Her  pulse 
lanained  about  120  up  to  delivery,  according  to  the  evidence  of  her 
mother,  a  very  sensible  lady,  and  the  best  ''woman  doctor"  I  ever 
Mw.     In  a  few  hours  after  Mrs.  L.  was  delivered,  she  began  to  com- 
plain of  severe  and  continued  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen, 
which  waa  greatly  aggravated  on  pressure,  accompanied  with  frequent 
tad  small   pulse,  hot  and   dry  skin,  thirst  and  restlessness.     She 
lemained  under  the  care  of  the  midwife  up  to  the  ninth  day  from 
delivery,  when  I  was  sent  for,  and  found  her  very  restless  ;  had  not 
depC  for  five  days  ;  pulse  140,  weak  and  thready  ;  skin  cool,  but  cov- 
ered with  a  clammy  perspiration — ^large  drops  standing  upon  the  face 
and  forehead ;  abdomen  flat,  (which  in  the  early  part  of  the  disease 
hid  been  distended,)  and  remarkably  tender  on  pressure ;  diarrhoea  of 
a  pea-aoupy  character ;  tongue  and  lips  flery  red  ;  eyes  very  bright ; 
intellect  in  no  way  disturbed  ;  very  thirsty,  and  complains  of  *'  bum- 
iag  op  inside ;"  very  foetid  vaginal  discharges ;  extremities  rather 
eooler  than  rest  of  body.     The  midwife  and  Mrs.  L.'s  mother  had 
given  her  blue  pills  for  a  i^eek,  combined  with  Dover's  powders 
and  camphor,   assafoetida,  wine,   spirits   of  nitre,  charcoal,  besides 
having  blistered  the  whole  abdomen.     Begarding  the  case  as  a  hope- 
lt$9  one,  I  put  her  upon  opium  and  wine,  to  satisfy  her  friends.     She 
died  in  twenty -four  hours. 

Cm  TIL — ^Metro-phlebitis  in  a  woman  who  was  attacked  four  weeks  after 
driiT^ry,  which  ended  in  death. 

Mrs.  W.,  let.  twenty-eight,  and  mother  of  oue'child,  was  delivered 
of  her  second  on  the  1st  of  August,  1860,  in  Jefferson  county,  Illinois. 
In  about  one  week  Mrs.  W.  was  up  and  visited  her  mother,  and  seem- 
ingly got  along  pretty  well  till  about  the  last  of  the  same  month, 
when  she  was  attacked  with  "  chills  and  slow  fever,"  which  in  a  few 
days  prostrated  her.  At  this  period,  convulsions  of  a  puerperal 
natore  came  on  every  night,  lasting  about  twelve  or  fifteen  hours  out 
©f  twenty-four,  which  lasted  up  to  the  time  we  saw  her.  Her  whole 
system  was  greatly  agitated,  as  well  as  the  nervous  centres,  not  sleep- 
ing any  dnring  the  time,  or  but  little  ;  very  rapid  and  wiry  pidse  ; 
hnrried  respiration,  with  bronchial  irritation ;  dry,  hot  skin  ;  milky 
tongne  ;  bowels  constipated— only  acting  when  acted  upon  by  medi- 
cine ;  abdomen  some  swollen,  with  continued,  deep-seated  pain  over 
tiw  whole  abdomen,  but  especially  in  the  uterine  region,  which  was 
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aggravated  on  pressTue ;  one  pupil  dilated,  l^e  other  Contracted  ;  delir* 
ions  at  times ;  tinnitus  aurium  and  snbsnltus  tendinnm ;  decafbitai 
dorsal,  with  knees  drawn  up.  During  this  time,  two  physicians 
were  in  attendance ;  the  first  terming  the  disea^  **  neuralgic  feyer,'' 
and  the  second  **  typhoid  fever,"  who  also  gave  her  out  to  die. 

September  13,  1860. — Dr.  S.  Turner  Brown,  my  partner^  was 
call  edto  see  her,  and  found  her  as  follows,  to-wit. :  Pulse  130,  small 
and  corded  ;  skin  dry,  but  little  warmer  than  natural ;  tongue  milky^ 
with  a  thick  coating  on  back  part,  fiat  and  tremulous ;  considerably 
agitated  and  restless — ^has  not  slept  for  several  nights  ;  subsultns  ten- 
dinum  and  tinnitus  aurium ;  right  pupil  dilated,  left  normal ;  counten- 
ance hippocratic — nose  pinched,  and  red  spots  on  each  cheek  ;  .pain  ki 
head  and  over  whole  abdomen,  particularly  in  uterine  region,  which 
is  aggravated  on  pressure ;  right  h3rpochondria  tender  on  pressure ; 
abdomen  flat,  which  two  days  previous  was  tympanitic,  but  was 
relieved  by  oil ;  when  cool  air  strikes  her,  feels  chilly,  and  begs  that 
the  door  be  shut ;  and  on  compressing  the  solcus  and  gastrocnemius 
muscles  firmly  against  l&e  tibia,  and  tracing  the  crural  vein  below 
Ponpart's  ligament,  above  the  pubic,  along  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
ihe  median  vein  of  the  arm,  the  most  acute  pain  was  experienced. 
The  integuments  over  the  veins  were  not  swollen.  Her  respiration 
was  hurried,  with  considerable  bronchial  irritation ;  is  continually 
belching,  and  complains  of  fullness  in  her  stomach  ;  very  thirsty  and 
no  appetite  ;  bowels  constipated,  urine  plentiful  and  highly  colored. 
She  had  ten  grains  calomel  with  two  grains  opium,  divided  into  six 
portions— one  given  every  four  hours — followed  by  oil.  Also  to  have 
ten  drops  spirits  turpentine  with  three  tcaspoonfuls  of  port  wine  every 
three  hours,  with  Norwood's  tincture  of  veratrum  viride,  five  drops 
every  five  hours,  till  her  pulse  was  lowered  ;  sinapisms  to  abdomen, 
wrists  and  ankles ;  to  have  plenty  of  chicken  tea.  .  .  14th,  two 
o'clock  p.  M. — Patient  calmer  ;  respiration  about  normal ;  pulse  80, 
and  fuller ;  skin  moists— copious  perspiration  all  night ;  has  slept 
some ;  had  two  alvine  discharges,  dark  and  thick ;  other  symptoms 
about  the  same.  Veratrum  viride,  turpentine,  wine,  etc.,  continued. 
15th,  noon — ^Patient  about  the  same  as  on  the  14th.  In  addition  to 
same  treatment,  to  have  half -grain  of  quinine  with  four  grains  of 
Doveri,  every  four  hours,  till  six  doses  are  taken.  .  .  16th,  noon — 
Patient  passed  a  very  restless  night ;  pulse  frequent  and  wiry  ;  respi- 
ration more  frequent,  with  bronchial  irritation ;  she  appears  to  be 
very  weak ;  skin  hot ;  other  symptoms  about  the  same  as  on  15th. 
To  have  two  grains  calomel  and  four  grains  pulverized  rhei,  divided 
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iito  «ix  portions,  one  every  four  hours  ;  other  treatment  same ;  qui- 
line  stopped.  .  .  17th,  noon — ^Patient   same ;  had  two  stools  since 
IWi.    To  hmve  two  grains  opium  at  bedtime  ;  other  treatment  contin- 
vd.  .  .  18th,  noon — ^Patient  rested  only  tolerably  last  night ;  general 
ijiDptoms  same  as  on  17th.     Treatment  varied  ^  to  have  opium  and 
gsm  camphor,  one  and  a  half  grains  each  every  four  hours,  with  mur. 
tiactnre  ferri,  ten  drops  every  five  hours  ;  whole  abdomen  to  be  blis- 
lered;  spirits  turpentine,  wine,  chicken  tea,  with  milk  and   bread 
tsisl.  .  .  19th,  ten  o'clock  a.  m. — ^Patient  seems  perter  l^an  for  sev- 
«ril  days  previous   and  talks  considerably  ;  some  hopes  of  her  recov- 
ery.    Pnlfte  118,  soft  but  small;  skin  moist;  slept  well  last  night; 
Utftm'  drawn  well,  complains  of  it  considerably  ;  mouth  moist,  tongue 
Beariy  clean,  and  no  thirst ;  bowels  not  moved  for  twenty-four  hours  ; 
dianges  her  position  occasionally,  from  back  to  sides,  and  vice  versa ; 
Ripirmtion   about   normal.     Treatment  continued.  .  .  20th,   noon — 
P«L)e  120,  small  and  wiry  ;  respiration  70,  with  considerable  bron- 
Aial  irritation  ;  skin  hot  and  dry ;  flush  on  each  cheek  ;  some  thirst, 
and  pretty  good  appetite  considering  all  things  ;  passed  a  very  restless 
sight ;   snbsultus  tendinum  returned  as  bad  as  ever  ;  some  pain  in 
kad ;   bowels   regular ;   still   deaf.      Treatment  continued.  .  .  22d, 
drren  o'clock  a.  m. — Patient  rested  well  since  20th,  and  also  to-day ; 
red  tipots  on  each  cheek,  which  reappear  at  midnight  and  at  noon  for 
vreral  days  past,  but  do  not  last  more  than  two  or  three  hours  at  a 
time ;  pulse  70  and  soft  ;  respiration  about  normal,  with  some  bron- 
chial irritation  ;  no  subsultus  tendinum  to-day  ;  deafness  no  better ; 
•kin  moiMt ;  no  appetite ;  had  three  or  four  stools  the  last  forty -eight 
kooTk,  rather  thin.     Blister  to  he  reapplied  to  abdomen  ;    warm  water 
iftd  milk  vaginal  injections,  three  times  a  day  ;  other  treatment  con- 
tiaofd.  .  .  24th — Patient   about  the  same.  .  .  26th,  noon— Patient 
ka*  QfiC  hlept  for  two  nights ;  very  restless  and  mind  dull ;  is  delirious 
at  tim«^  ;  no  ap^ietite ;  eyes  injected  ;  pulse  140,  very  wiry  ;  tongue  red 
at  etigv'8  ;  very  thirsty  ;  respiration  hurried  and  sighing  ;  diarrhoea ; 
whole  frame  seems  agitated  ;  countenance  very  anxious  ;  in  fact,  the 
^neral  appearance  of  the  patient  very  unfavorable,  .  .  She  died  on  the 
2hd  of  f  Krtober. 

The  last  two  canes  present  two  features  of  interest,  to  wit.:  one  be- 
iag  attacked  before  delivery,  and  the  other  four  weeks  after  delivery. 
h  thr*3*e  two  cases  we  have  two  extremes,  which  are  no  doubt  of  rare 
oocorrencc.  I  did  not  see  Mrs.  8.  (case  vi.)  at  or  before  delivery, 
ecmteqiiently  have  to  rely  upon  the  statements  of  her  mother,  who,  I 
not  the  least  doubt,  gave  me  a  correct  history  of  her  daughter's 
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case,  previous  to  the  time  I  saw  it.  No  general  mle  can  be  adopted 
without  exceptions  to  it  occurring  occasionally ;  though  medical  au- 
thors lay  down  the  rule,  as  to  the  time  when  childbed  fevers  occur, 
to  be  not  beyond  the  sixth  or  eighth  day,  and  of  course  not  prior  to 
delivery,  or  after  the  lapse  of  a  month.  But  there  are  no  doubt  many 
cases  of  exception  to  this  general  rule.  With  reference  to  this  point. 
Dr.  Denman  says  :  **  The  time  when  women  are  chiefly  subject  to  this 
fever  [childbed  fever]  is  uncertain.  There  are  not  wanting  instances 
in  which  it  has  been  evidently /ormrn^  before  delivery  or  during  labor, 
or  at  any  iniermediale  period  for  several  weeks  afterwards.  *  .  .  But 
the  most  frequent  time  of  its  appearing  is  on  the  third  or  fourth  day 
after  delivery."  Hey  puts  the  time  at  about  forty-eight  hours  after  de- 
livery ;  Clark,  on  the  second,  third,  and  even  the  eighth  day ;  Arm- 
strong, from  twenty-four  to  thirty  hours  ;  Leake,  on  the  evening  of 
the  second,  or  morning  of  the  third  day. 

The  case  of  Mrs.  W.  (case  vii.)  possesses  considerable  interest  from 
two  considerations,  to  wit.:  Jlrst,  the  length  of  time  that  elapsed  be- 
tween delivery  and  the  onset  of  the  disease ;  second,  the  obscurity  of 
its  symptoms,  and  the  difficulty  attending  its  diagnosis.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  first  point,  we  have  already  said  enough.  Every  scientific 
physician  knows  full  well  the  difficulties  attending  the  diagnosis  of  « 
complicated  case  of  puerperal  disease.  Perhaps,  at  his  office,  he  ran- 
sacks his  books,  then,  at  the  bed-side,  scrutinizes  his  patient,  looks  in 
vain  for  the  regular  order  of  book-symptoms,  then  compares  his  caae 
with  the  regular,  laid-down  phenomena  of  the  disease,  but  fails  to  see 
joint-work  comparison ;  in  other  words,  fails  to  find  all  the  book- 
symptoms  in  one  individual  case.  In  this  case,  without  a  quick  per- 
ception, sound  judgment,  and  a  good  share  of  experience,  the  physician 
is  indeed  in  a  dilemma,  which  is  likely  to  work  disastrous  to  his  pa- 
tient, and  heart-felt  mortification  to  himself. 

There  are  many  points  of  similarity  in  the  phenomena  of  metro- 
phlebitis and  typhoid  fever.  In  this  case  we  had  tinnitus  aurium,  snb- 
sultus  tendinum,  abdominal  tenderness,  with  slight  tympanitis,  and 
toward  the  close,  diarrhoea,  which  are  among  the  prominent  symptoms 
of  typhoid  fever.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  had  marked  tenderness 
on  pressure  of  the  veins  of  the  legs,  iliac  region  and  arms,  besides  ten- 
derness of  the  uterus  and  uterine  region  ;  moist,  milky  and  flat  tongue, 
with  a  highly  inflammatory  pulse  ;  general  restlessness,  great  com- 
plaint, and  want  of  sleep,  with  remarkably  hurried  respiration ;  £lil* 
tening  eyes,  with  continuous  headache ;  hysteroid  intoxications  :  ' 

*  The  itallca  are  our  own. 
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omg  fiu  on  conUct  with  cool  air ;  considerable  appetite  for  days  at  a 
time ;  vaginal  canal  hot  and  remarkably  tender  to  the  touch  ;  all  of 
which  are  not  at  all  characteristic  of  typhoid  fever.     Dr.  Bouillaud^in 
ipeaking  of  the  resemblance  of  phlebitic  phenomena  with  that  of  ty- 
plioid  fever,  remarks :  "Among  many  of  our  patients,  the  fever  pre- 
mied  all  those  characters  which  are  attributed  to  what  are  called  pu- 
tndmfymmuc,  or  typhoid  fever;  and  indeed  the  term  putrid  is  perfectly 
applicable,  since  after,  nay  be/ore,  death  there  are  unequivocal  signs 
of  dNomposition,  or  a  kind  of  putrid   fermentation  of  the  fluid." 
{BriL  A  Far,  Jied.-Chir.  Rev.,  iv.,  509.)     I  am  well  convinced  that 
tlwff  were  no  glandular  lesions  of  the  bowels,  from  this  simple  fact : 
the  Mrenesa  complained  of,  and  pain  produced  on  pressure,  were  con- 
&Md  more  particularly  to  the  uterine  region.     When  the  uterus  was 
gniped  with  the  hand,  which  was  triple  its  normal  size — which  fact 
eoBtriboted  largely  to  its  not  having  descended  within  the  pelvis — 
•oit  excruciating  pains  were  experienced  by  the  patient ;  while  in 
tjphoid  ferer,  the  |)ain  is  generally  referable  to  the  umbilical  and  hypo- 
fMtric  regions^  and  in  fatal  cases  is  always  accompanied  by  more  or 
kM  tympanitis,  which  was  not  so  in  this  case,  notwithstanding  con- 
odomble  dianiioea  was  present  toward  the  last.     As  to  the  length  of 
time  after  delivery  before  the  disease  set  in,  we  might  say  further,  that 
diring  labor  more  or  less  danger  might  be  done  to  the  adjacent  parts  ; 
the  uterine  deciduous  coat  may  become  hypertrophied,  and  flrmly  ad- 
hoe  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  utenis,  and  remain  unexpelled  for  weeks ; 
or  portions  of  the  placental   mass  may  remain  unexpelled.      Prof. 
Ibigs  Mw  a  case  in  which  a  portion  of  the  placental  mass,  weighing 
two  onnceft,  was  not  expelled  ior fifteen  days.     Ilcmaining  portions  of 
the  placental  mass,  decidna,  large  flakes  of  the  chorion  and  amnion, 
mienally  affect  its  involutions  ;  they,  not  undergoing  putrefaction 
thnuelvcs,   entangle   and   retain   portions  of   mucus    and    coagula, 
that  rapidly  decompose,  which  has  a  pernicious  influence  upon  the 
iffTcs  of  the  uterus,  and  thereby  produces  a  relaxed  and  enervated 
coadition  of  the  organ  and  its  vessels,  distending  its  cavity  with  a  sort 
of  pQtreCactive  decomposition  of  bloo<l  and  serum,  foetid  gases,  and  air 
M  a  temperature  of  98  or  100  deg.  Fahr.     Who  will  say  that  this  con- 
dition of  things  may  not  remain  for  weeks  and  weeks,  and  at  last  give 
to  fatal  metro-phlebitis  ? 
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AKTICLK    TI. 

Catd  of  Severe  Injury  of  the  Head,  with  Lom  of  Brain. 

BT  W.  H.  MATCHETT,  M.D.,  ITHACA,  OHIO. 

On  Thursday  evening,  January  9th,  1860,  about  5  o'clock,  a  son 
of  Mr.  Philip  Hursh  rode  up  to  my  office  in  great  haste  and  apparendy 
much  excited ;  requested  me  to  visit  his  father  immediately ;  could 
not  tell  what  the  matter  was,  only  that  his  father  sat  by  the  stove  with 
his  face  covered  with  blood.  I  mounted  my  horse  and  rode  witb  all 
possible  speed  to  his  house,  a  distance  of  four  miles.  I  found  Mr. 
Hursh  as  the  messenger  had  said,  sitting  by  the  stove,  his  face  and 
clothing  bespattered  with  blood,  and  frequently  vomiting  blood.  Hie 
was  not  sensible  of  his  misery,  but  complained  about  his  shoulder  and 
arm.  I  examined  his  arm  and  found  the  humerus  dislocated,  the  head 
of  the  bone  resting  in  the  axilla.  By  raising  the  arm  out  from  the 
body,  the  head  of  the  bone  slipped  into  its  socket  again.  After  tfais*  I 
examined  the  injary  of  the  face  and  head  more  closely ;  found  the  upper 
lip  cut  entirely  through,  from  one  comer  of  the  mouth  to  the  other»  ia 
a  semi-lunar  form,  the  convexity  toward  the  nose ;  a  small  opening 
under  the  left  eye,  that  was  bleeding  very  profusely ;  also  a  small  open- 
ing in  the  centre  of  the  frontal  bone — a  cut  about  one  and  one-half 
inches  long,  extending  from  the  outer  extremity  of  the  right  supercil- 
iary ridge  upward  and  outward,  into  the  temporal  fossee.  Through 
this  opening,  at  every  effort  to  vomit  or  to  clear  his  nostrils,  small 
fragments  of  brain  would  escape.  I  collected  these  until  I  had,  as  near 
as  I  could  guess,  about  one-half  ounce,  and  how  much  more  had 
escaped  before  I  saw  him,  I  can  not  si^y. 

Upon  further  examination,  I  found  the  skull  fractured  from  about 
the  middle  third  of  the  loft  superciliary  ridge  of  the  frontal,  upwaid 
and  to  the  right,  to  the  centre  of  the  same  ;  thence,  toward  the  rights 
to  the  temporal  fossae ;  thence  toward  the  outer  extremity  of  the  right 
superciliary  ridge — the  latter  entirely  broken  down  ;  and  this  circnm* 
scribed  or  detached  piece  of  the  frontal  broken  up  into  four  smaller 
fragments.  The  nasal  bones  were  driven  in  from  their  attachment ;  the 
molars  broken  loose  and  movable ;  the  superior  maxillary  driven 
downward,  and  six  of  the  front  teeth  of  the  same  broken  off  even  with 
the  gums ;  and  four  front  teeth  of  the  lower  jaW  were  pressed  back* 
wani,  splitting  the  internal  alveolar  process. 
I  ascertained  that  the  patient  left  the  house  after  dinner  of  that  day. 
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to  lUl  a  large  tree  to  make  rails,  and  about  half-past  four  o'clock  he 
ame  to  the  hoDse  bj  himself,  without  assistance,  thus  hurt. 

I  dretaed  my  patient's  wounds  the  best  I  could,  by  appl3nng  three 
fltaica  to  the  cut  on  the  lip,  and  compresses,  wet  with  cold  water,  to 
dM  kiad  and  face  ;  stayed  with  him  all  night,  and  kept  his  head  oooL 
He  lat  upon  a  chair  nearly  all  the  night,  for  as  soon  as  he  would 
111  down  he  became  sick  at  the  stomach  and  would  vomit ;  he 
threw  up  a  quantity  of  coagulated  blood,  that  he  must  have  swal- 
bvei 

TW  next  morning,  I,  with  others,  went  to  the  tree  the  patient  cut 
iovB ;  at  the  stump  of  which  we  found  a  limb  of  a  beech  tree,  that  had 
kea  thrown  back  by  the  rdbound  of  the  main  stock,  after  being  bent 
liva  by  the  falling  ash.  Siid  limb  was  four  and  one-half  inches 
Akk,  and  ten  feet  long,  with  a  great  many  knots  or  points  of  small 
laibt  broken  off.  By  this  stick  we  found  a  pool  of  blood,  and  from 
it  «•  could  track  the  patient,  by  the  blood,  to  the  house,  a  distance  of 
ikot  two  hundred  yards.  He  climbed  three  fences,  and  opened  and 
ikt  oae  gate,  on  the  route,  taking  the  most  direct  course  from  the  tree 
to  lb  house. 

I  liked  him  how  he  received  the  injury,  but  he  contended  he  was 
lot  but,  but  that  he  had  taken  a  severe  cold,  which  had  stopped  up 
baoit. 
Jia.  11th. — Found  patient  very  restless ;  vomiting  ceased ;  slight 
I,  but  no  fever  ;  had  taken  no  nourishment  since  the  accident ; 
iplains  of  hia  arm,  but  not  of  head  or  face ;  contends  he  has  taken 
cold.  Continued  cold  water  dressing,  and  gave  cathartic  of 
adonel,  grs.  x.,  aloes  pulv.,  grs.  x,  rhei.  9j.;  to  be  followed  with  oil 
ia  eight  hours,  if  it  did  not  operate.     Requested  counsel. 

Jan.  12th. — On  the  fourth  day  after  injury,  Drs.  Otwell  and  Smiley, 

flf  Greenville,  Ohio,  met  me  in  counsel.     Upon  examination  again, 

w%  all.  of  one  accord,  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  nothing  conl^l  be 

4*Be  lor  the  poor  fellow,  that  he  would  die  in  three  or  four  days,  and 

tkatt  should  we  attempt  an  operation  to  remove  any  of  the  fragments 

of  the  frontal,  or  to  raise  the  depressed  portions,  he  would  die  under 

ths  operation.     We  concluded  it  was  better  to  let  nature  alone  with 

&e  ease,  only  assisting,  as  indications  demanded,  with  stimulants,  an- 

tiphlogiiitic!!,  or  tonics,  and  keep  the  head  and  face  bathed  in  cold  water, 

\ff  means  of  saturated  compresses  applied.     U{)on  this  course  of  treat- 

li  the  patient  continued  to  improve.     The  lip  cut  healed  up  by  first 

;  in  ten  days  after  the  injury,  it  was  shaved  over  without 

gSTiagpaui. 
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(It  would  make  this  paper  too  tedious  to  report  this  case  ill  detafl ; 
we  will  content  oorselves  by  giving  the  remarkable  features.) 

Jan.  20th. — ^Patient  complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  roots  of  the 
superior  incisors,  that  had  been  broken  off  by  the  blow  in  the  face  ;  he 
insisted  on  my  removing  them.  On  seizing  a  root  with  the  forceps,  I 
found  the  bones  of  the  face  movable,  and  was  fearfol  of  doing  injmy  in 
the  operation  by  breaking  op  the  attachments ;  so  I  desisted  after  remov- 
ing the  first. 

I  visited  him  daily,  and  noticed  a  gradual  improvement,  bnt  was 
fearful  each  day  that  I  would  find  evidences  of  compression.  This  was 
prevented,  in  my  humble  opinion,  by  the  secretion  of  the  fractured 
frontal  finding  exit  through  the  nostrils,  through  which  the  patient 
could  force  blood  and  mucus  for  three  weeks.  An  effort  at  blowing 
the  nose  Would  force  air  into  the*  cellular  structure  of  the  forehead, 
through  this  communication  between  the  nose  and  frontal  sinuses, 
puffing  up  the  tissues  to  such  extent  as  almost  to  lead  me  to  make  the 
mistake  of  plunging  a  knife  into  it,  under  the  impression  that  there  was 
matter  secreted.  I  examined  it  closely  by  pressure,  and  found  I  could 
dislodge  the  wind  through  the  nose.  After  this  the  patient  would  dis- 
lodge it  by  pressing  his  hand  on  the  tumor  immediately  after  blowing 
his  nose. 

March  Ist. —  Found  patient  sitting  by  the  stove,  reading  a  newt- 
paper  ;  complained  of  slight,  stinging  pain  at  the  root  of  nose,  and  in 
the  incisive  fossae.  Examined  fracture  closely,  and  find  the  nasal, 
molar,  superior  maxillary,  and  the  restored  teeth  of  the  lower  jaw,  all 
firmly  united  to  their  attachments ;  but  the  front  part  of  the  superior 
maxilla  is  too  long,  allowing  the  front  teeth,  or  the  roots  of  the  upper 
and  the  lower  teeth,  to  come  together  before  the  molars  do,  thereby  pre- 
venting the  patient  from  masticating  solid  food.  I  found  the  fragments 
of  the  frontal  bone  united  to  one  another,  and  to  the  surroundings,  but 
a  little  depressed  or  behind  the  remaining  portion  of  skull  bono.  The 
patient  has  every  prospect  of  complete  recovery.  He  is  rational,  and 
rciiiombers  shooting  a  pigeon  on  the  day  he  was  hurt,  and  also  recol- 
lects going  to  the  ash  tree  ;  but  does  not  remember  cutting  it  down,  or 
making  his  way  to  the  houses  or  any  thing  connected  with  the  accident. 

March  6th. — Patient  hopeful  and  cheerful ;  some  pain  at  the  root  of 
nose  ;  the  face  is  yet  much  swollen. 

March  28th. — Found  patient  eating  dinner ;  still  some  pain  at  die 
root  of  nose,  or  naso-frontal  symphisis  ;  also  pain  in  incisive  fosse  ; 
not  much  swelling.  Upon  close  examination  after  the  swelling  baa 
subsided,  I  find  the  right  superior  maxillary  bone  shuts  inside  of  the 
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veil  of  the  lower  jaw  ;  and  that  the  right  eye  is  about  one-half  inch 
Mow  a  horizontal  line  drawn  through  the  sight  of  the  left.  All  parts 
if  the  fractare  appear  to  be  onited,  at  least  immovable. 

Sept.  Ist. — Find  patient  folly  recovered,  and  at  labor  on  his  farm. 
Dp  to  this  writing,  have  never  heard  of  any  derangement  of  mind  from 
tkelots  of  brain. 


▲  BTIOLB     III. 

ftemarkable  Case  of  Union  of  the  Walls  of  the  Vagina. 

BT  S.  P.  NKWCOMEB,  M.D.,  GREENFIELD,  OHIO. 

Oi  the  22d  of  last  November,  I  was  called  to  Mrs.  C,  wife  of  a 
fOQg  attorney,  the  mother  of  a  boy  nineteen  months  old.     The  lady 
ii  lader-sixed,  light  hair,  fair  skin,  of  delicate  yet  a  sound  constitn- 
tioa,  md  some  woold  say  of  leuco-phlegmatic  temperament.     For  a 
frinipara,  she  had  a  short  and  easy  labor  ;  was  ont  of  bed  at  the  end 
of  i  week,  and  no  accident  was  sospected  by  herself  or  accoucheur, 
flb  was  now  supposed  to  have  prolapsus  uteri,  having  several  symp- 
tat  usually  attending  that  afBiction,  but  the  most  constant  and  an- 
•ojiag  one  was  a  bearing-down  pain,  differing  from  the  parturient 
Aft  only  in  degree.     With  this  information,  I  carried  with  me  an 
•Mortment  of  pessaries,  and  of  course  tried  to  inform  myself  of  the 
Mndition  of  the  vaginal  canal.     But  this  I  found  an  impractical  un- 
4«taking.     By  using  force  enough  to  cause  severe  pain,  the  index  fin- 
ger—not a  large  one — was  partially  passed  through  an  orifice  directly 
iBfler  the  pubic  arch.     The  compression  of  the  finger  was  so  great  as 
soon  to  benumb  it,  and  its  presence  made  the  bearing-down  pains  so 
were  and  persistent  as  to  render  its  speedy  withdrawal  necessary.     I 
tafbrmed  the  lady  and  her  friends,  that  I  could  learn  nothing  of  the 
CMe  by  HQch  an  examination,  that  was  satisfactory  or  reliable,  except 
that  the  vagina  was  in  a  state  of  almost  complete  occlusion,  and  that, 
■nder  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was  remarkable,  and  the  first  of 
the  kind  I  had  ever  met  with  ;  that  I  had  seen  no  such  case  on  record, 
heard  of  one  in  conversation  with  my  medical  brethren.     I  am  not 
to  be  understood  as  being  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  infants  are 
bom  with  an  imperforate  vagina,  and  that  this  congenital 
■BperfonUion  is  irremedial  in  some  cases,  while  in  others  the  puncture 
m  division  of  the  hymen  makes  all  right. 

The  friends  of  thia  lady  now  informed  me,  for  the  first  time,  that  she 
told  them  ahe  had  "  grown  up,"  and  had  made  the  discovery  two 
nr.- 
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weeks  after  the  birth  of  her  child.  But  they  could  not  think  her  state- 
meat  correct ;  the j  woal<l  not  inform  me,  nor  allow  her  to  do  so,  for 
fear  of  being  laughed  at.  Her  mother  concludes,  if  there  really  was  a 
serious  obstruction,  the  womb  had  fallen  into  the  vulva  and  closed  it — 
a  conclusion  likely  to  be  formed  by  non -medical  persons. 

The  lady  was  now  confided  to  my  care,  to  ascertain  the  real  natuie 
of  her  case,  and  to  pursue  any  course  that  would  lead  to  a  final  cure, 
if  such  was  really  practicable. 

Notwithstanding  the  favorable  report  given  of  her  short  and  easy 
labor,  I  concluded  that  laceration  of  the  perineum  had  taken  place,  and 
the  accident  being  unsuspected,  and  no  attention  paid  to  it,  the  prooess 
of  healing  had  gone  on  in  a  way  to  distort  the  natural  relation  of  the 
parts,  and  result  in  nearly  closing  the  vulva.  But  the  closest  scmtinj 
detected  no  traces  of  laceration  of  the  perineum  or  contiguous  parts. 
The  obstruction  was  caused  by  adhesion  of  the  sides  of  the  vagina^  be- 
ginning at  its  posterior  wall,  on  a  line  with  the  nympba,  running  out- 
ward and  forward,  leaving  at  the  anterior  only  a  slight  orifice,  as  al- 
ready stated,  through  which  the  urine  escaped ;  and  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  add,  that  sexual  intercourse  was  out  of  the  question.  I  have 
said  the  adhesion  inclined  outward  ;  at  its  termination  the  adhesioa* 
externally,  was  at  the  point  of  union  between  the  skin  and  epitheUnm 
of  the  labia  majora.  The  band  thus  formed  was  two  inches  in  lengthy 
and,  when  not  distended,  a  full  quarter  of  an  inch  thick. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Milton  Dunlap,  of  this  place,  I  operated,  by  introducing  a  director* 
pressing  the  band  outward,  and  with  a  bistoury  cutting  down  freely  to 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  thereby  enlarging  the  vulva  to  ite 
natural  extent.  After  the  bleeding  had  ceased,  a  pledget  of  lint,  spread 
with  simple  cerate,  was  interposed  between  the  edges  of  the  cnt  snr&oe^ 
which  now  spread  out  on  each  side  of  the  vagina  more  than  one-half 
an  inch  in  breadth.  At  night  there  was  considerable  swelling,  pain 
and  redness,  and  some  fever.  A  cathartic  at  bedtime,  and  several 
doses  of  diaphoretics  during  the  night,  had  the  effect  of  removing  moei 
of  these  symptoms  during  the  next  day.  The  healing  went  on  tar> 
dily.  A  week  after  the  operation,  menstruation  set  it,  and  continued 
three  to  four  days,  putting  a  stop  to  the  healing  process  during  ita 
presence.  After  the  menses  subsided,  the  lint  and  cerate  dressing,  with 
an  occasional  application  of  tinct.  ferri  muriat.,  led  to  a  final  cuie,  a|b 
this  date.  In  a  few  weeks  hence  I  shall  take  measures  to  correct  the 
procidentia  uteri,  which,  however,  are  quite  familiar  to  all  phjrfddl 
of  experience.    All  care  possible  was  taken  to  prevent  a 


1861.]  Potter — PoUcnmg  fy  Strwnwnium.  91 

Ae  dirided  soifues ;  yet  a  small  band  was  formed  posteriorlj,  bat  not 
to  mn  extent  to  embarrass  the  fnnctions  of  the  organ. 

One  reanlt  of  the  operation  I  deem  worthy  of  notice :  that  is,  the 
fwpensioo  of  the  bearing-down  pains.  The  lady  expressed  the  greatest 
idief  from  that  annoyance  the  next  day,  and  she  is  still  in  a  great  mea- 
tn«  exempt  from  it. 

HftTing  no  data  to  go  on,  the  cause  of  this  band  uniting  the  oppos- 
ing walls  of  the  vagina,  is  left  to  the  conjecture  of  the  reader.  I  never 
took  fteps  to  guard  against  such  an  accident,  unless  there  was  a  laoer- 
Miott  of  soft  parts.  No  such  an  event  ever  ensued  to  a  case  of  uncom- 
fUcsted  labor.  The  sides  of  the  vagina  may  have  in  some  way  be- 
come raw  or  abraded,  and  being  permitted  to  rest  in  juxtaposition, 
givw  together.  In  this  case  nothing  arrested  the  special  notice  of  either 
or  physician.  If  such  an  accident  can  take  place,  under  the  cir- 
of  this  case,  the  wonder  is,  that  it  is  not  a  more  common 


■  ■•■ 


AKne&a  it. 

Poitoiiiiig  by  Stramonium  Leaves  used  as  an  Enema. 
BT  a.  B.  rorriB,  m.d.,  prbdkrioktowit,  ohio. 

Ob  the  10th  of  August,  1860,  at  9  a.  m.,  I  was  summoned  in  great 

to  the  honse  of  Mr.  A.,  to  see  his  lady,  who  is  rather  above 

■sdiem  sise,  and  of  plethoric  habit.     I  found  her  lying  upon  her  bed, 

■  a  comatose  condition,  inclined  to  stertorous  respiration  ;  the  tongue 

fvellea  ;  fauces  red,  dry,  and  some  little  distende<l ;  pupils  dilated  to 

a  great  extent ;  considerable  subsultus  ;  circulation  sixty-four.     Upon 

iiqoiry,  I  found  she  had  gathered  a  handful  (good  size)  of  stramonium 

iflaves,  to  which  she  added  half  a  pint  of  warm  water,  and  used  a 

■s-ooBce  syringeful  as  an  enema  for  piles.     Whereupon  I  ordered  an 

iBJacdoB  of  salt  and  water  immetiiately,  and  repeated  every  ten  min- 

ilet  ontil  the  rectum  was  thoroughly  c]eanHe<l.     I  also  ordered  a  very 

ilroiig  decoction  of  coffee  made,  to  which  I  added  strong  vinegar,  and 

gBve  as  freely  as  I  could,     ^fhere  being  great  difficulty  in  deglutition, 

ilMjritimfi  were  used  freely  to  the  spine,  extremities,  etc*.     Friction  with 

and  capsicum.     10  o'clock  —  Gave  an  emetic.     11  o'clock  — 

t  rallied  from  her  stupor,  and  became  raving  to  the  extent  that 

to  be  controlled  by  manual  effort,  frequently  screaming  to  the 

of  her  Toiee.      Circulation  sixty-eight ;  extreme  irregularity  of 

Ordered  a  blister  to  the  back  of  the  neck.     Bhe  be- 


92  Original  Communicaiumi,  [Febmarj, 

came  more  quiet  as  tlic  blister  began  to  take  effect.  2  o'clock — Some 
vomiting  ;  circulation  sixty-four.  ,  Continued  tbe  coffee  and  vinegar. 
3  o'clock  —  Physic  operated  well.  4  o'clock — Slight  improvement. 
6  o'clock  —  Consciousness  returning;  circulation  mnning  at  sixty- 
four.  9  o'clock —  Still  improving  ;  recognizes  members  of  the  fam- 
ily ;  the  tongue  less  swollen  ;  extreme  dizziness  and  forgetfulness  • 
complains  of  being  numb  generally.  Continued  friction  with  brandy 
and  capsicum.  .  .  .  Aug.  11th,  5  a,  m. —  Decided  improvement;  cir- 
culation fifty -four ;  rested  well ;  perfectly  sane.  Ordered  another 
cathartic,  with  sinapisms,  etc.,  etc.  7  p.  m. —  Medicine  had  its  desired 
effect ;  the  patient  still  improving  ;  numbness  disappearing  ;  remains 
somewhat  dizzy.  .  .  .  August  12th,  8  a.  m. —  The  patient  still  im- 
proving ;  circulation  about  natural.  Ordered  her  to  be  taken  oat 
riding,  which  made  her  quite  sick  at  the  stomach  whenever  the  car- 
riage would  stop,  but  received  much  benefit  from  the  ride.  She  was 
troubled  more  or  less  with  dizziness  for  about  six  weeks,  but  has  entire- 
ly recovered  from  its  effects. 


▲RTICLS     T. 

ACate  of  Prolapsus  of  the  Umbilioal  Cord. 


BY   W.   T.   BBOWN,   M.D.,   CIKCINNATX. 

On  Saturday,  December  8,  1860,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  was  called 

to  attend  Mrs. ,  in  her  fourth  confinement.     When  I  entered  tlie 

room,  she  informed  me  that  the  [membranes  had  ruptured  at  about  4 
a.  m.,  but  that  the  pains  had  not  been  very  severe  since.  I  immedi* 
ate\y  made  an  examination,  and  found  a  large  portion  of  the  cord 
external  to  the  vagina,  and  pulsating  quite  strongly.  The  vagina  was 
moist,  and  the  os  uteri  fully  dilated. 

I  sent  for  Dr.  S.  Bonner  in  consultation,  and  upon  his  arrival  we 
placed  the  patient  upon  her  knees,  with  her  chest  and  face  also  resting 
on  the  bed,  following  out  the  plan  of  Dr.  T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  of 
New  York  city,  and  adopted  by  Dr.  Mcndenhall  in  a  similar  case,  as 
published  in  the  October  number  for  1858,  of  the  Lancet  and  Observer. 
Dr.  Bonner  then  introduced  his  right  hand  into  the  vagina  and  suc- 
ceeded in  replacing  the  cord  so  far  within  the  uterus  as  to  prevent  its 
protruding  until  after  the  delivery  of  the  child.  We  had  previouslj 
diagnosed  twins,  and  that  the  breech  of  one  child  was  the  presenting 
part  But  as  the  patient  had  no  pain,  and  the  breech  did  not  entsr 
the  superior  strait,  we  determined  to  bring  down  the  feet 
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She  wms  placed  on  her  left  side,  and  delivered  of  one  child  in  thii^ 
way  in  a  very  short  time.  The  second  child  also  presenting  the 
breeoh,  the  feet  were  brought  down,  and  delivery  accomplished  with- 
oat  any  difficulty.  The  placenta  and  membranes  were  expelled  in  a 
few  minutes.  Both  children  are  living  and  quite  healthy.  The 
notlier  recovered  without  any  unfavorable  symptoms. 


i»  > 


'•  Hospital. — Prof.  G.  G.  Blackman,  BI.D^  Surgeon.    (Reported  by 
OaxxsLEAP,  M.D^  Resident  Physician.) 


Three  Cases  of  Removal  of  Upper  Jaw, 

Case  I. — ^M.  J ,  admitted  Feb.  2,  1860  ;  farmer,  aged  30  years. 

Eleven  years  ago  he  had  some  trouble  with  the  teeth  of  the  upper  jaw, 
upon  the  left  side,  but  this  appeared  to  subside  after  the  extraction  of 
or  two  of  the  teeth.  Last  August,  however,  the  jaw  again 
painful,  and  soon  after  a  slight  tumefaction  of  the  cheek  was 
BOticed. 

Present  Condition. — ^The  left  side  of  face  is  swollen  ;  the  upper  jaw 
on  same  side  presents  a  fungous  mass,  in  which  he  has  had,  especially 
at  night,  severe  lancinating  pains.  Tlic  functions  of  the  naso-orbital 
doct  are  not  materially  interfered  with,  nor  does  the  general  health 
•ppemr  much  affected. 

February  3d. — The  patient  having  been  placed  under  the  influence 

of  chloroform,  Prof.  Blackman  proceeded  to  operate,  the  class  of  the 

Medical  College  of  Ohio  being  present.     An  incision  was  made  by 

Ae  tide  of  the  ala  of  the  nose,  and  extended  through  the  lip,  in  the 

ttctitl  line ;  the  coronary  artery  was  much  enlarged,  and  gave  rise  to 

wwiderable  haemorrhage  ;  the  bone  was  found  to  be  converted  hito  a 

**rtiltginou8   substance  mixed    with    brain-like   matter,  which   also 

flW  the  antrum,  and  was  very  vascular,  giving  rise  to  great  hamor- 

Aige.    This  was  torn   away  with  the  bone  gouge  forceps,  and  the 

■•aorrhage  checked  by  means  of  pressure  and  the  persulphate  of  iron. 

After  his  recovery  from  the  effects  of  the  chlorofoiin,  stimulants  were 

•^iairtcred  and  he  reacted  well.     l}c  Morphia  sulph.,  gr.  sh. 

ftbruaiy  4th. — Slept  well ;  no  haemorrhage ;  is  very  comfortable  ; 
■•Ofed  the  lint,  and  syringed  out  the  cavity. 
fttmary  8lh. — Wound  healed  ;  discharge  less  ;  general  health  as 
IfltOTeTy  asd  patient  left  for  home. 
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^  In  his  remarks  to  the  class,  Prof.  Blackman  alluded  to  the  unsatis- 
factory results  wliich  generally  followed  the  removal  of  ihQ  upper  jaw 
in  similar  cases,  and  predicted  an  early  return  of  the  disease.  Urn 
referred  to  a  few  exceptional  cases  in  which  the  operation  had  saved 
life,  and  particularly  to  a  case  reported  by  Mr.  Syme,  in  the  fortieth 
volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  in  which 
"a  large,  soft,  bloody,  most  malignant  looking  tumor,  which 
encroached  upon  the  cavity  of  the  mouth,  and  elevated  the  cheek/' 
was  removed  by  him,  and  two  years  afterward  the  patient  remained 
perfectly  well.  He  also  mentioned  the  attempts  which  had  been  made 
to  prolong  life  in  thcKC  cases  by  ligating  the  primitive  carotid  artery* 
and  remarked  that  although  this  operation  had  frequently  arrested  for 
awhile  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it  had  generally  failed  to  cure  the 
patient.  In  his  own  practice,  however,  he  had  saved  one  patient,  on 
whom  some  ten  years  before  he  had  tied  both  primitive  carotid 
arteries,  there  having  been  an  intci*val  of  three  weeks  between  the 
operations.  Prof.  B.  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  case  by  acknowl- 
edging the  indebtedness  of  the  profession  to  the  late  Mr.  Liston,  of 
London,  who,  in  his  ''  Observations  on  some  Tumors  of  the  Mouth 
and  Jaws,"  published  in  the  Medico- Chirurgical  Transactions  of  Ixm* 
don,  vol.  XX.,  had  pointed  out  the  class  of  cases  in  which  extirpa- 
tion was  likely  to  be  followed  with  success. 

As  pi-edicted  by  Prof.  B.,  the  disease  in  a  few  months  reappeared  in 
the  above  case,  and  destroyed  the  patient. 

Case  II. — Catherine  C ,  admittetl  May  1,  1860,  aged  thir^. 

years,  married.  About  a  year  ago  noticed  a  swelling  on  left  dieek, 
just  below  the  eye,  which,  giving  her  no  pain  or  inconvenienoe,  was 
neglected,  until  from  its  size  the  teeth  interfered  with  mastication,  and 
she  had  them  extracted.  Immediately  after  this  the  tumor  increased 
rapidly  in  size,  at  times  giving  her  some  pain,  and  fluctuation  being 
discovered  at  its  most  dependent  part,  it  was  lanced,  blood  only  fol- 
lowing the  operation.  About  three  weeks  ago,  an  ulceration  of  the 
gums  around  the  sockets  from  which  the  teeth  had  been  extracted, 
commenced,  but  is  only  superficial. 

Present  Condition. — Left  cheek  swollen  to  about  the  size  erf  a  fist ; 
tumor  feels  hard,  not  painful  on  pressure,  and  integuments  loose  over 
it ;  in  the  mouth  the  jaw  is  greatly  swollen  and  nodulated  on  its  sur- 
face ;  gums  for  some  distance  back  slightly  ulcerated  ;  discharge  veij 
slight ;  no  bleeding. 

At  3^  o'clock  p.  M.,  Prof.  Blackman  proceeded  to  extirpate  the 
superior  maxillary  bone,  the  patient  being  under  the  influence  of  chlo- 
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voferm.  Mo  extornal  incieions  were  made,  but  tlio  tnmor  wm  taken 
cttfeirdjr  oat,  with  the  bone  gouge  forceps  and  Fergasson's  forceps. 
TW  haemorrhage  was  trifling ;  patient  rallied  wel]  from  the  chloro- 
form, and  cold  applications  were  ordered. 

Ma  J  3d. — Patient  doing  well ;  some  tumefaction  of  left  side,  for 
wkich  a  lead  wash  was  ordered.  .  .  May  7th. — Has  improved  rapidly, 
«Bd  to-day  left  for  home,  in  excellent  health. 

DmiBg  the  present  month,  (January,)  Prof.  B.  heard  from  the 
padest,  and  there  was  no  sign  of  a  return  of  the  disease. 

CAas  III.— John  Dean,  admitted  October  23d,  1860,  aged  forty- 
arrcn  years,  batcher.  Last  February  had  a  pain  in  the  molar  tooth 
of  the  light  side  of  the  upper  jaw,  for  which  the  tooth  was  extracted, 
and  a  small  abscess  on  the  inner  side  of  the  jaw  was  lanced.  Since 
thea  tbe  jaw  has  continued  to  enlarge,  at  times  giving  pain,  until  it 
reached  its  present  size,  which  is  about  that  of  an  orange,  hard  and 
MHsewhat  nodulated,  and  very  vascular  and  giving  no  pain. 

October  24th. — At  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  after  preparation  of  the 
patient  by  brandy.  Prof.  Blackman,  in  the  presence  of  the  class  of  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  proceeded  to  extirpate  the  superior  maxillary 
boae.  An  incision  was  commenced,  (the  patient  being  under  the 
iafliKBce  of  chloroform,)  below  the  inner  angle  of  the  eye,  carried 
down  to  a  level  with  the  ala  of  tbe  nose,  thence  across  to  septum  of 
aoae,  and  thence  down  the  mesial  line,  dividing  the  lip.  Another 
iacision  was  made,  from  the  angle  of  the  mouth  to  the  zygomatic 
arrli,  the  flap  dissected  up,  and  a  saw  carried  through  the  symphisis 
of  Che  jaw  ;  hut  breaking  at  that  stage  of  the  operation,  the  bone  gouge 
forceps  were  nited  to  complete  the  extirpation.  The  haemorrhage  was 
profaae,  hot  easily  controlled  by  the  use  of  persulphate  of  iron,  and 
the  flaps  brought  together  by  sutures.  The  mouth  is  to  be  syringed 
with  a  mocilage,  and  his  diet  is  to  be  beef  tea. 

October  25th. — Passed  a  comparatively  comfortable  night.     The 

\  however,  is  much  swollen,  and  has  a  decidedly  erysipelatous  ap- 
u  bat  a  wash  of  sulphate  of  iron,  followed  by  free  use  of  col- 
lodion, rapidly  reduced  the  swelling.  Considerable  blood  has  been 
vomited,  which  was  swallowed  during  the  operation. 

October  27th. — An  offensive  odor  from  the  mouth  was  destroyed 
by  the  os  eof  diluted  Labarraque's  solution,  and  the  bowels  being  a  little 
torpid,  blue  mass,  g^.  x.,  was  ordered ;  general  health  excellent 

Xovember  5th. — Wounds  are  firmlv  united,  and  but  for  a  little 
dificolty  in  speaking  he  is  ai  well  as  ever,  and  was  to-day  sent  home. 

CockU-Bmrr  im  Larynx, — ^Thomas  C »  admitted  December  8» 
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1860,  aged  twenty-one  years,  f aimer.  Eight  days  ago,  while  walking 
through  a  field,  got  a  **  cockle-burr  **  on  his  glove,  and  while  taking  it 
off  with  his  teeth,  during  an  inspiration  it  passed  down  into  the 
larynx,  where  it  is  now  lodged.  He  complains  of  some  pain  on  the 
right  side  of  larynx,  and  can  only  speak  in  a  whisper. 

At  1^  o'clock  this  p.  m..  Prof.  Blackman,  in  the  presence  of  the 
class,  divided  the  thyroid  cartilage,  in  the  median  line,  to  an  extent 
sufficient  to  admit  the  end  of  the  little  finger,  and  after  a  few  thrusts 
with  a  probe  the  foreign  body  was  expelled  through  the  month. 
There  was  but  little  haemorrhage.     Chlorofoim  was  not  nsed. 

December  4th. — Passed  a  good  night,  and  feels  very  comfortable ; 
brought  the  edges  of  ^the  wound  together  with  isinglass  plaster  and 
collodion. 

December  5th. — Doing  well ;  has  some  soreness  at  the  point  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  burr,  and  has  a  slight  cough. 

December  10th. — Very  much  improved ;  has  almost  regained  his 
full  tone  of  voice. 

December  12th. — Can  now  speak  in  nearly  a  natural  tone  of  voice  ; 
wound  about  healed,  and  to-day  patient  left  for  home. 

In  his  clinical  remarks,  Prof.  Blackman  observed  that  in  this  and  a 
case  precisely  similar,  about  two  years  ago,  he  had  opened  the  thyroid 
cartilage  at  once,  as  cases  were  reported  in  which  surgeons,  after 
dividing  the  crycoid  cartilage  and  cryco-thyroid  membrane,  had  been 
nnable  to  dislodge  the  foreign  body,  but  had  been  compelled  at  last  to 
incise  the  thyroid  cartilage,  whereas  in  his  own  cases,  the  cockle  bar 
had  been  readily  thrust  through  the  mouth.  He  also  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  class  to  the  immediate  loss  of  voice  following  the  inhala- 
tion of  the  cockle-burr,  and  remarked  that  in  some  in  stances  the  patient 
never  fully  regained  it.  In  one  reported  case,  the  voice  returned 
suddenly  in  a  fit  of  rage,  some  three  weeks  after  the  operation. 


•  ••  ■ 


VamUinff  in  Pregnancy. — According  to  a  statement  before  the  Louis- 
ville College  of  Physicians,  Dr.  Thumb  has  found  bisulphate  of  soda 
and  crab-cider  a  specific  against  this  trouble.  Another  member,  whose 
name  is  not  mentioned,  advised  in  a  very  distressing  case,  after  failure 
of  a  good  many  prescriptions,  cold  hip-baths.  The  husband  modified 
this  suggestion  by  pouring  a  pitcher  of  cold  water  down  the  spine, 
with  prompt  alleviation  of  symptoms  whenever  resorted  to.  Several 
members  had  used  the  oxalate  of  cerium  with  quite  satisfactory  results 
in  similar  cases,  and  others  entirely   without  benefit. — Med.  News. 
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Prooaediagt  of  the  Wayne  County  Medical  Attociation. 

Reported  by  Jab.  F,  Hibbsbd,  M.D.,  Secretary  pro.  tem, 

Richmond,  January  3,  1861. 
Preaident  Brandon  called  the  Association  to  order.     The  Commit- 
tee on  New  Diseases  and  New  Remedies  made  a  report. 

No  new  disease  had  occurred  daring  the  past  year,  so  far  as  ita 
obeervation  of  current  medical  history  extended,  though  a  new  form 
of  intermittent  fever  had  heen  epidemic  in  Paris,  with  paroxysms  at 
rmrj  short  intervals,  and  not  only  unrelieved,  hut  actually  aggravated, 
by  the  ordinary  anti -periodica.  The  report  also  stated  that  Dr.  Bar- 
dkolomew,  assistant  surgeon  U.S.A.,  had  satisfactorily  shown  that 
tbe  "  mountain  fever,"  described  by  Dr.  Ewing  in  1855,  as  existing 
ia  tlie  Rocky  Mountains,  was  nothing  more  than  typhoid  fever  and 
malarial  fever,  with  modifications,  caused  by  the  elevated  position  in 
vkich  they  occurred. 

Dr.  Bartholomew's  experience  was  obtained  at  Fort  Bridger,  U.  T. 
Among  new  remedies  permanganate  of  potash  was  presented,  on 
ike  authority  of  Mr.  Henry,  a  British  surgeon,  as  a  superior  dressing 
for  suppurating  sores,  particularly  suppurating  bums,  in  the  stead  of 
the  poultioe,  which  Mr.  Henry  thinks  often  poisons  the  system  indi- 
lectly,  by  retaining  the  discharges  and  causing  their  absorption. 

Hie  preparation  of  permanganate  of  potash  recommended  was 
Coady's  Disinfecting  Fluid,  diluted  with  from  30  to  500  parts  of 
valer.  A  part  of  its  value  is  attributed  to  its  deodorizing  qualities. 
Uubard  im  Suppuraimp  Bums. — Dr.  Rittenhouse,  of  Pennsylvania, 
>a}tthe  best  application  to  suppurating  bums  he  has  ever  tried,  is 
«ae  pert  of  {>owdered  rhubarb,  mixed  with  two  parts  lard,  and  applied 
^  liaen  cloths. 

BinutiA  and  Glycerine  in  Bums. — Prof.  Richardson,  of  New 
OrietnB,  recommends  sub-nit.  bismuth  and  glycerine  to  be  rubbed 
^opther  in  a  mortar  to  the  consistence  of  paste,  or  thick  paint,  and 
■Rply  with  camel's  hair  bmsh  or  mop  of  soft  rag  ;  cover  with  carded 
cotton,  and,  if  necessary,  retain  with  loose  bandage. 

Ail  appear  to  agree  to  the  therapeutic  value  of  this  mixture,  but 
Or.  Gibbet  of  New  York,  who  thinks  its  cost  will  stand  in  the  way  of 
iti  tatrodoction  into  general  practice. 
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Some  conversation  followed  about  poultices  an'd  the  management 
of  bums.  It  was  conceded  that  poultices  were  carried  to  an  unwar- 
rantable length  in  the  treatment  of  suppurating  sores ;  but  where  an 
emolient  was  needed,  and  circumstances  did  not  allow  of  tiie  applica- 
tion of  the  more  convenient  and  cleanly  wet  cloth,  the  poultice  woald 
be  very  properly  applied. 

Dr.  Butler  had  treated  a  burn  with  lead  paint  until  he  became  fear- 
ful of  lead  poisoning,  then  substituted  a  paste  of  whiting  and  oil,  and 
finally  simple  putty,  which  was  pressed  out  into  a  thin  sheet  and  laid 
over  the  sore  at  each  dressing.  Both  to  himself  and  his  patient  this 
afforded  the  most  acceptable  dressing  he  had  ever  used. 

Oalvanitm, — ^Mr.  Lobb  thinks  that  the  gentle  continuous  curmt 
from  a  Pulvermaoh  chain,  is  a  specific  for  idiopathic  peripheral  neural- 
gia. The  committee  suggest  caution  in  the  use  of  the  common  gal- 
vanic machine  used  for  medicinal  purposes,  which  operates  by  a  rapid 
alternation  of  the  direct  and  reverse  current.  While  this  is  a  potent 
exciter  of  nerve  force,  it  is  at  the  same  time  a  rapid  exhauster  of 
nerve  vitality. 

Ifypodermic  ExhibUwn  of  Narcotics, — ^The  committee  refer  to  this  ai 
a  new  and  valuable  addition  to  our  methods  of  administering  certain 
medicines. 

PoaUion  a  Remedy  for  Stertor. — Mr.  Bowles,  after  repeated  trial, 
assures  the  profession  that  stertor  in  apoplexy,  etc.,  is  immediately 
relieved  by  turning  the  patient  well  on  his  side,  so  that  the  paralyzed 
tongue  and  velum  palati  will  fall  forward,  and  the  mucus  drain 
away.  Very  soon,  also,  the  phenomenon  of  partial  suffocation  accom- 
panying the  stertor,  will  disappear. 

Acupresture  as  a  Hcemoatatic, — Originating  with  Prof.  Simpson,  this 
method  of  arresting  surgical  heBmorrhage  in  some  cases  has  been 
warmly  advocated  by  some  good  surgeons,  and  condemned  by  olliers. 
Its  real  value  will  only  be  established  after  further  experience. 

Fai  ai  an  Antidote  to  Poisovdng  by  Arsenic, — A  small  quantity  of 
fat,  as  of  milk,  meat,  etc.,  will  reiluce  the  solubility  of  arsenious  acid 
to  about  one-twentieth  of  what  ordinarily  belongs  to  it,  according  to 
Dr.  Blondlot.  Hence,  fat  swallowed  immediately  after  arsenic  will 
hold  it  nearly  or  quite  harmless  until  radical  means  can  be  adopted  to 
evacuate  the  stomach.     If  this  is  true,  it  has  immense  practical  value. 

Saccharated  lAme, — Gh-eat  value  is  claimed  for  this  preparation  by 
Dr.  Cleland,  as  an  antacid,  tonic  and  laxative.  If  it  has  a  moiety  of 
the  virtues  he  claims  for  it,  it  is  a  valuable  addition  to  our  materia 
medica.     Dose,  twenty  to  sixty  minims  in  a  glass  of  soft  water. 
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OMtef  tf  Cmum,—DT,  Lee,  of  Blocklej  Hospital  Philadelphia, 
aoafinaa  Prof.  Simpeon's  statements  of  the  value  of  oxalate  of  oerinm 
im  obsttnato  vomitiiig  of  advanced  pregnancy,  and  has  likewise 
ebcained  great  good  from  it  in  the  emesis  of  pulmonary  tuherculosis, 
aad  in  pyroeia  and  hysterical  vomiting.  He  credits  it  with  valnahle 
Ifliuc  properties,  and  has  given  it  with  marked  benefit  in  a  tonic  dys- 
pepsia. He  gave  it  in  doses  of  one  or  two  grains  in  pill  every  two  or 
tkne  hfCMiri. 

qfAwunomiwn. — ^Thisjdmg  is  reputed  valuable  in  all  cases 
potas.  iod.  is  indicated,  particularly  in  constitutional  syphilis. 
lis  daimed  advantages  are :  grater  acceptability  to  the  stomach,  its 
sSmtc  aoie  rapidly  produced,  and  the  quantity  required  less.  From 
two  to  sixteen  grains  given  per  day. 

QVon^erm  im  Canpeaihe  Chills. — An  almost  hopeless  case  of  con- 
dvie  chill  was  relieved  by  Dr.  Keator,  with  five-drop  doses  of  chlo- 
given  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  for  two  hours.     Prof.  Byrd 
eqosJly  saooessfnl  in  a  similar  case  with  chloroform,  given  in  the 
oidinary  way,  by  inhalation. 

-»-  After  the  report,  of  which  the  above  is  a  brief  synopsis,  was 
jiqinand  of,  Dt,  M.  C.  West  read-  the  following  paper  on 

HYPODERMIC      MEDICATION. 

Among  the  many  improvements  and  contrivances  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  medicines  into  the  system,  and  their  application  to  diseases, 
which  have  for  the  last  few  years  filled  an  important  place  upon  the 
psgn  of  medical  periodicals,  and  tell  the  unlimited  variety  and  power 
if  invention  possessed  by  the  human  mind,  is  one  which  originated 
mh  Dr.  Alexander  Wood,  of  Edinburgh,  and  was  brought  out  by 
Chirks  Honter,  of  Liondon,  under  the  name  of  the  **  Hypodermic 
Vdhod,"  in  which  the  medicinal  agent  employed  is  injected  into  the 
mUntaaeoos  oellolar  tissue,  by  means  of  a  small  syringe. 

I>r.  Wood  has  long  been  in  the  habit  of  making  subcutaneous 
i>j«eu<NU  in  neuralgic  affections,  and  attributed  the  success  of  his 
to  the  localization  of  the  remedy.  But  his  explanation  of  the 
of  remedies  thus  employed  is  not  only  not  confirmed,  but  is 
^i<proren  by  facts ;  for  those  who  have  had  experience  with  this 
■cihod  of  tfeatment,  must  have  repeatedly  seen  as  striking  and  cura- 
tivr  fikri%  when  the  injection  was  made  in  another  part  of  the  body, 
M  *hm  localized  to  the  diseased  tissue.  And  further,  the  non-locali- 
ntUm  of  the  remedy  obviates  much  of  the  liability  to  the  production 
^  ■Urrmns,  which  have  sometimes  resulted  from  the  frequent  repe- 
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tition  of  the  injection  into  the  same  spot.  It  is  also  less  likely  to  be 
followed  by  inflammation,  and  much  less  pain  must  accompany  the 
injection  of  a  healthy,  than  an  unsound  or  morbidly  sensitive  part. 

Having  expenenced  most  gratifying  results  from  a  limited  applica- 
tion of  this  method,  when  powerful  agents  employed  by  ordinaiy 
methods  seemed  to  have  lost  their  influence  in  controlling  one  of  the 
most  important  attendants  upon  disease — ^namely,  pain — so  much  of 
the  cases  treated  as  will  show  what  effect  was  produced  by  the  sub- 
cutaneous injection  in  ameliorating  the  sufferings  of  the  patient^ 
will  appear  from  the  notes  taken  at  the  time. 

Case  I. — E.  B.  H.,  aged  48,  had  been  affected  with  acute  rheu- 
matism, involving  the  hip  and  thigh  of  the  right  side,  for  about 
three  weeks,  and  under  treatment  about  one  week,  when  the  inflam- 
mation extended  down  to  the  calf  and  ankle.  The  pain  in  the  thigh 
was  quite  intermitting,  though  the  whole  limb  and  side  were  exquis- 
itely sensitive.  The  slightest  pressure,  and  even  friction  of  his  cloth- 
ing, produced  the  most  intolerable  suffering.  Paroxysms  of  intense 
pain  regularly  commenced  about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  con- 
tinued until  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  severity  of 
his  sufferings  would  gradually  subside,  and  leave  the  patient  compar- 
atively comfortable  during  the  remainder  of  the  night  and  day. 

April  21st. — Was  brought  to  our  place  in  his  carriage,  and  aided 
by  a  pair  of  crutches,  he  succeeded,  with  great  difficulty  and  suffering, 
in  helping  himself  from  the  carriage  to  the  office.  He  complained,  at 
this  time,  mainly  of  his  thigh  and  hip,  constantly  and  imperatively 
demanding  relief,  expressing  a  willingness  that  anything  which  pre- 
sented a  single  hope  of  affording  relief  from  his  suffering  should 
receive  a  trial,  as  he  conceived  that  no  reasonable  usage  could  add  to 
the  violence  of  his  pains.  We  used,  for  the  first  time,  the  hypodermic 
injection,  employing  twenty  minims  of  solution  of  sulphate  of  mor- 
phia, containing  one  half-grain  of  the  salt.  The  injection  was  made 
in  the  upper  and  outer  part  of  the  thigh,  and  caused  the  patient  to 
suffer  but  little  additional  pain.  In  less  than  ten  minutes,  he 
expressed  himself  much  relieved,  and  after  fifteen  minutes  he  walked 
to  his  carriage,  unaided  by  his  crutches,  and  without  experiencing 
pain.  He  was  free  from  suffering,  and  rested  well  during  the  night, 
the  first  sleep  he  had  enjoyed  in  the  early  part  of  the  night  for  three 
weeks. 

No  pain  worthy  of  remark  was  experienced  until  about  5  p.  x. 
the  next  day,  the  usual  time  for  the  return  of  the  painful  paroxysm, 
when  his  sufferings  begun  to  be  somewhat  aggravated,  but  the  sever- 
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itj  toon  pMaed  away,  and  he  rested  till  about  midnight,  when  he  sent 
for  me  to  repeat  the  injection.  Solution  of  the  same  strength  and 
quantity  was  used  as  on  the  2l8t,  after  which  he  soon  fell  into  a 
■oiiiid  sleep.  He  remained  comparatively  free  from  pain  until  the 
CYening  of  the  25th,  when  he  asked  to  have  the  injection  repeated, 
tkoQgli  his  suffering  was  by  no  means  so  intense  as  it  had  previously 
been.  Fifteen  minims  of  solution  of  same  strength  as  had  been  used 
on  tlie  former  occasions,  was  injected,  which  secured  for  the  patient  a 
night  of  refreshing  sleep.  The  following  night  he  slept  in  bed,  with 
littk  or  no  aggravation  of  his  sufferings,  which  he  had  not  done  for 
more  than  two  weeks,  having  found  his  pain  most  tolerable  while 
iwting  opon  his  crutches  during  the  early  part  of  the  night,  and 
galfd  in  a  chair  with  the  painful  limb  elevated,  during  the  latter  portion. 
Alihoogh  the  patient  was  treated  all  the  time  upon  the  ordinary 
remedies,  as  anodynes,  anoilyne  diaphoretics,  and  alkaline  diuretics 
aai  purgatives,  still  no  check  seemed  to  be  put  to  the  disease,  until 
the  patient  was  made  free  from  pain  by  the  first  resort  to  the  subcuta- 
injection ;  and  from  the  time  of  the  second  injection,  convales- 
may  be  said  to  have  been  established,  though  he  was  unable  to 
to  his  business,  which  is  stone-cutting,  for  ten  days  or  more 
after  the  time  of  the  last  injection. 

Case  n. — Mrs.  W.  C,  aged  87,  had  been  under  treatment  forneu- 
nlgia  in  the  left  lower  limb,  for  about  five  days,  without  any  apparent 
cmtive  elfiect  froip  the  use  of  ordinary  remedies. 

Jane  14th. —  Made  subcutaneous  injection  in  the  thigh  of  one-third 
giain  of  snlph.  morphia  in  fifteen  minims  of  water.  Relief  was  almost 
imtantaneoas,  ami  continued  for  about  twenty-four  houre,  when,  at 
the  request  of  the  patient,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  repeat  the  injec- 
tion. Relief  was  afforded  as  before,  and  proved  permanent.  Admin- 
MlerBd,  internally,  quinine  and  iron. 

Case  III. — Convalescent  four  days  from  a  tedious  course  of  inter- 
muent  fever,  Mrs.  M.  W.,  aged  28  years,  assisted  in  scrubbing  the 
loor  on  Saturday  afternoon,  August  11th,  1860.  Some  six  houre 
■ftirwanl,  a  severe  rigor  of  about  eight  hours'  continuance,  set  in,  fol- 
iMred  by  reaction  of  corresponding  seventy,  developing  acute  rheuma- 
tiw  in  the  hip  joint,  involving  the  thigh,  of  the  left  side.  Pulse,  110 
Wi  per  minute. 

Prescribed  hydragogue  cathartic  and  alkaline  diuretic,  with  sulph. 
■orphia  in  one-fourth  g^ain  doses,  to  be  repeated  every  two  houre  until 
t^n  nbsided,  after  the  operation  of  the  cathartic.  Three  doses  of 
tW  aerphia  were  taken  before  relief  was  obtained. 
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Daring  the  next  day  or  two,  the  inflammation  continued  with  little 
abatement,  attended  by  almost  constant,  excruciating  pain,  especiallj 
on  motion,  and  very  perceptible  enlai^gement  of  the  limb.  Feyer  was 
checked  by  the  first  prescription,  which  was  followed  by  quinine  and 
morphia,  with  such  consecutive  treatment  as  seemed  indicated,  inter- 
nally, and  Rogers'  Embrocation  applied  locally. 

14th,  6  A.  M. —  Found  the  patient  much  exhausted  from  having 
spent  most  of  the  previous  night  in  retching  and  vomiting.  Consid- 
erable febrile  excitement  present ;  pulse  120  ;  complained  of  most  excra- 
ciating  pain  in  the  calf  of  the  leg.  Injected  one-third  grain  sulph.  mor- 
phia in  solution  per  hypodermic  method,  which  gave  relief  in  a  very  few 
minutes.  This  injection  was  followed  by  cramping  in  the  stomach, 
which  was  speeiiily  controlled,  however,  by  applications  of  bone- 
radish  leaves  over  the  epigastrium,  with  camphoi-etted  tincture  of 
opium  and  tincture  of  castor  internally  ;  after  which  she  remained  com- 
fortable during  the  day.  Gave  acetate  potass  solution  every  three 
hours. 

15th. —  Had  passed  a  good  night ;  continue<l  prescription.  Abont 
8  p.  M.,  was  called  on  account  of  the  return  of  pain,  now  mostly  referred 
to  the  ankle.  Repeated  the  injection  as  before,  which  gave  relief  in 
five  minutes. 

16th. —  Apparently  much  better  ;  sleep  was  refreshing,  during  which 
there  was  free  perspiration  ;  appetite  much  improved  ;  no  pains  exoepi 
on  moving  the  limb,  which  was  somewhat  diminished  in  size  ;  com- 
posed in  uiind,  aud  quite  cheerful.  C^ontinued  prescription,  and  envel- 
oped the  limb  in  flannel.  Discontinued  the  potass,  and  substitaled 
Seidlitz  powders,  the  former  having  become  irritating  to  the  stomach. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  severe  pains,  situated  just  posteriorly 
to  the  internal  malleolus,  caused  the  patient  to  ask  for  the  injection  to 
be  repeated,  as  the  most  rapid  and  efficient  means  of  procuring  relief. 
During  the  process,  however,  to  the  sore  disappointment  of  the  patient, 
tiie  piston  rod  broke  before  the  injection  was  completed,  and  the  efifeel 
was  but  partial.  Morphia  was  given  per  stomach  in  one-fourth-grain 
doses,  repeated  every  hour  until  pain  subsidcil.  From  this  time  the 
pain  was  not  troublesome,  and  under  treatment  varied  to  meet  present 
{■dicationB,  she  progressed  slowly  but  steadily  to  a  state  of  health. 

Case  IV. —  Mrs.  K.  H.,  resident  of  MassachuHctts,  aged  25,  of  more 

ibw  medium  sise,  fair,  transparent  skin,  light-brown  hair,  and  decid- 

•JHj  nerroos  temperament,  seven  months  advanced  in  her  second  pr^ 

maof  i  has  been  subject  to  hysterical  paroxysms  for  the  last  year  and 

^  half 9  having  been  mndi  more  frequent  during  the  last  year  than  pre- 
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iriomlj.  Daring  this  time  she  had  been  treated  by  three  different 
pfcTMcians  oi  the  ngoUr  profession,  each  of  whom,  after  a  reasonable 
L  had  prononnoed  her  case  ''  incurable  "  by  direct  medication,  and 
the  free  inhalation  of  chloroform  during  the  violence  of  the 
aa  the  only  efficient  means  of  procuring  relief,  and  much 
lion  was  required,  by  the  friends  of  the  patient,  to  induce  her  to 
it  to  a  trial  of  any  other  means.  So  exclusive  was  her  confidence 
IB  the  power  of  chloroform,  that,  during  a  severe  paroxysm,  whidi 
had  continued  for  thirteen  hours  previous  to  my  visiting  her  on  the 
allaraooa  oi  the  26th  November,  six  ounces  of  that  hitherto  all -efficient 
RBedy  had  been  either  inhaled  by  the  patient  or  wasted  about  the 
with  no  other  efiect  than  to  produce  a  continued  state  of  wild- 
When  I  law  her  she  was  suffering  the  more  marked  conditions 
upon  a  paroxysm  of  hysteria,  as  alternate  chillings  and  flash- 
of  heat  upon  the  surface ;  labored  or  obstructed  respiration  ;  fits 
of  Unghtier  and  expressions  of  unnatural  afibction,  alternating  with 
Moaning,  sighs,  disgust  and  tears.  Momentary  spasms  were  present, 
jol  her  most  constant  and  important  symptom  was  intense  pain  refer- 
loi  to  the  cardiac  region. 

Made  subcutaneous  injection  of  three-fourths  grain  of  sulph.  mor^ 
pUa,  in  solution,  into  the  right  arm.     In  about  ten  minutes  all  spasm 
of  the  extremities  and  complaint  of  pain  ceased,  and  in  about  thirty 
Maatev  the  patient  was  in  a  sound  sleep.     She  awoke  after  sleeping 
half  an  hoar.     Still  rather  delirious,  but  free  from  pain.     About  three 
from  the  time  of  the  injections,  her  mind  became  clear,  and  she 
a  tolerably  good  night.     During  the  evening  she  took  food  fre- 
qantly,  with  tincture  of  castor  in  teaspoonful  doses  every  three  hours. 
Saw  the  patient  next  morning  at  9  o-'clock.     Had  eaten  a  reasonable 
hwifiwl  with  good  relish.     Very  cheerful,  and  inclined  to  jesting. 
Gave  iron  and  quinine  in  tonic  doses  ;  also  tincture  of  castor  and 
valerian  every  four  hours.     Left  two  powders  of  sulph.  morphia,  each 
cpataining  about  three-fourths  grain,  to  be  given  in  case  the  pain 
Mmed.     The  pain  returned  at  1  p.  m.,  and  both  powders  having 
Imi  given  without  any  appreciable  effect,  at  3  p.  m.  I  was  called. 
Uf  aa  hoar  later,  I  again  injecte<l  three-fourths  gr^in  sulph.  morphia 
n  lolotion,  which  gave  relief  as  befoixs  but  did  not  induce  sleep.    Dis- 
OMUinued  the  quinine  an<l  iron,  and  gave  a  cathartic  of  calomel  and 
ikm,  to  he  followed  by  castor  oil.     After  the  operation  of  the  cathar- 
tic, the  powdeni  were  to  be  resumetl.     Tincture  continued. 

The  symptoms  which  markeil  the  paroxysms  did  not  return,  but  in 
ImIv  her  stomach  became  rebellious,  obstinately  refusing  all  food  ;  the 
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smallest  quantity  of  any  substance  causing  intense  pain,  immediately 
upon  being  recoived  into  tbat  organ.  This  condition  continued  to 
recur,  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  until  the  first  of  December,  when, 
with  the  intervention  of  uterine  pains,  all  vomiting  and  retching 
ceased.  On  the  evening  of  the  3d,  after  a  labor  of  about  four  hours, 
she  gave  birth  to  a  healthy  male  child,  of  seven  and  a  half  months, 
weighing  five  and  a  half  pounds.  With  the  cessation  of  her  labor, 
terminated  all  her  previous  difficulties. 

Dr.  Butler  read  notes  taken  at  the  post  mortem  examination  of 

W.  J.  L.,  aged  about  60  years,  who  died  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs. 
During  the  latter  months  of  his  life,  for  much  of  the  time  his  circu- 
latory apparatus  presented  the  phenomenon  of  having  but  one  arterial 
pulsation,  as  evidenced  at  the  wrist  in  the  radial  artery,  to  two  pulsa- 
tions of  the  heart.  That  is,  when  the  heart  was  beating  120  times  per 
minute,  the  radial  artery  indicated  but  60  beats  in  the  same  time. 

No  morbid  appearance  was  found  in  the  heart  to  account  for  this 
irregularity,  unless  the  close  adherence  of  the  pericardium  to  the  sur- 
rounding tissues  was  sufficient.  The  cavity  of  the  pericardium,  car- 
diac walls,  and  valves  were  normal. 

Dr.  Butler  also  read  notes  of  a  fatal  case  of  diphtheria  in  a  boj, 
aged  4  years.  This  was  a  case  of  relapse,  which  the  Doctor  saw  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  5th.  But  I ittle^s welling  about  the  throat,  internal 
or  external,  and  exudation  not  extensive.  The  unpleasant  ''symp- 
toms were  drowsiness,  a  slow  pulse,  50  beats  per  minute,  and  bloody 
lymph  dried  upon  the  teeth."  No  urine  had  been  voided  for  thirty- 
six  hours,  and  the  catheter 'inserted  showed  none  in  the  bladder. 

The  Doctor  was  called  again  early  next  morning.  The  patient  had 
rested  well ;  was  still  disposed  to  sleep,  but  easily  aroused ;  no  radial 
pulse ;  heart  beat  irregularly ;  perfectly  rational ;  breathed  easy  ;  still 
no  urine ;  muscular  strength  good  ;  could  not  or  would  not  swallow  ; 
had  a  convulsion  soon  after,  and  died  at  1  o'clock  p.  m. 

Dr.  B.  adds :  "  Death  resulted  from  failure  of  circulation  and  secre- 
tion —  as  evidenced  by  the  arrest  of  the  functions  of  the  kidneys  and 
heart  —  caused  by  the  effect  of  the  morbific  poison  of  the  disease  upon 
the  nerves  of  organic  life." 

It  was  suggested  that  death  was  probably  caused  by  uremia.' 

Dr.  Thomas  was  appointed  essayist,  and  Dr.  Personett  alternate. 
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1.  Society  of  Surgery,  Paris. — ^M.  Bouvier  reported,  in  the  name  of 
Ifirmult,  (D* Angers,)  two  cases  of  traumatic  aneurism,  cured  by 
digital  compression.  The  first  one  was  cured  by  bleeding ;  a  small 
tumor  developed  itself  gi*adually.  The  patient  was  twenty -three  years 
of  age.  Digital  compression  was  made  for  thirty- one  hours,  with  a 
peffect  core.  The  second  was  an  aneurism  of  the  temporal  artery. 
It  was  produced  by  a  chicken,  in  a  subject  nine  years  old.  It 
haA  the  size  of  a  small  nut.  Being  unable  to  make  compression 
between  the  heart  and  the  tumor,  Mirault  established  compression  on 
the  tumor  itself.  It  was  continued  for  eighty-five  hours,  at  different 
tiaiee,  being  interrupted  during  the  night.     A  cure  was  obtained. 

2.  A  Case  of  Cure  of  a  Wound  of  the  Spinal  Marrow, — M.  Prestat 
mpoTttd.  the  following  case :     A.  B.,  fifteen  years  of  age,  received  a 
wound  from  a  knife  in  the  lower  part  of  the  dorsal  region,  and  fell 
down  instantly  ;  he  was  not  able  to  rise,  and  remained  a  long  time  in 
tke  place  where  he  was  wounded.     M.  Prestat  saw  the  patient  four 
houn  afterwards,  and  diagnosed  a  transverse  wound  between  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  dorsal  vertebrae ;  the  knife  had  entered  between  the  ver- 
tebra.    Very  little  blood  escaped,  but  a  large  quantity   of  serous, 
limpid,  colorless  liquid  fiowed  from  it.     The  pulse  was  small,  skin 
cold,  and  the  expression  of  face  very  anxious.     The  mind  was  clear ; 
tbe   nrapiratory  muscles  were  active ;   the  superior  extremities  pre- 
M&ted  nothing  particular.     Vomiting  had  taken  place,  but  there  was 
neither  involuntary  emission  of  urine  nor  defecation.     The  inferior 
citremities  were  paralyzed ;   the  left  one  completely  paralyzed,  the 
Ti^diit  one  less  so.     In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  heat  returned,  the 
piUe  liei^ame  full,  the  patient  was  cathcterized,  and  a  bleeding  of 
WBie  ounces  was  made,  which  was  repeated  the  next  day.     For  sev- 
«il  davs  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  was  demanded.     The  sixth 
•  •tool  was  had  from  a  purgative  injec^tion.     During  this  time  the 
^ound  Lad  not  yet  closed,  and  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  spinal 
^•1  f*capt^.      Finally  the  patient  was  able  to  urinate  at  will,  and 
^  Wound  began  to  cicatrize  ;  some  time  later,  defecation  became  easy. 
*V[4ralygis,  however,  continucil  in  the  lower  extremeties.     Tlie  left 
^  ^^au  to  atroj)hy  ;   it  was  not  so  large  as  the  other.     M.  Prestat 
"?*n  the  oae  of  electricity  about   a  month  after  the   wound  ;    its 
^ioyment  at  first  did  not  produce  any  benefit,  but  at  the  end  of  five 

IT.— 7. 
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or  six  days  contractions  were  produced,  which  became  more  and  moie 
marked.  Sensibility  reappeared  before  mobility.  Finally  a  cure 
was  perfected  slowly,  and  all  traces  of  the  lesion  disappeared. 

3.  Treatment  of  Diphtheria,  Inflammatory  Angina  and  Croup,  by  the 
Perchloride  of  Iron,  by  M.  Aubran. — ^The  author  read  a  paper  with 
the  above  title  at  the  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  December 
7th.  The  following  is  his  plan  of  treatment :  "I  put  from  twenty  to 
forty  drops  of  perchloride  of  iron  into  a  glass  of  cold  water,  according 
to  the  gravity  of  the  disease  and  the  age  of  the  patient.  The  patient 
must  drink  a  swallow  (about  two  dessert  spoonfuls)  every  five 
minutes  while  he  is  awake,  and  every  quarter  of  an  hour  during  sleep. 
Immediately  after  each  dose,  a  swallow  of  cold  milk  without  sugar 
should  be  given.  This  treatment  must  be  continued  with  regularity 
for  several  days,  without  respect  to  sleep  for  the  first  three  days. 
Experience  has  taught  me  that  it  is  only  at  the  end  of  the  third  day 
that  false  membranes  begin  to  soften  and  be  detached.  This  solution 
of  perchloride  of  iron  ought  always  to  be  administered  in  a  glass  or 
porcelain  vessel,  so  as  to  avoid  the  decomposition  which  takes  plaoe 
when  it  comes  in  contact  with  metal.  I  forbid  all  drinks  and  nour- 
ishment susceptible  of  decomposing  the  iron.  In  general,  during  the 
first  three  or  four  days,  I  do  not  give  anything  but  the  solution  of 
perchloride  of  iron  and  cold  milk.  Local  treatment  is  secondary,  and 
may  even  be  entirely  omitted.  The  internal  treatment  is  sufficient  in 
the  greatest  number  of  cases.  Administered  from  the  beginning  of 
the  disease,  this  medication  will  cure  the  oftenest  without  an  opera-* 
tion.  If  the  progress  of  the  croup  is  very  rapid,  or  if  the  medication 
has  not  been  given  until  an  advanced  period  of  the  disease,  trache- 
otomy may  become  necessary,  but  the  perchloride  of  iron  should  be  con- 
tinued, for  it  is  it  alone  which  will  cure.  Of  thirty-nine  cases,  during 
the  first  three  days  thirty -five  have  been  cured  ;  two  cases  only  have 
required  tracheotomy,  from  the  beginning  of  the  treatment.  It  was 
continued  scrupulously,  and  a  cure  resulted  in  the  two  cases,  in  spite 
of  the  gravity  of  the  disease,  as  the  diphtheritic  membrane  had  invaded 
the  bronchia  to  a  great  extent." 

4.  History  of  a  Case  of  Progressiyo  Paralysis,  Localized  in  the  Muscles  of  the 
Tongue,  Pharynx,  and  Orbicularis  Oris  Muscle,  Ending  in  Death.  By  Dr« 
Costilhes,  Physician  to  St.  Lazare  Hospital.  Read  before  the  Medical  Soci- 
ety, Paris. 

The  disease  which  I  am  about  to  describe,  unrecognized  a  short 

time  since,  has  been  the  subject  of  a  very  complete  monograph,  by  M. 

Duchenne,  of  Boulogne.     It  was  in  1853,  for  the  first  time,  that  our 


1861.]  Editorial  Translations.  107 

confrere  had  the  opportunity  of  observing  this  grave  disease,  with 
Prof.  Chomel.  Since  that  time,  fifteen  cases  have  been  studied  by 
him,  in  which  number  the  one  I  am  about  to  describe  is  included. 
However,  1  owe  it  to  truth  to  say  that  Dr.  Dum^nil,  of  Rouen,  pub- 
lished in  the  Gazette  Hehdomadaire  (24th  June,  1859,)  a  histoiy  of  a 
of  paralysis  of  the  tongue,  of  the  veil  of  the  palate,  etc.,  but  it 
complicated  with  a  progressive,  fatty,  muscular  atrophy.  It  was 
a  complicated  case.  The  one  which  I  am  about  to  give  is  not  compli- 
cated ;  it  will  serve  as  a  typcy  and  resembles  those  of  M.  Duchenne  in  all 
points.  Although  this  disease  is  fatally  mortal,  a  day  will  come,  per- 
haps, when  the  diseases  of  the  nervous  centres,  more  known  and  better 
ftndied  at  their  beginning,  will  no  longer  be,  as  at  present,  beyond 
ma  therapeutic  resources. 

Madame  T.,  forty-two  years  of  age,  of  more  than  average  size, 

apparently  possessing  a   good  constitution,  mother   of  two  healthy 

children,  has   been   for  more   than   fifteen  years   a   winder  of  wool 

at  Chantilly.      This  employment,    seemingly,    is   too   severe    for   a 

woman.     In  May,  1858,  she  was  attacked  with  an  intense  opthalmia, 

which    lasted    a   month,    accompanied    by   watering    of    the    eyes. 

Tliis   disease   returned  three  months  afterwards.     Was  this  already 

the  beginning  of  this   grave  disease,  or  the   commencement   of  an 

exopthalmic   cachexia  ?     I  can  not    pay.     She   was   forced    to   quit 

her  business  and  come  to  Paris,  where  she  became  a  laundress.     The 

fnt  symptom  which  astonished  the  patient  was  the  diflficulty  of  deglu- 

titioD,  an<i  not  of  digestion,  as  she  thought.     At  the  same  time,  in 

Jaanary,  1860,  she  was  seized  with  difficulty  in  the  articulation  of 

wordf,  and  with  nasal  articulation.     These  two  phenomena  having 

iacrea^    until    February    15th,    her   husband   became    uneasy   and 

ieeided  to  consult  a  physician.     He  called  on   one  of  the  physicians 

of  the  hospitals,  but  failing  to  examine  her  with  the  care  necessary  for 

wch  tease,  he  contented  himself  with  ordering  two  bottles  of  Seidlitz 

witer,  to  be  taken  in  three  days.     Tlic  fii-st   two  glasses  having  been 

wjw«*d  by  the  nose,  she  refused  to  take  any  more.     It  was  at  that 

^U'»^  Febniarv  18th,  that  her  husband  asked  nic  to  sec  her.     Ihe  fol- 

"^insT  wa.«t  her  condition  :     General   loss   of  flesh  ;   pale,  discolored 

•kin;  ♦.T**fi   prominent,  as   in   the  exopthalmic  cachexia;  face  pale, 

^''*I»ting  the  cheeks,  which  were  slightly  colored.     Her  general  func- 

^'t**  Kwmfd  natural  ;  her  men.ses  were  regular,  habitually.     She  com- 

l"itt»^l  frince  January  (about  six    weeks)  of  an  intense  pain  in  the 

^pot  and   occiput.     When  she  walked,  her  legs  vaccilated.     I  was 

*Vk  with   the   singnlar   attitude   of  the   body.     In   walking,  the 
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patient  forced  herself  to  keep  the  sacro-lumbar  muscles  straight,  by 
holding  her  neck  stiff  behind  while  her  head  fell  over  in  front.  The 
tongue  large  and  flat  ;  it  is  fixed  behind  the  inferior  dentral  arcade.  A 
thick  saliva,  thready  and  abundant,  flows  from  the  mouth.  She  soilfl 
several  handkerchiefs  or  napkins  every  day,  or  fills  a  basin  almost 
entirely  full.  When  she  desii-es  to  speak,  she  talks  through  her  nose 
so  much  that  it  is  difificnlt  to  understand  her,  especially  when  the 
words  commence  with  the  letters  b  and  p  ;  but  on  closing  her  nose, 
she  can  blow  out  tlie  light  of  a  candle  and  articulate  syllables  ;  and  as 
there  is,  really,  with  her  a  deficiency  in  the  contraction  of  the  lips,  she 
can  not  equally  pronounce  the  vowels  o  and  u  ;  she  can  not  whistle. 
She  moves  the  tongue  laterally,  and  depresses  it  with  a  gooil  deal  of 
pain.  She  can  not  cany  the  tongue  towards  the  palate,  even  with 
cveiy  effort ;  the  palatine  letters  can  not  be  pronounced.  The  tongne 
is  sensible  to  the  touch.  The  uvula  is  deviated  to  the  left  side,  but 
the  veil  of  the  palate  is  insensible  to  such  a  degree  that  it  maybe 
touched  without  causing  nausea  ;  deglutition  is  painful  and  difficult ; 
when  she  masticates,  the  alimentary  bolus  remains  between  the  dental 
arches  and  the  cheeks,  and  does  not  pass  to  the  pharynx  to  be  swaU 
lowed.  I  also  noticed  that  there  was  a  certain  interval  between  every 
effort  of  swallowing,  and  that  liquids  often  returned  by  the  nose.  I 
will  add  that  her  sleep  is  disturbed  regularly  by  an  obstinate  cough, 
occasioned,  without  doubt,  by  the  accumulation  of  saliva  in  the  fances, 
as  she  expectorates  a  large  quantity  of  thready  mucus,  which  greatly 
relieves  her.  In  these  paroxysms  of  dyspnoea,  she  feels  as  if  she 
would  die.  Excepting  the  sense  of  taste,  which  is  a  little  blunted, 
the  other  senses  appear  intact.  The  dynamo -muscular  power  is 
diminished  one-half ;  the  urine  is  normal,  and  presents  nothing  on 
analysis,  as  by  heat,  nitric  acid  and  potassa.  Reasoning  from  effect  to 
cause,  I  have  asked  myself  if  it  was  not  a  disease  of  the  spinal  mar- 
row, as  a  tumor  or  an  atrophy  of  this  part.  Unfortunately,  patholog- 
ical anatomy  has  not  yet  enlightened  us  on  the  subject  of  this  affection. 
M.  Duchenne,  of  Boulogne,  who  has  observed  fifteen  such  cases, 
comprising  mine,  has  not  been  able  to  make  an  autopsy.  Whatever 
the  nature  of  the  disease  was,  the  following  treatment  was  carried  out : 
Morning  and  evening  six  grains  of  iodide  potas.  dissolved  in  water; 
an  infusion  of  quassia  was  given  for  some  time,  followed  by  quinine ; 
two  pills  every  second  day,  composed  of  aloes,  calomel  and  jalap ; 
regimen  tonic ;  to  keep  out  of  bed  and  to  take  as  much  exercise  as 
possible  in  her  chamber.  After  four  days  of  this  treatment,  a  sensible 
improvement  was  manifest,  followed  by  a  slight  relapse.     I  then  ap- 
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plkd  a  laige  blister  to  the  nucha,  which  was  kept  open.  Finally,  after 
alternations  from  better  to  worse,  and  having  informed  the  husband  of 
tlw  grave  state  of  his  wife,  I  demanded  a  consultation  with  M.  Du- 
dwnne  (of  Boulogne),  so  as  he  should  make  a  physiological  and  elec- 
trtvphysiological  examination  of  the  muscles  which  preside  over  deglu- 
tition. With  his  electric  apparatus  he  noticed  a  paralysis  of  the 
eieTator  muscles  of  the  tongue  (stylo-glossus),  those  of  the  phaiynx 
and  vefl  of  the  palate.  The  genio-glossus  and  hyoglossus  were  not 
pttialyzed.  The  muscles  of  the  face  and  the  orbicularis  of  the  lips  were 
sensible  to  the  electricity.  We  agreed  to  continue  the  iodide  of  potas.,  ' 
and  to  add  to  it  a  mercurial  preparation  (proto-iodid  hydg.),  if  by  any 
dbaoce  the  disease  might  be  owing  to  a  syphilitic  poisoning.  For  six 
or  seven  days  she  appeared  to  do  well  under  this  new  treatment ;  but 
Teiy  soon  she  wa©  seized  with  paroxysms  of  suffocation,  more  and 
more  intense,  every  time  that  she  swallowed  any  liquid  ;  the  difficulty 
in  articulating  became  more  and  more  marked,  and  during  the  night 
of  April  14th,  1860,  she  died  in  a  syncope,  preserving  her  intelligence 
imdl  her  last  breath. 

6och  is  the  historv  of  a  disease  which,  in  less  than  four  or  five 
months,  and  without  any  known  cause,  produced  the  death  of  our  pa- 
timt  in  a  syncope  occasioned  either  from  deficient  nourishment  or  from 
ibe  weakness  resulting  from  the  expectoration  of  so  great  a  quantity 
of  saliva.  This  last  cause,  upon  which  M.  Duchenne  has  not  peihaps 
insisted  sufficiently,  is  capable  of  hastening  the  fatal  end. 

This  affection  differs  essentially  from  general  progressive  paralysis. 
This  latter,  whirh  we  often  see,  advances  slowly  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  and  is  much  more  frequent ;  while  progressive  paralysis 
locsJized  tenninates  fatallv  in  a  variable  time,  from  five  months  to 
three  years  at  most,  the  longest  time  which  M.  Duchenne  has  observed 
willioat  any  sign  presenting  itself  which  could  enable  him  to  foresee 
ihs  imminence  of  this  cruel  disease,  on  this  occasion.  I  will  only  say, 
Ast,  according  to  M.  Baillarger,  the  delirium  of  great  men,  and  that  of 
hrpochondriacs,  can,  a  long  time  before  it  breaks  out,  enable  us  to 
progDo>ticatc  general  progressive  paralysis.  Even  more :  M.  Briero 
4s  B«>iftmont.  from  numerous  observations,  and  from  certain  perver- 
MBK  of  the  moral  and  affective  faculties,  has  Wn  able  to  foresee  its 
immioeoce  six  or  seven  years  before  the  explosion  of  the  insanity.  As 
ici^rds  the  diagnosis,  1  will  remark  that  this  paralytic  affection  of  the 
movtli  has  been  treated  by  the  most  distingui.shed  physicians  either  for 
■  stomatitis  or  angina,  or  a  pharyngitis,  and  yet  a  simple  local  exami- 
L,  aidsd  hj  an  electro-physiological  examination,  of  the  muscles 
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which  preside  over  deglutition,  would  have  dissipated  all  errors  in  the 
diagnosis. 

I  should  like  to  say  a  word  as  to  the  seat  and  nature  of  this  disease, 
but  in  the  absence  of  necroscopic  examination,  hypotheses  alone  being 
advanced,  I  believe  it  more  prudent  not  to  hazard  any  opinion  before 
pathological  anatomy  shall  have  spoken.  The  injured  nerves  appear 
to  be  the  great  hypoglossus,  the  motor  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  which 
is  distributed  to  the  palate,  the  motor  fillets  of  the  orbicularis  oris,  and 
perhaps  the  pneumogastric,  according  to  M.  Duchenne.  As  to  the 
treatment,  we  may  consider  all  the  means  which  have  been  used  as 
negative,  even  the  local  farcuiizcUion,  which,  as  the  other  agents  em- 
ployed, seemed  to  have  produced,  in  almost  all  cases,  an  amelioration 
which  did  not  continue. 
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Boston,  Mass.,  January  9,  1861. 

Messrs.  Editors: — The  repoit  of  the  City  Registrar,  Mr.  Apo- 
lonio,  for  the  year  1859,  has  just  been  issued  in  a  neat  pamphlet  form, 
and  I  find  the  statistics  arranged  and  discussed  in  a  thorough  and  con- 
clusive manner.  Some  items  from  this  report  may  not  be  uninteresting 
to  your  many  readers. 

The  number  of  children  born  during  the  year  1859  was  5,895,  an 
increase  of  298  over  the  previous  year.  For  the  last  live  years,  the 
average  hofi  been  about  5,822.  The  births  were  in  the  ratio  of  one  in 
30.53,  according  to  the  estimated  population  ;  while  in  Philadelphia, 
for  the  same  year,  the  births  were  in  the  ratio  of  one  in  every  38.48. 
The  number  of  males  born  exceeded  the  females  by  only  107.  Fewer 
births  occurred  in  the  spring  months,  while  the  largest  number  occuried 
during  the  autumnal  months.  The  number  of  twin  births  was  36,  three 
less  than  were  returned  the  previous  year.  In  fifteen  instances,  both 
children  were  females  ;  in  thirteen,  both  were  males  ;  in  the  remaining 
eight  cases,  there  was  one  of  each  sex.  Of  the  parents  of  the  children 
bom  last  year,  only  1,725  fathers  and  1,414  mothers  were  bom  in  the 
United  States.  The  number  of  colored  children  born  was  46,  an  in- 
crease of  22  over  the  previous  year.  Still  the  mortality  of  this  class 
of  our  population  has  been,  for  the  last  five  yearn,  largely  in  advance 
of  the  births,  the  number  of  the  latter  being  183,  during  this  period, 
while  the  deaths  have  been  325.  It  is  evident  that  this  race  among  ns 
is  doomed  to  a  speedy  extinction,  unless  sustained  by  outside  acces- 
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lions.  Ward  Two  is  the  most  prolific  of  children  ;  and  another  cori- 
oai  fact  is  that,  although  exposed  to  the  most  of  onr  "  east  winds/' 
H  if  the  healthiest  ward  of  the  whole,  according  to  the  population. 
Old  the  deaths  from  phthisis  are  lees  than  in  any  other  ward,  with  the 
exception  of  Wards  FoHr,  Five  and  Nine,  the  least  populous  of  the 
twdve  wards.  292  still-births  were  reported,  177  males  and  104 
iemales. 

Daring  the  year  1859,  there  were  married  2,481  couples,  an  increase 
ofer  1858  of  326  couples.     Still  it  is  647  less  than  the  number  mar- 
iwd  in  1854,  when  the  population  was  at  least  20,000  less  than  its 
present  estimation.     During  the  period  of  the  last  five  years,  the  num- 
ber o{  Jirtt  marriages  of  both  sexes  has  regularly  decreased,  while  the 
m<md  marriages  have  remained  about  the  same.     From  these  facts, 
tad  others,  the  Registrar  draws  an  unfavorable  influence  in  regard  to 
tke  morals  of  the  city.     Of  the  grooms,  only  10.60  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  nnmber  were  bom  in  Boston,  and  of  the  brides,  only  14.87  per 
eau.    The  number  of  instances  in  which  Boston-born  grooms  married 
otj  brides  was  only  115.     The  number  of  grooms  born  in  the  United 
8lite«  was  44.21  per  cent.,  and  of  brides  42  per  cent.     There  were 
IJM  foreign-bom  grooms,  an  increase  of  192  over  the  previous  year ; 
ttdilso  1,439  foreign  brides,  with  the  same  increase  of  192.     There 
were  52  male  minors  married,  the  youngest  a  lad  of  16  to  a  lass  of  the 
•MM  tge.     There  were  58  females  married  under  18,  seven  of  the 
Mmber  being  only  15  years  of  age.     One  miss  of  17  wedded  a  ripened 
■sn  of  58.     Several  other  cases  arc  given  of  nearly  like  extremes.    One 
bride  of  25  was  borne  off  a  willing  captive  by  a  juvenile  groom,  who 
bid  long  before  seen  his  three-score  years  and  ten.     Some  brides  were 
^gehr  in  the  ascending  scale  of  years  over  their  **  lords."     There  were 
S7  colored  couples  married,  and  in  11  instances  the  grooms  were  col- 
<*ai  and  the  brides  white.     One  couple  were  deaf  mutes.     One  lady 
^'w  led  to  the  altar  for  the  fourth  time. 

Tbe  nnmbcT  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  3,738, 102  less  than  in  1858. 
F«  tbe  last  ten  years  the  numl)er  of  deaths  has  decreased,  which  may 
»  owing  in  part  to  the  excellence  of  our  sanitary  police.     The  average 
•f«  of  the  deceased  was  23.77  years.     The  average  age  of  those  native- 
born  was  29.28,  and  of  foreign-born  20.78.     The  number  of  colored 
^b»  was  58  ;  average  age  is  26.77,  three  years  above  the  average  of 
tbe  whites.     Among  the  most  prominent  causes  of  death,  I  will  name 
a  few :  there  were  143  deaths  from  accidents ;  apoplexy,  55  ;  cancer,  46; 
cMera  infantum,  243 ;  consumption,  739,  or  19.77  per  cent,  of  the 
■ortalitj  from  all  caoses — 309  were  males,  and  430  females  ;  convul- 
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sions,  68  ;  croup,  84  ;  dropKy,  103  ;  dropsy  of  the  brain,  154  ;  typhus 
fever,  74 ;  scarlatina,  142 ;  pneumonia,  191 ;  small-pox,  156,  etc. 
There  were  23  deaths  from  premature  births.  August  and  September 
seemed  the  most  fatal  months  to  children. 

A  State  law  went  into  effect  in  June  last,  requiring  physiciana  to 
certify  as  to  the  cause  of  death.  This  will  make  future  reports  more 
authentic. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Rainsford  Island  Hospital, 
just  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  states  that  the  whole  number  of 
patients  treated  during  the  year  was  968,  of  which  158  were  for  small- 
pox. There  wei-e  92  deaths.  From  the  unusual  number  of  cases  of 
delirium  ti*cmens,  the  physician  finds  unmistakable  evidences  of  drmjf 
poison,  and  suggests  the  necessity  of  some  legal  enactment  to  prevent 
adulteration,  if  the  sale  of  liquors  is  to  be  continued. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  New  England  Historio-Genealogical 
Society,  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis  was  elected  President,  with  Vice  and 
Honorary  Vice  Presidents  from  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

A  new  Obstetrical  Society  is  about  being  formed  in  this  city. 

An  Infant  Nursery  has  been  opened  within  a  few  days,  for  the  cars 
of  infants  of  poor  mothers,  who  are  obliged  to  go  out  to  service  during 
the  day.  The  children  are  carried  to  the  institution  in  the  morning  by 
their  mothers,  and  arc  left  till  night,  when  ihey  i-eturn  to  claim  them. 
Competent  nurses  act  us  custodians  during  the  day. 

Scarlatina  is  rather  prevalent  now,  with  some  cases  of  mild  diph- 
theria. Tracheotomy  is  growing  more  in  favor  in  croup,  from  the 
success  it  is  now  meeting.  b. 


*•»  ■ 


St.  Pacl,  Ind.,  December  21,  1860. 
Messrs.  Editors  : — In  your  September  number,  page  612,  No.  14 
Editorial  Selections,  is  a  case  **  by  W.  Thomas,  M.D.,  from  the  Lon- 
don Lancet,"  of  a  foetus,  at  birth,  being  completely  enveloped  in  an 
impervious  sac,  which  required  rupturing  to  disengage  the  placenta 
and  fcetus  ;  which  is  of  course  extremely  unusual,  yet  a  similar  case 
occurred  in  this  vicinity,  in  1858.  Mrs.  H.,  aged  25,  in  her  fourth 
accouchement,  gave  birth  to  a  female  child,  after  a  protracted  labor  of 
twelve  hours,  the  child  and  placenta  being  completely  enveloped  in  a 
sac  of  such  elasticity  as  to  require  the  use  of  a  cutting  instrument  to 
rupture  it.  During  the  latter  portion  of  gestation,  tlie  mother  was 
unusually  troubled  with  sickness  of  the  stomach,  and  during  labor 
excessively  so.  The  mother  and  child  both  did  well,  and  are  atill 
living.  A.  L.  UkderwoOd. 


1861,]  Correipandenee.  113 


Errata  in  Prof.  Delamatar't  Lett  Article. 


Me88RS.  Editorb: — I  beg  to  say  to  the  readers  of  jour  journal,  that 
hy  aceideDt  the  correctious  which  I  wished  to  make  in  the  section  of  mj 
lieposition  for  the  Fisher  Case,  which  was  published  in  the  number 
for  December,  did  not  reach  the  editor  until  after  that  number  was 
printed  ;  and  that  I  deem  them  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  for  an 
anmta.     The  following  are  the  principal  changes  proposed,  yiz.: 

On  p.  322  strike  out  all  of  the  text  from  the  end  of  the  8th  to  the 

middle  of  the  22nd  line  from  the  top,  ending  with  the  word  deprived, 

mmd  read  instead,  **  Such  a  view  of  the  modes  of  uterine  action  seems 

to  be  confirmed  by  critical  observations  made  by  John  Christie,  M.D., 

aad  published  in  the  Ediidmrgh  Medical  Journal  for  December,  1858. 

I  qvole  from  the  Briiiih  and  Foreign  Med.-Chir,  lUview,  January, 

1868,  New  York  issue :  '  The  mode  in  which  the  uterus  acts  to  expel 

tke  ^ild  is  still  a  subject  of  controversy.     Dr.  Christie,  who  has 

Bade  Bsmeroua  careful  observations  during  labor,  by  keeping  a  finger 

ia  the  OS  uteri,  the  other  hand   on  the  fundus  externally,  denies  alto- 

frther  the  aocnracy   of  Wigand's  view,  adopted  by  E.  Rigby  and 

Tyler  Smith.     He  denies  also  the  peristaltic  nature  of  the  contraction. 

He  itys  that  the  whole  organ  is  in  contraction  simultaneously.     So 

fitf  from  the  contraction  beginning  at  the  cervix,  as  Wigand  says,  Dr. 

Ckristie  describes  as  follows  the  order  of  events  that  constitute  a  true 

piia :  First,  the  fundus  contracts ;  secondly,  the  contraction,  which 

erenr  in.stant  becomes  stronger  in  the  fundus,*  passes  into  the  body 

of  Um  Bterus  ;  thirdly,  terminates  by  becoming  manifest  in  the  cervix. 

Coiaeidently  with  the  beginning  contraction  of  the  fundus  uteri,  the  bag 

^  aembranes  begins  to  be  distended  ;  and  this,  wrongly  construed,  it 

*  vkich  made  Wigand  and  others  to  imagine  that  the  head  at  first 

n***.    This,  Dr.  Chriiitie  says,  can  not  occur,  because  the  persisting 

cvMnctioD  of  the  fundus  presses  the  head  down.' 

''Coinciding  with  Dr.  Christie's  observations  on  the  mode  of  uterine 
OQitraction  in  labor,  are  some  observations  made  by  myself  in  reaction 
^  tk  organ  after  extreme  inertia  with  flooding ;  the  hand  being  intro- 
^oedaad  retained  within  it  until  its  reaction  was  established.  In  all 
<W  iDKUaces  the  reaction,  when  it  took  place,  was  sudden,  always 
riauiLucing  at  the  fundus  and  extending  successively  to  the  body  and 
*ek«  in  gndi  a  manner  that  every  part  of  the  organ  was  rapidly 
bro^^  into  simnltaiieous  action.  And  furthermore,  in  a  pretty 
pnetioe  of  midwifery  for  a  period  of  fifty-four  years,  I  have 


I 
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had  occasion,  in  numerous  instances,  to  introduce  the  hand  within  the 
uterus  in  all  practicable  circumstances,  without  ever  once  perceiving 
anything  like  a  vermicular  or  peristaltic  action  in  the  movements  of 
that  organ.  I  feel,  therefore,  a  strong  conviction  that  Dr.  GhriBtie't 
views,  as  above  quoted,  are  entirely  just. 

"It  is  to  be  specially  noted  that  in  the  process  of  inversion,  from 
the  moment  that  the  fundus  is  fully  depressed  into  the  body,  it  has, 
itself,  become  passive  in  regard  to  its  further  intrusion  within  that 
organ;  from  that  moment  the  uterus  must  be,  in  reference  to  any 
power  to  urge  the  intruding  body  onward,  as  if  wholly  devoid  of  its 
fundus." 

On  p.  827  strike  out  all  after  the  woxdi  fibres,  in  the  8th  line  from  the 
top,  terminating  with  the  word  side,  in  the  11th  line  from  the  top» 
and  insert,  "  attached  by  one  of  their  several  extremities  at  the  neck, 
and  by  the  other  to  different  points  of  the  organ,  above  as  high  m 
the  fundus,  and  perhaps  to  the  top  of  the  fundus  itself." 

On  p.  328  strike  out  all  beginning  with  the  word  and,  in  the  11th 
line  from  the  top,  and  terminating  with  the  word  viscera,  in  the  2l0t 
line  from  the  top. 

After  the  words  Quaekenbtish's  Hypothesis,  21st  line,  read  as  e 
foot  note,  "  Which  see  in  the  number  of  this  journal  for  November, 
p.  279." 


■      •! 


Uterine  Hflomorrhage. 

Messrs.  Editors. — In  a  recent  number  of  your  valuable  journal  I 
noticed  a  case  of  post-partum  uterine  haemorrhage,  by  Greorge  Menden- 
hall,  M.D.,  of  Cincinnati,  which  i*eminds  me  of  a  remedy  I  have  long 
been  in  the  habit  of  using  in  all  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage,  whether 
from  abortion  or  from  placenta  praevia,  or  from  whatever  cause,  when- 
ever it  has  assumed  the  passive  form.  In  all  these  cases  the  flooding  is 
kept  up  from  atony  of  the  uterine  vessels,  and  hence  the  first  object  of 
the  practitioner  should  be  to  restore  the  healthy  tone  to  the  weakened 
vessels.  With  this  object  in  view,  I  havcj  for  some  years  past,  resorted 
to  the  use  of  sulphate  of  quinia  in  brandy,  as  soon  as  the  pulse  begins 
to  flutter,  or  evidence  is  given  of  approaching  syncope.  Formerly,  I 
have  used  the  pulv.  opii  and  acet.  plumbi,  in  these  cases,  and  I  believe 
without  doing  injury  ;  but  for  quite  a  number  of  years  I  have  given  the 
quinine  the  preference  as  being  more  safe,  and  ceitainly  more  efficient. 
In  regard  to  the  mode  of  administration  little  need  be  said.     It  may 
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W  given  in  doses  of  two  or  three  grains  in  half  an  onncSe  of  brandy, 

ad  repeated  every  ten  or  fifteen  minates,  until  reaction  is  produced  and 

tti hemorrhage  is  arrested.     In  connection  with  this  a  few  spoonfuls 

of  diicken  tea,  or  other  weak  animal  broth  (deprived  of  fat),  will  add 

gretdj  to  the  comfort,  and  expedite  the  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Truly  yours,         L.  A.  Hamilton. 
Chautoh,  O. 


^txUvi%  and  ^t^XUt%. 

MtdUa;  or,  Note-book  of  Medical  Principles.  Being  a  concise  Syl- 
hboi  of  Etiology,  Semeiology,  General  Pathology,  Nosology  and  General 
TWnpenties,  with  a  Glossary.  For  the  use  of  Students.  By  Hbnbt  Habts- 
IMSI,  A.M^  MJ).,  Prof,  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Med- 
inl  Dtpariment  of  Pennsylvania  College,  etc.,  etc.  Philadelphia:  J.  B. 
lippiaeoa  &  Co.    1860. 

lUs  is  a  little  work  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  pages,  which  fulfills 
iD  tbe  author  claims  for  it,  in  letter  and  spirit.  He  tells  us  in  the 
inboe  that  "  it  aspires,  therefore,  only  to  a  position  intermediate  be- 
tVMii  the  professor's  skeleton  synopsis,  or  syllabus,  and  the  elabo- 
ate  treatise  or  text-book.  The  opinion  may,  however,  be  candidly 
tzpressed,  that  there  is  a  need  rather  for  email  than  large  books,  for 
tW  itodent's  use  during  the  over-busy  period  of  his  attendance  upon 

Ii  this  latter  opinion  we  entirely  agree,  and  with  this  view  and 
ifUon,  the  book  will  be  prized  by  all  students,  but  especially  by 
tkat  who  attend  the  course  of  the  author.  The  book  is  divided  into 
fcsr  pirts,  devoted  to  as  many  subjects,  as  follows  :  Etiology,  Seme- 
»logy,  General  Pathology,  Nosology,  General  Therapeutics.  Under 
^^  various  heads  the  author,  on  every  page,  gives  evidence  of  being 
Aioiad  Pathologist,  an  able  practitioner,  and  a  man  well  acquainted 
•Wi  eTerything  connected  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  science 
^  srt  of  medicine.  The  part  devoted  to  general  therapeutics  is 
•■pitially  deserving  of  attention.  The  author  is  no  extremist,  and  is 
^frem  the  evil  and  error  of  so  many  pathologists  —  of  being  led 
**ij  by  a  single  theory  or  idea. 

We  thonld  be  glad  to  give  our  readers  some  extracts  from  the 
^^  but  space  prevents.  We  can  not,  however,  resist  giving  the 
chnag  naxims  of  the  book. 

*•  1.  All  pathology  is  but  the  physiology  of  organic  perturbations. 
^  Sev«  tateriere  actively  in  disease  without  a  distinct  object.    3.  Act 
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only  on  scientific  reason,  or  well-defined  experience.  4.  Treat  tlie 
cause  of  the  disease  whenever  it  is  possible.  5.  Watch  always,  and 
treat,  when  requisite,  the  conditions  of  the  patient.  6.  Avoid  esp^ 
cially  routine  treatment  according  to  the  names  of  diseases.  7.  Uae 
no  violence  with  self-limited  diseases.  I  believe  that  a  sound  '  theoiy 
of  medicine '  may  be  expressed  in  a  single  paragraph,  thus  :  Physio- 
logical optimism  is  the  aggregate  tendency  of  all  the  forces  of  the 
living  organism  under  the  controlling  influence  of  the  viUU  force.  But 
the  best  possible  result,  in  a  given  case,  may,  from  its  conditions  and 
cir^mstanceSf  fall  far  short  of  health.  Medicine,  then,  is  to  furnish  or 
supply  those  conditions  which  under  natural  laws  allow  or  promote  the 
best  result." 

We  cordially  recommend  this  book  to  all  students  of  medicine,  and 
we  feel  sure  that  it  will  not  be  read  by  practitioners  without  benefit 
The  paper  and  printing  are  excellent,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  pablishen. 

For  sale  by  Rickey,  Mallory  &  Co.,  Cincinnati.    Price  75  eta. 


Introductory  Lecture  on  the  Opening  of  the  Session  of  1860-1,  in  the  Medkal 
Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylyania.  'Delivered  October  8,  I860,  by 
Joseph  Carson,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy.  Pub- 
lished by  the  Class. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  lecture  above  the  ordinary  average  of  sncli 
productions.  It  is  chiefly  taken  up  with  advice  to  the  class  as  to  the 
necessity  and  method  of  study. 

Quackery  Unmasked;  or,  a  Consideration  of  the  most  Important  Empirical 
Schemes  of  the  Present  Time,  with  an  Enumeration  of  some  of  the  Canaea 
which  Contribute  to  their  Support.  By  Dan  King,  M.D.  ;  Fellow  of  the  BCaa- 
sachusetts  Medical  Society,  etc.,  etc.  New  Edition.  New  York :  &  Sw  and 
W.  Wood,  Publishers. 

This  is  a  book  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  pages.  Ita  title  raf- 
ficicntly  exposes  the  objects  of  the  author.  It  is  written  for  the  public, 
and  is  intended  to  counteract  and  remove  the  erroneous  opinions  of 
that  portion  of  people  who  follow  the  various  systems  of  quackery. 
The  author  we  judge  to  be  a  man  of  learning  and  ability »  and  we 
regret  that  he  should  have  wastecl  his  time.  There  is  a  large  nomba 
of  people  who  like  to  bo  deluded  ;  they  can  not  understand  the  truth ; 
nay,  more,  devoid  of  common  sense,  they  are  unable  to  appreciate  it  in 
others.  They  realize  and  prove  the  truth  of  Dean  Swift's  definition 
of  happiness,  viz. :  **  True  happiness  consists  in  being  well  deceived." 
The  only  way  to  treat  thom  is  to  let  them  alone,  and  to  refuse  all  dia- 
cossion  with  them.  Every  man  in  our  profession  can  do  much  better 
by  trying  to  elevate  the  profession,  in  supporting  the  code  of  ethics^ 
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the  standard  of  medical  education,  and  endeavoring  to  keep 

ktauielf  on  a  level  with  the  progress  of  the  science,  than  writing  books 
fer  quacks,  or  people  who  follow  them. 

For  sale  by  Robert  Clarke  <&  Co.,  Cincinnati.     Price  75  cents. 


Mm  htrttdmeimy  Lecture^  Delivered  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  Session 
lWO-1,  by  H.  B.  Wright,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics. 

After  ten  years  of  retirement,  (we  suppose  we  do  not  stretch  the 

tnitb  when  we  say,  involuntary , )  we  have  this  lecture  as  the  first  word 

from  Prof.  Wright.     Ten  years  is  a  good  deal  in  a  doctor's  life, 

wbea  we  consider  that  the  average  of  a  physician's  life  is  only  forty- 

Ive.    The  most  of  physicians  leam  a  good  deal  in  ten  years.     The 

aotbor  of  this  lecture,  we  must  say,  judging  altogether  from  this  pro- 

dictioa,  fails  to  give  evidence  of  having  strengthened  his  mind,  either 

bj  oUervation  or  reading.     We  must  say  that  wc  expected  something 

difcvnt  from  one  who  had  been  ten  years  on  the  retired  list.     The 

kcCnre   is    made   up   of  commonplace   generalities,  the   author  an- 

MaciDg  at  the  start  that  he  did  not  propose  to  confine  himself  to 

**ttT  Iraach  or  special  subject  in  medicine." 

h  kaji  been  difficult  for  us  to  understand  how  the  lecturer  was  equal 
U>  tbe  task  of  delivering  some  passages,  as  the  following :  "  But 
vIkh  you  have  before  you  an  institution  that  has  long  withstood 
tWuMults  of  enemies,  and  blunted  the  tooth  of  malice  as  it  was 
fiAvibg  into  her  vitals,  and  she  still  stands  forth  in  full  propor- 
te)t.  with  all  the  majesty  of  conscious  power,  why  will  you  not  unite 
J<iBi  vWtiny  with  hers,  and  look  into  the  far  future  without  dismay  V* 
TV  ianr»rent  students,  we  presume,  did  not  know  that  the  Professor 
■poki*  from  sober,  if  not  bitter  experience ;  that  the  school  has  had  no 
■ore  Litter  or  unrelenting  enemy  for  ten  years  than  this  same  Prof, 
^n^t.  He  opposed  the  school  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and,  if 
••  ire  uol  mistaken,  his  former  curses,  like  chickens,  are  coming 
koBie  to  rootit.  We  pass  on  to  the  following :  **  During  this 
pcri'^l,  mhile  outside  opposition  was  loud,  active  and  malignant,  all 
vtttJi  wa!>  peace,  union,  energy  ;  and  with  such  combination  at  the 
f^hX  time,  there  can  be  no  such  word  as  fail."  The  Professor 
tni»ie».  we  should  say,  to  the  time  when  he  held  a  place  in  the  school. 
it  jj*  ^uql^i>iing  to  many  in  the  profession,  in  this  city  and  surround- 
iag  ctjQAtry,  to  hear,  or  even  to  read,  such  effrontery.  Tlie  truth  is, 
l^nv  watf  no  peace  in  the  school  during  the  whole  ten  years  that  our 
ketuvr  wai  in  it,  and  for  this  reason,  in  addition  to  others,  the  Board 
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of  Trustees  gave  bim  leave  to  retire.     The  declarations  of  some  of  Us 
former  colleagnes  to  this  effect  are  known  to  not  a  few  in  this  city. 

Two  or  three  pages  of  the  lecture  are  taken  up  with  a  eulogy  of 
Professors  Drake,  Harrison,  Shotwell  and  Locke,  former  colleagues  of 
the  lecturer.  It  would  have  been  well  for  the  reputation  of  the  Pro- 
fes^r,  in  the  estimation  of  those  who  are  familiar  with  his  course  to 
those  deceased  colleagues,  if  he  had  omitted  all  mention  of  thdir 
names.  Probably  these  brief  notices  of  them  may  be  some  slig^ 
atonement  on  his  part  for  past  offences  against  them  during  their 
lives.     We  hope  so. 

We  come,  however,  to  a  very  refreshing  passage  :  "  By  the  nnion 
of  the  College  and  Hospital  much  good  was  anticipated,  and  mndi 
has  been  accomplished."  It  is  only  necessary  for  us  to  state,  what 
is  known  to  all,  that  for  ten  years  this  consistent  gentleman  hss 
been  trying  to  sever  the  connection  between  the  College  and  the 
Hospital;  he  has  lobbied  in  the  Legislature,  in  the  City  Council; 
he  has  denounced  the  connection  in  the  public  journals,  in  medical 
meetings,  and  even  on  the  stump,  during  the  late  gubernatorial  can- 
vass of  the  State.  For  ten  years  he  thought  the  medical  control  exer- 
cised by  the  College  over  the  Commercial  Hospital  was  "  a  blind,  mis- 
guided and  destructive  monopoly;"  now  that  he  has  become  a  Pro- 
fessor again  in  the  College,  he  thinks  "  much  good  has  been  accom- 
plished "  in  the  Hospital  by  the  College. 

Our  space  will  not  allow  us  to  follow  out  general  thoughts  sug- 
gested by  this  lecture.  One  thing  we  are  sure  of,  after  reading  it : 
that  "  honesty  is  the  best  policy  ;"  that  the  cunning  trickster,  and  he 
who  lives  on  sham  and  deception,  will  surely  live  to  find  his  life 
worse  than  vanity. 


>m  • 


Early  Pregnancy, — A  case  is  related  by  Dr.  Blane,  of  "a  girl 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  (not  married,) — she  had  no  appearance 
of  puberty ;  no  mammaj  ;  pubic  region  that  of  a  little  girl ;  vulva 
more  spare  than  I  ever  knew  in  any  case  ;  and  yet  she  was  delivered, 
after  a  natural  labor  of  four  hours,  of  a  fine  healthy-looking  boy, 
weighing  nearly  ten  pounds.  Tlie  child  has,  of  course,  to  be  nour- 
ished artificially. — Transact,  State  Medical  Society  ofN,  J. 
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The  Commercial  Hospital  of  Cincinnati. — A  movement  is  now  on 
foot  to  sever  the  connection  existing  between  this  Hospital  and  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio.    When  the  Legislature  granted  the  charter  to 
Iht  College,  it  also  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Faculty  to  render  all  medi- 
cal and  surgical  service  to  the  Hospital,  for  which  the  Faculty  had 
power  to  introduce  students  to  witness  treatment  and  operations.    The 
'College  has  therefore  had  exclusive  medical  control  of  the  Hospital. 
For  aome  years,  much  dissatisfaction   has    been   expressed  at  this 
anmiigement;  both  in  and  out  of  the  profession.     It  has  been  deemed 
to  be  a  monopoly,  unjust  to  the  profession,  to  the  Hospital,  and  inju- 
rioQs  to  the  College ;  while  the  City  Council  has  been,  and  is  still, 
«fpoted  to  erecting  a  new  hospital  building,  so  long  as  the  College 
condmies  to  exercise  its  present  power. 

8ome  years  since,  the  (then)  Faculty  of  the  College  conceded  the 
Ti|^t,or  privilege,  to  the  Directors  of  the  City  Infirmary,  to  sell  tickets 
to  tke  clinical  lectures  to  students  of  other  schools.  The  Directors 
nitiBiied  'to  exercise  this  grant  until  the  beginning  of  the  medical 
tonne  of  this  winter,  when  they  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  by  an 
itJQBction  g^nted  by  the  Superior  Court,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
(went  Faculty  of  the  College. 

Ik  students  of  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
Aotfore,  petitioned  the  City  Council  for  relief,  or,  in  other  words, 
••bd  the  Council  to  grant  them  the  privilege  of  attending  the  clinical 
«wne  at  the  Hospital.  This  petition  was  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, whose  printed  report  we  have  before  us.  The  report  was 
•iopted  by  the  Council,  as  also  a  resolution  authorizing  the  City  Soli- 
Qtor  to  urge  the  Legislature  to  sever  the  connection  existing  between 
■•College  and  Hospital,  and  place  the  Hospital  imder  the  exclusive 
WtttPol  of  the  city.  We  heartily  endorse  the  report  and  the  resolution. 
**  idea  and  necessity  of  having  clinical  lectures  delivered  in  the  Hos- 
pW  to  all  students,  of  every  school,  is  fully  and  ably  set  forth  in  the 
i«poit 

Tke  pretsent  Hospital  was  originated  by  the  late  Dr.  Daniel  Drake, 
*ko  tiso  applied  for  the  charter  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  The 
WisJtture  no  doubt  performed  a  wise  act,  at  that  time,  both  for  the 
Hoipital  and  College,  in  giving  the  medical  and  surgical  service  to 
^  Pacolty  of  the  College.    In  1821,  when  the  Hospital  was  incorpo- 
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rated,  Cincinnati  was  a  very  small  town,  and  the  profession  was  also 
small  and  unable  to  attend  the  Hospital  without  compensation.  But 
now,  in  1860,  matters  have  changed  in  several  respects.  We  have  m 
large  profession,  many  of  which  are  well  qualified  to  take  chai^  of 
the  Hospital,  and  are  willing  to  do  so.  At  present  the  exclusive  mod- 
ieal  control  of  the  Hospital  is  a  huge  monopoly,  inconsistent  with  the 
spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  insulting  and  grievous  to  the  profession. 
It  is  a  monopoly,  for  the  reason  that  the  profession  who  are  tax-payers 
in  the  city  are  excluded,  and  impliedly  are  told  that  there  is  no  one  in 
their  ranks  equal  to  the  task  of  attending  it.  Still  more,  it  is  a  mo* 
nopoly  in  that  men  are  brought  to  the  city  and  elected  Professors,  and 
become  immediately  physicians  to  the  Hospital,  an  institution  to  whidi 
they  have  never  paid  one  cent  of  tax.  That  such  men  arc  better  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  than  those  who  enjoy  the  confidence  of  onr  first 
citizens,  is  not  for  one  moment  to  be  supposed.  As  an  instance  in 
point,  two  members  of  the  present  Faculty  are  not  residents  of  tlio 
pity,  and  another  one  has  never  practiced  medicine  ;  so  that  we  hsTS 
four  physicians  only  to  attend  such  a  large  establishment  as  the  Com- 
mercial Hospital.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  this  Faculty  has  to 
give  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  school  during  the  session,  attend 
the  Hospital — and  every  intelligent  physician  is  aware  how  mucli  time 
is  required,  if  the  service  is  well  done, —  and  after  this,  attend  to  their 
private  patients.  Will  any  one  say  that  any  set  of  men  are  eqnal  to 
this  ?  We,  for  one,  speak  from  experience,  and  say  they  are  not. 
We  had  occasion  to  express  the  same  opinions,  some  two  years  ago, 
in  this  journal.  We  favor  the  separation  of  the  Hospital  from  the 
College,  for  the  reason  that  the  City  Council  will  not  erect  a  new  bmld- 
ing  until  the  Hospital  is  placed  under  its  control.  We  do  not  think 
there  is  any  one  who  will  say  that  a  new  building  is  not  imperatively 
demanded.  We  think  every  Hospital  should  have  its  medical  staff 
unconnected  with  any  or  all  schools. 

We  propose,  that  the  control  of  the  College  shall  be  removed  by  the 
Legislature,  and  that  it  shall  be  placed  under  a  board  of  six  or  nine 
Governors,  to  be  appointed  by  the  City  Council  or  the  Superior  Court, 
or  both.  To  take  the  management  of  the  Hospital  out  of  politics  and 
prevent  any  corruption,  we  shall  urge  on  the  Legislature  the  propriety 
of  making  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  Hospital  one  without  salary. 
It  is  a  shame  that  any  set  of  men  in  this  day,  and  in  this  large  city, 
should  receive  one  cent  for  dispensing  the  charity  of  the  Hospital. 

When  this  board  shall  be  organized,  we  shall  urge  on  it  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  or  four  physicians,  the  same  number  of  surgeons,  an 
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obstetrician,  an  ocnlist,  and  a  pathological  anatomist.  With  this 
mrrmngement,  daily  clinical  lectures  on  medicine  and  snrgery  could  and 
■boold  be  given.  The  Hospital  would  have  a  staff,  different  from 
what  it  is  at  present.  Now  there  is  but  one  surgeon,  a  state  of  affairs 
wbieh  does  not  exist  in  any  other  Hospital  of  its  size  in  the  world. 
When  a  new  bailding  is  erected,  there  will  be  two  lecture  rooms,  and 
tlien  students  can  have  the  choice  of  hearing  a  clinical  lecture  on  medi- 
cine  or  surgery,  as  they  may  see  fit.  But  we  hear  the  objection,  how 
mre  you  to  find  time  for  daily  clinical  lectures  ?  Let  the  visit  of  the 
pbysician  and  surgeon  be  made  at  7^  o'clock  a.  h.,  and  the  service  and 
lecture  continue  till  9^  a.  m.,  and  thus  every  day  can  the  student  have 
■io»t  important  instruction — that  at  the  bedside. 

Under  this  arrangement  we  will  have  what  our  advantages  so  well 

merit — a  large  number  of  students.  We  have  a  hospital  crowded  almost 

constantly,  and  if  it  was  twice  the  size  of  the  present  building,  it  would 

be  filled  with  patients.     The  Directors  are  forced  to  send  many  patients 

to  the  Infirmary,  located  seven  miles  from  the  city,  for  the  reason  that 

ihcre  is  not  room  enough  in  the  present  hospital  building.     Indeed,  at 

the  present  time,  there  are  over  two  hundred  persons  in  the  Infirmary, 

wumj  of  whom  are  subjects  for  the  Hospital,  and  deserve  fie  careful 

ticitincnt  and  nursing  of  that  institution.     We  do  not  make  over-esti- 

Bitef  when  we  say,  that,  if  the  city  had  a  building  large  enough  for 

VtMpital  purposes,  it  would  be  occupied. with  more  than  three  hundred 

pttintB  constantly.     What  a  field  for  clinical  instruction  1     Is  there 

■•other  city  in  the  West  with  such  an  amount  of  material  ?     We  cer- 

Uialj  say  that  clinical  instruction  and  observation,  in  their  large  and 

U  lease,  are  worth  more  to  the  student  than  a  didactic  course  of  lec- 

^rei.    Let  us,  then,  have  the  Hospital  separated  from  the  College, 

^  organized  with  a  staff  of  physicians  and  surgeons  who  shall  deliver 

*1buci1  lectures  daily. 

The  Medical  College  of  Ohio  will  be  benefited  by  the  change.  Its 
Fwilty  will  be  relieved  of  an  onerous  and  exacting  duty,  which  sorely 
^*tt»them,  and  for  which  they  are  unequal,  from  the  great  amount  of 
^r  incident  to  their  positions. 

h%i  IS  we  are  going  to  press,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed 
*i  Itrge  meeting  of  the  regular  profession,  held  in  the  Dental  Col- 
"9^1  January  16th. 

Vrkkas.  The  legml  connection  existing  between  the  Commercial  Hofipital 
''liiicitj.  and  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  by  which  the  latter  institution  is 
ttiiUtd  to  esdatiTe  medical  and  sargical  attendance,  is  a  monopoly  grievous 
^  ^  regular  medical  profession,  and  fails  to  carry  out  one  of  the  most  impor- 
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tant  objects  of  all  modern  hospitals  —  the  gWing  of  the  best  and  most  efBcient 
clinical  instruction ;  and  whereas,  this  control,  so  exercised  bj  the  said  College^ 
is  preventing  and  will  prevent  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  so  much  needed 
bj  tho  sick,  and  is  at  the  same  time  proving  injurious  to  the  success  and  wel- 
fare of  the  College ;  and  whereas,  the  regular  medical  profession  is  deBirooe  of 
seeing  the  city  occupy  tho  position  it  so  well  deserres  —  the  first  poini  in 
the  West  for  clinical  advantages ;  and  whereas,  the  City  Council  has  authorised 
the  City  Solicitor  to  visit  Columbus,  and  urge  on  the  Legislature  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  separating  the  Hospital  from  the  College;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolvedy  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  connection  existing  between 
the  two  institutions  should  be  severed. 

Reaolvedy  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  visit  Columbus,  and  join 
the  City  Solicitor  in  urging  the  separation  of  the  two  institutions. 

Resolved^  That  in  urging  this  action  on  the  Legislature,  we  do  bo  from  no 
hostile  feelings  to  either  the  Ilospital  or  College,  but  believe  both  institutionf 
will  be  benefited  by  the  change. 

Ruolved,  That  it  be  recommended  by  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law,  placing 
the  Hospital  under  a  board  of  five  Governors,  to  be  appointed,  three  by  the 
Superior  Court  of  this  county,  and  two  by  the  Mayor ;  and  that  said  Govemon 
shall  be  appointed  for  five  years,  one  to  go  out  of  office  every  year,  and  thai 
they  shall  receive  no  salary. 


Our  National  Crisis, — Wc  can  not  but  regard  tbe  discussion  of 
politico-sectarian  topics  in  the  pages  of  a  medical  journal,  as  an  exhi- 
bition of  exceedingly  bad  taste.  But  in  critical  times  like  tbese,  when 
tbe  dark  clouds  of  civil  war  overhang  our  sky,  and  brother  breathes 
deadly  defiance  against  brother,  we  may  be  pardoned  if  we  unite  in  a 
patriotic  deprecation  of  the  evil  days  which  are  upon  us ;  and  espe- 
cially may  we  in  all  propriety  unite  in  the  repeated  inquiry,  how  shaD 
these  national  calamities  affect  the  great  republic  of  American  Medi- 
cine? If  this  glorious  union  of  States  shall  be  dissolved,  then,  too, 
shall  the  fraternity  of  American  medicine  be  broken  up  in  discordant 
fragments  ?  God  forbid  !  We  trust  that  whatever  future  betide  the 
republic,  there  will  be  no  disunion  of  the  great  family  of  American 
physicians.  As  physicians,  let  us  not  recognize  any  platforms  of  sec- 
tional politics  or  sectional  warfare.  Though  every  State  become  an 
independent  sovereignty,  we  trust  tho  American  Medical  Association 
will  continue  to  exist  as  an  enduring  and  glorious  reality.  For  more 
than  a  decade  of  years  of  the  past  its  bonds  have  been  steadily  cement- 
ing the  individual  friendships  of  tho  Association,  from  Maine  to  the 
Gulf,  from  ocean  to  ocean.  Whatever  may  seem  to  be  our  solemn 
duties  as  men  of  the  nation,  as  physicians  of  the  nation  let  us  swear 
that  these  fraternal  relations  shall  be  made  perpetual.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  untimely  croaking  of  some  of  our  exchanges,  we  hope  for  a  daj 
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of  deliverance  from  the  national  pall  that  darkens  our  skies,  and  hope, 
loo,  to  have  the  privilege,  as  a  medical  journal,  of  recording  the  four- 
teenth annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  next 
May,  at  Chicago,  as  one  of  the  best,  most  cordial,  and  most  agreeabk 
meeCiDgs  which  has  ever  convened. 


To  omr  Contributors. — Wo  are  again  under  the  necessity  of  asking 
tbe  intlnlgence  of  our  contributors.     Many  most  excellent  and  accepta 
bl«  favors  have  been  on  file  for  several  months,  and  still  we  are  obligee 
to  crowd  them  out  for  the  time.     Some  of  these,  most  excellent  and 
ffully  prepared  in  other  respects,  are  of  such  length  as  to  make  them 
oljectionable  for  our  purpose.     This  is  a  practical  age,  a  very  busy 
agv,  and  our  readers,  for  the  most  part,  want  brief,  pithy,  practical 
uticles ;  therefore,  we  say  again  to  our  friends,  condense y  condense. 
We  are  glad  to  receive  the  reports  of  medical  societies,  but  oftentimes 
the  secretaries  forward  us  such  a  mass  of  matter,  in  the  way  of  unim- 
portant discussion  and  proceedings,  that  we  find  difficulty  in  making 
room  for  them.     Our  pages,  even  as  enlarged,  will   only  contain  a 
definite  amount,  and  in  order  to  afford  the  most  desirable  variety  in 
ov  monthly  bill  of  fare,  we  must  oftentimes  delay  papers  that  we 
dioold  be  glad  to  lay  at  once  before  our  readers.     Our  correspondents 
will,  however,  please  accept  our  sincere  thanks  for  their  kindnesses. 
We  probably  have  the  largest  list  of  contributors  of  any  American 
ttedical  journal,  as  there  arc  few  that  have  so  many  readers  ;  for  all 
iW«  we  arc  sincerely  appreciative  and  proud. 


•Vf»  Jfedkal  Journals. — The  Berkshire  Medical  Journal  is  the  title 
rfi  new  monthly  of  forty -eight  pages,  the  initial  number  of  which 
k"  retibthl  us.  It  is  edited  by  Profs.  W.  U.  Thayer  and  R.  C.  Stiles, 
^ die  Berkshire  (Mass.)  Medical  College,  and  is  published  in  Pitts- 
Ui,  Ma«i».  The  appearance  of  the  number  before  us  betokens  a  capi- 
t&l  aoil  vigorous  journal.  It  is  printed  in  good  taste,  and  we  take 
P*il  pleasure  in  welcoming  the  Berkshire  Medical  Journal  amongst 
^  medical  journal  family,  trusting  it  may  be  destined  to  a  long  and 
^ul  life. 

The  DMmore  Journal  of  Medicine,  edited  by  Prof.  Edward  Warren, 
•welt  wo  announce<l  as  about  to  be  forthcoming,  is  at  hand  for  Jan- 
*7'  Wo  like  tliis  first  number,  and  cordially  greet  Dr.  Warren, 
**  n}&tiiiaing  in  the  ranks  of  the  corps  editorial,  which  he  so  well 
^rM. 


124  BdUar'8  TMe.  [February, 

Summer  School  of  Medicine,  of  Cin/:innaiL — ^This  organization  will 
resume  its  course  of  medical  instruction  on  the  second  Monday  (llth) 
of  March,  with  an  introductory  by  Dr.  McReynolds.  The  course  will 
consist  of  lectures,  examinations  and  demonstrations,  to  extend  through 
March,  April  and  May,  or  about  three  months.  The  flattering  degree 
of  success  which  has  attended  these  efforts  at  preliminary  teaching,  for 
two  or  three  seasons  past,  encourages  us  to  anticipate  a  very  profitable 
session  this  spring.    fTlie  Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows  : 

Dr.  John  Dayis,  Anatomy.  Dr.  £.  Williams,  Eye  Surgery. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Obstetrics.  Dr.  Jno.  F.  White,  Practice  of  Medioiiw. 

Dr.  W.  II.  MuBsey,  Surgery.  Dr.  E.  B.  SteYons,  Materia  Medica. 

Dr.  W.  Clendenin,  Surgical  Pathology.  Dr.  W.  II.  McReynolds,  Chemistry. 

Dr.  R.  R.  Mcllyainc,  Physiology. 

Tlie  fee  for  the  whole  course  is  $30.  Any  of  our  readers  who  may 
desire  further  information  may  address  either  of  the  above  named 
gentlemen.     The  lectures  will  be  delivereil  in  the  Dental  College. ' 


Beauties  of  Homceopaihy. — A  homceopathic  teacher  in  New  York 
stated  recently  before  his  class,  that  he  had  cured  a  lady  in  Buffalo  of 
a  disease  not  named,  with  three  pills  ;  "each  one  containing  a  minute 
quantity^of  sugar  and  the  sixteen-hundredth  attenuation  of  sulphur." 
The  first  pill  pro<luced  no  effect,  but  the  second  a  very  powerful  one 
and  the  third  cured  the  malady  entirely,  to  the  utter  astonishment  of 
the  prescriber,  who  admits  that  **  tlH3re  certainly  could  not  have  been 
much  of  the  drag  present ;  in  fact,  there  was  very  little." — Amer.  Med. 
Times, 

The  "  sixteenth  attenuation  "  of  any  medicine,  prepared  homocopatli- 
ically,  amounts  to  just  tlie  one  hundred  quintillionth  part  of  it  in  a 
pill ;  and  if  any  one  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  a  quintillion  a 
little,  ho  will  understand  the  enormous  absurdity  utteretl  in  the  aboTe. 

Another  side  of  the  picture  was  revealed  a  short  time  ago  by  one  of 
the  teachers  of  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College.  Speaking,  in 
one  of  his  lectures,  of  "pernicious  fever.*'  he  admitted  that  **  our  rem- 
edies liave  no  power  over  it,"  and  he  therefore  advised  his  students  to 
give  quinine  in  full  doses,  say  twenty-six  or  set^en  grains,  divided  in 
three  powders,  or,  if  necessary,  twenty  grains  in  one  dose. 

It  is  also  remarkable,  that  in  tlie  Cleveland  City  Infirmary,  now 
un<bM-  the  charge  of  a  Professor  in  the  school  just  referred  to,  hardly  a 
patient  is  to  bo  found  who  has  not  a  good  two-ounce  vial  well  filled 
with  medicine. 

The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  mentions  the  case  of  a 
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Udr,  whose  health  came  very  near  being  destroyed  by  the  long-con- 
tiBiied  uso  of  morphia,  prescribed,  in  continually  increased  doses,  for 
tike  cure  of  neuralgia,  by  a  homoeopathic  physician. 

Verily,  it  is  time  to  change  that  old  deceptive  simUia  similibus  into 
iome  more  appropriate  motto,  and  we  would  propose  to  replace  it  by 
timiU — "fools  fooled  by  fools." 


BiU  of  Correspondence. — We  take  the  liberty  of  transcribing  the 
following  items  of  correspondence  from  our  business  letters,  on 
aocoant  of  the  moral  which  they  seem  to  convey,  without  special  note 
or  comment.  The  first  is  from  one  of  our  subscribers,  who,  though  a 
first  rate  man,  and  highly  esteemed,  yet  had  allowed  his  arrears  to 
■ccomulate  nntil  it  was  becoming  a  serious  question  whether  good- 
fellowship  should  any  longer  withhold  the  running  of  our  pencil  over 
hil  name  on  our  mail-book.     He  writes  : 

••  Gentlemen :  Inclosed  find  ten  dollars,  which  I  believe  will  pay 
■y  «abiM.Tiption  to  your  journal  up  to  the  present  date.  I  hoi>c  you 
will  pardon  me  for  not  remitting  your  dues  long  since ;  it  was  my  negli- 
moe.  as  I  could  jusi  as  well  have  paid  for  U  when  it  was  due  as  now. 
I  believe  it  is  characteristic  with  Westeni  physicians  to  be  kIow  in 
paving  their  debts ;  the  reason,  I  think,  is  that  it  is  hanl  for  them  to 
«ike  collections.  Continue  the  journal  to  my  address,  as  1  would 
IOC  do  without  it  one  year  for  thrice  the  subscription,*'  etc.,  etc. 

The  next  we  give  is  from  the  characteristic  pen  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Mcll- 

niiif,  of  (Cincinnati.     Inclosing  his  subscription  for  1861,  he  says  : 

"MeKKrs.  Editors:  Inclosed  find  i)ayment  for  your  journal  for 
l''^!.  I  make  it  a  point  to  take  all  the  regular  medical  jmblications 
<rf  my  own  city,  and  pay  for  (hem  ;  and  as  we  ai*e  taught  by  old  Dr. 
Fitnkh'n  that  no  professional  man,  especially  no  yopng  professional 
••n.  can  l-e  hure  of  the  future  as  to  his  income,  1  am  admonished  to 
^nre  tin*  go](h>n  rule  of  payment  in  advance.  Trusting  that  all  the 
'Twuble  jihynicians  within  the  bounds  of  your  circulation  are 
•IwKiy.  or  will  s|>ee<lily  Ijecome  your  regular  subscribers,  and  that  all 
Jow  ►ubMiil»ers  will  follow  my  example,  as  above,  1  remain 

Your  obedient  servant,  R.  R.  M." 

Tutll  of  which  we  rt»spond  a  hearty  and  an  honest  "amen." 


•^•Inijt  as  we  are  going  to  press,  we  have  received  from  Messrs. 
Ktk^.  Mallorv  k  Co.  the  new  work  of  Prof.  L.  M.  Lawson,  on 
^*^***  "f  the  chest.  We  shall  prepare  a  careful  notice  of  it  for  our 
■at  nnmU'r.     Our  readers  and  the  manv  friends  of  Prof.  L.  will  be 

m 

P^j  pleajied  with  the  book. 
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Erratum, — ^In  the  number  of  this  journal  for  September,  1860 — ^in 
the  Report  of  the  Discussion  on  Cod  Liver  Oil  in  the  Academy  of 
Medicine — on  page  587,  ninth  line  from  the  top,  the  word  will  should 
read  null*  so  as  to  read,  '*  the  claims  of  its  advocates  are  null.** 

The  Adams  County  Medical  Society  has  published  their  Constitution 
and  By-laws  in  very  neat  style,  including  the  Code  of  Etliics  of  the 
American  Medical  Association.  We  ai-o  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of 
Dr.  B.  F.  Coates  for  a  copy. 


•  •m  • 


MiUni^X  %HUiAiH  anfl  3tlti\Uxi%, 


PBEPABED   BY   C.  A.  HABTIIANN,  U.D. 


PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 

1.  TreatfnerU  of  Neuralgia  — H6rard  speaks  in  tlie  highest  terms  of 
sub-cutaneous  injections  of  the  sulphate  of  atropine,  with  the  small 
syringe  of  Ravaz.  A  fine  trochar  is  first  inserted,  then  taken  out,  and 
the  tube,  remaining  in  the  wound,  screwed  on  to  the  syringe.  One 
drop  of  the  solution  is  injected  at  a  time,  followed  shortly  by  from  five 
to  nine  more.  This  quantity  corresponds  to  three  or  five  milligrammes 
of  the  sulphate,  the  solution  holding  thirty  centigrammes  of  the  atro- 
pine in  thirty  grammes  of  distilled  water.  In  twenty-five  injections 
no  evil  conseciuenocs  whatever  appeared  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
wound,  but  general  symptoms  always  became  manifest  in  a  few  min- 
utes :  dryness  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  headache,  dizziness,  sometimes 
dilatation  of  the  pupils,  disturbance  of  the  vision,  nausea.  All  these 
symptoms  disappeared  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours.  Of  ten  patients 
thus  tR^ated,  three  were  suffering  from  ischias,  three  from  muscular 
rheumatism,  two  from  muscular  pains  combined  with  htMuiplegia,  one 
from  a  contusion,  one  from  a  facialgia.  Relief  followed  always,  ex- 
t*ept  in  the  contusion ;  but  most  of  the  cases  requin?d  several  injec- 
tions in  the  course  of  a  few  davs.  The  result  was  mo!>t  evident  and' 
surprising  in  the  ischiatic  affections. —  L' Union  MCdicaly  1859,  92; 
Oesterr.  Zeitschrift fiiir  Prakt,  Ileilk. 

Tiie  treatment  of  neuralgia  by  the  injections  of  narcotics  and  seda> 
tives  has  been  ably  expounded,  with  illustrating  cases,  by  Dr.  A.  Rup- 
paner,  of  Boston.  His  first  step  is  to  determine  the  precise  seat  of 
irritation,  to  localize  the  pain.  *•  Acconling  to  Valloix  (TVcii/c  det 
Netirahiics,  Paris,  1841,)  the  points  from  which  all  really  neuralgic 
pains  proceed  may  be  arranged  under  four  heads  :  1.  The  place  of 
emergens  of  the  nervous  tnmk,  for  example,  the  trifacial  at  the  supra' 
and  infra-orbital  and  mental  foramen  ;  2.  The  point  where  a  nervous 
twig  traverses  the  muscles  to  ramify  on  the  integuments,  similar  to  the 
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conBist  of  tonicB,  of  which  the  mineral,  and  especially  the  ferrng^noae 
tonics  are  stated  to  he  the  most  efficacious  ;  but  as  a  general  thing 
these  require  to  he  combined  with  a  vegetable  anti-periodic  remedy, 
especially  in  malarial  districts.  As  a  specimen,  some  prescriptions 
are  given  for  hemicrania :  Chinoidine,  twenty-four  grains  ;  pulvis 
an.  cap.  (so  it  reads  in  the  original  paper ;  if  it  is  not  an  error,  for 
pulvis  capsici  annui,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  determine  what  it  means), 
tive  grains  ;  strychnia,  one  grain.  Make  ten  pills  ;  one  of  them  is  to 
be  taken  before  each  meal.  After  using  them  sufficiently  long  to 
break  down  the  paroxysms,  they  are  replaced  by  the  following : 

T^       Qnevonno'fl  iron,  Hixty  grainfl. 
^       Quinino,  "         ♦• 

Kxtr.  hyiNtciarai.  forty       ** 
;     PulviB  Hii.  cap.,  twontj'    *' 

Divide  into  forty  pills.  Dose :  one  pill  after  each  meal,  and  to  be 
continued  imtil  completely  relieved  of  debility. 

It  must  not  be  overlooked,  that  there  is  another  form  of  neuralgia, 
denominated  symptomatic,  because  it  is  dependent  upon  a  diseased 
condition  of  organs  connected  with  the  affected  nerve,  commonly  some 
kind  of  irritation,  for  instance  nephralgia  caused  by  a  calculus  in  the 
kidney  or  ureter.  Cases  of  this  kind  generally  demand  depletives  and 
narcotics,  especially  the  latter. — Chic.  Med.  Exam. 

Besides  the  rules  laid  down  above,  there  is  another  one  never  to  bo 
lost  sight  of  in  the  ti'catment  of  so  many-shaped  an  affection  as  symp- 
tomatic, or,  to  use  a  more  appropriate  term,  secondary  neuralgic  pain. 
It  is  the  old  tmism  :  deleia  causa  toUitur  effectus.  If  we  can  rcmoTO 
the  existing  cause  of  the  pain,  the  latter  will  seldom  require  much 
attention,  unless  a  too  long  continued  morbid  influence  has  developed 
the  secondary  to  a  primitive  affection. 

Affusions  of  ether  are  believed  by  Dr.  Botbeder,  of  Bordeaux,  to  be 
superior  to  all  the  methods  ordinarily  used.  He  pours  fifteen,  thirty 
or  sixty  grammes  of  ether  on  the  most  painful  points,  covering  them 
immediately  by  a  small  square  of  linen,  which  is  kept  in  the  closest 
adhesion  to  the  skin  by  an  assistant.  Small  quantities  of  ether  are 
poured  on  the  linen  at  intervals  of  about  a  minute.  In  recent  cases, 
the  relief  is  stated  to  be  almost  instantaneous,  and  frequently  there  is 
no  return  ef  the  trouble.  In  neuralgia  of  long  standing  the  effect  is 
much  less  certain,  but  in  several  cases  a  cure  has  been  effected. — 
L*  Union  de  la  Gironde  ;  N,  Y.  Med.  Press. 

Dr.  flueueau  do  Mussy  has  prescribed  for  thi*ee  years  a  mixture  of 
chloroform  and  aconite  against  neuralgia  in  diflerent  regions,  but 
chiefly  in  facial  neuralgia,  producing  sometimes  a  complete  and  per- 
manent cure,  and  always  an  almost  immediate  and  considerable  relief. 
When  the  neuralgia  appears  to  be  idiopathic,  the  formula  is  :  two 
parts  of  spirit  of  wine  or  Cologne-water,  one  part  of  chloroform  and 
one  of  tincture  of  aconite.  The  finger,  covered  with  a  piece  of  lint  or 
soft  thick  linen,  is  dipped  in  the  mixturc  and  rubbed  gently  against  the 
gum  for  a  few  minutes.  When  the  pain  is  connected  with  some 
organic  disease,  as  a  deranged  tooth,  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
gums  or  even  su|)erficial  necrosis  of  the  bone,  the  tincture  of  iodine  is 
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t  Twy  beneficial  substitute  for  spirit  of  wine  in  the  above  formula.  It 
iscfaictiy  in  neuralgia  of  the  infra-orbitary  branch  that  the  application 
hwken  succ<»S!»ful,  but  it  answers  almost  equally  well  in  pain  of  the 
lower  branch,  and  has  been  attended  with  satisfactory  results  in  some 
Tery  severe  cases  of  supra-orbitary  neuralgia,  thus  showing  that  the 
sedttive  agent  may  produce  its  effect,  as  the  irritating  one  so  frequently 
does,  on  a  part  distant  from  the  spot  on  which  it  was  applied,  and 
erni  in  a  different  branch  of  the  nerve. — Med.  Times  and  Gaz. 

Dr.  F.  P.  Bibby  found  no  remedy  more  beneficial  in  neuralgias 
tbtn  the  ioilide  of  potassium,  in  full  doses.  Exciting  the  secretions 
tad  excretions,  it  may  be  supposed  to  act  by  eliminating  the  morbid 
cioses,  and  in  this  way  probably  its  effect  is  to  be  explained  in  chronic 
Aeumatism,  chronic  syphilis  and  other  analogous  conditions.  For 
the  MTuo  reason  it  may  be  exjKJcted  to  cure  neuralgic  troubles  gener- 
ally .—-Vary^  and  Virg.  Med.  Journ. 

Acconiing  to  Dr.  Th.  Roche  {Bullet,  de  la  Soc.  Mid.  de  Besan^on, 
Xo,  8)  the  solution  of  two  or  three  decigrammes  of  cyanide  of  potas- 
wnn  in  thirty  grammes  of  water  cures  neuralgia,  if  it  is  superficial 
nd  localized.  In  ten  cases  of  cephalic  neuralgia  and  one  of  pleuro- 
^ywa,  nine  cures  were  obtained,  seven  times  by  the  simple  and  sole 
■pplication  of  the  topical  remedy,  and  twice  by  associating  it  with  the 
Btenial  use  of  preparations  of  belladonna.  In  the  two  unsuccessful 
et^M  the  treatment  consisted  of  the  external  application  of  the  cyanide 
^  the  internal  administration  of  the  narcotic  solanacese.  The  solu- 
l>OB  wtms  to  act  by  cutaneous  absorption  of  the  salt  in  the  state  of 
fywide  or  free  hytlrocyanic  acid. — JkJcho  Medical  Suisse;  North 
American  Med.  and  Chirurg.  Review. 


SURGICAL. 

2.  Treatment  of  Blenorrhaa  and  Kindred  Affections. — Dr.  Morey 
iiBployt*^!  in  four  cases  of  gonorrhtra  :  twenty  grains  of  Herrings  i 
('».*5  extract  uf  India  hemp,  mix<Hl  with  a  half-a-drachm  of  sugar  of 
BiJk.  and  ilivide*!  into  sixty  powders,  one  of  which  is  to  be  taken 
erfry  thn»e  or  four  hours.  The  success  was  complete  in  every  case. — 
Oid^th.  Med.  ami  Sura.  Jonrn. 

Tli<*  intt'mal  use  of  hemlock  extract  (conium  mnculatum),  as  recom- 
iD'^d<il  by  l)r.  Staats,  of  Albany,  has  been  found  of  good  effect  in  sev- 
eral (-a.ie«  of  acute  gonorrhoea,  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Stephens,  of  Camden, 
Ohir*.  In  tw«i  cases  the  lunar  caustic,  zinc,  copaiba  and  cubebs  had 
£aik*-i  to  sujipress  the  discharge,  while  the  extract  of  hemlock,  given 
in  tb»»  fonu  of  pills,  twelve  grains  every  two  hours,  proved  suiHcient 
for  a  complete  cure  in  a  few  days.  Where  the  intlammatory  symp- 
U>in-  arc  very  prominent,  the  treatment  is  commenced  with  calomel 
and  compound  powder  of  jalap. — St.  Joseph  Journ.  of  Med.  and 
Sum. 

A  rrimbi nation  of  vinum  colchici  and  tincture  of  opium,  internally 
cxfaif'ited  for  a  rheumatic  conjunctivitis,  by  Dr.  Eisenmann,  of  Werz- 
boT}?.  tanie<l  out  accidentally  as  a  cure  for  a  coexisting  blenorrhagia. 
Fonber  experiments  by  Dr.  Eisenmann  himself,  and  Dr.  Collin,  of 
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Dresden,  have  since  established  the  valne  of  that  combination  against 
all  blenorrhagic  discharges.  The  mixture  employed  consists  of  twelve 
grammes  of  vinum  colchici  and  two  grammes  of  laudanum.  The 
dose  is  eighteen  or  twenty  drops,  three  times  a  day.  Milk  was 
ordered  as  the  principal  article  of  food,  and  absolute  rest  was  enjoined. 
Externally,  only  frequent  applications  of  tepid  water.  All  cases  thns 
treated  were  cured  within  a  week,  and  most  of  them  in  a  few  days. — 
Btdl,  Otn.  de  Thirap,;  Brit,  and  Foreign  Med.-Chir.  Rev. 

Dr.  Diday  employs  (Annuaire  de  la  Syph.,  etc.,)  in  chronic  blen- 
orrhoeas  injections  of  nitrate  of  silver  into  the  prostatic  glands  of  the 
urethra.  To  effect  this,  he  first  measures  the  urethra  by  introdacing 
an  elastic  catheter  and  gently  drawing  it  back  during  the  flow  of  the 
urine.  As  soon  as  this  ceases,  the  end  of  the  catheter  is  in  the  pros- 
tatic portion ;  at  that  moment,  then,  the  instrument  is  marked  st 
the  point  in  contact  with  the  external  orifice,  and  about  an  hour  after- 
wards the  injection  is  made.  For  this  purpose,  the  patient  stands 
before  the  surgeon,  holding  the  penis  in  a  horizontal  direction  ;  the 
catheter  being  introduced,  a  solution  of  about  five  or  ten  grains  of 
nitrate  of  silver  in  about  an  ounce  of  water  is  injected  \irith  a  glass 
syringe,  at  first  one-fourth  of  this  quantity  being  used.  In  intervals 
of  half-minutes  the  catheter  is  drawn  back  about  two  lines  and 
another  portion  of  the  solution  injected.  This  may  be  repeated  in 
thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours  ;  the.  abnormal  secretion  usually  ceases 
in  half  that  time. —  Vierteljahrschr.  f.  PraJct,  Heilk,  Bd.  66. 

In  acute  cases,  where  only  the  anterior  portion  of  tlie  urethra  is 
affected,  the  same  author  found  (  Oaz.  Med.,  1859,  26)  one  injection 
sufficient,  provided  the  urethra  be  previously  washed  out  with  water. 
Three  parts  of  the  nitrate  are  required  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  parts 
of  distilled  water,  of  which  solution  two  drachms  should  be  injected 
at  a  time,  but  not  beyond  a  distance  of  two  inches.  The  fluid  is 
moved  up  and  down  in  the  urethra  by  pressure  with  the  fingers  for 
about  three  minutes,  and  then  allowed  to  escape.  Tliat  constitutes 
the  whole  treatment. — Ibid,  Bd.  65. 

The  alcoholic  tincture  of  aloes  (about  ^\q  drachms  diluted  with 
fi\e  ounces  of  water)  has  been  employed  successfully  against  blon- 
orrhoea  by  S.  Gamberini,  of  Boulogne,  and  others.  Three  injections 
are  made  every  day.  The  discharge  disappears  in  less  than  a  fort- 
night.— Revue  de  Therap  ;  Journ.  of  Mai.  Med. 

Repeated  trials  have  convinced  Dr.  Gaby,  of  Paris,  that  injections 
of  oxyde  of  bismuth  constitute  the  very  best  treatment  of  gleety  dis- 
charges. Thirty  parts  are  suspended  in  two  hundred  of  rose  water, 
and  so  injected  as  to  leave  as  large  a  deposit  of  the  salt  as  possible  in 
the  canal.  Three  injections  per  day  should  be  employed  at  first,  and 
then  fewer.  Urethral  discharges  imconnected  with  gonorrhoea,  as 
observed  in  certain  diatheses,  in  masturbation,  venereal  excesses,  etc., 
have  been  successfully  treated  in  this  manner.  Balanitis,  balanopos- 
thitis  and  herpes  prsBputialis  yield  rapidly  to  bismuth  applied  in 
powder,  after  cleansing  the  part  and  then  covering  with  cotton.  The 
various  forms  of  vulvar  leucoiThoca  may  be  treated  with  the  same 
a^nt;  after  removing  the  complications,  the  bismuth  acts  upon  the 
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<iiirhti:go  like  a  specific.  But  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  this  remedy 
ii  only  atlaptetl  to  chronic  caKCs  ;  pain  and  other  signs  of  acute  infiam- 
Bition  contraindicatc  its  emi)loyment. — Xorth  Amer,  Med.  Beporter, 
Dr.  Wcetlon  ( 'ook  endeavors  to  afHmi  that  copaiba  in  the  treatment 
«f  gOQorrhcca  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  in  a  great  many  instances 
iBJnrioos.  In  six  tliousand  cases  that  have  come  under  the  author's 
ewe  it  llie  Royal  Free  Hospital,  ho  took  advantage  of  the  large 
opportuniiies  thus  offered,  to  test  the  different  methods  of  treatment 
vhich  hail  been  sugge.sted,  ami  now  makes  the  following  statements 
innginl  to  them.  The  abortive  treatment  by  strong  injections  of 
nitnte  of  silver  has  sometimes  resulted  in  inflammation  of  the  bladder, 
udhih  provefl  a  failuix?.  Dilutants  are  slow  in  their  action  and  not 
Rtdily  employed  by  persons  in  active  business.  Diuretics  are  scanxjly 
Bore  siKvesstul,  and  the  administration  of  saline  aperients  is  generally 
■ttHKk^l  with  an  aggravation  of  the  ardor  urina>  as  well  as  chordee. 
The  most  successful  treatment  is  that  l)y  the  alkaline  carbonates, 
given  with  a  view  of  neutralizing  tlie  acid  in  the  urine,  and  thus 
WBoving  one  great  source  of  irritation  from  the  inflamed  urethra, 
•fcnwipim  the  subsidence  of  the  intlammation  is  effected  by  nature. 
Ai  toxiliaries,  es|H»cially  where  there  is  unlema  of  the  prepuce,  lead 
Wow  ami  eh'vation  of  the  i>enis  against  the  abdomen,  are  recom- 
Mkded.  When  the  intlammation  has  subsided,  and  a  muco-])uruleut 
^*ltrp»  is  left,  the  hptn-nlicbt  cure  is  effected  with  injections  of  chlo- 
Wf  of  ziur.  line,  or  Wtter  two,  grains  to  one  ounce  of  water.  In  tlie 
■nmoaH.  thf  dysjH'ptic,  those  of  dissipated  habits,  and  old  offenders, 
vtlkaliw  carlMinatrs  are  not  called  lor,  because  either  the  urine  is 
M hiii.  ur  the  intlammation  does  not  run  high.  In  such  cases,  the 
wtorc  nf  iiuii  fir  sulphuric  acid  and  bark,  or  gentian,  or  calumba, 
■»y  U'  ailvantagtHMisly  employe«l  from  tlie  commencement.  The 
™ori<li'  »ti  zinc  is  in  such  ca.M\s  of  the  utmost  value.  Respecting 
•irt.  JK-ar.-i'ly  any  rc-itrictions  nwd  1m»  euforcecl  after  the  subsidence  of 
"*i&riauimjiT<»rv  svuiiHinns  :  beer  or  wine  in  moderate  doses  mav  be 
MVintai;fiiiiN]y  usi-l  by  those  accustomed  to  these  beverages. — Lofulon 

A  \y»ry  *pecitieil  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  and  gleet  has  bwn  given  in 
Aefcitur.*^  Mu  vi»n<'real  diseases,  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Bumstead,  published  in  the 
»<  Xnr  V'jrl-  Journal  of  Jf edict ne.     For  the  abortive  treatment  of  the 
'l^v:  in  the  male  ailult,  he  jn-efers  the  weak  to  the  strong  solution  of 
Wriii-  uf  silver,  say  one  or  one  and  a  half  grains  in  six  ounces  of 
•«*r.    Thi-s  should  Ik?  injected,  at  short  intervals,  until  the  ilischarges 
krom**  thin  and  watery,  ami  slightly  tinged  with  blood.     Ihit  this 
p'fatnMil  i-*  f»nly  adapted  to  the  first  stage  of  the  disease.     When  acute 
ttHamntit'Ty  synqttoms  have  aln»atly  set  in,  or  the  patient  sutlers  from 
Kaiiixig  in  passing  water,  a  brisk  cathartio  is  the  first  thing  to  bo 
pTtn.     If  the  jicnis  is  much  swollen,  a  mixture  is  advised  of  bicarbo- 
••J'  ''f  |>otas«u,  two  tlrachms  ;  tincture  of  hyosciamus,  one    ounce  ; 
ft5f  iUfcr*-  of  gum  Arabic,  five  ounces :  a  tablespoonful   every  three 
fcoQr*.     A'  J»<".»n  as  a  syringe  can  be  inserted  without  much  pain  to 
patie&i,  an  injection  is  made  after  ev(»ry  passage  of  urine  with  a  solu- 
tion of  one  scruple  of  extract  of  opium  in  one  ounce  of  glycerine  and 
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three  ounces  of  water.  In  subacute  cases,  from  half  to  one  grain  of 
sulphate  of  zinc  to  the  ounce  of  water  may  be  added.  As  a  local  means 
for  the  relief  of  uneasiness,  local  pain,  scalding  in  micturition,  Dr, 
Bumstead  fully  endorses  Dr.  Milton's  statements  in  regard  to  hot 
water,  as  hot  as  it  can  be  borne.  For  the  third  stage  of  gonorrhoea, 
injections  are  pronounced  a  weapon  indispensable  to  the  surgeon.  Sul- 
phate of  zinc  (twelve  or  more  grains  in  four  ounces  of  water)  and 
nitrat<5  of  silver  constitute  the  proper  ingredients  for  these  injections. 
In  connection  with  them,  copaiba  or  cubebs  may  bo  administered ;  the 
last  named  either  alone  or  with  the  former,  or,  if  the  case  demands  a 
tonic,  with  iron  or  quinine.  For  the  relief  of  the  chordee,  either  lupn- 
lin  will  serve  in  fifteen-grain  doses,  or  full  doses  of  camphor  tinctnte, 
or  lactucarium  and  camphor,  one  grain  of  each,  made  into  a  pill. 

In  the  treatment  of  gleet,  the  bowels  should  be  kept  open  daily  with 
pills  composed  of  half  a  grain  of  strychnine  and  half  a  drachm  of  the 
compound  colocynth  pill ;  this  to  be  made  into  thirty  pills,  one  of 
which  is  to  be  taken  at  bedtime.  As  a  tonic  and  astringent,  the  mnri- 
ated  tincture  of  iron  is  usually  indicated,  and  best  exhibited  in  ddto  of 
from  ^vQ  to  twenty  drops  three  times  a  day.  The  tincture  of  can- 
tharides  may,  where  it  is  indicated,  be  combined  with  the  iron  tinctnre, 
in  the  proportion  of  one  to  threo,  and  ten' drops  of  such  a  combination 
will  form  a  dose.  Where  the  constitutional  impairment  is  considera- 
ble, quinine  may  bo  added.  In  regard  to  local  treatment.  Dr.  Bnm- 
stead  speaks  highly  of  bougies.  Except  when  aggravating  the  symp- 
toms, they  may  be  passed  every  second  or  third  day  at  first,  and  after- 
wards every  day,  or  even  twice  a  day.  They  may  also  be  medicated 
with  gray  ointment  and  extract  of  belladonna.  For  injections,  sulphate 
of  zinc  is  preferable,  two  or  three  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water  forming 
the  standard  of  medium  strength.  This  solution  should  be  employed 
as  frequently  as  the  patient  is  able  to  pass  his  water,  or  every  two  or 
three  hours.     In  obstinate  cases  blisters  may  bo  tried. 


OBSTETRICAL. 

3.  Induction  of  Premature  Labor  and  Abortion. — ^Three  very  instruc- 
tive cases  of  this  kind  are  reported  by  Prof.  Henrj'  Miller,  of  Louisville. 

Mrs.  B.,  having  lost  three  large  and  well  developed  children  at  the  full 
term,  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  the  perforator  and 
crotchet.applied  for  advice  during  the  fifth  month  of  her  fourth  pregnancy. 
A  morbid  inclination  of  the  superior  strait  of  the  pelvis  was  manifest, 
giving  an  unusually  low  position  to  the  external  genitals  ;  but  the  os 
uteri  could  be  reached  only  with  difficulty,  while  it  was  impossible  to 
ascertain  the  size  of  the  womb  itself,  or  the  presence  of  any  reliable 
symptom  of  pregnancy.  Two  months  afterward,  however,  these 
symptoms  had  developed  themselves  sufficiently  to  allow  a  correct 
diagnosis,  and  two  weeks  later  the  induction  of  premature  labor  was 
undertaken.  For  this  purjiose,  the  uterine  douche,  so  strongly  urged 
in  preference  to  all  other  methods  by  the  late  Prof.  Kiwish,  was 
resorted  to,  the  apparatus  designed  by  Kiwish  being  employed,  with  a 
slight  variation.     To  the  bottom  of  a  tin  box,  about  ten  inches  square. 
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and  faoldiag  about  four  gallons,  an  India-rubber  tube  twelve  feet  long 
vaa  attached  by  a  screw  and  nut.  The  tube  had  a  metallic  tube,  fash- 
ioned at  the  end  like  the  nozzle  of  a  common  enema  syringe,  affixed  to 
its  other  extremity.  Instead  of  arranging  the  apparatus  to  act  on  the 
principle  of  the  syphon,  as  recommended  by  Kiwish,  a  stop-cock  was 
adapte<l  to  the  tube  about  two  feet  from  its  metallic  end.  To  put  the 
^paimtns  in  operation,  the  box  must  be  suspended  on  a  nail  driven 
into  the  wall,  say  nine  or  ten  feet  from  the  floor ;  the  tube  is  sci'ewed 
on,  and  the  cock  turned  so  as  to  pi-evcnt  the  flow  of  water  till  it  is 
wanted.  The  patient  takes  her  seat  on  a  stool  placed  in  a  bath-tub  to 
receive  the  water ;  the  metallic  nozzle  is  introduced  into  the  vagina, 
and  brought  in  contact  with  the  os  uteri.  The  tin  box  having  been 
previonsly  filled  with  water,  the  stop -cock  is  turned  so  as  to  pour  a 
continuous  stream  upon  the  os  uteri,  until  all  the  water  in  the  box  is 
discharged.  Kiwish  preferred  to  use  warm  water  in  douching,  direct- 
ing it  at  first  of  a  temperature  upward  of  100  deg.  Fahr.,  and  afterward 
nising  the  temperature  considerably  higher. 

In  this  way  the  douche  was  applied  first  once,  then  twice,  a  day. 
After  three  days,  the  fundus  uteri  was  found  lower  in  the  abdomen, 
the  OS  softened  and  dilated,  but  no  labor  pains.  Two  days  more 
brought  rather  a  tardy  progress,  and  for  that  reason,  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  Tyler  Smith  was  adopted,  viz.:  to  use  warm  and  cold  water  alter- 
nately. During  the  night  of  the  next  day  the  pains  increased  suffi- 
ciently for  the  expulsion  of  the  firtus,  and  early  the  next  morning  the 
voman  brought  forth  a  living  child,  after  a  labor  of  average  intensity 
Snd  duration,  and^l'ithout  any  aid  excx^pt  that  required  in  every  case 
of  natural  labor.  The  woman  Imd  a  rapid  convalescence,  uninter- 
mpteil  by  accidents  of  any  kind. 

In  the  other  two  cases  abortion  was  produced  at  the  fourth  month 
of  pn-gnancy :  one  on  account  of  a  highly  contracted  pelvis,  with  an 
anlen)- posterior  diameter  in  the  superior  strait  of  less  than  two  inches  ; 
and  again  in  a  lady  who  had  given  birth  to  seven  children,  but  was 
puffering  from  the  separation  of  the  symphysis  pubis  and  of  the  right 
sacro-iliar  symphysis,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  use  her  lower  extremities 
for  my  purpose  whatever.  In  the  former  case,  a  second  pregnancy, 
the  warm  and  cold  douches  wore  kept  up  for  a  month,  but  utterly  failed 
in  awakening  the  uterine  contractions ;  then  the  uterine  sound  was 
intro«Iuced,  and  allowed  to  remain  in  the  utenis  until  pains  appeared, 
which  occurred  in  twelve  hours.  Seven  hours  subsequently,  the  ovum 
was  exjKjlled.     The  mother  recovered. 

The  uterine  sound  was  also  selected  for  the  other  pitiable  case  ;  but, 
notwitlir^tanding  its  being  introduced  to  the  de])th  of  more  than  three 
incbej*  between  the  membranes  and  the  anterior  wall  of  the  uterus,  and 
its  point  l»eing  turned  first  toward  one  side  of  the  uterus  and  then 
toward  the  other,  only  a  slight  pain  followed,  without  any  expulsive 
effort.  Eighteen  days  later,  the  methotl  of  Cohen  was  adoptetl,  viz. : 
the  injection  of  water  between  the  membranes  and  the  inner  surface  of 
the  uterus.  By  means  of  a  silver  tube  not  unlike  a  male  catheter,  and 
a  syringe,  two  and  a  quarter  ounces  of  warm  water  were  thrown  in  at 
noon.     An  hoar  afterward,  there  was  a  chill,  followed  by  smart  fever 
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and  headache.  This  passed  off  in  about  four  hours,  leaving  a  doll 
pain  in  the  hvpogastrium  and  back.  In  the  early  part  of  the  night, 
well-marked  labor  pains  set  in,  growing  stronger  toward  morning,  and 
expelling  the  foetus  at  10^  o'clock  a.  m.  By  means  of  continuous  and 
gentle  assistance,  the  secundines  came  away  without  rupturing  the  cord, 
leaving  the  membranes  and  all  attached  to  the  foetus.  In  less  than  a 
week  the  mother  was  sent  home,  with  the  advice  to  wear  a  leather  belt 
slightly  buckled  around  the  pelvis. — Louisville  Medical  Journal, 

4.  Mai' Position  of  the  Foetus   Corrected  by  External  Manipulation. 
The  evidence  is  fast  accumulating  that  the  position  of  the  foetus  can  not 
only  be  ascertained  by  external  manipulation,  but  also  corrected  by  a 
careful  operation.     Dr.  E.  B.  Barrett,  house-physician  at  the  Bellevoe 
Hospital,  New  York,  reports  to  the  X.  Y.  Medical  Times  as  follows : 
Mary  Ann,  aged  17,  born  in  Ireland,  was  admitted  March  19, 1860, 
in  her  first  pregnancy.     Uterine  tumor  very  conical,  projecting  maik- 
edly  to  the  right  as  well  as  forward,  triangular  in  shape,  with  its  trans- 
verse diameter  greatest ;  os  uteri  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  quarter  of  a 
dollar,  and  dilatable ;  membranes  very  full,  projecting  strongly  from 
the  OS,  but  so  tense  that  no  part  of  the  child  could  be  felt,  from  danger 
of  rupturing  them  ;  pains  rather  teasing.     Little  or  no  progress  being 
evident  until  next  morning,  an  opiate  was  administered,  resulting  in  a 
refreshing  sleep,  after  which  tbiB  pains  increased  in  force  and  frequency, 
but  with  no  result  save  the  further  dilatation  of  the  os.     The  previous 
conjecture  that  a  transverse  presentation  existed,  was  rendered  nearlj 
certain  by  palpation.     Prof.  Barker  came  to  pay  hi|  daily  visit,  at  this 
juncture,  and,  concurring  in  the  opinion  just  stated,  decided  on  imme- 
diate interference.     The  patient  being  brought  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  the  head  could  be  felt  through  the  abdominal  walls,  in  the 
left  iliac  fossa,  above  the  pubis ;  the  pelvic  extremity  of  the  foetus  in 
the  right  iliac  fossa,  and  the  curve  of  its  back  strongly  projecting  for- 
ward ;  consequently  the  right  shoulder  was  the  presenting  part.     Ce- 
phalic version  was  decided  on  in  preference  to  the  ordinary  method, 
and  Dr.  Barker  at  once  proceeded  to  the  operation.     The  patient  being 
brought  to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  in  the  approved  position,  he  first 
attempted  to  elevate  the  pelvis  of  the  foetus  with  his  left  hand,  and  to 
depress  the  head  with  the  right,  acting  only  when  the  uterus  was  not 
contracting.     As  soon  as  he  had  succeeded  in  changing  the  position  of 
the  foetus,  strong  pressure  was  applied  over  the  left  iliac  fossa  by  an 
assistant,  while  Barker,  still  elevating  the  child's  pelvis  with  his  left 
hand,  introduced  two  fingers  of  the  other  into  the  vagina,  and  ruptured 
the  membranes  during  a  contraction.     The  waters  escaped  with  great 
force  and  abundance,  and  the  head  could  now  be  felt  in  the  superior 
strait.  The  administration  of  chloroform  was  now  discontinued.    Blight 
pains,  with  little  progress,  followed  for  fifteen  minutes,  and  as  the  foetal 
heart  was  beating  somewhat  feebly,  it  was  then  deemed  necessary  to 
apply  the  forceps.     With  them,  a  male  child,  weighing  eight  pounds, 
was  extracted  in  a  partially  asphyxiated  condition.     Respiration,  how- 
ever, was  established  in  a  short  time.     The  placenta  came  away  in  five 
minutes,  with  no  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  heemorrhage,  and  the 
mother  proceeded  to  a  rapid  recovery. 
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5.  Ocdusian  of  the  Os  Uteri,  impeding  Labor. — Dr.  Storer,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mw,  in  consnlUtion,  a  woman  who  had  been  in  labor  several  days, 
t&d  in  whom  no  os  uteri  could  be  found.  The  patient  had  formerly  been 
treated  for  ulceration  of  that  part,  by  the  repeated  application  of  caustic. 
Dr.  6.  made  an  incision  three  inches  in  length,  into  the  presenting  part 
of  the  womb.  An  hour  afterward,  there  being  no  pains,  he  opened 
the  hemd  and  delivered  the  child.  The  woman  recovered,  and  after- 
vtid  menstruated.  In  a  similar  case  of  obliteration,  without  preg- 
nancy, Dr.  J.  H.  Bennett  made  an  artificial  opening,  which  he  kept 
open  by  means  of  elastic  bougies  introduced  from  time  to  time. — Bos- 
km  Med,  and  Surg.  Journal. 

DISEASES  OF  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN. 

6.  Prolapeus  Uteri  and  CkUvanocaustic. — Prof.  Braun  recommends 
the  application  of  the  galvanocaustic  for  the  cure  of  prolapsed  womb, 
iderring  at  the  same  time  to  twenty-seven  cases  in  which  amputation 
wis  perfonned  either  with  the  knife,  scissors,  the  ecraseur,  or  Maison- 
leave's  extemporaneous  ligature.  Dangerous  accidents,  which  can  not 
be  tfoided  in  either  of  these  methods,  have  not  been  observed  when 
the  galvanocaustic  was  employed,  and  the  latter  seems  therefore  to 
offer  t  safe  and  preferable  method  of  operation.  It  can,  however,  be 
QHdonly  in  three  kinds  of  cases  :  1.  Where  there  is  a  prolongation 
of  the  vaginal  portion,  without  morbid  changes  in  the  middle  and 
ipper  parts  of  the  womb.  2.  Where  the  uterine  sound,  j)a8sing  into 
tbe  womb  to  a  depth  of  ^ve  inches,  touches  the  fundus  between  the 
centre  and  the  lower  aperture  of  the  pelvis.  3.  Where  the  peritoneal 
eorering  of  the  rectum  as  well  as  the  urinary  bladder  can  be  removed 
from  the  os  uteri  to  a  distance  of  an  inch  and  a  half.  (This  is  ascer- 
tained by  a  finger  passed  into  the  rectum  and  a  catheter  introduced 
into  the  bladder.)  The  bloody  separation  of  the  bladder  from  the 
oerm,  as  proposed  by  Huguier,  is  a  highly  dangerous  operation  and 
therefore  objectionable.  The  use  of  the  protective  needles  rccom- 
■caded  by  Simon  is  not  required,  when  we  restrict  the  application  of 
^  galvanocaustic  to  the  indications  above  given. —  Wien  Med. 
ViKkentcAr.,  31.  1859 ;  Vierteljahrschr.  f.  Prakt.  HeUk,  Bd.  65  ; 
IMO.l. 

*.  Cnicom  Uterus. — ^Twelve  cases  have  been  collected  by  Prof. 
Kw'TOinl  {Heidelberg  Verhandl.,  V.)  They  allow  the  following  con- 
^•»ion«  :  Mt^nstruation  is  the  same  as  with  a  normal-shaped  uterus. 
oleriliiT  i«  not  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  deformity,  but  is,  when 
Pftteni,  dpj^endent  upon  some  other  abnonnity ;  for  instance,  occlu- 
■Wftof  the  oviduct.  Tlie  developed  horn,  as  well  as  the  rudimental 
<*6»  may  admit  the  reception  and  development  of  an  impregnated 
•''■I ;  hut  this  will  not  take  place  in  the  rudiment,  exwpt  when  no 
fOBmtQnication  exists  l)etween  it  and  the  other  part.  It  is  probable, 
J^O'^erer,  that  this  communication  is  shut  up  by  the  pressure  of  the 
^teti  vei<«el»  and  the  decidua.  Women  with  a  unicorn  womb  and 
<nM  oTarr  may  give  birth  to  numerous  children  of  both  sexes,  as 
otknrved  by  Chauasier.     This  fact  destroys  the  old  theoiy  that  the  sex 
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of  the  foetus  is  dependent  upon  the  ovary.  The  unicorn  nteros  does 
not  prevent  repeated  gestations,  and  may  even  retain  twins  up  to  the 
full  tenu  ;  it  does  not  cause  abortion,  if  not  combined  with  other 
morbid  conditions.  Tlie  impregnated  rudimental  horn,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  always  liable  to  rupture,  which  usually  occurs  in  the  apex. 
The  condition  of  a  woman  with  a  unicorn  womb  during  pregnancy, 
depends  on  the  individuality.  Delivery  after  gestation  in  the  devel- 
oped horn  has  never  been  attended  by  particular  diflSculties.  "WTiere 
t^  foetus  was  contained  in  the  i*udiment,  the  case  has  been  almost 
always  mistaken  for  tubal  gestation. —  Vierteljahrschr.,  ut,  supra. 

7.  The  Yearly  Ripening  of  Ova  is  maintained  by  Dr.  Mattel, 
(  Oaz.  des  Hop.,  11, 1859,)  in  opposition  to  the  theory  of  monthly  mat- 
uration concurrently  with  menstruation.  He  believes  that  for  each 
ovary  only  one  annual  ripening  takes  place.  The  mouths  from  January 
to  April  are  especially  favorable  to  tliis  maturation.  Its  symptoms 
come  on  at  times  very  gently,  at  others  they  are  very  painful.  The 
general  appearances  are :  alteration  of  the  voice,  sleeplessness,  at 
times  neuralgia,  prostration,  vomiting,  frequently  palpitation,  cough, 
hoarseness,  without  material  changes  in  the  breasts.  Tlie  local  symp- 
toms consist  in  a  sensation  of  weight  or  pain  in  the  abdomen,  from 
the  sacrum  to  the  thighs,  and  especially  pains  in  that  side  of  the  pelvis 
whore  the  lymphatic  glands  are  swollen  and  tender.  Tliere  is  also 
heat  and  excitement  of  the  external  genitals.  The  menstruation  is 
disturbeil,  frequently  more  scanty  than  usual,  seldom  more  profuse ; 
it  comes  on  earlier,  attended  with  nausea.  At  times  leucorrhoea, 
diaiThoea,  dysuria,  sympathetic  symptoms  in  the  breasts,  pains  in  the 
ovarian  rcgion,  nausea,  even  hysterical  cramps ;  hematocele,  phleg- 
mone,  peritonitis.  These  symptoms  may  last  for  four,  twelve,  or  twen- 
ty-eight days,  and  tlien  disappear,  or  pass  into  symptoms  of  preg- 
nancy or  false  conception.  The  interval  between  the  riix?ning  of  the 
ova  in  the  two  ovaries  varies  from  four  days  to  five  months. — Brit, 
and  For,  Med.-Chir.  Review, 

8.  Case  of  Vicarious  Menstruation, — A  German  girl,  aged  20,  had 
never  menstruated  normally  ;  but  an  ulcer  on  the  inner  anterior  por- 
tion of  each  tibia  would  break  and  bleed  freely  each  month,  quite  reg- 
ularly, since  she  was  14  years  of  age.  She  had  spent  much  of  this 
time  under  the  care  of  physicians,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Grer- 
many  ;  had  tried  changes  of  air,  diet,  associations  and  traveling,  both 
by  sea  and  land,  besides  medication,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  Dr. 
McLaury  found  her,  in  August,  1859,  suffering  from  .periodic  pains, 
for  the  correction  of  which  he  gave  five  grains  of  the  iodide  of  po- 
tassa,  with  extract  of  conium.  For  the  menstrual  derangement,  the 
ordinary  pill  of  aloes  and  iron,  one  night  and  morning.  The  bowels 
moving  too  freely,  after  three  days  but  one  pill  a  day  was  ordered. 
In  just  eight  days  from  the  time  she  commenced  this  treatment,  she 
had  the  first  normal  menstruation  ;  and  the  catamenia  continued  reg- 
ular ever  since,  while  the  sores  on  the  legs  healed  completely. — -iV.  PI 
Med,  Press, 
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h  1K59,  I  troatetl  more  cases  of  bilious  fever  than  during  any  pre- 
▼ioiu  year.  The  cases  were  mostly  in  and  about  a  marshy  district. 
la  the  course  of  the  season  1  observeii  that  during  the  principal  part 
of  the  fever  the  pulse  was,  in  the  men  patients,  at  96  per  minute  ;  in 
the  women,  generally  higher.  This  was  so  unifonnly  so  as  to  attract 
BIT  tttention  ;  an«l  further  observation  through  the  season  confirmed 
the  iti-x  that  1H5  in  man  and  108  in  woman  was  the  standanl  pulse  of 
"*'^"i«»n.  In  cases  where  there  was  gastro-enteria,  or  gastro-enteric 
imittion  or  inflammation,  or  other  siwcial  irritation,  su{)eradded  to 
th*.'  "nlinan-  fever,  the  pulse  rose  to  a  higher  point.  I  furtlier  ob- 
*r^t^i,  iluring  the  name  w^ason,  that  quinine  wouM  not  interrupt  the 
»^T*^iu  man,  anlesK  the  pulse  was  at  or  below  72,  nor  in  woman  till 
M  "f  l-liiw  S4.  My  observations  this  season,  I860,  have  crmfirmcd, 
■'^^riiely,  th«*  above,   having  treate<l  numerous  cases  of  miasmatic 

t»«^'''ntly  I  was  struck  with  the  remarkable  fact  that  those  numbers 
^^^  th  jml$e  M9ually  indiccUed  were  exact  multiples  of  V2t'*i\i\i\  that 
uw  *i4.^k^  fj(  increase  and  diminution  were  12  ;  from  which  I  conceived 
™T||..n»  niuat  U?  some  exact  law  of  gradation.  I  began,  therefore, 
•  ^r;.'^  i,f  rareful  o]>K«'rvatioiis  on  the  pulse  of  individuals  in  all 
''■a-litiun,.  both  of  health  and  disease,  whi<h  resulted  in  a  remarkable 
'"till nujii inn  of  the  crmt-eptiou,  and  from  which  observations  I  ileduce 
"•*  i'Mhwiue  chronal  law  : 

iM.  The  nnmbcr  of  pulsations  per  minute  in  the  adult  man,  in  a 
iir.— 9. 
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state  of  health  and  repose  of  body  and  mind,  are  60 ;  of  the  adult 
woman,  72.  There  are  a  few  exceptions,  in  which  they  will  be  fonnd 
respectively  48  and  60.  Both  in  sickness  and  health,  the  correspoad- 
ing  grade  of  woman's  pulse  is  12  above  man's. 

2d.  Uneasy  attitudes,  and  various  disturbing  causes,  vary  these 
numbers.  The  pulse  of  men,  generally,  during  business  hours,  and 
also  of  women,  is  often  found  from  12  to  36  above  these  numbera; 
but  it  is  seldom  found  to  remain  long  on  any  other  point  than  one  of 
the  multiples. 

3d.  The  accidental  variations  from  the  multiples  of  12  ai*e  more 
common  in  ordinary  health  than  in  fever. 

4th.  In  fever  the  pulse  will  always  be  found,  when  regular,  at  1% 
84,  96,  108,  120,  132,  144,  156 ;  above  which  last  point  the  patient 
will  die,  if  a  woman,  and  when  above  144,  if  a  man.  In  some  ex- 
ceptional cases  the  patient  will  die  with  pulse  not  above  108  up  to 
the  time  of  death,  or  until  it  is  lost.  In  other  cases  the  pulse  will 
arise  to  144  or  156,  near  the  time  of  death,  and  then  descend  with 
some  regularity  till  lost  a  short  time  before  death. 

5th.  The  pulse  will  be  found  at  intermediate  points  for  a  brief 
period  during  the  transit  from  one  point  to  another,  and  while  the 
patient  is  under  temporary  excitement,  either  mental  or  physical ;  bnt 
under  permanent  or  continued  excitement  it  will  settle  on  a  regolar 
point. 

6th.  The  lowest  grade  of  febrile  pulse  in  man  is  72,  in  woman 
generally  84,  except  in  some  peculiar  typhoid  states,  when  it  falls 
actually  below  standard.  But  it  is  questionable  whether  fever  really 
exists  in  such  a  state. 

7th.  The  pulse  of  children  obeys  the  same  law  of  gi'adation  by  12, 
though  it  is  often  difficult  to  keep  a  child  quiet  long  enough  to  make 
an  accurate  observation. 

8th.  There  are  some  apparent  and  probably  some  real  excepticms 
to  these  laws  ;  but  in  by  far  the  most  cases,  when  a  pulse  is  found  to 
vary  from  these  numbers  it  will  settle  to  the  grade  above  or  below  in 
a  few  minutes,  except  regular  sub-grades,  which  frequently  continue 
longer. 

9th.  In  persons  in  ordinary  health  there  will  be  found  more  varia- 
tion when  hungry,  when  greatly  fatigued,  and  after  a  full  meal,  than 
at  ordinary  times.  Excessive  use  of  tobacco,  and  other  causes  which 
weaken  or  derange  the  nervous  force,  cause  irregularity. 

10th.  A  pulse  of  84  or  96  is  not  of  rare  occurrence  in  persons  of 
ordinary  health,  during  business  hours  ;  72  and  84  are  the  most  com- 
mon numbers  daring  the  day. 
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W^.  In  many  cases,  both  in  health  and  disease,  the  pulse  will 
Ttpidly  increase  or  diminish  in  frequency  when  first  manipulated,  and 
in  some  persons  this  irritability  will  continue  several  minutes,  so  that 
it  will  be  found  at  any  irregular  point  between  the  true  point  and  the 
gndes  next  above  and  below  ;  but  unless  there  is  some  peculiar  state 
of  hetlth  or  disease,  it  will  generally  soon  settle  on  a  regular  grade 
or  sub-grade.  The  regular  differences  of  number  between  lying, 
lining,  and  standing,  are  by  grades  and  sub-gi'ades  depending  upon 
thenen-e  force  of  the  individual. 

1^.  There  is  a  regular  sub-gradation  by  six  found  in  persons  of 
ordintry  health,  while  standing,  sitting,  etc.,  and  in  convalescents : 
thene  pulseH  of  54,  66,  78,  90,  etc.,  but  in  most  cases  of  short  dura- 
tion. There  is  also  a  more  transient  under  sub-gradaiion  —  sixths 
ind  thirds  of  12,  which  gives  pulses  of  58,  62,  64,  68,  70,  etc.,  as 
Ikigh  M  154  ;  these  are  all  more  transient  than  the  regular  sub-grada- 
tion by  6. 

Tneven  numbers  are  of  exceedingly  rare  occurrence.  'Pulses  of  the 
tinder  Bub -grades  and  uneven  numbers  may  all  properly  be  called 
tnti^tiwi  pulses. 

hmarke. — I  think  the  reason  we  often  have  pulses  reported  at 
incgnlar  numbers  is,  that  they  are  not  carefully  counted  long  enough. 

Exwnple :  An  error  of  counting  of  one  in  a  quarter,  or  two  in  the 
k»lf  minute,  gives  an  error  of  four  in  the  minute ;  hence  we  get  64, 

W.  T6,  W),  etc.     An  error  o£  one  in  tlie  minute  gives  61,  70,  73,  83, 

«tr.,  which  must  generally  be  erroneous.     Another  fruitful  cause  of 

wror  \%  the  omission  to  notice  the  irregularity  of  the  first  ten  or  fifteen 

»con«i«. 
^ince  discovering  the  facts  of  the  above  laws  I  have  not  seen  much 

**'  ci>ntinoe*l   fever ;  but  what  cases  I  have  seen  were  confirmatory. 

'^^tlibi*,  an«l  diseases  of  the  heart,  are  obedient  to  the  same  laws,  but 

'WoUious  reasons  are  more  subject  than  fever  to  transient  variation 

tntioie. 

1  think  any  one  who  has  carefully  observed  in  continued  fever  can 
**il  to  inin«i  particular  cases  in  which  the  pulse  remained  for  days  at 
•^•nj^of  the  numl>or8  given  above.  The  following  obser>'ations  will 
^''^R^t  Kom«»  reasons  why  this  exact  gradation  has  not  been  noted 
^J  Oiiny  :  Most  physicians  examine  the  pulse  without  counting  by  a 
'^•tch ;  tutl  many  of  those  who  do  use  a  wat<'h  count  only  a  minute, 
or  ptrt  of  a  minute,  by  which  means  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at 
•'^'^•(.T.  The  other  qualities  of  the  pulse  than  its  frequency  convey 
^tiA^rmt  notions  of  frequency  through  the  sense  of  touch,  to-wit :  A 
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very  round  and  tolerably  soft  pulse,  without  jerk,  bound,  or  vibriution, 
conveys  the  notion  of  unfrcqucncy  ;  a  hard,  jerking,  bounding,  oi 
vibrating  pulse  conveys  the  notion  of  frequency.  The  particular  men- 
tal or  physical  condition  of  the  observer  varies  his  perception  of  tima^ 
viz. :  when  one  examines  a  pulse  when  drowsy,  or  just  after  Vising 
from  sleep,  the  pulse  will  seem  to  him  more  frequent ;  when  one  is  in 
a  hurry  it  will  seem  slow,  and  the  like.  There  is  only  one  way  to 
arrive  at  accuracy,  and  that  is  to  carefully  and  for  a  length  of  time 
count  by  a  watch. 

The  subject  is  so  new  that  it  would  be  premature  for  me  to  attempt 
many  deductions  at  this  time ;  but  if  these  are  found  to  be  the  real 
iifM  laws  of  the  pulse,  the  conclusion  is  obvious  that  important  hints 
can  be  taken  from  them  in  diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  treatment.  I  shall 
only  venture  the  following 

Deductions. — ^I  have  already  intimated  that  quinine  operates  anti- 
periodical,  when  the  pulse  in  the  two  sexes  are  at  or  below  72  and  84, 
which  are  the  first  fever  grades  ;  but  I  suppose  if  the  pulse,  during  an 
intermission,  were,  in  consequence  of  special  excitement,  at  or  above 
these  numbers,  the  medicine  would  operate  nevertheless.  Let  it  be 
borne  in  mind  that  quinine  is  an  anti-intemuttent,  and  not  an  anii- 
remittent,  and  then  it  will  be  apparent  why  it  operates  with  a  pnlse 
below  the  first  four  grades  :  it  is  simply  because  there  is  an  intermis- 
sion. Then,  if  this  be  true,  we  gain  some  light  on  the  question  of  ad- 
ministering quinine  in  the  various  forms  of  continued  fever,  viz. :  we 
need  not  give  quinine  in  continued  fever  with  a  view  to  terminate 
directly  the  fever,  because  it  is  not  intermittent.  It  is  continued  by 
some  cause  over  which  quinine  has  no  direct  control ;  and  this  we 
may  know  by  observing  the  grade  of  pulse ;  and  many  will  save,  by 
observing  the  rule,  a  large  amount  of  the  medicine,  as  well  as  vexa- 
tion. When  we  visit  our  fever  patient,  and  find  the  pulse  averaging 
below  the  grade  on  which  it  was  stationary  the  previous  day,  we  may 

NoTR. — I  do  not  court  controversy,  with  those  who  talk  of  curing  bilioiu  feren 
with  quinino,  or  of  breaking  up  terrible  western  fevers  by  giving  the  quinine  in  the 
high  febrile  stage:  I  merely  say  I  can  not  do  it.  I  know  very  well  that  quinine 
may  sometimcp,  during  the  paroxysm  of  an  intermittent,  and  if  he  docs  not  happen 
to  vomit  it  up,  take  good  effect  during  the  intermission ;  but  I  never  found  it  pro- 
fitable to  either  the  patient  or  myself  to  give  it  in  that  way.  During  one  seaaon 
I  made  numerous  attempts  to  break  up  remitting  bilious  fever  with  the  medicine^ 
given  both  during  the  paroxysm  and  the  remission  :  the  result  was  that  a  good  muiy 
doses  were  wasted  by  vomiting.  I  concluded  that  ipecac  was  a  cheaper  and  better 
emetic  than  quinino,  and  so  left  off  that  kind  of  practice.  However,  in  some  cases  of 
bilious  fever,  where  the  patient  is  comatose,  with  thick,  yellow,  brown,  or  blaok  eoat 
on  the  tongue,  quinine  will  aid  in  changing  the  action. 
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ml  assured  that  the  feyer  is  about  abating  on  grade,  at  least ;  if 
we  find  it  above,  we  are  snre  the  fever  is  increasing  by  a  regular 
amount.  If  our  woman  patient  has  a  pulse  of  108,  we  know  that 
ihe  is  not  more  sick  than  the  man  with  a  pulse  of  96.  If  the  wo- 
Bin's  pulne  arises  to  144,  we  do  not  conclude  that  she  will  certainly 
die;  but  if  the  man's  pulse  arises  to  that  point,  and  above,  we  an- 
awmce  to  his  friends  that  they  have  no  grounds  of  hope  in  the  case. 
Tlii«  tt  least  is  the  general  rule,  and  the  exceptions  are  few. 

I  gite  below  numerical  statistics  of  observations  with  the  promi- 
MK  peculiarities  of  each  case  briefly  noted.  I  give  the  particulars  of 
well  i  hrge  number  of  observations,  so  that  it  may  be  seen  that  I 
ktTe  not  formed  my  conclusions  from  a  partial  or  hasty  view.  While 
••giged  in  the  obser^-ations,  I  have  been  careful  to  note  all  the  cases 
ctrrfully  observed,  as  well  as  those  which  give  regular  grades  and 
'vtn  nmnbers,  as  irregular  and  uneven  numbers  ;  and  it  will  be  seen, 
in  netrfj  every  case  where  there  is  an  irregular  number,  that  there 
vu  tome  reason  for  it.  I  have  not  noted  the  pulses  of  all  the  pa* 
^wrts  visited  during  the  time,  because  I  could  not  always  have  time 
■•d  opportunity  to  carefully  count  the  pulse  long  enough  to  get  its 
^  Domber.  Those  persons  who  were  examined  in  ordinary  health 
^we  sitting,  unless  otherwise  noted ;  others  were  in  bed,  or  sitting, 
••  Boted.     Mv  methtxi  of  examination  is  to  continue  the  observation 

« 

iBCichctse  till  the  temporary  excitement,  if  any  exists,  abates,  and 
«*  count  the  Wats  from  one  to  five  or  more  minutes,  and  then  im- 
■rfistely  note  down  the  result  and  the  pai-ticiilars  of  the  case.  In 
•<w>f  canes  the  first  minute  gives  as  true  an  indication  as  longer  time ; 
^  fi^jiK'ntly  it  retpiires  several  minutes. 

A»  it  i^  the  chronal  law  that  I  am  aiming  to  demonstrate,  no  attcn- 
^'^  hig  |iei»n  paid  in  my  notations  to  any  other  qualities  of  the  pulse 
**tt  iti*  chronal  qualities.  In  my  note-book  the  cases  are  nearly  all 
■we  fally  descril>ed  than  in  the  synopsis ;  but  I  deemed  it  more 
^portaiit  to  pres«*nt  a  large  number  of  cases  than  to  present  a 
*•  men-  fully  ilescribe<i ;  for  it  is  the  numerical  character  aimed  at 
*^y,  and  the  largfT  the  numl>er  of  cases  presenteii  the  more  nearly 
•approach  th<»  tiuth. 

As  my  uuml>ei-s  and  facts  appear  to  me  conclusive,  it  only  remains 

"*tfce  Tra«Ier  to  consider  whether  my  observations  have  l)een  care- 

W'J  made  and  faithfully  recorded  and  published  ;  in  proof  of  which 

1  lute  oothiug  to  offer  but  the  facts  as  here  stated,  and  leave  it  for 

^*^  person  interestetl  to  prove  by  his  own  observations,  which  he  can 

do  Id  a  veiy  few  days,  by  careful  obser\*ation. 


142  Original  CammunicaHans.  [Hai 

There  will  be  found  a  larger  proportion  of  irregular  pulses  in 
city  than  country,  for  very  obvious  reasons.  ^ 

[Dr.  McBride  here  adds  a  tabular  statement  of  more  than  one  hundred 
servations  of  the  pulse,  giving  in  detail  the  occupation,  age,  condition  of  he 
or  diciease,  etc.,  etc.,  of  each  individual.  This  table  is  of  conside^ble  len 
and  we  take  the  liberty,  with  our  pi^ss  of  matter,  to  crowd  it  out;  remi 
ing,  however,  that  these  observations  in  a  remarkable  degree  confirm  and 
tify  the  deductions  of  the  essay. — Eds.] 

There  are  carried  out  in  the  table  129  actual  observations,  w1 
give :  Regular  multiples,  90 ;  sub-grades,  8  ;  irregular,  31.  Tc 
129.     Proportion  :  2  J^f  regular,  to  1  sub-grade  and  irregular. 

With  a  view  to  further  confirm  or  refute  the  principles  declared 
the  ckronal  laws,  I  recently,  in  November,  1860,  carefully  made 
noted  forty-five  observations,  not  one  of  which  was  a  regular  £e^ 
five  were  on  a  woman  who  had  nearly  died  of  menorrhagia  ;  three 
a  boy  with  atonic  hydrocephalus  ;  several  were  upon  persons  drinl 
and  smoking,  some  of  whose  pulses  would  of  course  be  irr^^ 
several  upon  persons  who  had  come  in  from  hard  labor,  riding,  < 
in  cold,  windy  weather ;  some  hysterical,  etc.,  etc.  In  neMj  6i 
irregular  case  there  was  some  very  obvious  cause  apparent.  They 
suited  thus :  Kegular  multiples  from  60  to  132,  23 ;  regular  f 
grades  from  54  to  114,  13 ;  irregular  and  under  sub-grades  from 
to  98,  9, —  the  multiples  in  this  medley  of  cases  being  one  more  t 
half,  and  the  irregular  cases  one-fifth  of  the  whole.  It  will  also 
seen  hereby  that  there  are  more  irregular  pulses  at  this  season  of 
year  than  in  the  fever  season. 


i»   m 


ABTICLE    II. 

Milk-Sioknett. 

Valedictory  Address  delivered  before  the  New  CMtle  Medical  Society,  June  9th,  186Q 

BY  ISAAC  MENDENHALL,  M.D.,  ASHLAXD,  IND. 

Gentlemen  : — Soon  after  the  organization  of  our  society,  sev 
members  seemed  anxious  that  this  subject  should  be  discussed, 
order  to  bring  the  subject  before  you,  your  president  appointed  at 
ferent  times  a  member  to  read  an  essay  on  the  subject.     They  ha^ 
failed,  I  thought  that  I  would  at  least  give  it  a  passing  notice, 
thereby  get  the  opinions  of  other  members. 

Bistort/. — As  far  as  we  know,  the  first  notice  of  the  disease 
published  in  Cincinnati,  in  1809,  and  consisted  of  the  observati 
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oliyr.  Sarbee,  a  highly  intelligent  physician  of  Bourbon  county,  Ky., 

m\o*  on  a  visit  to  the  upper  settlements  on  the  great  Miami  river, 

fiifl became  acquainted  with  it.  *     Since  that  time  our  medical  journals 

ba^e  presented  a  great  many  papers  on  this  malady ;  but  notwith- 

ttamliDg  the  ability  with  which  some  of  them  have  been  drawn  up, 

moth  obscurity  and  doubt  envelope  the  malady.     Kentucky,  liberal 

in  her  efforts  to  relieve  the  afflicted,  several  years  ago  offered  a  reward 

for  the  discovery  of  the  remote  cause  or  causes  of  the  disease ;  but  no 

one  has  yet  appeared  to  claim  the  prize  with  success. 

This  disease  has  been  known  in  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  I  believe 
it  has  not  yet  appeared  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  In  these  re- 
gions it  haA  been  known  at  different  times  and  different  places ;  but 
it  Appears  to  be  more  prevalent  in  summer  and  autumn,  though  no 
nakoa  is  entii-ely  exempt  from  its  ravage. 

1  hare  called  this  disease  mUk-sickneiS,  from  which  you  will  infer 
thtt  it  is  a  disease  produced  in  man  by  the  milk  of  the  cow,  that  con- 
tiiis  a  "peculiar"  poison.  Prof.  Slack  terms  it  er^odelaieria,  and 
Mys  it  iii  caused  by  the  cattle  eating  blasted  grain.  As  yet,  we  have 
•0  proof  that  blasted  grain  produces  the  disease.  As  yet,  we  arc  en- 
tirely ignorant  in  regard  to  the  cause  of  the  malady  in  the  gramniv- 
on>iu  animals  :  man  generally  receives  the  poison  by  using  the  flesh, 
Bilk,  butUT,  cheese,  etc.,  of  the  gramuivorous  animals  that  have 
itttiveil  a  charge  of  the  poison.  Dogs  eating  of  the  flesh  get  the 
ilowii,  and  are  unable  to  attend  their  masters'  calling.  Buzzards  can 
not  dv  after  eating  the  poisoned  flesh  ;  and  all  animals  that  eat  of  the 
^1  varra>rH(.»K  are  more  or  less  affected.  Tlie  disease  is  known  by 
'^•nimaU  tnnnbling  on  exertion.  Whilst  at  rest,  no  manifestations 
of  'lihetso  oan  Ihj  observed.  In  many  instances,  it  is  no  uncommon 
octQirvm-r  for  t-atlle  to  drop  down  dead  after  being  drove  some  four 
^  ^vc  niili*«,  that  present  no  symptoms  of  disease  prior  to  the  travel. 
IniiU'MitTate  exorcise  is  not  a  prerequisite  of  the  manifestation  of  the 
oi^t^M-:  th<'y  will  tremble  while  in  their  ordinary  occupation  of 
F^iini:.  auii  ilie  without '  the  heat  of  labor.  Calves  will  eject  their 
*'Jktii»i  tail  down  and  die,  whilst  sucking ;  and  hogs  will  eject  their 
fwii.  Th«'.v;  are  the  common  symptoms  by  which  the  disease  is 
Mom  in  the  animals,  until  a  post-mortem  examination  reveals  the 
loilowiag  phenomena  :  Tlie  stomach  and  intestines  are  inflamed  ;  the 
■ifcriQu  CQ^X   is  measurably  destroyed  ;  the  entire  coats  are  in  some 

*Arc(rdlBC  to  the  Ulf>  Dr.  Drmke,  it  wu  knovn  in  North  Carolina  eighty  years  ago.     rw<« 
"        /«v«.  tf  Mtdieai  mmd  Pkfftktd  Seitmnt,  iz.,  24.3,  vbicfa  I  found  after  penning  the  above . 
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cases  gangrenous ;  they  are  a  dark,  or,  I  might  say,  of  a  black  ap* 
pearance.  This  black  color  is  not  a  mere  congestion ;  the  coatg  an 
not  firm,  though  they  are  not  easily  broken  down.  In  the  ventricu- 
Ins,  or  paunch,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  whole  alimentary  canals 
is  found  a  substance  conglomerated  and  resembling  cemented  saw 
dust,  in  the  shape  of  balls,  somewhat  elongated,  some  of  them  per^' 
fectly  adherent  to  the  coats  of  the  digestive  tube,  whilst  others  are 
loose. 

So  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  semeiology  of  the  diseases  of 
animals,  and  their  morbid  appearances  after  death,  there  is  no  disease 
analogous  to  the  one  under  consideration  ;  as  stated  before,  there  ia 
nothing  known  in  regard  to  the  cause,  up  to  this  time.  Cultivation 
of  the  soil  is  considered  a  sure  preventive ;  we  may  therefore  infer 
that  it  is  of  vegetable  origin.  The  horse,  mule,  cow,  goat,  sheep, 
hog,  dog,  and  buzzard,  have  all  been  known  to  have  the  disease. 
Symptoms  in  man :  All  ages  are  susceptible  to  an  attack,  though 
children  are  not  so  apt  to  be  taken  down  by  its  invasion  as  the  adult. 
When  the  invalid  is  about  to  be  taken  down  he  feels  weary,  and  trem- 
bles more  or  less  on  exertion,  and  experiences  pain,  numbness,  and 
slight  cramps  or  the  extremities ;  at  the  same  time  he  generally  be* 
comes  costive,  and  under  fatigue  is  likely  to  experience  nausea ;  hie 
appetite  is  not  generally  impaired  at  first,  but  has  a  feeling  of  deprea'* 
sion  and  burning  at  the  stomach  ;  is  in-esolute,  and  is  as  much  indis- 
posed to  mental  as  bodily  effort.  He  may  continue  in  this  situation 
for  some  time  and  recover  spontaneously,  or  with  the  aid  of  a  mild 
cathartic ;  but  more  commonly,  under  the  influence  of  an  exciting 
cause,  severe  symptoms  supervene :  a  full  meal,  indigestible  food  in 
the  stomach,  or  exertion,  is  such  an  one.  The  invalid  being  subject 
to  these,  full  vomiting  comes  on,  with  much  epigastric  distress.  He 
throws  up  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  and,  continuing  at  short  inter- 
vals to  vomit  or  retch,  brings  up  small  quantities  of  acrid  mucnfl, 
tinged  in  streaks  or  spots  of  an  indigo  color,  but  very  seldom  any 
bile.  As  the  disease  advances  it  becomes  of  a  muddy,  dirty  appear- 
ance ;  the  vomiting  is  so  obstinate  in  many  cases  that  not  a  particle 
of  medicine  or  fluid  can  be  retained  for  some  time ;  there  seems, 
indeed,  to  be  an  inverted  peristaltic  action  of  the  stomach  and  bov.'els ; 
during  the  intervals  the  patient  lies  on  his  back,  and  throws  himself 
from  side  to  side  of  the  bed.  Tliere  is  insatiable  thirst :  his  urgent 
desire  is  water,  to  allay,  as  he  confidently  expects,  the  burning  sensa- 
'  tion  of  the  stomach,  which  is  a  constant  symptom  ;  its  soothing 
effects  are  but  temporary ;  it  is  soon  ejected,  and  he  urgently  calls  for 
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Bore.  In  the  midst  of  theso  symptoms  his  bowels  remain  torpid, 
thongfa  in  some  cases  diarrhoea  is  present.  But  little  pain  is  com- 
pUined  of  in  the  bowels,  and  they  do  not  appear  to  swell,  but  the 
coitnrT,  and  seem  retracted  and  reduced  in  volume  ;  so  much  so  that 
tlie  pulsations  of  the  abdominal  aorta  can  be  distinctly  felt,  and  is 
foud  beating  with  unwarranted  violence.  The  discharges  from  the 
bowelH  consist  at  first  of  the  natural  excrements  contained  in  them. 
Thev  loon  change  to  a  dirty  soap-suds  appearance,  and  very  offen- 
BTc  to  the  olfactory  organs ;  after  the  use  of  medicine,  they  look  as 
uir  like  jelly  and  green  moss  chewed  and  mixed  together  as  any- 
tluQg  I  can  compare  it  too.  The  breath  is  generally  offensive,  some- 
vbftt  resembling  the  smell  of  ptyalism  and  chloroform.  I  heard 
MOW  of  the  farmers  say  it  resembled  the  odor  evolved  from  the  rattle- 
>BAko.  I  have  frequently  noticed  the  same  fietor  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tot  in  the  breath  of  children  affected  with  worms. 

In  tiie  forming  stages  thera  is  but  little  change  in  the  appearance  of 
tk  tongue,  but  it  soon  coats  over  with  a  light  white  fur ;  after  a  few 
^y*  it  inclines  to  change  to  a  brown  color,  particularly  the  middle 
put ;  the  tip  and  edges  are  then  of  a  red  and  iiery  color.  The  pulse 
it  bat  little  increased  in  frequency  at  first,  most  generally  a  little 
Muv  the  normal  range  of  action ;  but  as  the  disease  advances,  and 
pitas  the  patient  in  imminent  jeopanly,  the  pulse  increases  in  fre- 
<|Qe&cy.  Tlie  respiration  is  with  an  occasional  sigh,  with  a  distross- 
iift  wnne  of  oppression  in  the  chest.  If  the  disease  is  not  arrested, 
^  irritation  of  the  stomach  increases ;  and  if  the  discharges  were 
M  i)iack  Wfore,  they  soon  bd'omc  so,  and  sometimes  assume  the 
*oft*-grounil  color  of  the  yellow  fever.  The  breathing  becomes  more 
^preiiKivc,  with  a  sense  of  sinking  of  the  chest ;  and  an  inability  to 
Hfiply  the  want  is  felt  in  the  chest.  The  pulse  is  now  small,  fre- 
^Qmt,  and  feeble,  the  countenance  shrunken  and  anxious,  the  surface 
«^l  or  ooM,  and  cold  extremities,  whilst  the  trunk  is  generally  hot, 
^^•nuer  than  natural.  After  several  days,  perhaps  a  week  or  more 
W  tlio  i-ommem^ement,  if  the  bowels  have  not  been  evacuated,  they 
*>^ipt  to  give  way  spontaneously;  tympanitis  takes  place,  and  the 
P^^t  lias  frtH|uent  griping  pains,  and  frequent  watery  mucous  dis- 
*■•'»!»**.  tin>^l  with  blood.  The  tongue  becomes  dry,  red,  and  fis- 
"^i.  the  dorsum  is  covered  with  a  dark  fur,  sordes  collect  &bout  the 
'••t  Kfrene.HS  of  the  throat,  with  difficult  deglutition,  sometimes 
^^r,  iud  the  patient  lies  on  his  bed  with  his  legs  drawn  up.  These 
TiiipComs  may  continue  a  few  hours,  or  perhaps  a  few  days,  when 
''^'or  comes  on,  the  pulse  ceases  to  be  felt  at  the  wrist,  and  death 
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takes  place,  preceded  by  profound  coma.  A  favorable  terminatio; 
of  the  disease  is  marked  by  a  gradual  diminution  of  all  the  chaa 
acteristic  symptoms,  until  they  disappear,  though  the  convalescence  i 
sometimes  very  tedious  ;  and  a  liability  to  relapses  remains  for  a  lonj 
time,  which  may  be  called  into  action  by  an  over-meal,  fatigue,  excefi 
sivc  exertion,  or  exposure  to  either  excessive  heat  or  vicissitudes  c 
temperature. 

But  little  is  known  in  regard  to  the  pathology.  Public  opinion  i 
so  averse  to  post-mortem  examinations  that  it  is  very  rare  that  a  phy 
sician  has  the  opportunity  to  make  one.  Dr.  Graff  says,  in  a  womai 
who  died  of  the  disease  he  found  inflammation  of  the  meninges,  mn< 
congestion  with  softening  of  the  substances  of  the  brain.  The  stom 
ach  was  slightly  contracted,  and  the  mucous  membrane  was  reddenei 
in  patches  ;  there  were  a  few  ounces  of  bloody  serum  in  the  peritonea 
cavity,  the  liver  deeply  engorged,  and  darker  than  in  health  ;  and  th 
gall-bladder  was  distended  with  bile.  Dr.  William  Trafton,  of  Ev 
ansvillc,  Ind.,  is  stated  by  Dr.  Byford  to  have  found  inflammation  o 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  rigid  contraction  of  the  pylori' 
orifice,  a  dry  and  hard  condition  of  the  feculent  matter  in  the  bowels 
and  a. total  absence  of  intestinal  gases.  Dr.  Dickey,  in  a  case  tha 
died  with  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  found,  on  opening  the  ab 
domen,  the  peritoneum  was  inflamed  and  gangrenous,  the  major  curv 
ature  of  the  stomach  was  injected  of  a  bright  pink  color ;  the  lesser  curv 
ature  and  orifices  were  pale  —  the  contents  resembled  a  chalk  mixtun 
intermingled  with  globules  of  oil.  This  was  oleum  ricini,  that  ha< 
been  taken  during  his  illness.  The  mucous  coat  was  much  destroyed 
and  deprived  of  epithelium,  there  being  an  appearance  of  having  sup- 
purated throughout  its  whole  surface  of  the  duodenum  and  stomach 
Brunner's  gland  was  enlarged  and  red,  but  no  signs  of  ulceration 
Passing  on  to  the  jejunum,  we  found  still  more  evidence  of  iuilamma 
tory  action  in  this  as  well  as  the  ilium  ;  the  mucous  coat  was  casil} 
separated  by  the  finger  nail,  and  the  external  surface  of  the  latter  pre 
sented  flakes  of  white  and  green.  •  Peyer's  patches  were  decidodl} 
ulcerated.  The  contents  of  the  coecum  were  much  the  same  as  tb 
ilium ;  the  coats  were  foimd  to  be  all  aftected,  of  a  muddy,  dirt] 
appearance,  some  parts  inclining  to  a  green  color.  The  large  intes 
tines  contained  much  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  Colon  in  some  parti 
rather  pale,  in  others  gangrenous.  There  was  ramolissement  of  tb 
liver.  The  border  of  the  right  lobe  dark  and  indurated,  left  lob< 
mottled.  The  lobus  spigelii  and  quadratus  quite  normal.  The  gall 
bladder  was  much  distended  with  a  thick,  tenacious  fluid.     Mesenteri< 
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glinds  motley.  The  organs  situated  in  the  thorax  were  healthy.  By 
comparing  the  morbid  appearances  as  here  presented  with  those  of  the 
•nimil,  we  will  find  that  the  mucous  coats  of  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines suffer  most.  Although  the  evidence  here  is  not  gleaned  from 
miny  cases,  yet  those  from  the  animal  are  founded  on  numerous  dis- 
lections. 

Prognosis. — ^This  is  a  very  grave  disease.  '  The  physician  should 
not  promise  too  inuch :  we  can  not  tell  what  amount  of  poison  wo 
will  bive  to  deal  with.  When  pressed  for  an  opinion,  give  it  cau- 
tioQKlj.  If  the  patient  has  a  tolerably  good  constitution,  and  called 
•trly,  it  will  generally  end  well. 

Diagnosis. — ^The  prominent  diagnostic  characters  of  milk-sickness 
w:  Violent  and  incessant  vomiting,  generally  constipation,  absence 
of  bile  in  the  matters  discharged,  a  retracted  state  of  the  abdomen, 
aikil  i  hardened  condition  of  the  same.  The  heart  manifests  a  con- 
^Mre  action,  and  excessive  palpitation  of  the  abdominal  aorta, 
tWighont  the  course  of  the  disease,  distressing  burning  and  sinking 
of  the  stomAch  and  bowels.  Great  mental  discomfort ;  an  excessive 
•tt"!  peculiar  odor  of  the  breath ;  and  with  these  the  evidence  of  en- 
ttphilic  or  abdominal  inflammation,  and  in  bad  cases  a  depraved  state 
of  ihe  blood,  and  great  nervous  prostration. 

Trtalmeni. — Venesection  has  been  but  seldom  employed  in  this  dis- 
CMe,  and  should  not  be  rccommende<l  only  where  the  brain  and  its 
*«nbnne8  appear  to  be  affected.  Cupping  the  abdomen  and  scrobi- 
nloii  cordis  may  be  used  to  an  advantage.  Cathartics  are  the  reme- 
w»»  nniversally  employed.  We  need  not  state  the  individual  experi- 
•■€*•  of  physicians  in  regard  to  their  use :  both  they  and  the  people 
**ke  the  indication  of  ojHining  the  bowels  the  indication  of  curCt  and 
iifinn  that  when  the  bowels  are  freely  moved  the  patient  rapidly 
'hovers.  In  the  forming  stages,  catharsis  is  generally  easy  to  be  ac- 
^'^oiplihhcd  ;  after  vomiting  has  commenced,  the  difficulty  is  greatly 
^•'^tfted.  We  consider  that  when  the  bowels  are  freely  moved  in  a 
■^m*  t-ase,  our  labors  are  only  commenced.  Our  plan  is  this  :  Give 
*^^  thirty  to  sixty  grains  of  calomel ;  and  if  the  bowels  are  not 
^^9^  within  four  hours,  give  oleum  ricini,  or  an  infusion  of  senna 
■*!  t-phom  salts.  If  these  do  not  have  the  desired  effect  within  three 
^'  fuur  hours  more,  I  use  enemas  composed  of  jalap,  aloes,  oleum 
^'^^i,  and  warm  water  ;  use  them  every  hour  until  the  bowels  are 
*ot#^i  freely.  The  calomel  I  give  in  sugar  and  water  ;  if  it  is  ejected, 
*  i*peat  every  half  hour  until  I  get  a  dose  to  stay  down.  If  the  irri- 
^iiitj  of  the  stomach  should  continue  very  long,  I  use  sinapisms  or 
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epispastics  ;  in  some  cases,  a  cloth  dipped  in  cold  water  and  applied 
to  the  Rcrobiculns  cordis  has  a  very  sanative  efifect.  The  above  coome 
is  persisted  in  and  repeated  every  twenty-fonr  hours,  until  the  green, 
mossy  appearance  of  the  discharges  is  changed  to  more  of  a  biliary 
character.  Experience  has  convinced  me  that  it  is  perfectly  useless 
to  give  calomel  in  alterative  doses,  in  this  disease  ;  by  giving  it  in 
cathartic  doses,  it  will  lie  in  the  system  long  enough  to  have  all  the 
alterative  effect  that  is  needed. 

I  am  aware  that  there  are  some  physicians  opposed  to  the  use  of 
calomel  in  this  disease,  for  what  good  reason  I  do  not  know.  I  have 
tried  to  get  along  without  it,  but  found  that  I  was  losing  valuable 
time,  not  being  able  to  find  any  other  cathartic  that  would  remain 
long  enough  to  do  any  good.  We  find  the  vitiated  secretions  and 
excretions  collecting  in  the  alimentary  canal  daily,  until  the  poison  is 
expelled  from  the  system  ;  hence  it  is  that  it  is  so  necessary  to  keep 
up  a  continued  regular  action  in  the  bowels,  at  the  same  time  keeping 
the  secreting  organs  aroused  to  their  normal  action,  or  as  near  as  pos- 
sible ;  at  the  same  time  we  give  stimulants  during  the  whole  course  of 
disease,  if  there  is  an  indication  for  their  use.  We  endeavor  to  keep 
the  pulse  up  to  75  or  80  beats  to  the  minute  ,*  and  if  they  flag,  much 
below  that  point,  wo  give  stimulants  in  appropriate  doses,  and  repeat 
them  according  to  the  emergencies  of  the  case  ;  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  pulse  is  above  90  beats  to  the  minute,  we  withhold  them,  espe- 
cially if  they  have  much  force  about  them,  until  it  is  brought 
down  to  the  normal  standard,  or  a  little  below  that  point.  If  we 
stimulate  too  freely  while  the  pulse  is  up  to  100  or  more,  we  most 
assuredly  assist  the  disorganizing  process  already  set  up  in  the  diges- 
tive tube  or  brain. 

Some  physicians  pour  the  spirits  into  them  without  measure  and 
without  caution,  thinking  that  if  they  can  get  liquor  enough  in  them 
that  their  cases  will  get  well ;  all  such  practice,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
is  reprehensible,  and  fraught  with  danger.  It  is  true,  some  will  get 
well  under  such  practice,  —  some  will  get  well  if  nothing  is  done  ;  so 
it  is  with  die  most  of  other  diseases,  when  the  indisposition  is  slight. 
There  is  also  a  variety  of  opinions  advanced  in  regard  to  opiates :  we 
give  them,  occasionally,  to  allay  the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and 
to  procure  rest. 

Cold  water  is  interdicted  in  this  disease,  and  for  what  good  reason 
I  do  not  know  ;  by  allowing  a  portion  of  spirits  to  be  added  to  each 
draught,  we  may  allow  a  moderate  portion  given.  An  effervescing 
draught,  composed  of  bicarb,  soda  and  tart,  acid,  with  the  addition 
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of  m  small  portion  of  spirits,  may  be  used,  which  is  very  grateful  to 
the  patient,  and  has  a  very  soothing  effect  in  allaying  the  intense 
baming  of  the  stomach.     The  spirits  we  have  used  are  New  England 
mm.  wine,  French  brandy,  alcohol.     If  we  find  that  our  patient  ap- 
pears to  be  sinking,  with  cold  exti-emities,  we  have  found  cpispastics 
applied  to  them  to  have  a  very  good  effect.     If  there  is  much  cerebral 
difficulty,  we  apply  cold  water  freely  to  the  head.     Dr.  Toland  has 
alM>  subjected  his  patients  to  the  cold  dash,  and,  he  affirms,  with  ap- 
parent advantage.     The  diet  must  be  mild,  and  easy  of  digCKtion  : 
pftnada.  toast,  broths,  soup,  chicken -broth,  etc.     During  convales- 
cence the  action  of  the  bowels  must  be  kept  up,  and  hearty  meals 
avoided  ;  but  above  all,  the  patient  must  refrain  from  active  exercise. 
When  the  recovery  is  slow,  tonics  ai-e  useful,  especially  chalybeates. 
The  above   is   a   brief   summary   of    my   views   of   the   disease. 
Although  I  have  given  rather  an  outline  course  of  treatment,  there 
are  often  many  other  indications  to  be  fulfilled,  which  the  enlightened 
and  energetic  practitioner  will  readily  perceive.     We  might  have  went 
on  and  discnssed  the  "  mineral  theory,"  the  "  vegetable  theory,"  etc., 
bot  it  wonld  not  have  proved  anything  different  than  what  has  already 
been  advanced,  and  already  expressed,  in  reganl  to  the  different  cathar- 
tics lecoDunended  by  different  members  of  the  profession.     A  great 
variety  have  been  used  :  some  use  croton  oil.     Dr.  Bruller  gave  sul- 
l^te  of  magnesia  and  whiskey,  and  considcixnl  nothing  else  neces- 
•anr.     Dr.  J.  W.  Crooks,  who  avers  he  has  not  lost  a  case  for  fifteen 
ytan,  used  alcoholic  drinks,  morpbiue  and  blisters,  to  allay  the  vom- 
iting, and  states  that  if  compelled  to  limit  his  choice  to  a  single 
Rmedj  he  would  select  whiskey.     He  thinks  tliat  alcohol   neutralizes 
tW  j»oi«on,  and  in  its  turn  neutralizes  the  alcohol,  as  it  is  almost  im- 
potoible  to  produce  intoxication.     He  prefers,  for  the  cathartic  effect, 
*«lpluite  of  magnesia  and  calcined  magnesia.     As  stated  before,  we 
prefer  calomel  for  a  cathartic  in  milk-sickness,  before  any  other  and 
•W  <Kht"T  cathartics. 

There  is  no  disease  that  requires  moi*e  prompt  and  close  attention 
*W  the  one  under  consideration.  The  physician  should  put  in  as 
*^'  »11  bis  time  at  the  bed-side  as  possible,  so  as  to  be  on  the  alert 
•wapver  any  change  takes  plac^.  It  is  a  disease  that  will  not  bear 
*""ying  m-ith  very  lonp.  If  any  of  you  wish  to  investigate  any  fur- 
^^  I  would  refer  you  to  Wood's  Practice  of  Medicine,  fifth  edition, 
r  ^k^;  Dickey  on  Milk-Siekncss,  IVestern  Lancet,  vol.  xiii.,  p.  300 ; 
l^f'ko  on  Milk- Sickness,  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery t 
^^-  iii.,  p.  161,  which  have  been  consulted  in  writing  this  essay. 
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AETICLS    III. 

Scooping  the  Upper  Part  of  the  Tibia  for  a  Long-Standing  Diteate  of 

that  Bone.— Cure  of  the  Patient. 

BY   B.   8.   COOPKR,   A.M.,   V.D. 

Prof,  of  Anfttomy  and  Surgery  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Unlrcnrity  of  the  Padflc. 

Mr.  J.  F.,  apt.  23,  had  been  long  troubled  when  he  consulted  me  in 
1858,  with  disease  of  the  tibia.  The  upper  part  of  the  bone  was  en- 
larged to  twice  its  original  size.  Sinous  openings  leading  from  it  to 
the  surface  enabled  me  to  pass  the  probe  into  the  bone,  which  was 
found  very  soft  and  tender  to  the  touch.  The  use  of  the  probe  was 
always  followed  by  the  discharge  of  more  or  less  blood.  The  patient 
had  been  unable  to  follow  his  avocation  of  drayman  for  some  length 
of  time  prior  to  my  being  consulted,  and  his  left  leg  had  been  con- 
demned to  amputation  by  other  surgeons. 

Operation. — The  operation  was  commenced  by  making  a  longitudi- 
nal incision,  beginning  at  the  lower  margin  of  the  patella  and  extend- 
ing downwards  along  the  spine  of  the  tibia.  A  short  transverse 
incision  was  then  made  over  the  tuberosity  of  the  tibia.  The  flaps 
were  then  dissected  back  until  the  upper  portion  of  the  bone  was  fully 
exposed.  By  means  of  a  chisel  the  diseased  bone  was  scooped  out 
until  nothing  but  its  posterior  and  lateral  walls  were  left.  The  can- 
cellated portion  of  the  bone  was  so  far  destroyed  by  disease  that  it 
was  necessary  to  invade  the  joint  by  cutting  through  the  centre  of  the 
articulating  surface  of  the  tibia.  A  mallet  was  used  with  the  chisel 
occasionally,  though  most  of  the  bone  was  removed  without  its  use. 
The  diseased  bone  being  all  removed,  the  wound  was  filled  with  lint 
wet  with  an  evaporating  lotion  composed  of  one  part  of  alcohol  and 
ten  of  water.  A  roller  wet  with  the  same  was  applied  around  the 
limb  as  tightly  as  the  patient  could  conveniently  bear,  commencing 
its  application  at  the  toes. 

The  patient  took  three  pints  of  spr.  mindereri  in  forty -eight  hours 
after  the  operation,  and  occasionally  an  opiate,  when  either  from  the 
tightness  of  the  roller  or  other  cause  he  had  pain. 

At  the  end  of  five  days  the  evaporating  lotion  was  discontinued, 
and  a  poultice  applied  instead.  The  poultices  were  changed  every  six 
hours  during  the  day.  The  lint  was  taken  from  the  wound  about  the 
tenth  day,  and  gentle  motion  of  the  joint  instituteil, — ^which  was  con- 
tinued every  day  when  the  part  was  not  painful,  until  the  patient  was 
able  to  walk,  which  was  nearly  four  months. 
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The  wound  g^nnlated  slowly  but  kindly,  and  in  about  eight  months 
the  patient  was  able  to  resume  his  business  of  drayman,  almost  entirely 
recovenwl.  He  sufiered  but  little  after  the  operation,  excepting  from 
fmall  abscesses  that  formed  in  the  region  of  the  wound,  and  which 
mre  common  after  all  operations  upon  the  bones. 

The  cavity  made  by  the  removal  of  bone  has  never  been  entirely  re- 
filled, and  at  this  time  (fourteen  months  after  the  operation)  there  is 
a  deep  depression  at  that  point,  though  cicatrization  is  fully  completed. 
Tbe  limb  is  quite  as  strong  as  the  other.  The  walls  of  the  bone  are 
Terr  much  thickened,  and  the  space  in  the  bone  is  constantly  growing 
amjiUer,  notwithstanding  cicatrization  has  been  completed  for  some 
time. 


*     •! 
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Popliteal  Aneurism  Cured  by  Digital  Compression. 

BT   OaOBOB  0.   BLACKMAK,   V.D., 

of  faryrry  in  the  Medical  OoUefce  of  Ohio,  Surgeon  to  the  Commerciftl,  St.  John's,  and 

St.  Mary's  Hospitals. 

^_^^  • 

In  June,  1859,  I  was  consulted  by  Joseph  Humbrick  in  reference 

to  a  large  pulsating  tumor  in  the  left  popliteal  space.     He  was  an 

Anerican,  and  was  27  years  of  age.     For  some  years  he  had  been 

eigagvd  in  carting  lumber,  and  consequently  was  often  compelled  to 

•Dstain  heavy  weights.     He  was  not  aware,  however,  that  he  had  ever 

wceivoil  any  injury  upon  the  part  affected.     About  thirteen  months 

Wfon;  I  liaw  him  he  suffered  excruciating  pain,  which  extended  along 

4e  \TxwT  part  of  the  thigh  and  calf  of  the  leg  as  far  as  the  heel. 

Aboat  thn^'  days  afterwanls  he  noticed  a  small  pulsating  tumor,  about 

tliCMzc  of  a  pigeon's  e^^,  in  the  middle  of  the  popliteal  space.     His 

(iof  was  rogarded  as  acute  rheumatism,  and  he  was  ti-eated  accord* 

iftgly.    The  K welling  continued  to  increase ;  and  when  I  first  saw 

^.  on  the  5th  of  June,  it  measured  about  four  and  a  half  inches  in 

^  ixi^  of  the  limb,  and  five  and  a  half  in  its  transverse  direction. 

^^  W  a  pyrifonn  shape,  the  apex  being  above.     For  two  months  the 

P^&  hiil  lieon  severe ;  and  at  the  time  of  his  visit  he  was  unable  to 

***«id  hilt  limb  completely. 

Btrinj^  noticeil  the  favorable  reports  of  cases  which  had  been 
^'•■ipd  hy  ilio  Lfondon  surgeons  by  flexion,  I  determined  to  unite  this 
***  ^  c»>ml»ine<l  method  of  compression,  manipulation,  and  the  inter- 
^  idministration  of  veratrum  viride,  which  I  had  successfully  em- 
P^^  in  a  case  of  femoral  aneurism  of  large  size.     On  the  7th  of 
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Jnne,  after  having  given  four  drops  of  Norwood's  tincture,  I  broke 
up  and  dislodged  some  of  the  layers  of  fibrin  in  the  sac,  by  means  of 
pressure  with  my  thumbs  and  fingers  ( Fei^sson's  manipulation) ; 
after  this  I  applied  a  bandage,  as  recommended  by  Prof.  Dudley,  of 
Lexington,  in  1818.  The  foot  and  leg  were  bandaged  from  the  toes 
to  the  inferior  margin  of  the  aneurism,  over  which  a  compress  wm 
placed,  and  a  still  firmer  one  along  ihQ  course  of  the  femoral  artery 
reaching  to  Poupart's  ligament.  These  were  covered  by  the  bandage 
which  extended  to  the  groin.  The  leg  was  strongly  flexed  upon  the 
thigh,  and  secured  in  that  position.  The  only  effect  of  the  veratmin 
was  to  cause  an  intermission  of  the  heart's  action  every  thirteenth 
beat.  For  an  hour  after  the  manipulation  the  pain  was  intense ;  but 
morphia  freely  administered  enabled  him  to  pass  a  comfortable  night. 
On  the  following  day,  however,  the  patient  became  exceedingly  rest- 
less, and  the  compressor  and  bandage  became  deranged.  After  a  week's 
trial,  Dudley's  dressing  was  abandoned  and  Petit's  tourniquet  substi- 
tuted. At  the  expiration  of  another  week  this  was  changed  for  Skey's. 
At  this  time  the  tumor  had  diminished  somewhat,  but  still  pulsated 
strongly.  Under  the  use  of  digitalis  the  patient's  pulse  rose  from  86 
to  110,  and  it  was  discontinued.  Compression  was  continued  for  an- 
other week,  by  the  alternate  use  of  the  tourniquets  above  mentioned. 
The  patient  now  left  for  his  home  in  Newport,  Ky.,  the  tumor  having 
diminished  about  one-third  in  size,  but  the  pulsation  being  quite  dis- 
tinct. 

On  the  1st  of  July  I  requested  my  pupil,  Mr.  John  Billings,  and 
Mr.  Oharles  Grcenleaf,  then  a  medical  student,  to  go  to  the  patient's 
house  and  try  digital  compression  at  the  groin.  This  was  employed 
for  three  houi-s,  when  the  pulsation  entirely  ceased.  On  Monday  last 
(Feb.  4th,  1861,)  the  patient  came  before  the  class  of  the  Medical  Col- 
lego  of  Ohio,  and  declared  that  his  left  leg  was  as  good  as  the  right 
The  contracted  and  indurated  aneurisnial  tumor  can  still  be  felt,  but 
pulsation  has  never  returned.  It  is  a  question  whether  this  indurated 
mass  will  ever  disappear  ;  for  ^I.  Paget  has  reporteii  an  examination 
of  a  case  fifty  years  after  the  cure  by  ligature  —  John  Hunter's  fourth 
patient, — and  even  after  this  long  period  a  hard,  olive-shaped  mass 
still  occupied  the  popliteal  space. 

Shortly  after  the  treatment  of  the  above  case,  a  patient  came  under 
our  care  having  an  aneurism  of  the  innominata,  of  small  size.  In- 
stead of  ligating  the  subclavian  and  carotid  on  the  distal  side,  I  ap- 
plied Bourgery's  tourniquet,  or  compressor,  for  the  subclavian,  while 
a  trass  was  adjusted  to  the  neck  to  compress  the  carotid.     Yeratnim 
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in  this  CMe  had  a  happy  effect  in  moderating  the  force  of  the  circula- 
tion ;  and  with  the  compression  above  mentioned,  I  succeeded  in  pro- 
ducing a  temporary  consolidation  of  the  aneurism.  In  a  few  hours, 
however,  pulsation  returned,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  it  be- 
came again  consolidated.  Thus  alternating,  matters  progressed  for 
•ererml  weeks,  when,  after  trying  digital  compression  for  some  hours. 
At  leTeral  trials,  it  became  evident  that  all  our  effoils  were  in  vain. 
The  patient  left  for  the  country,  the  tumor  constantly  increasing ;  and 
in  a  few  weeks  more,  after  reaching  an  enormous  size,  it  burst  inter- 
nally and  suffocated  the  patient.  A  post  mortem  revealed  an  aneur- 
ism of  the  innominata  ;  and  the  opening  communicating  with  the  sac 
of  large  size. 
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Gates  in  Ophthalmology. 

BT  B.   H.   JOHNSON,  M.D.,  CINCINNATI,  0. 

Staphylama  Cornea, — ^Miss   K.,  aet.   18,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee, 

in  May,  1856,  applied  to  me  for  relief  of  the  right  eye,  diseased  five 

jears,  during  which  time  she  resided  about  four  years  in  the  State  of 

Dlinoia.     1  found  the  disease  to  be  partial  staphyloma  of  the  cornea. 

There  still  remained  some  vascular   excitement,  the   result  of  long 

■landing  ophthalmic  disease,  but  no  destruction  of  the  original  tissue 

ot  the  cornea  had  ever  taken  place  ;  and  though  the  conical  eminence 

Wd  become  considerably  opaque,  there  remained  a  translucent  zone  of 

cornea  one-third  in  extent  of  the  whole  membrane.     Epiphora  existed 

mmore  limit<Hl  degree  than  is  usual  in  this  affection,  but  with  con- 

ndprable  painful   sensibility  of  the  organ,  and  intolerance  of  light. 

TVe  staphyloma  occupied  the  centre  of  the  cornea,  and  consolidation 

•ad  iniTPaiiing  projection  were  evidently  progressing. 

1  tn«tetl  the  case  cautiously  for  some  months  by  an  occasional  ap- 
plicttion  of  escharotics,  alternating  the  solid  nitrate  argent,  with  the 
*«««tic  potash,  without  any  satisfactory  results,  and  then  resorted  to 
PWwaring  every  eight  or  ten  days.  Considerable  quantities  of  aque- 
•**  fluid  escaped,  but  as  often  reaccumulated,  leaving  the  staphyloma 
•^thtend  of  three  months  just  where  I  had  found  it.  I  now  deter- 
**i^  to  n»move  it  with  the  knife.  Aided  by  an  assistant,  not  using 
■•y  toenthetic  agent,  the  patient  submitting  willingly,  I  shaved  off 
Witli  the  cataract  knife  the  entire  eminence  at  its  base,  making  a  circu- 
"f  flap  in  extent  embracing  two-thirds  of  the  whole  cornea.  There 
^^  no  liynechia,  anterior  or  superior,  as  is  usually  found  in  partial 

IT.— 10. 
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staphyloma,  the  iris,  heing  in  no  degree  staphylomatoiui,  was  freelj 
dilated  by  the  usual  means  (ext.  belladonna  to  the  brow,  and  sol. 
sulphate  of  atropia  to  the  globe),  remained  uninjured  and  in  its  nor- 
mal integrity. 

Tlie  flap  was  made  in  the  usual  way,  with  a  sharp  hook  through 
the  apex ;  and  the  point  of  the  knife,  after  entering  at  its  base,  carried 
round  to  tlic  point  of  entrance  in  a  horizontal  line,  and  the  flap  re- 
moye<l  with  the  scissors.     The  crystalline  lens  unfortunately  escaped, 
with  some  portion  of  the  vitreous  humor.     The  lids  were  immediately 
closed  and  confined,  and  perfect  quiet  and  hygienic  measures  of  the 
simplest  character  enjoined  upon  the  patient.     At  the  end  of  one  week, 
on  examination,  a  delicate  membrane  was  observed  already  formed 
over  the  circular  chasm  whence  the  flap  of  cornea  had  been  removed. 
Reproduction  had  taken  place  from  the  remaining  healthy  zonule  of  cor- 
nea.    A  few  weeks  of  rest  and  watchful  care  resulted  in  a  perfect  cure 
of  the  staphyloma  :  no  cicatrix  resulting,  as  anticipated,  nor  phthisis 
oculi  of  the  globe,  in  the  slightest  degree.     The  new  cornea,  though 
very  considerably  opaque,  became  iinn,  and  of  natural  convexity,  but 
not  again  staphyloma  to  us.     The  bichloride  mere,  and  vin.  opii,  half  a 
grain  of  the  former  to  one  drachm  of  the  latter,  in  an  ounce  of  dis- 
tilled water,  applied  twice  daily  with  the  camel-hair  brush,  so  far 
cleared  the  cornea  and  removed  the  vascularity  as  in  a  few  months  to 
present  the  entire  globe  healthy  and  of  natural  appearance,  though  the 
sight  was  of  course  imperfect. 

Conflicting  opinions  prevail  regarding  this  treatment,  and  especially 
as  it  is  denied  by  some  that  there  is  ever  reproduction  of  the  cornea 
when  the  original  has  been  removed  by  the  knife.  In  operating  for 
conical  staphyloma  when  the  cornea  alone  is  involved,  Mr.  Wilde 
passes  a  thread  through  the  base  of  the  cone,  so  that  after  the  project- 
ing portion  has  been  removed  the  lips  of  the  wound  can  bo  brought 
together,  and  the  escape  of  the  vitreous  humor  effectually  pi-evented. 
Why  not  close  the  lids  over  the  wound  on  finishing  the  operation, 
and  thus  prevent  the  escai>c  of  the  vitreous  humor,  as  in  the  case  of 
Miss  K.  ?  If  the  only  object,  as  implied  in  the  treatment  by  Mr. 
Wilde,  is  to  prevent  the  escai>e  of  the  humor,  the  object  is  attained 
by  immediate  closure  of  the  lids  ;  and  in  all  cases  so  favorable  as  that 
of  Miss  K., — favorable  because  uncomplicated!,  as  in  that  of  ^Ir. 
Wilde,  **  wh<;n  the  cornea  alone  is  involved," — the  lids  should  be 
closeil,  and  kept  closed,  for  seven,  or  even  ton  days.  The  result  will 
be,  reaccumulation  of  the  humor  and  repro<luction  of  the  cornea  over 
the  breach  made  by  the  removal  of  the  flap.     Wo  have,  then,  instead 
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of  A  stmnp,  an  eje  still  left  to  the  patient ;  and  although  the  artifi- 
dml  eye  ia  the  hest  sabstitnte  for  a  real  one,  the  patient  will  thank  ns 
for  even  partial  sight,  and  leaving  him  "fall  orbed." 

Mackenzie  says  it  was  supposed  that  by  mere  incision  of  the  staphy- 
loma, passing  a  thread  through  it,  or  excising  a  small  part  of  it,  so 
tkat  the  eye  was  kept  open  for  a  time,  a  cure  could  be  accomplished. 
AH  these  have  been  found  to  fail.  Incision  is  merely  a  palliative  ; 
tltf  seton  is  tedious,  and  not  to  be  depended  on ;  escharotics  are  apt  to 
excite  tlie  eye  into  a  state  of  violent  inflammation.  Beer,  on  the  other 
band,  mentions  that  he  had  removed  two  hundred  and  sixteen  staphy- 
lomata  by  operation,  and  that  in  not  a  single  instance  had  any  dan- 
gerous accident  followed. 

Trawmaiic  Ptosis  and  BlepharopMegia. — Dixie,  a  mulatto  woman, 

tltf  property  of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Temple,  near  Memphis,  had  received  a 

blow  with  a  stick  over  the  left  eyebrow,  by  a  foimer  master,  some 

months  before  her  purchase  by  Mrs.  T.     The  cicatrice,  about  one  line 

ia  width  and  half  an  inch  in  length,  equi-distant  from  and  running 

parallel  with  the  superciliary  arch,  remained  clearly  defined.     There 

waa  at  the  time  of  her  purchase  by  Mrs.  T.  no  evidence  whatever  of 

■ay  mifavorable  efiect  resulting  from  the  injury ;  but  a  few  days  after 

facing  her  at  the  cooking-stove,  phlegmonous  erysipelas  of  the  most 

violent  character  supervened  from  the  wound,  including  the  superior 

[alpebnp,  and  extending  over  the  whole  of  that  side  of  the  face  and 

corresponding  with  the  injured  brow.     The  skin  and  subcutane- 

cellnlar  membrane  were  much  enlarged,  hard,  hot,  and  painful. 

Il  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  eyelids  could  be  forced  open  with 

^  object  of  viewing  the  glol)e,  which  was  found  healthy  in  all  its 

parts. 

Briefly,  this  is  the  condition  in  which  I  found  the  patient  when 
oDed,  and  was  informed  that  she  had  been  under  treatment  of  two  or 
4iw  i^ysicians  for  about  ten  days,  without  relief.  I  at  once  applied 
tw^Tc  leeches  to  the  face  and  neck,  directing  that  the  wounds  be  bathed 
with  very  warm  water,  that  she  might  loose  as  much  blood  as  possi- 
W^tind  after  closure  of  the  wounds,  to  apply  constantly  a  lotion  — 
^»t)Qlird*<  extract  of  lead ;  to  take  the  sol.  acetate  of  ammonia  and 
t«ttri2e»l  antimony  ;  plain  diet  and  rest.  The  next  day  found  much 
^inotion  of  the  swelling  and  heat,  but  very  little  relief  of  the  pain  j 
^w«lisi  t<Ti  more  leeches  to  be  applied,  and  continue  the  other  treat- 
■*M.  Visited  her  daily  for  seven  days,  the  whole  trouble  declining 
Mt,  leaving  complete  ptosis  of  the  upper  eye-lid. 
Ow  word  opoa  the  treatment  of  the  case  thus  far,  and  I  will  close 
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this  report  with  the  treatment  and  cure  of  the  ptosis.  Prof.  CoUes, 
of  Dublin,  says  it  is  an  excellent  rule  to  make  early  incisions  in 
phlegmonous  erysipelas, — evidently  meaning  incisions  with  the  knife. 
Now  I  believe  the  leech  makes  the  best  and  most  effective  incision, 
unless  there  be  sloughs  or  matter  ;  in  that  case  the  knife  must  be  used ; 
but  "  sloughs  or  matter"  are  not  found  **  early  "  in  the  disease,  but  in 
the  last  stage.  In  the  case  before  us  this  state  of  things  did  not  exist ; 
but  Prof.  C.  does  not  mention  leeches  at  all.  It  seems  to  me  that  in 
this  form  of  erysipelas,  the  counter- irritation  and  abstraction  of  blood 
locally,  by  leeches,  is  the  principal  ti-eatment.  I  believe  this  mode  of 
relief,  depletion  by  leeches,  in  local  inflammations,  and  especially  in 
diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear,  is  too  much  neglected.  Counter-irritation 
and  depletion,  in  a  very  limited  or  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  as  the 
case  may  require,  by  this  means,  is  far  preferable  to  blistering,  so 
generally  resorted  to,  particularly  in  children,  and  free  from  the  de- 
pressing and  painful  effects  of  the  latter. 

The  ptosis  was  undoubtedly  the  result  of  injury  to  the yronto/ branch 
of  the  ophthalmic  nerve,  which  mounts  above  the  levator  palpebrtt 
and  runs  forward,  resting  upon  that  muscle,  supplying  the  conjunctiva 
and  upper  eyelid.  The  true  cause,  then,  of  ptosis  in  this  case  was  the 
third  variety,  or  traumatic  ptosis,  but  changed  to  the  fifth  variety,  or 
palsy  of  the  levator  of  the  upper  eyelid — blepharophlegia. 

What  took  place  immediately  following  the  blow  could  not  be 
learnetl,  further  than  informed  by  the  servant :  that  she  was  strack 
with  a  stick,  and  inflammation  and  swelling  followed,  which  finaUj 
got  apparently  well ;  but  when  she  commenced  to  work,  the  inflam- 
mation, swelling  and  pain  returned, — and  her  master  determined  to 
sell  her  ;  and  Mrs.  T.  became  her  purchaser. 

Various  stimulating  applications  were  applied  to  the  fallen  lid,  and  the 
patient  directed  to  rub  the  lid  upward,  frequently,  with  the  ball  of  the 
finger,  at  the  same  time  applying  the  stimulating  lotion.  The  patient 
soon  wearied  of  this  ;  and  though  some  tone  had  been  imparted,  and 
improvement  took  place  in  the  course  of  the  subsequent  five  or  six 
weeks,  the  lid  was  not  restored  to  its  wonted  integrity,  and  I  was 
again  calleil  to  "do  something  for  the  girl's  eyelid."  I  now  stated  to 
Mrs.  T.  an4  the  patient  that  an  operation  must  be  performed  upon  the 
lid.  Tliis  declaration  frightened  her  :  she  would  do  anything  we 
wished,  if  we  would  not  cut  the  lid.  Very  well,  I  insisted  that  she 
continue  the  rubbing  upward,  with  the  finger  moistened  with  the  stim- 
ulant. She  persevered  for  a  few  days,  with  marked  improvement,  bat 
again  relaxeil  her  efforts,  and  I  was  requested  to  operate.     Taking  my 
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of  instrnments,  and  opening  it  before  ber,  prepared  to  snip  out  a 
ill  fold  of  tbe  lid,  bigb  np  under  the  arch  of  the  brow,  but  she  pro- 
tested bitterly,  and  pleaded  with  her  mistress  to  try  her  once  more  with 
the  old  treatment.  This  time  she  did  persevere  to  the  end  —  about 
three  months, —  and  succeeded  fully.  In  three  years  there  has  never 
been  any  return  of  the  ptosis. 


Proeetdings  of  the  Union  Medical  Society  at  Knightstown,  Ind. 
Reported  by  B.  F.  Elder,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

8ociety  met,  agreeably  to  adjournment,  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Elder, 
on  Monday,  Dec.  3,  1860,  Dr.  Lewis  in  the  chair. 

Reporta  of  cases  being  in  order.  Dr.  Canady  read  a  report  of  an 
obstetrical  case,  with  a  want  m  uterine  contraction.  He  gave  qui- 
nine, grs.  X.  at  one  dose,  which  was  soon  followed  by  strong  labor 
pains  and  the  birth  of  the  child.  His  query  was,  was  the  recurrence 
of  tbe  paina  a  post  or  a  propter  hoc  f  Dr.  Lewis  thought,  from  his 
ezperieDce,  that  it  was  decidedly  a  propter  hoc  Dr.  Cochran  said, 
from  what  he  knew  of  the  action  of  the  drug  in  such  cases,  the  pains 
were  on  account  of  it.  Dr.  Canady  said  that  his  experience  with  the 
nmetly  as  a  parturifacient  was  but  limited,  nevertheless  he  would  not 
gin?  tPn  grains  of  quinine  for  all  the  other  parturient  remedies  of  the 

Lteria  medica. 

I>r.  CrouM?  n»ported  a  case  of  senile  gangrene,  with  some  remarks 
that  difteano,  and  the  treatment  indicated. 

Dr.  FIMvr  reptirted  a  case  of  congenital  cataract,  with  the  opera- 
tion {ierforme«l  for  its  cure. 

Dr.  Lewifi  rea<l  a  paper  on  diphtheria.  Dr.  Canady  thought  that 
he  had  treated,  lately,  cases  of  diphtheria,  of  which  healthy,  robust 
children  were  the  subjects.  Dr.  Lewis  replied  that  he  had  treated  pa- 
tientA  for  diphtheria  seemingly  of  a  robust  liabit,  but  on  closer  observa- 
tion tliey  all  proved  to  Ik?  of  a  scorbutic  diathesis,  as  indicated  by  the 
preternatural ly  red  cheok,  thick  lips,  spongy  gums  and  enlarged 
glands,  and  he  thought  that  Dr.  (.'anady's  robust  patients  would 
prove,  on  closer  examination,  to  he  of  the  same  class. 

Thi  motion,  a  copy  of  Dr.  Lewis's  paper  was  requested  for  publica- 
tion in  the  Lcmcei  and  Observer, 
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0;i  motion^  the  Society  entered,  into  an  election  of  officers  for  tlio 
ensuing  year,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Dr.  Lewis  as  President* 
Dr.  B.  W.  Cooper  as  Vice  President,  Dr.  Elder  as  Secretary,  Dr. 
Cochran  as  Treasurer,  Dr.  Canady,  Croose  and  Elder  as  Censors. 

On  motion,  Society  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary, 1861. 

Knightstown,  January  7,  1861. —  Society  met  at  10  o'clock  a.m.. 
President  in  the  chair. 

Miscellaneous  business  being  through.  Dr.  Canady  read  the  follow- 
ing report  on  diphtheria.*  Dr.  Lewis  said  that  he  was  very  much 
interested  during  the  reading  of  the  report,  and  thought  that  it  con- 
firmed his  views  of  the  pathology  of  that  complaint.  The  treatment 
adopted  by  the  doctor,  he  thought,  could  hardly  be  improved.  The 
quinine,  however,  might  have  been  omitted,  as  he  viewed  it  as  n^^- 
tive  in  this  disease.  Dr.  Canady  replied  that  tonics  were  indicated* 
and  he  gave  quinine  with  a  view  to  its  tonic  properties.  Dr. 
Lewis  replied  that  he  had  some  doubts  of  the  tonic  properties  of  qui- 
nine, but  was  not  prepared  to  discuss  that  question  now.  Quinineb 
however,  would  not  cure  chlorosis,  and  as  the  patients  were  diphthe- 
ritic because  they  were  chlorotic,  he  thought  the  chalybeates  the  rem- 
edies indicated.  The  syrup  of  the  hypophosphites  were  peculiarlj 
adapted  to  this  state  of  the  system.  Quite  a  lengthy  discussion  fol- 
lowed, which  the  Secretary  failed  to  note. 

Dr.  C  rouse  read  a  report  of  a  case  of  habitual  constipation  witJIi 
great  constitutional  disturbance,  vertigo,  dimness  of  vision,  nervous- 
ness, etc.  Eemcdics  addressed  to  the  condition  of  the  bowels  relienped 
the  patient  speedily. 

Dr.  Cochran  read  a  report  of  a  case  of  inflammatory  rheumatism, 
which  he  thought  was  cured  by  the  use  of  iodide  of  potassa. 

Dr.  Coffin  reported  an  obstetrical  case  with  want  of  uterine  pains, 
which  he  induced  by  giving  ten  grains  of  quinine.  During  the  con- 
valescence of  the  patient,  she  was  attacked  by  fever,  which  would  not 
yield  to  quinine.  A  discussion  here  followed,  the  members  differing 
widely  in  their  views  as  to  the  character  of  the  fever  and  the  mode  of 
treatment. 

Dr.'  Lewis  reported  a  case  of  scarlatina  occurring  with  a  patient, 
who,  previous  to  the  attack,  had  enlargeil  tonsils  of  several  years* 
standing.     After  the  subsidence  of  the  scarlatina,  the  tonsils  were 

*  We  are  oblifited  to  defer  the  publication  of  the  essays  uf  Drs.  Lewis  and  CAnad^y  until  a 
fature  number  of  this  foarnal.— Eds. 
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found  to  be  of  tfaeir  normal  size..-  His  qnery  was,  Did  the  treatment 
it  instituted  for  the  cure  of  the  scarlatina,  especially  the  topical  ap- 
plications to  the  throat,  cure  the  h3rpertrophied  tonsils,  or  did  the 
Karlatina  produce  the  cure  ? 

Dr.  Rawlins  reported  a  case  of  retarded  labor,  caused  by  want  of 
proper  contraction  of  the  uterus.  He  gave  quinine  after  the  mode  of 
some  of  the  Society,  thinking  to  remedy  the  evil,  but  his  patient  im- 
mediately went  to  sleep.  He  gave  ergot,  and  the  child  was  soon  bom. 
He  would  like  for  some  one  to  tell  him  why  it  was  that  quinine  would 
not  produce  the  same  effect  for  him  that  it  seemed  to  for  other  gentle- 
men of  the  Association. 

Dr.  Canadv  said  that  Dr.  Rawlin's  case  was  an  anomalous  one ; 
that  there  were  exceptions  to  all  general  rules,  and  this  was  an  excep- 
tion to  the  action  of  quinine  as  a  parturifacient.  He  had  seen  ergo^  fail 
to  produce  any  action  of  the  uterus  quite  as  often  as  he  had  seen  it 
socoeed,  and  women  frequently  slept  as  soundly  under  its  influence 
as  they  would  have  done  from  a  narcotic  dose  of  opium.  The  failure 
of  quinine  to  produce  tlic  desired  effect  in  this  case,  was  no  proof  that 
il  WAS  not  a  parturifacient. 

On  motion,  the  Society  was  instructed  to  forward  the  minutes  of 
this  sad  the  December  meeting  to  the  Lancet  and  Observer  for  publi- 
cation. 
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£$cape  €ff  Amniotic  Liquid. — At  a  late  meeting  of  the   Surgical 

Soi-irty,  the  following  statement  was  made  :  There  has  been  observed 

•ometimes  in  the  latter  weekn,  or  even  the  latter  months  of  some  preg- 

uat  wonum,  an  intermittent  serous  discharge,  the  nature  and  origin 

^  vhich  has  been  the  subject  of  discusKion.     Naegel^  thinks  it  can 

&(4  lie  the  amniotic  liquid,  but  ratlier  a  lic^uid  secreted  between  the 

■nubrmneii  of  i\\e  fwtus  and  the  uterus  ;  this  opinion  was  admitted 

^f  tlmoftt  all  autliors,  when  a  fact  obser\'ed  by  Ingleby,  and  reported 

^  Um  in  a  memoir  on   uterine  hemorrhages,  placed  the  question 

H^  in  doubt,  and  induced  some  to  believe  that  it  was  the  amniotic 

^^    At  the  centre  of  the  membranes  a  j>erforation  was  found, 

^voogh  which  the  foBtus  had  passed,  and   nearer   to  the   placenta 

•••Afr  oriiioe,  through  which  the  liquid  had  escaped.     Home  time 

vier»4nU  M.  Dubois  observed  another  case  of  tlie  same  kind.     The 

^>U  orifice  in  the  membranes  was  old,  and  its  edges  appeared  cica- 
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trized.  This  statement  of  the  question  was  briefly  made  by  IL 
Banyan,  who  presented  the  membranes  from  a  woman  delivered  De- 
cember 12th,  from  whom  this  discharge  had  continued  for  fifty -six 
days.  The  placenta  was  inserted  near  the  neck.  On  one  side  a  laige 
perforation  existed,  which  had  given  passage  to  the  child,  and  at  a 
point  diametrically  opposite,  another  small  opening  was  found, 
through  which  the  amniotic  liquid  had  escaped.  The  flowing  of  this 
liquid  may  be  intermittent  and  more  or  less  abundant,  according  as 
it  escapes  more  or  less  quickly,  or  accumulates  between  the  mem- 
branes and  the  uterine  sides. — Gaz.  Ifebdomadaire. 


TRANSLATION  FROM  THE  GERMAN. 

The  Frequency  of  Conceptions  in  Ansemia,  and  some  other  Constitutional  Dia- 
eases  of  Women.  A  Lecture  delivered  before  the  Obstetrioal  Society  of 
Leipzic.  By  Dr.  E.  A.  Meissner.  Translated  from  the  German  by  Br. 
D.  S.  Gans,  of  Cincinnati. 

The  question  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  my  colleagnef 
to-day,  and  which  to  my  knowledge  has  not  yet  been  scientifically  ex- 
plained, refers  to  the  dispropoi-tionate,  great,  yea,  striking  frequency  of 
conceptions  in  many  women  who  suffer  from  general  disturbance  of 
nutrition,  chlorosis,  leuceemia,  general  anaemia,  gastric  catarrh,  with 
or  without  dyspepsia  —  who  show  symptoms  of  ulcera  ventrienli 
rotunda,  and  cardialgia,  or  who  may  be  looked  upon  as  having 
recovered,  at  least  for  a  while,  from  hysteria,  chorea,  or  even  tuberca- 
losis  of  the  lungs.  I  need  only  point  out  to  you  how  often  physidan, 
patient  and  relatives  are  disagreeably  affected  by  seeing  the  signs  of  a 
new  pregnancy  after  a  preceded  abortion,  delivery  of  moles,  strtHig 
metorrhagia,  long  suppurating  mammary  abscesses,  difficult  or  incur- 
able galactorrhoea,  long  continued  nursing  and  consequent  great  debfl- 
ity  or  exhaustion.  We  find  ourselves  in  other  not  less  numerooB 
cases  disappointed  in  our  expectations,  having  caused  the  mother  to 
wean  the  child  at  an  early  period  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  her 
strength  to  recruit,  or  at  least  to  prevent  a  further  decline  of  the  same. 
Well  known  is  also  the  numerous  offspring  in  the  habitation  of  the 
poor,  in  the  unwholesome,  overpopulated  manufacturing  districts, 
whose  inhabitants,  besides,  are  generally  ill -fed.  We  find,  on  the 
contrary,  not  seldom,  women  living  under  the  most  favorable  external 
circumstances,  free  from  care,  grief  or  want,  well  built,  of  strong  con- 
stitution, sufficient  sanguification,  in  full  health,  standing  far  behind 
the  above  described  anaemic  natures  in  sexual  respect — particularly  ia 
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reference  to  productivity,  who  conceive  with  more  difficulty  and  less 
frequeDtly,  And  even  remaining  sometimes  all  their  lives  sterile. 

These  observations  are  not  only  contradictory  to  the  rational  sup- 
position that  only  an  entirely  healthy  body  is  the  most  suitable  for  the 
execniion  of  the  functions  of  generation,  especially  the  functions  of  re- 
prodQction  of  the  genus,  but  also  to  the  physiological  truth  that  only 

•  Kmnd  maternal  body  can  prepare  a  sound  ovula,  and  that  from  such 

•  one  only  proceeds  the  production  and  successful  continuation  of  the 
pRgnint  state. 

For  the  purpose  of  explaining  these  experiences  physiologically,  and 
to  bring  in  correspondence  with  the  science  these  paradoxical  observa- 
tions of  the  practice,  some  hints  about  the  relations  of  the  sexual  and 
^  pore  vegetative  vital  sphere  as  (general  causes  may  take  their  place 
kie.  It  is  known  that  general  plethora,  a  plentiful  chylopoesis,  and 
(connected  with  it  a  strong  nutrition  and  fat  formation,  produce 
*heady  an  abnormal  increased  pressure  of  the  blood  vessels  ;  and 
•^  »  higher  degree  and  some  excitement  upon  the  brain,  predis- 
powi  sometimes  to  the  phlegmatic  temperament  and  diminished  ex- 
Qtability.  A  more  or  less  indisposition  to  the  coitus,  combined  with 
i^BUT,  under  certain  circumstances,  at  a  high  degree  of  corporeal 
kiviness  (hence  particular  annoying  and  disagreeable  effect  from  any 
excitement,  as  also  on  account  of  the  coexisting  excessive  transpira- 
tion), be  increased  to  an  almost  total  antipathy  to  sexual  intercourse. 

Eren  does  all  this  happen  but  seldom,  and  only  singly  in  plethoric 
•enstitation  of  the  highest  degree,  and  in  reference  to  the  female  sex, 
<>peciil]y  in  the  virago  (man-woman)  ;  still  it  is  certain  that  in  a  cer- 
Uin  approach  to  the  above  given  extreme  picture,  a  smaller  or  greater 
^^iffnvnce  in  the  sexual  relations  in  the  more  excitable  character  of  the 
^k>ric  temperament  takes  place.  It  is  a  generally  known  fact  that  a 
■ore  lively  imagination,  increased  sexual  desire  and  heightened  volup- 
***itT  ia  found  in  ner\'ous,  pale,  hysteric,  and  even  sometimes  tuber- 
^^1^  individuals.  But  it  may  be  that  I  take  here  the  effect  for  the 
*^w.  an,  without  doubt,  in  a  good  many  cases,  a  too  early  strong 
*^  fivqtent  excitement  of  the  imagination  (as  is  oflen  found  with 
^  \^\m  by  the  reading  of  exciting  novels,  frequenting  theatres  and 
Wets),  together  with  its  consecutive  premature  development  of  sexual 
lw»  u  the  too  early  appearance  of  a  too  frequent  or  too  strong  cata- 
^"^nki  function,  menorrhagia  and  Icucorrhoea,  may  interfere  with 
^  physical  economy  of  the  vegetative  life,  and  thus  produce  the 
'B'mic  condition  in  question.     It  is  here  to  be  considered  that  the 

• 

imtatiaD  of  the  medulla  oblongata  and  spinalis,  based  upon  the 
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aneemia,  keeps  np  almost  constant  reflex  action,  m  more  excited  life 
in  the  sexual  apparatus,  and  especially  a  disproportionate  pieniifid 
ovulation,  which  is  often  indicated  by  the  too  frequent  or  too  strong 
menstruation  not  in  correspondence  with  the  nutritive  condition  of  the 
body. 

Besides  the  preponderance  of  the  sexual  over  the  pnre  vegetative 
life,  the  frequency  of  conceptions  in  anemic,  hysteric  and  tuberculous 
subjects  depends  principally  upon  the  more  easy  and  more  energetic 
reaction  of  the  same  after  external  and  internal  stimuli,  in  conformity 
with  the  greater  activity,  erethismus  of  their  nervous  apparatus.  Such 
a  high-grade  reaction,  as  is  not  only  generally  induced  by  the  coitus, 
but  also  physiologically  aimed  at  as  a  stimulus  of  the  highest  force,  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  favor  aU  the  processes  of  conception,  as  the 
absorption  of  the  sperm  from  the  vagina  into  the  uterus,  the  peri- 
staltic motion  of  the  same  (as  is  repeatedly  demonstrated  in  animals 
after  coition)  and  the  tubes,  the  maturing  and  opening  of  the  Graafian 
follicle,  the  transportation  of  the  ovum  through  the  tubes  into  the 
uterus  and  the  increased  flow  of  blood  to  the  inner  genitals  for  the 
attachment  and  nutrition  of  the  ovum  in  the  uterus. 

Turning  now  to  the  local  causes  of  the  subject  in  question  —  that  is 
to  say  to  those  which  have  their  origin  in  the  condition  of  the  utems 
itself — we  find  the  above  mentioned  morbid  excitement  and  increase  cf 
sexual  desire  based  upon  the  peculiarity  of  the  sexual  life  in  the 
woman,  which  Dr.  Joerg  used  very  strikingly  to  describe  as  a  kind  of 
hunger,  looking  upon  the  uterus  as  standing  nearest  to  the  intestinal 
system  in  reference  to  external  form  and  peristaltic  motion,  trying  to 
elucidate  this  view  by  the  comparative  anatomy  of  the  hog.  Ration- 
ally, this  existing  hunger  in  the  uterus  (appetitus  coenndi)  must  be  the 
greater  and  the  more  lively  in  real  and  perfect  emptiness  of  this  orpam; 
hence  in  deficient  nutrition  of  its  muscular  structure,  small  quantity 
of  blood  and  consequent  diminished  pressure  of  the  vessels  upon  the 
texture  of  its  walls,  and  through  these  upon  the  space  of  its  cavity» 
and  in  smaller  weight  and  volume  of  the  uterus.  In  direct  opposition 
to  this  do  we  find,  very  frequently,  a  very  weak,  even  labnonnal 
diminished  sexual  desire  in  continued  or  repeated  strong  determina- 
tion of  the  blood  to  the  uterus,  in  consequence  of  which  the  muscular 
fibres  develop  more  strongly  —  the  vessels  filling  to  extreme,  the  total 
volume  of  the  utenis  becomes  enlarged  and  its  weight  heightened 
considerably.  The  oppression  in  the  abdomen,  caused  by  the  two 
last  named  points,  are,  through  pressure  upon  the  intestinal  canal, 
further  obstacles  to  the  successful  development  of  the  sexual  functions. 
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ludiiding  the  coitus.     Next  to  this,  the  form  of  the  uterus  shows  itself 
also  essentially  and  durably  modified,  almost  generally  in  habitual 
eongestive  condition,  chronic  hjrpercemia,  inflammation  and  infarctus, 
oombined  with  greater  volume  and  increased  weight,  changing  its  flat- 
tened to  a  round  form,  the  external  os  uteri  and  the  canal  of  the  neck 
becoming  considerably  narrowed.     That,  by  this,  a  not  inconsiderable 
obstacle  to  conception  is  laid,  all  those  cases  prove,  where  an  existing 
iterility  was  cured  by  the  operative  dilatation  of  the  narrow  uterine 
odfioe.     (  llrchow  Archiv,  vol.  x.)      It  is  plain  that  venous  blood 
ttuis,  and  all  obstructions  in  the   portal  system,  may,  like  active 
iiflimmation,  also  effect  unfavorably  conceptions  in  the  uterus.     In 
tk  reverse  case  the  anaemic  uterus  of  a  woman  suffering  under  general 
dviogement  of  nutrition  will  favor  conceptions  in  its  not  compressed 
cnrity  by  the  weaker  pressure  of  the  vessels  and  the  small  tone  of  its 
CQDtnctile  muscular  fibre. 

Quite  analogous  with  the  active  and  passive  congestion  of  the  uterus 
II  iu  condiiion  before  and  during  menstruation,  during  which  (proba- 
%  ia  consequence  of  the  stimulus  of  the  gradually  ripening  and 
IttKoung  ovula)  the  sexual  desire  is  generally  lessened,  sometimes 
•VQI  entirely  suppressed,  and  conceptions  not  being  produced,  at  least 
VMy  seldom,  although  coition  took  place,  whilst  immediately  after 
■ttttraation  the  faculty  of  conception  is  greatly  heightened.  For 
ibieifion  i  cannot  join  those  in  their  opinion  who  look  upon  the 
■Butnation  as  a  model  for  the  conception,  or  as  an  unsuccessful 
AikeTor  of  the  uterus  to  become  pregnant.  I  have  to  designate  it  as 
Mevecuating  process  of  tlie  uterus,  which  has,  after  completed  growth 
■d  pro]c'r  development  of  sexual  maturation,  to  free  itself  monthly  of 
^  Uood  received  for  the  aocouiplisliment  of  the  generative  processes, 
*^  not  nectrtsary  for  the  vegetative  coutinuance  of  its  organ,  which 
Uoed  retained  in  the  uterus  would  dispose  to  impede  conception. 
*W  u  a  ni«>ierate  hsemorrhage  usually  restores  tlie  disturbed  fuuc- 

• 

^^^^  of  otlier  organs  in  strong  hypera>mia,  the  same  is  the  case  with 
^pen'udical  phybiological  uterine  congestion  by  menstruation,  and 
*liouiicab^i>iDal  pathological  hypera^mia  of  the  uterus  by  not  typi- 
^  bfrniorrliages  —  restoring  the  functions  of  the  uterus  respecting 
^^^I'tiou.  I  liave  therefore  to  louk  upon  these  excretions  as  the 
'^S^torp  of  the  same  ;  for  entii-ely  aside  from  the  not  absolute 
''"'^ty  of  an  awakened  strong  sexual  desire  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
*P^on,  the  reception  of  the  s])erm  and  of  the  ovulum  in  the  cavity 
^  Uie  ntenis  are  essential  conditions  to  fructuation,  to  a  normal 
FVaadcj.     Bespecting  the  transportation  of  the  ovulum  through  the 
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tubes  to  the  uterns,  we  want  direct  observations  about  the  inflaenoet 
which  favor  or  retard  that  process,  the  smallness  of  these  deep  seated 
organs  not  admitting  from  outside  a  control  over  the  physiological 
process  in  the  individual  cases  ;  but  we  are  justified  to  suppose  that 
strong  hypcrtemic  tumefaction  of  the  tubes  may  be  able  to  narrow  the 
volume  of  the  same,  retarding  or  lessening  the  peristaltic  motion, 
which  has  to  assist  the  transportation  of  the  ovulum.  The  sperm 
can  but  very  seldom  be  injected  through  the  narrow  os  uteri  and  canal 
of  the  neck  directly  into  the  uterine  cavity,  and  even  the  peculiar  mo- 
tion of  the  spcim-filaments  are  not  always  sufficient  to  arrive  there ; 
but  an  attraction  of  the  semen,  injected  iuto  the  vagina  t^^rongh  an 
independent  action  of  the  uterus  itself,  must  assistingly  come  into  play. 
Laying  aside  the  observations  of  Eishstedt,  in  reference  to  the  absorb- 
ing power  of  the  enlarged  and  air-tied  uteriue  cavity  by  the  alteration 
in  the  form  of  the  whole  uterus,  and  confine  ourselves  to  the  at  least 
analogous  physiological  process  of  endosmosis  and  exosmosis,  we 
find  for  the  attraction  of  the  sperm  not  only  a  diminished  dispo- 
sition in  the  generative  organs  of  a  plethoric  constitution,  but  even 
essential  obstacles  ;  for  general  plethora  of  an  individual  does  not  im- 
press itself  only  in  the  arterial  and  venous  system,  but  also  in  the 
various  organs  of  the  body.  This  is  so  much  more  the  case  with  the 
uterus,  as  by  the  position  of  the  same  in  the  entrance  of  the  pelvis,  in 
the  depending  part  of  the  trunk,  the  pressure  of  the  whole  blood  col- 
umn must  keep  the  vessels  filled  and  in  a  stronger  tension,  than  is  the 
case  with  the  organs  of  the  head  and  neck.  To  this  are  added  the 
already  mentioned  periodical  physiological  congestions  and  the  varioiu 
pathological  hypcraemias  of  the  uterus,  which,  in  combination  with 
the  plethora,  greater  richness  of  blood  and  solid  iogredients,  instead  of 
favoring  absorption  and  resorption,  lay  rather  the  foundation  to  ezn- 
dation  in  the  uterine  cavity  or  in  the  muscular  structure — to  cxosmosiB 
and  transudation  (menstruation,  hydrorrhoea),  and  finally  to  cfihsions 
from  the  bursted  papillary  vessels  (menorrhagia,  metrorrhagia).  If 
the  last  takes  place  in  a  high  degree,  the  speim,  as  also  the  ovulum, 
may  be  washed  off  by  the  effused  blood,  or  the  ovulum  be  enveloped 
by  the  coagulated  blood,  thus  excluding  totally  the  admission  of  the 
sperm  to  the  same.  But  organs  empty  of  blood  endeavor  to  attract 
endosmotically  the  various  substances,  particularly  serous  and  albu- 
minous fluids  —  a  fact  which  has  been  made  use  of  therapeutically,  try- 
ing to  dispose  the  different  organs  to  the  reception  of  medicinal  sub- 
stances by  the  heightened  secretions  and  excretions,  through  the  trans- 
piration of  the  cutis  in  syphilis,  through  the  application  of  a  blister  in 
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tlw  employment  of  the  endermatic  method,  etc.  It  can  not,  therefore, 
appear  strange  that  the  anaemic  uterus  shows  already,  hy  itself,  a 
Wronger  disposition  to  the  attraction  of  the  sperm,  and  hence  to  con- 
ception, particularly  after  severe  haemorrhages,  abortions,  etc. 


*  •  I 
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On  Removing  the  Placenta.— The  Courtesy  of  Dr.  Sheets,  etc. 

HissBs.  Editors. — Dear  Sirs :  We  find  in  your  journal  for 
Juraary  an  article  over  the  signature  of  L.  D.  Sheets,  M.D.,  that 
gRidy  surprised  ns ;  and,  because  of  unprofessional  and  ungentle- 
tlemanly  bearing,  would  not  have  been  noticed,  but  for  the  reason  that 
OQr  trtieles  referreil  to  never  appeared  in  your  journal,  and  because, 
^  Rgret  to  say,  besides  being  discourteous  without  cause,  several  of 
thft  Doctor's  statements  were  false.  We  could  not  have  believed,  with- 
ott  previous  knowledge  to  the  contrary,  that  a  man  of  Dr.  Sheets* 
profeMional  reputation  and  standing  as  a  gentleman  would  have  de- 
Uwiiely  written  such  a  scurrillous  article,  without  some  provocation, 
OTolving  a  compromise  of  that  honor  and  courtesy  which  should 
tkiiicterizc  gentlemen.  We  can  only  expect  that  your  readers  will 
^  jodge  us  ;  and  as  it  has  ever  been  the  height  of  our  ambition  to 
^  iiiirly  with  all  men,  and  at  least  to  deserve  the  approbation  of  the 
•ore  honorable  members  of  our  profession,  we  trust  you  will  see  the 
propriety  of  our  explanation.  We  sliall  do  so  as  briefly  as  possible, 
cnuistent  with  the  many  dishonorable  bearings  his  article  lias  upon 
•^omitting  many  criticisms  to  which  his  article  is  amenable. 

Kret,  th«?n,  what  is  our  offence  upon  the  dignity  of  Dr.  Sheets  ?  A 
y*r  tud  a  half  ago  we  were  engaged  to  prepare  a  Summary  of  Ameri- 
*■•  Medical  Journalism,  for  the  regular  issues  of  the  American  Medical 
«•'%.  In  tlie  fulfilment  of  this  engagement,  we  endeavored  to 
9^1  fair  but  condensed  statement  of  all  matters  strictly  practical, 
'<*wrf  in  American  journals,  and  to  interspci-sc  the  same  with  our  own 
^iWiionji  and  experiences.  We  never  claimed  superior  wisdom,  but 
^•uppoM-sl.  in  our  venlancy,  that  we  had  the  rif/ht  to  give  our  expe- 
'*■«,  or  opinions,  so  long  as  we  did  so  courteously,  upon  such  mat- 
•■»  as  we  chose,  especially  in  a  journal  by  the  proprietor  of  which 
^were  paid  for  such  labor.  It  seems  the  '•bile,"  "phlegm,"  and 
"pi "  of  Dr.  Sheets  does  not  guarantee  to  us  any  such  privilc^. 
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We  had  not  been  long  at  our  labor,  when  an  article  by  Dr.  Bliaeto 
came  under  our  observation,  in  which  he  claimed  remarkable  sQceen 
in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever :  arsenic  was  the  remedy,  — 
the  time  of  cure,  two  weeks.     Wo  simply  said,  in  regard  to  it,  *■  thil 
is  by  no  means  new  treatment,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  Us  efficacy** 
The  Doctor  corrects  us,  and  says  we  doubtless  meant  ^* remedy.**    We 
meant  just  what  we  said — supposing  everybody  knew  that  the  revMdtjf 
was  somewhat  older  than  Dr.  Sheets  himself.     When  a  man  writes 
to  a  journal,  giving  a  special  treatment  for  a^special  disease,  it  is  sap- 
posed  he  gives  it  as  original,  unless  otherwise  stated.     Dr.  Sheets 
says  :   **  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  any  written  account  of  it ! !  "     He 
will  find  such  account  in  Watson,  Wood,  Dunglison,  Drake,  Dicksoiiy 
and,  if  we  rightly  remember,  in  every  other  text-book  upon  the  dis- 
ease we  have  seen  published  in  the  last  fifty  years ;  and  it  has  been 
alluded  to  too  often  in  journals  for  specification.     This  fact  should 
have  been  regarded  as  additional  commendation.     Now,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease  we  had  supposed  we  had  found,  not  a  new  "  rern^ 
edy,**  but  a  new  treatment,' that  gave  satisfactory  results.     If  you  will 
pardon  this  seeming  vanity,  we  will  say  that  we  have  treated  hundreds 
of  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  in  all  stages  and  of  varying  duration, 
and,  if  not  seriously  complicated,  we  have  not  visited  such  patients 
more  than  twice  in  the  accomplishment  of  a  cure,  and  oftener  not  at 
all.     Many  have  sent  to  us  from  hundreds  of  miles  away,  and  even 
from  the  State  of  Indiana  !     We  have  never  heard  of  a  failure  to  get 
a  cure,  for  at  least  the  season,  where  our  directions  were  attended  to. 
Since  we  commenced  our  sumnutry,  this  was  the  first  occasion  that 
had  been  presented  to  give  our  experience.     Hoping  that  some  unfor- 
tunate physician  or  patient  might  be  grateful  for  it,  after  giving  and 
commending  that  proposed  by  Dr.  Sheets,  we  gave  our  own.     This  was 
our^r*^  offence  !     If  any  of  our  readers  are  any  the  worse  practition- 
ers, or  have  any  less  respect  for  Dr.  Sheets,  because  of  this,  we  hum- 
bly ask  pardon  of  all  concerned.     Dr.  Sheets,  speaking  of  our  plan, 
says,  contemptuously,  "  This  is  an  improvement  upon  arsenic,  with  s 
vengeance  !  "     We  tkotight  so,  but  were  too  modest,  as  well  as  too 
considerate  of  the  Doctor's  feelings,  to  say  so.     If  any  think  diflfer- 
ently,  and  prefer  to  take  the  arsenic  "until  their  eyelids  swell,"  we 
shall  be  the  last  to  object. 

Onr  ae^nd  offence  was  like  the  above.  In  our  summary  for  Sep- 
tember last,  we  gave  a  synopsis  of  a  paper  by  Dr.  Sheets,  found  in 
your  July  issue,  upon  the  **  Delivery  of  the  Placenta,  j)artieularly  in 
Abortions  in  Early  Preynancy,'*    Though   Dr.    Sheets   spoke  con- 


\ 


1861.]  Carre9pondenee,  167 

tenptoonsly  of  such  men  88  Meigs,  Ghailly,  and  Ramsbotbamy  we 
faJdj  represented  his  article.  For  his  immodest  claims  and  unconr- 
leoQS  bearing  towards  the  first  names  in  the  profession,  we  must  refer, 
for  wtnt  of  space,  to  yonr  journal  for  July,  1860,  and  Januaiy,  1861. 
UpoD  this  subject,  too,  unfortunately,  we  had  some  experience,  and 
held  8ome  peculiar  opinions.  In  the  last  three  years  we  had  had  no 
diicolty  with  such  cases,  and  we  believed  that  nearly,  if  not  quite 
■U,  poflt-abortional  hemorrhages,  depending  upon  partially  detached 
ornuined  placenta,  could  be  at  once  arrested,  without  pain  or  risk  to 
tk  pitient,  and  with  great  ease  to  the  operator.  We  knew,  too,  that 
Pn>f.  Meigs,  Ramsbotham,  and  many  others  of  the  largest  experience, 
bid  said  they  could  not  do  it,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Sheets.  We, 
too,  hid  iailed.  We  feared,  even  in  the  full  comprehension  of  Dr. 
SkeeU'  Inminous  paper,  others  miffhi  fail.  Notwithstanding  he  had 
•0 kindly,  *' plainly  pointed  out"  his  sure  method  of  success,  others, 
like  OS,  might,  very  unfortunately,  be  '\as  blindly  in  the  dark  as  be- 
fore.'' So,  for  the  benefit  of  Profs.  Meigs,  A.  K.  Gardner,  Rams- 
boduuD,  and  other  similarly  benighted  ones,  we  gave  a  plan  that,  in 
oir  hinds,  had  never  disappointed  us,  in  these  unfortunate  cases. 
TUswis  onr  great  sin  —  the  straw^that  broke  the  camel's  back  — 
ud  pm  upon  our  track  the  able  and  courteous  pen  of  Dr.  Sheets. 

With  this  explanation  wo  might  conclude  our  paper  —  referring 
thoie  of  our  readers  who  may  be  curious  to  know  our  method  of 
tnaang  those  cases  of  post-abortional  hemorrhage,  where  the  pla- 
«Bto  is  not  easily  removed  with  the  unaided  finger,  to  papers  in  the 
^€tlem  Lancet  for  September,  1857,  and  the  A,  M.  Monthly  for  De- 
«al«r,  1858,  and  September,  1860.  But  Dr.  Sheets  makes  some 
<i>tements  that  require  further  consideration.  In  the  outset  of  his 
P«per,  he  charges  us  with*  making  **  garbled  extracts  "  from  his  article 
•poo  the  removal  of  the  placenta.  We  have  carefully  compared 
Ap  wtractfi  wiili  the  original,  and  find  them  exact  in  wonl,  letter, 
""i  purii^nation  ;  and  this  grave  charge  of  his  we  pronounce  false 
^  UifT  an>l  si»irit,  without  a  mitigating  circumstance.  We  could 
**^  'iUMo  hiri  article  entire,  but  wc  have  in  no  instance  done  vio- 
™f  to  his  meaning.  He  says,  a^in  :  **  He  quotes  Itamsbotham  as 
■*.TifiS  tbt-n*  are  some  casos  in  which  the  hand  can  not  l)e  introduced 
Jolo th.' vai^xia.  Itamsbotham  simply  says  no  such  thing!"  Now 
^'' nepfr  prftended  to  quote  him  at  all.  We  ttill  do  so  now.*  r  After 
*^J^^z  that,  in  liuch  cases,  **  the  placenta  should  be  removed  as  speed- 
*Jj»»  poMible,"  he  says  :  "We  shall  be  unsuccesn/nl  in  ant/  attempts 
*€  WkMj  make  to  get  it  away  In/  the  introduction  of  the  hand,"  etc. 
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Wc  make  this  qnotatiou  from  Dr.  Sheets'  article  in  yonr  July  nnm- 
ber.  If  the  quotation  is  not  correct,  the  fault  is  his.  What  shall 
we  say  of  a  man  who  will  make  such  statements  ?  Dr.  Ramsbotham 
says  it  is  impossible,  in  some  instances,  to  remove  the  placenta  by  the 
hand  alone ;  Dr.  Sheets  says  he  can  do  it  in  every  instance.  That 
their  opinions  conflicted,  was  all  wo  designed  to  state. 

Dr.  Sheets  does  not  pretend  to  enter  the  uterus  with  his  hand ;  and 
yet,  in  all  cases  of  abortion,  he  can,  with  his  finger,  traverse  the  whoU 
internal  surface  of  the  wornhT*  If  any  of  your  readers  are  curious  to 
know  how  long  a  finger  of  such  powers  must  be,  they  can  readily  as. 
certain  that  matter  by  calculating  the  vertical  dimensions  of  the  neck 
and  body  of  the  uterus  at  the  third  month  of  gestation  ! 

While  he  charges  us  with  garbling,  which  we  think  he  can  not  prove, 
let  us  see  if  he  garbles.  Safe  for  his  honor  as  inventor,  he  has  joBt 
learned  that  **  Tyler  Smith  removes  the  ovum,  by  means  of  the  finger, 
pretty  much  as  I  have  described  the  removal  of  the  placenta.  He  says  :  '  If 
the  bag  of  the  early  ovum  can  be  felt  with  the  finger  in  the  cervix  uieri, 
it  can  generally,  by  careful  manipulation,  be  separated  from  the  uterus, 
and  got  away  by  the  finger.'  "  Great  similarity !  Dr.  Smith  saying 
that  generally  the  ovum,  in  the  neck  of  the  womb,  can  be  removed  by 
the  finger;  Dr.  Sheets,  that  a  placenta  can  always  be,  even  in  the/im- 
dus!  Such  a  similarity  will  doubtless  render  the  name  of  Tyler 
Smith  immortal. 

Dr.  Sheets  says  he  can  always  remove  the  placenta  with  the  unaided 
finger,  but  that  he  does  not  always,  because  it  is  unnecessary ;  break- 
ing it  up,  and  removing  a  part,  is  sufficient  to  stop  the  hsemorrhage ! 
On  a  subsequent  page  he  reports  an  alarming  case  of  post-abortional 
haemorrhage,  in  which  he  found  the  cause  to  be  a  placenta,  "not 
thicker  than  a  twenty-five  cent  piece."  On  the  same  page  he  says, 
"  We  always  like  consistency  !  "  So  do  wo  ;  but  we  fail  to  find  it 
here.  We  do  not  believe  a  woman  is  safe  from  post-abortional  hem- 
orrhage, so  long  as  any  portion  of  the  placenta  remains  attached  to 
the  uterine  walls.  A  piece  not  larger  than  a^yf-cent  piece,  if  it  hap- 
pened to  cover  the  inter-uterine  extremity  of  a  blood-vessel,  by  par- 
tial detachment  might  produce  alarming  h»morrhagc.  The  Doctor 
has  a  "great  horror  of  instruments;*'  and,  knowing  his  great  love 
for  **  consistency,**  we  suppose  he  eats  with  his  fingers  :  he,  of  course, 
would  not  use  a  fork,  knife,  or  spoon,  lest  it  might  get  entangled  in 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth,  and  do  severe  and  fatal  damage. 
He,  of  course,  does  not  extract  teeth,  remove  tonsils,  nasal  or  uterine 
polipi,  nor  use  forceps  in  delivery.     If  a  child  gets  a  bean  up  its 
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noM,  he,  of  course,  "trots  out  his  eternal"  finger,  and,  regardless  of 
the  "beg^ngs  of  the  patient  to  desist,*'  does  his  work,  rather  than 
me  forceps,  with  which  its  extraction  could  be  easily  and  painlessly 
cftoted.  There  is  no  accounting  for  tastes  or  opinions  :  we  should  he 
happy  to  enjoy  the  peaceful  exercise  of  ours,  though  slightly  differing 
from  oar  learned  cotemporary. 

While  we  are  remarking  on  consistency,  let  us  cite  another  example. 

He  says  :  ••  Does  not  et^ery  one  know  that  the  vagina  is  very  elastic  ? 

Hid  the  gradual  introduction  of  a  hand,  well  Ivhrkated  with  oil,  with  the 

fi^gtn  extended,  the  ends  of  the  index  and  little  fingers  touching,  and  the 

tihrwA  lying  over  the  palm,  can  be  effected  with  little  pain."     Yet,  a 

dozen  lines  further  on.  he  tells  us  that  for  years  he  did  not  know  it,  and, 

iBtil  recently,  he  had  fruitlessly  *•  toiled  and  labored  for  days,"  in  the 

ittnnpt  to  reach  the  placenta.     In  his  first  paper,  also,  he  sneers  at 

wA  men  as  Profs.  Meigs,  Gardner,  Dewees,  and  others,  because  they 

do  not  know  it  even  now  !     Your  readers  will  not  understand  us  as 

VKCtiooing  the  truth  of  his  statement  when  he  says  he  "  likes  con- 

Atency : "   liking  and  practicing  are  different  matters.     We  hope 

yoor  readers  will  not  doubt  Dr.  Sheets*   intelligence  or  ingenuity, 

vhn  be  tells  them  that  in  these  previous  years  he  had  so  fruitlessly 

tnri,  with  all  "the  force  he  thought  justifiable,"  to  introduce  his 

Wd,  ** shaped  into  a  fist,  except  the  index  finger!"     He  has  just 

•ide  the  discovery  how  it  can  sometimes  be  done.     How  thankful 

4e  world  should  be  that  he  has  told  the  profession  how  the  hand 

Aodd  be  held  !     Even  if,  perchance,  it  should  subsequently  be  dis- 

^wered  that  some  one  had  previously  practiced  this  new  method  of 

■ktping  the  hand,  it  should  not  be  supposed  that  Dr.  Sheets  knew 

^i» before;  for  in  his  first  paper  he  says,  **  we  have  no  time  to  con- 

•«lt  inthorities."     We  hope,  too,  that  no  one  will  question  his  judg- 

■•Bt  imi  gof»d  taste  in  saying  that,  in  abortion,  the  placenta  can 

i^Myi  be  removed  with  the  unaided  finger,  and  in  sneering  at  those 

^fetbink  differently,  when  in  the  same  paper  he  says,  "my  experi- 

••»  i*  rery  limited!  "     With  a  very  limited  experience,  and  yet  no 

^loread,  we  are  left  to  infer  that  his  time  is  spent  otherwise  than 

■practicing  meilicine — probably  in  making  discoveries,  and  writing 

■*»  out  for  medical  journals,  and  subsequently  in  dealing  out  pen 

*^^ing$  to  unbelievers!     The  apology  in  regard  to  **  time**  will  be 

V^  ftttisfactory  with  your  readers,  in  the  matter  of  arsenic  in  ague. 

u  be  bfts  DO  time  to  read,  is  it  his  fault  that  he  did  not  know  it  had 

■*■  tboji  recommended  previously,  though  every  moilem  work  on 

mtdiea  and  the  practice  of  medicine  stated  the  fact  ? 

IT.— 11. 


170  Correspondence,  [Maidi, 

Dr.  Sheets'  papers  leave  the  inference  that,  in  nearly  all  cases  of 
abortion,  the  placenta  is  so  attached  to  the  uterine  walls  that  it  can 
only  be  removed  piece-meal.  Having  been  in  practice  twelve  years* 
we  have  seen  one  case  only  where  this  pulling  process  was  required,  and 
that  not  in  a  case  of  abortion.  We  have  seen  many  cases  of  abor- 
tion,  and  have  often  used  instruments  for  the  removal  of  the  pla- 
centa ;  but  we  have  never  yet  seen  a  patient  die,  or  even  lose  con- 
sciousness, from  post-abortional  haemorrhage.  We  have  never  used 
the  tampon  in  post-abortional  or  post-parturient  haemorrhage,  and 
we  pray  God  we  may  never  see  an  occasion.  Many  seem  to  regard 
a<.  collapsing  uterus  like  a  collapsing  balloon :  full  of  wrinkles  and 
folds  for  the  entanglement  of  an  instrument.  Where  we  have  prac- 
ticed, female  uteri  are,  after  parturition,  smooth  upon  the  internal 
surface,  like  a  distended  India-rubber  ball  allowed  to  collapse,  that 
can  be  swept  with  a  suitable  instniment  without  the  least  lisk, 
in  the  hands  of  any  man  that  has  brains  enough  io  pass  the  green 
room.  If  in  Indiana  uteri  contract  in  folds ,  we  would  suggest  to  Dr. 
Sheets  that  his  next  subject  of  inquiry  be  to  ascertain  the  eospuUwe 
power  that  throws  off  the  foetus  f 

Notwithstanding  his  horror  of  instruments,  the  Doctor  tells  ns  he 
has  used  them:  "I  have  employed  the  hook,  however,  when  I  conld 
feel  part  of  the  placenta  at  the  internal  os ;  but  it  would  tear  out  as 
quickly  as  I  could  pierce  the  placenta,  mthout  removing  a  particle  <^ 
it/**     Here  is  an  ingenuity  that  beats  the  fist  operation  by  far. 

These  papers  of  Dr.  Sheets  constitute  a  rich  field,  that  it  would  be 
interesting  to  cultivate  yet  for  a  while,  but  we  must  forbear.  We 
will  just  crave  your  indulgence  while  wo  relate  one  case  to  ofiset  Dr. 
Sheets'  instrumental  experience  :  A  few  days  since,  we  were  called 
to  see  a  case  of  post-abortional  haemorrhage.  Six  days  before,  the 
woman  had  aborted  at  three  and  a  half  months.  An  Eclectic,  of  small 
hand  (and  brain),  was  in  attendance.  He  broke  the  cord,  and  conld 
not  remove  the  placenta.  For  five  days,  how  he  "  toiled  and  labored  ; " 
and  could  some  one  have  told  him,  like  Dr.  Sheets,  '*how  gladly  he 
would  have  improved  the  lesson  "  !  During  the  time,  she  continued 
to  flow.  When  we  saw  her,  her  pulse  was  120,  tongue  heavily  loaded* 
the  bowels  extremely  painful  and  tender,  and  the  vagina  hot  and 
sensitive  to  the  touch.  With  Dr.  Sheets'  paper  fresh  in  mind,  we 
attempted  to  pass  the  hand  into  the  vagina.  The  woman  shrieked  in 
terrible  agony,  and  implored  us  to  desist  and  leave  her  to  die.  The 
friends  present  wept  in  sympathy,  and  we  had  no  heart  to  go  on.  We 
were  many  miles  from  home,  with  no  suitable  instrument  witjt  v« 
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We  asked  for  a  lar^e  spoon,  gave  the  end  of  the  handle  a  curve,  not 
mlike  the  clam  (not  claw)  of  Carey's  decidual  separator.  With  this 
ffiinple  contrivance  we  elongated  the  fore-finger  of  our  right  hand  full 
five  inches,  reached  the  opposite  side  of  the  placenta  (we  did  not  stick 
it  inio  the  Icwer  side,  pull  it  out,  and  say  the  instrument  was  worth- 
leas),  and,  with  the  fore-finger  of  the  left  hand  on  the  lower  side,  as 
a  coanter-blade  of  a  forceps,  we  removed  the  placenta  entire  in  less 
llian  two  minutes,  without  pain  of  any  severity  to  the  patient.  With 
tears  and  kind  words  she  expressed  her  thankfulness  ;  we  thought  of 
Dr.  Sheets,  and  said,  mentally,  "Instruments  against  fingers." 

Dr.  Sheets  says,  to  "  peel  off  the  placenta  from  the  uterus  is  often 
exceedingly  painful.".  We  have  never  had  patients  to  complain  of 
tbe  separation,  or  of  the  instrument ;  but  we  never  attempted  to  intro- 
dnee  oar  hand,  after  abortion,  without  complaints  of  suffering. 

We  have  spoken  of  Carey's  instrument,  because  we  have  found  the 
€Uim  extremity  extremely  well  adapted  to  our  purpose ;  but  we  as  often 
viake  one  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Dixon,  of  the  Scalpel,  under  the  full  effulgence  of  Dr. 
Sbeets'  luminous  papers,  has  just  invented  a  new  instrument  for  the  re- 
moral  of  the  placenta  after  abortion.     He,  like  Profs.  Gardner,  Meigs, 
Tliomas,  Dewees,  and  many  others,  has  found  the  finger  sometimes  in- 
adequate.   Dr.  Sheets  will  probably  hurl  at  him  his  anathemas,  for  his 
impodence  in  suggesting  the  possibility  of  such  instrumental  necessity, 
and  we  shall  have  company  in  our  misery.     Dr.  Dixon  says  :  '*  One 
ef  the  most  distressing  situations  in  which  a  surgeon  of  any  sensi- 
Ulity  can  find  himself,  is  to  be  called  to  attend  a  delicate  woman  with 
a  retained  placenta  after  abortion,  during  the  second  or  third  month." 
Dr.  Sheets  sees  nothing  distressing,  and,  though  his  ''experience  is 
"fnj  limited,"  ho  knows  a  small  hand,  short  fingers,  and  long  nails 
cm  a/iray«  be  made  to  divest  such  cases  of  the  distress  and  mental 
>uiet]r  they  are  likely  to  occasion.     lie  is  confident  he  has  **  robbed 
^aU  their  terrors"  post-abortional  haemorrhages.     We  do  sincerely 
^^  b^  may  attain  to  the  mature  experience  of  a  Meigs,  with  this  cor^- 
wv  unshaken. 

Tiking  leave  of  Dr.  Sheets,  wo  would  remind  him  that  **  doctors 
^  differ  ;  "  and  any  attempt  to  make  them  think  alike,  or  to  with- 
Wd  tbe  expression  of  their  difference,  we  fear  will  be  futile.  It  were 
^•te  if  he  would  not  get  so  terribly  excited  over  the  useless  attempt 
^  Quke  the  views  of  all  to  harmonize  with  his  own ;  such  excitement 
^J  bring  on  that  trouble  of  which  he  speaks  :  **  cacoethes  carpendi,** 
'kndge  a  valuable  life»  and  its  consequent  useful  labors. 
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Some  of  your  readei*s  may  think  that  a  physician  who  has  ''  no 
time  to  consult  anthoiities,"  might  have  thus  hetter  spent  his  time 
than  in  writing  that  last  scuiTillons  article,  fall  of  scientific  blnnden 
and  false  statements ;  but  such  a  thought  would  doubtless  be  a  veiy 
great  mistake  :  this  differing  of  doctors,  though  distasteful  to  us,  maj 
serve  the  noble  purpose  of  fixing  the  great  discovery  of  Dr.  SheetSt 
which  is  to  bring  such  blessings  to  the  suffering  fair  ones,  more  indel- 
ibly in  the  minds  of  your  readers. 

Begging  pardon  of  you,  my  dear  Doctors,  and  of  your  readers,  for 
trespassing  so  long  upon  your  pages  and  their  patients,  and  wish- 
ing Dr.  Sheets'  discovery  every  success*,  in  transmitting  his  name 
down  to  posterity  and  to  fame,  we  remain 

Yours  very  truly,  O.  C.  Gibbs,  M.D. 

Frewsbubo,  N.  Y.,  January  6th,  1861. 


<  ■  >  ■  > 


New  York,  December  21,  1860. 

GusTAv  C.  E.  Weber,  M.D. — Dear  Sir  : —  Since  my  last  letter  to 
you  there  has  not  been  much  doing  here. 

At  Bellevue  Hospital,  last  Wednesday,  Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre  amputated 
a  thigh,  and  trephined  a  man  for  epilepsy,  on  which  occasion  he  used 
for  the  first  time  on  a  living  subject  the  Gait  trephine.  This  instm- 
ment  is  similar  to  the  common  trephine.  The  crown  is  conical,  and 
has  two  sets  of  teeth  —  the  crown  and  peripheral.  It  is  made  on  the 
principle  of  the  screw  and  inclined  plane.  Its  advantage  over  the 
common  instrument  is,  that  when  the  crown  teeth  have  worked  through 
the  bone,  the  peripheral  teeth  (which  do  the  cutting)  wedge  them- 
selves into  the  sides  of  the  bone,  and  the  instrument  can  not  be  pushed 
inwards  at  all ;  so  that  there  is  no  danger  of  wounding  the  membranes 
of  the  brain,  and  it  saves  the  continual  probing  necessary  with  the 
instrument  in  common  use.  The  only  fault  to  be  found  with  the  in- 
strument is,  that  the  teeth  fill  up  very  rapidly  with  the  debris  of  the 
bone ;  but  Dr.  Gait,  who  was  present,  said  the  instrument  used  had 
been  made  by  Tiemann,  and  was  not  finished  properly.  The  inventor 
is  Dr.  G.  A.  D.  Gait,  of  Virginia,  a  young  man  who  graduated  last 
winter  at  the  Fourteenth- Street  School. 

The  New  York  Pathological  Society  held  its  semi-monthly  meeting 
on  the  12th,  with  its  usual  interesting  discussions.  It  is  undoubtedly 
the  best  society  in  the  city,  and  one  where  both  young  and  old  can 
profit  much. 

In  my  last  I  wrote  you  that  the  students  in  the  different  colleges 
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bad  held  meetings  in  regard  to  seceding,  bnt  that  moderate  counsels 

prevailed  and  they  had  agreed  to  remain.     But  last  week  a  "  fracas  " 

oocuned  at  the  Fourteenth- Street  School,  which  will  reduce  their  class 

considerably.     It  seems  that  early  Friday  morning  Dr.  P.  A.  Aylette 

(a  private  instructor  in  the  school)  received  a  letter  from  Prof.  J.  W. 

Draper,  President  of  the  college,  charging  him  with  tampering  with 

tbe  students  by  telling  them  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  pay  for  their 

tickets  until  after  Christmas,  and  other  dishonorable  acts, —  such  as 

liking  current  money  from  them  and  returning  uncurrent,  receiving 

money  on  deposit  and  not  returning  it,  etc.     Dr.  Aylette  (who  is 

blind)  caused  the  letter  to  be  read  in  the  amphitheatre,  and  called  a 

meeting  of  the  students  in  his  lecture  room  ;  where  he  addressed  them, 

ind  concluded  by  saying  that  he  could  no  longer  remain  in  connection 

with  the  college  (where  he  has  been  eighteen  years),  and  if  his  friends 

wished  to  depart  with  him  to  Charleston  he  would  guarantee  them  a 

diploma  and  defray  their  expenses.     Resolutions  were  drawn  up  and 

iigned  by  sixty-nine  students  (sixty -three  southern,  six  northern). 

Tbey  have  chartered  a  boat,  and  intend  leaving  next  Friday.     The 

itadents  who  have  supported  the  Faculty  have  held  meetings,  passed 

fBMlntions,  etc.     The  school  seems  to  be  in  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

TW  is  a  great  amount  of  feeling  manifested  by  both  parties,  and  on 

<*e  occasion  a  **  free  fight."     It  will  undoubtedly  hurt  the  University 

'tJy  mnch.  as  will  be  shown  by  their  next  annual  course. 

Yours,  very  truly.  Col.  MacKenzie,  M.D. 


l^tvitwi  and  ^otUti. 


^^teUeol  TVeaiiM^  on  Phthudt  Pulmcnalit:  embracing  its  Pathology,  Causes, 
^T^punnis  and  Treatment.  By  L.  M.  Lawson,  M.D^  Professor  of  Clinical 
Miciiie  in  the  University  of  Louisiana,  Visiting  Physician  to  the  New 
^^HttM  Charity  IIn«pital,  formerly  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
■•^iae  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  Cincinnati:  Rickey,  Mallory  & 
Ct,  78  We«t  Fourth  Street.     Pp.  S**)?. 

We  innounce<l  the  appearance  of  this  work  some  months  since.  It 
■••  ti  before  us,  and  we  welcome  it  as  the  fii-st  distinct  treatise  on 
^Ribjoct  by  an  American  author.  We  welcome  it,  not  only  for  its 
*™^ic  ments,  but  also  as  a  western  production  in  every  respect, 
^•«A  we  feel  sure,  after  a  carefid  examination,  will  not  disappoint  the 
^pwtations  of  the  author's  friends,  nor  the  general  practitioner,  so 
^^J  iBteresled  in  so  grave  and  fatal  a  disease  as  phthisis  pulmonalis. 
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8omc  may  think  that  the  literature  of  the  profession  on  this  sub- 
ject is  ahandantly  supplied,  and  that  there  is  no  necessity  at  the  pres- 
ent time  for  additional  works.  With  snch  we  beg  to  difier.  The 
observations  of  every  one  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  phthisis— 
a  disease  prevailing  throughout  the  entire  country,  and  greatly  on  the 
increase, — are  of  the  greatest  importance.  Especially  is  this  true  of. 
those  who  have  had  large  opportunities  for  observing  and  treating  it. 
In  this  latter  category  Prof.  Lawson  has  occupied  a  very  favorable  po- 
sition :  he  has  seen  much  of  the  disease,  in  private  and  public  pi«c- 
tice,  and  to  a  great  extent  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
phthisis,  and  the  diseases  of  the  chest  generally.  He  has,  therefore* 
occupied  a  position  which  enables  him  to  speak  with  care,  caution,  and 
authority ;  and  his  book  is  consequently  entitled  to  a  favorable  recep- 
tion, which  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  receive  from  the  profession. 

The  book  is  divided  into  four  parts.  Part  first  is  devoted  to  the 
pathology  of  phthisis.  Under  this  head  we  have  chapter  first,  in 
which  the  tuberculous  constitution,  the  physical  conformation,  changes 
in  primary  digestion,  condition  of  the  respiratory  function,  state  of 
the  circulation,  state  of  the  glands,  condition  of  the  nervous  function 
and  animal  heat,  are  discussed.  '  In  chapter  second  we  have  an  inter- 
esting discussion  of  what  Prof.  L.  calls  the  precursory  stages  of 
phthisis,  or  tuberculoid  condition.  In  chapter  third  we  have  a  discus- 
sion of  tuberculous  deposits,  physical  characters  of  tubercle,  varieties 
of  tubercle,  forms  of  tubercle,  histology  of  tubercle,  and  the  chemistry 
of  tubercle.  Chapter  fourth  is  devoted  to  the  condition  of  the  blood ; 
chapter  fifth,  to  the  secretions ;  chapter  sixth,  deposit  of  tubercle ; 
chapter  seventh,  to  the  changes  which  occur  in  tubercular  deposits ; 
chapter  eighth,  to  the  changes  consequent  upon  softening  and  elimina- 
tion of  tubercles  ;  chapter  ninth,  to  the  distribution  of  tubercle  ;  chap- 
ter tenth,  to  the  secondary  and  intercurrent  lesions  ;  chapter  eleventh, 
to  tertiary  lesions,  including  tertiary  lesions  of  the  organs  of  circula- 
tion, tertiaiy  deposits  in  the  liver,  and  tertiary  effects  on  the  fluids; 
chapter  twelfth,  to  forms  or  varieties  of  phthisis ;  chapter  thirteenth, 
to  the  nature  of  phthisis. 

Part  second  is  taken  up  with  the  etiology  of  phthisis.  Chapter 
first  is  devoted  to  the  congenital  predisposition  to  phthisis  ;  chapter 
second,  to  the  causes  which  may  induce  phthisis,  independent  of  an 
hereditary  predisposition  ;  chapter  third,  to  the  pathological  inducing 
causes  of  phthisis. 

Part  third  is  occupied  with  the  semeiology  of  phthisis.     Chapter 
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first  18  devoted  to  chronic  phthisis ;  chapter  second,  to  the  symptoms 
of  inflAmmAtory  phthisis. 

Part  fourth  is  devoted  to  the  therapeutics  of  phthisis.  Chapter 
first,  treatment  of  chronic  phthisis ;  chapter  second,  treatment  of  in- 
flammatory and  acute  phthisis  ;  chapter  third,  special  questions  in  the 
treatment  of  phthisis,  as  change  of  climate,  sea  voyages,  gestation, 
and  topical  medication. 

Aa  oar  space  is  limited,  so  that  we  can  not  give  as  many  extracts 
bom  the  book  as  we  could  wish,  that  our  readers  might  know  some- 
thing of  it,  we  have  thus  given  the  titles  of  the  various  chapters, 
io  that  a  very  good  opinion  may  be  formed  of  its  scope  and  character. 
The  points  of  especial  interest  in  this  book  are  the  chapters  on  the  pre- 
cnrsory  stage  of  phthisis,  the  geography  of  the  disease  in  the  United 
States,  the  origin  of  tubercle  in  the  metamorphosis  of  the  tissues,  the 
eridences  against  the  origin  of  tuberculosis  in  primary  digestion,  the 
more  careful  recognition  of  the  stages  of  the  disease  in  treatment,  and 
tke  somewhat  extended  views  in  I'elation  to  the  absorption  of  tubercu- 
loQs  material  or  exudation,  and  of  tuberculous  deposits.     Let  us  per- 
mit Prof.  L.  to  describe  what  he  calls  the  precursory  stage  :  "In  the 
pncorsory  stage  of  phthisis,  we  observe  a  more  marked  departure  from 
tke  physiological  state  than  belongs  to  the  mere  constitutional  pi-cdis- 
poiition ;  thus,  the  system  loses  weight,  the  strength  diminishes,  the 
Ncretions  become  still  more  variable,  and  the  calorification  and  inner- 
Vitioas  sink  below  the  natural  standard.     In  addition  to  these  evi- 
i»ce«  of  morbid  action,  there  is,  in  a  large  proportion  of  examples, 
>K>R  or  less  disease  of  the  fauces,  occasional  chills,  with  slight  febrile 
Movements,  and  often  variable  digestion.     This  state  of  the  system 
kcomes  permanent,  and  is  not,  like  the  more  constitutional  pi*cdispo- 
BtioD,  variable  in  its  manifestations  ;  nay,  more,  it  is  progi-essive,  and 
^  act  arrrated  by  appropriate  treatment,  surely  and  steadily  advances 
to  tubercular  deposits." 

Tbe  chapters  on  the  precursory  stage,  and  its  symptoms  and  signs, 
•"f  very  interesting,  and  form  one  of  the  chief  features  of  the  book. 
"C  can  only  remark,  in  passing,  that  we  do  not  think  Prof.  L.  will 
W  many  to  agree  with  him  in  his  views  conceniing  the  precursory 
*^.  Be  this  as  it  may,  an  understanding  of  this  stage  by  every 
P^^tl  physician  is  of  immense  importance  in  the  successful  treat- 
••Jit  of  the  disease. 

*  rof.  L.  devotes  some  thirty-four  pages  to  what  he  calls  **  the  geo- 
P^phy  of  phthisis.'*     There  is  much  in  this  chapter  which  we  would 
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willingly  present  to  oar  readers,  bat  space  forbids.  We  can  only  g^Te 
the  following  :  "Taking  all  these  facts  into  consideration,  I  am  follj 
persaaded  that  cpnsamption  originates  far  less  commonly  in  the  sonth- 
em  than  in  the  more  noi-them  regions,  and  that  it  gradually  but  per* 
ceptibly  diminishes  from  Maine  to  Florida.  And  without  claiming 
absolute  accuracy,  I  believe  the  tables  compiled  from  the  United  States 
census  are  very  near  the  truth,  and  will  be  found  sufficient  guides  for 
practical  purposes :  thus,  the  mortality  from  phthisis,  in  the  eastern 
division,  may  be  set  down  at  one  in  three  hundred  and  twenty -eight ; 
in  the  middle  division,  one  in  five  hundred  and  nineteen  ;  in  the  west- 
em  division,  one  in  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  ;  and  in  the  south- 
em  division,  one  in  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  This  shows 
the  mortality  from  phthisis  to  be  three  times  greater  in  the  northern 
than  in  the  southern  division."  Dr.  Forry  uttered  an  opposite  opin- 
ion, in  1840,  and  was  endorsed  by  Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  in  his  Diseases 
of  the  Interior  Valley  of  North  America.  **  The  error,"  Prof.  L. 
tells  us,  *'  in  both  these  instances  arose  from  basing  conclusions  on 
military  instead  of  civil  statistics." 

We  have,  only  room  for  the  author's  conclusions  as  to  the  nature  or 
origin  of  tubercle,  which  he  believes  to  be  the  result  of  metamorphosis 
of  tissue.  His  conclusions  on  this  point  are  as  follows  :  **  1 .  The 
tuberculous  element  originates  in  the  metamorphosis  of  the  tissues ; 
2.  It  seeks  elimination  through  the  lungs,  and  may  continue  to  pass 
in  certain  quantities  for  an  indefinite  period,  without  inducing  local 
deposits ;  3.  When  the  morbid  element  reaches  a  certain  degree  of 
concentration,  or  when,  by  long-continued  action,  it  produces  a  mor- 
bid effect  on  the  lungs,  local  deposits  take  place  ;  4.  The  first  deposit 
is  the  elementary  morbid  substance  known  as  the  amorphous  stroma ; 
this  is  followed  by  the  development  of  molecular  granules  and  peculiar 
cells,  which  constitute  tubercle  ;  5.  After  the  existence  of  solid  tuberde 
for  a  given  period,  it  softens,  and  the  debris  seeks  elimination  through 
the  bronchial  tubes ;  6.  The  morbid  action  extends  to  the  adjacent 
tissues,  causes  inflammation,  softening,  and  disintegration,  too  often 
resulting  in  fatal  disorganization ;  7.  The  perfect  uniformity  of  tuber- 
cle throughout  the  body,  in  whatever  tissue  or  organ  deposited,  ex- 
hibits strong  evidence  of  the  specific  character  of  the  disease,  and 
that  it  could  not  originate  from  the  ordinary  derangements  of  nutri- 
tion ;  8  The  chemical  and  histological  character  of  tubercle  favors  the 
opinion  that  the  w^hole  process  is  specific  in  origin  and  development." 
There  is  very  much-  in  this  chapter  worthy  of  careful  study.     We 
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do  not,  however,  agree  with  the  author :  we  helieve  and  think  there  is 
strong  argument  to  show  that  tubercle  is  the  result  of  faulty  nutri- 
tion. This  chapter  on  the  theory  of  tubercle  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
book,  both  in  argument  and  style. 

We  like  the  part  of  the  book  devoted  to  the  therapeutics  of  phthisis  ; 
a^d  we  think  the  every-day  practitioner  will  find  the  division  of  the 
author,  in  describing  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  the  various  stages,  as 
also  the  treatment  adapted  to.  each,  to  be  very  accurate  and  convenient. 
Prof.  L.  uses  the  following  language  concerning  the  hypophosphites, 
now  80  much  used:  <<Ihave  used  the  hypophosphites  in  numerous 
cues  of  phthisis,  particularly  in  this  so-called  third  stage,  but,  it 
must  be  confessed,  without  any  definite  results.  *  *  *  If,  however, 
tny  one  desires  to  test  still  further  the  hypophosphites,  I  would  ad- 
vise that  they  be  added  to  the  cod-liver  oil  mixthre,  or  to  the  syrup  of 
iron  and  lime,  previously  mentioned ;  for  in  this  manner  we  may 
Mcure  whatever  advantage  the  articles  possess,  while,  at  the  same 
tine,  we  do  not  abandon  the  patient  to  the  uncertainties-  of  an  agent 
lodoobtful  in  its  character." 

We  think  we  have  seen  decided  benefit  from  the  hypophosphites 
with  cod-liver  oil,  in  what  Prof.  L.  calls  the  precursory  stage,  and 
iiieveral  cases  where  softening  had  commenced.  Those  who  have 
pren  the  hjrpophosphites  much  are  prepared,  we  imagine,  to  enter 
ptotest  against  their  specialty  in  the  cure  of  the  disease. 

The  chapter  devoted  to  **  special  questions  in  the  treatment  of 
pW»i«ig/'  including  change  of  climate,  will  be  found  to  be  a  very 
JMppprting  one,  and  will  be  consulted  with  great  profit.  In  regard  to 
^cnre  of  the  disease.  Prof.  L.  is  very  hopeful,  under  certain  condi- 
^>wu:  "The  conditions  which  justify  a  favorable  prognosis  maybe 
^stated:  1.  When  the  tubercles  are  limited  to  one  lung,  are  not 
^  extensive,  and  have  not  been  associated  with  inflammation, 
wkcr  as  a  sequence  or  an  inducing  cause  ;  2.  The  general  health  re- 
•^ng  in  a  fair  condition,  without  rapid  emaciation,  fever,  or  de- 
'••gnnent  of  digestion ;  3.  A  heretlitaiy  tendency  to  phthisis  being 
•^  or  entirely  absent ;  4.  The  patient  possessing  naturally  a  good 
***«titution.  without  a  sanguineus  or  nervo-sanguinous  temperament ; 
*•  The  octapation  being  favorable,  or  at  least  not  of  a  character 
to  mdace  phthisis,  or  the  patient  being  in  a  condition  to  make  a 
^'••g*  to  a  more  suitable  business  ;  C.  Tlie  patient  having  confidence 
^  kit  medical  attendant,  and  a  willingness  to  submit  to  treatment, 
^  ^  ability  to  avail  himself  of  all  incidental  means  and  condi- 
''^  capable  of  favoring  his  recovery,  including  a  change  of  climate  ; 
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7.  A  cheerful  and  hopeful  mental  constitution,  and  a  desire  to  coi 
tribute  his  share  to  the  successful  ti-eatment.  —  The  unfavorable  ek 
ments  of  prognosis  may  be  thus  enumerated :  1.  When  taberd< 
occupy  both  lungs  to  a  considerable  extent,  or  involve  a  large  portic 
of  one ;  2.  When  the  disease  has  advanced  to  the  stage  of  softemnj 
with  extensive  disorganization  of  the  pulmonary  structures ;  8.  T1 
general  health  being  greatly  impaired,  as  shown  by  the  existence  < 
extensive  emaciation,  deranged  digestion,  hectic  fever,  and  nigh 
sweats  ;  4.  A  decided  hereditary  tendency  to  phthisis,  and  especial] 
if  ^ceived  by  a  son  from  a  father,  or  a  daughter  from  a  mother ;  I 
A  naturally  feeble  constitution,  with  a  phlegmatic  bilious  temper) 
ment ;  6.  The  occupation  being  unfavorable,  and  the  patient  not  ab 
or  willing  to  make  th»  proper  change ;  7.  The  patient  being  of  a  fick 
disposition,  wanting  confidence  and  perseverance  in  medical  treatmen 
and  unable  or  unwilling  to  secure  the  advantages  of  a  change  < 
climate,  and  other  incidental  means  of  relief;  8.  A  desponding  ax 
gloomy  cast  of  mind,  with  a  presentiment  of  a  fatal  issue." 

Wc  regret  to  be  compelled  to  close  this  brief  notice.  The  book  < 
Prof.  Lawson  will  supply  a  want  greatly  felt  by  e^ery  practitione 
especially  by  those  who  can  not  afiford  a  large  library.  It  is  em 
nently  practical ;  and,  written  by  one  who  has  studied  and  treated  tl 
disease  in  the  West,  it  must  prove  a  safe  guide  in  the  management  < 
phthisis  pulmonalis.  We  can  not  omit  to  return  our  thanks  to  tl 
publishers,  for  the  printing  and  binding  of  the  book,  which  are  boi 
creditable.  ■  Price  $3.50. 

On  Diphtheria,    By  Edwabd  St.  Greenhow,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Colle] 
of  Physicians,  etc.,  etc.     New  York:  Bailliere  Bros.,  440  Broadway.     186 

The  Messrs.  Bailliere,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  a  copy  of  th 
book,  have  issued  it  in  New  York  immediately  after  its  appearance  i 
London.  The  author  occupies  a  high  position  in  the  profession,  an 
has  written  much  of  great  value  on  epidemic  diseases.  He  tells  us  i 
his  preface  that  he  has  **  for  the  most  part  confined  himself  to  tl 
statement  of  facts,  and  in  a  great  measure  avoided  the  expression  < 
theoretical  opinions,  which  could  at  best  be  founded  on  but  imperfe 
data." 

The  disease  is  considered  in  twelve  chapters  :  Chapter  first,  prelin 
inary  observations — definition  of  the  disease;  chapter  second,  dipl 
theria  in  the  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  and  eighteenth  centuries  ;  chapti 
third,  diphtheria  in  the  nineteenth  century  ;  chapter  fourth,  diphtheri 
as  a  sporadic  and  endemic  disease ;  chapter  fifth,  non-identity  of  dipl 
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tberit  and  scarlet  fever ;  chapter  sixth,  human  and  hmtal  diseases  co- 
incident with  diphtheria, — ^relation  of  place,  age,  sex,  and  social  posi- 
tion to  the  epidemic  ;  chapter  seventh,  communicability  of  diphtheria  ; 
chtpter  eighth,  symptoms — description  of  the  several  grades  and  vari- 
eties of  diphtheria ;  chapter  ninth,  symptoms — diphtheria  on  the  cnta- 
UNms  surface  and  wounds,  occasional  concomitants  of  the  disease, 
■uumer  of  death  ;  chapter  tenth,  symptoms — sequelce  of  diphtheria  ; 
chipler  eleventh,  morbid  anatomy  of  diphtheria ;  chapter  twelfth, 
niggestions  of  treatment. 

Our  readers  will  be  enabled  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  character 
of  tlie  lKK)k.  At  the  present  time,  when  diphtheria  is  prevailing  in 
•11  pins  of  the  country,  this  work  will  afford  valuable  aid  and  assist- 
ince  in  the  study  and  treatment  of  the  disease.  We  therefore  recom- 
■end  it  to  all  seeking  information  concerning  the  disease.   Price  91.25. 


fir  Tne  Phftidan:  An  AnniTorsary  Discourse,  deliTered  before  the  New 
Tork  Academy  of  Medicine,  November  7th,  1860.  By  John  Watson,  M.D., 
^ident  of  the  Academy.  Published  by  order  of  the  Academy.  New 
T«rk:  8.  8.  &  W.Wood. 

We  ire  under  obligations  to  the  distinguished  author  for  a  copy  of 
lit  ible  address.  There  is  nothing  that  falls  from  the  author's  pen 
rtich  does  not  please  and  instruct  us.  This  address  has  eminently 
W  this  effect.  We  wish  that  it  was  in  the  hands  of  all  our  readers. 
mt  Dr.  Watson  is  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman  no  one  will  doubt, 
■fter  having  read  this  address. 

Oar  space  is  so  small,  and  the  address  so  rich  in  passages  at  once 

•0  tnje  and  so  eloquent,  that  we  have  room  but  for  one  or  two  ex- 

^'■rt^.    In  fipcaking  of  the  qualities  of  a  good  physician,  we  find  the 

wowing:  "With  fitting  opportunities  and  careful  study,  most  men 

■•y  Icam  to  recognijse  the  ordinary  forms  of  disease,  and  to  distin- 

poiii  thene  from  one  another  ;  but  the  power  of  detecting  diseases  in 

w  ol.M»urer  sha^lcs,  at  seasons  and  under  circumstances  uncommon 

tothrm,  when  latent,  complicated,  perverted,  or  masked  by  their  con- 

*<>*itantft,  belongs,  as  a  special  gift,  only  to  the  well-trained  practical 

Wrvers.     Skill  of  this  kind,  in  its  highest  degree,  is  never  the  result 

weila<ation,  merely;  it  is  no  simple  acquisition  of  the  class-room; 

^  i»  r»\*:T  reache<l  through  the  abstract  study  of  logic  or  philosophy  ; 

wrt,  whil>t  it  implies  careful  preparation  and  a  fair  amount  of  prac- 

ncd  craining,  it  implies,  beyond  these,  something  proper  to  the  indi- 

^Qtl :  a  mind  imbued  with  the  love  of  truth,  and  with   zeal  in  its 

ptrralU ;  a  judgment  quick,  accurate,  and  discriminating  ;  habits  of 
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investigation,  of  intense  reflection,  of  looking  beyond  appearances  to 
things  as  they  are ;  disposition  and  ability  to  win  and  secnre  confi- 
dence, powers  of  combination,  of  comparison  and  analysis,  insight 
into  ruling  motives  ;  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  especially  of  the 
habits,  circumstances,  language,  and  expressions  of  the  sick;  and» 
added  to  all  these,  a  ready  perception  of  the  ever-varying  phases  of 
disease,  their  import  and  tendency,  as  well  as  of  the  agencies,  imme- 
diate or  remote,  that  modify  or  induce  them."  « 

Dr.  Watson  being  a  surgeon  himself,  has  a  high  idea  of  what  eveiy 
8ui*geon  should  be.  We  have  room  but  for  his  description  of  the  good 
surgeon.  "  'The  surgeon,'  says  Guidode  Ganliaco,  'should  be  cour- 
teous and  condescending,  bold  in  security,  cautious  in  time  of  danger, 
avoiding  impracticabilities,  compassionate  to  the  infirm,  benevolent  to 
his  associates,  circumspect  in  prognostication,  chaste,  sober,  pious  and 
merciful,  not  greedy  of  gain,  no  extortioner,  but  looking  for  his  fee  in 
moderation,  according  to  the  extent  of  his  services,  the  ability  of 
his  patient,  the  result  of  his  treatment,  and  a  proper  sense  <of  his 
own  dignity.'  Golden  words,  these !  as  true  at  the  present  hour  ai 
when  uttered  by  that  brave  old  prince  of  surgery,  five  hundred  years 
ago." 

TrcmiaetioM  of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Societifg 
held  at  White  Sulphur  Springs,  June  12,  18,  and  14,  1860. 

We  casually  noticed  the  volume  of  Transactions  of  our  State  So- 
ciety for  1860,  in  our  last  issue.  In  most  respects  we  consider  it  the 
most  valuable,  as  it  is  certainly  the  most  attractive  volume  our  Society 
has  ever  produced.  The  first  in  order  of  the  papers  embraced  is  the 
very  excellent  and  eloquent  address  of  the  retiring  President,  Dr. 
Firestone,  of  Wooster.  The  i-cmarks  of  Dr.  Firestone  on  medical 
education  are  especially  worthy  of  careful  perusal  and  remembrance. 
Next  is  the  report  of  Prof.  M.  B.  Wright,  the  Committee  on  Obstet- 
rics. The  report  is  somewhat  lengthy,  and  Dr.  Wright  has  discussed 
a  variety  of  topics  of  interest :  thus,  the  question  as  to  whether  sexual 
intercourse  and  pregnancy  can  take  place  during  sleep  ;  criminal  abor- 
tion ;  the  delivery  of  the  placenta,  the  Caesarian  section,  embracing  a 
very  interesting  case  from  Dr.  Fries,  of  Cincinnati.  Dr.  Wright  has 
some  peculiar  notions  upon  the  use  of  the  pessary,  cephalic  version, 
etc.,  which  find  a  prominent  place  in  the  present  report. 

Dr.  McMeens,  of  Sandusky,  gives  a  very  carefully  matured  report 
on  the  use  of  Cannabis  Indica ;  indeed,  we  consider  this  one  of  the 
best  papers  of  the  volume,  particularly  in  a  practical  point  of  view. 
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Hie  report  on  Medical  Literature  is  by  Dr.  E.  B.  Stevens,  of  Cin- 
OBBati. 

IIm  Effects  of  Chloroform  upon  the  Intellectual  Processes  is  the 
tide  of  a  very  valuable  report  by  Dr.  Thos.  L.  Wright,  of  Bellefon- 
tuae.  We  should  be  glad  if  we  had  space  to  follow  the  thread  of 
Uiis  jM^cr,  and  its  more  important  points.  Dr.  Wright  has  discussed 
tksQbject  with  the  spirit  of  a  philosopher ;  and  his  argument  will  be 
leid  withia  great  deal  of  interest.  The  whole  paper,  which  is  quite 
lagthy,  is  summed  up  with  several  propositions,  the  most  important 
of  which  are —  **  5th.  The  evidence  of  a  person  respecting  transac- 
tioBi  that  occur  to  the  mind  while  partly  conscious,  is  always  liable  to 
tbe  mo6t  monstrous  fallacies,  and  it  should  not  be  received  as  sufficient 
proof  of  any  fact ;  6th.  Evidence  of  females  respecting  rape  upon 
tkmsdTfs  while  unconscious  from  chloroform,  is  particularly  liable  to 
mpicion."     Dr.  Wright  deserves  great  credit  for  his  report. 

A  brief  obituary  notice  of  Dr.  Ackley,  late  of  Cleveland,  is  given 
bjDr.  C.  P.  Landon. 

l^,  Metz,  of  Massillon,  contributes  a  full  and  valuable  report  on 
DiKtses  of  the  Eye.  We  have  othei-wise  spoken  very  cordially  of 
this  ptper. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Reeves  gives  three  cases  of  Inflammatory  Disease  of 
the  Neck  of  the  Uterus,  calling  attention  to  the  importance  of  local 
treitment  in  many  of  these  cases. 
The  report  on  Medical  Societies  is  by  Dr.  Mitchell,  of  Mansfield. 
Dr.  Gundry's  report  on  Insanity  closes  the  volume.     This  careful 
ttd  mature  report  properly  belongs  to  the  Transactions  of  1859  ;  but 
bcmg  omitted  from  that  volume,  by  the  vote  of  the  Society,  is  incor- 
porated in  the  present. 

We  find  quite  a  number  of  errors  in  the  list  of  membership,  though 
tbif  ia  no  fault  of  the  committee  ;  and  we  suggest  that  the  members 
•t  large  unite  in  an  effort  to  correct  up  the  list,  for  convenience  of 
ice. 


A  HmU-Book  of  Ifotpiial  Practice;  or,  an  Introduction  to  the  Practical  Study  of 
Ifcdirine  at  the  Bedside.  By  Robert  D.  Lyon.m,  K.C.C,  M.U.T.C.D.,  etc., 
ft*-.  PhjficUn  to  the  JerTis,  etc.,  etc.  New  York  :  6.  S.  &  W.  Wood,  Broad- 
way.    IbtA. 

TLi!*  ifei  a  most  excellent  and  valuable  book,  and  should  be  in  the 
kttads  €t(  evrry  student ;  indeed,  it  is  a  book  without  which  no  stu- 
dent can  profiubly  attend  clinical  lectures,  or  watch  the  progress  of 
at  the  bedside.     It  gives  directions  for  the  thorough  and  com- 
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pletc  examination  of  every  organ  of  the  human  body ;  and,  in  one 
word,  describes  everything  belonging  to  clinical  examination.  "  Formi 
for  reporting  cases  "  are  given,  which  will  be  of  great  service  to  the 
student  and  young  practitioner,  who  have  not  received  such  valuable 
instructions  in  the  wards  of  a  hospital,  under  the  care  of  a  good  phj« 
sician.  Thei*e  is  so  much  that  is  good  in  the  book,  that  we  cordially 
recommend  it  to  our  readers. 

For  sale  by  Rickey,  Mallory  <&  Co.,  Fourth  street,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Price  «1.00. 


Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trtuteet  and  OfficerM  qf  the  Southern  Ohio 
Lunatic  Asylum :  to  the  GoTcmor  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

From  this  report  we  learn  that  there  were  156  patients  in  the  ARylum 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1859,  and  that  127  have  been  admitted  during 
the  last  year  ;  of  this  latter  number,  60  were  males  and  67  females. 
37  males  and  27  females  were  discharged  cured ;  improved,  1  male 
and  1  female  ;  unimproved,  17  males  and  35  females ;  died,  6  males 
and  2  females.  There  was  remaining  in  the  Asylum,  January  1,  82 
males  and  75  females.  The  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  excellent. 
We  find,  again,  that  the  occupation  of  farming  has  furnished  20  pa- 
tients during  the  year,  and  that  of  laborer,  17,  tailor,  3,  etc.  Among 
the  causes  we  find  intemperance  in  11  cases ;  the  puerperal  condition, 
13  ;  domestic  troubles,  9  ;  masturbation,  5  ;  religious  excitement,  6 ; 
business  perplexities,  7  ;  uterine  disease,  5.  Of  the  forms  of  insanity, 
64  suffered  from  mania  ;  25  from  melancholia  ;  demented,  7. 

The  Superintendent  calls  the  attention  of  the  Tinstees  to  a  class  of 
patients, — epileptics.  He  says,  truly,  that  the  Legislature  should  pro- 
vide a  house  for  them,  as  they  need  all  the  care  demanded  by  insane 
patients,  and  still  are  unfit  for  a  lunatic  asylum.  With  this  opinion 
we  heartily  concur,  and  go  further,  and  say  that  it  is  great  injustice 
not  only  to  the  insane,  but  to  the  epileptics,  to  confine  them  in  the 
same  house. 


Twenty-Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Central  Ohio  Lunatic  Atylum^  for  the  year 
1860. 

From  the  interesting  report  of  the  Superintendent,  Dr.  Hills,  we 
learn  that  the  number  of  patients  in  the  Asylum,  November  1,  1859, 
was  111  males,  103  females  :  total,  214.  Admitteil  during  the  year, 
98  males,  110  females :  total,  208.  Entire  number  under  treatment 
for  the  year,  422.  There  were  discharged, — recorded,  101 ;  improved, 
24 ;  unimproved,  31 ;  died,  14 :  total,  17 ;  and  there  are  remaining 
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h  the  Aflylum,  November  1,  1860,  252.  Incorporated  in  this  report 
ve  find  a  very  valoable  and  interesting  table  of  the  asylums  for  the 
iBMne  (State  and  private)  in  the  United  States,  giving  in  tabular  form 
•11  the  important  statistics  of  each.  This  table  was  originally  pie- 
ptred  bj  Dr.  R.  J.  Dnnglison,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  North  Am. 
Jitd.'Chir,  Rev.  The  expense  of  sustaining  this  Institution  for  the 
mr  ending  November  1,  1860,  was  in  round  numbers  about  940,000. 


BmthwaiUt  Rttrotpeet  </  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Part  XLII.  New  York :  W. 
A.  Townaend  &  Ca     1861.    Price  $2  per  annum. 

The  lit^-Tearfy  Abitraet  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  Edited  by  W.  H.  Raivkixo, 
M.D^  and  C.  B.  Radcliffe,  M.D.  No.  82,  July  to  December,  1860.  Phila- 
delphia: Lindsay  k  Blakiston.    1861.    Price  $2  per  annum. 

These  old  and  well-known  publications  continue  to  reach  us  with 
tkir  iccQstomed  promptness ;  and  they  still  pi-esent  to  the  profession 
a  Ttst  tmount  of  the  freshest  gleanings  of  the  current  medical  peri- 
odical literature.  The  present  numbers  are  unusually  rich  and  valua- 
ble. 


*  •♦  ■  > 


($flitOV'|8    Wtiltlt. 


Bfgiene  of  the  Sewing  Machine, — ^The  greatly  increased  use  of  sew- 
ing machines  in  the  families  of  this  country,  and  even  amongst  the 
wmparativcly  poorer  classes  —  those  who  are  mainly  dependent  upon 
tkenee«ile  for  a  livelihood, —  makes  it  very  proper  that  medical  men 
^ultl  interest  themselves  in  the  inquiry  as  to  the  hygienic  influences 
ofthis  wonderful  labor-saving  machine.  Dr.  A.  K.  Gardner,  of  New 
York,  recently  brought  the  matter  before  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Jfciiicine,  presenting  a  large  number  of  facts  and  inquiries  bearing 
'Jpon  the  subject.  We  find  his  paper  reported  for  the  X.  Y,  Medical 
^W#  of  loth  Dec.  ult.  Dr.  Gardner  pronounces  the  sewing  machine, 
^^n  taken  in  the  hygienic  aspect,  **  the  gi-eat  boon  of  the  nineteenth 
<»*tun-to  the  women  of  Christendom  and  of  the  world  :  *'  and  claims 
^t  *•  it  has  manumitted  the  white  slave. *^ 

"  The  world  requires  for  a  necessity  a  certain  amount  of  sewing. 
Tbt  Mowing  machine  does  the  work  of  twelve  persons  ;  therefore  cither 
W  a  twelfth  of  the  piTsons  employed  is  necessary,  or  the  work  is  done 
*o  »  twelfth  of  the  time.  Supposing  this  work  is  done  under  the 
•»nw?  i.in'umKtances  of  foul  air  and 'by  the  midnight  lamp,  the  amauro- 
tic rT&»  and  the  consumptive's  hectic  cheek  are  diminished  one-twelfth. 
....  But  here  comes  the  argument  which  this  paper  is  especially 
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intended  to  meet ;  for  it  is  alleged  by  some  in  objecting  to  sewing 
machines,  first,  that  sewing  machine  work  is  inferior  in  looks,  strong^ 
and  consequent  durability  of  wear,  to  hand  work  (which  statement, 
with  a  simple,  but  forcible  denial,  I  pass  by  for  moro  legitimate 
themes)  ;  and  8Ccoudly,  that  the  working  of  the  machine  not  only 
aggravates,  but  originates  disease." 

Dr.  Gardner  has  not  been  content  with  giving  the  results  of  his  own 
casual  obsci-vation  on  these  two  inquiries,  but  has  taken  the  pains  to 
visit  largo  factories,  as  the  Douglass-&-Sherwood  manufactory  of 
skirts,  where  for  several  years  they  have  run  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Wheeler-tfe -Wilson  machines  constantly,  and  instituted  a  careful  re- 
search into  these  matters.  His  conclusion  is,  that  especially  in  the 
so-called  ''  female  diseases,"  but  also  in  all  affections  and  accidents 
that  might  in  any  way  be  supposed  to  be  influenced  by  the  use  of  the 
sewing  machine,  there  have  been  no  injurious  effects.  These  brief 
quotations  fail  to  do  justice  to  Dr.  Gardner's  pai>er ;  but  we  hare  in 
these  few  words  given  his  conclusion,  which  wo  think  has  followed 
from  a  candid  and  patient  inquiry  in  the  points  of  the  case. 

We  have  had  some  opportunity  of  studying  this  hygienic  and  do- 
mestic question,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  views 
given  above.  For  some  time  past  a  Grover-& -Baker  machine  has 
been  in  regular  use  in  our  household,  and  we  are  prepared  to  speak  of 
it  and  commend  it  —  both  from  the  excellence  of  the  work  done,  and 
the  comfort  with  which  it  is  accomplished. 

77ie  Tear-Book  of  American  Contributions  to  Medical  Science  and 
Literature. — Dr.  0.  C.  Gibbs  wishes  us  to  say  that,  because  of  the 
unsettled  state  of  national  affairs,  his  proposed  Tear-Book  will  be  de- 
layed for  a  time.  He  is,  however,  in  hopes  to  issue  some  time  during 
the  coming  three  months.  So  soon  as  on^  thousand  names  are  re- 
ceived as  subscribers,  the  work  will  be  put  to  press.  Thankful  for 
the  kind  words  spoken  for  him  b\  nearly  all  journals,  and  the  expres- 
sions of  encouragement  given  by  subscribers,  he  must  still  ask  his 
friends  to  continue  to  labor  in  behalf  of  the  Tear-Book.  He  has 
spent  much  time  and  money  in  starting  an  entei-prise  that  he  had 
hoped  would  meet  a  professional  want,  and  do  honor  to  American 
medicine.  A  professional  expression  of  sympathy  and  encouragement 
is  all  that  is  wanting  to  insure  success  and  perjDetuity  to  the  enter- 
prise. Every  physician  in  the  country  should  become  a  subscriber, 
and  thus  acquaint  himself  with  the  opinions  of  his  contemporaries. 
If  one  in  ten  will  aid  in  the  enterprise,  a  summary  of  American  med- 
ical literature  and  progress  will  be  given  to  the  profession.     We 
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know  of  no  work  of  ten  times  the  cost  that  will  give  the  same  amount 
of  information.  Terms  83  per  year,  to  be  paid  on  the  issue  of  the 
work.  Subscribers  should  direct  at  once  to  O.  C.  Gibbs,  M.D., 
dnntiuque  county,  N.  Y. 

Seciision  of  Medical  Students  from  the  N.  Y.Uruveraity, — ^In  further 
nplanation  of  the  difficulty  in  Ihe  University  Medical  College,  alluded 
lo  by  our  New  York  correspondent,  we  will  only  add  :  The  difficulty 
wu  t  personal  one  —  not  by  any  means  political,  as  it  was  at  first 
wprwmted.  The  friends  of  Dr.  Aylette  felt  aggrieved  at  the  action  of 
Dr.  Draper,  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  and  as  the  result  of  their  expres- 
wm  of  indignation  Dr.  Draper  felt  impelled  to  tender  his  resigna- 
tion,—but  this  was  overruled  by  his  colleagues,  who  unanimously 
ud  heartily  sustained  him ;  and,  indeed,  it  appears  a  reaction  took 
place  amongst  the  students  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  when  the  circum- 
•tancM  were  more  fully  stated  which  had  influenced  the  Faculty  and 
it!  President  in  the  whole  matter  of  the  difficulty  with  Dr.  Aylette. 
We  letm  that  very  few  students  actually  withdrev.',  and  as  we  have 
i^lRtdr  said,  the  whole  affair,  discreditable  and  unreasonable  as  it 
•«Mn8  to  have  been,  was  simply  a  personal  squabble  and  not  a  **  south- 
CTnsUmpeile.** 

Tkt  Ohio  College  of  Denial  Surgery  hold  its  annual  commencement 
•ttlie  L^ntai  College  edifice,  in  Cincinnati,  on  the  evening  of  Febru- 
•'y  *i*).  Dr.  Aydelotte,  Pre«i<lent  of  the  Board,  delivered  an  address 
Bpon  ••  Human  Knowledge,  Natural  and  Suj>ernatural  —  its  Claims 
•Bd  Foundation.''  Diplomas  were  f^ranted  to  the  following  gentle- 
■fn:  A.  Evans,  of  Cincinnati;  (i.  S.  Allen,  of  Cleveland;  Wm. 
^aiKOB,  of  Indiana;  (rriffis,  of  Hamilton,  ().,  and  H.  D.  Ross,  of 
CaoKla  West.  Prof.  .J.  Richardson  made  the  valedictory  address, 
whirh  i«»  >poken  oi  as  very  appropriate.  Mr.  Evans  responded,  on 
Waif  of  the  class. 


An  ObMUtnral  Annual. — Prof.  D.  Warren  Brickell  purposes  to  issue 

•  Vear-Book  devottnl  to  obstetrics  and  the  diseases  of  women.    It  will 

conuin  from  four  hundred  to  six  hundixnl  pages,  and  be  issued  on  the 

int  of  January  of  each  year.    The  subscription  price — payable  invari- 

mUy  in  adrance — four  dollars  per  annum,  or  fifteen   dollars  for  four 

MbMrntjcre.    The  work  will  be  commenwd  on  the  cash  principle  only, 

mmd  the  patronage  of  the  real  friends  of  medical  literature  is  respect- 

follj  elicited.     Early  remittances  are  asked,  in  order  that  it  may  be 

IV.— 12. 
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ascertained  whether  the  expense  of  the  undertaking  will  be  met.  Ps- 
irons  may  rely  on  it,  that  with  each  year  improvement  as  to  size,  etc., 
will  be  instituted  to  the  fullest  extent  warranted,  as  the  object  is  not 
to  erect  a  money-making  machine,  but  to  exalt  and  improve  a  most 
neglected  branch  of  medicine.  Exchanges,  subscriptions,  and  com- 
munications of  every  kind  are  requested  to  be  directed  to  D.  Warren 
Brickell,  M.D.,  Box  346,  New  Orleans. 


The  New  Orleans  Medical  Xews  and  Hospital  Oazette. — ^The  sevenik 
volume  of  this  excellent  monthly  closes  with  the  February  number; 
and  with  it  Dr.  D.  W.  Brickell  retires  from  his  editorial  connection 
with  the  journal,  and  is  succeeded  by  Dr.  Anthony  A.  Penniston.  We 
regret  that  the  pressing  engagements  of  Prof.  Brickell  make  it  neoeB- 
saiy  for  him  to  withdraw  from  a  position  to  vbich  he  has  so  truly 
added  grace  and  dignity.  He  will  carry  with  him  the  good  wishes  of 
the  editorial  fraternity,  as  well  as  of  the  many  readers  of  the  Medical 
Xews  and  Hospital  Oazette,  We  cordially  welcome  Dr.  Penniston, 
who,  with  Dr.  Fenner,  will  doubtless  sustain  the  well-earned  reputa- 
tion of  that  journal. 

The  Louisville  Medical  News. — We  have  just  received  the  December, 
1860,  number  of  this  journal.  With  this  number  tlie  Medical  Xew9 
ceases  to  exist.  Cause  :  want  of  paying  subscribers.  It  is  also  sev- 
eral months  since  we  heard  anything  from  the  Louisville  Medical  Jour- 
naly  and  we  begin  to  fear  it  too,  has  come  to  an  untimely  end.  With 
men  of  decided  editorial  ability,  with  abundant  material  for  sustain- 
ing a  first-class  medical  journal,  it  is  a  great  shame  that  the  friends  of 
Medi^alJournalism  in  Kentucky  have  not  exerted  themselves  with  more 
zeal  for  its  support ;  at  least  one  good  medical  journal  should  be  sus- 
tained in  Louisville,  and  taell  sustained.  We  part  company  with  Dr. 
Benson  with  sincere  regret. 


The  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  recently  held  its  commencement  for 
the  winter  course  ;  sixty-five  matnculants  were  announced  as  compris- 
ing the  class.  Considering  that  this  city  is  the  hot-bed  of  the  *'  Cay- 
ennes,*' and  that  less  than  six  years  ago  this  same  school  claimed  a 
class  of  between  two  and  three  hundred,  this  twenty-tivc  per  cent, 
will  do  very  well. 


By  1st  March  Dr.  L.  M.  Lawson  will  have  returned  to  Cincin- 


nati, and  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession  as  usual. 
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JV>«^  Books. — ^Prof.  Gross  announces  in  the  last  number  of  the  North 

JmH'  ^^^ed.'Chir.  Review  that  he  is  engaged  on  a  new  work  :  the  Inju- 

nes  ^'od  Surgical  Diseases  of  the  Scalp,  Skull,  and  Brain  and  its  Mem- 

Vcaifc^«^-     He  solicits  the  coui)eration  of  the  profession  in  contributing 

to  its  material. 

Bi^rp^r  h  Bros,  have  recently  issued  a  new  edition  of  Prof.  Paine's 
great  book  on  the  Institutes  of  Medicine.  We  are  gratified  to  see  a 
demaikd  for  this  work  that  is  so  justly  complimentary  to  its  author. 

8.  S.  A  W.  Wooil,  of  New  York,  have  republished  a  small  vol- 
ume on  the  Successful  Treatment  of  Diabetes,  by  John  M.  Camplin, 
M.D. 

Liod^ay  h  Blakiston,  of  Philadelphia,  have  just  published  a  vol- 
vne  of  American  Medical  Biography,  by  Prof.  Uross,  a  small  work 
01  the  New  Movement  Cure,  by  Dr.  Taylor,  of  New  York  city,  and 
a  work  on  Mechanical  Dentistry,  by  Prof.  J.  Richardson,  of  Cincin- 
■tti. 


QiMinnaii  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. — ^This  school  held  its 
wnnifneement  early  in  Febniar)-,  at  the  close  of  a  three  months' 
coonc  of  lectures.  They  claim  one  humlred  and  twenty  matriculants, 
ABii  we  learn  there  arc  about  thirty  graduates. 


Mehprp.  FIditors  : — Sim :  Will  some  of  your  numerous  readers 
I*  so  kind  as  to  give  the  result  of  their  cxi)crience  in  the  use  of  the 
fcyTHjplKmphitep ,  in  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  phthisis  and  tubercu- 
lar dii^aR's  ?  A  YouN(j  Practitioner. 


—  We  have  reivivwl  the  tirat  report  of  the  superintendent,  Dr.  O. 
M.  LtDg«lon,  of  our  County  Lunatic  Asylum  (Long-view).  We 
fchill  htve  Homething  to  say  of  it  in  our  next  number. 


Erratum. —  In  the  notice  of  Prof.  Lawson's  bo«)k,  read  specificity 
f'.*r  the  wonl  specialty,  on  page  177,  twi«nty-third  line  from  tlie  top  of 


^oorara. — Dr.  Vella,  the  j)bysii'ian  who  applied  this  substance  in 
a  fte*  i.j  iHanus  on  the  battk*-fiel«l  of  Magenta,  reports  to  the  Acad- 
«oi>ii»'..  N  if  IK-OS  a  nuiidnT  of  experiments  made  1)V  him  to  establish 
it^valnra,.  a  therapeutic  agent.  He  clams  that  woorara,  besides  being 
a  fc^fv^^rt'i^rij  remedy  in  tetanus,  is  almost  an  antidote  for  str}'chnia.  to 
*ki(h  niDcIaiiion  ho  has  come  from  his  experiments  upon  dogs. — 
Since  du. 
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SURGICAL. 

1.  Redtlction  of  a  Dislocated  Humerus  after  Eighteen  Weeks . — '^ 
S.,  a  farmer  of  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  60  years  old,  was  overtariM 
in  a  wagon,  October  18,  1859,  and  received  a  severe  injury  of  the  le 
shoulder-joint.  The  humerus  was  found  fractured  near  the  upp< 
joint.  Under  judicious  treatment  this  fracture  resulted  in  perfect  unio 
within  six  weeks.  h\  two  months  more  there  remained  inability  1 
raise  the  arm,  and  a  thorough  examination  now  revealed  a  dislocatic 
of  the  humeniH  downwards  and  forwards.  Eager  to  obtain  relief,  tl 
patient  entered  the  Albany  City  Hospital,  February  18,  1860,  whe 
Dr.  J.  Swinburne  attempted  the  reduction  by  forcible  extension.  Tl 
head  of  the  bone  was  considerably  thickened  and  there  were  indie 
tions  of  fibrinous  deposits  in  and  about  the  axilla.  Extension  in  tl 
usual  way  proving  unavailing,  it  was  attempted  by  pulleys.  In  th 
way  the  head  was  brought  to  the  socket,  but  did  not  remain  tlie 
longer  than  the  extension  was  continued.  After  two  hours  of  fmitle 
efforts,  recourse  was  had  to  permanent  and  constant  means.  A  lai] 
wedge  compress  being  crowded  into  the  axilla,  it  was  retained  the 
by  means  of  a  strap  and  buckle  over  the  shoulders  ;  the  arm  was  ca 
ried  forwards  over  the  chest  and  confined  there,  while  the  elbow  wi 
pressed  upwards  by  means  of  an  appropriate  string.  The  patient  w^ 
then  placed  in  bed  and  the  shoulder  swathed  in  cold  cloths.  When  in 
few  days  the  subsequent  soreness  and  swelling  had  subsided,  the  pes 
tion  of  the  humerus  appeared  somewhat  better,  and  the  pressure  up< 
the  axillary  plexus  diminished ;  the  acromion,  however,  formed  st 
an  abnormal  protuberance,  with  a  considerable  depression  below.  B 
ductive  efiforts  were  now  continued  for  twelve  days  by  weight  and  pn 
leys,  resulting  in  a  decided  progress.  But  the  tedium  and  wearine 
connected  with  a  constrained  recumbent  position  soon  proved  a  aei 
ous  disadvantage  of  this  treatment,  and  in  order  to  relieve  the  patie 
from  them,  the  extensoiy  apparatus  was  so  arranged  as  to  enable  tl 
bearer  to  walk  around  with  it,  extension  being  effected  by  stra 
attached  to  a  crutch-like  splint  with  a  well  padded  compress  for  tl 
axilla.  Adhesive  straps  were  applied  around  the  arm  so  as  to  form 
loop,  and  prevented  from  sliding  by  circular  plasters.  A  strong  eoi 
drawn  through  the  top,  was  then  passed  over  the  lower  end  of  t 
splint  and  fastened  to  its  inner  side.  The  result  must  be  a  stead 
prolongetl  reductive  operation,  and  the  patient  regained  in  fact  wi 
that  apparatus  the  nearly  complete  use  of  his  arm. — Med,  and  Sw 
Reporter. 

2.  jReid's  Method, — Prof.  T.  G.  Richanlson  reduced,  eight  da 
after  the  occurrence,  a  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  femur  into  t 
thyroid  foramen,  by  seizing  the  limb  above  the  ankle,  flexing  the  1 
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lithe  knee  joint  and  the  thigh  upon  the  pelvis,  bearing  down  the  latter 
iipnii  tlie  left  side  of  the  abdomen,  carrying  the  knee  over  the  umbili- 
cal rf^on,  and  then  rapidly  extending  the  limb,  drawing  it  at  the  same 
time  obliquely  underneath  its  fellow.     In  ten  days  the  patient  left  the 
Wpital.     Notwithstanding  this  ready  and  conipaiativcly  easy  suc- 
oes»,  Prof.  Richardson  is  not  prepared  to  recommend  manipulation  as 
a  snWitute  in  all  cases  for  the  old  method  of  extension  bv  means  of 
pnlleys.    It  is  without  doubt  a  great  improvement  in  the  surgical  ail, 
but,  when  abused,  is  liable  to  do  great  mischief  to  the  soft  part  around 
the  joint. — Xorth  Atner,  Med.-Chir.  Review. 

Prof.  E.  Andrews,  of  Lind  University,  reduced,  without  difficulty, 
A  Roifnt  dislocation  of  the  hip  into  the  sciatic  notch  by  the  same 
■ethod. — Chic.  Med.  Exam. 

3.  Compound  Fracture  of  the  Skull. — A  case  of  this  kind,  reported 
by  Dr.  A.  H.  Buchanan,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  was  complicated  with  a 
vonnd  of  the  superior  longitudinal  sinus.     A  young  negro  woman 
bid  been  btnick  upon  the  top  of  the  head  with  a  liat-iron.     There  was 
a  lirxje  gash  in  the  integument,  and  the  anterior  superior  part  of  the 
pjri^l  bone  fracture<l  and  depressed  to  the  extent  of  half  a  dollar. 
The  fngments  were  taken  out  without  resort  to  the  trephine  ;  but  in 
WBoting  the  last  fragment,  which  was  shelving  under  the  sagittal 
wlnre,  a  8tn*am  of  blood  as  large  as  the  little  tinger  poured  out  upon 
tkedora  mater,  proceeding  from  a  rent  in  the  longitudinal   sinus  just 
TOi<»r  the  anterinr  part  of  the  sagittal  suture,     llie  blood  flowed  or 
boilni  out.  as  if  poured  from  the  mouth  of  a  small  pitcher.     It  was 
rtfciily  rthtrained  by  applying  the  finger  to  the  rent,  and  afterwards 
br  the  application  of  a  sponge  largi'.  enough  to  fill  the  hole  in  the 
hones,    'riie  integuments  being  brought    together,   a   compress  and 
btii'lig^j  was  firmly  applie<l,  so   as  to  hold  the  sponge  securely  in  its 
pl«cf.  which  entirely  arn'ste<l  the  haemorrhage.     The  case  progressed 
ittr.rtbly,  and  it  was  only  at  the  en<l  of  forty  hours  that  the  woman 
bftcimc  feverish  an*l  restless,  complaining  at  the  same  time  of  pain  in 
fcerheid.     All  these  symptoms  increased   until  the  fifty-sixth  hour, 
wWn the  dnssing  was  changed.     On  removing  the  sponge,  the  blood 
•p^JB  lioweil   freely  from  the  sinus,  but  was  easily  stopped  by  slight 
P^-'nre.     Tlio  <-:i\  ity  was  now  tilled  with  lint,  and  this  pressed  up 
•Ciintttho  hinus  by  a  j)rol»e.     The  integmnents  were  then  brought  in 
^^^"••itiou.  but  prevcntinl  from  uniting  over  the  lint  by  having  a  slip 
of  iintn  U'twi^?n  tlu'm.     CompR'ss  as  l>eforc.     The  fever  and  headache 
***|n  •n^•^id^•^l.     The  bnwels  were  kept  ojwn  with  ei>som  salts,  and  only 
■•Hrhtiiiei  allowcil.     Twentv-four  hours  aftenvards,  on  examination, 
w*  niorv  hgf inorrhage  occurn'd.     The  dix'ssings  being  ivnewe<l  eveiy 
w  or  two.  the  woman  continue<l  to  improve  and  got  well. — Xa«hviUe 
Jmt.  if  Med.  and  Surp. 

^W.  T.  <i.  Richardson,  of  the  University  of  Louisiana,  reports 
iLrNMif^i.  of  compound  depressed  fractures  of  the  cranium,  in  none 
<^whi«L  there  wa>»  any  of  tlie  usual  sym})toms  of  compression  of  the 
^ia.  and  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  point  out  some  neetled 
Bad  ill  t-at  ions  of  tlic  usual  treatment  of  such  injuries.     ^VhiIe  not  ob- 
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jecting  to  pickiDg  out  such  pieces  of  bone  as  are  completely  detached 
from  their  connections  with  the  dura  mater  and  pericranium,  or  so 
nearly  so  that  their  vitality  must  be  inevitably  lost  in  the  subsequent 
reaction,  nor  hesitating  to  remove  a  jagged  or  splintered  fragment  that 
might  bo  sticking  through  the  dura  mater  into  the  brain,  he  does  not 
understand  the  necessity  of  removing  the  bone  simply  because  it  is 
found  resting  upon  the  dura  mater.  He  maintains,  in  defense  of  this 
view,  that  the  depressed  bone  is  not  the  cause  of  inflammation  of  the 
encephalon,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  pressure,  the  condition 
named  being  rather  dependent  upon  the  bruising,  laceration  or  jarring 
to  which  the  organ  has  been  subjected,  and  perhaps  not  un frequently 
upon  the  operative  injury  inflicted  in  the  removal  or  elevation  of  the 
depressed  bone.  It  is  shown,  by  Laurie  and  King's  statistics,  that 
of  twenty-six  cases  of  compound  cranial  fractures,  eighteen  were 
cured  and  eight  died  without  trepanation  ;  fifty-one  were  operated  on, 
and  of  these  eleven  only  escaped  death.  It  is,  finally,  admitted  by  all, 
that  epilepsy  is  but  rarely  ascribable  to  depressed  fragments  of  bone 
allowed  to  remain  in  their  unnatural  position. — North  Amer.  Med.- 
Chir.  Rev, 

4.  Xew  TreatmerUfor  Trichiasis. — Dr.  Anagnostakis,  of  Athens,  pro- 
poses, for  the  cure  of  this  afifcction,  the  curling  upwards  of  the  eyelashes. 
He  uses  for  this  purpose  a  pair  of  miniature  curling  tongs  gently  heated, 
and  covers  the  globe  of  the  eye  with  damp  paper.  The  **  innocent 
manoeuvre*'  is  repeated  from  time  to  time,  until  the  lashes  take  their 
normal  direction. — London  Lancet, 

5.  Actipressiire, — lliis  mrthod  of  controlling  haemorrhage,  pro- 
posed by  Simpson,  was  practised  by  Dr.  Van  Buren  in  the  New  York 
Hospital  on  a  healthy  young  man,  aged  23  years,  after  a  secondary 
amputation  of  the  lower  tliird  of  the  fore-arm.  The  method  of  ante- 
rior and  posterior  flaps  with  circular  division  of  muscles  was  adopted ; 
the  tendons  were  also  drawn  out  of  their  sheaths  to  a  moderate  ex- 
tent and  cut  off  in  the  manner  lately  advised  by  Dr.  H.  Crosbery. 
(Med.  Times  and  Gaz.,  I.,  1860,  p.  86.)  Three  common  Berlin  wire 
wove  pins,  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  were  used,  one  for 
each  the  radial,  ulnar  and  interosseous  arteries,  the  extremity  of  each 
needle  being  in  the  cutaneous  surface  of  the  palmar  flap,  as  the  stem  of 
a  flower  is  fastened  to  the  lapel  of  a  coat.  No  ligatures  wore  applied  ; 
the  stump  was  closed  by  seven  silver  wire  sutures.  Some  slight  ooz- 
ing occurred  the  same  evening  from  the  outer  angle  of  the  wound,  but 
ceased  spontaneously.  Forty-eight  hours  after  the  operation,  but  mod- 
erate swelling  having  ensued,  the  needles  were  carefully  withdrawn, 
and  on  the  eighth  day  the  sutures  were  also  removed,  imion  by  first 
intention  having  tnken  place  through  the  deeper  portions  of  the  stump, 
and  but  a  sliglit  linear  ulceration  being  visible  at  its  peripherj'.  This 
speedily  cicatrized,  and  the  patient  was  discharged  two  months  after 
the  operation. — Am^r,  Med.  Times. 

Dr.  Syme,  of  Edinburgh,  expressed  his  views  in  reference  to  this 
new  operation  lately  before  the  Royal  Medical  and  Suigical  Society. 
In  his  opinion,  acupressure  is  not  calculated  to  improve  the  practice  of 
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gurg^c?  i-y.    The  needle  process  is  in  most  cases  hardly  practicable,  and 

in  «ome  not  practicable  at  all  ;  if  ligatures  are  objectionable,  which  is 

not  yt^t  provctl,  there  is  a  better  substitute  than  acupressure  in  torsion. 

Dr.  fc^penccr  Wells,  on  the  other  hand,  found  the  superiority  of  the 

needle    over  the  ligature  most  marked.     He  thinks  acupressure  will 

prove    a  most  useful  means  of  suppressing  hsemoiThagia,  and   had 

\eftmcii  its  utility  in  compressing  varicose  veins  ;  he  believes  also  that 

it^ill  hereafter  supcrceile  the  ligature  in  the  treatment  of  aneurism. — 

JM.  Times  and  Gaz. 

6.  Injuries  Simulating  Fractures  of  the  Skull. — A  man  was  thrown 
from  a  wagon  and  taken  up  in  an  insensible  condition.  On  the  occi- 
pitil  loiK*  a  ilistinct  depi-ession  was  found  with  one  well  defined  edge, 
l»ul  no  injury  to  the  scalp  ;  pulse  not  us  slow  as  in  most  cases  of  de- 
prt'-^iun.  No  treatment  was  dwidod  on,  and  in  two  hours  the  man 
WM  perfectly  cr>nscious  und  made  a  rapid  recovery,  the  deprcssed  spot 
provinjr  to  be  an  acci«lental  irregularity.  A  boy,  aged  twelve  years, 
hiJ,  from  a  similar  cause,  the  scalp  separated  from  a  portion  of  the 
wvipital  l»one,  but  not  torn.  The  separated  patch  was  distended  with 
bloinl,  making  a  soft  tluctuating  tumor,  at  the  lower  part  of  which  a 
blaiit  wlgp  was  felt  with  an  apparent  cavity  above  it.  The  patient 
WMiximatose.  but  the  ]»reathing  not  stertorous,  nor  did  the  pulse  indi- 
ct* fompressi  on.  On  opening  the  tumor  and  exploration  of  the  cav- 
J*v  with  the  finger,  the  skull  proved  perfectly  sound  ;  the  i)rominent 
nJfc*e  Was  the  upper  end  of  the  trapezius  muscle,  torn  from  its  inser- 
tion.—riu.r.  E.  Anduews,  Chicwjo  Med.  Exam. 

"•  PniMtntorrhaca,  a  new  afTection,  is  defined  bv  Prof.  H.  I).  Gross, 
'•D  lU  »s«iav  iati^lv  read  U'fore  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
.  vauia.  a<  a  mucous  discharge  from  tlie  prc»state  gland,  dep<'ndent 
o^'H  irritation,  if  not  actual  iiitlanimation,  of  the  component  tissues  of 
^toriran.  This  tli>eate  has  hitherto  been  always  confounded  with 
'^rinorbiil  conditions.  In  most  cas«'s  it  is  traceable  to  venereal  ex- 
<**h?*.,  i-hronic  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  stricture  and 
'••Iht  "iJMnM*!*  iff  the  urethra,  som«'tim«'s  to  disorders  of  the  lower  bow- 
l's Laiiiorrhoid>,  t*t<*.  It  is  a  very  common  result  of  masturbation, 
*^'l  may  uNo  f«ilb»w  the  exhibition  of  certain  remedies,  such  as  drastic 
'^tl.arti.  *,  raiitlijirides  and  spirits  of  turpentine.  The  principal  symp- 
^^•m  j,  iii,.  iliHcliJirgc  (»f  a  i^Mienilly  clear  and  transparent  mucus, 
^4^:iii:  ill  «|i:;i:iiiiy  from  a  few  tlrops  to  a  drachm  and  upwanls  in 
t»-ijiy-i'.,iir  hours.  Seldom  it  is  purilorm.  and  still  monj  rarely  puru- 
••'|-  Whi-n  ••onsiib*ralile.  the  How  ket'ps  up  almost  a  continual 
Bi'^Mur*'  ..f  the  orili«-e  of  the  urethra — and  it  may  even  stain  the 
f*i"iit'>  liu<  II.  The  most  eopinu**  evaeuations  gi*nerally  occur  while 
**^}ali»;nl  i*"  at  tli»*  wai«'r  cb»>et.  <*n,irai^i'd  in  straining,  'fhe  diseharge 
^* ''t!»n  AitfU'li'^i  with  a  peculiar  lit-kling  sensation.  proeec«ling  from 
^F"''*t4te  kdaud  and  fri*;|u<'ntly  extendinix  along  the  whole  urethra. 
\t\  a  |hw  patients  exiH*ni*nc«»  a  <lropping  sensation  ;  as  if  the  fluid  fell 
•">m  tiji?  prostate  gland  into  the  urethra.  A  feeling  of  weight  and 
^•g**?  in  the  region  of  the  gland,  un«':isin<'ss  in  voiding  the  urine,  a 
^|Uetit  de»in;  to  empty  the  bladiler,  and  other  anomalous  symptoms 
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often  present  themselves.  At  the  same  time,  the  patient's  mind  suffers 
to  an  astonishing  degree :  hannted  hy  dreadful  imaginations,  he  is 
incessantly  engaged  in  trying  to  obtain  relief,  running  from  one  prac- 
titioner to  another,  etc.  In  the  worst  form  of  the  affection  he 
becomes  morose  and  dy8])eptic,  and  spends  his  time  literally  in  watch- 
ing for  the  discharge  which  is  the  source  and  cause  of  his  terrible 
sufferings.  The  pathology  of  this  affection,  which  is  commonly 
confounded  with  sponnatorrhoBa,  and  to  which  most  cases  of 
diurnal  spermatic  emissions  seem  to  be  referable,  consists  in  some 
disorder  of  the  prostate  gland,  especially  of  its  follicular  apparatus — 
at  times  of  a  real  inflammatory  nature,  but  occasionally  only  height- 
ened functional  activity,  connected  with  disorders  of  the  neighboring 
parts.  The  prognosis  is  generally  favorable,  although  the  affection 
proves  often  very  obstinate  and  may  be  extremely  diffLcnlt  in  its 
management.  In  the  treatment,  the  exciting  cause  ought,  if  possible, 
to  be  removed.  A  thorough  exploration  of  the  urethra  and  the  whole 
gcni to-urinary  apparatus,  also  of  the  anus  and  rectum,  is  never  to  be 
neglected.  Having  then  ascertained,  in  addition,  the  habits,  temper- 
ament, usual  diet,  etc.,  of  the  patient,  the  surgeon  will  bo  enabled,  in 
most  cases,  to  institute  something  like  a  rational  treatment.  In  many 
cases  tonics  are  indicated,  such  as  iron  and  quinine,  a  nutritious  diet 
with  a  glass  of  generous  wine  ;  gentle  exercise  in  the  open  air,  either 
on  foot  or  in  an  easy  carriage.  Riding  on  horseback  must  be 
avoided.  A  good  formula  is  a  combination  of  tincture  of  the  chloride 
of  iron,  twenty  drops,  with  ten  drops  of  the  tincture  of  nux  vomica, 
four  times  a  day.  Plethoric  patients  may  use  with  advantage  the 
antimonial  and  saline  mixture,  care  being  taken  not  to  nauseate. 
Among  the  more  important  topical  remedies  are :  moderate  sexual 
indulgence,  cooling  and  anodyne  injections,  or  weak  solutions  of  nitrate 
of  silver  and  laudanum,  or  Goulard's  extract  with  wine  of  opium, 
one  or  two  drachms  of  each  to  ten  ounces  of  water,  thrown  up  forcibly 
with  a  large  syringe  tlnvc  times  a  day,  and  retained  thi-ce  or  four 
minutes  in  the  passage.  Very  obstinate  cases  may  require  cauterisa- 
tion of  the  prostatic  portion,  or  of  the  whole  length  of  the  ui-cthra, 
once  a  week.  The  cold  hip  bath  should  be  used  twice  a  day,  and  the 
lower  bowels  kept  cool  and  empty.  If  the  disease  does  not  gradually 
yield,  leeches  may  be  applied  to  the  perineum  and  around  the  anus. 
— Xarth  Amer,  Med.-Chir,  Rev, 
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8.  Caustic  Lint. — Dr.  Riboli  dissolves  nitrate  of  silver  in  a  small 
quantity  of  water,  soaks  pledges  of  lint  in  this  solution  and  dries 
them.  Applied  to  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  this  caustic  lint  is  said  to  be 
of  more  permanent  effect  than  the  lunar  caustic  in  a  liquid  state.  As 
the  author  proposes  different  degi-ees  of  concentration  for  the  solution, 
the  activity  of  the  treatment  may  be  varied  so  as  to  suit  the  individu- 
ality of  the  case. — The  Druggist^  I.,  5,  from  Dublin  Hasp.  Oaz. 

Another  kind  of  caustic  lint  is  used  at  the  hospital  of  St.  Jean  de 
Dieu,  by  Dr.  Pinilla,  for  the  cure  of  hospital  gangrene.     He  oovera 
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the  afiected  place  with  lint  soaked  in  concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  fill- 
ing up  any  hollows  with  pellets  prepared  in  the  same  manner.  The 
pain  is  stated  to  he  cxoesfiive  for  two  hours.  It  then  diminishes  grad- 
ually, and  a  hard  dry  surface  i-emains,  which  separates  in  eight  or  ten 
davfi,  leaving  a  healthy  looking  wound. — Ibid.^  from  Med,  Times  and 
Oaiette. 

9.  ChloToJte  of  Potassa — Fifteen  grains  in  solution,  three  times  a 
diy,  proved  to  Dr.  S.  0.  Shapard,  Flat  Creek,  Tenn,  a  sovereign  rem- 
edy against  sore  mouth  of  nursing  women. — Xashville  Jour,  of  Med, 
nd  Surg. 

The  toxical  effects  ascribed  to  this  remedy  are  represented  as  wholly 
onfonnded,  by  Dr.  E.  S.  Fountain.  He  experimented  on  himself  with 
liilf  ounce  doses,  and  gave  the  same  quantity  daily  for  the  ari-est  of 
tsbercular  diseases,  with  remarkable  success. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg, 
Jifumal. 

10.  Curious  Sheets  of  Flax-seed. — Mr.  Chabrely  has  seen  the  applica- 
tion of  a  flaxseed  poultice  on  a  blister  followed  by  ccdema  of  the 
flotlis  and  a  papular  eruption  over  the  whole  body.  When  the  poul- 
tice was  removed,  these  symptoms  soon  disappeared.  A  grocer  could 
■ot  handle  groun<l  flax-seeil  without  experiencing  something  like 
ttgint  pectoris,  accompanic<l  by  a  papular  eruption  and  itching ;  he 
•odd  touch  linseed  oil  with  impunity.  But  the  most  curious  case  was 
tktt  of  a  lady  in  whom  the  simple  smell  of  flax-seed  produced  violent 
Mthmt  and  covered  her  body  with  an  erythema.  As  soon  as  she 
toochefl  ground  ttax-soe<l,  all  the  mucous  membranes  became  irritated 
wwi  itching.  The  only  remedy  was  to  carry  her  into  the  open  air. 
lopresfietl  by  these  facts,  Chabrely  recommends  to  replace  flax-seed 
fODhicts  by  those  of  rice  flour  cooked  with  water,  but  applied  cold. 
«yof.  Chaiimer.  who  has  them  already  adopted  in  the  hospitals  of 
wleiux,  finds  them  eminently  antijihlogistic  and  useful. — Philadel- 
f4«  Mfd.  and  Surg.  Reporter,  from  Jour,  de  MSd.  de  Bordeaux. 

11.  Polggonum  Ariadare  (Knot-grass,  Cioose-grass)  is  a  valuable 
wringent,  says  Dr.  Paret,  (Gaz.  des  Nop.)  The  infusion  has  no 
^^jfpw»tble  taste.  The  plant  furnishes  26.87  per  cent,  of  a  reddish 
^f^^u  extract  with  an  astringent  taste,  apparently  containing  a  large 
F^lH^rtion  of  tannin. — Jour,  of  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy. 

y^'  Erythntxylon  Coca,  a  plant  highly  valued  as  food  and  as  medi- 
5"»f  by  tin*  inhabitants  of  Peru,  Chili  and  Bolivia,  has  been  the  ob- 
J*rt<»f  investigations  instituted  by  Dr.  Mantegazza  with  a  view  to 
^ttiin  the  therapnitical  value  of  it.  In  a  prize  essay,  published  at 
JjiUn,  1h.59,  he  arrives  at  the  following  conclusions.  The  leaves  of 
^  cut,  chcwnl  or  taken  in  a  weak  infusion,  have  a  stimulating  eflect 
BjKin  Um.  nerves  of  the  stomach,  and  thereby  facilitate  digestion.  In  a 
**'^e  <i'>?if.  they  increase  the  animal  heat  and  augment  the  frequency  of 
Pp'^  tml  reftpi ration  ;  too  large  quantities  cause  delirium,  hallucina- 
tion«taj  congestion  of  the  brain  ;  but  a  medium  dose  (three  or  four 
^luai)  excites  the  nervous  system  in  such  a  manner  that  the  move- 
■cati  of  the  mnicles  are  made  with  greater  ease ;  then  it  has  a  calm- 
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ing  effect.  The  most  prominent  peculiarity  of  coca  is  the  exalting 
effect  it  produces,  calling  out  the  power  of  the  organism  without  hav- 
ing aftenvards  any  sign  of  debility.  It  is  consequently  a  powerfnl 
nervine  and  analeptic.  The  natives  have  used  it  from  the  earliest  pe- 
riod, not  only  as  a  stimulant,  nutrient  and  restorative  almost  indis- 
pensable to  all  classes,  particularly  the  workingmen,  but  as  an  actual 
remedy  in  flatulency,  dyspepsia  and  colic.  This,  in  conjunction  with 
the  result  of  the  experiments  referred  to,  induced  the  author  and  other 
physicians  in  South  America  and  Europe,  to  employ  coca  leaves  on  a 
variety  of  diseases,  partly  as  a  masticatory,  partly  as  powder,  infusion, 
or  the  alcoholico-aqucous  extract,  in  the  dose  of  ten  or  fifteen  grains, 
and  as  injection.  The  most  excellent  results  were  obtained  in  dyspep- 
sia, gastralgia,  enteralgia  ;  in  cases  of  great  debility  following  typhus 
fever,  scurvy,  ancemic  conditions  ;  in  hysteria  and  hypochondriasis. 
The  coca  might  also  be  employed  with  groat  benefit  in  mental  diseases, 
as  a  substitute  for  opium.  It  has  a  good  sedative  effect  in  spinal  irri- 
tation, nervous  erethism  and  idiopathic  convulsions.  Mantegazza 
found  the  aphrodisiac  virtues  ascribed  to  it  confirmed  only  in  a  few 
cases,  but  he  proposes  its  use,  in  the  highest  dose,  in  hydrophobia  and 
tetanus. —  Oesterr.  Zeitschr.  f,  Prakt.  Heilk — North  Amer.  Mtd.-Chir, 
Revxcic, 

13.  Tannate  of  Bismuth  is  a  new  composition,  lately  reported  to 
the  French  Academy,  by  Dr.  Cap.  vSome  experiments  made  by  De- 
marquay  and  Trousseau  tend  to  prove  that  this  salt  possesses  anti- 
diarrhccic  properties.  Dr.  Chatin  thinks  that  perhaps  the  merit  of  the 
new  preparation  consists  in  its  being  det'oniposed  in  the  intestines, 
thus  depositing  there  separately  tannic  acid  and  bismuth.  For  the 
present,  only  a  fair  trial  is  asked. —  Oaz.  Ilebdom.;  Xorth  Ameri- 
canMed.-Chir.  Review,  March,  1860. 

14.  Secale  Cornutum  iyi  Affections  of  the  Etfe. —  Dr.  F.  V.  Wille- 
brand  (  Ora^fe's  Archiv,  Bd.  IV.,  Abth.  1,)  has  cmploviHl  the  spurred 
rye  with  great  success  in  dillerent  forms  of  opthalmio  diseases,  espe- 
cially where  a  more  active  contractility  of  the  vascular  walls  or  such 
other  parts  as  are  provided  with  smooth  muscular  fibres,  appeared  as 
the  condition  of  the  cure.  This  is  particularly  the  case  in  disturbed 
accommodation  of  the  eyes.  A  lady,  twenty-eight  years  old,  who 
found  herself  unable  to  sew  or  read  for  moi-e  than  five  minutes  at  a 
time,  without  having  any  other  symptom  (except  a  gradual  dcci-ease 
of  the  menses),  took  ten  gmins  secale  cornutum  with  carbonate  of 
magnesia  four  times  a  day,  ami  had  her  eye-sight  ivstorod  in  a  few 
days.  A  relapse  occuring  in  four  months,  yielded  speedily  tu  the  same 
remedy,  and  a  number  of  other  cases  soon  confirmed  the  utility  of  the 
same.  The  doses  ought  to  vary  according  to  age  :  five  grains  are  on 
the  average  sufficient  for  adult  persons.  Whore  chlorosis  exists,  iron 
may  be  added.  In  a  case  of  exophthalmos  with  bronchocele  and  dis- 
ease of  the  heart  in  a  woman  of  thirty-four  years,  the  use  of  the  same 
remedy  for  six  weeks  resulted  in  diminishing  considerably  the  hyj-ier- 
trophic  condition  of  the  heart  and  thyroid  gland,  as  well  as  thcpro- 
trnding  of  the  eyes.     Some  benefit  was  also  derived  from  the  secale  in 
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lereiml  cases  of  acute  and  chronic  ophthalmia,  especially  blepharitis 
and  pustulous  conjunctivitis  of  children  :  the  patient  recovered  quicker 
than  with  any  other  treatment,  as  soon  as  the  internal  use  of  the  secale 
vas  added  to  the  usual  topical  application.  Against  granular  con- 
junctivitis the  remedy  seems  to  be  unavailing. 


OBSTETRICAL. 

15.   Ovarian  Tumors  Simidating  Pregnancy, — One  case  of  this  kind 
it  describeil  by  Dr.  W.  C.  B.  Fifield,  of  Weymouth,  Mass.     The  wo- 
man, twenty-four  years  old,  mother  of  one  child,  perceived  in  April  a 
change  in  her  health  and  felt  certain  she  was   pregnant.     Vomiting 
came  on,  first  irregular,  but  soon  continual,  so  as  to  go  on  day  and 
night,    from   the  last  of    July   till   the  last  of  October.     All  food 
was  rejecteil  except  molasses  and  water.     Of  remedies,  calomel  and 
eflervescing  draughts  were  best  borne.     The  menses  remained  regular 
till  September.     Occasional  pains  in  the  back  and  abdomen  for  some 
months.     The  abdomen  increased  in  size  so  rapidly  that  by  the  sixth 
month  she  appeareil  as  if  pR*gnant  in  the  ninth.     No  motion  was  felt. 
Urine  scanty  ;  dyspn(T»a  not  marked.     In  October,  the  tumefaction  of 
the  abilomen  reached  the  ensiform  cartilage  ;  there  was  evident  fluctu- 
ation, although  the  form  of  the  belly  was  completely  that  of  pregnancy. 
Below  the  pubes  a  hard  body  could  be  felt,  but  no  trace  of  the  uterus 
was  founii  by  examination  through  the  rectum.     No  a?dema  of  the 
legs ;  no  hardness  or  irregularity  in  the  abdomen  ;  no  placental  souffle. 
"Dt.  Fifield,  however,  thought  he  could  hear  the  fn»tal  heart  at  the  right 
side.     Tlie  umbilicus  was  not  protruded,  and  the  fmgcr  thrust  suddenly 
into  it,  tame  down  upon  a  solid  tumor  like  the  fundus  of  the  uterus. 
TTie  uterine   sound   of  Simpson   could    not  be  passed   beyond  the  os 
uteri :  but  that  of  Vallox  enlere<l  the  cavitv  of  the  womb  and  showecl 
a  complete  anteversion  of  that  organ,  its  fundus  forming  the  swelling 
benoatli  the  pulx»s.     A   large  trocliar,  passed  through  the  linca  alba, 
gave  exit  to  a  gummy  fluid,  amounting  to  about  eight  quarts  ;  masses 
like  hoft   soap  also  pa-^iseil  out.     Death  occurre<l  soon  afterwards.-— 
BoMion  Meiiiral  and  Surgical  Journal. 

I>r.  Bainet  has  given,  in  the  Gazette  Hehdom.^  some  other  cases  where 
the  tnnior  was  actually  mistaken  for  pregnancy. 

A  marrieil  la<ly,  aged  thirty-nine,  found,  after  a  long  period  of  ster- 
ility, her  eutameniaarreste<l  and  her  abdomen  enlarging.  Two  physi- 
cians «»xanjined  her  and  j»ronounce<l  her  j>regnant.  In  due  time  expul- 
sive elTorts  came  on,  and  even  then  the  family  j)hysician  found  every 
thing  goinjT  on  well.  But  a  month  elapsed  witiiout  progress  of  the 
laltor.  With  the  most  careful  calculation,  the  woman  must  have 
pa^seil  th"  prop<T  term  by  at  least  that  time.  A  well-conducted  exam- 
ination now  resulted  in  the  convietion  that  there  had  been  no  preg- 
nancy at  all.  and  finally  the  pres«»ncc  of  ovarian  tumors  was  demon- 
fttrac«*ti  Kyontl  doubt,  while  the  uterus  proved  empty  and  of  normal 
dimfn^iouH,  the  i*<'rvix  more  than  four  inches  in  lenj^th  ! 

Another  woman,  eighti'en  years  old,  had  a  considerable  uterine 
hemorrhage  the  firht  night  after  her  marriage.     Under  proper  treatment 
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it  disappeared  and  did  not  return.  During  the  first  year  there  were  no 
signs  of  pregnancy  ;  but  at  the  end  of  tlint  period  she  complained  of 
nausea,  vomiting  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen.  The  menses  were 
diminished  in  quantity  and  in  six  months  entirely  disappeared.  The 
abdomen  gradually  enlarged,  the  breasts  became  more  full  and  tender, 
and  the  woman  fancied  she  felt  from  time  to  time  the  movements  of 
the  child.  A  physician,  applying  his  hand  to  the  abdomen,  noticed' 
slight  percussive  strokes  which  he  attributed  to  the  same  cause,  ex- 
plaining their  being  less  circumscribed  and  sharp  than  usual  to  thick- 
ness of  the  walls  ;  this  thickness  was  also  considered  to  cause  the  ab- 
sence of  the  pulsations  of  the  foetal  heart.  A  murmur,  thought  to  be 
the  placental  souffle,  was  distinctly  recognized.  At  the  ninth  month 
the  supposed  commencement  of  labor  was  indicated  by  pains  in  the 
loins  and  abdomen,  followed  for  two  days  by  expulsive  pains  of  con- 
siderable force.  The  cervix  was  found  soft  and  shortened  in  length, 
while  the  os  uteri  easily  admitted  the  end  of  the  finger.  •Belladonna, 
applied  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  dilatation,  produced  a  decrease 
and  finally  a  complete  disappearance  of  the  pains.  Home  days  after- 
wards the  patient  fell  down  forwards  in  the  street,  and  about  an  hoar 
afterwards  the  abdomen  was  found  less  distended.  Fluctuation  was 
now  distinctly  marked,  the  superior  portion  of  the  tumor  resonant  on 
percussion,  the  inferior  portion  dull.  Complete  absence  of  \yam  in 
the  abdomen.  Ecpeated  doses  of  cathartics  and  diuretics  produced  a 
rapid  diminution  of  the  serous  cflusion,  and  there  remained  only  a 
pain  in  the  left  ovary.  This  pain  disappeared  with  the  beginning  of 
the  first  real  pregnancy.  There  had  been  evidently  an  ovarian  cyst, 
which  ruptunxl  during  the  fall,  effusing  its  fluid  contents  within  the 
peritoneum. — New  York  Medical  Press. 

16.  Case  of  Diseased  Plarenta. —  According  to  "  Churchill's  Mid- 
wifery "  morbid  adhesion  of  the  placenta  has  been  reported  in  392 
out  of  259,250  cases,  or  about  one  in  661.  Dr.  A.  Atkinson,  of 
San  Francisco,  believes  cases  of  adhesion  combineil  with  hour-glass 
contraction  of  still  less  frequent  occurrcnce,  and  therefore  publishes  a 
case  of  this  kind,  where  also  a  rai'e  morbid  condition  appeared  in  the 
placenta  as  well  as  in  the  faUus. 

A  delicate  lady  of  nervous  temperament,  aged  thirty-four,  had  dur- 
ing the  second  stage  of  her  first  labor  rather  ineffective  pains,  occur- 
ring at  long  intervals.  Fortunately  the  fnotus  was  not  a  very  large 
one,  or  the  rigidity  and  dryness  of  the  vagina  might  have  caused  some 
difficulty  in  its  expulsion.  Considerable  flooding  followed  the  birth  of 
the  child,  and  a  large  amount  of  stimulants  was  required  to  induce, 
with  the  assistance  of  external  manipulations  and  cold  applications, 
contraction  of  the  womb.  On  examination,  the  os  uteri  was  found 
tightly  contracted,  retaining  the  placenta  completely.  The  rigidity 
yielded  to  tincture  of  opium,  and  then  an  hour-glass  contraction  was 
detected,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  placenta  above  it.  The  hand  of 
the  accoucheur  dilating  the  band  between  the  two  bands,  the  placenta 
proved  to  be  attached  to  the  right  side  of  the  fundus  uteri.  On  its 
being  carefully  peeled  off  with  the  fingers,  the  womb  contracted  power- 


1861.]    .  Editorial  AhstracU  and  Selections.  197 

• 

follv,  and  expelleil  tho  hand  with  the  entire  placenta.  Immediately 
Afterwards  a  dose  of  secale  comutum  was  administered,  which  in  twelve 
minutes  exertcil  full  contraction  and  the  expulsion  of -several  clots. 
Perfect  recovery  took  place.  Upon  the  uterine  surface  of  the  placenta 
there  was  a  white  calcareous  deposite,  as  hard  as  stone,  and  although 
the  infant  was  apparently  bom  in  perfect  health,  it  gradually  pined 
ftway,  dying  in  a  few  weeks  with  abscess  of  the  knee-joint,  wherein 
deposits  were  found  similar  in  every  i-espect  to  that  connected  with  the 
c«ciindines. — San  Francisco  Medical  Press, 

17.  I\mis  Presentation  Treated  Successfully  by  the  Posture  Method, 
— Dr.  S.  Brandies,  of  Louisville,  publishes  three  cases  of  prolapsus 
of  the  funis,  once  alone  and  twice  together  with  one  hand,  in  every 
one  of  which  he  managed  to  save  mother  and  child  by  the  method  re- 
commended some  time  ago  in  the  Lancet  and  Observer  by  Prof.  Men- 
dcnhmll,  to  wit.,  placing  the  woman  on  her  elbows  and  knees,  elevat- 
ing her  pelvis,  then  replacing  the  prolapsed  parts  and  keeping  them 
within  the  cavity  of  the  womb  until  the  head  descends  far  enough  to 
prevent  further  mischief.  From  a  table  added  to  the  description  of 
tlie>c  cases,  and  comprising  177,184  accouchements,  collected  from  the 
highest  authorities,  prolapsus  of  the  funis  is  found  to  occur  about 
once  in  264  deliveries.  The  same  authors  testify  to  a  mortality  among 
the  chiMren  so  bom  of  one  in  182,  thus  showing  clearly  enough,  that 
ftccouchenrs  have  not  been  very  successful  in  treating  this  kind  of  la- 
bor. 

The  posture  method  is  only  admissible  as  long  as  circulation  exists 
in  the  funis :  even  if  the  circulation  is  feoblo,  it  may  soon  be  restored 
afier  the  impediment  is  removed.  The  os  uteri  must  be  sufficiently 
dilateil.  *nd  the  liquor  aiiinii  partly  retained.  When  the  liquor  has 
all  eMrapetl  and  the  uterus  is  firmly  contnuted  over  the  child's  body, 
cvfTA"  effort  for  the  reduction  of  the  prolapsed  funis  will  be  in  vain. — 
Lufuisrdle  Medical  Journal, 
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is.  From  some  Aphoritic  Remarks  on  Puerperal  Fever,    by  Dr. 
Y\t\^s     {Iniell.-BL    Bayer- Aerze,  ISoO,    7  ;    Prayer    Viertt/j.-schr., 
l^oV,  4),  we  select  the  following.     Ile|)eated  attacks  of  shivering  dur- 
ing labor  oftfu  indicate  the  disease.     Subjective  symptoms  can  not  be 
Hi«?«l  on  :  the  nhvsician  has  mainlv  to  trust  to  his  own  observations. 
Tlicre  »«eenis  to  Ik?  t)nly  one  form  (not  three,  as  stated  by  Kiwisrh),  and 
thti  tNinsiMs  in  decomposition  of  the  blood.     Exudations  occur  fre- 
'lornily  autl  appear  to  be,  to  a  certain  degree,  though  not  always,  crit- 
ial ;  but  the  disease  mav  terminate  ftitallv   without   anv  exudation 
Mnp  fonno<l.     The   so-called  pytemic  form  is  rather  a  febrile    ana?- 
mic  couditi<in,  som«*times  following  the  puerperal  process.       The  exu- 
«lAtii>iifi  are  Uiosily   purulent,   but  are  iTsorbetl  without   any  pya»mic 
*yin|>tom«.     An  ana'mic  condition  alone  does  not  predispose  to  the 
popqiwal  fever,  nor  have  difficult  deliveries  any  influence.     Diarrha3a 
^monly  accompanies  the  disease  and  seems  to  have  a  curative  effect ; 
it  may  happen,  however,  that  the  danger  is  increased  by  it.     A  bad 
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symptom  is  its  sudden  disappearance  ;  if  not,  the  fi*cqaency  of  the  pulse 
decreases  at  the  same  time.  Mcteonsmus  is  also  generally  an  unhappy 
complication.  •  A  less  frequent  pulse  allows  a  better  diagnosis,  as  long 
as  the  tongue  remains  diy.  Difficult  respiration  and  vomiting, 
especily  of  lumbrici,  as  well  as  pain  in  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen, 
are  unfavorable.  All  eruptions  of  other  than  erysipelatous  appear* 
ance  must  be  considered  likewise  as  unlucky.  Any  metastasis  to  the 
surface  of  the  body  is  a  welcome  occiirrence  ;  even  parotitis  is  not 
dangerous.  Phlebitis,  lymphangitis,  exudations  into  the  joints  ap- 
pear under  the  ^ame  character ;  also,  quite  frequently,  peritonitis ; 
pleuritis  occurs  rarely  and  meningitis  still  less.  Endometritis  has  no 
direct  connection  with  puerperal  fever,  nor  have  the  so-called  *•  puer- 
peral ulcers,"  and  stinking  lactoal  discharges.  The  secretion  of  milk 
may  continue  until  death ;  usually,  however,  it  terminates  soon.  A 
singular  occurrence  is  the  pelvic  cellulitis  (oi  which  we  are  going  to 
speak  hci'cafter),  with  great  pains  and  paralysis  of  the  lower  extrem- 
ities. The  treatment  ought  to  be  stimulating,  with  due  regard  to  the 
diarrhoea.  Cathartics  and  fomentations  with  ice  may  be  indicated, 
blood-letting  is  never.  Laudanum  does  not  influence  the  diarrhoea 
connected  with  puerperal  fever,  but  proves  often  servicable  against 
the  pain,  particularly  in  combination  with  magnesia.  Warm  fomen- 
tations can  be  applied  in  the  absence  of  meteorism.  The  warm  bath 
increases  all  the  symptoms.  As  a  beverage,  water  with  phosphoric 
acid  seems  to  be  preferable. 

Prof.  Buhl,  having  made  fifty  post-mortem  examinations  of  women 
that  had  died  from  puerperal  fever,  came  [Monatsschr.f,  OehurUk.^ 
XIV,,  1 ;  Prager  Viertlj.-schr.,  18G0,  1,)  to  somewhat  different  con- 
clusions in  regard  to  that  disease.  He  found  as  a  constant  and  char- 
acteristic pathological  symptom  a  semifluid,  reddish  or  blackish  brown, 
occasionally  dark  gray  exudation  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  womb, 
and  this  he  considers  as  the   infecting   poison   causing  the   disease. 

.  Whether  it  is  produced  by  direct  transport  or  by  a  previous  miasma t- 
ical  infection  of  the  blood,  can  not  be  decided  at  present.  There  are 
two  forms  of  the  disease  :  puerperal  pentonitis  (perimetritis)  and  puer- 
peral pya?mia  (endoirietritis).  The  last-named  form  results  in  death 
between  nine  ami  twenty-one  days,  but  appears  to  be  less  frequent  than 
the  peritonitis,  with  which  death  ensues  sometimes  on  the  second  day 
and  usually  during  the  first  week.  This  form  produces  always  puru- 
lent exudation  into  the  womb  and  the  adjace  nt  organs,  an  ocdematous 
condition  of  the  intestines,  and  frequently  swelling  of  the  spleen.  It 
has  no  connection  with  aflection  of  the  veins  which  are  first  taking  up 
and  carrying  forward  the  infecting  matter  in  the  pya^mic  form  of  the 
disease. 

Dr.  Hvnc  has  (Gaz,  des  Hop:,  1850,  50  ;  X.  A.  Med.-Chir,  Rev,, 
Jan.,  1S0(),)  extolled,  before  the  Academic  de  M6decine,  of  Paris,  the 
efficacy  of  diijjitaline  in  child-betl  fever,  one  granule  of  Homolle  and 
'Quevenne's  prepjiration  being  given  every  four,  five,  or  six  hours.  In 
eight  cases  out  of  nine  thus  treated,  the  ro«nedy  acted  very  favorably, 
although  the  disease  had   made  already  considerable  progress  in  some 

.    of  them.     The  principal  effect  is  a  diminution  of  the  frequency  of  the 


/ 
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pnlfv  and  of  respiration,  with  n  sin\ultaneous  amelioration  of  all  the 
other  symptoms.  In  this  regard  the  digitalino  is  said  to  he  superior  to 
qoininc.  which  has  hcen  recently  ixx-ommended  and  produces  a  similar 
rflfipct, 

19.  From  a  case  detailed  in  tlic  Boston  Med.  and  Surg,  Journal^ 
Feb.  9,  1>^C0,  by  Dr.  A.  D.  Sin<rlair,  it  appears  that  the  disease  now 
ikame«i,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Prof.  Simpson,  pelvic  cellulitis,  was 
described,  in  1S44,  by  Marchal  de  Calvi  under  the  name  of  "  Intra- 
pelvir  phlegmonous  abscess  ;'*  about  the  same  time  by  Dr.  Dohertyas 
*' chronic  inflammation  of  the  appendages  of  the  uterus  after  parturi- 
tion/' ami  by  Dr.  Churchill  as  **  abscess  of  the  uterine  appendages." 
Intht*  ca.se  described  thcreapiwarcil,  three  days  after  a  regular  delivery, 
pain  anil  throbbing  in  the  right  iliac  region,  extending  towards  the 
back  and  increased  by  moving  in  be<l ;  considerable  dysuria ;  occa- 
Honal  slight  chills  ;  breasts  somewhat  decreased  in  bulk  ;  bowels  con-  * 
Mipated  ;  pulse  seventy-eight.     To  tlic  examining  finger  a  swelling, 
extremely  tender  to  the  touch,  presentcil  itself  on  the  right  side  of  the 
meru-i.     Vagina  not  remarkable  as  to  heat  or  moisture.     In   spite  of 
an  evacuating  ami  antiphlogistic  treatment  the  swelling,  and  with  it 
the  dy>uria  an- 1  pain,  increased  for  a  few  days,  but  then  yielded.  Leeqhes 
were  applieil  repeatedly,  a  blister  laised  over  the  iliac  region,  kept  open 
with  savine  cerate  ;  warm  vaginal  injections  made,  and  internally  ca- 
tkartics  or  calomel  with  opium  administered.     On  the  seventh  day  a 
^li^ht  sanguineo-purulent  discbarge  ai)i)eared  again  from  the  vagina, 
and  continued  by  spells.     In  five  days  more  the  swelling  had  decreas- 
M,  the  liyj^uria  and  sensitiveness  also,  but  on  pressure  pain  was  felt  a 
little  to  the  left  of  the  cervix   uteri.     Chills   and  a  hectic  appearance 
follow<»<l.     ThnH*  <lays  afterwanls  some  j)urnlent  discharge  issued  from 
tb*?rvctum.      P<irt«'r  was  allowed  and  relished  by  the  patient.     Besides 
the  mpcuted  u>e  nf  cathartic  pilN,  the  citrate  of  iron  and  quinia  were 
now  onlcrerl  in  an  inlV.sion  of  eolnnilM).     The  chills   and  hectic  went 
^\  the  \>t\m  changetl  to  the  leit  ilia«;  region,  while  the  tenderness  in- 
*<'n)ally>p read  all  aionnd  the  cervix  uteri  ;  although  no  swelling  could 
U« detected.     BliMor  with   nitrate  of  silver  aj)plied   to  the    left  side, 
^'nce  th«'n  th«T«?  was  only   oren-^ionally  a  slight   purulent   discharge 
'r^'&j  the  vo'jinii.  none  !V«nii  the  ivctrjii  :  the  pains  and  dysuria  ili.'>*xp- 
P^rM.1  >Mi\vly,  the  a]i)H>tiie  returned  and  t!ie  patient  recovered  entirely 
'ntlji-,  i.iii^t.  n\  another  ni<»nth,  taking  the  titrate  all  the  time  and  ca- 
^'lii*  whrn  rftjiiiied. 

*^y  \  i}\>^*'  o{  ji/»lff,tjf/tritfnf/osl.i  nl'tt'V  d<'li very  was  observed  by  Dr.  J. 
^*«it  do  l.i  Failh*.  jiin..  in  <iiittip'jr<..n  (Xederi.  TIjdsc/ir.,  ^^bi) ; 
^Wuh'M  Jithrh,,  ]J.*1«U3.  Is.V.I).  'ili<*  w.'Uian,  thirtv-six  years  old, 
«i.  l"-,.;j  -hdivfrrd  nf  the  ninth  chiM.  ciij(»y''d  general  good  health  and 
^■l|ii-i.rv  Mi'  milk.  Tw'ivedav^  j;:t'*i  «:«'liverv  a  swelJin;?  re&emldinK 
:^"  |'i!'^viin-i:i  all  a  ilojtii-  aj»j.e;uv«l  <•?!  li-r  left  leg.  It  was  removed 
'^•ix.luy-  ly  the  i'xti*iij:il  ii^r  nt"  .:^r.jy  niutinent  and  wrapping  in  cot- 
Y^iattiij^',  with  ni'MJcniti*  ratharties  iutirn.dly.  After  an  interval  of  • 
l^^^duv-i,  u  ouoti'iian  t*'ver  >et  in  :  it  vicldeil  ivadilv  to  IVruvian 
'^'k.  tut  the  right  luwer  extn  mity  now  commenced  swelling,  became 
••^itive  to  pressure  and  painful  in  walking.     No  febrile  symptoms 
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the  lochia  not  diminished  ;  secretion  of  milk  regular.  Same  external 
treatment  as  before  ;  internally,  gum-arabic  mixture  with  diluted  sul- 
phuric acid.  In  three  days  more  there  were  fever,  diarrhoea  and  pain 
near  the  navel,  on  account  of  which  ei^ht  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
from  the  arm,  but  without  relief.  The  affection  of  the  leg  only  dis- 
appeared. Nitrate  of  silver  with  opium  now  being  prescribed,  in  a 
decoction  of  salep,  the  diari'hoea  and  abdominal  pain  were  removed. 
The  tongue,  however,  remained  dry  and  red,  the  skin  dry  and  hot ; 
no  seci-etion  of  milk ;  continued  fever.  Soon  the  symptoms  of  a 
vena  cava  adsccndens  became  evident,  and  the  woman  died  about  six 
weeks  after  the  first  appearance  of  a  swelling  in  her  leg.  The  post- 
mortem examination  revealed  the  plexus  vcnosus  uteri,  the  plexus 
pampiniformes,  the  ven»  iliacte  communes,  hypogastricse,  crurales 
and  cava  inferior  all  filled  with  tough,  coagulated  blood,  which  ap- 
peared intermixed  with  fibrinous  masses  and  was  adherent  to  the  walls 
of  the  vessels. 


^bitual  %tttxii. 


Died,  at  his  residence,  in  Williamsburg,  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  on  the  4th 
day  of  J  \  lai  y,  18G1,  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  Dr.  Georqe  M.  Blair,  aged  45 
years.  The  Doctor  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  During  the  winter  of  1989-40  he 
was  a  member  of  the  class  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  following 
spring  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  which  he  pursued  with  diligence 
and  success,  until  the  decline  of  his  health  caused  him  to  a]t>andon  it,  some 
eiglit  months  previous  to  his  death.  Dr.  Blair  was  a  man  who  possessed  many 
sterling  merits;  not  only  enjoying  the  reputation  of  a  skillful  physician,  but 
that  of  a  high-toned  and  Christian  gentleman.  Kind  and  obliging,  he  was  ever 
ready  to  perform  the  duties  which  he  owed  to  his  constituents;  his  desire  to 
benefit  his  fellow-man  and  his  ardent  devotion  to  his  profession  inducing  him 
to  undergo  hardships  entirely  beyond  his  physical  powers  of  endurance.  He 
leaves  a  wife  and  several  children,  besides  an  extensive  circle  of  acquaintance, 
who  deeply  mourn  his  loss. 

Died,  at  Bristol,  Pa.,  January  1,  1861,  after  an  illness  of  three  weeks,  Dr. 
John  Phillips,  in  his  Tlst  year.  Dr. Phillips  graduated  at  Nassau  Hall,  Prince- 
ton, N.  J.,  in  the  autumn  of  1808,  and  soon  after  entered  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  as  a  student  of  medicine,  where  he  graduated,  with  all  the  honors 
of  the  institution,  in  March,  1812.  Shortly  after,  he  opened  an  office  at  Bris- 
tol, where  he  has  been  a  remarkably  successfiil  practitioner  for  nearly  half  a 
century.  He  wns  ardently  devoted  to  his  profession,  and  for  many  years  had 
the  largest  circuit  of  any  physician  in  Bucks  County.  Remuneration  seemed 
always  to  bo  of  minor  consideration;  the  distance  and  darkness  of  the  night 
were  of  little  consequence  to  him.  To  the  last  he  was  a  warm  friend.  For 
thirty  years  he  has  been  looked  up  to  by  physicians  in  Bucks  and  the  Iwrder 
parts  of  Philadelphia  County  as  almost  the  only  prominent  consulting  physi- 
cian in  this  section  of  country.  Of  latter  years  he  has  gone  much  into  New 
Jersey,  not  only  to  Burlington  and  Beverly,  but  into  the  interior  of  the  State. 

In  tlic  death  of  Dr.  Phillips,  the  community  has  lost  a  counsellor  and  the 
poor  a  friend.  ^  r. 

Death  of  Dr.  Fraxcts. — The  death  of  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  of  New  York 
city,  is  announced.  Dr.  Francis  had  long  stood  as  the  acknowledged  head  of 
the  profession  in  his  city.  He  was  a  man  whom  all  delighted  to  honor,  and  his 
death  becomes  a  great  professional  calamity. 
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ABTICU  X. 

Diphtheria. 

A  Vuptr  nmd  before  the  Tnlcn  M«dlcnl  SiKiuty  (Indliiiu),  Daeembpr  3, 184». 

BT  JOHir  LKWIfl,   31.  D.,  OODBSTi  IVD. 

I  tvtolirr  29th,  1860.  saw  Master  S.,  act.  7  yean,  delicate  consti- 

'.:.  »n  ami  jreiieral  delicate  health,  yet  never  has  been  Rerionsly  ill. 

1:  >  nin7h«-i-  i<^  laboring  under  runsnmption,  and  is  of  a  consumptive 

A:„>h.     Ij<*ari)('il  that  four  days  ago  the  boy  complained  of  soreness 

iii^  throat,  and  ilitliculty  of  swallowing;  that  in  the  evening  of 

'■"'■  -ame  day  he  had  high  fever  and  gimeral  aching  ;  the  fever  lasted 

"•'.itv-foor  hours.     His  mother  stated  that  at  the  onset  of  these 

•'..ptoms  she  gave  him  a  pnrgative,  bathed  his  feet  in  warm  water, 

"  i>'tfd  hii  throat  frequently  with  an  infusion  of  capsicum  and  com- 

■  mU  in  apple-vinegar,  and  applied  externally  to  his  throat  a 

-   Q-rind.     She  also  stated  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack 

'    'briiat  intciiially  presented  a  dark  cherry-retl  color,  with  a  number 

.My  ...;..r...I  {iiiii-]i(>.K  ovi^r  tho  tonsils  an<l  fan«i*s  ;  tlint  the  l»oy  has 
'■'■ :.  i  i.\.-.-  -iriii'  fh<.r  first  twonty-tnnr  liouis  <»t'  his  roinplaiiiiiig. 

!■>  ii.'iiiiii;;  I  Inuiiil  i1h»  boy  filing  about  tin'  htmse.  lit*  >ays 
"■ -■  i-  i-  i  «•:?•  r  ;  has  no  jmiii  in  tlio  art  of  swallowing  ;  looks  pale 
*'■■'•  I.  r  •.;.  :  i-ars  wliit<' :  tmiperatnn*  natural:  skin  and  Hcsh  soft 
»'-:  :.i  ■  y  ;  j.nU<.*  10«»,  and  \\^'h\v  ;  tongue  covered  with  a  thin  white 

*• .  lull.  .11^  Hirnii-rane  of  mouth  pale,  and  showing  indentations 
■•  :i.  :L..  t.'itli  ;  tonsils  somewhat  enlarged — they,  as  well  as  the  uvula 
Mil  j..,*te.ri,,r  iHUces,  are  almost  covered  with  a  gray  colored  skin-like 
IV.— 13. 
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exudation  ;  the  mucous  membrane  around  the  patches  of  exudation 
show  a  bright  red  color ;  tlie  submaxillary  glands  are  somewhat  en- 
larged, and  tender ;  bowels  rather  constipated ;  has  a  little  appetite, 
and  rests  well  during  the  night. 

TreatmerU, — Pr  pulv.  hydrastis  canadensis,  composition,  Sft.  5  ss., 
chlorate  of  potassa,  3  iv.,  boiling  water,  0  j. — mix,  ft.  gai^le.  With 
this  gargle  the  throat  frequently.  Also,  Pr  a  saturated  solution  of 
chlorate  of  potassa,  3  j.,  eveiy  hour  during  the  day.  Again,  flr  quinae 
sulph.,  grs.  ij.,  cinchonia  sulph.,  gr.  ij.,  pulv.  hydrastis  canadensis, 
grs.  iij.,  at  once,  and  repeat  every  four  hours  until  four  doses  are 
taken  ;  alternate  each  dose  with  gtts.  vj.  of  tinct.  ferri  mur.  in  water ; 
on  to-moiTOW  take  the  same  number  of  doses  at  the  same  intervals, 
and  continue  gargle  and  sol.  chlo.  potas.  in  the  same  way  also.  Keep 
the  skin  over  the  submaxillary  glands  red  with  rubefacients,  as  much  as 
the  patient  can  endure  ;  live  upon  a  generous  diet,  and  avoid  dampness. 

From  this  time  on  I  saw  nothing  more  of  patient.  Four  days  sub- 
sequent to  that  visit,  the  mother  told  me  that  the  boy  seemed  to  be  as 
well  as  ever.  There  has  been  no  return  of  the  exudation  up  to  the 
present  writing,  November  20th,  1860. 

This  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  cases  having  diphtheritic  exudation, 
and  their  treatment,  that  have  come  under  my  observation  during  the 
past  two  years.  I  have  always  looked  upon  this  diseased  state  termed 
diphtheria  as  a  result  of  debility — a  disease  essentially  of  tlie  blood- 
making  process,  and  amenable  only  to  that  treatment  which  either 
empirically  or  designedly  is  directed  to  that  reparative  action  of  the 
animal  economy.  More  recent  study  has  confirmed  that  view,  and  I 
think  that  I  now  have  a  more  distinct  and  definite  view  of  the  nature  of 
the  malady  now  under  consideration  than  I  had  one  month  ago,  at  our 
last  meeting.  1  will  now  try  to  give  you  my  views  of  the  pathology 
of  this  disease,  attended  with  uliphtheritic  exudation,  as  formed  from 
my  own  observations,  and  from  reading  the  observations  of  others. 

According  to  Liobig,  the  chief  ingredients  in  healthy  blood  are 
fibrin  and  albumen  :  the  globules  of  the  blood  contain  fibrin  and  albu- 
men, along  with  a  red  coloring  matter,  in  which  iron  is  a  constant 
element.  Both  these  bodies  are  chemically  identical,  yet  differing  in 
pro])erties  and  appearance.  Fibrin  is  vitalized — capable  of  organiza- 
tion :  albumen  is  not.  Both  react  in  the  same  manner  from  chemical 
treatment ;  both  in  the  process  of  nutrition  are  capable  of  being  con- 
verted into  muscular  fibre,  and  this  fibre  again  into  blood.  Fibiin 
constitutes  plastic  lymph,  from  which  old  textures  are  renewed  and 
new  ones  formed.     Fibrin  and  plastic  lymph  mean  the  same  thing. 
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The  dae  proportion  of  these  ingredients  in  the  blood  constitutes  a 
liealthj  circalating  medium,  that  is  capable  of  supplying  the  wants  of 
the  system ;  any  departure  from  their  normal  proportion  is  disease  of 
that  tluiil,  and,  of  course,  of  the  whole  organization  of  the  individual. 
The  two  most  prominent  of  blood  diseases  are  termed  ana*niia  and 
dilorosis.     The  older  authors  considered  the  two  diseases   identical ; 
lAter  authors  make  a  wide  difference  in  their  pathology  and  treatment, 
and  back  their  opinions  by  many  facts  obtained  from  observation 
and  experiment :  these,  rightly  observed  and  classified,  always  point 
to  truth,     lliese  late  observers  maintain  that  in  ancemia  there  is  no 
derangement   of  the   blood-making   apparatus  whatever :    they  hold 
that  all  the  constituents  of  the  blood,  especially  the  albumen,  are  only 
lowered  in  quantity  ;  they  hold  that  anaemia  can  be  produced  at  will ; 
that   it  can   be  produced  by  venesection,  by  protracteil  lactation,  by 
hemorrhage,  and  by  want  of,  or  improper,  food  ;  that  it  is  produced 
by  palu<lal  poison,  by  dampness,  and  by  diseases  of  the  kidneys  ;  and 
that  from  whatever  cause  it  is  brought  about,  if  long  enough  contin- 
ord,  dropsical  eflfusion  is  a  constant  sequence,  and  is  never  found  ex- 
isting only  when  the  blood  has  been  deprive<l  of  its  noimal   propor- 
tion of  albumen.     Tliis  lowered  quantity  of  the  blood  also  causes 
tmigo,  syncope,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  with  many  other  evidences 
of  debility  too  numerous  to  mention.     They  also  hold  that  the  abnor- 
Ail  (-ondition   of  the  bloml  is  quite  different  in  chlorosis  from  what 
it  i«  in  anaemia  ;  tliat  in   chlorosis  the  (quantity  of  the  blood  is  not 
lowcrwi.  but  that  the  fibrin  is  in  excess,  and  the  red  globules  aiv  defi- 
^•ni — the  albumen  retaining  its  normal  proportion.     Tliey  hold  that 
tl)f  di««ease  is  in   most  cases  original — congenital;  that  it  does   have 
*•  origin  in  a  lowering,  from  some  occult  cause,  of  the  functions  of 
tWorjrans  chargeil  with  sanguification  ;  that  it  is  inherent  in  the  con- 
•titntion ;    that   it  is  a  sort  of  idiosyncracy  that  keeps   the  subject 
^^'fay-i  At  a   low  ebb  of  vitality  through   the  whole'  period   of  cliild- 
^"1  and  youth ;    and  when    any  other    disease   does    supervene,  it 
•l*tTs  pre<ients  a  remarkably  adynamic  character. 

^  hl'irosiH  <*an  not  be  produced  at  will  ;  it  can  not  be  prodiKtMl  by 
■^T  'f  the  causes  that  do  bring  on  anicniia  ;  tliat  children  arc  perhaps 
^•*»^  frt»|uenily  the  subjects  of  chlorosis  than  is  generally  supposed, 
^'it  it  i..  M.idoni  notice*!,  or,  if  noticed  at  all,  is  mistaken  for  anaemia; 
or  it  may  not  l>e  manifehte<l  in  the  girl  until  the  period  of  puberty, 
viktu  the  absence  of  the  menstnia  is  supposed  to  cause  the  chlorosis, 
when  the  rtvcr^  is  the  case  :  tlie  preexisting  chlorosis  has  so  weak- 
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ened  tho  biotic  or  dynamic  force  of  the  system  that  it  is  unable  to 
supply  this  new  call  for  blood.     This  force  has  been  barely  snfficient 
to  support  the  wants  of  the  system  np  to  that  period,  but  can  not  now 
.  furnish  the  necessary  material  to  establish  the  new  function. 

I  can  not  but  look  upon  this  altered  state  of  the  blood,  with  fibrin 
in  excess  and  the  red  globules  deficient,  as  the  cause  of  those  groups 
of  symptoms  termed  chlorosis,  phthisis  pulmonalis,  tubercular  men- 
ingitis, and  diphtheria.  In  simple  inflammation  it  is  true  that  we 
find  fibrin  in  excess,  but  we  find  the  red  globules  in  excess  also.  This 
excess  of  fibrin  is  a  result  of  inflammation, — ^but  in  the  ca83  nnder 
consideration  it  must  necessarily  be  of  a  very  low  grade,  but  very 
little  beyond  simple  congestion.  In  no  other  state  of  the  blood  do 
we  find  a  deposit  of  lymph  on  tho  mucous  surface  than  in  this,  let  it 
be  altered  from  the  normal  proportion  as  much  as  may  be.  When 
this  abnormal  condition  of  the  blood  is  congenital  or  accidental  during 
childhood,  the  subject,  if  not  cut  off  by  a  deposit  of  lymph  into  the 
trachea,  brain  or  bowels  (air  cells)  before  the  period  of  puberty,  will 
eventually,  if  not  cured,  perish  by  exudation  into  the  air  cells,  consti- 
tuting tubercle,  before  the  age  of  twenty-five.  From  the  above  I 
would  conclude  that  a  healthy  child  can  not  be  the  subject  of  diph- 
theria, because  there  is  nothing  in  its  blood — no  excess  of  fibiin — 
to  produce  the  exudation.  For  the  same  reason  it  can  not  be  conta- 
gious, any  more  than  phthisis  or  neuralgia. 

Supported  by  the  above  conclusions,  I  will  make  the  assertion,  and 
appeal  to  your  own  observation  for  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  that 
none  of  you  ever  found  a  diphtheritic  exudation  on  any  mucous  mem- 
brane of  an  anaemic  subject ;  that  whenever  you  did  find  a  diphtheritic 
exudation  on  any  mucous  membrane,  you  found  a  chlorotic  patient — 
you  found  that  chlorosis  was  emphatically  and  distinctly  the  disease 
you  had  to  treat :  the  exudation  was  but  a  symptom,  chlorosis  the 
disease.  In  these  cases  you  find  a  tendency  to  the  fonnation  of  false 
membranes  on  the  mucous  surface,,  from  the  exudation  of  cacoplastic 
lymph  ;  you  find  the  mucous  surfaces  hypertrophied  from  an  efiusion 
of  lymph  from  the  congested  vessels  of  the  part ;  you  find  the  life 
force  adynamic  ;  you  find  the  countenance  pale  and  pufled  ;  want  of 
appetite ;  feeble  circulation ;  slow  getting  well  ;  an  unusual  weakness 
from  so  little  seeming  perturbation  of  system  ;  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth  pale  and  relaxed,  showing  indentation  from  the  teeth ; 
the  muscles  soft  and  flaccid ;  the  lymph  thrown  out  on  tho  mucous 
surfaces  loosely  granular ;  has  but  little  cohesion,  showing  a  degener- 
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ate  condition  of  the  plasma — a  cacoplastj  that  is  always  found  in 
those  subjects  in  whom  there  is  a  degraded  condition  of  life  force  or 
agsimilation. 

In  anaemia,  if  long  continued,  yon  have  always  found  dropsical 
effdfcion  to  exist  as  the  result  of  the  lack  of  albumen  in  the  blood ; 
jon  have  found  death  to  begin  at  the  heart,  the  heart  ceasing  to  act 
for  want  of  its  natural  stimulus.  In  chlorosis  you  may  have  found 
oedema  of  lower  extremities  ;  you  may  have  found  aplastic  lymph  in 
the  air  cells,  in  the  alimentary  canal,  into  the  brain  and  spinal  col- 
umn, or  in  the  mouth  and  fauces,  but  you  never  found  dropsy,  nor 
mny  other  other  evidence  of  lack  of  albumen  ;  but  you  did  find  many 
positive  evidences  of  want  of  nutrition,  and  have  seen  patients  perish 
from  the  results  of  having  too  much  fibrin  in  their  circulation,  the 
eacoplastic  deposit  of  which  caused  death  from  coma,  asphyxia,  ma- 
nanns,  or  inaction. 

In  antemia,  the  indications  in  treatment  are  to  increase  the  quantity 

of  the  blooil,  especially  the  albumen,  and  to  remove  any  dropsical 

cffbuion  that  may  exist.     To  fulfill   the  first  indication,  the  sulph. 

qoiaine  is  a  heroic  reme<ly  ;  the  simple  vegetable  tonics,  with   their 

adjuvants,  will  also  answer  a  good  purpose,  with  air,  exercise,  and  a 

antritious  diet.     Iron,  in  any  form,  is  a  mere  negative  agent,  because 

tbe  u»ii  globules  are  not  deficient ;  neither  is  there  any  derangement  of 

tbe  blood -producing  organs.     To  fulfill  the  second  indication,  hydro- 

gogce  cathartics  and  diuretics  will  answer  the  purpose,  or  a  cathartic 

«qiul  parts  of  bitart.  potassa  and  sulph.  magnesia  will  do  well.     As 

a  diuretic,  the  acet.  or  nit.  potassa  will   do  well;  so  also   of  the  cx- 

tncl  of  Wahoo,  infusion  juniper  berries,  spts.  nit.  dulc,  spts.  tere- 

bi&thenate.  etc. 

In  the  treatment  of  chlorosis  the  indications  are —  1st.  To  remove 
tkf  exciNs  of  tibrin  from  the  circulation  ;  2d.  To  increase  the  propor- 
tion of  the  n^d  globules  in  the  circulation  ;  3d.  To  give  tone  to  the 
Womi  j,5,«iucing  organs  as  much  as  can  be  ;  and,  4th.  To  remove  the 
*•«'*>pla^lio  dt•po^it  wherever  found,  especially  from  the  trachea  or 
*wu«>.  To  fulfill  the  first  indication,  the  carbonate  and  chlorate  of 
P^t**»a  may  Ik?  depended  upon  with  a  good  degix?e  of  confidence,  "^rhe 
••''•ip  and  i«Mliile  of  {>otahsa  may  also  Ik?  used  with  a  very  good  effect 
for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  the  hypophosphites  of  the  alkalies — lime, 
•*k  ind  potai<h.  <.'od-liver  oil  is  in  good  n'pyte  with  some  as  a 
*fil>rini/.ing  agent.  To  fulfill  the  second  indication,  iron  in  some 
"flu  or  other  ia  the  remedy,  given  in  small  doses  and  frequently  re- 
K*<^    If  a  cacoplastic  deposit  exists  either  in  the  i$nom.  trachea. 


206  Original  Cammunicaiions.  [April, 

air  cells,  or  brain,  the  tinct.  ferri  chloridi,  or  sol.  perchloride  of  iron, 
would  be  preferable  to  any  other  form,  on  account  of  the  organic  acid 
in  combination  with  the  metal.  The  hypophosphites  of  one  or  mora 
of  the  alkalies,  with  iron,  would  be  a  very  reliable  agent  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  deposit  of  lymph  about  the  fauces.  To  fulfill  the  third 
indication,  the  mild  vegetable  alteratives  may  be  used  with  advan- 
tage, together  with  the  simple  vegetable  tonics.  Quinine  here  is  but  a 
negative  agent,  unless  a  miasmatic  influence  is  conjoined  to  the  original 
difficulty.  Stimulation  of  the  cutaneous  surface,  by  bathing,  and  the 
use  of  the  flesh-brush,  is  a  valuable  means  of  cure,  as  well  as  exercise 
in  the  open  air,  as  much  as  is  consistent  with  the  strength  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  subsist  chiefly  on  saccharine,  amylaceous,  or  gelatinous  arti- 
cles of  food  (and  a  diet  rich  in  the  compounds  of  protein),  with  a 
free  use  of  the  malted  liquors.  To  fulfill  the  fourth  indication  in  re- 
moving the  exudation  from  the  fauces,  a  solution  of  caustic  potasaa, 
topically  applied,  will  answer  the  purpose,  peihaps,  better  than  any 
other  agent:  it  destroys  its  cohesion,  and  renders  it  aplastic-pus. 
Muriatic,  nitric,  and  acetic  acids  will  produce  the  same  results  ;  so  also 
will  common  salt,  nitrate  of  silver,  and  the  sulphate  of  zinc.  Any 
of  these  may  be  used  for  the  removal  of  the  deposit,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  practitioner.  In  connection  with  these,  a  stimulant  ought  to 
be  applied  topically,  to  increase  the  secretion  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, thereby  loosening  the  exudation  and  relieving  the  local  conges- 
tion. Capsicum  and  hydrastis  canadensis  seem  to  have  a  l>etter  effect 
in  that  way  than  any  other  agent.  If  the  parts  remain  relaxed  after 
the  removal  of  the  exudation,  an  astringent  wash  would  be  indicated ; 
an  infusion  of  white  oak  bark  answers  a  good  purpose.  If  the  exu- 
dation has  invaded  the  air  passages,  the  inhalation  of  strong  vapor 
of  vinegar  or  dilute  acetic  acid  can  not  but  have  a  good  effect  in*ren- 
dering  the  exudation  aplastic, — destroying  its  cohesion,  so  that  it  may 
be  expectorated  like  matter. 

— Since  writing  the  above  I  have  examined  some  six  patients,  now 
in  usual  health,  that  have  been  during  the  summer  the  subjects  of 
diphtheritic  exudation  :  I  find  them  all  to  have  a  scrofulous  diathesis. 
Two  of  these  are  adult  females :  one,  aged  23  years,  has  a  marked 
tendency  towards  consumption  ;  the  other,  ageil  17  years,  has  never 
had  her  menstrua  healthily  established.  The  children  look  fleshy  and 
red  checked — too  much  so  ;  yet  their  flesh  is  soft  and  flaccid ;  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  appears  thickened,  showing  indenta- 
tions from  the  teeth  ;  tonsils  in  all  of  them  enlarged  ;  a  slight  eongh ; 
expectoration  easy  and  mucous ;  a  free  discharge  of  mucus  from  the 
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nostrils  ;  all  have  narrow  base  of  brain  ;  they  lack  that  cerebral  de- 
velopment termed  by  phrenologists  vitativeness  ;  seem  to  lack  biotic 
force  ;  the  lymphatic  temperament  predominate  in  all. 

These  observations  made  on  these  six  patients  arc  but  one  proof  of 
many  that  can  be  adduced  that  the  subjects  of  diphtheritic  exudation 
are  cblorotic — unhealthy,  and  continue  to  be  so  even  after  the  exuda- 
tion has  ceased  to  appear  ;  the  subjects  are  always  liable  to  relapses, 
even  from  slightly  depressing  causes.  The  difficulty  under  considera- 
tion does  seem  to  me  to  be  only  another  direction  for  the  cause  that 
prodnces  scrofula,  phthisis,  marasmus,  and  tubercular  deposits  on 
the  brain  and  spinal  column. 

This  paper  is  necessarily  didactic :  to  have  given  the  proofs  as  I 
went  along,  would  have  lengthened  my  paper  beyond  the  extent  of 
your  patience.  For  confirmation  of  the  ideas  contained,  I  would 
refer  you  to  Williams,  Meigs,  Liebig,  Bedford,  Watson,  and  transla- 
tions from  Trousseau  and  Nonat,  in  the  Lancet  and  Observer, 


ARTICLK     I  r. 

Gate  of  Diphtheria,  with  Remarks. 

Bead  before  the  Union  Medical  AMSuciution  (Indiana),  Jannary  10,  1801. 


BT    X.    n.    CANADAT,    M.D.,    KNIGHTSTOWX,    IND. 


On  the  afternoon  of  December  6th,  1860,  Ella  Wood,  »t.  3  years, 
W  A  slight  fever,  complained  some  of  feeling  tired,  and  was  restless 
^oujfhont  the  night ;  in  the  morning  she  looked  pale,  and  had  no 
•ppetite ;  throat  infiame<l,  and  tonsils  appeared  to  be  enlarged.  At 
11  o*cl<xk  the  mother  noticetl  a  spot  or  patch  on  the  right  tonsil  of  a 
l**riy  white  appearance  and  about  the  size  of  a  split  pea.  I  saw  her 
»t  4  o'clcKk  ;  she  then  had  some  fever,  cheeks  red,  skin  dry  and  above 
&onn«l  temperature  ;  pulse  110,  soft  and  compressible  ;  tongue  slight- 
ly <^ted  with  a  whitish  fur,  rather  dry  ;  tonsils  enlarged,  and  toge- 
^^  with  the  fauces  of  a  dark  j)urplish  hue ;  a  pearly  white  patch  of 
"• ''ize  of  a  thumb-nail,  resembling  jiarchment,  adhered  to  the  inner 
•wftce  of  the  right  tonsil ;  no  swelling  externally  ;  bowels  moved 
•P^JitaneousIy  this  morning.  Treatment  :  touch  the  patches  with 
■•^te  of  silver  ;  give  two  grains  of  quinine  every  four  hours  in  a  tea- 
■poonfnl  of  saturated  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa,  and  six  drops  of 
*"*'i*t<d  tincture  of  iron  every  four  hours  in  teaspoonful  of  same  solu- 
^<^t  alternating  with  the  quinine  ;  apply  spirits  turpentine  to  throat 
tftenuUy. 
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Dec.  8,  2  p.  M. — Child  appeared  livelier  ;  no  fever ;  skin  moiflt ; 
pulse  100,  soft  and  compressible  ;  tongue  cleaner ;  tonsils  and  fanceii 
veiy  red  ;  patch  on  right  tonsil  about  the  size  it  was  yesteixlay  ;  smsl] 
patch  on  left  tonsil  ;  appetite  improved  ;  bowels  moved  this  morning. 
Continued  treatment,  increasing  the  tinct.  iron  to  eight  drops. 

Dec.  9,  10  A.  M. — The  patient  is  rather  worse ;  had  fever  nearly  all 
night ;  flighty  by  spells,  and  rested  very  poorly  ;  strength  failed  coa« 
siderably  ;  pulse  100,  feeble,  soft  and  compressible  ;  tongue  rathei 
dry,  but  clean  ;  face  pale,  muscles  flaccid,  and  appetite  poor  ;  appear 
ance  of  tonsils  about  the  same  as  yesterday  ;  submaxillary  glandi 
swelled  slightly.  Treatment  nearly  the  same.  Br  quinine,  two  grains, 
hydrochloric  acid,  one  drachm,  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa,  one  tea- 
spoonful, —  every  four  hours ;  Tjk  mur.  tinct.  iron,  eight  drops,  solu- 
tion of  chlorate  of  potassa,  one  tcaspoonful, — every  four  hours,  alter 
nating.  Touch  patches  as  before,  with  turpentine  to  throat  externally 
and  as  much  nutritious  diet  as  she  will  take. 

Dec.  10,  12  M. — My  little  patient  has  improved  very  much  ever] 
way ;  looks  quite  pale  yet,  but  sits  up  and  walks  about  the  house 
skin  moist ;  tongue  natural,  except  rather  red ;  tonsils  have  some  o 
the  exudation  on  their  inner  surface  ;  swelling  of  submaxillary  glandi 
subsided  ;  pulse  90,  soft  and  compressible.  Treatment  continued  th< 
same  as  at  last  visit,  with  directions  for  the  patches,  and  no  other  part 
to  be  touched  with  the  caustic  once  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  this  treat 
ment  to  be  continued  as  long  as  any  of  the  exudation  is  visible,  afte 
which  continue  the  iron  for  eight  or  ten  days. 

— I  had  adopted  this  treatment  in  two  previous  cases  in  the  sam 
family,  which  terminated  favorably.  A  neighboring  physician  attend 
ed  the  first  case  in  the  family  ;  I  know  nothing  about  the  severity  o 
the  attack,  or  the  treatment,  but  understand  that  death  was  precede* 
by  croupal  symptoms,  from  a  descent  of  the  exudation  to  the  laryni 
and  also  by  much  external  swelling. 

I  have  treated  several  cases  about  the  same  as  in  the  case  detailed 
and  w^ith  an  encouraging  degree  of  success.  In  one  case,  (a  little  gii 
two  and  a  half  years  old,)  after  the  throat  was  well,  she  was  trouble 
for  some  time  with  paralysis  of  the  soft  palate,  as  was  evidenced  o 
attempting  to  swallow  fluids  — a  pail  would  return  through  the  nose 
the  voice  also  was  very  much  altered,  and  the  power  of  articulatio 
almost  wholly  lost.  She  remained  pale,  or  rather  colorless,  wit 
irregular  paroxysms  of  neuralgic  pains  in  various  parts  of  the  systen 
as  was  shown  by  fits  of  severe  screaming  and  crying  coming  on  witl 
out  any  apparent  cause,  and  lasting  from  five  minutes  to  half  an  honi 
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ia    spite  of  all  efforts  to  pacify  her.     In  a  few  minutes  after  she  ceased 

%  she  would  be  playful  as  ever,  and  on  asking  her  what  hurt  her, 

would  point  sometimes  to  one  part  and  sometimes  to  another. 

muscles  became  soft  and  flabby  ;  the  legs  lost  their  power  ;  the 

i«  at  one  time  were  powerless.     For  the  first  two  weeks  after  her 

tkrcMtt  appeared  to  be  well  there  was  considerable  oedema  of  the  feet, 

k^s,  arms  and  face;  has  been  at  times  some  difficulty  of  voiding 

uriTie,  and  the  act  attended  with  pain, —  the  urine  on  standing  awhile 

would  deposite  a  whitish,  mucous  looking  sediment,  which  was  not 

•ffeeted  by  heat  or  nitric  acid  ;  appetite  good  most  of  the  time,  and 

part  of  the  time  voracious  ;  digestion  good  ;  bowels  inclined  to  be 

TttKer  sluggish,  though  generally  moving  without  aid  from  medicine ; 

poliM  ranged  from  90  to  100,  soft,  feeble  and  compressible  ;  skin  not 

moist,  but  she  sweat  occasionally,  and  sometimes  profusely.    She  took 

the  Tarions  preparations  of  iron,  together  with  quinine,  wine,  yellow 

TOOt,  with  exercise  in  the  open  air,  nutritious  diet,  etc.,  for  about  fvvQ 

weeks,  without  any  improvement  in  color,  strength  or  flesh,  but  rather 

t  decline  ;  and  she  had  a  troublesome  cough  added  to  the  rest  of  her 

^fficulties.     She  is  now  improving  very  perceptibly,  and  has  been  for 

ihe  last  six  or  seven  days,  upon  the  use  of  Churchiirs  preparation  of 

^  bypophosphites,  given  regularly  every  six  hours,  day  and  night, — 

Mid  Tilden's  extract  of  ignatius  amara,  two  drops  every  six  hours, 

•Itemating  with  the  hypophosphites. 

Aboat  the  12th  of  December  I  noticed  that  the  left  eye  was  affected 
^th  btrabiNmus,  it  turning  in  when  looking  at  anything  near  by  ;  and 
*•»  four  or  five  days  later  the  right  eye  also  became  affected.  She  is 
'MJW  bailly  cross-eyed.  In  all  other  respects  she  is  improving,  and 
bi<U  ftir  to  regain  her  former  health. 

IW.  26. — My  little  patient  is  still  improving.  She  can  not  yet  bear 
*r  entire  weight  on  her  fwt,  but  by  being  supported  and  partially 
**nie  up,  she  walks  the  floor  several  times  a  day.  She  is  gaining  in 
"•b  tnd  strength,  and  her  eyes  are  assuming  their  normal  position  — 
"*left  eve  onlv  turns  in.  and  that  much  less  marked  than  at  last  re- 
1*^.  She  is  still  taking  the  syrup  of  the  hypophosphites,  twelve 
^^  thiee  times  a  da  v. 

**From  the  fxperien(*e  I  have  had,  I  am  inclined  to  look  upon  the 
«**«i«e  as  l>eing  non-contagious,  it  having  attacked  children  at  a  con- 
wd<^h|e  distance  from  where  it  was  prevailing  at  the  time,  and  those, 
^.  who  hail  not  been  exposed  to  it ;  also  a  part  of  the  children  in  a 
fiuaily  have  had  it  and  the  others  have  escaped. 
I  have  not  seen  a  case  in  a  nursing  babe,  or  one  under  two  years  of 
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age,  though  I  have  attended  several  families  where  the  older  children 
have  had  it,  and  they  escaped  ;  neither  have  I  seen  a  case  reported  at 
that  tender  age.  I  do  not  pretend  to  argue  that  children  under  that 
age  are  exempt  from  it ;  yet  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  a  great  many 
cases  of  anginose  affections,  occurring  in  children  of  all  ages,  and 
heing  entirely  distinct  from  the  disease  in  question,  have  heen  called 
diphtheria. 

I  look  upon  the  disease  as  being  constitutional,  with  a  local  deter- 
mination to  the  throat,  and  requiring  for  its  cure  constitutional  treat- 
ment. I  have  some  doubts  whether  local  applications  have  any  cura- 
tive effect  at  all  or  not :  however,  they  give  temporary  relief  by  dis- 
lodging the  membrane  for  a  time  ;  but  it  is  sure  to  be  replaced  again 
and  again,  until  the  disease  is  eradicated  from  the  system. 

Under  my  observation,  poultices,  external  irritants,  and  the  like 
appliances  have  proved  rather  pernicious  than  otherwise,  from  the  fact 
that  they  seem  to  increase  the  external  swelling. 

1  view  the  external  swelling  as  being  a  pretty  true  index  to  the 
danger  of  any  given  case.  All  the  cases  that  have  come  under  my 
notice,  with  considerable  swelling  externally,  have  proved  fatal ;  and 
one  or  more  cases  that  were  apparently  almost  hopeless,  that  were  free 
from  the  swelling  extenially,  have  recovei-ed.  However,  this  is  an 
opinion  based  on  insufficient  evidence  to  amount  to  certainty. 

—  Dec.  23. — Was  called  to  see  Ella  Wood  to-day,  and  learned 
that  she  steadily  improved  until  her  throat  appeared  quite  well,  about 
four  days  after  my  last  visit ;  her  health  improved,  appetite  was  good, 
bowels  regular  ;  she  appeared  playful  and  lively,  and  all  medicines 
were  discontinued.  Yesterday  her  father  noticed  that  she  was  more 
languid  than  usual,  eyes  were  dull,  appetite  had  failed,  etc.  On  in- 
specting her  throat,  he  discovered  **  a  patch  of  the  same  old  appear- 
ance *'  on  each  tonsil,  the  size  of  a  split  pea. —  I  found  her  looking 
pale,  eyes  dull ;  skin  moist,  but  sticky  ;  pulse  120,  feeble  and  soft ; 
appetite  poor ;  wants  to  lay  in  the  cradle  all  the  time.  Treatment : 
Touched  the  patches  with  nitrate  of  silver,  and  directed  it  to  be  done 
once  a  day  until  they  were  dispersed  entirely ;  gave  her  about  one 
grain  of  quinine  every  four  hours,  in  a  teaspoonful  of  saturated  solu- 
tion of  chloiate  of  potassa, — and  ten  drops  of  muriated  tincture  of  iron 
every  four  hours,  in  a  teaspoonful  of  the  same  solution,  alternating 
with  the  quinine. 

Dec.  26. — Saw  Ella's  father.  He  says  she  is  improving  ;  is  live- 
lier, more  playful,  and  better  appetite  ;  still  some  exudation  on  each 
tonsil. 
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Jan.  3,  1861. —  Ella  is  apparently  as  well  as  ever,  except  some 
slight  debility. —  My  little  cross-eyed  girl  walked  several  steps  alone 
to-day,  and  her  eyes  are  now  straight  as  ever. 


A  RTICLX     III. 

A  Gate  of  Double  Pneumonia  treated  with  Quinine,  etc. 

BT   O.   C.   0IBB8,   M.D.,   FHKWSBUHOy   N.   T. 

In  the  Lancet' and  Observer  for  October,  1858,  we  reported  several 
cases  of  pneumonia  treated  with  quinine  and  Dover's  powders.  Wo 
vere  aware  that  quinine  had  been  administered  in  malarial  pneumo- 
nia, but  we  were  not  at  that  time  aware  that  such  medication  had 
been  practiced  in  pneumonia  unconnected  with  malarial  influences. 
We  have  since  leametl,  however,  that  other  physicians,  and  those,  too, 
occupying  the  first  rank  in  the  profession,  had  previously  adopted 
tliis  innovation  in  practice.  Within  the  last  few  months  several  dis- 
tingnisheil  physicians  have  taken  issue  upon  the  propriety  of  such 
treatment,  and  have  advised  a  reconsideration  of  the  opinions  which 
lome  a<lvocate, — that  the  type  of  disease  has  changed,  and  that  human 
iilnu>ntji$  require  a  different  treatment  *than  was  demanded  fifty  or  a 
bondnnl  years  ago.  Among  these  we  may  instance  Profs.  L.  M. 
Lawson,  S.  D.  Gross,  etc.  Dr.  Gross  recently  read  a  paper  before 
tke  Philadelphia  County  Meilical  Society,  upon  blood-letting  in  in- 
flammatiun.  In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Drs.  Condie,  Dar- 
»ch,  and  Hartshome  took  part,  and  each  thought  that  the  growing 
ttndemy  to  neglect  in  blood-letting  in  inflammation  was  doubtless  an 
•'^r  in  i>ractice,  and  the  pathological  notions  upon  which  it  was 
**w<l  wcn»  preeminently  worthy  of  reconsideration. 

Ah  conn(HttHl  with  this  subject,  we  report  a  case  that  was  recently 
'^^leronr  charge  for  treatment.  January  22d,  1861,  we  were  called 
^0  1^  a  young  lady,  age<l  20  years,  who  was  engaged  in  teaching  a 
^ttiuion  M-hool,  situated  on  the  Alleghany  hills  at  least  fifteen  hun- 
*"*»!  fwt  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  An  examination  revealed  an 
"^nmiatiou  of  the  right  lung,  involving  the  whole  of  that  organ. 
»om.ver  ^aw  a  case  in  which  the  lung  was  more  completely  inflamed 
«roujrhuut  its  whole  extent.  The  pulse  was  110;  the  cheeks  flushed 
^uh  •Imo>t  a  purple  tinge ;  the  tongue  was  coated  with  a  uniform 
^"^tiiih  coating,  and  swollen  so  that  the  teeth  could  be  counted 
"^  the  indentations  upon  the  tongue  ;  the  cough  was  dry  and  harsh, 
••*!  karraaaing  from  frequency.     We  ordered  small  dosea  of  tartar 
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emetic  in  solution,  not  exceeding  a  sixth  of  a  grain,  with  which  was 
combined  two  drops  of  Tilden's  fluid  extract  of  veratrum  viride  with 
each  dose.  This  was  to  be  repeated  every  four  hourp,  and  five  grains 
of  Dover's  powders  were  given  once  in  four  hours,  at  mid-interval 
between  the  other  doses.  On  the  following  day  the  symptoms  were 
nearly  the  same,  though  the  cough  was  less  han*assing.  ITie  expec- 
toration was  quite  free,  and  of  that  brick  color  which  is  peculiar  to 
pneumonia, — and  alaimed  the  friends  because  of  the  amount  of  sup- 
posed blood  expectorated.     The  treatment  was  continued. 

On  the  third  day  we  found  the  rhoncus  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
lung  considerably  abated,  and  the  natural  respiratory  murmur  gradu- 
ally returning ;  but  the  left  lung  was  now  as  completely  inflamed  as 
was  the  right  two  days  before.  The  pulse  was  now  130,  the  tongue 
more  heavily  coated,  and  the  respiration,  even  when  the  patient  was 
asleep,  was  36  per  minute.  The  case  was  now  assuming  a  very 
alarming  character,  and  we  entirely  changed  our  treatment.  We  dis- 
continued the  former  treatment,  and  ordered  three  grains  of  quinine 
and  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of  morphine,  to  bo  repeated  every  three 
hours.  Veratrum  viride  was  ordered,  two  drops  every  hour,  to  be  in- 
creased one  drop  at  every  successive  dose,  until  the  pulse  was  reduced 
to  80, — the  pulse  to  be  there  held  by  such  doses  as  would  prevent  its 
rising,  and  also  further  depression.  By  this  caution  in  its  use,  we 
have  always  avoided  the  nausea  and  depression  which  sometimes 
results  from  the  use  of  the  veratrum.  We  also  ordered  a  large  blister 
to  the  side  first  affected. 

On  the  following  day,  the  fourth,  we  found  the  cough  much  les- 
sened, the  pulse  was  reduced  to  about  80,  and  the  frequency  of  the 
respiration  was  reduced  to  about  25  per  minute.  We  oixiered  the 
treatment  continued  ;  and  under  the  veratrum  viride  we  directed  that 
the  pulse  be  brought  down  to  70  per  minute.  On  the  fifth  day  we 
found  the  respiration  much  less  difficult,  and  reduced  to  20  per  min- 
ute ;  the  cough  was  far  less  troublesome,  and  pain  and  restlessness 
were  greatly  diminished.  Under  this  treatment  continued,  with  the 
addition  of  a  little  iodide  of  potassium  and  synip  of  senega,  the  pa- 
tient progressed  rapidly,  and  would  have  been  in  a  condition  to  dis- 
charge by  the  twelfth  day  from  the  first  attack,  or  the  ninth  from  the 
second,  had  it  not  been  for  suppressed  menstruation,  which  had  sud- 
denly occurred  from  exposure  to  cold,  a  little  time  before  the  attack  of 
pneumonia.  Hepatization  took  place  only  in  a  limited  portion  of 
the  lung  first  attacked.  The  limits  of  the  hepatization  were  quite 
peculiar :  the  solidification  w^as  confined  to  the  posterior  portion,  and 
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quite  as  great  at  the  summit  as  at  the  base  of  the  lung.     This 
doubtless  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  patient  maintained  the  re- 
cumbent position,  and  the  decubitus  was  that  of  the  back.     At  the 
CBed  of  three  weeks. the  hepatization  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  the 
patient  was  in  good  condition.     We  have  omitted  details  of  treat- 
ment, *n  our  desire  for  brevity.     The  left  side  was  blistered  three  days 
liter  the  application  of  a  blister  to  the  right  side  ;  a  few  days  later  an- 
odier  was  applied  to  the  back  of  the  right  chest.     When  an  evacua- 
tion of  the  bowels  was  demanded,  we  gave  a  small  powder  of  hydrar- 
gjnim  cum  creta  and  fluid  extract  of  rhubarb. 

Had  this  case  been  treated  with  free  bleedings,  large  and  frequently 
repeited  tioses  of  antimony,  and  perhaps  mercurials  to  salivation,  as 
wu«  llie  custom  fifty  years  ago,  and  is,  perhaps,  with  a  great  majority 
of  physicians  even  now,  we  are  confident  that  our  patient  would  have 
dqwirted  this  life  before  the  end  of  the  second  week  !  In  the  first 
•wen  years  of  practice,  we  frequently  had  occasion  to  use  the  routine 
tiettment  by  antiphlogistics  just  indicated,  and  we  found  that  persons, 
Wen  in  the  prime  of  life,  were  not  exempt  from  death,  as  a  consequence 
of  pneumonia.  In  the  last  five  years  we  have  pursued  a  plan  of  treat- 
ment not  unlike  that  pursued  in  the  case  given  above,  and  we  have 
•otlost  a  patient  over  1  or  under  75  years  of  age.  The  reader  may 
wppose  that  in  these  five  years  we  have  been  dealing  with  malarial 
pftfumonia  :  but  this  is  not  the  fact  :  in  the  present  range  of  our  prac- 
tice i  malarial  fever  ircw  never  known  to  originate. 

We  believe  that  every  case  of  disease  should  be  considered  by 
^If,  ind  treated  as  an  individual  affection.  We  are  no  advocate  of 
*  routine  treatment,  and  doubt  not  that  many  cases  of  pneumonia 
■**yrwiuire  blood-letting  and  antimony;  but  we  are  honest  in  the 
wnvic-tion  that  a  large  majority  of  such  cases  would  be  best  treated 
»7th«?  administration  of  <iuinine  and  opium,  as  soon,  at  least,  as  the 
•<^nd  or  third  day.  We  know  that  many  high  authorities  tell  us 
^  opium  is  not  well  borne  in  pneumonia  :  it  is  supposed  to  lessen 
••^J^iou,  expectoration,  etc.  To  such  authority  we  can  only  oppose 
^  own  experience :  we  know  it  to  be  beneficial,  and  we  also  know 
**t  patients  with  pneumonia  do  not  do  well  in  proportion  always  to 
™f  amount  expectorated.  Many  persons  have  regarded  quinine  a 
*^ide*i  stimulant  and  tonic,  and,  according  to  all  authority,  necessa- 
'"y  injurious  in  all  cases  of  inflammation.  In  our  hands  it  has  acted 
•lont  a«  a  sedative — certainly  diminishing  the  frequency  of  the  pulse. 
**  Wned  Dr.  Drake  was  of  similar  opinion.  Dr.  G.  A.  Wilson, 
^  Sorth  Carolina,  says  :  *'  As  early  a«  the  year  1838,  I  had  to  un- 
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learn  all  that  had  heen  taught  me  of  this  agent  as  a  .stimnlant  and 
tonic,  and  of  the  dangers  attending  its  administration  in  inflammatOTy 
states  of  the  system.  I  have  often  noticed  its  effects  in  that  class  of 
cases  complicated  by  cerebral  determinations,  and  can  safely  say  I 
have  never  known  injurious  consequences  to  follow.  If  stimulant  at 
all,  it  has  not  acted  in  my  hands  as  stimulants  are  wont  to  do.  In 
many  cases  of  high  nervous*  excitability,  it  has  had  soothing  and  seda- 
tive effects."  Dr.  8.  A.  Cartwright,  of  New  Orleans,  claims  to 
have  first  used  quinine,  in  full  doses,  in  the  early  stages  of  pneumo- 
nia, as  early  a^  the  year  1826.  Prof.  W.  T.  Howard  claims  that 
largo  doses  of  quinine  had  been  administered  in  this  disease  anterior 
to  this  date,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  In  the  Chicago  MedicalJowT' 
nal  for  December,  1859,  Dr.  A.  Heavenridge,  of  Indiana,  says :  "  In 
uncomplicated  cases  of  pneumonia,  little  else  will  be  found  necessary 
than  to  premise  a  full  bleeding.  Should  the  patient  be  plethoric, 
clear  the  bowels  with  an  active  cathartic,  and  then  administer  quinine 
and  opium  in  such  quantities  as  to  insure  their  quieting  and  sudorific 
effects  ;  controlling,  at  the  same  time,  the  arterial  circulation  by  means 
of  veratrum  viride  or  digitalis.  Should  the  inflammation  be  found  ob- 
stinate in  yielding,  a  blister  will  be  useful  in  the  latter  part  of  the  treat- 
ment." Our  readers  will  see  this  is  exactly  the  treatment  we  found 
most  useful,  at  least  two  years  before,  except  the  bleeding,  which,  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases,  we  believe  entirely  unnecessary.  We 
have  not  bled  a  case  of  pneumonia  in  five  years,  nor  seen  occasion  to 
regret  the  omission.  We  are  confident  that  Dr.  Heavenridge's  case- 
book will  give  a  very  small  death-rate.  Dr.  T.  J.  Cogley,  of  Indi- 
ana, remarking  upon  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  says  :  '*  I  would, 
if  I  saw  my  patient  early,  provided  the  indications  were  decided, 
bleed ;  and  I  might,  if  there  were  much  pain  and  tenderness  in  the 
side,  cup  or  leech  ;  and  it  would  doubtless  be  proper  to  evacuate,  by 
mild  means,  the  bowels ;  but  I  would  always,  either  with  or  without 
prescribing  these  means,  according  to  circumstances,  give  quinine  and 
capsicum,  from  three  to  five  grains  of  each,  every  three  hours,  at 
whatever  period  of  the  disease."  Prof.  Juriah  Harris  says  :  '*  Qui- 
nine, in  large  doses,  is  a  diaphoretic  as  well  as  an  a uti -periodic ;  a 
nervous  sedative  as  well  as  arterial ;  producing  a  gentle  perspiration 
and  moisture  of  the  skin.  In  the  first  stage  of  pneumonia  it  relieves 
the  congestion  of  the  lungs,  as  it  does  general  visceral  congestion  in 
congestive  fevers.  It  equalizes  the  circulation  by  its  sedative  effect 
upon  the  nervous  system."  See  Savannah  Journal  of  Medicine,  No- 
vember, 1859. 
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These  opinions,  rare,  we  believe,  five  years  ago,  are  now  becoming 
quite  common ;  and  we  might  quote  still  many  others,  but  limited 
fpice  forbids.  Notwithstanding  these  opinions,  we  believe  nine  out 
of  every  ten  ph)  sicians  still  treat  pneumonia  with  blood-letting, 
antimony,  mercury,  etc.  The  object  of  this  article,  as  in  several  pre- 
vious ones  upon  this  subject,  is  to  induce  a  few  of  this  large  majority 
to  try  what  we  regard  a  better  way.  We  believe  the  plan  of  treat- 
ment indicated  above  will,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  materially 
leuen  the  duration  of  the  disease  and  the  suffcnngs  of  the  patient ; 
tnd,  what  is  better  still,  greatly  diminish  the  percentage  of  mortality. 

For  further  experiences  of  ours,  we  will  gladly  refer  our  readers  to 
the  Lancet  and  Observer,  October,  1858,  and  to  our  Summary  in  the 
A.  M.  Monthly  for  the  last  year  and  a  half.  May  we  ask  our  readers 
to  report  past,  or  any  future,  experiences  with  quinine  in  pneumonia  ? 


ARTICLE  IV. 

Gate  of  Mollitiet  Osaium. 

B03IK8  or   TBE   LOWKR    EXTREMITIES   ENTIRELY   DB8TR0TED. 
BT   W.    H.    LAMMK,  CEXTRKVILLI,   O. 

Mrs.  T.,  a;t.  about  63  years,  died  in  November,  1860,  after  an  ill- 
^^^  of  .nearly  ten  years,  five  of  which  8hc  was  unable  to  walk  ;  and 
*yetr  prior  to  death  she  was  completely  bed-ridden.  She  was  the 
mother  of  several  children, — an<l  with  the  exception  of  occasional  ner- 
Tooii  attacks,  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  health  up  to  the  year  1850, 
*ben  hbe  began  to  hutl'or  with  pains  in  the  bones  of  the  lower  extrem- 
"*•,  with  loss  of  active  motion.  She  also  exiHnienced  occasionally 
'Wp  J  ains  in  the  back  and  anns,  without,  however,  any  apparent  tume- 
^ou  of  the  parts.  At  times  there  was  some  mitigation,  yet  the  dis- 
**»c  g^radually  advanced,  the  pains  in  the  limbs  becoming  more  intense, 
^ull^oule  swelling  of  the  joints,  especially  the  wrists  and  joints  of  the 
"Ogvrs.  During  the  progress  of  the  diseast'  in  these  parts,  the  lower  ex- 
^oiities  were  comparatively  free  from  pain,  though  she  could  not  walk, 
^•th  wrists  iH'came  distorted  finally,  ami  subse([iicntly  complete  an- 
"»ylo8i!»  of  both  articulations.  The  fingers  were  so  much  ilistorted 
*^'l  cuutracted  as  to  present  a  clutched  appearance  at  their  extremities. 
*ne  fpiiic  l>ecame  curved  laterally  to  such  a  degree  that  the  ribs  ovcr- 
**I'^  the  crest  of  the  ilium  of  that  side. 

^lie  continueil  in  this  condition,  without  any  important  changes, 
ttaiil  nearly  a  year  preceding  her  death,  when  she  was  seized  with  ex- 


216  Original  CammunicaHons.  [April, 

cmciatmg  pains  in  the  left  knee-joint,  accompanied  with  g^reat  tmne- 
faction  and  redness.  After  a  few  weeks'  duration,  this  terminated  in 
what  appeared  to  bo  a  spontaneous  luxation,  the  head  of  the  tibia 
gliding  up  the  inner  aspect  of  the  thigh  to  about  i's  middle.  The 
pain  and  swelling  now  subsided,  yet  the  least  pressui'e  would  cause 
the  most  intense  pain.  The  spine  and  chest  had  now  become  enor- 
mously distorted,  interfering  very  much  with  the  functions  of  deglu- 
tition and  respiration,  and  prevented  her  from  assuming  the  i^ecumbent 
postui-e.  There  was  also  such  an  augmentation  of  sensibility  in 
every  part  of  the  body,  that  it  was  impossible  to  move  her  in  the 
least  degree  without  causing  the  most  intense  suffering. 

A  few  months  before  her  death  the  right  knee-joint  became  swollen 
and  painful,  and  finally  underwent  the  same  changes  that  occurred  in 
the  left.  The  head  of  the  tibia  was  drawn  up  to  within  a  few  inches 
of  the  body,  the  whole  extremity  being  greatly  swollen.  Large,  slough- 
ing bed-sores  formed  on  her  back,  with  extensive  excoriations  of  the 
hips,  which  contributed  to  render  her  sufferings  more  intense.  The 
head  was  drawn  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  bed, — ^the  whole  super- 
structure seeming  to  fall  together  in  a  confused  heap. 

Notwithstanding  this  general  wreck,  the  mind  remained  clear  to  the 
last :  and  she  manifested  throughout  a  degree  of  fortitude  and  resig- 
nation seldom  witnessed, — religion  being  her  chief  solace  during  all 
her  sufferings.  Her  appetite  did  not  fail  entirely  until  the  last.  She 
was  four  months  in  a  sitting  posture,  from  which  she  could  not  be 
changed  in  the  slightest  degree ;  and  probably  never  slept  over  two 
hours  in  the  twenty-four  during  that  time. 

Another  feature  in  this  case  was  an  idiosyncracy,  prohibiting  the 
use  of  anodyne  medicines  in  any  fonn — the  least  dose  of  which  would 
cause  dangerous  syncope.  The  external  application  of  opiates  and 
chloroform  had  the  same  effect. 

A  post-mortem  of  the  body  was  not  permitted  ;  but  sufficient  ex- 
amination was  made  by  Drs.  Strong,  Elgin,  and  myself,  to  satisfy  us 
that  the  bones  of  both  lower  extremities  were  destroyed.  The  right 
leg  was  considerably  swollen,  and  felt  precisely  like  a  bag  stuffed 
with  hair,  and  could  be  bent  and  twisted  in  every  way  without  the 
least  resistance,  no  evidence  of  bone  being  discovered,  except  a  small 
fragment  of  the  superior  end  of  the  tibia.  The  left  was  in  a  similar 
state,  with  the  exception  of  a  thin  shell  that  could  be  felt  in  several 
places,  which  would  break  down  under  slight  pressure  like  an  egg- 
shell. As  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  disease  had  not  advanced 
to  the  same  extent  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 
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ABTICLB    y. 

Rare  Cases  in  Ophthalmic  Practice. 

BT  B.  WILLIAMS,  M.D.,  CINCIBNATI,  0. 

Fluid  Cataract. 

Case  1.— On  the  23d  November,  1860,  I  was  called  by  Dr.  B.  F. 
Elder,  of  Knightstown,  Ind.,  to  see  the  following  case  in  consulta- 
don :  A  boy  about  7  years  of  age,  of  a  strongly  marked  lymphatic 
temperament,  very  imperfectly  developed  physically,  and  still  worse 
mentally,  had  been  blind  in  both  eyes  from  birth.  He  had  never 
kamed  to  walk  alone,  but  could  do  so  when  held  by  the  hand.  I 
foond  a  cataract  in  each  eye,  of  a  milky-white  color  throughout; 
pupils  of  medium  size,  and  very  active  under  varying  degrees  of 
light, — and  marked  nystagmus,  or  twitching  and  rolling  movements 
of  the  eyes,  with  slight  trembling  of  the  iris. 

The  pupils  being  previously  dilated,  and  the  boy  narcotized  by 
diloroform,  I  made  a  free  crucial  incision  in  each  capsule,  by  a  fine 
solution  needle  passed  through  the  cornea.     In  both  eyes,  the  moment 
the  needle  entered  the  capsule,  the  perfectly  liquid  substance  of  the 
lens,  apparently  of  about  the  consistence  of  oil,  escaped  into  the  aque- 
ous humor,  leaving  the  pupils  nearly  clear.     I  have  not  seen   the 
patient  since  the  operation,  but  I  learned  from  Dr.  Elder  that  no  reac- 
tion followed, — and  in  a  few  days  the  aqueous  humor  and  pupils  were 
quite  clear  and  natural.     The  patient  has  since  learned  to  walk,  and 
evidently  sees  some ;  but  the  exercise  of  this  function  is  so  entirely 
new  to  him,  and  he  is  so  nearly  idiotic,  that  it  is  impossible  to  deter- 
mine how  perfect  his  sight  is.     From  the  previous  activity  of  the  pu- 
pils, and  good  sensation  of  light  which  he  enjoyed,  as  evinced  by  his 
■taring  at  a  light,  one  would  infer  that  the  retina  must  be  nearly  or 
quite  normal,  and  his  sight  good. 

Fluidity  of  the  entire  lens  is  not  so  very  uncommon  ;  but  liquefac- 
tion of  a  portion  of  it,  with  a  firm  mass,  always  I  believe  the  nu- 
deut,  Hoating  in  it,  and  freely  obeying  the  laws  of  gravitation,  is  very 
iufrvqoent.     Graefe,  in  the  Archiv  fur    Ophlhalmologie,  1858,  gives 
Ml  iccount  of  one  instance  of  this  kind,  and  the  only  one  he  had  ever 
'*<ii.    It  ocourred  in  a  woman  62  years  of  age.     He  remarks  that 
*Wre  there  is  a  very  decided  difference  in  the  consistence  of  the  corti- 
^  substance  and  nucleus,  the  former  being  soft  and  the  latter  hard 
^  l^eavy,  the  nucleus  not  unfrcquently  subsides  a  little  in  the  soft 
IV.— 14, 


218  Original  Communieaiiana.  [April, 

substance,  assuming  a  position  a  little  below  the  centre  of  tbe  pupil, 
but  docs  not  move  about  with  the  varying  positions  of  the  head. 

Case  2. — The  following  case  of  half  fluid,  half  solid  cataract,  came 
under  my  observation  for  the  first  time  in  October,  1859  :  G.  8.,  ttt. 
58,  says  that  about  five  years  ago  he  went  to  bed  at  night  unconBcious 
of  anything  wrong  about  his  eyes,  and  rose  in  the  morning  quite 
blind  in  the  right  one.  The  truth,  no  doubt,  is  that  the  cataract  ex- 
isted before  this  accidental  discovery,  from  which  he  dates  its  com- 
mencement. Actual  condition  at  that  time :  Left  eye  natural,  and 
sight  perfect.  In  the  right,  the  lens  is  of  a  milky-white  color,  and 
uniform  throughout  the  range  of  the  pupil,  which  is  of  medium 
size,  and  quite  active.  I  was  struck  immediately  with  the  decided 
trembling  or  undulations  of  the  ins  at  every  movement  of  the  eye. 
Upon  dilating  the  pupil  by  atropine,  an  amher-cclored  nucleus  was 
seen  in  the  most  dependent  part  of  the  capsule,  its  convex  edge  pro- 
jecting up  into  the  area  of  the  pupil.  When  the  pupil  was  small,  it 
was  entirely  hid  behind  the  lower  part  of  the  iris.  It  appears  to  be 
about  two  lines  in  diameter,  of  a  perfectly  circular  form,  and  quite 
movable  in  the  white  liquid  that  surrounds  it,  and  with  which  it  con- 
trasts very  strongly  in  color.  On  inclining  the  head  forwards  it 
comes  against  the  anterior  capsule,  and  is  plainer  to  be  seen  than  when 
the  head  is  erect.  In  whatever  position  the  head  is  placed,  the  nucleus 
immediately  assumes  a  position  in  the  lowest  part  of  the  capsular  bag. 
When  the  patient  is  placed  in  a  horizontal  position,  the  face  down- 
wards, it  falls  against  the  centre  of  the  anterior  capsule,  and  is  seen 
in  the  entire  diameter.  If  the  patient  lies  upon  his  back,  it  sinks  to 
the  posterior  capsule,  and  completely  disappears  in  the  opaque  liquid. 

As  the  patient  sees  well  with  the  other  eye,  an  operation  is  not 
necessary ;  and  I  have  advised  him  to  defer  it,  in  order  to  determine 
whether  the  nucleus  will  finally  melt  away  in  the  liquid. 

I  saw  him  again  yesterday,  March  7,  about  seventeen  months  sinqe 
the  first  examination.  Tlie  nucleus  is  still  there  as  before,  but  a  little 
reduced  in  size.  At  the  inner  side  I  can  now  see  between  the  edge 
of  the  lens  and  the  ciliary  processes,  indicating  that  the  dimensions 
of  the  entire  cataract  have  somewhat  diminished.  On  the  outer  side 
the  capsule  rests  against  the  iris,  and  bulges  it  a  little  forwards;  as 
though  there  was  partial  separation  between  the  capsule  and  suspensory 
ligament.  Several  small  particles  of  calcareous-looking  substance 
are  now  seen  on  the  anterior  capsule,  which  have  no  doubt  j)recipitated 
there  from  the  fluid  contents  of  the  capsule.  The  trembling  of  the 
iris  is  still  more  remarkable  than  at  the  first  examination. 
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Diaekarge  qf  Vkreous  Bumor  in  Flap  ExtmcUons. 
Ont  of  a  number  of  operations  for  cataract  by  extraction,  I  will 
give  a  brief  account  of  five  cases  in  which  there  occurred  discharge  of 
Titreous  humor — one  of  the  most  serious  accidents  that  is  liable  to 
happen  in  this  operation.  Sometimes  it  is  the  fault  of  the  operator, 
sometimes  of  the  assistant  or  the  patient,  and  sometimes  the  fault  of 
lone  of  them,  but  of  the  eye  itself. 

Case  3. — H.  J.,  a  colossal  colored  man,  about  50  years  of  age, 
from  Lexington,  Ky.,  sought  my  advice  in  the  month  of  April,  1860. 
He  had  cataract  of  ten  years'  standing  in  both  eyes.  He  stated  that 
he  lost  his  eye- sight  suddenly  after  a  very  hard  day's  work  and  a 
night  of  intense  mental  excitement.  In  the  morning  he>iiscovered  a 
thick  red  veil  before  his  eyes,  which  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  so  be- 
came so  dense  that  he  could  discern  no  object ;  and  he  had  been 
totally  blind  ever  since.  It  may  be  that  haemorrhage  into  the  vitreous 
kmnor  took  place  at  that  time,  and  the  cataracts  developed  afterwards ; 
but  this,  of  course,  is  only  conjectural.  When  I  saw  him  there  was 
a  bard,  amber-colored  cataract  in  each  eye,  with  a  few  narrow,  whitish 
itieaks  radiating  from  the  centre.  The  iris  stood  pretty  far  back  from 
tlie  cornea,  and  trembled  slightly  on  sudden  movements  of  the  ball. 
Pupils  of  moderate  size,  but  not  very  active ;  irides  normal, — and 
tlie  patient  could  readily  distinguish  the  place  of  a  light  in  the  room. 
The  sclerotic  was  of  a  light  leaden  color  around  the  cornea,  and  per- 
neated  by  a  few  varicose  vessels.  The  lenses  were  considerably  re- 
duced in  thickness,  and  slightly  in  diameter,  by  spontaneous  absorp- 
tion of  the  cortical  portion.  Dilatation  of  the  pupils  increased  his 
Kntation  of  light,  but  did  not  enable  him  to  see  any  object. 

On  the  13th  of  April  I  operated  on  the  left  eye  by  a  superior  flap. 

The  lens  was  so  hard  and  glutinous,  and  its  adhesion  with  the  cap- 

mk  so  intimate,  that  the  cystotomc  hung  in  it,  in  the  manoeuvre  of 

dividing  the  capsule,  and  slightly  dislocated  it  to  one  side.     Fearing 

thsl  the  vitreous  humor  might  burst  through  by  the  side  of  the  cata- 

nct,  and  push  it  still  further  behind  the  iris,  I  did  not  resort  to  the 

QCQtl  pressure,  but  went  in  with  a  small  scoop,  passed  it  behind  and 

^rond  the  lens,  and  scooped  it  out  without  any  difficulty.     At  the 

moment  of  its  exit,  however,  a  considerable  quantity  of  vitreous  hu- 

nior es(a|MNi — perhaps  half  a  drachm,  or  even  more.     On  inspection, 

1  found  tliat  a  large  portion  of  the  capsule  had  come  out  with  the 

*»».  rtill  closely  adhering  to  it.     The  eye  was  carefully  closed  with 

"^pt  of  isinglass  plaster,  and  gentle  compression  used  by  means  of 

*  ciaall  piece  of  cotton  confined  by  a  narrow  bandage.    The  nxtai  vitk 
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kept  in  bed  five  days, — for  the  first  three  on  his  back,  as  still  as  pos- 
sible. The  thini  day  after  the  operation  he  felt  some  pain  in  the  eye, 
which  was  relieved  by  the  application  of  cold  water,  and  several  in- 
stillations, in  close  succession,  of  a  solution  of  atropine,  four  grains 
to  the  ounce.  The  eye  was  opened  on  the  fifth  day  very  carefully, 
when  he  could  sec  large  objects  across  the  room.  The  pupil  was 
drawn  a  little  upwards  by  a  hVight  prolapsus  iridis,  but  was  quite  clear 
from  any  opacity.  The  solution  of  atropine  was  used  in  the  eye  sev- 
eral times  a  day  for  the  first  four  weeks.  On  the  26th  of  May,  six 
weeks  after  the  operation,  I  had  him  supplied  with  a*^air  of  cataract 
glasses,  two  and  a  quarter  inches  focus,  with  which  he  could  see  per- 
sons distinctly  two  squares  off,  and  find  his  way  wherever  he  chose  to 
go.  He  returned  home  at  that  time,  and  wrote  me  some  few  months 
ago  that  his  sight  was  good,  and  he  had  been  at  work  nearly  ever 
since  he  left,  and  was  coming  over  before  long  to  have  the  other  eye 
operated.  Liquefaction  of  the  vitreous  humor,  and  unnatural  adhe- 
sion between  the  capsule  of  the  lens,  were  the  caufees  that  led  to  tlie 
accident  of  dislocation  of  the  lens  and  loss  of  vitreous  fluid. 

Case  4. — M.  S.,  a  German,  45  years  of  age,  came  to  see  me  from 
Indiana  on  the  30th  of  last  July.  He  had  hard  cataract  of  a  deep 
reddish-amber  color,  of  several  years*  standing,  in  both  eyes.  In  the 
centre  of  each  lens  was  a  notable  prominence,  with  a  sudden  flatten- 
ing towards  the  margin.  By  absorption  of  the  cortical  portion  the 
lens  had  been  thinned,  but  much  more  towards  the  periphery  than  in 
the  line  of  the  axis  ;  hence  the  peculiar  shape,  which  might  be  com- 
pared to  that  of  a  carriage-wheel.  His  pupils  were  active,  and  he 
had  a  very  good  sensation  of  light. 

On  the  30th  of  July  I  extracted  the  cataract  from  the  right  eye,  by 
a  superior  flap,  without  any  difficulty.  Two  weeks  afterwards  I  op- 
erated on  the  left  in  the  same  way.  The  patient  this  time  was  very 
much  agitated,  and  more  unruly  than  at  the  first  operation.  When 
the  flap  was  completed,  the  pupil,  although  previously  well  dilated, 
contracted  suddenly  to  a  very  small  diameter.  As  it  did  not  dilate 
again  after  a  few  minutes*  delay,  I  went  on  with  the  opei-ation.  I 
could  only  divide  the  capsule  to  a  very  limited  extent  without  injuring 
the  iris,  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  small ness  of  the  pupil.  The 
lens  not  coming  for>vard  on  moderate  pressure,  I  repeated  the  manoeu- 
vre of  lacerating  the  capsule,  but  only  to  the  limited  extent  of  the 
pupil,  which  was  still  very  small.  I  again  made  pressure  with  the 
scoop  on  the  inferior  part  of  the  globe,  just  behind  the  junction  of  the 
comea  and  sclerotic.     The  pupil  now  opened,  but  a  portion  of  the 
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Titreons  fluid  issned  from  the  eye,  pushing  the  cataract  to  one  side, 
p«rtia]Ij  behind  the  iris.  I  immediately  introduced  the  small  straight 
forceps,  and  succeeded,  after  several  ineffectual  attempts,  in  seizing 
and  extracting  it,  with  a  second  gush  of  vitreous  humor.  How  much 
WM  lost  altogether  I  can  not  say,  but  certainly  not  less  than  half  a 
dnchm.  In  all  this  manipulating,  however,  the  iris  was  but  little 
touched,  and  not  at  all  torn  or  cut.  The  eye  was  closed  as  in  the  pre- 
Tioos  case,  atropine  being  used  several  times  a  day.  For  the  first  four 
daj8  he  had  no  pain  ;  then  he  began  to  feel  a  hurting  in  his  eye  and 
tarrounding  orbit.  I  purged  him,  used  ice  compresses  day  find  night, 
aad  applied  the  atropia  still  more  energetically.  When  I  opened  the 
ejTC  on  the  fifth  day,  there  was  considerable  chemosis  and  injection  of 
the  fje ;  but  the  pain  had  abated.  He  could  see  my  hand  and  fingers 
at  about  eighteen  inches  distance.  There  was  a  slight  prolapsus  of 
Ike  iris,  which  soon  smoothed  down.  Opaque  capsule  was  to  be  seen 
m,  the  pupil,  with  several  adhesions  to  the  iris  ;  but  the  centre  of  the 
pofnl  wan  free.  With  the  eye  first  operated  he  enjoyed  very  good 
tight,  and  moderate  vision  with  the  second.  When  he  went  home, 
mx  weeks  after  the  first  and  four  weeks  after  the  second  operation,  he 
eoold  read  large  print,  by  the  aid  of  cataract  lenses,  with  both  eyes, 
bat  better  with  right.  Some  weeks  after  he  left  I  received  a  line  from 
hnn,  stating  that  his  eyes  were  still  getting  stronger  and  his  sight  bet- 
Iv.  Since  then  I  have  no  farther  news  from  him.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
duit  the  eye  from  which  the  viti'eous  humor  escaped  remained  sore  and 
Inder  to  the  light  much  longer  than  the  other,  and  the  sight  was  less 
perfect. 

Case  5. — Mrs.  M.,  aet.  45,  consulted  me  about  two  years  ago  in  re- 
gard to  her  eyes.     In  the  left  eye  was  a  matureil  cataract,  with  soft  cor- 
tk»l  and  hard  nucleus ;  and  in  the  right,  imperfect  opacity  of  the  lens. 
I  extracted,  on  the  left  e3re,  without  any  accident  except  a  small  turning 
4ovn  of  the  flap  by  the  superior  lid,  in  a  sudden  movement  of  the  ball 
ipwards.     It  heale<i  favorably,  however,  but  some  iritis  arose,  leaving 
ia  opaqae  capsule  in  the  pupil,  with  two  or  three  filamentous  adhe* 
iioiiB  to  the  iris,  on  the  inner  side.     After  a  couple  of  months  I  made 
ii  incision  of  the  cornea  at  the  external  side,  and  seized  the  capsale 
with  the  sertelle.     When  it  had  detached  from  the  suspensory  and  the 
*ni  on  the  inner  side,  and  advanced  to  near  the  outer  edge  of  the  pu- 
pl>  the  bold  failed.     As  the  capsule  remained  there  immovable,  leav- 

• 

i&gmore  than  half  of  the  pupil  quite  free,  I  made  no  further  attempt 
^  c^ompleCe  removal.     It  remains  there  still  in  the  same  position ; 
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the  piipil  is  active  and  sight  veiy  good,  the  patient  being  able,  with 
suitable  glasses,  to  read  and  sew  with  ease. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1860,  I  operated  on  the  right  eje  also  by  the 
superior  flap.  This  time  she  was  excessively  agitated,  and  involim- 
tarily  strained  and  contracted  the  muscles  of  the  eyes  and  lids  most 
violently.  This  occurred  just  as  I  completed  the  flap  ;  and  at  the 
same  moment  the  lens,  and  a  goodly  portion  of  vitreour»  humor,  came 
out  together.  1  closed  the  eye  immediately,  and  applied  a  bandage. 
Prolapsus  of  the  iris,  drawing  upwards  of  the  pupil,  iiitis  and  cloniie 
of  the  same,  left  the  eye  without  vision,  but  not  atrophied.  As  the 
sight  of  the  other  eye  is  perfectly  satisfactoiy,  I  have  not  made  an 
artificial  pupil,  which  still  might  give  some  vision. 

Care  6. — Mr.  M.,  set.  62,  came  to  me  from  Knightstown,  Indiana, 
with  double,  hard  cataract,  the  one  in  the  left  eye  still  incomplete. 
About  one  year  previously  the  i-ight  eye  had  been  operated  upon  by 
solution  through  the  cornea.  The  cortical  substance  had  dissolved* 
leaving  a  large  hard  nucleus,  cloftely  enveloped  by  the  capsule,  whicli 
was  adherent  to  the  iris  at  several  points,  the  pupil  being  rather  large 
and  veiy  inactive,  and  sensation  of  light  good.  With  atropia  the 
pupil  dilated  considerably,  and  I  resolved  to  extract,  but  with  some 
misgivings  as  to  the  result. 

On  the  20th  October  past  I  made  a  moderate  sized  superior  flap, 
and  divided  the  capsule  with  the  cystotome  as  well  as  I  could ;  but 
the  lens  was  so  glutinous,  and  cohei'ed  so  closely  with  the  capsule, 
that  the  instrument  hung  in  the  cataract,  and  pai-tially  luxated  it  with 
the  capsule  from  the  suspensory  ligament.  Careful  pressure  was  then 
made,  when  the  vitreous  escaped  at  one  side,  pushing  the  lens  to  the 
other.  I  went  in  with  the  forceps  and  seized  the  cataract,  which  was 
then  drawn  out,  still  enclosed  by  a  large  portion  of  capsule.  A  aeo- 
ond  discharge  of  vitreous  took  place,  but  altogether  not  amounting  to 
more  than,  perhaps,  half  a  drachm.  I  closed  the  eye,  and  used  gentle 
compression  in  the  usual  uay.  The  patient  suffered  no  pain  for  four 
days,  when  I  opened  the  eye,  and  he  could  see  my  hand  and  face  tol- 
erably distinctly.  There  was  a  large  prolapsus  of  the  iris,  which 
drew  the  pupil  far  upwards.  On  the  fifth  day  he  began  to  feel  some 
pain  in  the  eye  and  brow, — the  result  of  an  iritis, — which  led  to  com* 
plete  closure  of  the  pupil.  The  prolapsus  was  afterwards  smoothed 
down  by  several  touches  of  solid  nitrate  of  silver,  the  eye  retaining 
its  natural  form  and  size.  Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  so  mach 
vitreous  fluid,  he  would  have  had  fair  sight  if  the  iritis  had  not  oc- 
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eurred.     If  I  had  made  a  superior  iridectomy  before  the  extraction, 
the  result  might  have  been  different. 

Cask  7. — J.  P.,  a  man  32  years  old,  has  been  blind  from  cataract 
in  the  left  eye  for  seventeen  years  ;  but  the  sight  of  the  other  did  not 
^gin  to  fail  till  within  the  past  six  months.     I  saw  him  first  on  the 
15th  of  February  just  past.     I  found  a  small,  hard,  amber-colored 
cataract  in  the  left  eye,  with  a  number  of  adhesions  between  the  cap- 
sule and  iris.     With  atropine  the  pupil  dilates  but  little  upwards,  the 
lateral  and  inferior  parts  being  confined  by  the  synechia.     Sensation 
of  light  very  good.     In  the  right  eye  there  is  more  extensive  synechia 
posterior,  so  that  the  pupil  responds  to  the  mydriatic  still  less ;  ex- 
panding, however,  to  a  size  about  one-third  larger  than  before  the 
application,   which   was   attended   by   considerable   improvement  of 
viiioQ.     In  this  lens  are  several  streaks  of  opacity  in  the  anterior  and 
posterior  cortical  substance.     I  decided  to  extract  the  cataract  from  the 
Veft  eye,  combining  with  it  iridectomy,  or  excision  of  a  portion  of  the 
iris  upwards.     A  medium  superior  flap  brought  out  a  little  in  the  con- 
jfoittita  sderotiax,  was  followed  by  introduction  of  the  curved  iris 
foreeps,  with  which  the  iris  was  seized  and  a  liberal  portion  drawn 
ostand  excised  with  the  scissors.     This  completed,  I  saw  that  there 
wu  a  tendency  to  escape  of  vitreous  humor  ;  and  fearing  dislocation 
of  the  lens  by  an  attempt  to  divide  the  capsule,  I  proceeded  at  once  to 
extract  with  the  forceps.     I  passed  one  branch  through  between  the 
«ige  of  the  lens  and  the  ciliary  processes,  and  the  other  in  front.     As 
the  lens  was  seized  near  its  edge,  the  forceps  cut  through,  when  I  in- 
tfodaced  them  a  little  farther,  seized  and  extracted  the  cataract  with 
4e  entire  capsule.    >\s  the  lens  escaped  there  followed  a  portion  of 
▼itreoos  humor,  pushing  the  flap   far  upwards.     The  upper  lid  was 
WWii  carefully  over  the  flap,  and  let  down  so  as  to  close  the  eye. 
Comprefsion,  the  usual  frequent  instillation  of  atropine,  and  perfect 
^ttiel  in  bed, — dorsal  decubitus, — constituted  the  treatment.     He  had 
»o  ptin, — and  on  the  sixth  day  the  flap  had  united  throughout.     He 
^d  then  see  my  fingers,  face,  and  the  opposite  bed-posts.     Since 
^a  the  sight  has  been  improving ;  and  now,  three  weeks  from  the 
™De  of  the  operation,  he  begins  to  read  large  print  with  a  lens  +2^, 
^  there  is  eveiy  reason  to  believe  his  night  will  be  veiy  satisfactory. 
**  eje  is  weak  to  the  light,  especially  when  wide  open,  in  conse- 
V^^  of  the  large  loss  of  iris  and  the  long  absence  of  vision.     At 
****t  one-third  of  the  iris  was  excised,  but  the  defect  is  scarcely  no- 
"^»  because  it  is  hid  by  the  upper  lid.     The  lower  two- thirds  of  the 
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pupil  which  remains  is  nearly  circular,  and  the  entire  opening  free 
from  any  obstruction  to  the  admission  of  Jight. 

— ^In  cases  of  hard  cataract  of  long  standing,  in  persons  advanced  in 
years,  where  the  lens  is  considerably  reduced  in  size  by  spontaneous 
absorption  of  the  cortical  substance,  or  by  absorption  caused  by  the 
operation  of  solution,  as  in  patient  No.  6,  and  where  the  hard  glntinong 
lens  is  closely  embraced  by  the  capsule,  there  is  great  danp^er  of  diffi- 
culty in  the  second  and  third  steps  of  extraction,  and  of  the  eruption  of 
vitreous  humor.  The  danger  is  much  heightened  by  the  additional 
presence  of  synechia  posterior  and  liquefaction  of  the  corpus  vitrenm. 
Most  of  these  unfortunate  complications  existed  in  all  the  caaes  of 
discharge  of  vitreous  humor  which  I  have  detailed,  except  in  No.  5. 
But,  after  all,  I  prefer  extraction  to  depression,  in  such  cases,  and  no 
't)ther  method  is  applicable  to  them  but  these  two.  Of  the  five  eyes 
where  I  had  prolapsus  of  vitreous  humor,  three  recovered  with  very 
fair  vision,  and  another  one  was  so  far  successful  that  the  patient  could 
recognize  objects  on  the  fourth  day ;  but  this  was  lost  by  the  supw- 
vention  of  iritis.  A  moderate  loss  of  vitreous  fluid,  I  think,  is  m 
Usel/  not  so  serious  an  accident  as  is  generally  supposed  ;  but  it  nearly 
always  happens  that  the  eye  is  otherwise  more  seriously  injured  where* 
this  complication  occurs. 


«  •♦•  » 


iB&ittixinl  Svattj$UtUiii8. 


A  Paper  on  the  Treatment  of  Constitutional  Sypliilis  by  repeated  InocQlationi 
with  the  Virus  of  Chancres.  Read  before  the  German  Medical  Society  of 
Paris,  by  Dr.  Mansonroff,  of  Moscow. 

Syphilization,  instituted  by  Auzias-Turenne,  proposed  by  him  in 
the  first  stage  as  a  prophylactic  means  for  syphilis,  and  applied  to  the 
treatment  of  constitutional  syphilis  first  by  M.  Spcrino,  and  then  by 
MM.  Boeek,  Signiund,  Steinberg,  Danielsen,  Hobra,  and  others,  is  a 
great  fact,  whose  importance  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  learned 
world  ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  science,  ought  this  discovery  to  be 
generally  adopted  ?  or,  ought  it  to  be  rejected  even  as  a  method  of 
treatment  for  constitutional  syphilis  ?  Tliis  is  an  important  question 
for  science  and  humanity,  which  will  be  very  soon  settled  in  a  definite 
manner  by  the  learned  of  all  countries.  The  large  number  of  cases 
which  have  been  carefully  studied  for  several  years  at  Turin,  Christi- 
ana, Stockholm,   Vienna,  Berguen,  Pesth,  and  elsewhere,  the  scien- 
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tific  authority  and  the  well*kiiown  honorable  position  of  the  physi- 
cians who  have  studied  this  question,  and  the  attention  which  I  have 
given  it  for  five  months  at  Vienna  and  eleven  months  at  Tnrin,  an- 
thorize  me  to  give  in  this  paper  a  short  account  of  my  convictions 
and  my  observations,  which  will  be  published  some  time  hence  in  an 
extended  work,  and  which,  I  will  say  in  advance,  will  be  favorable  to 
typhilization  as  a  curative  method  for  constitutional  syphilis. 

1.  MM.  8perino  and  BoSck,  who  have  observed  and  published  a 
great  number  of  cases,  have  established  the  three  following  proposi- 
tions :  (a.)  The  repeated  inoculation  of  chancrous  vims  produces  im- 
munity ;  (6. )  The  symptoms  of  constitutional  syphilis  clisappear  under 
the  infloence  of  the  inoculation  ;  (c.)  Syphilization  acts  in  a  benefi- 
cial manner  on  the  health  of  the  patients.  These  three  propositions 
fonn  the  basis  of  syphilization ;  and  a  certain  number  of  observed 
Cisea  have  convinced  me  that  they  can  not  be  contested  whenever 
typhilization  has  been  practiced  regularly.  Thus,  I  have  seen  that  in 
general  after  twenty  or  thirty  days  the  symptoms  of  constitutional 
lyphilia  began  to  disappear  ;  and  that  after  two,  three,  or  four  months, 
tad  rarely  more,  the  cure  of  the  patient  takes  place.  This  time  varies 
locording  to  the  individuals,  the  gravity  of  the  disease,  and  the  pr^- 
rious  mercurial  treatment  which  they  have  submitted  to,  etc 

2.  As  to  syphilization  as  a  prophylactic  means  in  a  healthy  man, 
it  has  never  been  practiced  by  MM.  Sperino  and  Boeck  ;  and  since 
the  year  1852,  it  has  even  been  abandoned  by  M.  Auzias-Turenne, 
who  practiced  it  in  some  cases  affected  with  chancres.  The  absolute 
immanity  procured  by  the  inoculations  is,  besides,  very  transient. 
After  some  years,  and  even  in  some  exceptional  cases  after  some 
months,  the  patient  loses  in  part  this  immunity,  although  the  cure  of 
the  constitutional  syphilis  continues  ;  and  the  relapses,  or  rather  the 
ttses  of  incomplete  cure,  have  been  cured  easily  by  a  small  number 
of  Dew  inoculations,  although  these  individuals  are  with  difficulty  in- 
ocolaied.  Consequently,  if  time  proves  that  syphilization  prevents 
the  relapse  of  constitutional  syphilis,  as  my  observations  lead  me  to 
hope,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  the  future  of  this  new  treatment. 

3  If  after  some  inoculations  we  interrupt  the  treatment  for  several 
^TR.  we  see  new  syphilitic  accidents  supervene,  or  those  which 
*lpetdy  exist  to  become  aggravated ;  but  both  disappear  very  soon, 
*f  we  resume  the  inoculations  and  repi»at  them  until  immunity  is 
••Ubtished.  The  production  of  chancre  being  the  essential  condition 
of  ijphilization,  we  may  favor  its  evolution  in  mercurialized  persons 
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by  a  small  dose  of  iodide  of  potas.,  which,  however,  may  be  replaoed 
by  other  means.  ' 

4.  Before  and  during  the  treatment,  we  must  remove  all  cauaes  soa- 
ceptible  of  producing  an  inflammatory  complication.  If  the^  super- 
vene, the  artificial  chancres  may  become  inflamed  and  assume  a  certain 
gravity,  especially  with  persons  who  have  already  been  treated  with 
mercunals.  Hence,  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  give  a  purgative, 
some  baths,  and  mucilaginous  drinks  before  or  during  the  syphilisa- 
tion. 

5.  Observation  has  demonstrated  that  the  more  recent  and  the  old- 
est foims  of  constitutional  syphilis  may  be  cured  by  syphilizaiion. 
Among  these  forms  I  can  count  several  cases  of  affections  of  the 
bones  of  the  cranium  and  extremities,  affections  of  the  nails  and 
cellular  tissue,  etc.  In  these  grave  cases,  when  the  organism  present! 
but  a  very  feeble  reaction  to  the  inoculations,  we  employ  sometimea 
the  iodide  of  potas.,  which  we  know  is  a  good  remedy  in  mercnrial- 
ism,  and  favors  the  development  of  the  inoculated  ulcers.  In  leas 
grave  cases, — the  ayphilides,  for  example, — the  effect  of  the  iodide 
potas.  was  ineffective  or  injurious,  because  it  favored  the  explosion  of 
affections  of  the  skin. 

6.  From  all  the  facts  known  at  the  present  time,  it  results  that  the 
relapses  after  syphilizaiion  do  not  exceed  fi\Q  in  one  hundred,  whilst 
the  relapses  after  the  mercurial  treatment  have  been  observed  in  one- 
third  or  one-half  of  the  patients  (Boeck).  The  relapses  after  syphili- 
zation  ordinarily  present  themselves  in  light  forms,  which  are  cored 
in  a  very  short  time  by  some  inoculations. 

7.  The  age  and  sex  of  the  patients  do  not  constitute  any  contra- 
indication for  the  treatment  of  constitutional  syphilis  by  means  of 
inoculation.  Prof.  Boeck  cured  children  of  eight  weeks  as  well  as 
old  persons  of  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  The  experiments  of  Prof. 
Sperino  were  made  almost  exclusively  on  women,  und  demonstrate 
that  the  uterine  functions  were  not  disturbed  by  the  treatment.  On 
the  contrary,  with  the  improvement  of  the  general  condition  the  pa- 
tients were  cured  of  the  syphilitic  anaemia  and  of  amcnonhoea.  As 
to  children-  affected  with  hei-editary  syphilis,  they  died  often  in  spite 
of  Uie  syphilization  and  every  other  treatment  (Boeck). 

8.  Tlie  health  of  the  patients,  improved  during  the  treatment,  con- 
tinued after  the  cure,  which  encouraged  MM.  Sperino  and  Boeck  to 
continue  their  studies.  Tlie  patients  are  neither  exposed  to  the  dan- 
gers of  mercurial  or  iodic  intoxication,  nor  to  their  consequences ; 
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tbey  do  not  cany  mercaiy  in  their  bodies  or  viscera  dnring  four 
months,  or  even  longer,  after  the  treatment  (Gomp-Bezanez,  Michaelis, 
Schroder  Van  der  Kolk,  Kletzinsky,  etc.). 

9.  It  is  only  the  practical  study  which  can  convince  as  to  its  cnra- 
tiTO  valae.  It  is  also  the  general  opinion  of  the  celebrated  Professors 
MM.  Oppolzer,  Hebra,  and  6igmund,  that  syphilization  ought  to  be 
flUidied  practically  before  judging  of  its  therapeutical  value,  and  its 
applicability  to  the  different  cases  of  constitutional  syphilis.  Be- 
•ides  the  opinions  emitted  in  France  and  Italy  on  syphilization, 
we  have  read  also  the  opinions,  more  or  less  differing,  of  MM.  Beh- 

,  Huron,  Von  Baerensprung,  Michaelis,  Simon,  Sigmund,  Hcrr- 
,  Kalischer,  and  others ;  we  have  also  read  the  classical  works  of 
the  learned  Professors  Boeck  and  Spcrino.  These  works,  and  the 
laige  number  of  cases  observed  clinically  in  the  hospitals  of  Turin 
aad  Vienna,  as  also  in  the  private  practice  of  M.  Sperino,  have 
afforded  me  advantages  to  study  syphilization,  and  to  form  a  decided 
opinion  of  this  new  method  of  treatment.  And  when  we  think  that 
are  physicians  who  never  employ  mercury,  and  apply  syphiliza- 
at  all  times  when  they  judge  it  necessary  (MM.  Boeck,  at  Chris- 
,  Baimiann,  at  Lillehammel,  and  Wildagcu,  at  Drammen),  we 
conceive  then  that  this  treatment  has  solid  basis,  although  its 
practical  importance  has  not  yet  undergone  all  the  improvements  of 
which  it  is  susceptible.  * 

10.  It  is  useless  to  say  that  syphilization  has  inaugurated  a  reform 

m  ayphilology,  and  that  this  reform  has  b^n  accomplished  by  the 

itady  of  pathological  physiology.     ''  Syphilization  proves  to  us  by 

•▼idence,*'  says  Michaelis  (Compend,  Wien,   1859,  p.  345),  **that 

•jphilis  is  a  ilisease  which  is  cured  alone  by  the  powers  of  nature ; 

and  if  the  physician  succeeds  in  transforming  the  chronic  syphilitic 

■fection  into  an  acute  exanthematic  affection,  syphilization  becomes  a 

bciwtic  to  the  patient;  for  it  places  him  in  the  way  of  a  natural  cure 

(ftaturbeibung),  and  spares  him  any  depressing  treatment  whatever." 

TWie  wi>rds  were  written  by  a  learned  man  who  defends  mercury,  and 

who  judges  severely  syphilization  after  having  tried  it  with  success. 

HU  o|Miiion  differs,  then,  from  the  indulgent  opinions  of  the  recent 

•wi-mercurialibts. 

A*  the  results  and  the  facts  of  these  observations  can  not  be 
*^Uined  in  a  more  detailed  manner  in  this  paper,  I  will  confine 
■ywlf  to  name  only  the  programme  which  1  will  follow  later  in 
■y  <W«cription.  I  will  describe  the  methods  of  syphilization,  the 
iMicatioiis  and  the  contraindications,  its  process,  the  local  effects  of 
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indurated  cliancrons  inoculations,  non-indurated  chancres  (  or  pnstnlet), 
abortive,  negative  inoculations,  the  immunity,  the  effects  of  syphilisa- 
tion  on  the  organism  attacked  with  >  syphilis,  but  not  suffering  from 
concomitant  diseases ;  on  chancre  bubo,  and  the  syphilization  ;  upon 
nutrition,  etc.  Then  will  follow  the  effects  of  constitutional  syphilii 
on  the  organism  attacked  with  syphilis,  and  sufiering  from  accidental 
diseases, — as  fevers,  catarrh,  rheumatism,  anasmia,  mercunalism,  elc 
I  believe  that  the  study  of  syphilization,  in  all  its  aspects,  beinig 
made  at  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  is  destined  much  sooner  to  throw 
a  light  on  its  practical  bearings  as  a  method  of  treatment.  As  it  if 
supported  now  by  numerous  facts  which  prove  its  power  of  curing 
constitutional  syphilis,  even  in  its  grave  forms,  I  feel  myself  author^ 
ized  to  say,  with  M.  Hemnan,  that  the  period  of  experiment  is  passedv 
and  that  it  is  no  longer  a  question  of  judging  from  a  large  number  of 
facts,  but  from  a  small  number  well  observed. — Gaz,  Hebdomadaim* 


Extra-Uterine  Pregnancy. 

Tn&ilated  Arom  the  G«nnan,  by  D.  S.  Oahs,  M.D.,  Cincinnati. 

A  woman,  32  years  old,  observed  some  time  after  her  fifth  dellTaij 
a  painless  swelling  in  the  right  inguinal  region,  of  the  size  of  a  hen'a 
ef^g.  The  swelling  increased,  menstruation  ceased,  and  the  woman 
was  forced  to  keep  her  bed  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  on  accomift 
of  severe  pain  at  each  step.  In  the  beginning  of  Jime  she  felt  more- 
ments  in  the  tumor,  resembling  the  movements  of  a  child.  The  phy- 
sician called  in  recognized  her  condition  as  an  extra-abdominal  prog- 
nancy.  The  normal  end  of  pregnancy  took  place  in  the  middle  of 
October,  when  the  consulted  physician  (Dr.  Rektorzik,  and  reporter 
of  this  case,)  found  the  following  appearances  :  Patient  of  middle 
size,  pale,  bloated  face,  and  of  small  muscular  development ;  baa  an 
oval  tumor  proceeding  from  the  right  inguinal  region  with  a  narrow 
neck  down  to  between  both  legs,  measuring  forty-two  centimetres  in 
length  and  twenty-five  in  breadth,  reaching  down  to  the  knees.  Hie 
skin  over  the  tumor  was  movable,  shining,  and  covered  with  different 
sized  veins  ;  the  temperature  in  comparison  with  the  other  cutis  )$ome- 
what  heightened.  On  the  right  side  of  the  tumor,  close  to  its  neck,  an 
elastic  oval  body,  separated  from  its  surrounding  parts,  about  one  and 
a  half  inches  long  and  half  of  that  wide,  could  be  felt  by  palpation, 
which  the  physician  indicated  as  the  ovary.  Parts  and  moveraenti 
of  the  child  could  clearly  be  perceived.  Tlie  head  was  felt  at  thfl 
upper  part  of  the  tumor.  Percussion  over  the  entire  tumor  returned  « 
hollow  sound.     The  auscultation  gave  plainly  at  the  left  side  of  tin 
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tamor  the  cardiac  foetal  sound,  and  a  loud  souffle  isochronic  with  the 
ndial  palse  of  the  mother.  The  exploration  per  vaginam  showed  the 
ftginal  portion  standing  somewhat  to  the  right,  flahhy  and  swollen  ; 
the  vagina  large,  covered  with  an  abundant  mucous  secretion;  the 
tmperatare  increased. 

There  could  consequently  be  no  doubt  about  the  correctness  of  the 
•bore  diagnosis.  It  was  believed  that  the  development  of  the  fcetus 
kid  taken  place  in  a  horn  of  a  unicorn  uterus,  outside  of  the  abdomen. 

As  a  natural  expulsion  of  the  child  by  suppuration  would  positively 
ohk  the  death  of  the  child,  and  more  than  probably  also  that  of  the 
Mother,  the  operation  was  decided  upon,  and  performed  on  the  22nd 
(rf  October.  The  integuments  were  opened  on  the  left  side  of  the 
tumor,  two  and  a  half  inches  from  the  median  line,  to  the  length  of 
in  inches,  when  the  smooth  surface  of  the  peritoneum  covering  the 
fatal  sac  presented  itself.  The  hyportrophied  walls  of  the  horn  act- 
iig  the  part  of  the  uterus  were  now  opened,  the  membranes  ruptured, 
iid  the  extraction  of  the  child,  the  lower  extremity  presenting,  was 
■oomplithed.  The  child  imfnediatcly  cried.  Two  bleeding  arteries 
ii' the  horn  were  ligated,  and  a  strong  haemorrhage  from  a  vein  was 
itopped,  partly  by  contraction  of  the  surrounding  tissue,  partly  by  a 
MlitioD  of  sesquichloride  of  iron  applied  by  a  sponge.  As  the  pla- 
«8ta,  on  account  of  firmly  adhering,  could  not  be  removed,  the  wound 
^'•i  close*!,  and  cold  application  made ;  after  v.hich  the  cavity  con- 
^JWed  Komcwhat.  No  after  haemonhagc  took  place.  The  child  is 
■>i»g  well.  The  mother  commenced  vomiting  during  the  day  ;  quick 
f*l«e;  later,  coma,  with  stc^rtorous  respiration,  and  in  the  evening 
**Ui.    Post  mortem  examination  was  refused. 


ieotttuponAtntt. 


Boston,  Mass.,  March  8,  1861. 
MtoiRn.  Editors  : — ^The  commencement  exercises  of  the  Harvard 
^ical  School  took  place  at  the  College,  in  North  Grove  street,  on 
^ftlaeiiday  laKt,  in  the  presence  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the 
^<^  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,  and  a  large  number  of  phy- 
■*>•«»,  among  whom  we  noticed,  as  an  attentive  listener,  the  venera- 
"^  I^r.  Mujisey,  of  your  city.  DiRsertations  were  read  on  the  follow- 
■l«»hjecu:  i.  HospiUls;  2.  Scarlatina;  3.  Pleurisy;  4.  Insanity; 
*•  ^*lhmme,  Con^SrS  scnis  le  Rappart  du  Physique  et  du  Morale  ; 
^  Aanmk  and  Chlorosis  ;  7.  Transfusion  of  Blood. 
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The  gradnating  class  numbered  forty-nine.  President  Felton,  in 
conferring  ^the  degrees,  addressed,  at  some  length,  the  Governor,  F*c- 
nlty,  and  the  nei^  M.D.'s,  in  Latin,  as  he  is  accustomed  to  do,  in  his 
peculiar  graceful  and  facile  manner. 

The  exercises  were  concluded  by  an  address  from  Prof.  Qeorgp  O. 
Shattuck.  He  discussed  the  proceedings  of  the  late  National  Conven- 
tion of  Medical  Teachers,  concerning  the  requirements  of  a  moie 
thorough  preliminary  and  medical  education  for  students,  and  wbmt 
the  If  acuity  of  this  school  had  done  during  the  past  year,  and  are  now 
doing,  for  the  elevation  of  this  profession, — believing  that  the  Harvard 
School  stands  second  to  none  in  the  country  ;  and  finally  closing  with 
some  well  chosen  words  of  exhortation  and  counsel  to  the  yonng 
graduates. 

The  Female  Medical  College,  No.  1,  closed  the  same  day,  with  Bwt 
full-fledged  M.D.'s  in  crinoline.  Two  or  three  Reverends  were  called 
in,  to  give  unction  to  the  ceremonies.  College  No.  2  terminated  its 
winter  course  a  week  ago,  with  about  the  same  number  of  Esculapiaa 
daughters. 

It  has  been  claimed  by  some  that  no  death  has  reallj/  occurred  hy 
the  use  of  pure  sulphuric  ether,  while  others  have  reported  that  siidl 
deaths  have  taken  place.  That  this  subject  may  be  fiilly  elucidated^  the 
following  circular  has  been  issued  : 

"  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S. 

"The  question  of  the  entire  immunity  from  danger  which  is  claimed 
for  ansesthesia  produced  by  ether,  being  still  under  discussion^  the 
Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement  has  appointed  the  nnder* 
signed  a  committee  '  to  investigate  the  alleged  deaths  from  the  inhala- 
tion of  sulphuric  ether,  and  to  report  thereon.'  They  would  therefore 
request  the  medical  profession,  or  any  person  into  whoso  hands  this 
may  fall,  to  communicate  to  either  of  them  such  cases,  coming  within 
their  own  observation,  as  shall  serve  to  this  end  ;  giving  the  plaoe, 
time,  and  circumstances  of  their  occurrence,  with  the  mode  of  inhala- 
tion adopted,  and,  especially,  information  in  regard  to  the  following 
points :  1st.  The  kind  of  ethor  used,  whether  pure  sulphuric  ether^ 
chloric  ether,  or  ether  combined  with  chloroform  ;  2d.  The  period  after 
inhalation  at  which  death  occurred.  Also,  any  other  facts  which  may 
enable  them  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  their  investigations. 
Richard  M.  Hodqks,  M.D.,  George  Havward,  M.D., 

80LOM0N  D.  TowNSENP,  M.D.,      Charles  T.  Jackson,  M.D., 

Fehniary,  1861.  J.  Baxter  Upifam,  M.D." 

Tlie  Boston  Sanitary  Association  has  been  agitating  the  subject  of 
a  more  thorough  protection  of  the  people  of  the  city  and  State  from 
the  epidemic  influences  of  small-pox.     Quite  a  number  of  yean  ago 
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a  8tate  law  existed  reqairing  isolation  of  those  sick  of  this  disease. 
This  law  was  repealed.  It  is  now  proposed  to  ask  the  legislators  to 
revive  the  old  law,  or  enact  something  similar.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Sofiblk  District  Medical  Society,  on  the  last  Saturday  of  Fehruary, 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  almost  unanimously,  the  sub- 
ject having  been  brought  before  the  Society  by  a  committee  from  the 
Sanitary  Association : 

''  R€9olved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Suffolk  District  Medical  Soci- 
ety, the  history  of  the  late  epidemic  of  small -pox  in  Boston,  and  also 
Ibe  history  of  the  disease  for  the  lattt  fifty  years,  show  satisfactorily 
that  the  means  for  its  prevention,  as  now  in  force,  are  insufficient  for 
tl»  purpose. 

••  Retohed,  That  the  present  measures  for  enforcing  the  gojieral  prac- 
tice of  vaccination  and  re-vaccinnation  in  the  city,  and  more  especially 
m  the  interfor  of  the  State,  do  not  seem  to  have  been  fully  adequate 
for  the  purpose. 

••  Retolved,  That  the  repeal  of  the  statutes  by  which  patients  with 
fmallpox  and  varioloid  were  restricted  from  communication  with 
otliers,  has  tended  to  increase  the  extension  of  the  ^disease  ;  and  that 
tlie  Society,  are  of  the  opinion  that  isolation  of  persons  infected  with 
tmall-pox  would,  under  humane  and  wise  provisions,  promote  public 
liealth  and  diminish  mortalitv." 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Association,  Dr.  A.  A.  Hayes, 

State  Assayer,  read  a  paper  on  the  adulterations  of  milk.     One  of  the 

daOy  joamals  gives  the  following  report : 

"  The  importance  of  the  subject  is  shown  by  the  facts  that  the  an- 
Biial  consumption  of  milk  in  this  citv  is  very  nearly  represented  by 
tbe  sam  of  $1,300,000,  of  which  sum  about  8150,000  is  paid  for 
that  which  is  not  milk.     Of  all  the  milk  sold,  onc-fonrth  part  is  ren- 
dered, by  falsification,  unfit  for  use.     A  chemical  analysis  shows  that 
milk  most  be  considcre<i  as  the  type  of  all  food, — containing  eveiy- 
tkiag  to  sustain  life.     Boston  milk,  analysis  shows,  produces  seven  or 
eight  parts  of  cream  in  the  hundred  parts.     The  first  and  most  impor- 
tant adulteration  is  that  of  adding  water,  fresh  or  salt,  pure  or  colored 
iwiih  molasses).     When    this  addition    is    made,  chemical    changes 
ollow  with  very  great  rapiility.     Another  adulteration  is  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a  small   portion  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  ;  this  is  done  for  the 
Wirpo*e  of  retarding  chemical  changes.     In  the  examination  of  cases 
broogbt  before  the  courts,  it  appears  that  adulterations  of  milk  are 
coadocted  systematically,  and  that  i>ersons  are  organized  together  for 
^t  MrpoRc.     Of  the  milk  which  comes  from  the  neighborhood   of 
*-h*fletown,  a  great  proportion  is  mixed  with  water;  and  this  addi- 
^nof  water  amounts  to  about  one-third    tlie  volume.     The  business 
constitutes  a  angular  business.     The  milk  which  is  supplied   to  the 
Pwrer people  of  Boston  is  mostly  of  this  character;  and  it  is  easy  to 
•*  ^^  givmt  an  evil  it  has  become. 

A  greit  deal  of  harm  is  done  by  milk  taken  from  diseased  covi^. 
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It  is  believed  the  amount  of  falsification  in  this  article  of  food  is  less 
than  it  was  four  years  ago,  the  legislation  of  the  Commonwealth  thus 
far  having  had  an  excellent  efTect ;  yet  it  is  desirable  that  further  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  subject.  The  speaker,  after  describing  tfaa 
apparatus  employed  to  detect  adulterations  of  milk,  proceeded  to 
speak  of  adulterations  in  manufactures  from  milk :  butter  and  cheese. 
The  latter  is  frequently  injurious  from  being  manufactured  of  milk  in 
which  decomposition  had  commenced.  Mctalic  articles  are  sometimes 
found,  acquii-ed  from  newly  painted  shelves,  or  from  zinc  vessels. 
Cheese  poisonings  aie  not  a  rare  occurrence,  by  any  means.  These 
are  sometimes  caused  by  the  production  of  some  of  the  lower  orders  of 
vegetation  in  the  cheese,  and  sometimes  by  other  means,  not  always  to 
be  ascribed  to  carelessness.  Butter  is  sometimes  adulterated  with  larcL 
And  not  only  is  this  done  for  exportation,  but  when  the  article  bears 
a  high  price,  lard  is  sometimes  found  in  the  better  class  of  cakes  of 
butter.     This  sort  is  mostly  sold  to  confectioners,  however." 

The  question  has  been  mooted  about  the  profession  taking  some 
definite  action,  as  a  body,  in  recommending  some  competent  dmgg^ 
as  Drug  Inspector,  under  the  new  administration.  This  office  is  gen- 
erally in  the  hands  of  some  incompetent  person. 

Measures  are  being  taken  to  establish  a  Homoeopathic  hospital  in 
this  city.  b. 

Extraordinary  Case  of  Imperforate  Hymen,  with  Succestfiil  Operatioii. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — On  the  8th  of  June  last  I  was  called  upon  to 
visit  Miss  Sarah  J.  McD.,  aged  17  years,  and  found  her  apparently  in 
a  dying  condition.  Her  suiforings  were  almost  intolerable,  resembling 
those  of  acute  sciatica.  She  had  become  hectic.  Singultus  and  par- 
tial delirium  had  set  in.  On  inquiry,  1  learned  from  her  friends  that 
some  four  months  previous  she  had  undergcme  what  was  called  an  op* 
eration  at  B.,  Ohio,  by  three  surgeons  in  consultation,  for  imperforate 
hymen  ;  that  a  bloody  discharge  followed  for  a  day  or  two,  but  at  her 
next  monthly  periods  she  had  no  discharge,  but  suffered  very  much ; 
and  now  at  this  juncture,  being  about  the  fourth  month  from  the  pre- 
vious operation,  she  had  become  reduced  to  almost  a  complete  state  of 
marasmus.  Upon  examination  per  vaginam,  I  found  the  passage  to 
the  uterus  completely  obstructed  by  a  dense,  thick,  unyielding  mem- 
brane, and  near  the  centre  an  apparent  cicatrix  (as  I  presumed,  from 
the  previous  operation).  She  was  enormously  swollen,  and  with 
symptoms  of  gangrene.  I  at  once  determined  that  her  only  hope  of 
recovery  was  in  an  immediate  operation  ;  and  as  no  experienced  sur- 
geons were  convenient  to  be  had  in  consultation,  I  proceeded,  with 
such  assistance  as  I  could  get,  to  operate.     After  ascertaining  that  the 
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bladder  was  evacuated,  I  had  assitstants  take  firm  hold  of  each  limh, 
that  in  case  she  did  not  become  properly  etherized  I  could  operate 
safely.  I  soon  found  it  impracticable  to  bring  her  under  the  influence 
of  ether  (which  was  being  administered  by  Dr.  Fordyce)  ;  conse- 
quently, I  directed  the  assistants  to  hold  the  limbs  firmly  while  I  passed 
the  trochar.  I  then  introduced  a  silver  tube,  and  concluded  to  let  it 
remain  a  few  hours,  during  which  time  a  large  quantity  of  black,  pu- 
trid blood  was  discharged.  Ordered  stimulants  and  tonics,  with  ani- 
mal broth. 

After  the  lapse  of  about  thirty  hours,  I  proceeded  to  complete  the 
operation  by  making  a  full  crucial  incision.  Upon  introducing  a  long 
probe-pointed  bistoury  through  the  opening  made  by  the  trochar,  to 
mj  astonishment  I  found  the  membrane  to  be  more  than  half  an  inch 
in  thickness ;  and  (to  give  a  homely  comparison)  it  cut  like  the  tough 
substance  of  a  green  pear.  I  had  a  large  size  tent  kept  in  the  open- 
ing, to  be  removed  occasionally,  etc.  Cupped  the  patient  next  day ; 
followed  with  hop  fomentations,  and  charcoal  and  linseed  poultices 
alternately.  The  discharge  continued  about  eight  days,  finally  chang- 
ing to  the  more  natural  menstrual  flux.  The  patient  gradually  made 
an  excellent  recovery,  and  has  become  a  very  healthy  young  lady, 
kaving  the  regular  monthly  flow. 

1  would  add  that  on  examination  with  uterine  speculum,  some  two 
months  since,  I  found  an  opening  through  the  membrane  of  over  half 
an  inch  in  diameter,  the  parts  being  very  healthy,  appai-ently ;  and 
die  states  that  she  weighs  some  flfteen  pounds  more  than  ever  before. 

1  have  written  out  this  case  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  possible,  not 
as  being  the  first  operation  of  the  character,  but  in  view  of  her  criti- 
cal condition  and  the  completeness  of  her  relief.  I  write,  therefore, 
to  encourage  surgeons  under  similar  circumstances  to  {.ersevere,  being 
mytelf  always  happy  to  see  the  account  of  such  extreme  cases  in  your 
▼alosble  journal.  Very  respectftilly,  J.  Bowman,  M.D. 

SitTEaviLLB,  Tyler  Co.,  Va.,  March  14th,  1861. 


Rmed'ud  Powers  of  Quinine. — In  a  somewhat  confusedly  written 
pspcr  lately  read  before  the  Chicago  Academy  of  Medicine,  Dr.  J.  N. 
Onhtm  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  quinine  seems  to  act  '*  by  the 
Q'cuUtion  through  the  cerebral  centres,  upon  the  general  nervous  sys- 
^;*'  that  it  is  tonic,  stimulant,  anti- periodic,  diaphoretic,  anti-spas- 
^^ic,  and  narcotic,  but  that  these  results  are  produced  or  modified 
•7  quantity,  time,  latitude,  disease,  and  condition. — Chie.  Med.  Exam. 
i^^l6. 
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The  Tranaactiont  of  the  American  Medical  AMOciatiorif  instituted  1847.  Yol. 
XIII.,  for  1860.  Philadelphia :  Printed  for  the  Association.  CoUins,  Printtt^ 
706  Jayno  street.^  1860. 

After  the  usual  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Associatio]],  and 
the  custojtnary  reports  of  the  Publication  Committee  and  TieasuraTy 
we  have  first  in  the  volumo  before  us  the  address  of  the  retiring  presi- 
dent, Dr.  Henry  Miller,  of  Louisville.  The  principal  portion  of  thiB 
address  is  taken  up  with  the  discussion  of  the  fmitful  theme  of  medi- 
cal education.  The  address  is  interesting,  but  we  fail,  after  its  careful 
perusal,  to  make  any  special  or  novel  gleanings. 

In  accordance  with  the  modification  of  the  plan  of  the  Association 
made  at  Louisville,  in  1859,  the  Association  this  year  conducted  its 
workings  in  sections,  and  to  all  appearance  this  feature  has  worked 
well.  The  section  on  Medical  Topography,  Epidemics,  etc.,  fomislies 
reports  of  considerable  value  on  the  Topography  and  Epidemics  of 
New  York,  by  Joseph  Smith,  M.D.,  and  of  North  Carolina,  by  JamM 
H.  Dickson,  M.D. 

The  surgical  section  affords  three  reports,  which  will  severally  attrtct 
considerable  attention.  The  first  is  On  Various  Surgical  Operations 
for  the  Relief  of  Defective  Vision,  by  M.  A.  Fallen,  M.D.,  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  Next  we  have  Dr.  J.  N.  McDowell's  Report  on  the  Im- 
provements in  the  Art  and  Science  of  Surgery  in  the  last  Fifty  Yean. 
In  passing  we  may  say,  briefly,  that  this  repoit  of  Dr.  McDowell's 
partakes  of  the  well-known  eccentiicity  of  its  author ;  thus,  in  /ex- 
pressing his  deprecation  of  the  use  of  chloroform,  ho  speaks  as  fol- 
lows :  **  With  these  cases  before  my  eyes,  I  have  determined  never,  to 
g^ve  chloroform  in  any  operation  but  when  diluted  with  sulph.  ether, 
and  then  never  to  its  fullest  extent ;  but  if  my  patients  will  have  «n 
anaesthetic  agent,  will  give  them  as  much  good  whiskey  as  they  will 
drink,  which,  after  all  the  boasting  of  the  advocates  of  chloroform 
and  ether,  is  the  very  best  agent  of  the  kind  that  can  be  used,  and 
answers  all  the  purposes  of  the  others,  without  the  dangers  attending 
their  use.  .  .  .  Were  I  an  autocrat  in  surgery,  I  would  banish 
from  my  dominions  all  anaesthetic  agents  but  opium  and  alcohol.'* 

The  report  on  Morbus  Coxarvus,  or  Hip  Disease,  by  Lewis  A.  Sayre, 
M.D.,  of  New  York  city,  is  a  lengthy  one,  occupying  nearly  one  hun- 
dred pages  of  the  volume  before  us  ;  but  we  believe  it  will  be  yeiy 
extensively  read.    It  is  very  valuable,  and  will  repay  many  times 
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o^er  the  cost  of  tbe  Transactions.  This  report  gives  the  result  of  Dr. 
Sajre's  experience  in  the  treatment  of  these  hip-disease  cases,  with 
resQlts  that  indicate  that  we  are  progressing  in  our  knowledge  of  these 
▼exed  affections.  The  apparatus  of  Dr.  Davis,  the  wire  splints  of 
Dr.  Baoer,  as  well  as  many  other  mechanical  contrivances  for  the 
treatment  of  these  cases,  are  gpivcn  in  careful  detf^il.  Of  course,  we 
can  not,  with  any  justice  to  so  extended  a  paper,  make  ail^  satisfactory 
inalysis  of  its  contents. 

The  section  of  practical  medicine  presents  several  reports  of  im- 
portance. The  first  is  on  the  Influence  of  Alcoholic  Drinks  on  the 
Development  and  Progress  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  by  N.  S.  Da- 
ns, M.D.,  of  Chicago.  The  point  of  this  paper  is  to  demonstrate  that 
alcohol  is,  first,  no  prophylactic  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and,  second, 
that  the  apparent  salutary  effects  of  alcohol  in  the  treatment  of  estab- 
lished tuberculosis  are  apparent,  not  real — are  transient,  not  permanent. 
Dr.  Davis  is  an  ultraist  on  this  question,  and  we  are  satisfied  tlie/>re#- 
fif  experience  and  opinions  of  the  mass  of  the  profession  do  not  coin- 
cide with  those  presented  by  him.     His  conclusions  arc  as  follows  : 

**  Ist.  That  the  development  of  tubercular  diseases  is  facilitated  by 
•n  those  agents  and  influences,  whether  climatic  or  hygienic,  which 
directly  or  indirectly  impair  or  retard  the  metamorphosis  of  the  oi*gan- 
ised  structures,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  organized  structuies. 

*'  2d.  That  observations  and  carefully  devised  experiments  both  show 
that  the  presence  of  alcohol  in  the  human  system,  notwithstanding  its 
temporary  exhilaration  of  the  cerebral  functions,  positively  retard  both 
metamorphosis  and  elimination. 

"dd.  lluit  neither  the  action  of  alcoholic  stimulants  on  the  human 
body,  nor  the  actual  results  of  experience,  furnish  any  evidence  that 
tfaew  stimulants  are  capable  of  either  preventing  or  retarding  the  de- 
velopment of  tuWrcular  phthisis." 

A  Report  on  the  Education  of  Imbecile  and  Idiotic  Children,  by  H. 
P.  Avers,  M.D.,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  is,  next,  an  interesting  r^sum^ 
Off  the  whole  subject. 

The  report  on  Inebriate  Asylums,  by  C.  McDermont,  M.D.,  of  Day- 
ton, O.,  is  brief,  but  to  the  point ;  and  as  this  new  movement  is  just 
now  attracting  the  general  attention  of  the  public  and  of  the  profee- 
•ion,  the  suggestions  of  the  report  will  prove  well  timed. 

Dr.  Reese  follows  in  a  carefully  prepared  report  on  Medical  Edncft- 
tion.  It  is  an  excellent  report,  as  we  have  heretofore  taken  occasion 
to  say.  The  suggestions  which  look  to  a  reform  in  teaching  and  con- 
ferring degrees  are  worthy  of  more  than  a  passing  thought  and  com- 
idation. 

The  remainder  of  the  volome  is  oocopied  with  reports  on  UodioA 
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Literature,  by  D.  F.  Wright,  M.D.,  of  Nashville,  Medical  Necrology, 
by  C.  C.  Cox,  A.M.,  M.D.,  of  Maryland ;  as  also  we  find  the  plan  of 
organization  of  the  Association,  the  code  of  ethics,  officers  and  per- 
manent members. 

We  must  express  our  regret  that  the  good  results  to  be  obtained  by 
publishing  the  Transactions  of  the  Association  are  in  great  measure 
lost  by  the  tardy  appearance  of  the  volume. 


The  Tnstitutea  of  Medicine.  By  Martyn  Paine,  A.M.,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Profesaor  of 
the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Mcdica  in  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  member  of  many  learned  societies,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Sixth  edi- 
tion.   New  York:  Harper  &  Brothers,  publishers.     1860. 

For  the  genius  of  Martyn  Paine  we  entertain  sentiments  of  the  sin- 
cerest  admiration.  He  is  one  of  the  earnest  men  of  this  age  and  conn- 
try.  Whatever  ho  believes  and  teaches,  he  maintains  with  his  might 
and  as  a  brave  champion  for  right  and  truth.  All  these  qualities  of 
the  man  are  manifested  in  his  great  work  on  the  Institutes  of  Medi- 
cine. Some  years  ago  we  took  occasion  in  this  journal  to  give  a 
somewhat  careful  review  of  the  work  before  us,  as  also  of  the  general 
writings  of  Prof.  Paine ;  and  since  that  time  we  have  had  occasion 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  at  least  one  new  edition  of 
the  Institutes  before  the  present.  It  seems  scarcely  necessary  for  ns 
to  enter  into  any  fresh  analysis  of  the  work  at  this  time.  We  will 
only  say  that  the  hand  of  the  author  has  still  been  at  work  in  perfect- 
ing the  edition  that  is  now  sent  forth.  A  large  number  of  fresh  re- 
ferences Are  added  to  previous  editions,  and  minor  errors  which  had 
crept  in  are  carefully  expurgated.  We  wish  our  readers  would  buy 
this  book,  and  make  a  careful  study  of  its  storehouse  of  knowledge 
and  doctrine  :  they  will  be  the  stronger  for  such  wholesome  aliment. 

For  sale  by  Rickc}*  &  CaiToll,  Cincinnati.     Price  84. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Mechanical  Dentistry.  By  Joseph  Richardson,  D.D.8^ 
M.D.,  Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry  in  the  Ohio  College  of  Dental  Sur- 
gery. With  one  hundred  and  ten  illustrations.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay  & 
Blakiston.    1800. 

Although  this  volume  on  Mechanical  Dentistry,  by  Prof.  Richardson, 
is  not  strictly  a  medical  work,  yet  as  pertaining  to  a  kindred  science 
we  find  gitmt  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  its 
merits.  We  find,  too,  a  degree  of  Western  pride  in  the  evident  high 
character  which  belongs  to  this  book.  The  care  of  the  teeth  is  a  part 
of  dentistry  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  regular  medical  profession 
are  still  called  upon  to  consider  and  assume.     The  extracting  of  teetlu 
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•dTice  for  the  health  of  teeth,  and,  indeed,  much  of  the  meehanica} 
details  of  the  dentist  proper,  are  frequently  imposed  upon  the  country 
physician  ;  so  that  he  must  take  some  interest  in  this  kindred  profes- 
sion, whether  pleasant  to  him  or  unpleasant.  We  have  often  thought, 
in  view  of  this  necessity,  that  some  experienced  practical  dentist 
might  prepare  a  very  useful  manual,  giving  instruction  to  physicians 
upon  these  common  mechanical  requirements  of  dentistiy,  which  so 
often  come  within  the  purview  of  the  physician. 

The  volume  before  us,  however,  is  preeminently  a  work  for  the  prac- 
tical dentist  alone  :  it  treats  of  those  matters  which  belong  to  the 
laboratory  of  the  working  dentist.  It  treats  of  furnaces,  blow-pipes, 
ind  crucibles  of  the  laboratory — of  the  metallurgy  of  the  laboratory. 
It  treats  of  artificial  dentures  ;  plaster  models ;  metalic  dies  ;  pivot 
teeth ;  supports  and  attachments  of  dentures  ;  artificial  teeth ;  porce- 
lain block  teeth ;  vulcanic  base ;  defects  of  palatal  organs,  and  their 
treatment, — besides  a  lai^  number  of  kindred  topics  which  we  have 
not  even  taken  the  time  to  enumerate. 

Messrs.  Lindsay  <S?  Blakiston  have  done  their  part  of  the  work  as 
poblishers  in  most  excellent  taste  and  style.  We  notice  the  printing, 
paper,  and  copious  wood-cut  illustrations  as  very  excellent  and  attrac- 
tive.    We  have  no  doubt  this  book  will  meet  with  a  large  demand. 

For  sale  by  Rickey  <fe  Carroll,  Cincinnati.     Price  83.25. 


Dipktkeria:  iU  Xatttrr  and  Treatmmt ;  with  an  account  of  the  history  of  its  prev- 
aleoee  in  various  countricp.     By  Daniel  Dknison  Slade,  M.D.     Being  the 
dissertation  to  which  the  Fiskc  Fund  Prize  was  awarded,  July  11,  1860 
Pkilodelphia :  Blanchtrd  &  Lea.    1801. 

This  valuable  prize  essay,  on  a  disease  which  is  at  present  attract- 
ing so  large  a  share  of  professional  attention,  was  first  published  in 
the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  January,  1S61,  and 
Irom  that  journal  this  little  book  is  a  reprint. 

In  the  hi.storical  portion  of  his  essay,  Dr.  Slade  has  gone  back  to 
t  ittrting- point  almost  fifteen  hundred  years  ago,  tracing  up  from  that 
time  to  the  present  epidemics  that  seem  to  have  been  of  a  diphtheritic 
<Uncter. 

He  considers  the  disease  a  specific  bloo<l  disease  ;  that  its  diagnosUe 
fcttun?  is  the  peculiar  membranous  exudation  ;  and  that  it  is  propa- 
ft^l  hy  infection  and  contagion. 

Ilk  the  treatmcKt  he  places  great  stress  upon  hygienic  measures  and 
•'ipporting  remedies.  Quinine,  mur.  tinct.  of  iron,  chlorate  of  pot- 
''^  beef  tea,  and,  in  some  cases,  brandy,  are  the  prominent  TCined\%^ 
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advised.  The  author  is  amongst  those  who  discard  nitrate  of  silTor 
as  a  topical  application,  except  it  he  early  in  the  disease.  He  giTVS 
the  preference  to  the  mur.  tinct.  of  iron,  applied  hy  means  of  a  sponge* 
or  diluted  with  water  and  used  as  a  gargle. 

The  fact  that  the  trnsteos  of  the  Fiske  Fund  have  so  fully  endorsed 
the  nieiit  of  this  essay,  obviates  the  necessity  of  any  particular  com- 
mendation  on  our  part ;  we  therefore  only  add  that  it  is  evidently  ex* 
haustive  of  the  subject,  so  far  as  the  investigations  of  our  day  hm^e 
gone. 

Ecceived  through  the  courtesy  of  Greorge  Blanchard,  Cincinnati. 


On  Diabetes,  and  itt  Sueces^ftd  TreatmerU.    By  John  M.  Camplin,  M.D^  F. 
From  tho  second  London  edition.    New  York :  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood.     1861. 

This  little  book  is  simply  a  narrative  of  the  personal  experience  of 
the  author,  who,  having  labored  under  diabetes  himself,  gives  the  de* 
tails  of  the  principles  and  treatment  which  with  him  led  to  recovery. 
The  book  is  originally  a  communication  to  the  Royal  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Society  of  London,  and  was  published  in  the  Transactione 
of  that  body,  from  which  also  this  is  a  reprint. 

The  especial  plan  of  treatment  which  in  the  personal  history  of  Dr. 
Gamplin  proved  so  successful,  was  a  peculiar  sort  of  bran  bread, 
which  foimed  his  almost  exclusive  diet.  He  says  that  he  had  entered 
upon  quite  a  variety  of  dietetic  arrangements,  all  of  which  had  been 
apparently  without  any  effect  or  impression  on  the  disease ;  and  thaty 
finally,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Prout,  he  adopted  this  peculiar  **  bran 
cake,"  which  for  a  long  time  made  up  his  diet,  in  connection  with 
meat  and  vegetables.  The  adoption  of  this  diet  effected  a  complete 
cure.  As  a  sort  of  appendix  to  the  book,  die  author  relates  the  treat- 
ment of  several  other  cases  upon  the  same  general  principles  and  man- 
agement, with  like  good  results. 

This  little  volume  is  a  very  interesting  one  ;  and  others  that  we 
know  have  acted  upon  these  suggestions  with  advantage. 

For  sale  by  Rickey  <fe  Carroll,  Cincinnati.     Price  50  ct«. 


Bellemie  Hospital  College, — We  notice  by  the  New  York  Mediad 
Times  that  an  act  has  passed  the  Legislature  of  New  York  chartering 
the  Bellevue  College  Hospital.  It  is  the  design  of  the  Medical  Board 
of  Bellevue  Hospital  to  organize  a  medical  school  in  immediate  ooa- 
nection  with  that  institution. 

Humboldi's  Library  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Henry  Stevens,  of 
London,  who  is  about  to  sell  it  at  auction. 
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Philip  Syng  Phynck. — From  the  recent  work  on  American  Medical 
Biognphy,  by  Dr.  Gross,  we  gather  some  points  in  the  history  of 
th  fitber  of  American  Surgery  that  may  be  of  interest  to  onr  readers, 
by  wty  of  recalling  the  memory  of  so  great  and  good  a  man.  Dr. 
Pk?»ick  was  bom  in  Philadelphia  the  7th  of  July,  1768,  and  died  on 
tbe  15th  of  December,  1837,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

Dr.  Adam  Knhn  was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Botany  in  tbe  Philadelphia  Medical  College  the  same  year  in  which  Dr. 
HiTidck  was  bom,  and  subsequently  young  Physick  made  his  meiiical 
popilige  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Kuhn.  To  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
ngirding  Physick  as  the  great  and  successful  surgeon,  it  will  appear 
■omewhat  singular  that,  originally,  he  had  a  decided  aversion  to  the 
■tody  of  this  profession,  and  that,  when  first  taken  by  his  father  to 
vitoest  tbe  amputation  of  a  limb,  in  tlie  amphitheatre  of  the  Hospital, 
k  WW  obliged  to  l)e  removed,  from  ihb  fact  of  his  almost  fainting. 

After  lemaining  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Kuhn  about  three  years,  and 
dviDg  this  time  listening  to  the  lectures  of  the  faculty  of  the  Phila- 
^phift  College  of  Medicine,  young  Physick  went  to  London  in  1789, 
^  was  placcil  under  the  carc  of  John  Hunter,  becoming  at  once  a 
■t^ber  of  his  family,  thus  receiving  his  constant  teaching,  and  avail- 
ttg  himself  more  directly  of  the  advantages  of  8t.  George's  Hospital, 
rf  which  Hunter  was  Surgeon. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  the  father  of  Physick,  what  books  his  son 
•Willi  require,  Hunter  conducted  them  to  the  dissecting  room,  and 
P^tiDg  to  sevei-al  bodies,  remarked :  ''  These  are  the  books  which 
your  Ron  will  learn  under  my  direction  ;  the  others  are  fit  for  very 
little.'* 

li  ift  very  evident  that  Physick  early  became  a  decided  favorite  with 
■iQQter,  Ko  muih  so  that  only  one  year  after  his  arrival  in  London  he 
''^i^eii  the  appointment  to  a  vacancy  in  the  Hospital  as  House  Sur- 
J*^.  through  the  influence  of  Hunter.  This  high  proof  of  confidence, 
***ne  part  of  3Ir.  Hunter,  for  his  American  pupil,  was  rendered  com- 
K"^  when  some  time  Kubse<)ucntly  he  inviteil  him  to  take  up  his  resi- 
^^^  with  him,  and  share  his  professional  business.  Had  Physick 
*^^*P^  this  tempting  ofler,  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  brilliant  success. 
^Ppily  for  American  Surgery,  he  was  determined  to  make  his  native 
^  ^  fidd  of  his  professional  efforts  and  triumphs.     Dr.  Physick 
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returned  to  America  in  September,  1792,  in  tbe  25th  year  of  his  age, 
and  after  having  devoted  eight  years  to  his  medical  studies. 

With  such  antecedents,  it  could  scarcely  happen  otherwise  than  that 
Physick  should  rise  rapidly  in  professional  position.  In  1794  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  surgeons  of  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

The  years  1793  and  1798  are  memorable  in  the  history  of  Phila- 
delphia for  the  scourge  of  yellow  fever  which  visited  that  city  in  those 
years.  And  amongst  the  most  prominent  points  in  the  life  of  Physick 
were  the  active  part  ho  played,  and  the  invaluable  services  rendered 
during  its  prevalence.  So  marked  is  this  period  of  his  professional 
career  that  at  the  conclusion  of  his  voluntary  duties  at  Bush  Hill  Hos- 
pital, the  board  of  managers  presented  him  with  several  pieces  of 
plate,  valued  at  mora  than  a  thousand  dollars,  with  appropriate  in- 
scriptions. 

In  the  year  1800  Physick  commenced  giving  a  private  course  of 
lectures  on  Surgery,  the  lectures  on  Surgery  in  the  University  at  that 
time  being  given  by  the  professor  of  Anatomy  and  Midwifery.  In 
1805  a  separate  chair  of  Surgery  was  established,  and  Dr.  Physii^ 
was  appointed  to  fill  its  duties. 

It  is  said  that  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Physick  were  "  carefully  prepared 
and  written  out."  Indeed,  he  was  opposed  to  "extemporaneous 
lecturing,  alleging  that  no  man  had  a  right  to  place  so  much  confidence 
in  his  memory  as  would  be  implied  by  this  practice,  when  treating  of 
scientific  subjects."  Although  not  ornamental  or  elegant  in  his  style, 
yet  there  was  such  a  complete  mastery  of  his  subject  as  to  render  him 
very  impressive  in  his  manner. 

What  a  gallaxy  of  great  names  were  associated  with  Physick  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania :  Wister,  Rush,  Shippen,  whose 
death  made  way  for  James,  Barton  the  elder ;  Chapman,  Coxe  and 
Hare,  coming  on  to  the  stage  still  before  his  death. 

During  the  quarter  of  a  century  succeeding  the  election  of  Physid^ 
to  the  chair  of  Surgery,  in  1800,  he  was  the  recognized  chief  of  the 
surgeons  of  Philadelphia,  and  few  in  America  contested  with  him 
this  high  position. 

We  might  continue  these  brief  notices  to  considerable  length,  multi- 
plying the  incidents  of  the  latter  days  of  Physick's  professional  life. 
We  only  add  a  few  :  In  1819  he  very  unwisely  allowed  himself  to 
be  transferred  from  the  chair  of  Surgery  to  that  of  Anatomy — from  a 
position  whci-c  he  had  no  superior  to  one  whei-e  he  did  not  particnlarly 
excell.  He  continued  to  fill  this  position  for  twelve  years — that  is, 
until  1831.     Thereafter  he  withdrew  from  all  public  teaching.     Many 
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eomplimenUry  appointments  continued  to  be  bestowed  npon  Physick. 
Among  these  he  held  the  office  of  president  of  the  Philadelphia  Medi- 
ettl  Societj,  from  1824  np  to  his  death  in  1837. 

We  have  not  the  time,  nor  is  this  the  proper  place,  to  dwell  at  anj 
l^ater  length  upon  the  life  and  character  of  Dr.  Philip  Syng  Physick. 
To  those  who  have  possibly  had  a  renewal  of  interest  in  the  memory 
of  thia  great  American  Surgeon,  we  direct  attention  to  the  work,  by 
Dr.  Gross,  already  named,  the  memoir  being  prepared  for  the  book  by 
Dr.  John  Bell,  at  one  time  professor  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
BOW  a  practitioner  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 


n^  Commercial  Hospital  of  Cincinnati. — We  are  happy  in  an- 
noonciDg  to  our  readers  that  the  bill  before  the  Legislature  reorganiz- 
ing this  hospital  has  become  a  law.     For  the  future,  it  will  be  under 
Uie  management  of  a  board  of  seven  trustees,  who  are  to  serve  with- 
out pay.     Two  of  them  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Superior  Court, 
two  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  one  by  the  Governor,  and  the 
Mayor  and  oldest  member  of  the  Board  of  City  Infirmary  are  to  con- 
stitute the  other  two.     This  Board  ha^  power  to  discharge  the  present 
ttedical  staff  at  pleasure,  and  appoint  whom  they  may  please.     The 
•gly  monopoly  which  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  has  so  long  exer- 
cised orer  the  hospital,  and  so  detrimental  to  medical  teaching,  has  at 
W  been  broken  np.     Dr.  Drake  began  an  active  opposition,  in  1837, 
igiinst  the  monopoly  exercised  by  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and 
•owwe  live  to  see  it  successful.     We  hope  the  new  Board  will  take  a 
l^rgtt  snd  liberal  view  of  the  interests  of  the  hospital  and  medical 
^biog  in  this  city,  and  appoint  good  men  on  the  staff  of  the  hospi- 
^'   The  law  is  not  all  that  was  desired,  and  unless  the  hospital  ser- 
'^  ii  rendcre<l  by  men  unconnected  with  the  College,  further  legisla- 
"Oa  will  be  sought  for  to  amend  it.     The  object  and  the  wish  is  to 
■•»«  the  hospital  organized  with  a  corps  of  surgeons  and  physicians 
••H  qualified  in  every  respect,  who  have  time  sufficient  to  devote  to  it. 
"•t  the  Faculty  of  the  College  have  not  time  to  do  duty  in  the  hos- 
prt*I,  is  Well  known  to  every  man  in  the  city  who  knows  anything  of 
^two  institutions  ;  if  it  had,  it  would  be  gross  injustice  to  a  number 
^QeritoriouH  men  in  the  city  to  exclude  them. 

We  shall  urge  on  the  new  Board  the  caiTying  out  of  this  idea  in 
^r appointments.  We  shall  still  further  urge  on  them  the  necessity 
^  luving  clinical  lectures  delivered  daily  in  the  hospital,  Sunday  and 
^  kot  months  excepted.  In  making  these  needed  refonns,  we  shall 
*>9ttt  soon  to  see  a  new  building,  and  a  large  number  of  medical  «ia- 
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dents  to  take  advantages  of  the  excellent  opportanitieB  of  leaming 
clinical  medicine.  Instead  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  losing 
anything  by  having  its  privileges  curtailed  in  the  hospital,  we  think 
it  will  gain  much  in  influence  and  students.  At  any  rate,  we  be- 
lieve that  all  tliose  who  have  been  active  in  procuring  the  passage  of 
the  law  reorganizing  the  hospital  have  not  had  the  most  remote  idea 
of  injuring  the  College.     The  new  law  will  go  into  force  May  1st. 

Cincinnati  Academy  of  Medicine, — The  annual  election  of  officen 
of  the  Academy  took  place  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  March.  Dr. 
John  F.  White  was  reelected  President ;  Dr.  S.  O.  Almy,  first  Vice 
President ;  Dr.  H.  E.  Foote,  second  Vice  President ;  Dr.  C.  T.  Simp- 
son, Recording  Secretary ;  Dr.  W.  T.  Brown,  Corresponding  Secie- 
tary  ;  Dr.  W.  H.  Taylor,  Treasui-er ;  and  Dr.  R.  R.  Mcllvaine,  Labm- 
rian. 


Medical  College  of  Ohio. — ^The  annual  commencement  and  confer- 
ring of  degrees  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  took  place  in  the  Col- 
lege edifice  Monday  evening,  March  4th.  The  address  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  of  Tiiistees,  with  the  conferring  of  diplomas,  was  by  Fla- 
men  Ball,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board.  Prof.  Hibberd  delivered  the 
valedictory. 

The  following  gentlemen  received  the  dcgi-ee  of  Doctor  of  Medicine: 
Andrew  Baxter,  Cincinnati ;  J.  H.  Buckner,  Covington,  Ky. ;  Henrj 
Evorsmann,  Kutopolis,  III. ;  J.  S.  Kinsey,  Di-esden,  O. ;  J.  B.  John- 
ston, Montgomery,  O. ;  J.  S.  Ferguson,  Oxford,  O. ;  Thomas  J. 
Karber,  Cheviot,  O. ;  L.  B.  Abney,  Elizaville,  Ky. ;  Thomas  Mc- 
Millan, Milford,  Ky. ;  Henry  W.  Turner,  Cincinnati ;  N.  S.  Richard- 
son, Lebanon,  O. ;  G.  A.  H.  Niodermeyer,  Cumminsville,  O. ;  Wil- 
liam S.  P.  Neil,  Verona,  Ky. ;  Joliif  P.  White,  Cincinnati :  Henry 
Plummer,  Poplar  Plains,  Ky. ;  George  W.  Garver,  Hamilton,  C; 
J.  B.  Kniffin,  Crittenden,  Ky.  ;  Charles  Mann,  Crittenden,  Ky.  ;  H. 
A.  Langdon,  Columbia,  O. ;  Alex.  Ingram,  Cincinnati ;  J.  T.  Cating, 
Gallipolis,  O. ;  D.  W.  Taylor,  Jalopa,  Ind. ;  A.  B.  Taylor,  Wawpe- 
kong,  Ind. ;  Henry  T.  Lacey,  Newark,  O. 

Dr.  H.  S.  Conklin,  President  of  the  Ohio  State  Society,  with  Drs. 
Kincaid,  McMeens,  Dorsey,  and  Bonner,  were  pi-esent  during  the  ex- 
aminations of  .the  candidates,  as  we  understand,  by  invitation  of  the 
Faculty  of  the  College.  A  handsome  entertainment  was  given  by  the 
Faculty,  at  the  residence  of  Prof.  Blackman,  to  the  graduates  and 
many  invited  guests. 
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Okie  StaU  Medical  Society, — It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter 
from  Dr.  Daw8on  that  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
Socict  J  ifl  changed  from  the  11th  to  the  25th  of  Jnne  : 

Cincinnati,  March  25th,  1861. 

Me(»«B8.  Editors  : — I  have  been  directed  by  the  President,  Dr.  H. 
S.  Conklin,  to  announce,  through  the  medical  journalH  of  the  State, 
that  the  officers  and  the  Executive  Committee  have  changed  the  time 
of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  from  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  (the  11th)  to  the  fourth  Tuesday  (the  25th)  of  June.  I 
^ve  also  been  directed  to  state  the  following  as  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced the  change :  1st.  The  American  Medical  Association  meets 
this  year  in  Chicago  in  the  early  part  of  June, — hence,  it  would  be 
next  to  impossible  for  gentlemen  to  attend  that  meeting  and  our  State 
Society  on  the  11th;  2nd.  Owing  to  some  improvements  which  the 
proprietor,  Mr.  Wilson,  is  making  at  the  Ohio  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
It  would  be  inconvenient  for  him  to  entertain  the  Society  before  the 
»Ch. 

An  official  announcement  by  a  circular  to  each  member  will  be  made 
is  ft  few  -da vs. 

Respectfully,  W.  W.  Dawson,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

AnUker  Medical  Journal  Deceased. — The  Georgia  Medical  and  Surg- 
wi/  Encyclopedia  closes  its  existence  after  a  brief  life  of  eight  months 
In  our  last  we  had  occasion  to  notice  the  untimely  death  by  starvation 
of  the  Lofii4fville  Medical  Xews.  The  fate  of  this  journal,  too,  might 
Mcaito  "point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  tale,"  but  it  is  useless  to  make 
^  ftpplication  :  it  is  still  the  same  story.  The  editors  in  their  vale- 
<fctory  state :  **  We  began  the  publication  of  the  £ncycloj)edia  with  a 
l>*t  of  subscril>er8  (credit  ones,  mostly)  sufficiently  large,  had  they 
J'wpontie*!  to  carry  our  enterprise  through  its  first  volume."  But  as 
^^  who  ha«l  the  chief  benefit  of  the  publication  failed  to  meet  its  lia- 

Witiw        well,  they  "reluctantly  sus|>end  its  publication.**     We  say 

• 

*  >•  vonecessary  to  make  the  application  of  these  frequently  recurring 

• 

J^'iniftliKtic  htstones  ;  for,  despite  the  moral  they  teach,  there  are  nev- 
•thelfnn  faundre<ls  of  deluded  individuals  all  over  the  country  who 
'^y  that  me<iical  editors  are  the  happiest  dogs  in  existence — free 
^^^  care — all  their  subscrilKjrs,  of  course,  pay  in  advance  ;  and  that 
**y  hivo  a  >ro<Mi  time  generally.  We  don't  think  there  is  any  cure 
lOTMirh  fallacies  but  to  indulge  in  tlie  little  bit  of  expensive  pastime 
^  (publishing  a  new  journal. 

•^fir  PMicaUons. — Blanchard  ^  Lea  have  published  a  new  edition 
^  ^Alton's  Physiology,  which  will  be  noticed  in  due  time  ;  also,  the 
home  has  just  issued  an  edition  of  Lyons  on  Fever. 
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The  American  Medical  Association  will  hold  its  fourteenth  annual 
meeting  in  Metropolitan  Hall,  city  of  Chicago,  on  the  Jirst  Tuesdaif 
in  June  next.  Each  regularly  organ ize<l  medical  Hocicty  is  entitled  to 
send  one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  members  ;  and  each  medical  col- 
lege is  entitled  to  two  delegates.  The  names  of  delegates  should  bo 
forwarded,  as  soon  after  their  appointment  as  possible,  to  Dr.  H.  A. 
Johnson,  Assistant  Secretary,  Chicago,  111. 


Drs,  Sheets  and  Gibbs — their  Controversy, — We  have  published 
commnnications  from  both  these  gentlemen,  and  in  strict  justice  owe  it 
to  Dr.  Sheets  to  make  a  reply  to  the  last  article  from  Dr.  Gibbs ;  and  we 
have  rcceived  from  Dr.  Sheets  a  communication  accordingly  ;  but  we 
have  appealed  to  his  generosity  to  permit  the  matter  to  drop  as  it 
stands — feeling,  as  we  do,  that  no  useful  purpose  can  be  subserved  in 
a  controversy  wherein  parties  are  waxing  warm  beyond  the  propi-ieties 
and  amenities  of  professional  courtesy,  and  in  which  very  few  beyond 
the  parties  engaged  feel  any  real  interest. 


Homoiopalhic  Confession  of  Faith, — We  clip  the  following  signifi- 
cant item  from  a  recent  number  of  the  Afnerican  Medical  Times : 

The  UomtTjopathic  College  of  this  city  recently  held  its  commence- 
ment, on  which  occasion  the  president  gave  the  following  significant 
charge  to  the  graduates.  We  need  no  other  proof  of  the  worthlesitneia 
of  the  system  which  these  young  men  are  now  deemed  qualified  to 
practice  :  **  You  need  not  stick  alone  to  Homoeopathy  :  if  that  will 
not  cure,  try  Allopathy.  If  Allopathy  fails,  try  Hydropathy ;  and 
if  you  are  not  then  successful,  adopt  Spiritualism,  or  any  other  earn* 
tive  means  that  may  be  at  hand." 

Professorial  Changes. — We  sec  it  stated  in  the  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  journals  that  several  changes  are  nimored  in  the  Phila- 
delphia schools.  Amongst  these.  Prof.  Meigs,  so  long  connected  with 
the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  resigns  at  the  close  of  this  past  session. 
Already  quite  a  list  of  candidates  are  named  for  this  vacancy.  It 
seems  generally  conceded  that  the  appointment  will  be  conferred  on 
some  Philadelphian,  but  we  observe  several  prominent  names  at  a  dis- 
tance mentioned  for  this  place ;  of  these  we  note  Dr.  ^filler,  of  Louis- 
ville, and  our  old  friend  and  classmate.  Prof.  Byford,  of  Chicago. 


— The  venerable  Prof.  Mott  is  appointed,  by  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine,  the  biographer  of  the  recently  deceased  Dr.  John  W. 
Francis. 
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Cincinnati  Summer  School  of  Mcdichie. — ^This  school  was  opened 
to  A  large  clabs  on  Monday  evening,  March  11,  b^  an  introductory 
lecture  fnjm  Dr.  W.  II.  McReynoldK.  The  lecture  was  well  written, 
■nd  did  great  credit  to  the  author. 


Hospital  Appointments  in  Cincinnati. — Drs.  Andrew  Baxter,  Henry 
Ererfrinann,  and  Thos.  J.  Karber  wore  appointed  by  the  Faculty  of 
the  Meiiical  College  of  Ohio  as  Resilient  Physicians  to  the  Commer- 
cial Hospital  for  the  ensuing  year.  Dr.  Tliomas  McMillan  was  ap- 
pointed Re>ident  Physician  to  ??t.  Jolin's  Hospital,  on  Third  street. 


Univfrsity  of  Xashuille,  Medical  Department. — At  the  close  of  the 
lectnrefe!  of  this  prosperous  medical  school,  the  degree  of  M.D.  was 
conferred  on  one  hundred  and  forty -one  gentlemen  of  the  graduating 
dies. 

St.  Lf/uis  Medical  College  held  its  annual  commencement  on  the 
ewiing  of  February  22,  when  the  degive  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on 
ifty-two  graduates,  five  of  whom  were  ad  ettndem.  The  valedictory 
%ii  delivered  by  Prof.  C.  W.  Stevens. 

The  Jtfftrson  Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  at  its  recent  com- 
Mnk-emeiit  gniduatcil  a  class  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six.  The  list 
cf  nairicDlants  this  year  was  four  hundred  and  forty-six. 

The  matriculants  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
ftnMsylrania  numheixxl  four  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  the  graduating 
A*i  was  one  hundred  and  seventy-five.  From  this  it  would  appear 
Mil  the  puliticnl  troubles  of  the  year  have  not  very  materially  detracted 
"Om  the  proMigc  of  this  ancient  scat  of  medical  leaming. 

(Ajimm^n^ewfnt  of  Xew  York  University  Medical  dMeyc  was  held  on 
Moodiy  ovtMiing.  March  4th,  when  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred 
*  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  graduates,  with  six  additional  nicm- 
■*»  ptshing  a  sucix»ssful  examination  from  whom  the  degree  was 
•«bW.l  as  they  ha»l  not  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one.  In  the 
■»w»l  of  ni<><lals  the  Mott  medals  were  awarde<l,  the  one  of  gold  to 
^■gtiie  S.  <  )lcott,  of  New  York,  for  the  best  dried  anatomical  prcpa- 
•■tiuii,  the  bronze  medal  to  M.  J.  Mosos,  of  (ieorgia,  for  the  lK?8t  ro- 
^^sA  Piof.  M«»tt's  clinical  instructions,  llie  Metcalf  prizes,  for  the 
**olK;»t  loporth  of  the  Professors*  clinics,  were  awarded  to  Wm.  R. 
■•.M'^n  and  Alex.  U.  Gebbie.  The  Van  lUiron  prizes,  two  cases  of 
•Mninients,  were  awarded  to  John  D.  Murphy  and  \Vm.  R.  Reypen. 
'^-  Post  addressed  the  graduating  class.  The  matriculants  for  the 
ion  nambered  foar  hundred  and  twenty. 
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TratUMtiont  of  the  American  Sltdieat  Atao 
informatioo  may  be  of  service  to  some  of  our 

"The  Tranaactiona  for  1860,  vol.  xiii.,  ai-e  puUHJ 
for  delivery.     Should  you  dejiire  a  copy,  ple« 
to  the  addrasB  of  Dr.  Caspar  Wiater,  Treasiir 
Aasociation.  No,  1308   Arch  etreet,  Philadelphia. 
OII8  methods  by  which  the  volume  may  be  ^cnt,  yam 
which  you  prefer.     If  by  mail,  please  forward  anct^ 
po8t-o£Boo  stamps,  that  your  postage  may  be  prepu 
volumes  are  for  sale  :    Proceedings  of  the  Meeting] 
50  cents.     (Vols,  i.,  ii.,  iii,,  and  iv.  are  out  of  pritfT 
viii.,    itnd  ix.,  if  lakcn  collectively,  85  for  the  ni 
apiece;  vol.    vi.,  at  82;  vol.  x.,  at  82;  vol.  xi.,at8^ 
to!,  xiii.,  at  83." 

A  Double  Prticnptwn. — A  gentleman  wrote  t 
the  following  note: 

"  Dear  Doctor — I  conght  cold  yesterday,  and  have  gl 
Please  to  write  what  I  shall  do  for  them. 

"  Dear  P. — For  the  cold,  take  half  of  a  pound  oH 
For  the  little  horse,  buy  a  saddle  and  bridle,  and  ride  h" 
the  first  time  we  have  pleasant  weather.  Yoi 

"  P.  S. — Who  taught  you  to  spell  ?" 

The  New  Orieam  Mrdkal  Timts  is  the   anccessor  to] 
Ne>M  and  Hospital  Oazelie.     No.  1  of  thia  r 
edited  by  Anthony  Peniston,  M.D.     It  is  in   appearanot 
the  worthy  son  of  a  worthy  sire.     We  cordially  welcom 
ton  to  the  ranks  of  the  editorial  family. 

Communicaliont  ate  received  froiu  Dra.  MciMeens,  Wooun- 
Siy,  Morrison,  Chase,  and  Union  (Ind.)  Medical  Society,' 
receive  early  attention.  We  have  a  largi?  omouiil  of  vdiiu 
on  hand,  and  we  repeat  our  request  to  contributors  to  c 
Patience.  

Sickness  and  Death  in  the  family  of  one  of  the  editors  oft 
nal  sufficiently  explains  the  unusual  delay  in  its  publication  thi 

Assistant  Sni^on  Glover  Pciin  has  been  ordered  to  We 

Dr.  Ambrose  Tardiou  has  been  appointed  ConanltingF 

to  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  in  place  of  Dr.  Flenry, 

Some  months  since  we  mentioned  the  fact  that  Dr.  Bake 

city,  had  permitted  reports  of  his  operations  to  be  made  in  t 
neWBpepcra.     Ue  assures  us  we  were  mistaken,  and  that  tli 
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aUoded  to  was  made  without  his  knowledge.  He  says  he  supports  the 
code  of  ethics,  and  is  opposed  to  publishing  reports  of  his  cases  in  the 
papers.     We  are  very  glad  to  he  corrected.        , 

A  medical  hoard,  composed  of  Surgeons  Finley,  McDougal  and 

Dean,  will  meet  in  New  York,  May  Ist,  to  examine  candidates  for 
appointment  in  the  medical  staff  of  the  army.  Applicants  must  he 
between  twenty-one  and  twenty-five  years  of  age.  There  are  now 
three  racancies  in  the  medical  staff. 

Id  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Ricord,  the  death  of  Des- 

pna,  and  the  retirement  of  M.  Guersant,  the  surgical  services  of  the 
Parisian  hospitals  have  undergone  quite  a  change.  M.  Giraldes,  sur- 
geon to  the  Enfants  Assist^s,  has  heen  ordered  to  the  hospital  of  sick 
children  in  place  of  Guersant.  M.  Follin,  of  the  Central  Bureau,  has 
been  ordered  to  Salt-petri^re ;  M.  Depaul,  to  the  Enfants  Assist^s ; 
If.  Broca,  to  Bic^tre.  Every  American  who  has  attended  the  Clinique 
of  Guersant,  will  regret  his  retirement.  His  lectures  were  always 
iattnurtive  and  interesting. 

The    reception   of  Father   Lacordaire    into    the   Academy   of 

Bcienees,  Paris,  at  a  meeting  in  January,  drew  a  great  crowd.  The 
chamber  of  the  Academy  was  crowded  hy  the  elite,  all  the  distin- 
guished savans,  members  of  the  imperial  family,  including  the  Em- 
piesa.  Princess  Mathildc,  and  many  distinguished  foreigners.  He  is 
ihtB  first  monk  ever  elected  a  member  of  the  distinguished  body.  In 
tlie  words  of  a  correspondent,  "  It  was  a  strange  sight  to  see  the 
tribone  of  that  hall,  sacred  to  literature  and  science,  occupied  by  a  man 
clothed  in  a  white  woolen  frock,  with  sandals  on  his  feet,  the  top  of  his 
bead  shaved,  and  a  rope  suspended  from  his  girdle,  in  token  of  his 
lion  of  humanity  in  saving  the  lives  of  his  fellow-creatures.  It 
still  more  curious  to  see  that  man,  thus  clothcfl  in  the  simple 
babiliments  of  the  monk  of  Mount  St.  Bernard,  and  in  the  presence 
of  a  learned  assembly,  composed  mostly  of  the  elite  of  the  Legitimist 
pnrty,  stand  up  and  holdly  culogizd  the  democracy  and  the  institutions 
of  America,  to  the  derogation  of  the  democracy  and  the  institutions 
of  France,  and  of  Europe."  The  subject  of  Father  Lacordaire's 
•peech  was  the  life  and  character  of  De  Tocqueville.  He  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancv  of  the  latter,  who,  as  our  readers  are  well  aware, 
died  a  short  time  since. 

We  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  have  either  a 
sational  Academy  of  Sciences,  or  one  in  each  State,  which  .nhall  com- 
pmn  Carorably  with  that  of  I'aris,  embracing  the  learned  of  all  pro- 
fimions,  woriung  together  for  the  good  of  humanity. 
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The  Animal  Parasites  of  the  Human  Body. 

AN   ANNUAL   REPORT   BY   0.    A.    HARTMANN,   M.D.,   CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 

As  an  introductory  remark,  the  statement  may  be  sufficient,  that  in 
the  present  report  all  articles  published  in  this  country  and  touching 
the  subject  have  been  noticed,  as  far  as  they  were  accessible  to  the 
writer.  Some  of  the  southern,  and  both  the  California,  medical  jour- 
nals are  received  irregularly,  and  for  that  reason  some  information 
contained  in  them  has  possibly  escaped  notice. 

Without  following  a  strictly  scientific  classification,  it  is  thought 
most  convenient  to  treat  the  different  parasitic  animals  under  the  two 
general  heads  of  entozoa  and  epizoa. 

I.    ENTOZOA. 

1.  Ascarides. — A  correspondent  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surpi- 
col  Journal,  starting  from  the  fact  that  ''  thei*o  are  a  ve^  great  number 
of  individuals  who  are  tormented  by  these  animals,"  thinks  two  facts 
in  the  history  of  these  parasites  must  be  ascertained  ;  and  these  two 
facts  he  finds  nowhere  satisfactorily  told.  They  therefore  should  he 
the  special  objects  of  study  with  those  who  desire  to  investigate  this 
subject.  The  first  is  :  What  is  the  actual  seat  of  the  ascarides  ;  how 
high  up  in  the  intestines  do  they  live  and  breed  ?  Can  we  always 
reach  them  with  our  injections  ?  Are  the  ova  deposited  high  up,  and 
the  animals  developed  as  they  pass  down,  making  their  presence  known 
only  in  the  rectum  ?  or  do  they  live  and  breed,  and  are  developed  only 
in  the  rectum  ?  In  the  one  case,  remedies  applied  per  anum  can  only 
give  temporary  relief  by  removing  those  of  the  animals  which  are 
present  in  the  rectum  ;  but  if  they  do  live  and  breed  nowhere  else,  we 
have  to  investigate  why  it  is  that  remedies  are  in  so  many  cases  ineffi- 
cacious for  the  cure.  A  remedy  is  also  to  be  shown  which,  while  it 
is  destructive  to  the  ascarides,  is  at  the  same  time  harmless  as  regards 
the  intestinal  walls.  Does  the  thick  mucus  which  is  so  readily  thrown 
out  by  the  irritatijd  mucous  membrane  of  the  rectum  form  a  cover  or 
nidus  for  the  ova,  protecting  them  against  the  destnictive  influence  of 
injections  ?  Or,  again,  may  not  the  ova  of  the  animals  (if  their  ac- 
tual and  only  habitat  be  the  rectum)  be  deposited  beneath  those  large 
folds  of  mucous  membrane  which  encircle  the  lower  portion  of  it  in 
particular,  and  so  in  great  part  escape  altogether  the  action  of  in- 
jections, unless  when  large  quantities  are  thrown  into  the  gut,  80  as 
to  distend  it  completely  ?  Every  day  we  see  accounts  of  a  certain 
cure  for  ascarides  ;  but  the  fact  that  numbers  of  individuals  have  been 
all  their  lives  the  subjects  of  these  woims,  and  can  not  get  rid  of 
them,  proves  that  the  right  cui-e  is  yet  to  be  found. — Oinc.  Med.  and 
Surg,  News,  June  15th,  1860. 
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The  first  of  the  qncstions  hero  proposed  has  not  yet  been  attended 
to  ;  in  reply  to  the  other,  we  can  only  point  to  a  few  remedies  recom- 
mended by  European  authors,  but  mentioned  in  our  journals.  In  the 
Februarv  numl)er,  1860,  of  the  Lancet  and  Observer,  there  is  a  notice 
of  Dr.  Oomp^nat's  method,  consisting  in  a  simple  injection  of  water, 
with  from  five  to  twenty  drops  of  sulphuric  ether.  This  certainly 
does  produce  the  desired  effect,  at  the  same  time  rather  benefitting  the 
intestine  than  injuring  it. 

According  to  the  Bulletin  de  ThSrap.,  tome  56,  Dr.  Hervieux  found 
cmstor-oil  to  be  the  best  purgative :  it  always  evacnates  the  woims, 
giving  the  patient  a  truce  of  some  months.  When  the  oil  can  not  be 
taken,  the  daily  injection  of  cold  water  is  the  next  best  palliative. 
For  a  radical  cure,  Hervieux  admits  to  know  of  no  agent.  Mercurial 
ointment,  passed  in  upon  the  finger,  is  said  to  be  of  no  durable  effi- 
cacy. (In  contradiction  to  this  assertion,  Dr.  Bourgeois  has  stated, 
in  the  L'  Union  AOdic.,  70,  1859,  that  the  gray  ointment  had  never 
failed  in  bis  hands  during  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.)  Injections 
of  olive-oil,  of  snlphnret  of  potassium,  of  lime-water,  or  of  .corrosive 
anblimate,  have,  in  the  experience  of  Hervieux,  never  led  to  a  definite 
rare ;  and  he  thinks  in  some  cases  time  is  the  sole  agent  capable  of 
completely  destroying  these  helminth®. — North  Amer.  Med,-  Chir.  Rev,, 
Mav,  186ib. 

Dr.  R.  Wilbr.  Falconer,  during  the  past  eleven  years,  has  been  in 
tbe  habit  of  osing  dilute<l  phosphoric  acid,  with  infusion  of  quassia, 
in  cases  of  ascarides,  at  the  Bath  United  Hospital,  and  in  private 
practice ;  and  he  says  he  has  as  yet  no  reason  to  mistrust  its  efficacy. 
Amer,  DrUgffiM9*  Circ,  Feb.,  1860. 

ITie  following  formula  is  furnished  by  Dr.  Wm.  Scofield,  of  Stam- 
foni.  Conn. :  Oil  of  turpentine  and  oil  of  pumpkin-seed,  of  each  half 
an  onnce  ;  mb  them  together  with  the  yolk  of  an  q^,  and  suspend 
tlie  whole  in  one  pint  of  water.  To  be  used  as  an  enema. — Hie 
Jomrm,  qfJfai,  Med.,  July,  1860. 

2.  Lmmbrici. — Against  them.  Dr.  Wm.  Scofield,  just  mentioned, 
recommends  (1.  c.)  a  cathartic  pill,  followetl  by  half  a  drachm  of  the 
fluid  extract  of  spigelia,  one  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract  of  senna,  and 
one  drachm  of  sulphuric  ether.  To  be  repeated,  if  necessaiy.  If 
there  be  much  ner>*ous  disorder,  in  children,  give  the  fluid  extract  of 
▼alerian,  in  proper  doses  ;  if  digestion  is  feeble,  the  chalybeate  prepa- 
rations. 

3.  Tmnia, — ^Two  cases  are  on  reconl,  in  both  of  which  po<lophyllin 
formed  one  of  the  remedies  employed  ;  in  the  one,  however,  that  agent 
waa  exhibited  only  as  ingredient  of  a  cathartic  pill,  the  oil  of  turpen- 
tine coming  in  as  vermifuge  proper;  and  in  the  other  case  so  many 
different  things  were  thrown  into  the  patient's  bowels  that  it  is  im- 
po««bible  to  hay  which  of  them  expelled  the  wonn.  Neither  of  these 
ca*es,  therefore,  proves  anything  in  reference  to  the  vermifuge  powers 
of  podophyllin. 

Ur.  D.  N.   Ferguson,  of  Carthage,  N.  Y.,  was  called  to  treat  a 
Miss  F.,  29  years  of  age,  who  had  long  suffej^  from  tape- worm,  and 

IT.— 16. 
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had  frequently  passed  pieces  of  it ;  amongst  them  one  seven  feet  long. 
The  first  day  he  sparingly  administered  some  meal  gmel,  giving  the 
next  morning  the  following  cathartic :  Pulv.  jalaps,  ext.  colocynth, 
of  each  six  grains  ;  podophyllin,  four  grains.  Make  into  nine  pills, — 
three  to  be  given  every  four  hours.  A  little  meal -gruel  in  the  evening. 
At  9  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  third  day  the  patient  took  one  fluid  ounce  of 
the  oil  of  turpentine,  followed,  three  hours  later,  by  one  and  a  half 
fluid  ounces  of  castor-oil.  At  4  o'clock  p.  m.  twenty -five  feet  of 
tcenia  lata  were  expelled. — Philad.  Med,  and  Surg,  Joum. 

Tlie  other  patient  is  described  by  Dr.  E.  C.  DePay,  of  Frecport, 
111.,  as  ''a  pale,  delicate  woman,  with  a  dark,  leaden  appearance  of 
the  contour  of  the  eyes  ;  aged  29  years ;  the  mother  of  two  children, 
the  youngest  five  years  old."  She  was  suflering  from  convnlsions, 
supposed  to  be  of  an  epileptic  character,  and  to  be  caused  by  some 
decayed  teeth.  The  latter  having  been  extracted,  the  woman  was  pnt 
upon  vegetable  bitters  and  iron.  Her  health  improved  somewhat,  out 
at  times  she  felt  very  nervous  ;  and  a  peculiar  sensation  about  the  jaws, 
running  ffom  them  down  to  the  neck,  did  not  abate.  Five  months 
afterwards  she  had  again  convulsions,  which  were  relieved  by  tincture 
of  gelseminum,  fluid  extract  of  Scutellaria,  and  chloric  ether,  in  equal 
parts,  teaspoon-doses,  and  chloric  ether  in  inhalations ;  also,  friction 
along  the  spinal  column,  with  some  caustic  liniment.  A  careful  ex- 
amination failed  to  reveal  the  cause  of  these  spasmodic  attacks.  Hie 
bowels  moved  regularly,  the  urine  appeared  healthy,  the  function  of 
the  womb  normal.  Prescription :  Hydrocyanate  of  iron,  extract  of 
hyoscyamus,  of  each  one  drachm, — to  be  made  with  mucilage  q.  s. 
into  one  hundred  and  twenty  pills,  one  of  which  should  be  taken  taree 
times  a  day,  or  more  if  required.  Against  the  nervousness :  Fluid 
extract  of  Scutellaria,  two  ounces  ;  fluid  extract  of  pmnus  virginianus, 
simple  syrup,  of  each  one  ounce.  A  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  as  occa- 
sion requires. 

Upon  this  some  improvement  is  recorded,  but  the  patient  now  com- 
plained of  a  constant  spitting  of  offensive  mucus,  insensibly  rising 
up  in  her  throat.  That  symptom  led  to  a  suspicion  that  worms  might 
be  present.  To  operate  mildly  on  the  bowels,  and  partly  as  a  vermi- 
fuge, from  three  to  five  grains  of  the  following  compound  were 
ordered  every  four  hours  :  Podophyllin  and  powdered  Jamaica  ginger, 
of  each  one  drachm ;  sugar  of  milk,  one  ounce.  Also,  to  take  two 
grains  of  quinine  three  times  a  day,  for  its  tonic  effect  on  the  nervous 
system.  The  powders  produced  very  offensive  stools,  of  the  consist- 
ence of  tar,  mixed  with  hardened  masses,  and  containing,  also,  numer- 
ous pieces  of  tape-worm,  from  a  single  joint  to  half  a  yard  in  length. 
Thereupon  the  same  medication  was  continued,  with  a  light  diet :  a 
little  panada  and  wine.  After  three  or  four  days,  a  dpcoction  of 
pomegranate-root  bark  (two  ounces  boiled  with  two  pints 'of  water 
down  to  one  pint)  was  ordered,  a  wineglassful  every  hour  or  half 
hour,  as  the  stomach  would  bear,  until  all  was  taken  ;  to  be  followed, 
if  the  bowels  were  not  much  moved,  or  the  worm  not  passed,  by  a 
dose  of  castor-oil  and  turpentine. 
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The  patient  commenced  taking  the  decoction  abont  noon.  At  11 
o'clock  at  night  her  bowels  moved,  and  the  worm,  a  specimen  of 
lamia  solium,  passed  away,  with  "  fully  as  many  heads  as  tails/'  The 
woman  felt  very  faint,  bat  otherwise  comfortable  ;  had  no  pain.  In- 
stead of  the  oil  and  turpentine,  a  little  wine  and  water  was  ordered, 
and  rest  until  morning.  At  that  time  the  bowels  moved  again,  and 
continued  to  do  so  every  day,  without  purgative  medicines.  No  more 
joints  of  the  worm  could  be  found  in  the  stools.  The  patient  lost  the 
drawing  of  her  jaws,  and  recovered  completely,  with  the  exception  of 
some  nervousness,  for  which  pills  of  the  hydrocyanate  of  iron  and 
Tilden's  aromatic  Calisaya  wine  were  given. — Chic,  Med,  Joum,, 
April,  I860. 

An  instance  where  one  thousand  feet  of  tape-worm  wei-e  expelled 
bj  the  mucilage  of  pumpkin-seed,  has  been  mentioned  in  the  Lancet 
emd  Observer,  February,  I860.  Several  other  cases  have  since  been 
pablished,  corroborating  the  well-established  efhcacy  of  that  simple 
and  cheap  remedy  against  taenia.  The  accidental  discovery  of  Dr. 
Passot.  that  tartar  emetic  in  large  doses  proves,  in  certain  cases,  a 
aocoeasfal  poison  to  the  worm,  is  recorded  in  the  June  number  of  the 
•ame  journal.  ^ 

Among  some  "  cases  in  medical  and  surgical  practice,"  reported  by 
I>r.  A.  Lopez,  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  there  is  one  of  tape- worm,  the  pres- 
of  which  had  been  iirst  discovered  by  the  patient,  an  English  sea- 
i,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  twenty  months  previous  to  his  entering 
tbe  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital.  Treatment :  First  day,  thin  soup  diet ; 
second  day,  Beidlitz  powder  at  bed-time.  Early  in  the  third  day  an 
infusion  of  kousso,  half  an  ounce  in  twelve  ounces  of  water,  was  given 
at  a  draught,  followed  in  one  hour  by  a  cup  of  warm  tea,  and  in  four 
luKire  by  a  Beidlitz  powder.  At  2  p.  m.  he  passed  eighteen  feet,  un- 
broken, of  the  worm.  A  repetition  of  the  remedy  was  intended  ;  but 
tlie  patient  left  without  permission  before  the  next  visit. — North  Amer, 
Med,Chir,  Review,  March,  I860. 

Dr.  G.  B.  Curtis,  of  Hawley,  Pa.,  treated  three  cases  in  one  family. 
Tke  mother  took  a  teaspoonful  of  the  oil  of  turpentine  three  times 
ilaily,  in  a  little  compound  spirit  of  lavender,  interposed  every  third 
day  with  a  dose  of  castor-oil.  The  second  and  third  repetition  of  the 
cathartic  resulted  in  the  voiding  of  many  shreds  and  joints  of  tasnia 
soiittm,  Urinary  irritation  supervening,  the  treatment  was  stopped, 
and  mucilaginous  drinks,  with  cold  infusions  of  bitter  barks,  given 
for  some  time.  All  the  bad  symptoms  and  feelings  disappeared,  and 
the  patient  enjoycnl  good  health  afterwards.  But  the  oil  of  tur})entine 
had  no  effect  in  two  children  of  the  same  woman,  a  daugliter  aged 
two,  and  a  boy  aged  four  years.  They  were  relieved  by  kousso,  the  girl 
taking  one  drachm  of  the  same,  with  three  grains  of  powdered  jalap 
in  one  and  a  half  fluid  ounces  of  sweetened  water,  a  teaspoonful  every 
ten  minutes,  her  brother  double  that  dose,  in  the  same  manner.  Each 
ciiild  passed  a  worm  in  from  three  to  four  hours,  measuring  twenty- 
five  and  forty-five  feet  in  length  respectively.  Both  wonns  were 
broken  into  several  pieces  ;  no  head  was  found  in  either  case,  but  the 
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children  remained  ever  since  free  from  any  of  thoir  fonner  fijmptoms. 
— The  J(mm.  of  Mat.  Med.,  August,  1860. 

In  five  cases,  Dr  Darrack,  of  Quincy,  111.,  effected  the  expnlBion 
of  taiKi- worms  by  the  administration  of  aromalic  sulphnric  acid.  In 
one  instance,  a  ihiid  ounce  of  the  acid  in  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water 
was  directed  to  bo  taken  by  the  patient  at  his  convenience.  In  other 
cases,  throe  drachms  of  the  acid  were  given  in  twenty-four  hours. 
— Amer.  Joum.  of  Med.  Sciences. 

In  regard  to  the  kamela,  or  kamala,  a  red  powder  obtained  from 
the  fruit  of  roUlera  tindoria,  in  India,  and  recently  introduoeti  as  * 
remedy  for  tape- worm  by  Drs.  Anderson  and  Mackinnon,  in  England, 
some  more  facts  are  collected  in  the  London  Chemist  and  Draff gitt. 
The  plant  grows  abundantly  on  the  hilly  districts  of  India,  Bnrmah, 
the  Philippine  islands,  and  the  north-east  portions  of  Australia.  It 
has  been  known  to  the  Hindoos  from  the  remotest  antiquity ;  and 
they  employ  the  powder,  carefully  brushed  off  frftia  the  ripe  fruit, 
against  tape-worms  and  skin  diseases.  It  contains  a  resinous  color- 
ing matter,  albuminous  substance,  cellulose,  carbon,  water,  and  some 
traces  of  volatile  oil  and  volatile  coloring  matter.  Dr.  Anderson  sep- 
arated from  it  granular,  scaly  crystals  of  a  yellowish  color  and  satiny 
lustre,  to  which  he  has  given  the  name  of  rotderine.  Kamela  is  con- 
sidered by  Dr.  Mackinnon  to  be  a  remetiy  against  tape- worm  of  much 
greater  value  than  either  kousso  or  turpentine.  Dr.  Anderson  ex- 
pelled with  it  the  worm  in  ninety-three  out  of  ninety-five  cases.  It 
has  also  been  employed  with  great  success  against  tape-worm,  as 
well  as  ascarides,  by  Dr.  A.  Leared,  of  the  Great  Northern  Hospital, 
and  by  Dr.  W.  Moore,  of  Dublin.  The  Lancet  of  May  15th,  1858, 
records  six  cases  of  tape-worm  cured  with  the  same  remedy  by  Dr, 
Ramskill,  of  the  Royal  Free  Hospital.  In  some  instances  sickness, 
headache,  and  purging  are  produced  by  it,  but  generally  its  adminis* 
tration  is  attended  by  no  unpleasant  result.  The  remedy  may  be 
given  in  the  form  of  powder  or  tincture.  Dose  of  the  powder,  from 
one  to  three  drachms  early  in  the  morning,  fasting.  As  alcohol  ex- 
tracts the  medicinal  constituents  most  perfectly,  the  tincture  made  with 
rectified  spirit  (half  a  pound  of  the  powder  being  macerated  in  a  pint 
of  the  same  for  fourteen  days,)  is  very  suitable  for  administration. 
It  can  be  taken  in  doses  of  one  or  two  drachms,  night  and  morning, 
on  a  lump  of  sugar. — Amer.  Joum.  of  Pharm.,  July,  1860. 

In  making  some  **  remarks  on  the  entozoa,"  Prof.  F.  W.  B.  Hem- 
ming, of  Oglethorpe  College,  ( Oglethorpe  Med.  and  Surg.  Joum., 
March,  I860,)  complains,  and  in  part  justly,  that  the  treatment  of 
worms  in  general  has  not  received  the  attention  it  requires.  **  Beyond 
tlie  miserable  vermifuges  compounded  for  the  torture  of  tortured  inno- 
cents, nothing  has  been  done  !  "  Some  proof  to  the  contrary  is  fur- 
nished in  the  preceding  quotations.  "Not  even  a  diet  of  toomu  \i%a 
uttered  a  syllable  of  practical  importance.  Our  grandmothers  are 
still  the  highest  authorities  on  these  matters.  Our  profession  has  be- 
come so  dignified  it  looks  with  equal  disdain  on  the  vermin  and  their 
ravages."     From  the  picture  now  given,  it  looks  as  if  the  physicians 
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of  Georgia  did  indeed  not  know  of  any  other  advice  in  cases  of  woims 
than  "get  a  little  vermifuge,  and  follow  it  with  a  go&d  cathartic  ;  " 
which  assertion  is  too  discreditable  to  the  profession  down  there  to  bo 
be1ieve<l,  in  the  general  application  it  is  given.  That  there  are  phj- 
ficians  all  over  the  country,  however,  who  do  **  look  with  disdain  on 
the  vermin  and  their  ravages,"  and  prefer  to  order  some  vermifuge 
noKtrum  rather  than  take  some  pains  and  treat  the  case  rationally, 
moKt  be  admitted  ;  and  they  not  only  deserve  rebuke  and  exposure, 
but  may  also  profit  from  the  recommendations  given  by  Prof.  Hem- 
mi  ngn.     He  goes  on  to  say  :  " 

••  1.  Destroy  the  ova  in  the  excrements.  Never  allow  these  matters 
to  reaeh  onr  rivers  to  sweeten  our  fish  and  to  return  down  our  throats. 
Excrements  should  be  collected  in  a  proper  tank,  treated  with  sulphuric 
mcid,  and  mixed  with  gypsum,  charcoal  dust,  burnt  turf,  or  even  com- 
mon earth. 

"  2.  If  you  want  not  tape-worm  and  seven  other  varieties  of  ento- 
xoa,  eat  no  pork. 

"  3.  Filter  your  water.  If  all  the  water  used  by  a  family  was  prop- 
erly filtered,  although  taken  from  a  swamp  swarming  with  entozoa, 
none  of  them  would  ever  enter  the  human  intestine.  Drink  filtered 
water.  Keep  your  wells  and  springs  from  being  inundated  by  rain- 
water that  has  washed  all  the  surrounding  filth  into  them.  Keep  them 
well  walled  within,  and  the  water  running  from  them,  and  allow  none 
to  enter  into  them  but  that  which  naturally  supplies  them.  Filter  the 
water ;  boiling  will  not  do.  You  may  boil,  bake,  roast,  or  stew  the 
ora  of  the  entozoa,  and  you  do  not  kill  them. 

"  4.  What  shall  be  done  for  the  extinction  or  diminution  of  the 
entozoa  ?  Do  anything  that  is  sensible.  The  best  vermifuge  is  a 
good  syringe  that  will  wash'  out  the  colon.  Injections,  or,  I  should 
iBther  say,  washings  of  the  colon,  are  all  that  is  necessary.  Use  salt, 
or  aloes,  or  soap  in  the  water,  if  you  like,  but  wash  the  entire  colon 
gently  but  thoroughly  out.  Then  keep  them  out.  You  have  been 
told  how.  , 

••The  above  will  not  apply  to  the  tape-worm.  If  you  have  one, 
tken  turpentine  must  be  your  portion.     If  you  want  another,  eat  pork. 

**  One  fact  relating  to  the  acaris  vermicularis,  or  pin-worm,  deserves 
to  be  mentioned.  They  always  abound  in  the  persons  they  plague, 
when  these  persons  are  in  an  anaemic  condition.  As  the  health  fails 
nnd  the  Inniy  weakens,  these  troublesome  pests  swarm  within,  and, 
ftfter  the  operation  of  a  cathartic,  will  be  voided  in  countless  quanti- 
tieii.  As  the  c*onstitution  recovers  its  tone,  and  health  returns,  they 
diminiMh  in  number,  and  sometimes  altogether  disappear, —  until 
weakneHs  returns,  when  back  they  come — pitiless,  tormenting,  and  in- 
anmerable.  We  should  never  forget  this  in  the  treatment  of  ansemic 
diildren.  It  is  no  use  to  wait  until  tension  of  the  abdomen,  or  loss 
of  apfietite,  or  occasional  greediness,  or  bad  breath,  or  that  indescriba- 
bly peculiar  look  about  the  eyes,  lead  us  to  suspect  the  presenile  of 
entozoa.  Then  they  have  been  there  too  long.  We  should  have  the 
colon  of  an  aniemic  child  well  washed,  and  the  matter  carefully  ex- 
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amined.  If  no  entozoa  are  found,  we  have  done  no  hann.  If  they 
are  there,  we  n^aj  defeat  marasmus  and  convulsions,  and  postpone  an 
untimely  death." 

4.  Trichina  Spiralis. — A  number  of  careful  inyestigations  by  Pro- 
fessors Fenker,  Virchow,  and  Leuckart,  in  Germany,  nave  resulted  in 
revealing  to  a  great  extent  the  previously  little  known  peculiarities  of 
this  small  parasite.  The  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Joum.,  October  4th, 
1860,  contains  a  synopsis  of  these  important  discoveries,  and  from 
that  synopsis  the  substance  of  the  following  particulars  is  taken  : 

Trichina  spiralis,  discovered  by  Owen,  but  of  late  known  only  in  a 
capsulatcd  state,  has  been  considered  more  as  a  zoological  curiosity 
than  as  a  subject  of  pathological  interest.  Passing  by  the  numerous 
conjectures  entertained  in  regard  to  this  parasite,  we  find  the  first 
practical  experiments  instituted  by  Herbst.  He  fed  animals  with 
trichina tus  muHclos  and  thus  infected  them  with  the  disease ;  but  no 
light  was  thrown  by  these  experiments  upon  the  connection  between 
the  parasites  introduced  into  the  stomach  and  those  found  in  the 
muscle.  Yirchow  found  last  summer  (1859)  in  the  intestinal  canal 
of  an  animal  fed  with  trichinatous  muscles  the  villi  crowded  with 
psorospemiia,  and  free  in  the  intestinal  mucus  numerous  thread-like 
trichinae  of  both  sexes.  In  January,  1860,  Prof.  Zenker  observed  a 
case,  which,  with  the  experiments  to  which  it  gave  impetus,  not 
only  settled  the  zoological  part  of  the  question,  but  disclosed  the 
startling  and  alarming  pathological  fact  that  Trichina  -spiraliMf 
hitherto  considered  to  be  an  innocent  parasite,  is  in  reality  the 
most  terrible  and  dangerous  of  its  kind.  A  robust  maid-servant, 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  was  admitted  January  12,  1860,  into 
the  Dresden  Hospital.  She  had  been  indisposed  since  Christmas 
and  confined  to  bed  since  New  Year,  complaining  of  depression, 
lassitude,  sleeplessness,  loss  of  appetite,  heat  and  thirst.  Besides 
these  symptoms  she  suffered,  after  her  admission,  considerably  from 
pyrexia ;  the  abdomen  became  painful  and  tympanitic.  A  remarka- 
ble affection  of  the  whole  muscular  system  rapidly  supervened,  con- 
sisting of  extreme  painfnlness  of  the  extremities,  with  contractions 
of  the  knee  and  elbow-joints  and  oodematous  swelling,  particulariy 
of  the  legs.  ^Phe  pain  was  so  severe  that  the  patient  was  constantly 
moaning.  Pneumonic  symptoms  appeared  in  addition  to  those  already 
developed,  and  death  took  plat«  January  27  th,  preceded  for  twenty -four 
hours  by  an  apathetic  condition.  Post-mortem  appearances :  in  the 
internal  organs  merely  an  atelectatic  condition  of  the  left  lung,  with 
numerous  small  lobular  infiltrations,  bronchitis,  and  hypersemia  of 
the  mucous  lining  of  the  ileum.  Muscles  grayish-red  and  of  a  freckled 
appearance ;  under  the  microscope  they  were  found  to  harbor  vast 
numbers  of  non-capsulate<l  trichinae,  some  of  them  being  coiled  in 
spirals,  others  extended ;  all  lived  within  the  sarcolemma  of  the 
primitive  fibrils.  They  showed  various  stages  of  development,  and 
were  diffused  over  all  the  striated  muscles  of  the  body,  with  the 
exception  of  the  heart.  The  muscular  substance  was  fragile,  homo- 
geneous, non-striated,  but  had  numerous  transverse  fissures.  The 
intestinal  mucus  was  found  to  be  swarming  with  mature  trichinae 
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of  both  sexes,  and  the  fact  was  elucidated  that  the  females  were  vivi- 
parous, the  central  portion  of  the  bodies  being  observed  to  be  full  of 
well -developed  embryos. 

It  was  ascertained  that  four  days  before  the  patient  commenced  to 
eomplain,  two  pigs  and  an  ox  had  been  slaughtered  by  her  master. 
She  had  probably  partaken  of  some  of  the  raw  meat.  Some  smoked 
ham  and  sausage,  prepared  from  the  meat  of  one  of  the  pigs,  although 
to  the  naked  eye  appearing  perfectly  good,  proved  on  examination  to 
be  full  of  trichinse.  They  had  a  shrunken  appearance,  resumed  their 
normal  form  on  the  addition  of  water,  but  shov/ed  no  signs  of  vitality. 
The  butcher  had  also  been  taken  seriously  ill  a  short  time  afterwards, 
and  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  three  weeks  with  severe  muscular 
pains,  his  body  being  semi -paralytic,  etc.  Probably  this  was  like- 
wise caused  by  an  immigration  of  trichinse,  though  not  sufficiently 
extensive  to  prove  fatal. 

With  the  pieces  of  human  muscle  forwarded  to  him  by  Zenker, 
Prof.  Virchow  immediately  commenced  a  series  of  feeding  experi- 
menta,  the  results  of  which  are  published  in  Virchow's  Archiv  and 
Med.  Timet  and  Oaz.  Rabbits  fed  with  triehince  die  in  about  a 
month  under  symptoms  of  general  muscular  paralysis.  The  parasites, 
as  long  as  they  reside  in  the  muscle,  have  no  perfect  sexual  organs, 
but  become  perfectly  developed  in  the  ileum.  They  are  found  free 
in  the  duodenum  about  six  hours  after  a  piece  of  trichinatous  muscle 
has  been  introduced  into  the  stomach.  In  about  a  month  they  attain 
a  length  of  four  lines,  and  during  that  period  not  only  mature  eggs, 
and  sperm-cells,  but  numerous  embryos  are  developed,  which  leave 
the  maternal  body  through  the  anterior  sexual  orifice,  are  found  in 
the  mesenteric  glands,  and  rapidly  invade  the  whole  muscular  system, 
feeding  upon  the  contractile  substance  of  the  muscular  fibres.  In  case 
the  immigration  is  not  sufficiently  extensive  to  cause  a  fatal  i*esult,  the 
trichinie  become  enclosed  in  the  thickening  sarcolemma — the  only 
condition  in  which  they  were  formerly  known.  Tlicy  retain  their 
Titality  and  quietly  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  find  their  way  back 
into  the  intestinal  canal,  where  the  two  hoxcs  attain  the  age  of  pubeity 
and  a  wonderful  productiveness. 

Prof.  Leuckart  has  reported  the  results  of  his  investigations  to  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Gottingen  (^Annals  and  Magaz.  of  XcU,  /^/., 
from  GoUinger  XachrichUn).     ^Fliey  are  as  follows  : 

Trichina  spiralis  is  the  young  state  of  a  hitherto  unknown  small 
emitode  worm,  inhabiting,  always  in  large  nuniborN,  the  intestinal 
cmnal  of  numerous  warui-bloodecl  auimulH  (besides  man,  dogs,  cats, 
pig*,  »heep,  rabbits,  mice,  the  coinuion  fowl).  The  intestinal  trichina 
attaiofi  it4$  full  sexual  maturity  as  early  as  two  days  after  its  immigra- 
tion. The  eggs  of  the  female  are  deveh)])ed  in  the  vagina  into  minute 
embryos,  which  are  extruded  without  egg-shells,  from  the  sixth  day 
ooward,  and  inime<liately  set  about  their  migration.  They  penetrate 
die  wall  of  the  intestine  and  pass  through  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
directly  into  the  muscular  envelope  of  their  host.  Their  course  is 
iadicated   by  the  intermuscular  masses  of  cellular  tissue.     Most  of 

in  the  abdominal  and  thoracic  muscles.     Penetrating 
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into  the  interior  of  the  muscular  fascicles,  they  attain,  within  fourteen 
days,  the  size  and  organization  of  the  well-known  iricMna  spiralii. 
The  infected  fascicle  loses  its  structure  immediately  after  the  penetra- 
tion, the  fibrils  are  broken  up  into  a  fine  granular  substance,  and  the 
muscular  corpuscles  acquire  the  form  of  oval  nucleated  cells.  Up  to 
the  full  development  of  the  trichina  spiralis-  the  fascicle  retains  its 
tubular  form  ;  subsequently  the  sarcolemma  thickens  and  it  becomes 
gradually  shriveled  from  the  extremities.  The  spot  occupied  by  the 
parasite  persists,  in  the  form  of  a  spindle-shaped  enlai^ment,  in 
which  the  lemon-shaped  or  globular  calcareous  shell  is  after  a  long 
time  deposited.  The  migration  and  development  of  the  embryo  takes 
place  also  after 'the  transference  of  pregnant  trichinae  into  the  intestine 
of  another  suitable  host.  The  immigration  of  the  brood  of  trichina  in 
large  quantities  causes  peritonitis,  lameness,  enteritis,  and  often  death. 

5.  Hydatids,  The  few  accounts  of  hydatids  published  dnrinff  the 
year  previous  to  November  1,  1860,  all  refer  to  aiTection  of  the  liver. 
Besides  the  two  cases  mentioned  by  Prof.  Comegys,  before  the  "  Cin- 
cinnati Academy  of  Medicine,"  last  April,  {^Lancet  and  Observer ^ 
May,)  there  are  only  two  others  presenting  any  peculiar  feature. 

The  history  of  one  was  related  to  the  '*  Boston  Society  for  Medical 
Improvement,"  October  10th,  1859,  by  Dr.  Minot,  who  also  exhibited 
some  of  the  parasites.  A  lady,  aged  35,  married,  had  always  some 
catamenial  irregularities,  was  never  pregnant.  For  several  years  past 
she  had  pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  the  pain 
shooting  to  the  back  and  up  into  the  right  shoulder.  In  the  spring  of 
1856  an  obscure  tumor  was  discovered  in  the  same  hypochondrium, 
deeply  seated  beneath  the  integument ;  this  tumor  rapidly  increased  in 
April,  1857,  compressing  the  lung  so  that  no  respiratory  munnnr 
could  be  heard,  except  in  the  upper  part  of  the  right  chest,  and,  of 
course,  embarrassing  the  respiration.  It  was  excessively  painful  and 
tender.  One  night  the  patient  had  several  enormous  evacuations  from 
the  bowels,  the  discharges  being  clear,  colorless,  fluid,  and  excessively 
fcetid.  Tlie  tumor  at  once  almost  wholly  disappeared.  She  was 
exti-emely  prostrated  and  had  much  fever,  from  which  she  slowly 
recovered.  About  June  Ist,  1857,  she  began  to  cough  and  to  expecto- 
torate  frothy  mucus.  About  September  1st  she  began  to  cough  up  hyda- 
tids of  various  sizes.  This  occurred  about  twice  a  week,  two  or  three 
being  detached  each  time,  with  a  sensation  as  if  they  were  detached 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  right  lung.  The  tumor  diminished,  and  in 
October,  1857,  could  no  longer  be  felt.  Her  health  steadily  improved, 
and  in  September,  1859,  she  was  quite  well.  She  had  not  coughed 
up  any  hydatids  for  three  months. — Boston  Med,  and  Surg,  Joum, 

The  other  case  had  been  originally  reported  in  the  London  Ijanc&t, 
from  which  it  was  copied  by  the  Ohio  Med,  and  Surg.  Journ,,  May, 
1860.  The  patient  was  admitted  to  Guy's  Hospital  with  symptoms 
of  hepatic  disease  and  local  peritonitis  ;  he  had  jaundice  a  month 
previously.  He  survived  but  a  short  time.  The  obduction  revealed 
a  large  hydatic  cyst  at  the  upper  part  of  the  liver,  which  had  burst 
into  the  hepatic  duct,  its  contents  passing  thence  to  the  common  bile 
duct  and  into  the  duodenum. 

[(vODclnded  next  month.] 
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PKBPARID  BT  0.  A.  HARTMANN,  M.D. 


PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 

1.  Pkoipkorus  in  Paralysis  of  the  Muscles  of  the  Eye, — Dr.  Tavig- 
siot  employs  the  following  liniment :  Walnut-oil,  twentj-five  drachms ; 
xiaphtha,  thirteen  drachms ;  phosphorus,  three  grains.  With  this  fric- 
^ons  are  performed  in  the  evening  hy  means  of  a  pie<5e  of  flannel ; 
%iu8  remaining  also  fastened  around  the  forehead  all  night.  At  the 
same  tim«  an  emulsion  is  given  internally,  consisting  of:  Oil  of 
ttlmonds,  two  and  a  half  drachms  ;  phosphorus,  one  and  a  half  grains  ; 
^m  fynip,  thirty-two  and  a  half  drachms  ;  powdered  gum,  half  a 
drachm.  To  he  well  shaken  when  administered,  the  dose  heing  at 
first  one,  and  then  two  or  three  teaspoonfuls  a  day. — North  Amer. 
Med.'Cktr,  Rev,,  from  BuU,  de  Thir. 

2.  Qmmne  in  AllnmUnuria. — According  to  Dr.  D.  Anizon,  of 
Kances,  (  Oax.  Bebdam.,  vi.,  F.,  1859)  it  is  not  upon  the  blood  that  the 
impreaaion  is  to  be  made  in  albuminuria,  but  it  is  necessary  to  make 
A  modifying  impression  upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  tubuli  uriniferi, 
they  being  the  seat  of  the  disaase,  which  essentially  consists  in  the 
•rparation  of  their  epithelial  tissue.  Quinine  is  well  calculated  to 
limit  this  separation  of  the  epithelium,  and  thereby  that  of  albumen 
from  the  blood.  Three  cases  of  albuminuria,  occurring  in  children 
ifier  scarlatina,  in  which  the  author  successfully  gave  quin.  sulph.,  grs. 
six  to  eight  in  two  or  four  doses,  with  half-hourly  intervals,  followed 
for  sereral  days  by  four  doses  daily  of  four  grains,  illustrate,  and,  tha» 
tba  author  thinks,  confirm  the  correctness  of  his  views. — Philad.  Med. 

Smry.  Reporter. 


8.  Iodide  €f  Potassium  in  Cerebral  Diseases  of  Children. — Dr.  F. 
CohUtream,  of  Edinbuigh,  complains  (£dinb.  Med.  Joum.,  Dec., 
18d9)  of  the  neglect  the  iodide  of  potassium  has  fallen  into,  as  a  rem- 
edy against  hydrocephalus,  in  spite  of  the  recommendations  of  Roeser 
ami  others  some  twenty  years  ago.  He  employs  it  whenever  there  is 
rea»*on  to  believe  that  the  central  organs  of  the  nervous  system,  or 
their  envelopes,  are  in  any  degree  affected  w  ith  strumous  inflammation 
(tnbercnlar  cerebritis,  or  meningitis),  or  its  couKequences.  Af^r 
moderate  puiigation,  the  iodide  is  g^ven  in  doses  of  from  half  a  grain 
to  three  g^ins,  in  some  carminative  water,  every  thrpe  or  four  hours, 
and  continued  for  many  days,  according  to  the  symptoms,  or  until 
convalescence  is  fully  established.  With  this  and  the  occasional  use 
of  bliatera  to  the  shaven  scalp,  the  author  believes  he  has  prodnceii 
more  prompt  and  decided  effect  upon  the  disease  than  by  any  other 
treatment.  Even  where  considerable  prostration  bad  already  succeeded 
febrile  action,  and  the  symptoms  of  effusion  had  become  promi- 
in  not  a  few  instances  the  free  use  of  the  iodide  of  potassium 
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has  been  followed  by  amendment  and  complete  recoveiy.  In  sv 
cases  it  shoald  be  given  in  lai*ger  doses,  even  to  foar  grains  seve 
times  a  day,  to  children  of  from  four  to  eight  years  of  age.  Althou] 
this  remedy  is  more  especially  useful  in  scrofulous  diathesis,  yet  it  h 
been  found  of  service  in  cases  where  no  taint  of  that  diathesis  n 
present.  It  is  not  asserted,  however,  that  this  agent  should  superoe 
calomel  in  all  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  appendag 
In  robust  and  full-blooded  children,  in  whom  the  disease  of  the  nervo 
system  may  be  connected  with  preceding  disorder  of  the  digestive  < 
gans,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  superior  efiicacy  of  the  mercorial  trei 
meut,  combined  with  antimonials  and  salines  ;  but  when,  after  d 
administration  of  these  remedies,  symptoms  of  cerebral  disorder  cc 
tinue,  the  iodide  should  be  employed.  It  certainly  never  produces  a: 
bad  effect,  though  it  may  fail  to  do  good. — North  Amer.  Med.'Ck 
Rev.,  May,  1860. 

4.  lodaJte  of  Potassium  in  Affections  of  the  Mouth, — ^Messrs.  Demi 
quay  have  tried  the  iodate  in  numerous  cases  of  diphtheritic  and  ga 
grenous  stomatitis,  and  obtained  considerable  success,  even  in  cat 
where  the  chlorate  of  potassium  had  failed.  Dose  from  four  to  eig 
grains. —  Georgia  Med.  and  Surg.  EncgcL,  from  Mon.  des  H&p. 

5.  Cholera  Infantum  Cured  by  Fowler* s  Solution. — In  the  8t.Jonpl 
Journ.  of  Med.  and  Surg.,  Dr.  P.  A.  Chambers  reported  the  CAse  oi 
child,  two  years  old,  laboring  under  cholera  infantum,  for  which  it  h 
been  treated  ineffectually  for  a  long  time.  This  child  took,  by  mi 
take,  a  tcaspoonful  of  Fowler's  solution,  vomited  soon  after,  seem 
to  suffer  great  pain  in  the  bowels,  and  on  the  following  day  coi 
menced  to  purge  blood.  It  was  not  seen  by  a  physician  until  t% 
days  afterward,  and  then  mucilaginous  drinks  constituted  the  trei 
ment.  In  a  few  days  the  child  began  to  improve,  and  recovered  fro 
the  effects  of  the  poison  and  from  the  disease  at  the  same  time.- 
Amer.  Med.  Monthly,  March,  1860. 

6.  In  Diarrhcea  from  Teething,  Prof.  Eisenmann,  of  Wuerzbw 
found  the  following  foimula  very  efficient :  sulphate  of  copper,  on 
fourth  of  a  grain,  powdered  opium,  three-fourths  of  a  grain,  powder 
sugar,  q.  s.  Three  times  daily  one  such  powder. — Jowm  Mai.  Met 
June,  1860 ;  from  Schmidt* 8  Jahrb. 

7.  Saline  Cathartics  in  Dysentery. — In  a  clinical  lecture  in  the  Pen 
sylvania  Hospital,  (Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter,)  Dr.  F.  G.  Smi 
recommended  this  treatment.  His  own  practice  was  to  dissolve  o 
ounce  of  rochelle  salt  in  a  pint  of  cold  water  ;  of  this  a  wineglassfol 
to  be  taken  every  hour  until  bilious  evacuations  are  produced.  Tlw 
ten  grains  of  Dover's  powder  are  given.  This  treatment  is  not  ne^ 
In  the  spring  of  1855,  Dr.  D.  B.  Dorsey,  of  Cincinnati,  stated  in 
letter  to  Prof.  O.  Mendenhall  (published  in  the  Western  Lancei,  Jnn 
1855,)  that  he  had  adopted  it  since  twenty  years,  having  learned 
from  Dr.  Lemyne,  of  Washington,  Pa.  He  prescribed  seven  flu 
ounces  of  a  saturated  solution  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  with  one  onn 
of  aromatic  sulphuric  acid.     Medium  dose  for  an  adnlt:  a  tabi 
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spoonful,  diluted  with  two  or  three  ounces  of  water,  every  four  or  six 
Iftoors,  antil  it  gently  moves  the  howels.  When  the  pain  and  tenes- 
mus are  great,  one-sixth  grain  of  sulphate  of  morphia  may  he  added 
to  each  dose.  To  meet  individual  cases,  the  dose  bothof  the  mixture 
And  of  the  morphine  will  require  variation. — Amer,  Med,  Monthly, 

A  similar  plan  has  been  followed  with  great  success  by  Dr.   Ford, 
oi  Melbourne,  Australia.     He  gives  one  drachm  of  the.  sulphate  of 
snagnesia  and  twenty  minims  diluted  sulphuric  acid  every  four  hours  ; 
mstA  at  night,  if  the  tenesmus  is  severe,  four  grains  of  blue  pill  with 
oie  grain  of  opium.     Strictly  farinaceous  diet ;  no  stimulants  of  any 
Idnd ;  recumbent  posture,  with,  in  severe  cases,  the  thighs  elevated 
^th  a  pillow.     A  mustard  poultice  every  twelve  hours  all  over  the 
•ibdomen.     With  this  treatment  the  dejections  become  feculent  inva- 
riably in  the  course  of  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  the  blood  ceases, 
sad  the  tenesmus  subsides.     Although  the  salts  are  continued,  the 
iMwels  do  not  act  sometimes  for  twenty-four  hours. — Ranking* s  Ah- 
9trad^  Jan.,  1860,  from  Austral,  Med,  Joum,,  July,  1859. 

•  8.  Cretan- Oil  in  Hydrocephalus. — Dr.  J.  Watson,  of  Southamp- 
t<Ni,  relates  {Brit,  Med,  Joum,,  July,  1859)  the  case  of  a  strumous- 
looking  child,  aged  two  years,  who,  on  the  cure  of  an  eczematous 
ctvption  of  the  scalp,  with  copious  discharge,  had  an  attack  of  acute 
^rooephalns.  The  symptoms  soon  became  very  severe,  the  child 
king  semi -comatose,  and  the  pulse  slow  and  irregular.  A  croton-oil 
KBiment  ^half  a  drachm  of  the  oil  with  half  an  ounce  of  turpentine 
fciment, )  was  directed  to  be  rubbed  over  the  entire  head  every  four 
won,  until  a  plentiful  crop  of  pustules  made  their  appearance.  There 
•M  soon  an  amelioration  of  all  the  symptoms,  and  the  patient  became 
fi^Qtlly  convalescent,  though  he  was  unable  to  speak  for  several 
«*y«,  and  could  not  stand  alone  for  a  considerable  period.  Since  then, 
l^-  Wttson  has  adopted  the  same  course  in  all  other  cases  presenting 
^  Mune  stage  of  the  disease,  and  his  experience  bears  testimony  to 
»to  efficacy. — Braithw,  Retrosp.  -  Louisville  Med.  Journ,,  April,  1860. 
^oraeentesis  Capitis  was  performed  in  a  case  of  hydrocephalus,  by 
^'  Mamh,  of  Port  Hudson.  The  patient  was  nine  months  old, — the 
^J  and  extremities  extremely  emaciated,  but  the  head  measured 
t^oitT-tix  inches  in  its  longest  diameter.  At  the  first  operation  eleven 
^^^'^ces  of  fluid  were  drawn  off.  clear  and  pellucid  at  first,  and  of  a 
"Wtly  saline  taste,  like  perspiration,  but  turbid  at  last.  Sixteen 
^T*  later  the  second  operation  was  performed,  evacuating  sixty-four 
^'low,  with  a  very  strong  smell  of  urine.  Eleven  days  later  sixteen 
^f^'oeiof  fluid  were  withdrawn,  and  three  days  afterwards  the  patient 
***«•  At  no  time  after  an  operation  could  the  bones  of  the  head  be 
*[^pre««ed  so  as  not  to  have  a  cavity  between  them  and  the  brain. 
^  the  water  again  accumulateil,  it  could  be  distinctly  heard  surging 
*^^  one  side  to  the  other,  as  the  child  was  moved. — Amer,  Med, 
^^»tihly.  May,  1860,  from  K  0.  Med.  Xews  and  Hosp,  Oaz. 

^'  Chlorine  and  Small-Pox. — In  onler  to  moderate  the  reflex  action 
*  «e  variolous  exanthem  on  the  economy,  and  prevent  death  from 
^Payxia,  which  sometimes  happens  in  consequence  of  the  develop- 
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ment  of  pustules  in  the  larynx,  Dr.  Eisenmann,  of  Wuerabnrg,  i«- 
commondH  to  apply  over  the  whole  surface,  three  or  four  times  a  day, 
a  weak  topid  chlonned  water,  in  imitation  of  a  practice  successfully 
pursued  by  Dr.  Schonlein  in  scarlatina.  Employed  at  the  period  oif 
eruption,  the  chlorine  lotions  favor  the  development  of  the  same,  and 
thus  mitigate  febrile  action,  prevent  the  pustules  from  becoming  con- 
fluent or  too  abundant,  preserve  appetite  and  sleep,  allow  neither  sup- 
puration nor  the  foimation  of  thick  scabs,— only  thin  pellicles  being 
forme<l,  which  soon  fall<  without  leaving  any  mark  or  cicatrix ;  no 
consecutive  affections  are  observed.  Applied  after  the  eruption  hat 
taken  place,  the  lotions  diminish  or  disperse  the  inflammatory  condi- 
tion, and  accelerate  the  coui-se  of  the  exanthem,  prevent  its.  repercus- 
sion and  the  propagation  of  the  variolous  affection  to  the  mucona 
membranes  and  internal  organs.  Even  when  the  mucous  membranea 
arc  already  affected,  the  lotions  exert  a  derivative  action ;  and  if  together 
with  them  gargarisms,  chlorine  inhalations,  and  chlorined  water  inter- 
nally are  had  recourse  to,  the  intensity  of  these  complications  is  much 
diminished.  Suppurations  will  be  {^evented,  or,  if  already  developed 
at  least  moderated  by  the  lotions. — Bhll.  de  I%6r,,  Med,  Times  and  Oom. 
Dr.  Wm.  McDonald  advocates  the  use  of  hydrochloric  acid  in  both 
the  external  and  internal  treatment  of  small-pox.  It  allays,  he  sajra, 
the  pricking  pain,  reduces  the  tumefaction,  maturates  the  vesicles.  Mid 
hastens  desquamation,  leaving  the  skin  smoother  and  purer  than  by 
any  other  plan.  For  internal  use,  one  drachm  of  the  commercial  acid 
is  dissolved  in  twelve  ounces  of  water  ;  dose,  a  teaspoonful  in  a  j^aas 
of  water,  to  be  sipped  often.  Externally,  the  acid  is  applied  to  the 
face,  hands,  and  feet,  half  a  drachm  in  ten  ounces  of  water,  put  on 
with  a  hair  pencil,  twice  or  thiice  daily,  occasionally  altem*ted  with 
mercurial  liniment  or  cold  cream. — London  Lancd. 


SURGICAL. 

10.  New  treatment  of  Fractured  Jaw-Bones. — ^In  a  fracture  of  the 
superior  maxilla  passing  from  behind  the  right  canine  tooth  aboTS 
the  fangs  of  the  premolars,  and  thence  horizontally  backward,  nearly 
to  the  posterior  extremity  of  the  bone,  presenting  a  considerable  de- 
pression around  the  second  molar  bone,  which  remained  unmoved. 
Dr.  Salter,  the  surgeon-dentist  of  Guy's  Hospital,  endeavored  to  force 
the  displaced  bone  into  its  proper  position,  by  fitting  a  gold  plate  in 
such  a  manner  to  the  interior  of  the  mouth  that  it  acted  "  in  ev«fj 
sense  as  a  splint,"  holding  the  fractured  bone  in  position.  This  ap- 
plication had  the  additional  advantage  that  it  could  be  so  improved,  bj 
repeated  alterations  from  time  to  time,  as  to  force  outward  the  inwaid 
projecting  bone  and  teeth  in  proportion  to  the  patient's  ability  to  beai 
the  pressui-e.  This  plan  succeeded  beyond  expectation  :  six  days  aftei 
the  occurrence  of  the  injury,  the  plate  was  first  put  on  ;  it  had  to  bl 
enlarged  in  four  days, — and  in  a  few  more  the  maxillary  arch  wai 
completely  restored  to  its  proper  place. — London  Lancet. 

Prof.  E.  Andrews  resorted  to  a  similar  expedient  in  a  case  where, 
besides  a  fracture  of  the  skull  and  other  injuries,  the  lower  mazilb 
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WIS  broken  throagh  on  both  sides,  and  the  central  portion,  retracted 
bj  the  action  of  the  genio-hyoid  muscles,  could  not  be  retained  in  its 
Batoral  position  by  the  ordinary  dressings.  A  dentist  was  called  to 
take  iQ  impression  of  the  inside  of  the  mouth  in  plaster  of  Paris,  by 
Beans  of  which  he  moulded  a  silver  plate  fitting  over  the  arch  of  the 
teeth.  This  being  done,  the  lower  jaw  was  strapped  up  against  the 
opper,  and  made  to  retain  its  form  perfectly.  The  patient,  of  course, 
wu  fed  upon  liquid  food.  A  complete  and  rapid  recovery  followed. 
--Ckie.  Med,  Exam. 

11.  Fracture  of  the  Surgical  Neck  of  the  Scapula, — ^The  opinion  has 
been  advanced  that  such  a  fracture  never  occurs  ;  but  Bve  cases  have 
9mt  onder  the  observation  of  Prof.  J.  Harris,  of  Havannah  Medical 
College,  and  according  to  him  this  fracture  happens  more  frequently 
thaa  is  generally  supposcil.  It  is  tnie  that  a  solution  of  continuity  of 
the  bone  in  the  anatomical  neck  of  the  scapula  can  not  happen,  at 
lent  not  without  fracture  of  the  upper  end  of  the  humerus.  The 
nrgical  neck,  or  point  at  which  fractures  occur,  is  the  constricted  por- 
tion of  the  bone  in  the  rear  of  the  coracoid  process,  and  below  the 
npra-Hcapular  notch.  The  diagnosis  is  not  very  obscure.  No  great 
nam  or  swelling ;  acromion  very  pfominent  and  elevateil,  a  depression 
MOW  it;  deltoid  and  scapular  regions  flattened;  the  joint  movable  to 
acQosiderable  extent,  at  will  of  the  patient ;  the  hand  of  the  injured 
Miecan  be  placed  on  the  opposite  shoulder.  No  tumor  in  the  axilla, 
Wt  coracoid  process  and  head  of  humerus  were  prominent.  Crepita- 
tioa  may  be  felt  by  pressing  the  fingers  upon  the  coracoid  process, 
Mm!  the  thnmb  upon  the  outer  side, Just  posterior  to  the  joint,  while 
MvfatiQg  and  depressing  the  arm.  The  shoulder-joint  can  be  easily 
iMde  to  reaume  its  rotundity  by  forcing  it  upwards,  outwards,  and 
hickwards,  with  the  elbow  bent.  It  flattens  again,  as  soon  as  the 
'oNe  ceases.  A  bandage  should  be  applied  from  hand  to  shoulder, 
liftnng  room  so  that  the  elbow  can  be  bent.  On  reaching  the  shoulder, 
•PP^y  the  spica  all  over  the  joint,  fixing  as  well  as  posNible  the  body 
^  the  scapula.  Bend  the  elbow,  push  it  upwards  and  backwards, 
f*l  apply  3layo*8  handkerchief  bandage  as  in  the  fracture  of  the  clav- 
^  When  reunion  has  taken  place,  a  sling  should  be  used  for  some 
^^to  prevent  the  use  of  the  arm. — Savannah  Joum,  of  Med, 


CUILDBED    AND    NURSING. 

.  12.  The  passage  of  medicines  into  the  milk  of  the  nursing,  and 
1*^  the  fietus,  is  undergoing  investigation  at  the  hands  of  Drs. 
^iien)*t«Mn  and  Spaeth  (Froriep'e  Xotizen,  ii.,  17,  1H59;  Philad. 
J*^-  Qmd  Surg.  Reporter ;  Druggist,  i.,  8),  llieir  conclusions,  so 
[^^re:  Uliubarb  pasHC's  into  the  milk  ;  sulphate  of  potassa  has  not 
|5*n  proved  to  do  so  ;  iodine  passes  into  the  milk,  and  also  into  the 
"*l'*or  tmnii  ami  the  fcrtus  ;  mercury  probably  <loos  the  same,  but  the 
^^^^  is  as  yet  not  sufficient.     Further  investigations  are  promised. 

o/^*  Dr.  Routli  had  read,  some  time  ago,  a  paper  before  the  Medical 
^^^y  of  London,  on  the  lactagogue  ^ects  ^the  leaves  of  the  catttor- 


262  JSdiiarial  Abitracta  and  SOedkm.  [A 

oU  plant,  Tho  leaves,  applied  to  the  breasts  as  poultices,  and  as  fo: 
tations  to  the  vulva,  for  three  days,  at  intervals,  were  used  in  S 
vista  to  induce  milk  in  the  breasts  of  women  within  catamenial  i 
but  more  particularly  in  those  who  had  borne  children  (London  . 
cet ;  Kansas  City  Med,  and  Surg.  Rev.)  The  milk  onoe  prod 
could  be  perpetuated  by  the  suction  of  the  child.  These  facts,  re 
by  Dr.  M' William,  had  been  confirmed  in  part  by  Dr.  Tyier  8i 
and  more  fully  by  Dr.  Routh.  The  latter  gives  the  infoaion 
conger-eel  soup.  In  unmarried  women  the  extract  produces  in 
pains  in  the  breasts,  which  are  relieved,  in  three  or  four  days, 
copious  IciicoiThoea.  The  extract  may  be  given  in  five-grain  d< 
besides  this,  a  tincture  and  liquor  have  been  prepared  from  the  lei 
the  dose  of  each  of  which  is  one  drachm. 

14.  The  London  Lancet  exposes  the  folly  of  many  mothers  pei 
ing  to  nurse  their  offspring  when  the  breasts  cease  to  give  milk, 
treme  exhaustion,  debility,    with   obstinate   diarrhoBa,    weaknes 
sight,  temporary  amaurosis,  and  various  other  anomalous  sympt 
are  apt  to  follow. 

15.  A  fistula  of  the  breast  was  cured  by  Dr.  F^no  [L*  Union 
1859 ;  Schmidt* 8  Jahrb.y  B.  ciii.,  7),  by  compression,  after  all  < 
remedies  had  failed  to  limit  the  secretion  of  milk,  or  give  othei 
relief.  Adhesive  plaster  being  applied  cross- wise  over  the  bi 
covered  by  a  bandage,  and  renewed  as  soon  as  it  got  loose,  pr 
sufficient  for  the  diminution  of  the  turgid  gland,  and  the  lessenin 
the  secretion,  which  was  then  easily  suppressed  by  cathartics. 

Prof.  Will-Hauser  mentions,  in  the  Oglethorpe  Med.  and  i 
Joum.,  the  case  of  a  negro  woman  who  voids  large  quantities  of 
with  the  urine  during  the  whole  of  each  lactiferous  period,  at  the  t 
time  giving  sufficient  milk  by  the  breast  to  keep  the  child  in 
condition.     The  admixture  to  the  urine  was  analyzed  chemically, 
found  to  be  real  milk !  (?) 

16.  Acting  upon  several  reports  lately  promulgated  in  rcferen 
the  power  of  belladonna  to  prevent  arid  arrest  the  secretion  <j^  milk 
A.  Hard  employed  it  in  several  cases,  and  reported  favorably  in  \ 

?er  read  before  the  Aurora  City  Medical  Association,  HI.,  Octol 
859  ( Chic.  Med.  Journ.y  Nov.,  1859).  He  applied  a  wash,  con 
ing  one  scruple  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  in  a  fluid  ounce  of  ^ 
immediately  after  delivery,  to  one  breast  of  three  women  that 
been  suffering  from  mammary  abscess.  In  one,  no  milk  was  sec 
in  the  breast  thus  treated ;  in  the  other  two,  a  little.  The  opj 
breasts  in  all  these  cases  performed  their  functions  unimpaired.  . 
a  premature  delivery  at  the  sixth  month,  the  little  amount  of 
secreted  was  soon  absorbed  under  the  use  of  the  belladonna  solu 
In  a  case  of  abortion  the  belladonna  was  not  applied  until  the  bi 
became  distended  and  painful.  The  milk  being  drawn  with  a  bi 
pump,  the  belladonna  soon  removed  all  further  trouble.  In  comi 
tion  with  warm  fomentations,  and  the  internal  use  of  quinine 
opium,  it  also  proved  sufiicient  to  cure  an  open  abacess  in  one  bi 
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f  four  weeks'  standing,  as  well  as  the  swelling  and  inflammation 
Iready  existing  in  the  other.     In  two  of  these  cases  the  pnpils  of  the 
were  a  little  dilated ;  besides  this  no  constitutional  effects  of  the 
lladonna  appeared.  * 

Raoque  was,  according  to  Braithwaiie's  Retrospect,  the  first  to  pro- 
be! ladonna  for  this  purpose.     His  formula  contained  two  scruples 
f  the  extract  of  belladonna,  two  ounces  of  laurel  water,  and   one 
oimce  of  sulphuric  ether.     Shaking  the  mixture  well,  he  had  it  i-ubbed 
-ijsito  the  breasts  as  high  as  the  axillas,  morning  and  evening,  and  the 
bieasts  covered  with  a  fine  flannel  soaked  in  the  liniment.     The  smell 
^f  the  ether  is  very  disagreeable  to  some,  but  is  thought  to  increase 
die  eflicacj  of  the  remedy.     Dr.  Schaur  substituted  alcohol  for  it  in 
^  ctse  where  the  ether  produced  headache.     He  found  Ranque's  lini- 
-WMMniTerj  useful  in  several  cases  of  mammary  abscess,  but  thinks  it 
of  ptrticalar  benefit  to  delicate  women  who  are  subject  to  hysteria  or 
fauAting,  or  whose  constitutions  have  been  impaired  by  previous  ill- 
nett,  hemorrhage  after  delivery,  or  by  too  frequent  child-bearing. 
Otbere,  however,  have  resorted  to  belladonna  as  an  an ti -lactescent  in 
^1  cases  where  a  suppression  of  the  secretion  is  advisable,  cither  with 
A  betlthy  condition  of  the  breast,  or  on  account  of  flat  nipples,  inju- 
ncs  from  former  abscesses,  deficient  secretion,  or  inflammation  and 
tlmitening  abscess.     The  extract  may  be  softened  with   nearly  an 
c^nal  part  of  glycerine,  and  applied  in  a  ring  round  the  areola.     It 
Will  rsrely  be  required  for  more  than  twenty -four  hours. 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Louisville,  has  (Semi- 
-KalAfy  Medical  News)  discussed,  for  some  time  past,  the  question  — 
Viil  belladonna  arrest  the  secretion  of  milk  ?  The  report  says  the 
pttrfession  of  Louisville  is  about  equally  divided  upon  the  subject : 
4e  members  had  nearly  all  used  the  belladonna  to  arrest  the  secretion 
^  milk  and  prevent  mammary  abscess, — some  with  decided  benefit, 
••d  others  with  no  perceptible  influence.  There  may  be  two  reasons 
fof  this  opposite  result,  as  Dr.  O.  V.  Gibbs  justly  remarks  in  the 
^M«r.  Med,  Monthly  :  belladonna,  as  found  in  the  shops,  is  not  always 
''^itble,  being  occasionally  nearly  or  quite  ineit ;  and,  besides  this,  it 
•'•ms  to  be  often  employed  at  an  improper  time.  When  pus  is 
■*^y  formed,  the  remetly  can,  of  course,  not  Ihj  expected  to  accom- 
P»j*h  a  perfect  restoration.  Were  it  applied  early  enough,  it  will  cer- 
^^r  suppress  the  secretion  of  milk  and  prevent  the  fonnation  of  an 
^*«eM.  With  this  Dr.  G.  E.  (ialen  agrees  (Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter, 
•**',  1860),  having  never  met  with  a  failure  in  a  number  of  cases. 
^•McCaw,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  furnishes  (Md.  and  Va.  Med.  Journ.; 
-J««*ntftf  Joum.  of  Med.  and  Surg.)  further  evidence  in  regard  to 
^  efficacy  of  belladonna  for  the  purpose  described.  A  mulatto 
^<W>Uii,  taffering  severely  from  secretion  of  milk  **  on  an  enor- 
^p'U  Kale/'  received  permanent  relief  from  the  internal  exhibition 
^  the  extract,  in  one- sixth  grain  doses  thrice  a  day,  and  the  external 
l^^ication  of  the  extract  with  lard,  in  equal  quantities.  The  same 
^^ment,  only  with  ponltices  of  belladonna-leaves  in  the  place  of  the 
^ment»  presented  the  secretion  of  milk  in  a  robust  negro  woman, 
^^i>V  bam  ddiTered  of  a  dead  child.     In  a  third  case  the  woman 
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had  been  twice  already  suffering  from  extensive  abscesses  of  the  breast, 
owing  to  the  great  quantity  of  milk  secreted.  Immediately  after  her 
thinl  delivery  the  "  spongio-piline  "  was  applied,  filled  with  a  strong 
infusion  of  belladonna-leaves  ;  and  by  this  "artificial  poultice,"  with- 
out any  internal  medication,  the  secretion  was  moderated,  and  all  suf- 
fering from  that  source  completely  averted. 

17.  The  application  of  compressed  sponge  to  the  breast  has  been  re- 
commended by  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Peekskill,  (xV.  Y.  Joum,  of  Med. ^  Nov.^ 
1859, )  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  secretion  of  milk  after  con— 
finement.     He  givcH  a  case  in  which  the  application  arrested  the  secre— 
tion  in  the  left  breast,  while  in  the  other  it  went  on  as  usual.     Th^ 
sponge  was  applied  the  day  alter  confinement,  and  continued  aboub 
two  weeks. 

The  etlitor  of  the  FlorUigio  Medico  di  Roma  {Zeiischr,  f,  Wwnd^-^ 
aerzto,  xii.,  1859;  y.  Y,  Med.-Chir.  Rev,,  Jan.,  1860)  used  an  infu — 
sion  of  the  leaves  of  drhamnus  alatemus  to  stop  the  secretion  of  milk  .. 


Dr.  Balt,  Chief  Physician  to  the  Queen  of  England,  was  killed,  recentl^^ 
by  a  railroad  accident. 

Dr.  Francis  Broussais,  last  remaining  son  of  the  celebrated  Broossais,  di 
on  the  8th  of  December  last,  of  endocarditis. 

Died,  at  Munich,  January  22nd,  Dr.  Frederick  Tiedexah,  the  emlm 
anatomist,  physiologist,  and  man  of  general  science,  aged  80  years. 

Died,  in  Cincinnati,  on  Saturday  evening,  March  28d,  of  tubercular  meni 
git  is,  Jennie  Cornelia,  second  daughter  of  Dr.  Edward  B.  Stevens,  one  of 
editors  of  this  journal,  aged  9  years. 

Sir  Henrt  Marsh  died  suddenly  of  apoplexy,  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  the  1 
Decemler,  18G0,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age.    He  occupied  one  of  the  higl 
positions  among  the  medical  practitioners  of  Dublin.    He  contributed  la; 
to  our  science. 

M.  Aran,  Physician  to  Hotel-Dieu,  Paris,  and  an  agrcg^  of  the  Faculty,  di 
in  Pans,  during  February,  of  cerebral  rheumatism,  aged  44  years.  He  w 
an  accomplished  physician,  a  fine  clinical  lecturer,  and  had  contributed  valu 
ble  works  on  several  subjects.  His  book  on  Diseases  of  the  Uterus  ran  throa; 
two  editions  in  a  very  short  time. 

Dr.  Edward  Riobt  died  in  Ijondon,  December  27th,  in  the  66th  year  of 
age.     He  was  a  clear  and  strong  writer  on  obstetrics  and  the  diseases  of 
men.    He  was  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  at  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  and  the  autk^ 
of  a  work  on  midwifery.     At  the  time  of  his.  death  he  was  President  of  t 
Obstetrical  Society  of  London. 

Dr.  Joun  W.  Francis. — This  distinguished  gentleman  expired  in  New  Yo 
city  on  the  8th  of  February.     His  loss  is  mourneil,  not  only  by  his  profeasi 
but  by  the  poor,  the  rich,  the  learned  and  accomplished  of  all  classes.     He 
a  gentleman  of  the  old  school  in  manners  and  learning.     He  was  surrounded 
a  coterie  in  New  York  composed  of  the  most  distinguished  and  cultivated 
all  classes.     He  held  many  distinguished  positions  in  his  day,  and  has  left 
hind  him  valuable  contributions  to  medical  science,  as  well  as  to  general 
erature. 
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OtXTLEMEN : — ^There  are  two  opposite  conditions  of  the  system : 
dynamic  and  adynamic,  sthenic  and  asthenic.  To  reduce  the  one  by 
phlebotomy,  or  otherwise,  is  easy.  It  requires  little  knowledge  of  the 
composition  of  the  blood,  and  as  little  of  the  general  structure.  Suf- 
redaction,  however,  and  not  too  much,  is  not  so  easy;  thai 
Hires  more  skill.  Bat  to  analyze  the  blood  ;  to  determine  its  want 
^^  this  or  that  element ;  to  fathom  the  recesses  of  the  nervous  sys- 
***0  ;  to  give  to  each  fibre  and  filament  its  share  in  the  production  of 
'^^"^ase  or  the  restoration  to  health  ;  to  properly  estimate  all  the  laws 
•'^^i  forces  governing  man's  v;ondcrfully  and  fearfully  wrought  fabric  ; 
^  Ve  able  to  touch  its  secret  springs  ;  to  restore  the  wasted  tenement ; 
^^  call  it  back  to  health  and  vigor, — is  like  a  work  of  re-creation. 

^yjke  of  the  great  wants  of  medical  men — particularly  in  our  own 

*-  *^te — is  that  of  learning  how  to  build  up  as  well  as  they  have  learned 

•  tear  dawn.     Too  many  practitioners  only  have  confidence,  judging 

''^^m  their  treatment,  in  the  antiphlogistic  regimen.     How  it  happens 

*   know  not.     It  may  be  from  mistaken  pathology — from  a  belief  in 

'^•'Iting  inflammations  where  they  do  not  exist,  or  it  may  l>e  that  the 

^*"%ctitioner  has  got  a  habU  of  using  that  class  of  remedial  agents  as 

ought,  in  perhapa  the  majority  of  cases  he  is  called  upon  to  treat 

MeiDg  their  good  efTecta  in  that  class  of  cases,  he  concludes  they 
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are  the  remedies  for  all  diseases  ;  or  it  may  be  that  it  is  from  the  igno- 
rance of  the  people  who  demand  that  something  shall  be  done  at  onoe— 
something  visible  and  tangible  to  themselves.  How  this  may  be  I 
know  not ;  but  that  a  considerable  nnmber  of  medical  men  use  heroic 
remedies,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  I  do  know.  They 
seem  to  have  no  adequate  conception  of  that  slow,  recuperative  pro- 
cess that  tells  like  the  constant  dropping  that  wears  away  the  stones. 
With  that  school  of  practitioners,  bleeding,  cupping,  leeching,  blis- 
tering, emetics,  cathai-tics,  arterial  sedatives,  are  Hne  qua  nans.  Gen- 
tlemen too  often  forget  that  these  ai-e  agents  of  great  power ;  with 
them  you  can  make  a  giant  as  helpless  as  a  new -bom  babe.  In  feeble 
constitutions,  as  we  have  more  or  less  in  this  and  all  malarious  coun- 
tries, the  red  corpuscles  are  often  greatly  impoverished ;  and,  of 
course,  the  digestive  and  assimilative  organs  are  more  or  lees  un- 
paired— impaired  for  the  i^ason  that  they  are  jaded,  worn,  and  over- 
taxed, in  their  efforts  to  renew  the  supply  of  blood,  so  mgently 
demanded  by  all  the  tissues.  Some  physicians  seem  never  to  have 
conceived  the  fact  that  the  blood  is  the  means  of  sustaining  the  tit- 
sues  ;  that  food  is  necessary  to  its  production,  and  that  digestion  is 
necessary  to  its  appropriation  in  the  assimilative  process.  Neither  do 
they  seem  to  have  calculated  how  much  mischief  a  single  doie  of 
hydrarg.  subchloridum  may  do  in  lessening  the  digestive  capacity,  and 
in  lowering  the  general  tone  of  the  system. 

When  the  supply  of  blood  is  short — when  the  patient  can  acarce 
make  enough  on  which  to  sustain  life,  and  nothing  for  the  re8torati<m 
of  the  system, — will  you  reduce  him  still  more  ?  Some  practitioners 
justify  reducing  treatment  in  such  cases,  because  they  find  an  irritable 
stomach,  or  pain  within  the  right  hypochondrium.  Poor  fellow  !  if 
his  stomach  was  not  irritable,  or  he  suffered  not  pain  somewhere 
within  the  over-worked  blood-making  organs,  it  would  be  strange, 
indeed.  To  reduce  such  a  case  is  the  reductio  ad  absurdum.  Tonics, 
alterants, — stimulants,  even,  will  cure  such  a  case  quicker  than  such 
treatment.  **  Oh, yes,"  some  reductionist  will  say,  "I  like  to  remove 
all  the  irritation  before  commencing  such  treatment."  Yes,  sir,  but 
to  remove  all  the  irritation  would  be  to  remove  the  life  principle  itself. 
Some  physicians  have  a  holy  horror  of  stimulants.  Why,  light  is  a 
stimulant,  atmospheric  air  is  a  stimulant,  and  so  are  bread  and  water 
stimulants.  Give  the  blood  plenty  of  its  appropriate  pabulum,  pour 
into  it  its  own  constituents,  and  the  skin,  the  kidneys,  and  the  glandu- 
lar structures,  those  great  eliminators,  will  carry  out  the  jnaieriei 
morhi. 
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Of  two  conditions  of  system,  the  one  below,  and  the  other  above, 
the  healthy  standard,  I  should  very  mach  prefer  the  former,  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  so  much  easier  to  destroy  than  it  is  to  build  up :  it  is 
mQ<^  easier  to  unmake  than  to  make,  particularly  in  our  humid  and 
changeable  climate,  so  well  adapted  to  the  production  of  malaria  and 
malarious  diseases.  Heat  and  moisture,  and  probably  vegetable  de- 
composition, are  necessary  to  the  production  of  malaria.  All  of  these 
conditions  we  have.  Occupying  a  low  position,  being  but  a  few  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  conti- 
■eni  within  the  miscalled  temperate  zone,  we  have  the  ksai.  Our 
proximity  to  the  great  chain  of  lakes,  the  greatest  collections  of  fresh 
water  on  the  globe,  gives  us  from  forty-six  to  seventy  inches  as  the 
mean  annual  rain-fall ;  and  the  level,  clayey,  timbered  character  of 
dM  earth's  surface  is  well  adapted  to  its  retention.  Then  we  have  the 
wtoUhare ;  and  these  two  conditions,  heat  and  moisture,  with  our 
ridi  toil,  produce  the  vegetation  ready  for  deeaif.  Add  to  this  the 
sktmj^eableness  of  our  climate.  Now  you  are  plunged  into  a  hot-air 
bath«  temperature  85^. to  90°  Fahr.  Each  superficial  blood-vessel  is 
distended  with  blood,  and  the  sweat  stands  out  in  beaded  drops  at 
efery  pore.  Now  it  is  changed  to  a  cold-air  bath,  filled  with  a  moist 
edialation  from  Lake  Michigan,  driven  before  a  northern  breese. 
Then  the  blood  recedes  from  the  surface,  producing  internal  conges- 
tions. Erasmus  Wilson's  twenty-eight  miles  of  skin  tube  is  closed 
■p,  and  the  thirty-five  ounces  of  material  that  the  physiologists  tell 
■B  are  eliminated  thereby  every  twenty-four  hours,  are  thrown  back 
apon  the  internal  oigans.  Then  follow  irritations  of  the  bronchia, 
sad  of  the  air  passages  generally.  The  kidneys,  with  their  long  tract 
of  nriniferous  tubules,  must  perform  an  excess  of  labor.  The  foun- 
tains of  the  great  deep  of  the  skin  are  turned  loose  upon  them  ;  then 
ooiaes  congestion,  if  not  irritation,  with  pain  in  the  loins ;  and  the 
^leen,  that  refuge  of  the  blood  in  times  of  danger,  is  engorged,  and 
to  of  all  the  internal  oigans. 

\Vhat  man  of  ordinary  sense  does  not  know  that  such  a  climate, 
constantly  alternating  between  hot  and  cold,  wet  and  dry,  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  disease  ?  As  a  result,  our  people  have  not  the  same  glow 
•f  health  ah  the  people  of  higher  and  dryer  regions — as  in  Pennsylva- 
aia  or  Virginia.  Even  the  people  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri  look 
beller  than  our  people,  being  further  removed  from  the  moist  exhala- 
tkms  from  the  great  chain  of  lakes,  and  breathing  a  less  malarious 
ataioaphere.  Bear  a  child  in  such  a  climate,  and  although  it  may 
•nrer  have  had  agne,  or  fever,  yet  the  blood  corpuscles  must  have 
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suffered  more  Or  less  deterioration  ;  and  as  a  result,  snch  an  individnal 
must  be  smaller,  paler,  than  if  reared  in  a  non-malarious  atmosphere. 
Suppose  only  one  blood-globule  in  twenty  has  been  destroyed  thus : 
such  an  individual  must  be  one-twentieth  less  in  size,  and  the  pree- 
ence  of  that  much  effete  morbid  material  within  the  blood  will  lessen 
the  energy  and  vigor  of  the  system ;  and  it  follows  that  the  type  </ 
organization  will  be  less  solid  and  compact. 

But  it  is  said  that  persons  reared  hero,  or  who  have  resided  here 
for  a  length  of  time,  get  acclimated.     In  a  certain  sense  they  may 
become  acclimated — acclimated  just  this  far,  and  no  farther  :   the  sys- 
tem may  arrive  at  a  certain  amount  of  tolerance  of  the  poison — that 
is  to  say,  it  may  no  longer  manifest  itself  in  those  outbreaks  or  par-^ 
oxysms  we  call  ague  ;  but  the  poison  is  there,  and  requires  constant 
work,  labor,  taxation  of  system,  for  its  elimination.    The  vital  oi^guiB 
being  constantly  engaged  thus,  instead  of  laying  up  stores  for  fotare 
use,  like  a  garrison,  that  must  stand  guard  all  the  time,  because  of 
the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy,  having  no  time  to  throw  up 
fortifications  for  its  defence, — then  if  a  little  exposed,  a  trifling  accident, 
occurs,  {e.g,y  a  cold,)  the  individual,  unable  to  throw  off  both  malaria 
and  additional  disease,  is  prostrated  with  some  one  of  the  protean 
forms  of  that  disease  ;  and  every  such  prostration  is  an  additional  blow 
at  the  vital  organs.     It  may  be  weeks  ere  the  patient  wholly  recovers 
from  such  an  attack,  and  then,  perhaps,  only  to  return  to  the  same 
condition  of  system.     All  this  time  the  blood-making  organs  are  de- 
ranged ;  the  blood  is  impure,  and  the  tissue  it  builds  up  can  not  b^ 
healthful.     More  or  less  of  such  experience  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
almost  every  one  reared  in  Indiana. 

Our  native-bom  citizens  do  not  resist  malarious  diseases  as  well  as 
Europeans  who  have  been  reared  in  a  non-malarious  climate ;  and 
the  reason  is  obvious :  not  having  had  their  systems  exposed  to  the 
action  of  malaria — not  having  suffered  the  attendant  derangement  of 
the  blood-making  organs,  nature  has  built  up  for  them  a  better  type  ef 
cell  gro^cth  than  we  have. 

I  know  we  are  told  that  quinia  is  an  antidote  to  malaria ;  use  it 
freely,  and  you  will  not  have  it.  Quinia  is  not  an  antidote,  in  the 
loose  sense  in  which  we  often  use  the  term.  It  does  not  neutralize 
the  poison,  by  changing  it  chemically  into  some  harmless  compound. 
Strictly  speaking,  the  word  antidote  **  signifies  any  remedy  capable  of 
combating  the  effect  of  poisons  "  (Dunglison)  ;  and  this  quinia  does, 
as  a  blood-depurant,  by  heightening  the  action  of  the  various  emunc- 
tories,  as  the  skin,  kidneys,  and  liver,  thereby  carrying  out  of  the 
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blood  the  effects  of  the  disease.  Thas,  qninia  may  eliminate  the  re- 
tained urea,  or  uric  acid,  or  reproduce  the  taurine  of  the  bile,  as  sug- 
gested by  Headland.  But  even  if  quinine  did  neutralize  the  malaria 
poison,  and  there  should  be  no  effete  matter  resulting  therefrom  left 
within  the  blood,  still,  we  could  not  prevent  malarious  diseases. 
Why  ?  Because  quinine  is  bitter — very,  very  bitter ;  and  your  pa- 
tient will  only  swallow  it  when  he  has  to.  Swallowing  bitter  **  stuff" 
is  not  a  pleasant  thing.  Besides,  you  may  give  it  all  day,  at  stated 
intervals,  and  your  patient  may  retire  at  night,  to  dream  of  rosy  health 
on  the  morrow  ;  but  all  this  time  he  must  breathe — breathing  is  neces- 
nry  to  life ;  and  at  each  inspiration  he  inhales  a  given  amount  of  the 
dread  disease  he  would  destroy,  thus  gently,  insidiously,  persistently 
undermining  the  breakwater  he  has  been  rearing.  Mal-aria,  or  had 
dr,  as  the  name  imports,  must  be  breathed,  or  no  air. 

Kow,  gentlemen,  this  brings  me  to  the  practical  suggestion  I  would 
make,  namely,  that  you  shall  he  as  a^sidious,  as  persistent^  in  the  use 
efthe  appropriate  remedy  for  your  patients^  as  nature  or  our  climate  is 
ni  the  production  qf  disease ;  that  in  our  country  you  will  expect  the 
existence  of  a  large  class  of  diseases  belonging  to  the  type  known  as 
adynamic,  and  that  often  they  have  superadded  that  qualifying  ex- 
pression, "  chronic  ;  "  that  a  chronic  disease  is  a  highly  finished  pro- 
duction, not  the  work  of  an  hour,  nor  a  day,  but  the  result  of  a  long 
continued,  perhaps  unremitting,  operation  of  morbid  influences  for 
years  and  years  together ;  that  to  think  of  removing  such  a  thing  as 
A  "chronic"  disease,  at  once,  is  the  height  of  folly.  Generally, 
there  are  no  nigh  cuts  to  a  cure  through  ptyalism,  or  other  active 
igents  suddenly  impressing  the  system.  It  is  a  gradual  work,  and 
muht  be  patiently  pursued.  No  man,  however  skilled  in  arte  medica, 
can  effect  a  cure  who  does  impress  his  patient  with  this  idea.  Most 
patients  expect  to  be  cured  at  once  ;  and  the  doctor  too  Ireq  Hv  en- 
courages this  unreasonable  expectation.  As  a  result,  the  patient  ta.::;:i 
his  medicine  for  a  few  days,  or  longer,  as  the  case  may  be,  then  rests 
from  medicines  for  a  while,  then  tries  another  doctor,  and  so  on,  per- 
haps with  half  a  dozen  physicians,  quitting  on  patent  medicine, 
worse  than  at  first.  Then  you  will  hear  such  complaints  as  this  :  "  I 
have  tried  all  the  doctors,  and  they  have  done  me  no  good."  To 
inch  complaints  I  have  said,  "  Madame,  you  have  not  taken  the  right 
thing  long  enough.  You  must  remember  the  world  wasn't  made  in 
ame  day.  You  mnst  not  expect  a  disease  of  six  months'  duration  to 
be  cured  in  a  week,  nor  two  weeks.  We  are  going  to  sharpen  i^^ 
joju  blood-making  organs.     It  will  take  three  or  four  weeks,  j 
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haps,  to  get  70a  started  up  hill,  and  then  we  expect  to  better  your 
case,  not  by  a  sudden  and  wonderful  transformation  of  tissue,  but  by 
gp^ually,  and,  I  doubt  not,  certainly,  building  up  your  system,  a 
little  to-day  and  a  little  to-morrow,  on  the  principle  that  drops  make 
up  the  ocean,  and  sands  the  sea-shore.  You  must  not  expect  to  be 
cured  suddenly.  No  great  and  shining  light  is  going  to  appear  unto 
you,  whereby  you  are  to  be  told  what  to  do  to  be  cured  ai  once.  No, 
madame,  the  days  of  miracles  are  past.  You  are  to  be  cured  as  much 
by  your  own  efforts  as  the  doctor's.  It  is  easy  for  me  to  gire  yoa 
what  you  need,  but  you  must  take  it,  and  take  it  long  enough  to  cure 
you,  or  you  can  not  expect  to  get  cured.  Suppose  you  had  to  ascend 
'an  exceeding  high  mountain,'  like  that  which  the  Devil  took  our 
Savior  up  into  :  wouldn't  you  think  you  had  better  be  making  a  little 
of  the  journey  every  day, — not  stop  on  the  way  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  see  if  you  wouldn't  go  up  anyhow  ?  "  Thus  I  have  induced  pa- 
tients to  commence  and  continue  a  systematic  course  of  treatment, 
ending  in  their  recovery. 

We  too  often  forget  the  advice  of  Hippocrates,  namely,  that  the 
physician  is  the  minister  and  interpreter  of  nature,  and  not  her  master. 
We  too  often  lose  sight  of  those  slow,  silent,  yet  telling,  forces  of 
the  system.  Moments,  when  aggregated,  make  up  the  sum  of  life* 
A  child  may  amuse  itself  with  the  sparks  emitted  by  an  electric  ma- 
chine, but  the  aggregation  of  those  little  sparks  constitute  the  terrible 
thunderbolt  that  rends  the  earth  with  its  shock.  80  the  minute  odl 
accretions,  resulting  from  improved  and  increased  red  corpuscles, 
when  they  come  to  be  aggregated,  week  after  week,  tell,  in  results  that 
astonish  even  the  physician,  whether  they  have  been  brought  about  by 
improving  the  condition  of  the  blood-makinff  organs,  or  by  pouring 
into  the  blood  its  own  elements,  or  by  both  combined,  with,  perhaps, 
additional  appeals  to  that  presiding  genius,  the  nervous  system. 

Three  things  are  necessary  to  the  successful  treatment  of  the  ady- 
namic and  chronic  type  of  diseases  :  Ist.  To  know  what  is  the  mat- 
ter ;  2nd.  To  furnish  the  appropriate  remedy ;  3rd.  The  patient  must 
take  the  remedy.  As  a  means  of  arnving  at  the  pathological  condi- 
tion of  such  cases,  I  know  of  no  one  resource  that  furnishes  such  a 
clue  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  patient  as  microscopical  and  chem- 
ical examinations  of  the  urinary  deposits.  These  ** deposits"  mean 
a  vast  deal.  They  are  the  scoria,  the  debris,  that  nature  throws  out  of 
her  great  work-shop  as  she  busily,  ceaselessly  plies  her  task.  They 
are  "flyings,"  that  tell  what  kind  of  "fabric"  is  being  made  within. 
The  Uroscopist  is  an  a  posteriori  reasoner.     He  reasons  from  that 
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whidi  is,  to  that  wbicb  musi  have  heen;  and  nothing  is,  without  some- 
tiling  wets.  In  these  low  forms  of  disease  there  is  often  a  leak  some- 
where— a  screw  loose  in  some  part  of  the  organism.  The  microscope 
will  generally  tell  yon  where  it  is,  and  what  il  is. 

In  conclnsion,  allow  me  to  say  that  the  physician  who  has  only 
learned  how  to  rednce,  to  tear  down,  to  destroy,  is  only  half  a  doctor. 
Ifoch  the  most  difficult  task — a  task  requiring  much  the  most  skill — 
ia  that  of  learning  how  to  build  up,  to  restore,  to  create  anew. 

Gkntlemen,  in  retiring  from  the  chair  I  commend  to  you  the  careful 
consideration  of  onr  numerous  adynamic  diseases,  and  their  climatic 
rdadonaliip. 


i»  ■ 


AmncLB  II. 

Report  of  Cases. 

BT  C.  V.    POWUEB,  M.D.,  rOLAHD,  O. 

In  making  this  report  of  cases,  I  will  confine  myself  strictly  to 
what  I  conceive  to  be  points  of  special  interest  and  practical  impor- 
tance—-omitting  ordinary  symptoms  and  treatment,  except  so  far  as 
the  pecnliarity  of  each  case  may  require  for  its  elucidation. 

Cask  1st. — Talipes  Varus, — Shaw  Russell's  son,  aged  four  years  ; 
lesidenoe,  Petersburg,  0.  The  distortion  of  the  foot  was  so  great  as 
to  present  the  upper  surfaces  of  the  external  cuneiform  and  cuboid 
bonea  to  the  floor  in  walking. 

Feb.  1,  1859. — Divided  tendo  achillis,  tendon  of  the  anterior  tibial 
■raade,  and  plantar  aponeurosis.  Having  experienced  great  inconve- 
nlenoe  from  the  use  of  ordinary  appliances  to  maintain  the  proper 
poaition  of  the  foot,  after  similar  operations  when  not  directly  under 
my  supervision,  I  resolved  to  try  the  efficacy  of  a  permanent  apparatus 
of  starch  bandage. 

Feb.  2. — Accomplished  the  object  by  means  of  bandage  soaked  in 
mucilage  composed  of  gum  arabic,  white  of  eggs,  and  starch.  To 
give  the  foot  its  proper  bearing  to  the  leg  until  the  bandage  hard- 
ened, a  splint  adapted  to  the  outer  aspect  of  the  leg,  and  terminating 
at  ita  lower  extremity,  with  a  plate  of  steel  the  length  of  the  foot  at 
right  angle  with  leg  splint,  and  securely  fastened  thereto,  was  em- 
ployed. By  circular  and  reflected  turns  of  the  bandage  from  the  toes 
to  near  the  knee,  and  back  as  far  as  the  ankle,  the  leg  was  prepared 
for  the  splint,  which,  being  applied,  was  secured  to  the  limb  by  re- 
pealed turns  of  roller  sufficient  to  make  four  layers  of  bandage  over 
leg  portion  of  the  splint.     The  foot  was  next  forcibly  brought  upward 
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and  outward  to  our  lateral  splint,  and  secured  there  by  several  layen 
of  starched  bandage — thicker  at  back  than  front  part  of  the  foot,  in 
order  to  strengthen  that  part  subjected  to  the  greatest  strain  in  walk- 
ing. The  leg  was  then  held  near  the  fire,  and  bandage  dried,  which 
required  three  hours'  time.  The  dressing  being  dry  enough  to  retain 
the  foot  in  position  without  the  splint,  the  bandage  was  cut  through 
along  the  whole  length  of  the  leg  splint,  which  latter  was  removed  in 
such  way  as  to  draw  the  foot  splint  from  its  bed.  By  using  a  thick 
splint,  its  removal  preserved  length  enough  of  bandage  to  permit  the 
cut  extremities  to  overlap  and  be  readjusted  to  the  leg  (after  freshen- 
ing with  mucilage),  by  interlacing  somewhat  after  the  form  of  the 
bandage  of  Scultctus.  A  diy  bandage  was  next  applied  over  the 
whole  dressing,  until  perfect  consolidation  was  effected.  As  long  as 
the  cplint  formed  part  of  the  dressing,  the  child  seemed  to  suffer  some 
uneasiness ;  but  not  the  least  after  its  removal. 

Feb.  3. — Child  slept  well  all  night,  and  was  permitted  to  go  home, 
with  directions  to  be  returned  if  the  dressing  failed  of  its  purpose,  or 
proved  a  source  of  irritation.  Contrary  to  my  expectations,  four 
months  elapsed  before  the  child  was  brought  back.  The  parents  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  suffered  no  inconvenience  from  the  dressing, 
but  walked  with  facility,  and  had  gained  great  confidence  in  the  leg 
for  the  purpose  of  locomotion.  Notwithstanding  the  frequent  wetting 
by  urine,  etc.,  of  dressings,  they  had  been  kept  perfectly  solid  by  oc- 
casional applications  of  gum  mucilage  to  the  surface.  The  bandage 
was  then  cut  through  and  removed.  The  foot  could  not  be  in  better 
shape  than  it  was  found,  except  a  very  slight  inclination  of  the  toes 
inward.  The  child  walked  with  the  foot  bare,  and  without  any  ten- 
dency to  inversion  of  it.  No  further  support  was  necessary  by  me- 
chanical appliance.  I  examined  the  foot  in  April,  1860,  and  pro- 
nounced it  a  perfect  cure. 

Physicians  who  have  engaged  to  any  extent  in  the  Orthopasdic  prac- 
tice of  surgery,  concede  the  fact  that  success  depends  mainly  upon 
perfect  adjustment  after  the  division  of  contracted  tendons.  From 
the  result  obtained  in  this  case  by  the  permanent  apparatus,  I  have 
much  confidence  in  recommending  it  to  the  profession,  and  doubt  not 
that  it  will  prove  the  most  reliable,  least  irritating  to  the  patient,  and 
the  most  available  dressing  to  harmonize  the  faulty  action  ormoscles, 
in  all  varieties  of  club-foot,  yet  employed  for  that  purpose. 

Case  2d. — Strangtdated  Direct  Inguinal  Hernia, — Asa  Smith,  of 
Boardman,  O.,  aged  57  years.  All  efforts  at  reduction  by  the  taxis 
failing  after  forty-eight  hours'  trial  by  Dr.  Truesdale  and  myself,  we 
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made  the  nsual  operation  to  divide  the  stricture  existing  in  this  case  at 
the  inferior  edge  of  the  transverse  and  internal  oblique  muscles.  The 
hernial  sac  contained  only  intestine,  which  was  readily  returned  to  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen.  On  account  of  the  continuance  of  symptoms 
of  strangulation  the  following  day,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  allow 
the  sac  and  intestines  to  descend,  for  further  examination  ;  but  neither 
atrictore  at  the  neck  of  the  sac,  or  elsewhere,  was  found.  Nothing 
presented  externally  at  the  usual  points  of  hernial  protrusion  to  indi- 
cate the  seat  of  stricture ;  and  random  exploration  with  the  knife  was 
considered  unwarrantable  by  patient  and  friends.  He  died  four  days 
afler  being  operated  upon.  Post  mortem  examination  revealed  a  but- 
ton-like process  of  small  intestine  strangulated  at  the  internal  abdom- 
inal ring,  not  large  enough  to  be  discovered  at  the  integument.  The 
peculiarity  of  the  case  was,  therefore,  the  existence  on  the  same  side 
of  a  strangulated  direct  inguinal  hernia,  and  a  strangulated  oblique 
inguinal  hernia.  The  case  is  interesting,  not  only  from  its  anomalous 
diaracter,  but  as  being  strikingly  suggestive,  in  a  practical  point  of 


Cabb  8d. — £xcision  of  the  Cornea. — R.  S.  Atcheson,  farmer,  aged  31 
years ;  residence,  Bedford,  Pa.  Was  called,  December  27th,  1858,  to 
extirpate  his  eye,  to  relieve  him  from  periodical  attacks  of  inflamma- 
tion, and  excruciating  pain  consequent  upon  the  receipt  of  an  injury 
eight  years  before,  when  a  fragment  of  percussion  cap  was  supposed 
to  have  lodged  in  the  posterior  chamber  of  the  eye.  Notwithstanding 
the  diffused  leucoma  of  the  cornea  and  opacity  of  the  crystalline  lens, 
I  attempted  to  dissuade  him  from  operative  interference,  regarding 
the  presence  of  a  foreign  substance  in  the  eye  as  somewhat  doubtful, 
and  the  existing  inflammation  as  contra-indicating  immediate  opera- 
tive procedure.  He  was  not,  however,  to  be  dissuaded,  having  learned 
the  happy  result  of  a  similar  operation  I  performed  for  W.  Rodgers, 
of  an  adjoining  village,  who  also  had  been  injured  by  the  lodgment 
of  a  percussion  cap  in  the  eyeball,  from  the  irritation  of  which  the 
whole  interior  of  the  eye  was  filled  with  a  growth  evidently  of  fibrous 
quality,  and  consequently  amenable  only  to  extirpation.  Atcheson 
waa  ao  determined  upon  immediate  extirpation,  that  we  compromised 
the  matter  by  excising  the  cornea  and  iris,  and  evacuating  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  eye  of  its  contentii.  The  operation  was  made  by 
Beer's  cataract  knife,  as  for  extraction  of  cataract.  The  flap  thus 
formed  was  held  by  a  toothed  forceps,  and  the  edge  of  the  knife  turned 
downwards,  to  complete  the  excision  of  the  cornea.  To  facilitate  ex- 
ploration of  the  posterior  chamber,  and  to  prevent  protrusion  of  the 


\ 
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iris  during  the  reparative  process,  the  iris  also  was  lemoyed. 

hlood  was  forced  out  of  the  sclerotic  chamber  of  the  eye,  which,  upoi 

examination,  presented  a  healthy  internal  surface.     Closed  the  lida 

applied  cold-water  compress,  and  gave  him  half  a  grain  of  acetate  o*^^      ^t 

morphine.     Pain  subsided  immediately  after  removal  of  blood  doi^  -C^ot 

from  the  posterior  chamber  of  the  eye,  and  has  not  since  ^ 

The  remaining  stump  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  adjustment  of 

artificial  eye,  having  gained  adhesions  at  its  free  margin,  and  filled 

within  so  as  to  preserve  in  great  measure  the  symmetry  of  parts. 

little  inconvenience  did  he  experience  from  the  operation,  or  rather,  a 

great  was  the  relief  in  consequence  of  it,  that  the  following 

he  was  walking  about  the  door-yard,  quite  comfortable. 


AETICLB    III. 

Castration  for  Epilepsy. 

BT  JAMES  I.    BOOKEB,   M.D.,  CASTLETOK,  IHDIAKA. 

John  A.,  act.  35,  bachelor,  American,  laborer,  consulted  me, 
ber  20,  1860,  for  what  he  termed  "  fits."  After  interrogation, 
following  history  was  elicited :  He  is  one  of  six  children,  five  livissfiT 
and  healthy.  Parents  died  at  an  advanced  age, — ^but  is  not  able 
tell  from  what  cause ;  does  not  think  that  there  is  any  hereditary 
disposition  to  insanity  or  epilepsy  in  the  family ;  was  himself  in 
enjoyment  of  excellent  health  up  to  fifteen  years  ago,  at  which 
he  commenced  the  practice  of  masturbation.  He  also  had  a  tolerable 
English  education,  which  he  obtained  as  readily  as  most  of  his  datf*'* 
mates.  Five  years  after  indulging  excessively  in  self-abuse,  was  fo'*'  |  j 
the  first  time  attacked  with  epilepsy,  coming  on  suddenly,  withoW^ 
any  premonitory  symptoms,  generally  at  night,  and  always  immeai-  |^ 
ately  after  masturbating.  He  found  his  general  health  failing  ;  msss^'  1^ 
ory  becoming  defective.  Was  advised  to  try  the  effect  of  medicin*^  l*,^ 
and,  as  usual,  run  the  gauntlet  of  quackery. 

Discarded  by  friends  for  his  loathsome  practice,  he  was  often  caf^^'  l^r. 
pelled  to  look  to  the  charity  of  the  world  for  support.  At  the  till'*  i,^ 
of  my  first  interview  with  him  (Dec.  20,  1860)  he  was  in  a  deplort*  J^. 
ble  condition  :  wild,  idiotic  expression  ;  tried  to  avoid  society,  feiii*** 
in  particular,  for  which  he  said  he  had  an  abhorrence.  He  was  v^O^  |> ,, 
free  to  confess  his  guilt,  and  asked  piteously  for  something  to  be  Aoi^^ 
to  enable  him  to  desist  his  habit ;  for  him  to  try  within  himself  '^^         ■  ^ 


i 


■  • 


'■'^4 


'^ 


impossible— knowing,  at  the  same  time,  the  penalty  would  be  a  §ei''         fi^  -^ 
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«!•  of  epilepsy.  At  this  time  he  was  not  competent  to  earn  a  liveli- 
kood,  and  was  an  object  of  charity.  Was  not  able  to  write  his  own 
aame,  or  read  bnt  little. 

Mr.  L.,  a  very  intelligent  farmer,  with  whom  he  had  resided  for 
some  time,  informed  me  that  the  most  of  the  time  he  showed  marked 
symptoms  of  insanity,  and  that  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  need  every  means 
exc^  confinement  to  induce  liim  to  desist  from  self-abuse,  but  to  no 
pnrpose.  The  patient  was  advised  to  call  again  in  a  few  days,  and  I 
would  take  his  case  nnder  consultation. 

Knowing,  as  we  do,  that  one  of  the  causes  of  epilepsy  is  extreme 

•exnal  excesses,  also  knowing  that  castration  has  been  performed  with 

some  success  in  such  cases,  the  present  case  to  me  looked  favorable  for 

«u  operation.     After  due  deliberation,  I  resolved  on  performing  double 

emstrmtion ;  and  on  Jan.  21,  1861,  at  my  own  ofiBce,  the  patient  was 

l^xooght  under  the  influence  of  chloroform  and  sulph.  ether,  equal 

parte,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Wm.  Cyrus,  of  Allisonville, 

tlie  operation  was  performed  in  the  usual  way,  with  the  exception  of 

lifting  the  spermatic  arteries  and  dividing  the  cord.     The  latter  was 

ae  close  to  the  testicle  as  possible.     It  was  found  impossible  to 

the  arteries,  owing  to  their  smallness  ;  and  it  was  resolved  to 

Ht^ttte  the  entire  cord.     Not  an  unpleasant  symptom  originated  from 

ikSm,    The  patient  was  put  to  bed,  and  cold-water  dressing  applied. 

8ix  hoars  after  the  operation,  secondary  haemorrht^e  came  on,  from 

one  of  the  scrotal  arteries  ;  it  was  found,  and  ligated  without  the  loss 

of  much  blood.     The  patient  was  closely  watched  during  that  night 

Vy  my  student,  Jacob  V.  Floss,  and  cold-water  dressing  applied  every 

tai  minutes  through  the  night. 

Jta.  22. — ^Tbe  patient  this  morning  says  he  feels  comfortable ;  pulse 
74,  and  full;  in  short,  is  doing  very  well.  From  this  time  up  t^  the 
P*wsi»t  (April  20)  he  has  been  improving  admirably.  Ligatures 
OMDe  away  on  the  twelfth  day.  Woimd  healed  mostly  by  the  first  in- 
^B^^,  eiMf  hoM  nci  had  a  fit  since  the  operation,  or  a  symptom  of  one. 
1  would  here  remark  that  I  kept  hira  at  my  own  residence,  in  order 
^"^  1  might  carefully  watch  his  progress.  It  looks  unreasonable  that 
*  Patient  who  had  been  suffering  so  long  from  epilepsy  should  be  re- 
"^'^  90  suddenly,  but  it  is  positively  so  with  my  patient.  He  is  now 
*•■•  to  work  ;  says  he  feels  very  much  better  than  he  did  previous  to 
^  <>pention  ;  no  inclination  to  masturbation— can't  produce  an  cree- 
ls ^  any  mental  effort ;  has  had  some  priapism  at  night,  but  says 
^  ^^rigiimfed  from  the  heat  of  the  bed.  As  I  before  stated,  the  cord 
^  Winded  as  close  to  the  testicle  as  possible.     I  thought  that  the 
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further  I  could  keep  away  from  the  peritoneum,  the  less  liability  tin 
would  be  of  peritonitis.     The  cord  is  entirely  absorbed. 

The  above  case  is  a  very  interesting  and  instractive  one.     I 
well  aware  that  castration  for  epilepsy  is  an  operation  that  has  beer 
severely  criticised  by  many  of  the  profession,  probably  from  the  fact 
it  has  not  been  thoroughly  tested.     I  shall  not  enter  into  an  argam< 
in  favor  of  the  operation  in  my  case,  from  the  effect  of  the  operati 
I  shall  not  hesitate  to  castrate  again  under  similar  circnmstanoes. 
shall  keep  my  patient  under  my  immediate  notice  for  the  next  s; 
months ;  and  should  he  have  a  return  of  the  disease,  I  will  im: 
ately  let  the  profession  know  through  the  press. 


■  •  »  »  ■ 


AETICLK    XT. 


Puerperal  Fever,  connected  with  Intermittent  Fever,  with  remarkt 

upon  Dr.  J.  E.  Tliompton't  Cites. 

BT  O.  C.  OIBBS,  M.  D.,  rBEWSBUBQ,  V.  T. 

In  this  Journal,  for  February,  Dr.  J.  E.  Thompson,  of  Lyncto^ 
burgh,  111.,  has  several  reported  cases  of  puerperal  fever*  three 
which  cases  were  complicated  with  intermittent  fever.     Upon 
we  would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks,  and  yet  we  would  not  willing*!^ 
give  offence  to  Dr.  Thompson,  nor  do  we  wish  to  be  over  critical.     VlT'^ 
are  always  thankful  for  the  honest  and  respectfully  expressed  opinioO^ 
of  others,  upon  any  matters  connected  with  our  opinions  or  experienca^-* 
And  more,  we  regard  it  to  be  our  duty  to  throw  into  the  general  stor^" 
house  of  medical   literature  the  results  of  our  matured  opinions  ao.^ 
carefully  observed  experience,  however  insignificant  the  former,  or  lirfi-'' 
itcd  the  latter,  to  be  sifted  by  time  and  future  observation,  for  kernel 
of  truth,  to  be  added,  if  any  be  found,  to  the  rich  gamer  of  m< 
science. 

Dr.  Thompson  has  met  six  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  in  conjnncti« 
with  intermittent  fever ;  three  of  these  are  reported.     Remarking  ap 
these,  he  says  :     "It  occurs  to  my  mind,  that  this  is  a  complicati 
not  spoken  of  by  authors, — at  least  I  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as 
have  read  any  account  of  it.      Case  3d  is  the  fourth  case  of  it  1  h*-"^"^ 
known  to  die,  when  it  was  complicated  or  preceded  by  ague  ;  in  fact^    -•' 


have  not  known  but  two  cases  to  recover.    ...  I  have  not  kno 
a  puerperal  woman  thus  affected  (that  is*  with  ague)  to  get  thro 
parturition  and  its  necessary  consequences,  without  some  accident  o»  * 
more  or  less  serious  character."     In  these  cases.  Dr.  Thompson    '^ 
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<)^i&ite  undecided  whether  "  the  ague' constituted  a  special  pathological 
We  anspect  he  inclines  to  a  negative,  for  that  pncamonia 
have  a  malarial  origin  he  thinks  is  a  dogma  that  Dr.  La  Roche 
forever  pnt  to  rest. 
Ijet  oa  first  consider  a  few  points  in  treatment,  and  then  we  will 
oar  views  of  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  such  cases.     In  the 
of  theee  complicated  cases  reported,  Dr.  Thompson  says :  **  Twelve 
after  last  chill,  took  eighteen  onnces  of  hlood  ;  was  compelled  to 
from  fainting ;  closed  the  orifice,  and  let  her  rest  for  some  ten 
linotet,  and  opened  it  again  and  took  ten  onnces  more."     In  the 
kiid  case  he  says  he  *'  took  twenty -three  onnces  from  a  large  orifice, 
ig  compelled  to  desist  from  her  fainting."     In  the  third  case,  he 
**  took  twenty  ounces  of  hlood,  being  compelled  to  desist  from  her 
^^niing;  bat  in  four  hoars  took  ten  ounces  more  from  same  orifice." 
"Bbe  bleeding  was  usually  followed  with  ten  grains  of  calomel,  and 
^^^•t  followed  with  caator  oil.     We  can  not  enter  into  detail.     Of  the 
cases,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  but  two  had  quinine,  and,  as  if  to 
an  important  lesson,  these  trere  the  only  two  that  recovered.     In 
^^  one  case,  on  the  third  day,  two  grains  of  quinine  was  ordered, 
^^ice  a  day,  and  that  repeated  four  days  ;  in  the  other  case,  fifteen 
were  given  on  the  second  day,  and  not  repeated.     Dr.  Thomp- 
avidently  did  not  place  any  i-eliance  upon  the  quinine  for  the  cure 
^  the  puerperal  disease,  and  was  evidently  afraid  of  it  even,  for  the 
^^ttB  of  the  intermittent,  because  of  the  inflammation  present. 

We  hold  to  a  different  opinion  in  regard  to  the  connection  of  the  in- 
^mmAtion  and  the  fever,  and  honestly  believe,  that  had  those  six 
yoQDg  mothers  had  each  from  five  to  ten  gi*ains  of  quinine,  and  from 
^^^  to/aur  grains  of  opium,  three  or  four  hours  before  the  chill  was 
^^pected,  and  repeated  at  the  same  time  once  daily,  with  smaller 
^^o«ca  if  needed,  at  more  frequent  intervals  during  the  day,  and  veratum 
^ride,  in  such  doses  and  at  such  intervals  as  would  have  been  ncces- 
^rj  to  keep  the  pulse  at  its  normal  frequency,  at  least  five  out  of  the 
^X  might  have  been  saved  to  their  helpless  infants,  to  their  families, 
^  to  society.     Childbed  fever  is  not  a  common  disease  in  the  country, 
Ui  when  it  does  occur,  it  is  usually  responsive  to   treatment.    In 
^Ive  vears  of  practice,  we  have  never  lost  such  a  case.     In  all  of  the 
ptfjrteti  coroplicateii  cases,  the  patients  were  suffering  from  intermit- 
^t  fever  ai  the  time  of  confinement.     Had  this  fever  been  at  once  ar- 
tlted  by  proper  means,  we  feel  quite  confident  that  the  child-bed  tewi 
ndd  Htrer  have  occured. 
Dn.  W.  A.  Brown,  of  Texas,  and  W.  K.  Bowling,  of  Nashville, 
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Tenn.,  believe  that  inflammatory  complicationa,  in  miasmatio  ferns, 
are  the  result  of  a  malarious  cause*  and  are.  best  cared  by  remediM 
appropriate  to  malarious  fevers.  Dr.  Brown  r^^rda  all  inflammalorf 
complications  of  intermittent  fever  as  the  result  of  the  malariow 
cause,  or  of  injudicious  and  inefficient  treatment.  Prof.  Bowling  tsfa, 
that  in  infiammaiory  intermittents  one  moderate  bleeding  is  quite  edS" 
cient,  and  then  quinine  in  about  doMe  the  dose  necessary  in  a  simpia 
case  should  be  administered  immediately  after  the  bleeding.  Dr.  Brown 
says,  that  in  the  last  seven  years  he  has  treated  thousands  of  caaea  cf 
malarious  diseases*  with  almost  every  form  of  complication,  wilhoat 
the  loss  of  a  case.  He  treats  all  complications  oi  the  re^M  ef 
the  malarious  cause.  The  learned  Dr.  Drake  was  of  the  same  opinion 
with  Prof.  Bowling.  When  an  inflammation  was  complicated  with 
an  intermittent*  he  believed  that  one  bleeding  would  reduce  the  diseaae 
at  once  to  a  simple  form,  and  then,  if  quinine  was  promptly  adminia- 
tered  in  sufficient  doses,  the  intermittent  would  disappear,  and  Ike 
loccU  inflammation  cease  to  show  further  symptoms.  Dr.  B.  Thomp" 
son,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  also  holds  to  similar  opinions.  We  bavu 
advocated  similar  views  for  the  last  seven  years.  We  believe  that 
thousands  of  valuable  lives  have  been  lost,  untimely,  becanse  the  at* 
tending  physician  was  afraid  to  administer  quinine,  in  a  case  compli* 
cated  with  inflammation. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  remarks,  and  in  support  of  our  opin- 
ions above  expressed,  we  take  pleasure  in  referring  to  an  editorial  »• 
mark  in  the  March  number  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Journal,  whidi 
since  writing  the  above,  has  just  come  to  hand.     "  In  regard  to  tpi 
detnic  puerperal  fever,  we  believe  that  quinine  in  heroic  doaea,  av 
active  alcoholic  stimulation  from  the  outset,   is  the  only  treatme 
which  can  be  relied  on  with  any  degree  of  confidence.     It  is  so  doef 
allied  with  epidemic  erysipelas,  that   we  should  be  led  a  priori 
adopt  such  a  course,  and  its  advantage  is  confirmed  by  experienc 
Though  the  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Thompson  were  probably  not  of 
epidemical  character,  but  being  endemic  and  malarious,  or  at  leaat 
sociated  with  a  malarious  disease,  quinine  was  equally  demanded, 
would,  we  opine,  have  given  most  satisfactory  results. 

As  a  collateral  confirmation  of  the  correctness  of  our  suggeaf 
in  regard  to  Dr.  Thompson's  cases,  we  may  say,  that  Dr.  Alex, 
den,  as  well  as  Prof.  Fordyce  Barker,  both  of  New  York,  advis 
administer  full  doses  of  quinine,  even  in  uncomplicated  cases  of  p 
ral  fever.     Prof.  Barker  considers  quinine,  given  in  laige  doses 
the  surface  of  the  body  is  cool  and  moist,  not  only  an  anti-febril 
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1»t  a  decided  sedative.  This  opinion  Dr.  Hadden,  of  the  BeUemu 
BoepUalt  says  he  has  repeatedly  verified  in  cases  under  his  charge. 
Bearing  more  directly  upon  the  cases  in  point,  and  our  suggestion  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  quinine,  anterior  to  the  manifestation  of  the  local 
inflammation  and  fever,  we  take  pleasure  in  heing  able  to  refer  to  the 
prMtice  of  Mr.  Piedagrel,  of  Paris.  When  puerperal  fever  is  epidemic, 
he  commences  treatment  with  quinine,  as  soon  as  the  patient  enters 
the  lying-in  wards.  This  is  continued  as  a  preventive,  in  three- 
grain  doses,  until  all  danger  is  past.  If,  in  spite  of  this  treatment,  the 
s^gnt  of  fever  manifest  themselves,  the  quinine  is  increased  at  once,  to 
doaes  of  ten  or  Jifieen  grains.  Still  bearing  upon  this  point,  we  would 
refer  to  the  experience  of  Dr.  Leudet.  He  put  the  prophylactic  pow- 
ers of  qninine  over  puerperal  fever  to  the  test,  in  the  Hospital  of  Bouen, 
in  which  the  disease  prevailed  epidemically.  *'  From  September, 
184S,  to  January,  1844,  eighty-three  women  were  delivered.  In  nine 
who  took  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  there  was  no  puerperal  fever ;  of 
the  remaining  seventy-four  who  did  not  take  it,  twenty-one  were 
aeiied.  In  1845,  of  twenty-six  Ijring-in  women,  fifteen  took  the  med- 
ietne  and  only  one  was  attacked  ;  while  of  the  eleven  who  did  not  take 
it,  e^t  was  seized.  In  1846,  of  thirty -six  lying-in  women,  seven- 
teen took  the  salt  of  quinine,  and  only  one  of  them  had  the  fever ; 
while  of  the  nineteen  who  did  not  take  it,  eleven  were  attacked.  Five 
girntna  were  g^ven,  four  hours  after  delivery,  and  the  same  every  six 
hoars  for  three  days,  when  the  dose  was  reduced.  In  some  cases  the 
inedicine  was  given  prior  to  delivery."  (We  quote  from  T.  D.  Mitch- 
e0*8  TTkerapetUicet  p.  820.)  As  before  observed,  had  Dr.  Thompson's 
casw  had  quinine,  in  appropriate  doses,  before  delivery,  or  very  soon 
thefeafter,  we  have  but  little  doubt  the  whole  six  would  have  escaped 
the  diaease,  and  the  four  mothers,  just  made  happy,  the  death  that  so 
■OOB  overtook  them. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  quote  one  authority  from  Dr.  Thompson's 
own  State.  In  the  Lancei  and  Observer  for  August,  1858,  Dr.  J.  A. 
Windle,  of  filountsville,  Ind.,  has  an  article  upon  puerperal  fever — 
^  prevention  and  treatment.  He  says  the  disease  had  prevailed  ex- 
tensively in  that  vicinity  during  the  preceding  year.  Believing  the 
diaease  to  have  a  malarious  connection,  he  instituted  a  series  of  exper- 
iments with  qninine,  with  reference  to  its  preventive  action.  He  says  : 
**To  my  great  surprise  and  extreme  satisfaction,  not  \\\e  first  one  out 
of  twenty  npon  whom  I  employed  the  remedy  did  the  disease  affect ;. 
whilat  opon  an  equal  compliment  who  were  not  submitted  to  the 
prophjlaoticy  ei^JkUen  out  of  the  twenty  were  affected,  and  suffered 
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severely  therefrom."     Dr.  Windle  uses  the  remedy  not  only  as 
prophylactic,  but  as  a  curative  agent,  even  in  the  presence  of  the  di 
ease.     He  generally  premises  one  full  bleeding,  and  in  tbe  remiss! 
which  succeeds  he  gives  fifteen  grains  of  quinine*  in  divided  doses, 
short  intervals.     "  The  quinine  I  repeat  at  each  abatement  of  fe 
until  there  ceases  to  be  any  fever,  which  usually  occurs  in  my 
about  the  third  or  fourth  day." 

This  article  has  grown  under  ourliand  beyond  our  expectation ; 
the  importance  of  the  subject  must  be  our  apology.  It  is  certaini 
the  first  importance  to  know  whether,  in  our  western  States,  the  p 
peral  fever  may  be  connected  with  intermittent  fever,  by  a  comi 
cause.  If  so,  the  treatment  of  the  systemic  disease  should  take 
cedence  of  the  local  inflammation,  and  quinine  becomes  the  aIl-im|MW(- 
tant  remedy,  especially  when  combined  with  opium. 


AftTICLK    V. 

Cases  in  Obstetrics. 


BT  GEOBOE  B.   EWINO,  H.D.,  BOOK  GITT,   ILL. 


To  the  medical  man,  above  all  the  other  departments  of  life,  what- 
ever is  of  the  "  curious,"  or  that  which  is  out  of  the  ordinary  coone 
of  events,  is  sought  after  with  great  eagerness  ;  and  in  medical  statis- 
tics these  unique  cases  often  prove  of  great  value.  Freaks  of  natuie 
sometimes  come  under  the  observation  of  the  accoucheur,  and  are 
usually  interesting  to  the  readers  of  medical  journals.  I  will  there- 
fore report  the  following  cases,  which  I  find  in  my  **  Obstetric  Be- 
cord,"  hoping  that  they  are  not  wholly  without  interest. 

Case  1st. — Mrs.  W.,  at  seven  months  of  utero-gestation,  had  a 
miscarriage ;  child  lived  three  weeks.  When  bom,  it  presented  the 
following  peculiarities :  Posterior  fontanellei  two  inches  in  diameter, 
through  which  protruded  a  portion  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes. 
The  edges  of  the  opening  presented  the  appearance  of  a  partially  healed 
wound.  Each  foot  had  an  extra  toe  attached  to  the  base  of  the  small 
toe  by  a  small  pedicle.  Also,  each  hand  had  an  extra  finger  attached 
to  the  little  finger,  opposite  its  metacarpo-phalangeal  articulation. 
These  extra  members  also  had  their  attachment  by  pedicles ;  one  of  the 
fingers  was  five-eighths  of  an  inch  long,  and  had  a  perfect  finger.  The 
other  finger  and  toes  were  not  quite  so  long,  and  the  nails  not  so  well 
formed. 

By  request,  I  amputated  the  fingers.     On  dissecting  one  of  the  fin- 
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gers.  The  bone  was  found  in  the  same  stage  of  development  that  is 
foand  in  a  foetus  at  this  stage  of  gestation.  I  was  not  permitted  to 
liold  a  post-mortem  examination  upon  the  child,  which,  no  doubt, 
woold  have  revealed  certain  internal  malformations. 

Casb  2d. — ^March  22d,  1860. — Mrs.  J.  delivered  to-day  of  her 
Kventh  child,  a  boy,  weighing  eleven  pounds ;  labor  natural ;  child, 
when  bom,  was,  to  all  appearance,  perfectly  formed.  I  left  two  hours 
post  partum. 

March  28d. — Was  requested  this  morning  to  visit  the  child,  who, 
die  messenger  informed  me,  was  unable  to  pass  its  urine.  On  exam- 
iaaiion,  I  found  a  slight  malformation  of  the  glans  penis.  Upon 
foperficial  examination,  the  urethra  would  seenuto  be  perfect ;  but  on 
more  minute  examination,  it  was  found  to  terminate  abruptly,  at  the 
depth  of  about  three  lin^s.  Beyond  this,  not  the  most  indistinct 
vestige  of  the  urethra  could  be  found.  The  extent  of  this  imperfora- 
tion  I  could  not  determine.  However,  as  there  was  but  little  urine  in 
the  bladder,  and  the  child  in  every  respect  comfortable,  I  concluded  to 
let  the  case  alone  till  next  day,  hoping  that  the  urine  might  force  its 
way  through.  At  my  visit  next  day  1  found  that  no  urine  had  passed, 
bladder  being  considerably  distended,  and  the  child  in  distress.  Never 
Ittving  seen  a  case  of  this  kind,  I  felt  some  delicacy  in  regard  to  the 
proper  course  to  pursue.  But  something  must  be  done.  I  accordingly 
pftsaed  a  very  small  sharp-pointed  bistoury  down  the  course  of  the 
arelhra,  nearly  half  an  inch,  where  it  reached  the  natural  passage, 
wliicfa,  however,  was  very  small.  With  a  small  silver  probe  I  dilated 
Uie  urethra  (which  a  half  inch  further  down  was  all  right),  and  in  a 
short  time  the  contents  of  the  bladder  were  evacuated.  By  keeping 
Uie  artificial  passage  open  for  a  few  days,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
my  little  patient  doing  well. 

Cass  3d. — Mrs.  F.  was  delivered,  March  10th,  1860,  of  a  male 
chikL  Six  weeks  after,  the  mother  discovered  what  she  called  a 
**  lump  "  in  the  scrotum.  As  is  usually  the  case,  where  the  genital 
organs  are  supposed  to  be  diseased,  people  are  apt  to  become  alarmed 
mad  anxious  beyond  degree.  At  this  juncture  the  little  one  was 
brought  to  me  for  my  opinion.  On  examining  the  testicles,  I  found 
tlwin  natural  in  all  respects.  On  the  right,  above  the  testicle,  and 
closely  allied  to  the  cord,  was  a  third  testicle  of  the  same  size  of  the 
odiers,  with  its  epididymis  complete.  I  assured  the  mother  that  there 
was  nothing  "  very  bad  "  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  and,  of 
coorae,  advised  her  to  let  the  little  fortunate  possessor  have  all  that 
Bftlore,  in  her  lavished  kindness,  had  bestowed  upon  him. 
IT.— 18. 
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Case  4th. — On  the  morning  of  May  Ist,  1860,  I  was  requested  t- 
viHit  Mrs.  N.,  who,  I  was  iuformed,  had  been  vomiting  for  severt- 
days,  which  could  not  be  controlled  by  the  usual  domestic  remedie^^ 
Upon  visiting  the  place  indicated.  I  found  the  lady  in  a  very  nncoizar^^sc 
fortable  condition.  Was  of  the  nervous  temperament ;  slender  foriaj  .mmt 
of  a  delicate  constitution  ;  married  four  months  ;  pregnant  three  montlMif^'t] 
pulse  small,  quick  and  feeble  ;  extremities  cold  ;  considerable  gastric  te^K^  te, 
demess ;  tongue  red,  but  clean  ;  great  thirst.  Morning  sickness  came  ^^  ea 
very  soon  after  conception,  and  had  gradually  grown  more  annoyi.K^^^« 
every  day,  until  it  was  not  confined  to  the  morning,  but  contintz^  -tied 
throughout  the  day  and  night,  till  I  found  her  in  the  condition  as  abc^^-orv 
stated.    All  food,  and  even  small  quantities  of  cold  water,  would  be  in- 

jected as  soon  as  taken  into  the  stomach.     From  the  history  of  the 
tient,  and  the  condition  in  which  I  found  her,  made  it  evident  to 
mind  that  it  was  a  case  of  "  vomiting  of  pregnancy.''     After  payff'n^ 
due  i-egard  to  the  more  immediate  indications,  I  resorted  ta  the  us 
course  of  treatment. 

Dui-ing  the  next  two  weeks  the  patient  improved  a  little, 
this  the  symptoms  came  on  with  renewed  violence,  and  resisted    ^^^' 
treatment.     The  patient's  life  being  in  a  precarious  condition,  the  p^^^' 
priety  of  bringing  on  abortion,  as  a  dernier  ressort,  stqod  upperm^>^ 
in  my  mind,  unless  there  should  be  a  mitigation  of  the  symptotf'^ 
inside  of  twenty-four  hours ;  but,  to  my  great  relief,  nature  stcpp^^^ 
in,  kindly  interfered,  and  saved  me  this  extreme  measure :  the  pati0^^ 
aborted,    which  was   followed  by   profuse  haemorrhage.     Yomiti 
ceased  immediately.     Under  a  tonic  course,  the  patient  soon  regaiiE^ 
her  former  health. 

In  connection  with  such  a  casa  as  this,  the  question  properly  ari 
How  long  are  we  justifiable  in  allowing  the  patient  to  soffer  ? 
popular  author  and  judicious  Meigs,  in  reporting  a  certain  case,  sa; 
"1  would  certainly,  had  I  a  case  again  under  my  care  so  distressi^^fc^ 

as  that  of ,  take  measures  to  bring  on  premature  labor.  ...        -* 

have  to  condemn  myself  for  having  permitted  her  to  suffer  so  long 
I  did."     However,  the  question  is  a  delicate  one,  and  the 
who  determines  to  bring  on  an  abortion,  under  any  circnmstan 
sbould  consider  well  his  case. 
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Prooeedingt  of  the  Union  Medical  Society,  Kniglitttown,  ind. 

Society  met  on  Monday,  Febmary  4,  1861,  at  10  o'clock.     Preai- 

at.  Dr.  Lewis,  in  the  chair. 

R^^lar  business  being  in  order,  Dr.  B.  W.  Cooper  read  a  report 

a  case  of  inflammation  of  the  brain,  resulting  in  softening,  blind- 
n,  etc.  The  case  had  been  a  very  tedious  one,  but  was  now  con- 
lescent^  His  success  in  the  treatment  of  the  case  he  attributed  to 
i  early  use  of  strychnia.  Dr.  Cooper  also  reported  several  cases  of 
>htheria,  treated  with  sulph.  cinchona  and  sulph.  copper. 
Dr.  Grouse  thought  that  sulph.  copper  was  rather  new  treatment  for 
U  disease  in  this  part  of  the  country.  He  would  not  like  to  put  at 
Kb  reliance  in  it  as  Dr.  Cooper  seemed  to.  He  was  accustomed  to 
i  tonics  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  Doctor. 

Dr.  Lewis  would  not  like  to  trust  to  the  copper  alone ;  it  was,  how- 
Hr,  a  tonic  the  same  as  zinc,  nit.  argent.,  and  that  class  of  remedies. 
.  Lewis  would  attribute  the  result,  in  Dr.  Cooper's  brain  case,  to 
i  eariy  use  of  the  hydriodate  of  potassa,  which  the  Doctor  used  in 
uiection  with  his  other  remedies. 

Dr.  Coffin  reported. a  case  of  poisoning  by  iodine.  The  case  did 
U  under  appropriate  treatment. 

Dr.  C rouse  reported  a  case  of  spermatorrhoea,  which  he  treated 
scessfnlly  with  lupuline  and  wine  of  ergot.  The  wine  of  ergot,  he 
»Qght,  played  the  most  important  r61e  in  the  treatment  of  the  case, 
the  patient  had  tried  every  other  treatment,  with  no  good  result. 

improved  from  the  time  he  was  put  on  the  ergot. 
Dr.  Elder  thought  that  the  moral  regimen  the  Doctor  enforced  upon 

patient  had  as  much  to  do  with  the  result  as  did  the  ergot. 
br.  Troy  read  a  report  of  what  he  considered  to  be  a  case  of  milk- 
kiie«8.     His  treatment  was  after  the  plan  laid  down  by  milk-sick 
nors,  and  consisted  of  calomel  atul  whiskey. 

Dr.  Elder  wished  to  know  if  there  really  was  a  disease  differing  so 
ich  in  its  cause,  symptoms,  and  pathology,  from  all  forms  of  gastric 
i  imtanl  fevers,  as  to  merit  the  name  of  milk-sickness. 
Dr.  Cronae  thought  there  was.     He  did  not  use  to  think  so.     He 
rer  bad  but  one  case,  and  he  never  wanted  another.     He  knew  this 
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ease  was  the  disease  known  as  "  milk-sick/'  the  moment  he  enterad 
the  room,  from  the  peciUiar  smell  of  the  cow,  or  milky  aroma,  whidi 
filled  tl\e  apartment. 

Dr.  B.  W.  Cooper  thought  that  there  snrely  was  such  a  disease. 
Grenerally,  when  yon  ask  any  one  in  the  country  if  there  was  any  milk- 
sick  there,  they  would  tell  you,  "  No ;  hut  in  the  next  neighhorhood 
there  was  plenty  of  it."  He  thought  that  he  must  live  in  the  "next 
neighborhood/'  for  he  had  enough  of  the  disease  to  treat.  The  whis- 
key treatment  he  did  not  think  the  one  indicated.  He  was  compelled 
to  make  use  of  it,  when  he  commenced  practice,  owing  to  its  univer- 
sal use  by  other  practitioners,  and  the  prejudice  of  the  people  in  its 
favor.  When  he  had  gained  a  little  more  reputation  he  discontinued 
it,  and  substituted  an  anodyne  treatment,  with  demulcent  drinks. 
Since  then  none  of  his  patients  had  died. 

Dr.  Lewis  thought  it  extremely  doubtful  whether  or  not  there  was 
such  a  disease.  He  viewed  such  cases  as  being  nothing  more  than 
gastric  intermittents. 

On  motion,  Society  adjourned  to  meet  first  Monday  in  March. 


Kniohtstowk,  March  4,  1861. 

Society  met,  according  to  adjournment.     President  in  the  chair. 

Reports  of  cases  being  in  order.  Dr.  Canady  reported,  verbally,  a 
ease  of  abortion  at  the  third  month,  with  retention  of  the  placenta. 
There  was  but  one  slight  pain  accompanying  the  expulsion  of  the  em- 
bryo, which  came  on  without  any  premonitory  symptoms,  while  the 
woman  was  attending  to  her  daily  duties.  The  whole  of  the  after- 
birth being  retained,  he  was  sent  for  to  take  it  away.  He  found  the 
woman  free  from  pains  and  haemorrhage.  On  making  an  examina- 
tion per  vaginam,  he  found  a  few  small  clots  of  blood,  and  the  ostium 
uteri  firmly  contracted — so  much  so  that  he  could  not  introduce  die 
end  of  his  finger  without  using  an  unwarrantable  degree  of  force,  and 
causing  the  woman  great  pain.  The  patient  being  anxious  to  have 
something  done  to  relieve  her  of  the  placenta,  he  applied  cold  to  the 
pubic  and  hypogastric  regions,  cups  to  the  sacrum,  and  gave  a  strong 
infusion  of  good  ergot,  but  to  no  purpose.  Not  the  slightest  pain 
was  induced  by  all  the  means  he  tried.  There  being  no  htemorrhage, 
or  other  alarming  symptoms  about  the  case,  he  concluded  to  leave  it 
to  nature  for  a  time.  The  next  day  he  found  the  case  in  the  same 
condition  ;  and  so  it  continued  for  two  days  longer,  when  the  friends, 
hecoming  alarmed,  sent  for  another  practitioner,  and  he  lost  all  fur- 
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tber  history  of  the  case.  He  wished  to  know  of  the  Society  if  he 
had  pursued  a  proper  course  in  not  trying  to  remove  the  placenta  with 
instruments. 

Dr.  Lewis  said  that  he  would  have  treated  a  similar  case  in  the 
same  way. 

Dr.  Grouse  reported,  verbally,  an  obstetrical  case.  Membranes 
had  ruptured,  and  pains  ceased,  three  hours  before  he  was  called.  He 
found  the  woman  with  symptoms  of  convulsions  :  head  thrown  back, 
pupils  widely  dilated,  and  looking  wildly  about  the  room.  He  im- 
mediately gave  grs.  x.  of  quinine,  which  was  soon  followed  by  good 
itrong  pains,  and  the  birth  of  the  child.  He  thought  that  the  quinine 
prevented  the  convulsions,  by  hastening  the  labor. 

Dr.  Lewis  said,  during  the  discussion  of  this  case,  that  he  would 
like  to  ask  the  members  of  the  Society  concerning  their  conduct  in 
the  lying-in  room.  He  had  seen  some  doctors  pull  off  their  coata, 
ind  roll  up  their  sleeves,  as  though  they  were  going  to  butcher.  Thia 
he  looked  upon  as  very  bad  taste.  He  was  accustomed  to  follow  out 
the  rules  of  Ramsbotham  and  Meigs  :  woman  on  her  left  side,  etc. 

Dr.  Canady  said  that  he  sometimes  took  off  his  coat,  if  the  room 
was  very  hot,  or  his  coat  very  tight.  He  always  wanted  a  woman  on 
her  baci£ ;  he  could  do  nothing  with  her  on  her  side.  When  he  first 
commenced  to  practice  medicine,  it  was  the  custom  to  have  the  woman 
propped  up  on  three  chairs — one  to  sit  on,  and  one  for  each  foot ; 
while  the  accoucheur  sat  between  the  woman's  thighs,  on  a  half-bushel 
measure,  with  a  quilt  over  his  knees  to  protect  him  from  getting 
toiled.  He  being  a  portly  man,  bursted  the  bottoms  out  of  so  many 
measures  that  a  dinner-pot,  with  a  board  across  tlie  top  of  it,  was 
substituted. 

The  early  practice  of  most  of  the  older  members  corresponded  with 
that  of  Dr.  Canady. 

Dr.  Elder  read  a  report  of  a  case  of  rheumatism,  which  was  accom- 
panied with  a  scarlet  rash  over  each  joint  affected.  The  rash  resem- 
bleil  the  emption  of  measles,  and  declined  with  the  pain. 

Dr.  Lewis  reported  a  case  of  face  presentation,  which,  by  sponta- 
neouiii  evolution,  was  converted  into  a  natural  presentation,  the  faoe 
sweeping  the  sacrum  and  occuput,  emerging  under  the  arch  of  the 
pabes.  He  also  reported  a  case  of  triplets.  Two  of  the  children  were 
jret  alive, — the  other  was  still-bom. 

Dr.  Rawlins  reported  the  sudden  death  of  a  child  from  a  spasm. 

On  motion.  Society  adjourned  to  meet  the  first  Monday  in ,  at 

10  o'clock  A.  M.  B.  F.  £ldeb,  M.D.,  Secretary. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Newroastle  (Henry  Co.,  Ind.,)  Medleol  Society. 

Prepared  by  John  Rsa,  M.D.,  SeoreUry. 

The  New  Castle  Medical  Society  met,  pursuant  to  adjoiinimenti 
April  8tli,  1861.  The  President,  Dr.  Ferris,  being  absent,  Dr.  W.  E. 
BOllikan  was  appointed  President  pro  tern. 

The  roll  being  called,  all  the  members  answered  to  their  names  b«t 
Dr.  John  Darr.  Dr.  Millikan  was  excused  for  absence  at  last  meet- 
ing. 

The  special  business  of  this  meeting  is  the  reporting  the  business 
during  the  preceding  year.  Dr.  John  Rea  reported  540  cases  of  dis- 
ease treated,  and  52  obstetrical  cases ;  Dr.  J.  Mendenhall,  718,  29 
obstetrical ;  Dr.  W.  E.  Millikan,  704,  23  obstetrical ;  Dr.  W.  M. 
Resener,  516,  19  obstetrical ;  Dr.  S.  Ferris, . 

The  first  nine  months  of  the  reporting  year,  each  member  reported 
rather  an  unusual  amount  of  good  health  ;  no  epidemic  influence  pre- 
vailed. The  common  or  endemic  diseases  of  the  country  did  not  prevail 
to  their  usual  extent.  Intermittent  fever  was  not  so  prevalent,  nor  so  re- 
bellious to  treatment,  as  it  sometimes  proves  to  be  in  this  location  in  the 
autumnal  months.  Some  of  the  cases  of  the  remittent  fever  assuming 
a  typhoid  character  were  somewhat  tedious  in  their  progress. 

Diphtheria. — All  of  the  members  reported  some  cases  of  this  diffi- 
culty, but  few  cases  proved  fatal.  There  appeared  to  be  a  uniformity 
in  the  treatment,  all  agreeing  that  the  general  treatment  was  the  im- 
portant part,  and  that  should  be  sustaining — quinine,  chlorate  potassa, 
and  Dover's  powders,  mild  cathartics  ;  and  as  a  local  application  to  the 
tonsils,  arg.  nit.,  and  some  favored  the  use  of  mur.  tinct.  fern,  fuU 
strength,  two  or  three  times  a  day.  Those  that  used  the  iron  said  that 
produced  less  distress  when  applied,  and  convalescence  was  more  rapid 
and  permanent.  The  tonsils  were  not  so  large,  red,  and  spongy,  as 
when  the  arg.  nit.  was  used. 

The  latter  three  months  of  the  year,  a  good  deal  of  pneumonia 
among  children  was  reported,  which  also  required  a  sustaining  course 
of  ti-eatment ;  quinine,  opium,  and  veratrum  viride  were  the  princi- 
pal remedies  used.  No  deaths  were  reported.  Several  cases  were 
complicated  with  whooping-cough. 

Several  cases  of  interest  were  reported  in  full,  but  would  lengthen 
this  too  much  to  give  them. 

Dr.  Mendenhall  reported  a  case  of  |)uerperal  mania  which  proved 
fatal.     The  case  was  treated  under  very  unfavorable  circumstanceB. 
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There  was  bot  one  small  room  about  the  honse,  and  in  the  country 
The  room  was  used  for  cooking,  eating,  and  sleeping,  in  the  latter 
part  of  November  last,  when  the  weather  was  rather  inclement. 

The  following  case  of  poisoned  wound,  received  while  butchering, 
which  proved  fatal  in  eight  days,  was  reported  by  Dr.  J.  Rea  : 

J.  v.,  aged  32  years,  bilious  temperament,  a  man  of  good  general 
health,  was  butchering  on  the  18th  of  March,  1861,  accidentally  made 
a  small  incision  on  the  dorsal  portion  of  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand, 
between  the  first  and  second  joints.  The  wound  was  not  of  sufficient 
importance  for  him  to  notice  it  at  the  the  time  of  its  occurrence.  On 
the  next  day  he  felt  a  slight  uneasiness  in  it,  and  applied  a  piece  of 
wax  to  it.  But  during  the  day  he  felt  slight  pains  passing  up  the 
arm  to  the  axilla,  while  by  evening  or  the  next  morning  Uiere  was 
considerable  distress  in  that  region,  with  tenderness  on  pressure. 
The  pain,  from  his  own  description,  was  not  of  a  severe  character, 
but  of  constant  burning  soreness.  He  had  some  indisposition  during 
the  day,  but  not  sufficient  to  prevent  him  from  attending  to  his  busi- 
ness (attending  saw-mill).  When  he  arose  the  next  morning  he  did 
not  feel  much  like  business ;  he  eat  a  light  breakfast,  and  went  to  his 
business.  During  the  forenoon  he  felt  quite  indisposed,  but  continued 
his  work  until  noon.  When  he  went  to  dinner  he  could  not  eat 
much  ;  went  back  to  the  saw-mill,  but  did  not  stay  long,  but  went  to 
the  house  again,  and  soon  had  a  chill,  which  was  followed  with  fever. 
In  the  evening  he  took  a  portion  of  cathartic  pills.  The  pills  did  not 
operate  by  the  next  day.  Some  time  during  the  day  he  took  a  portion 
of  sulph.  magnesia,  which  did  not  operate  until  late  in  the  evening. 
During  the  day  he  found  be  was  losing  the  use  of  the  left  arm,  in  ad- 
dition to  pain  and  soreness  in  the  axilla.  By  evening  the  arm*  was 
so  paralyzed  as  to  be  entirely  helpless.  In  addition  to  the  paralysis, 
the  pain  in  the  axilla  had  increased  in  severity.  He  was  chilly  all 
day,  and  in  the  evening  he  had  a  vciy  high  fever,  and  some  delirium. 
All  these  symptoms  were  increasing  rapidly.  About  midnight  he 
mit  for  me  to  see  him.  I  saw  him  March  22d,  at  5  o'clock  a.  m., 
when  the  preceding  symptoms  were  related  to  me  by  himself  and  the 
family.  In  addition  to  the  pi-eceding,  I  found  him  in  the  following 
condition  :  The  wound  on  the  thumb  was  scarcely  distinguishable — 
BO  appearan(*e  of  inHammation  in  it ;  the  arm  was  entirely  paralyzed, 
•o  far  a^  motion  was  concerned  ;  the  sensation  was  not  impaired ;  the 
temperature  of  the  arm  agreed  with  other  parts  of  the  body  ;  there 
was  no  swelling  of  any  part  of  the  hand  or  anu.  The  family 
described  a  re<l  line  up  the  arm  from  the  wound  on  the  thumb;  but 
that  had  disappeared  when  I  first  saw  him.  The  skin  was  hot  and 
dry ;  tongue  quite  red  through  the  centre,  as  far  back  as  I  could  see, 
and  dry  ;  pulse  92 ;  thirst  urgent ;  an  entire  loss  of  appetite ;  an 
anxious  expresKion  of  the  countenance,  with  dullness ;  sordes  about 
the  lips  and  teeth ;  the  axilla  was  quite  tender  and  red,  but  not 
swollen— even  the  lymphatic  glands  were  not  enlarged. 

TrcAtment :  Take  quinine  sulph.,  grs.  v. ;  opii  pulv.,  gr.  j. ;  cam- 
phor, gra.  T. ;  one  to  be  used  every  four  hours  until  six  were  used,  in- 
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tcrvening  with  drachm  doses  of  Tilden's  fluid  extract  of  valerian ;  to 
be  followed  with  castor-oil ;  tinct.  iodine  to  be  applied  to  the  axilla 
every  six  hours ;  a  free  use  of  wine  and  nutritious  diet. 

Saw  him  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  on  23d.  He  had  a  very  restless  night. 
He  was  sitting  up  in  a  chair  before  the  fire,  when  I  went  in.  He 
said  he  was  sitting  up  to  rest ;  he  was  tired  of  lying  in  bed.  He  did 
not  sit  up  long  before  he  lay  down ;  appeared  to  be  exhausted  when 
he  lay  down ;  had  the  same  dull  appearance ;  pulse  120 ;  tongue 
moister  than  it  was  at  the  last  visit,  but  very  red ;  the  bowels  had 
not  moved  from  the  oil  that  was  ordered  at  last  visit ;  erysipelas  from 
the  axilla  was  spreading  rapidly  in  every  direction.  After  the  bowels 
were  moved  the  same  treatment  was  continued. 

Saw  him  on  the  24th,  and  found  all  the  symptoms  increasing  rap- 
idly, and  the  powers  of  life  evidently  giving  way.  Same  treatment 
continued,  with  the  addition  of  whiskey,  as  much  as  he  would  take. 

Saw  him  on  the  25th,  at  1  o'clock  a.  m.  Failing  rapidly.  At  6 
o'clock  A.  M.  became  entirely  comatose,  and  could  not  be  aroused  any 
more  to  swallow  anything,  and  died  at  W^  o'clock. 

Remarks. — ^This  case  simulated  so  closely  the  nature  and  termina- 
tion of  dissecting  wounds,  that  we  are  almost  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  animal  was  unhealthy  (cow).  This  was,  of  course,  unknown 
to  the  butcher,  from  the  fact  that  it  was  butchered  for  his  own  family 
use,  and  was  actually  used  for  that  purpose. 

There  was  no  epidemic  influences  prevailing  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, but  there  was,  in  a  short  distance,  or  in  the  adjoining  neigh- 
borhood, an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever,  and  of  a  malignant  fever ;  and 
the  peculiar  form  of  malignancy  was  haemorrhage  from  mucous  sur- 
faces, mostly  from  the  bowels,  nose,  and  gums,  which  proved  fatal  in 
nearly  all  of  the  cases  in  which  this  occurred. 

The  Society  adjourned  to  meet  the  second  Monday  in  June  next. 


>  ♦♦^ 


(Rnttt%'»nuAtutt. 


Persulphate  of  Iron  in  Post  Partum  Hemorrhages. 


Messrs.  Editors  : — In  the  November  number  of  your  journal  I 
called  attention  to  the  use  of  the  persulphate  of  iron  in  post  partum 
haemorrhages.  A  few  days  since  I  attended  Mrs.  N.  in  her  second 
parturition,  during  which  nothing  unusual  occurred.  The  placenta 
and  membranes  wore  expelled  by  the  uterine  contractions,  assisted 
gently  by  the  finger.  Within  five  minutes  afterwards,  and  without 
any  unusual  discharge  from  the  vagina,  or  great  enlargement  of  the 
uterus,  I  noticed  a  considerable  pallor  of  the  countenance,  and  great 
feebleness  of  the  pulse.  A  vaginal  examination  was  instituted,  which 
developed  a  large  accumulation  of  coagulated  blood.     The  hand  was 
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at  once  introduced,  and  the  vagina  and  nterns  cleared  of  coagula. 
The  nterns  contracted,  although  feebly.  The  hand  was  retained  in 
the  Dterua  and  vagina,  but  without  steady  tonic  contractions  sufficient 
to  restrain  the  htemorrhage.  The  patient  soon  became  pulseless.  No 
ice  could  be  procured  speedily,  and  there  was  not  time  to  procure  and 
expect  efficiency  from  ergot.  In  a  few  minutes  I  procured  a  saturated 
solntion  of  the  persulphate  of  iron,  and  with  a  syringe  threw  two 
ounces  into  the  uterus,  which  had  been  previousry  emptied  of  its  coag- 
ula, and  was,  therefore,  small,  although  with  very  impei-fect  tonic 
contraction.  The  hcemorrhage  was  immediately  arrested — no/  a  drop 
vf  fresh  biood  appeared;  and  the  tonic  contraction  soon  followed. 
By  the  free  use  of  brandy,  reaction  was  slowly  established.  The 
lochial  discharge  commenced  on  the  following  day,  consisting  of 
a  straw-colored  fluid,  mixed  with  small  coagula,  produced  by  the  iron. 
On  the  third  day  the  discharge  was  slightly  tinged  with  the  fresh  red 
corpQScles  of  the  blood.  The  patient  recovered  satisfactorily,  in  every 
respect. 

This  case  goes  to  confirm  what  I  said  in  the  article  I  refeiTed  to  in 
the  Nov.  number,  in  respect  to  the  efficiency  and  safety  of  this  remedy. 
I  feel  confident  of  its  campiete  power  to  stop  haemorrhage,  when  ap- 
plied under  the  circumstances  I  have  named.  I  may,  however,  be 
allowed  to  repeat  that  cases  must  be  very  rait)  requiring  its  use ;  be- 
cause nearly  all  cases  of  post  partum  haemorrhage  will  yield  promptly 
to  the  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  vagina  and  uterus.  I  am 
act,  therefore,  an  advocate  for  its  use,  notwithstanding  its  safety,  un- 
less the  introduction  of  the  hand  fails  to  stop  the  haemorrhage.  In 
using  the  persulphate,  it  should  be  applied,  of  course,  freely,  so  as  to 
come  in  contact  with  the  entire  inner  suiface  of  the  uterus. 

I  am  yours  truly,  Gbo.  Mbndenhall,  M.D. 

CiKcnncATi,  O.,  April  8,  1861. 


•  • 


Examiiiatioii  of  Candidates  for  Graduation,  in  the  Medical  College  of 

Ohio. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — In  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  at  the 
list  meeting  of  the  8tatc  Medical  Society,  the  President,  Dr.  Conklin, 
of  8idney,  appointed  Drs.  McMeens,  of  Sandusky.  Kincaid,  of  Cler- 
mont county,  Dorsay,  of  Piqua,  and  Bonner,  of  Cincinnati,  a  com- 
mittee to  attend,  with  himself,  as  a  Board  of  Censors,  the  examination 
of  the  candidates  for  graduation  at  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  op 
Friday,  Blarch  1,  1861.     This  very  pleasing  duty  was  wiilii^ 
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formed  by  the  gentlemen  to  whom  it  had  been  Msig^ned,  they  belieyiog 
that  in  this  way  the  examinations  would  be  more  satisfactory,  both  to 
the  professors  in  the  College,  and  also  to  the  physicians  of  the  city  of 
Cincinnati,  and  of  the  whole  State ;  and  that  the  candidates,  knowing 
the  additional  test  to  which  they  would  be  subjected,  would  labor 
with  increased  diligence  to  acquire  that  proficiency  and  accuracy  neoei- 
sary  to  pass  a  proper  examination. 

The  examination  was  conducted  by  each  professor  writing  on  a 
blackboard  ten  or  more  questions,  selected  by  himself  or  hy  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Censors,  which  wore  to  be  answered  by  the  can- 
didates, in  writing.  One  hour  was  assigned  to  each  professor.  T^e 
examinations  on  two  chairs,  viz.,  chemistry,  and  physiology  and 
pathology,  had  taken  place  on  Thursday  evening,  and  the  written  an- 
swers were  submitted  to  the  Board.  The  remaining  chairs  were  ex- 
amined in  presence  of  the  Board,  occupying  over  five  hours,  during 
all  which  time  the  candidates,  twenty -five  in  number,  exhibited  the 
gp?eatest  readiness  in  making  out  answers,  usually  very  satisfactory, 
to  all  the  questions  proposed. 

While  the  Board  desire  to  say,  emphatically,  that  they  consider  aU 
the  examinations  to  have  been  of  a  highly  creditable  character,  they 
can  not  avoid  particularly  referring  to  those  of  Profs.  Blackman, 
Wright,  and  Dawson,  as  evincing,  on  the  part  of  the  students, 
thorough  practical  acquaintance  with  the  branches  taught  in  these 
diairs.  Dr.  Blackman's  questions,  ten  in  number,  embraced  a  lai*ge 
range  of  practical  surgery ;  and  the  answers  showed  that  the  course 
had  been  faithfully  traveled  over  by  the  class.  The  responses  to  Dr. 
Wright's  questions  also  convinced  the  Board  that  the  members  of  the 
class  of  1861  went  out  thoroughly  prepared  to  overcome  all  the  ordi- 
nary difficulties  likely  to  be  met  in  the  practice  of  the  obstetric  art. 
The  literary  execution  of  the  written  answers  also  spoke  favorably  for 
the  graduating  class.  The  chirography  was  better  than  that  usually 
practiced  by  medical  men.  The  answers  were  couched  in  correct  and 
concise  language,  and  manifested  a  good  degree  of  that  literary  train- 
ing previous  to  entering  on  a  medical  course,  so  necessary,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  to  form  physicians  capable  of  occupying  a  dignified  position 
in  society. 

We  hope  to  see  the  attendance  of  a  Board  of  Censors  on  the  exam- 
inations of  our  State  medical  institution  continued,  and  can  not  donbt 
that  the  influence  exerted  will  be  beneficial  to  professors,  students,  and 
the  profession  at  lai'ge. 

Much  to  the  regret  of  the  Board,  they  were  unable  to  remain  to  the 
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eommenoement  exercises  on  Monday  evening.  If  an  arrangement 
eonid  hereafter  be  made  to  have  these  exercises  on  the  evening  of  the 
nme  day,  or,  at  farthest,  the  day  following  the  examinations,  it  wonld 
better  accommodate  physicians  called  from  their  professional  datiea, 
■ad  living  in  remote  parts  of  the  State.  d. 


•  •#* 


A   Letter  from   an   Old   Fogy, 


Mb.  Editor  :— I  have  sometimes  been  called  a  "country  doctor;" 
have  also  been  termed  an  "  old  fogy,"  and  am  willing  to  accept  the 
latter  designation  so  far  as  it  may  be  applied,  because  I  show  a  firm 
adherence  to  the  things  that  are  old  until  the  things  that  are  new  shall 
have  been  proved  better. 

Jogging  along  the  road  of  professional  life  as  becomes  one  with  the 
proclivities  indicated  above,  I  look  with  pleasure  for  the  appearance 
of  yoar  journal,  finding  always  therein  something  to  instruct,  often 
■inch  which  surprises  and  even  astonishes.  Very  often  sober  and 
ttaid  members  of  the  profession,  in  this  region,  find  themselves 
'^  stumped,"  to  use  an  expressive  rural  phrase,  by  the  productions  of 
Mvne  of  your  contributors  ;  they  wipe  their  glasses,  look  over  the 
pages  again,  to  be  sure  they  are  not  mistaken,  then  take  down  their 
works  on  pathology  and  therapeutics  and  try  to  reconcile  the  "  new 
lights"  with  the  old,  a  trial  which  ends  with  a  sigh  and  a  sad  shake 
of  the  head,  and  perhaps  with  the  expi^ession  that  the  world  travels  a 
great  deal  faster  now  than  it  did  formerly  ! 

A  perusal  of  the  article,  in  your  last  number,  headed  "  A  case  q^ 
4om6le  jmeumonia  irealed  with  7tcinin«,  e/c,"  prompts  my  addressing 
you,  and  as  I  desire  information  simply,  I  shall,  as  much  as  possible, 
pot  what  I  have  to  say  in  the  form  of  question  ;  thereby  seeking  to 
avoid  controversy  with  the  author  either  upon  generalities  or  par- 
ticulars,  such  controversies  being  always  unpleasant  and  very  rarely 
profitable. 

Firnt,  then,  should  not  the  article  have  been  headed  "A  case  of 
doable  pneumonia  treated  with  et  cetera  and  quinine"?  [An  old  fogy 
would  prefer  to  follow  auUiority  and  call  it  quinia.^  Upon  looking  it 
ever,  we  find  that  in  addition  to  quinia,  there  were  administered  tartar 
emetic,  veratrum  viride,  Dover's  powder,  morphine  [morphia  ?], 
iodide  of  potassium,  senega,  hydrargyrum  cum  creta,  and  fluid  extract 
of  rhubarb  !  In  addition  to  these  internal  remedies,  a  "  large  blister" 
applied  to  one  side  of  the  chest,  three  days  afterwards  the  other 
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side  was  blistered,  and  again  the  back  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest 
was  submitted  to  the  same  treatment ! !  Now»  Mr.  Editor,  having,  ia 
a  given  case,  used  no  less  than  seven  of  the  leading  remedies  of  the 
pharmacopaeia,  will  you  tell  us  how  the  result  can  be  attributed  to 
a  single  one  of  them  ?  By  what  rule  of  logic  can  the  quinia  be 
credited  with  the  recovery  of  the  patient  ?  Certainly,  it  will  be  said 
by  some  innocent  reader  who  thinks  he  is  dealing  with  adenine  in- 
vestigation, because  the  other  medicines  were  tried  and  failed,  and 
marked  amendment  followed  the  administration  of  the  preparation  of 
cinchona.  Not  at  all ;  morphia  was  given  in  combination  with  it  and 
the  blisters  were  drawing !  But,  it  may  be  said,  the  object  of  the 
article  is  to  show  the  beneficial  effects  of  quinia  with  moi-phia.  Un- 
fortunately for  this  view,  during  the  administration  of  this  combina- 
tion, vercUrum  viride  was  given  with  but  one  limit,  the  production  qfiis 
physiological  ^ects  upon  the  system  !  While  quinia  was  prescribed  in 
doses  of  three  grains  every  three  hours,  **  veratrum  viride  was  ordered, 
two  drops  every  hour,  to  be  increased  one  drop  at  every  successiTO 
dose  until  the  pulse  is  i*educed  to  80."  Now  I  must  again  ask,  if  we 
administer  simultaneously  two  medicines  nearly  or  quite  antagonistic 
to  each  other,  the  one  in  limited  and  the  other  in  unlimited  doses,  by 
which  will  the  patient  be  affected  ?  Will  the  one  given  ad  libitum 
neutralize,  overpower  and  abolish  the  action  of  the  other,  or  will  it 
not  ?  If  you  open  veins  and  allow  the  blood  to  flow  freely,  at  the  same 
time  giving  alcohol  and  ether  in  moderate  doses,  will  the  subject  die 
or  live  ?  If  you  give  moderate  doses  of  belladonna  and  full  and  re- 
peated doses  of  opium,  will  the  pupil  be  contracted  or  dilated  ? 

Yet  again,  I  must  ask,  if  quinia  acts  as  a  sedative — **  certainly 
diminishing  the  frequency  of  the  pulse*' — why  resort  to  veratrum  at 
all  ?  And  in  i-egard  to  this  medicine  generally,  will  you,  Mr.  Editor, 
inform  us  out  here  in  the  country  what  authorities  classify  quinia 
with  "stimulants"  ?  Do  you  know  of  any  writer  on  materia  medica 
who  confounds  the  terms  **  stimulant"  and  **  tonic,"  or  uses  them 
synonymously  ?  Do  not  authorities,  in  classifying  cinchona  with 
tonics,  carefully  point  out  that  it  is  peculiar  in  its  action  as  one  ? 
that  it  is  far  more  than,  and  very  different  from,  most  tonics  ?     -iVnd 

what   writers   teach    that  stimulants    and    tonics  are    "  necessarily 

* 

injurious   in  inflammation  ?"     We  do  not,  out  this   way,  quite  so 
broadly  understand  the  general  doctrines  of  the  profession. 

Considerable  authority  is  quoted  in  the  article  to  prove  that  quinia 
is  a  sedative,  and  that  it  is  beneficial  in  pneumonia.  Upon  these  two 
points  I  have  a  few  queries  :     Firstly,  is  there  a  shadow   of  proof 
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that  qninia  will  act  as  a  sedative  in  doses  of  three  grains  ?  Is  it  not 
a  tine  qua  non  for  its  action  in  this  way  that  it  be  given  in  large  doses  f 
la  not  Buqnet  high  authority  upon  this  point,  and  does  he  not  say 
the  reduction  of  the  pnlse  by  quinia  is ''  proportioned  to  the  largeness 
of  the  dose/'  and  is  **  never  observed  when  less  than  fifteen  grains 
are  administered  at  once"  ?  Have  we  not,  opposed  to  this,  the  pnb- 
liahed  evidence  of  Dr.  Mendenhall,  of  Cincinnati,  to  the  effect  that  in 
doses  of  twenty  grains  alon3  did  it  have  any  effect  on  the  pnlse,  and 
then  '*  its  frequency  was  slightly  increased' '?  But,  granted  that  quinia 
is  a  sedative,  then  will  you  please  inform  us  what  therapeutist  teaches 
that  this  class  of  remedies  alone  will  cure  inflammation  ?  Also,  what 
pathologist  holds  that  but  one  element  enters  into  this  morbid  process, 
— that  element,  increased  flow  of  blood  ?  that  but  one  of  the  systems  of 
the  body,  the  circulatory,  is  involved  ? 

But  I  have  a  secondly,  and  ask,  arc  not  the  authorities  quoted  to 
cuatain  the  use  of  quinia  in  pneumonia,  all  writing  of  the  disease  as 
it  occurs  under  malarial  influences,  of  which  kind  we  are  carefully 
iafonned  that  the  case  under  consideration  was  not  ?  It  seems 
probable,  from  the  fact  that  they  are  all  western  or  southern  men  ;  but 
farther,  is  not  the  quotation  from  Dr.  Cogley  taken  from  his  report 
made  to  the  State  Society  of  Indiana  a  few  years  ago  ?  Such  a  report 
he  made,  and  spoke  especially  of  the  use  of  quinia  in  the  pneumonia 
of  malarial  districts.     Perhaps  the  doctor  will  write  and  tell  us. 

Yon  will  perhaps  think  this  case  eminently  suggestive  of  inquiry, 
for  I  have  a  few  more.     It  is  reported  to  induce  physicians  to  try  **  a 
beUer  im^,"  instead  of  treating  ''pneumonia  with  blood-letting,  anti- 
mony, mercury,  etc."     (Heaven  save  us,  or  our  patients,  from  that 
little  etc.,  if  it  include  so  much  !)     Now  would  it  be  rational  to  make 
a  radical  change  in  the  treatment  of  a  dangerous  disease  from  the 
issue  of  a  single  case  ?     Is  it  consistent  with  the  conscientious  dis- 
diarge  of  our  duties  as  physicians  thus  lightly  to  expose  the  lives  of 
our  patients  to  risk  ?     Are  the  statistics  of  pneumonia,  under  different 
treatment,  so   limited   as   to   make   a  single  case   of  any  great  im- 
portance ?     Moreover,  for   a  single  case  to  have   any   bearing  upon 
treatment,  should  not  that  case  be  most  carefully  observed  and  most 
eurefully  reported f     How  with  the  one  under  consideration  ?     Is  the 
statement  that  a  lung  ''was  completely  inflamed"  sufliciently  definite 
for  the   instruction  (!)  of  practising  physicians?     What  were   the 
physical  signs  ?     This  question  is  important  because  we   read   that 
on  the  third  day  the  "  rhonchus  was  considerably  abated."     Is  rhon- 
dmst  then,  a  sign  of  pneumonia  ?   does  it  not  belong  exclusively  to 
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the  larger  bronchi  ?  what  authority  gives  rhonchns  as  a  sign  of  pnes- 
monia,  either  when  at  its  heighth  or  in  its  increasing  or  decraa«iiig 
stages  ?  Again,  we  read  that  on  the  second  day  the  **  symptoms  wero 
nearly  the  $ame,  though  the  cough  was  less  harassing."  Were  they  T 
Why,  we  read  that  on  the  first  day  the  "  cough  was  dry  and  harah^** 
and  on  the  second  the  **  expectoration  was  guUe  free"  and  "alarmed 
the  friends  because  of  the  amount  of  supposed  blood  expectorated  1" 
How  are  we  to  reconcile  these  statements  ?     I  ask  for  information. 

A  few  more  questions  yet  ?  If  a  physician  report  a  case  to  in- 
duce his  medical  brethren  to  abandon  old  and  tried  plans  of  treat- 
ment for  new  ones  of  his  own,  should  he  not  show  himself  worthy  of 
their  confidence  by  well  addressing  his  remedies  to  symptoms  upon 
which  there  is  no  issue  ?  Queiy,  then  :  if  in  a  case  of  pneumonia  the 
tongue  be  **  coated  with  a  uniform  whitish  coating,  and  swollen  so 
that  the  teeth  could  be  counted  from  the  indentations,"  and  on  the  third 
day  the  tongue  were  **  more  heavily  coated,"  would  it,  or  would  it  not, 
be  good  practice  to  administer  cathartics  ?  Again,  if  the  cheeks  of  a 
patient  with  pneumonia  presented  a ''purple  tinge,"  would  it,  or 
would  it  not,  be  good  practice  to  give  tartar  emetic  and  veratrom 
Tiride  ?  Would  not  carbonate  of  ammonia  be  better  medicine  ?  If 
the  cheeks  were  stated  to  be  "  almost  a  purple  tinge,"  what  would  yo« 
infer  ?     Of  what  color  is  anything  almost  a  color  ? 

I  will  ask  no  more  questions  upon  the  case, — not  however,  becauM 
no  more  could  be  asked, — but  close  with  a  few  of  a  general  natura' 
Have  we  any  principles  in  medicine  ?  are  there  any  reliable  dodrinst 
in  therapeutics  ?  is  pathology  worthy  of  any  consideration  to  the  stu- 
dent and  practitioner  of  medicine  ?  Have  we  any  pathology  /  do  we 
know  anything  of  the  action  of  medicines  upon  the  system  in  health 
and  disease?  What  is  the  probable  effect  of  the  perusal  of  such 
"cases"  upon  the  mind  of  the  young  practitioner?  will  he  more 
likely  conclude  that  medicine  is  a  science,  or  that   it  is    all  guess 

work  ? 

We  wish,  Mr.  Editor,  you  would  try  to  answer  a  few  of  these 
questions  for  the  benefit  of  some  of  your  readers  who  are  willing  to 
confess  their  ignorance,  who  live  in  the  country  and  look  up  with  a 
ffreat  deal  of  veneration  to  their  brethren  dwelling  in  cities,  and  who 
write  a  gi-eat  deal  for  the  journals  ;  few  of  them  are  in  the  habit  of 
saying  much,  but  most  of  them,  like  the  Irishman's  parrot,  if  they  do 
not  talk,  "  keep  up  a  d — ^1  of  a  thinking."  Please  come  to  their 
and  give  all  an  equal  chance. 

Pbrioksvillb,  Ohio. 
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Suooettful   Operation  for   Ovarian   Tumor. 

Ms88R8.  Editors  : — By  permission  of  Dr.  J.  Taylor  Bradford,  I 
am  enabled  to  give  yon  a  brief  acconnt  of  an  operation  I  witnessed 
of  hiSt  *'  provided  I  give  a  plain  statement  of  facts,  and  do  not  enter 
into  any  euloffium  of  him  or  the  operation,  which  might  be  construed 
into  per$ontd  favor,  without  regard  to  merit,  which,  in  too  many  in- 
stances in  our  ethics,  has  been  the  opprobiam  of  our  profession." 

The  lady  upon  whom  the  operation  was  performed  was  Mrs.  Stan- 
ter,  a  Crerman  by  birth,  and  wife  of  the  ferryman  living  opposite 
Ripley,  O.  The  patient  had  only  discovered  and  complaiiTed  of  the 
tmnor  ten  weeks  ago,  then  as  large  as  a  goose-egg.  It  grew  rapidly, 
BOtwithstanding  the  treatment  of  different  physicians  ;  and  when  Dr. 
Bradford  saw  her  for  the  first  time  (a  week  before  the  operation)  her 
extreme  weakness  induced  him  to  put  her  Upon  the  use  of  stimulants 
ind  tonics,  with  the  hope  of  recruiting  the  general  strength  before  an 
operation.  Hie  day  before  the  operation  he  saw  the  patient  again, 
and  finding  her  strength  still  declining,  he  decided  to  operate  the  next 
day.  With  the  assistance  of  Drs.  E.  R.  Bell,  of  Ripley,  O.,  Smith,  of 
Dover,  Ky.,  and  myself,  the  operation  was  commenced  by  making  an 
mcision  in  the  linea  alba,  from  three  to  four  inches  in  length.  After 
carefnlly  dividing  the  integuments  down  to  the  peritoneum,  a  floating 
lac,  containing  a  pint  or  more  of  thin  transparent  liquid,  was  found, 
ntnated  in  front  of  the  tumor  proper y  which  seemed  to  be  formed  in 
and  by  the  peritoneum.  This  being  raptured  and  discharged,  the 
ovarian  cyst,  with  its  bright,  glossy  coat,  came  in  view.  Before  the 
incision  was  enlarged  so  as  to  admit  the  hand  to  search  for  anterior 
and  lateral  adhesions,  a  considerable  quantity  of  serum  gashed  from 
the  wound  ;  but  whether  it  was  from  the  bursting  of  one  or  more  of 
the  cysta,  before  tapping  any  one  of  them  (the  tumor  being  multilo- 
rmlar),  or  whether  deposited  outside  the  tumor,  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  I  could  not  determine,  the  membranous  and  fibrous  parts 
being  «o  soft  as  to  be  easily  ruptured  by  the  finger.  The  incision 
was  enlarged  a  little  above  the  umbilicus  ;  some  slight  adhesions  to 
the  omentum  were  broken  up,  whereupon  the  most  prominent  cvst 
protruding  at  the  wound  was  tapped.  This  cyst  was  soon  emptied, 
diacharging  about  a  half  gallon  of  liquid;  with  it  a  considerable 
amount  of  pus.  Other  cysts  were  then  tapped,  or  broken  into  with 
fht  finger,  until  sufficiently  reduced  to  lift  the  tumor  out  of  the  wound. 
Aa  the  tmnor  was  turned  partly  out  at  the  wound,  an  adhesion  two 
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inches  in  length,  connecting  the  jejunum  with  the  tumor,  was  encoun- 
tered. This  was  carefully  separated  without  the  knife  (as  is  the 
practice  of  Dr.  B.  in  such  cases),  sometimes  using  the  finger,  and 
again  tearing  gently,  until  the  adhesions  were  broken  up.  This  being 
completed,  and  the  bowels  shoved  back  into  their  proper  place,  the 
neck  of  the  tumor  was  then  approached.  It  seemed  unusually  broody 
as  remarked  by  the  operator ;  and  upon  a  close  examination,  a  strong 
adhesion  was  discovered,  going  off  to  the  inferior  and  posterior  parts 
of  the  womb,  and  so  intimately  connected  with  the  neck  of  the  sac  as  to 
make  them  part  and  parcel.  For  a  moment  we  were  all  at  a  loss  to 
conjecture  what  course  would  be  pursued,  when  the  operator  passed  a 
large  needle  armed  with  four  strands  of  saddlers'  silk,  through  the 
neck  of  the  tumor  and  adhesion,  although  it  was  a  common  neck ; 
then  dividing  the  ligature  at  the  eye  of  the  needle,  and  securely  tying 
each  segment,  the  ligature  was  passed  through  the  neck  of  the  sac^ 
yet  embracing  the  adhesion.  The  neck  of  the  sac  was  severed  half 
an  inch  from  the  ligature,  and  the  adhesion  divided  from  the  womb, 
as  closely  as  practicable  without  interfering  with  its  coats. 

The  wound  was  dressed  in  the  usual  manner,  patient  put  to  bed, 
and  sixty  drops  of  laudanum  administered.  Pulse  before  the  opera- 
tion one  hundred  and  thirty,  but  under  the  influence  of  chlorofom 
came  down  to  one  hundred.  One  hour  after  the  operation,  pulse  one 
hundred  and  twenty. 

The  tumor  weighed  twenty-two  pounds.  The  fibrous  portion  of  it 
was  soft,  and  easily  broken  down  by  the  finger ;  this  softness  was  the 
work  of  decomposition.  After  the  operation,  pus  was  found  in  sev- 
eral of  the  cysts.  It  is  remarkable  that  scarcely  any  two  of  the  cysts 
contained  liquids  alike  in  color  or  consistency,  they  varying  from  a 
coffee -ground  hue  to  transparent. 

More  than  four  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  operation,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  considered  out  of  danger. 

•lit  will  be  seen  from  Dr.  Bradford's  Report  on  Ovariotomy,  to  the 
Kentucky  State  Medical  Society,  that  the  success  of  his  operations 
have  attracted  the  attention  and  comments  of  both  English  and  Amer- 
ican surgeons ;  among  them  Mr.  Charles  Clay,  of  Manchester,  Eng., 
who  has  operated  oftener  than  any  man  living.  But  as  his  cases  since 
then  will,  I  learn,  soon  be  before  the  public,  and  as  his  becoming 
modesty  seems  to  avoid  the  semblance  of  display,  I  leave  further 
comments  to  those  who  may,  perhaps,  avoid  the  imputation  of  per- 
sonal favor.  Yours  respectfully,  W.  H.  Tatix>b. 

Augusta,  Ky.,  February,  1861. 
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on  Hymum  PkjfHology:  designed  for  the  use  of  studenta  and  practi- 
tiooen  of  medicine.  By  John  G.  Dalton,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology 
and  Miero0eopie  Anatomy  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New 
York ;  If  ember  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicinei  etc.,  etc.  Second 
adiiion,  reriaed  and  enlarged.  With  two  hundred  and  seTcnty-two  ilinstra- 
tiooa.    Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.    1861. 

Many  excellent  works  have  i^peared  from  time  to  time  upon  phy- 
siology, and  but  a  few  years  ago  Carpenter's  elaborate  writings  npon 
this  snbject  embraced  all  tkat  was  desirable  for  the  ordinary  student 
or  practitioner.  Bnt  physiology  is  pre«^minently  a  progressive  science ; 
aad  a  new  book  upon  it  is  needed  at  short  intervals,  to  keep  ns  posted 
IB  its  progress.  It  is,  therefore,  no  disparag^nent  to  the  many  books 
f^KA  physiology,  most  ezc^ent  in  their  day,  to  say  that  Dalton's  is 
tibe  only  one  that  gives  ns  the  science  as  it  was  known  to  the  best 
pliflosophen,  throughout  the  world,  at  the  beginning  of  the  current 


Yivifleedon  and  animal  chemistry,  together  with  a  better  knowledge 
of  histology,  have  completely  revolutionized  the  method  of  investi- 
gating physiological  phenomena,  within  a  comparatively  short  period  ; 
and  the  science,  as  presented  by  these  means,  is  very  unlike  that  por- 
trayed by  Carpenter  and  his  compeers,  admirable  as  that  was  at  the 
time  of  its  original  delineation. 

Prof.  Dalton's  book  is  based  upon  experimental  knowledge,  origi- 
nating with  himself,  in  many  instances,— K^arefnlly  verified  by  him 
whm  first  developed  by  some  other  party.  It  is  the  first  successful 
effort  to  separate  fact  from  fancy,  in  an  extended  treatise  on  human 
^ysiology,  in  the  English  language.  It  states  in  comprehensive  but 
concise  diction  the  facts  established  by  experiment,  or  other  method 
of  demonstration,  and  details,  in  an  understandable  manner,  how  it 
is  done,  but  abstains  from  the  discussion  of  unsettled  or  theoretical 
points.  Herein  it  is  unique ;  and  these  characteristics  render  it  a 
text-book  without  a  rival,  for  those  who  desire  to  study  physiological 
•deDoe  as  it  is  known  to  its  most  successful  cultivators.  And  it  is 
physiology  thus  presented  that  lies  at  the  foundation  of  correct  patho- 
logical knowledge  ;  and  this  in  turn  is  the  basis  of  rational  therapeu- 
ties ;  90  that  pathology,  in  fact,  becomes  of  prime  importance  in  the 
ptoftr  disdiarge  of  our  every-day  practical  duties. 

This  editioii  of  Dalton's  Treatise  has  undergone  the  author's  care- 
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fnl  revision,  and  has  about  one  hundred  pages  more  matter,  and 
twenty-two  additional  illustrations.  These  increased  pages  are  made 
up  of  one  entire  new  chapter  on  *'  Imbibition  and  Ezhalatioii — the 
Lymphatic  System  ; "  another  on  "  The  Special  Senses ; "  and  a  moie 
thorough  elaboration  of  various  points  in  different  branches  of  his 
subject,  so  inwoven  with  the  original,  however,  as  to  maintain  that 
order  of  narrative,  and  clearness  of  verbal  delineation,  that  formed 
so  conspicuous  an  element  in  the  popularity  and  intrinsic  Taloe 
of  the  first  edition.  These  emendations  have  added  to  the  neefnlnesa 
of  the  book ;  and,  doubtless,  future  labors  incorporated  into  subse- 
quent editions  will  fill  up  some  minor  deficiencies  that  still  exist.  But, 
as  it  stands,  it  is  a  work  of  whose  contents  no  student,  and  but  few 
physicians,  should  allow  themselves  to  be  ignorant. 

It  is  not  within  the  purview  of  this  notice  to  review  the  book  in 
detail,  but  the  ensuing  quotations  will  serve  as  specimens  of  the  au- 
thor's matter  and  style.  In  the  cnapter  on  Food,  when  speaking  of 
the  kind  and  quantity,  he  says :  '*  From  experiments  performed  whUe 
living  on  an  exclusive  diet  of  bread,  fresh  meat,  and  butter,  with 
coffee  and  water  for  drink,  we  have  found  that  the  entire  quantity  of 
food  required  during  twenty-four  hours,  by  a  man  in  full  health,  and 
taking  free  exercise  in  the  open  air,  is  as  follows : 

Meat, 16  ounces,  or  1.00  lb.  avoirdapois. 

Bread,  ....  19  "  "  1.19  "  «  « 
Butter,  or  fat,  .  .  8i  "  "  0.22  "  «*  « 
Water,    ....   52  fluid  ois.,     8.88     «        "        « 

That  is  to  say,  rather  less  than  two  and  a  half  pounds  of  food,  and 
rather  above  three  pints  of  liquid  food." 

Under  the  head  of  "  Renovation  of  the  Body  by  the  Nutritive  Pro- 
cess,*' in  the  chapter  on  Excretion,  he  says:  "The  following  table 
shows  the  absolute  quantity  of  these  different  ingredients  of  the  in- 
gesta  and  egesta,  compiled  from  the  results  of  direct  experiments 
which  have  already  been  given  in  the  foregoing  pages  : 

Absorbed  during  twenty-fowr  hours.  Discharged  during  twrniy-four  hours. 


Oxygen, 1.019  Ibe. 

Water, 4.786 

AlbuminouB  matter,    .    .    .    .896 

Starch, 660 

Fat, .220 

Salts,      .X 040 


Carbonic  acid,       ....    1.585  lbs. 
Aqueous  Tapor,        .    .    .      1.155  " 

Perspiration, 1.980  " 

Water  of  the  urine^  .  .  2.020  « 
Urea  and  salts,  ....  JIO  « 
Feeces, 820  ** 


7.070  7.070 

Bather  more  than  seven  pounds,  therefore,  are  absorbed  and  discharged 
daily  by  the  healthy  adult  human  subject ;  and,  for  a  man  having  the 
average  weight  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  a  quantity  of  mate- 
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rud,  equal  to  the  weight  of  the  entire  body,  thus  passeB  through  the 
•ystem  in  the  course  of  twenty  days." 

When  treating  of  the  nervous  system,  in  the  chapter  on  the  Brain, 
■peaking  of  the  tuber  annulare,  he  writes  :  "  According  to  the  experi- 
ments of  Longet,  even  after  cOiliplete  removal  of  the  olfactory  gan- 
1^,  the  cerebrum,  cerebellum,  optic  tubercles,  corpora  striata,  and 
opdc  thalami,  and  when  nothing  remains  in  the  cavity  of  the  cranium 
but  the  tuber  annulare  and  the  medulla  oblongata,  the  animal  is 
■till  sensitive  to  external  impressions,  and  will  still  endeavor,  by  vol- 
vntary  movements,  to  escape  from  a  painful  irritation.  The  same 
observer  has  found,  however,  that  as  soon  as  the  ganglion  of  the  tuber 
annulare  is  broken  up,  all  manifestations  of  sensation  and  volition 
oease,  and  even  consciousness  no  longer  appears  to  exist.  The  only 
movements  which  then  follow  external  irritation  are  the  occasional 
convulsive  motions  which  are  due  to  reflex  action  of  the  spinal  cord, 
and  which  may  readily  be  distinguished  from  those  of  a  voluntary 

diaracter The  tuber  annulare  must,  therefore,  be  regarded 

■8  the  ganglion  by  which  impressions,  conveyed  inward  through  the 
nerves,  are  first  converted  into  conscious  sensations ;  and  in  which 
the  volontary  impulses  originate,  which  stimulate  the  muscles  to  con- 
traction." 

Hius  experiment  gives  the  function  to  the  tuber  annulare  that  theory 
had  assigned  to  the  optic  thalami  and  corpora  striata. 

A  specimen  from  section  three,  on  Reproduction,  will  close  the 
quotations.  After  having  given  the  history  of  the  development  of 
everything  connected  with  the  ovum,  until  the  foetus  is  expelled  from 
Uie  womb,  the  renewal  of  the  uterine  mucous  membrane,  etc.,  the  au- 
dior  thus  details  the  changes  that  take  place  subsequently  in  the  mus- 
cnlar  walls  of  the  uterus :  ''  About  the  end  of  the  first  week  after 

delivery,  these  fibres  begin  to  undergo  a  fatty  degeneration 

Tlie  muscular  fibres  which  have  become  altered  by  the  fatty  deposit 
are  afterward  gradually  absorbed,  and  disappear ;  their  place  being 
iabscqoently  taken  by  other  fibies  of  new  formation,  which  already 
begin  to  make  their  appearance  before  the  old  ones  have  been  com- 
pletely destroyed.  As  this  process  goes  on,  it  results  finally  in  a 
complete  renovation  of  the  muscular  substance  of  the  uterus.  The 
organ  becomes  again  reduced  in  size,  compact  in  tissue,  and  of  a 
pale  ruddy  hue,  as  in  the  ordinary  unimpregnated  condition.  This 
entiie  removal  or  reconstruction  of  the  uterus  is  completed,  according 
to  Heschl,  about  the  end  of  the  second  month  after  delivery." 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  illustrations,  all  but  elevea 
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axe  original,  and  especially  drawn  and  engraved  to  illnmimile  the 
text,  a  purpose  which  they  admirahlj  aocomplish. 

The  typography  of  Prof.  Dalton's  book  is  among  the  beet,  if  not 
the  best,  ever  executed  by  its  publishers.  H. 

For  sale  by  R.  E.  Clarke  k  Co.^  CMcinnati.     Price  94.00. 

The  BoyUUm  Prize  Ei9ayf(yr  1860:  The  Value  and  FaUaey  qf  SlatUUcM  in  tkt 
ObtervaHon  of  Disease.  By  David  W.  Crbbter,  M.D.  **  FtrpendtB^  nu^ 
quam  numerandce  observaiianes"    Boeion:  David  Clapp^  Printer.    1861. 

As  the  title  indicates,  this  is  the  essay  which  leoeived  ibe  Bojlsfam 

Prize  for  1860.     We  are  indebted  to  its  author,  Dr.  Oheever,  for  a 

copy.     We  know  him  to  be  a  finished  scholar ;  and  if  any  evidoMa 

is  demanded  of  this  fact,  this  essay  will  fully  afford  it.     He  is  y«l  • 

young  physician,  and  if  life  is  spared  him  his  mark  will  be  made 

his  profession.     We  have  read  the  essay  with  great  plearare 

profit.     We  do  not  remember  to  have  read  anything  of  tbe  kind 

which  more  fully  sets  forth  the  '*  value  and  fallacy  "  of  the  nmnor* 

ical  method.     Every  page  of  it  contains  passages  which  we  wovid 

like  to  give  our  readers,  but  our  space  forbids.     Admiring  it  at  a 

whole,  there  are  yet  doctrines  in  it  with  which  we  can  not  agree.    We 

can  not  close  this  very  brief  notice  without  giving  the  eloiiAg  mm* 

tences  :  **  The  science  of  medicine  wants  facts — comparable,  BUOBwr' 

ous,  well  observed,  carefully  arranged,  minutely  classified,  aad  Mslely 

analyzed.     But  little  reward  awaits  those  who  collect  tbem.     He  w]m> 

devotes  himself  to  the  science  of  medicine  must  expect  little  aympp- 

thy  from  the  mere  victory  of  the  art :  his  reward  lies  in  posterity^ 

and  the  test  of  his  conclusions  must  be  in  the  future.     No  other  ageal 

but  the  lapse  of  time  can  rightly  estimate  the  varied  elemeBta  which 

constitute  the  science  and  the  art  of  medicine.     This  alone  earn  finalfy 

arbitrate  between  the  claims  of  statistics,  and  the  other  methods  of 

observation." 

Lives  of  Eminent  American  Physicians  and  Surgeons  qf  the  Nineteenth  (knimr$. 
Edited  by  Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  of  Piiiladelphia.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiaton.    18S1. 

The  volume  before  us  is  not  strictly  scientific,  but  will  be  reoetW 

certainly  with  quite  as  much  pleasure  by  the  profession  of  this 

try  as  any  work  which  has  recently  issued  from  the  American 

We  have  been  singularly  deficient  in  the  department  of  medical  biog- 

laphy,  and  this  effort  to  systematise  our  knowledge  in  this  departmeoi 

of  letters  will  meet  with  great  favor.    More  than  thirty  years  ago  Dr. 

Thatcher,  of  Massachusetts,  published  two  volumes  of  medical  biog* 

aphy ;  but  as  this  work  never  went  to  a  secnod  edition^  we  preeome 
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it  is  entirely  out  of  print.  In  1845  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Williams,  of 
Deerfield,  Mass.,  published  a  large  volume  of  sketches  of  distinguished 
medical  worthies  who  had  deceased  since  1828,  and  was  thus  intended 
as  a  continuation  of  Dr.  Thatcher's  book.  These  two  works  are  the 
only  attempts  at  arranging  the  medical  biography  of  this  country  in 
systematic  shape ;  there  is,  therefore,  evidently  a  wide  field  for  effort 
in  this  direction. 

The  present  work  is  edited  by  Prof.  Gross,  but  only  a  few  of  the 
memoirs  are  from  his  pen  ;  friends  and  intimate  acquaintances  of  the 
mbjects  have  contributed  to  the  material,  and  evidently  with  careful 
discrimination.  The  following  table  of  contents  will  convey  an  idea 
of  the  bill  of  fare  presented  to  the  reader : 


Ba^amin  Rush,  by  Dr.  Sam'l  Jaekson; 
Jolia   Warren,    by    Dr.    Backminster 

Brown; 
Oaspar  Wistar,  by  Dr.  Caspar  Morris 
Jolui  Syng  Dorsay,  by  Dr.  8.  D.  Oross 
Bamael  Bard,  by  Dr.  James  P.  White 
Fpkraim  McDowell,  by  Dr.  8.  D.  GroM 
flaomel  Brown,  by  Dr.  R.  LaBoche; 
Jaka  D.  Godmaa,  by  Dr.  T.  O.  Biek- 

aidaon; 
flaanal  Latham  Mitchell,  by  Dr.  John 

W.  Francia; 
David  Hoaaek,  by  Dr.  Akz.  Eddy  Ho- 

•aek; 
Thoa.  C.  James,  by  Dr.  Caspar  Morris; 
Fhillp  Syng  Pkysick,  by  Dr.  John  B^l; 
John  Eberle,  by  Dr.  Thos.  D.  Miiobell; 
William  James  McNeren,  by  Dr.  John 

W.  PranoU; 
James  Thatcher,  by  Dr.  N.  8.  Davis; 
Gaorge  MeClellaa,  by  Dr.  J.  H.  B.  Mo- 

Clallan; 
Jacob  Randolph,  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Meigs; 
Amariah  Brigham,  by  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt; 


Charles  A.  Luienbargi  by  Dr.  Thomas 

A.  Logan; 
Joseph  Hartskome^  by  Dr.  E.  Haiis- 

horne; 
8amuel  George  Morton,  by  Dr.  Sanford 

B.  Hunt; 

John  B.  Beck,  by  Dr.  C.  R.  Gilman; 

Daniel  Drake,  by  Dr.  8.  D.  Gross ; 

Nathaniel  Chapman,  by  Dr«  J.  B.  Bid- 
die; 

Lewis  C.  Beck,  by  Dr.  Alden  March; 

Wm.  E.  Homer,  by  Wm.  Homer,  Esq.^ 

John  Appleion  Swett,  by  Dr.  Austin 
Flint; 

Elisha  Bartlett,  by  Dr.  8amuel  Henry 
Dickson ; 

Morton  Stilld,  by  Dr.  Samuel  8.  flol- 
lingsworth; 

Theodric  Romeyn  Beck,  by  Dr.  Frank 
H.  Hamilton ; 

John  Collins  Warren,  by  Dr.  Edward 
Warren ; 

Charles  Fnck,  by  Dr.  Frank  Donald- 
son. 

The  volume  is  gotten  np  in  most  excellent  style— beantifnl  printing, 
aad  illustrated  with  a  handsomely  executed  engraving  of  the  venerable 
Baah. 

The  editor.  Dr.  Gross,  announces  considerable  material  already  on 
hukd  for  the  preparation  of  a  new  volume ;  and  should  the  present 
with  the  favor  of  the  profession,  another  volume  will  in  due 
he  issued,  containing  the  lives  of  such  men  as  Edward  Miller, 
Caldwell,  Beaumont,  Davidge,  DcButts,  J.  P.  Harrison,  J.  Kearney 
Bodgers,  Dewees,  Post,  Power,  8.  M.  Williams,  J.  K.  Mitchell, 
H&tter,  and  Bellinger.  We  trust  this  additional  volume  will  be 
fpeedily  demanded. 

For  sale  by  Rickey  d^  Carroll,  Cincinnati.    Price  $3.50. 
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The  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Aesociatian  ai  Chicago  Pott' 
poned. — Just  as  we  are  going  to  press,  we  have  reoeived  a  note  from 
Dr.  Davis,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  annooncing 
that  in  view  of  the  "  overwhelming  war  excitement  that  pervades  every 
part  of  the  country,  and  at  present  ahsorhs  eveiy  other  topic,''  it  is 
deemed  advisable  to  postpone  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  which  was  to  have  convened  in  the  city  of  Chicago  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  June,  1861,  for  one  year.  In  the  present  excited 
state  of  the  whole  country,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  meeting  in  Jnne 
must  of  necessity  have  proved  a  failure ;  and  the  profession  of  this 
State  will  heartily  commend  the  wisdom  of  the  action  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arrangements. 

Intellectual  Powere  of  Man, — ^Introductory  to  a  course  of  lectnzes 
on  Physiology,  some  months  ago,  our  friend  Dr.  McUvaine,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, delivered  a  lecture  on  the  "  Synoptical  History  of  the  Intel- 
lectual Powers  of  Man,  and  what  he  has  accomplished  by  them ;  de- 
monstrating, by  comparison,  his  superiority  over  all  other  animals." 
This  lecture  was  delivered  in  the  Dental  College  edifice,  to  a  lai^  and 
interested  audience ;  and  we  are  pleased  to  have  the  privilege  of  pe- 
rusing it  again  in  this  more  permanent  shape,  which  the  author  has 
kindly  placed  on  our  table.  For  want  of  time,  we  will  not  attempt 
its  full  notice ;  but  the  following  extract  will  convey  an  idea  of  the 
style  and  scope  of  the  Doctor  in  this  effort : 

It  is  not  true,  as  some  have  imagined,  that  the  inability  of  animals 
to  speak  is  owing  to  a  defect  in  their  organization — the  tongue  of  the 
monkey  being  as  perfect  as  the  tongue  of  the  man.  Campar  says 
that  the  laryngeal  pouch  of  the  orang  outang  is  the  obstructing  cause 
why  it  can  not  speak.  Other  philosophers,  however,  have  not  sub- 
scribed to  this  doctrine.  Be  that  as  it  may,  there  are  other  monkeys 
that  have  not  this  impediment,  and  yet  can  not  speak.  That  several 
animals  have  been  taught  to  pronounce  words,  and  repeat  sentences, 
shows  that  the  want  of  speech  is  not  owing  to  any  deficiency  in  their 
organization ;  but  to  make  them  conceive  ideas  which  these  words 
express,  is  beyond  the  power  of  art. 

Language  implies  a  train  of  thinking  ;  and  for  this  reason  animals  ar 
incapable  of  speech.     Though  their  external  senses  are  not  inferior  f 
our  own,  their  hearing,  seeing,  tasting,  feeling,  smelling,  being  mo 
exalted  in  some  than  in  ourselves,  and  notwithstanding  some  of  th< 
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possess  locality  and  comparison,  and  even  to  some  of  them  modem 
Gennan  philosophers  have  accorded  the  power  of  numbers  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  yet  they  are  incapable  pf  associating  ideas,  in  which  alone 
the  essence  of  thought  consists. 

The  possession  of  speech,  then,  corresponds  to  the  more  numerous, 
diversified,  and  exalted  intellectual,  moral,  and  social  qualities  of  man, 
and  is  absolutely  necessary  for  his  development. 


PkUowpky  of  Death  by  Chloroform, — ^In  a  recent  communication  to 
the  American  Medical  Times,  Dr.  Percy  suggests  that  death  is  usually, 
if  not  always,  produced  by  mechanical  suffocation.  In  three  cases 
which  came  under  his  observation  within  the  past  year,  and  which 
were  upon  the  point  of  suffocation,  all  were  promptly  relieved  by 
"  depressing  and  bringing  forward  the  tongue."  He  says  that  Dr. 
Bwinbume,  of  Albany,  entertains  the  same  view:  "that  death  from 
inhalation  of  chloroform  was  in  most  instances  caused  by  suffocation, 
owing  to  the  tongue  falling  back,  and  preventing  air  from  entering  the 
longs ;  "  and,  further,  "that  he  had  performed  experiments  on  dogs, 
and  demomiraied  iito  be  a/ad.*'  Surgeons  of  our  acquaintance  are 
in  the  habit  of  attending  to  this  little  mechanical  trick  for  the  i^lief 
of  pa|ients  threatened  with  suffocation  from  the  inhalation  of  chloro- 
(bnn ;  but  we  doubt  if  many  who  have  observed  this  subject  with 
much  care  will  readily  assent  to  this  being  more  than  one  of  the  inci- 
dents of  chloroformization. 


Death  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Fountain,  of  Davenport,  Iowa. — Dr.  Fountain 
recently  died  in  the  city  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  from  the  effects  of  a 
personal  experiment  with  the  chlorate  of  potash.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Dr.  Fountain  has  recently  been  a  very  zealous  advocate  for 
the  treatment  of  tubercular  disease  with  large  doses  of  the  chlorate  of 
potash.  In  an  attempt  to  settle  the  question  of  the  toxical  effects  of 
this  remedy,  he  had  been  taking  large  doses  himself — to  the  extent  of 
an  ounce  at  a  dose,  as  is  said  ;  the  effect  was  to  establish  gastro-intes- 
tinal  inflammation,  resulting  in  death.  Dr.  Fountain  was  only  in  his 
S3rd  year,  but  he  had  already  established  for  himself  a  wide  and  grow- 
ing professional  reputation.     His  death  is  a  public  loss. 


i/«Hc«i»»aM  Summer  School  of  Medicine. — ^This  institution  com- 
menced its  regular  Spring  course  with  an  unusual  prospect  for  a  suc- 
cessful session.  Having  completed  one-half  the  term,  however,  it 
found  necessary  to  bring  its  exercises  to  an  abrupt  termination, 
ocouni  of  the  state  of  excitement  pervading  the  country.    Neither 
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^torers  nor  pupils  could  oonoeutrate  their  attontioii  upon  the  topics  of 
tadj ;  and  the  proposition  to  adjourn  the  session  met  with  mutual 

i'avor,  under  the  circumstances. 


Successor  to  Dr.  Meigs  in  the  Jeff^erson  MediecH  CcUege,  PhUaddfiUm. 
We  learn  from  the  Philtuldphia  Reporter  that  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  have  elected  Dr.  W.  V.  Keating,  of 
Philadelphia,  as  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  in  place  of  Dr.  Meigs,  ie« 
signed. 

Vacdfu  Virus  from  Dr.  Henry  A.  JiatHn. — We  have  rseendy  re- 
ceived a  brief  pamphlet  reprint  on  the  preservation  of  vims  in  ctjpfO- 
lary  tubes,  together  with  suggestions  as  to  the  most  convenient  mode 
of  performing  the  operation,  by  Dr.  Martin,  of  Roxbury,  Maes.  Dr. 
Martin  has  given  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  this  matter,  and  his 
views  are  worth  observing.  He  thinks  the  virus  is  beet,  neatest,  and 
most  satisfactorily  applied  by  making  a  few  abrading  scratches,  not 
sufficient  to  more  than  cause  a  scanty  serous  moisture ;  *pply  the 
point  of  the  charged  quill  to  this  surface,  which  dissolves  the  vims, 
and  nothing  more  is  necessary.  This  does  not  difier  materially  from 
the  course  we  have  long  pursued  as  the  most  convenient.  We  have 
also  received  from  Dr.  Martin  several  specimens  of  virus — ^put  up  as 
crust,  charged  quills,  and  tubes.  We  must  say  the  manner  in  whidi 
the  Doctor  puts  up  the  virus  for  transportation  by  mail  is  exceedingly 
nice  and  reliable. 


The  Medical  College  of  Ohio. — We  learn  that  at  a  reoent  meeting 
of  the  Trustees  of  this  institution  Profs.  Hibberd,  O'Leary,  and 
Beeve  tendered  their  resignations,  which  were  received,  and  the  va- 
cancies filled  as  follows :  Prof.  Graham  transferred  to  the  chair  at 
Materia  Medica ;  Prof.  Lawson  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Theory  and 
Practice ;  Dr.  Armor,  of  Dayton,  to  the  chair  of  Institutes  of  Medi- 
cine ;  and  Dr.  Comegys,  Medical  Chemistry  and  Physics.  We  are 
advised  that  Dr.  Comegys  does  not  accept  his  appointment. 


Palmer's  Patent  Leg  and  Arm. — By  reference  to  our  advertising 
department  it  will  be  seen  that  Palmer,  the  great  artificial  leg  and 
arm  maker,  has  removed  to  his  new  quarters,  No.  1609  Chesnut  st 
Philadelphia.     We  notice  that  the  proper  authorities  have  seen  fit  t 
extend  his  patent-right  for  seven  years,  the  original  period  having  e: 
pired.     By  the  way,  we  notice  that  **  Frank  "  has  recently  been  i 
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^ired  with  the  ''treiuty,"  and  in  a  stirring  '^  Apostrophe  to  tlie 
Union  "  has  shown  that  all  his  genins  is  not  as  "  surgeon  artist,"  but 
that  he  has  a  brave  word  for  such  as  shall ''  rally  around  the  old  ban- 
ner to  save." 


The  Samimry  Cowmitiath  which  adjourned  last  year  to  meet  May 
^9th  in  this  city,  will  in  all  probability  not  hold  its  annual  meeting, 
<»wing  to  the  distracted  condition  of  our  unhappy  country.  Dr.  Ed« 
ward  Mead,  of  this  city,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
will  give  notice  in  due  time  to  all  the  members  of  the  Association, 
mad  the  public  at  laige. 

Jf.  Faryei,  the  distinguished  professor  of  the  school  of  Strasbuig, 
^ied,  recently,  of  acute  bronchitis. 


fpiriat  0«»tvife(ttti«»«i. 


Tlia  Animal  Parasites  of  the  Human  Body. 

AM  AKMVAL  EIPOBT  BT  0.   A.   BARTMAITH,  M.D.,  OUETILAVD,  OmO. 

n.  EnzoA. 

To  this  dasB  belong,  as  a  sub-order,  the  parasites  penetrating  through 
the  skin,  like  the  Guinea- worm  ;  they  are  are  not  properly  entozoa, 
althoi^  they  are  usually  included  under  that  term. 

1.  Scabies. — Dr.  Biett  has  made  a  series  of  experiments  at  the  St. 
Louis  Hospital,  Paris,  to  determine  what  will  cure  the  itch  in  the 
shortest  time.  Of  forty-one  remedies  employed,  the  following  oint- 
ment produced  a  cure  in  the  smallest  number  of  days :  fc  subumatad 
sulphur,  one  ounce ;  subcarbonate  of  potash,  half  an  ounce ;  hog's 
lard,  four  drachms.  Apply  morning  and  evening.  For  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  aearuB,  ^"ve  ounces  of  recent  gpnins  of  delphinium  sta- 
phisagria  are  digested  for  twenty -four  hours  at  a  temperature  of  100^ 
m  a  aaad-bath,  with  eight  ounces  of  hog's  lard,  and  the  strained  mass 
smi^oyed  in  friction. — Belmont  Med.  Joum.,  Jan.,  1860. 

A  quidcer  cure  can  be  efiected  by  a  solution  of  oorrosive  sublimate 
and  muriate  of  ammonia,  half  a  drachm  of  each,  in  a  pint  of  water, 
•sed  as  a  wash  morning  and  evening. 

Fusel -oil  is  said  to  be  of  equal  benefit  with  benzine  against  itch. 
A  physician  in  Poland  recommends  the  use  of  the  soap,  which  has 
been  need  for  the  deodorization  of  whiskey.  The  soap  itself  helps 
to  prerent  the  too  rapid  volatilization  of  the  oil. — Amtr.  Drugg,  Cire,^ 
Aag.,  1860,  8uppl. 

2.  Seven  Teare'  Itch,  Prairie-Itchy  Missouri  Mange. — ^In  reply  to 
aa  inqniy  about  this  affection,  a  number  of  communications  have 
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been  published  in  the  Amer.  DruggiaVe  Oireular,  Jvlj,  I860,  the  tub* 
stance  of  which  will  be  found  below.  It  appears  to  be  the  same  dis- 
ease that  in  this  State  is  called  Ohio  tick  ;  and  if  so»  it  is  nndoobtedlj 
produced  by  a  parasite.  At  least,  Prof.  Kirtland  says  so.  I  have 
myself  not  succeeded  in  finding  any  animals ;  but  I  have  had  evidence 
enough  of  the  transmissibility  of  the  affection  from  one  person  to 
others.  The  prairie-itch  is  different  from  the  old-fashioned  scabies  in 
many  of  its  characteristics,  making  its  first  appearance  generally  on 
the  muscular  portions  of  the  body.  The  pimple  is  round  and  shaip 
at  its  apex,  cone-shaped,  and  contains  a  clear,  watery  secretion. 
After  the  cuticle  is  removed  by  abrasion,  or  otherwise,  it  dries  up  and 
heals  ;  and  so  they  come  and  go.  In  persons  of  filthy  habits,  and 
who  live  on  pork  and  poor  diet,  the  eruption  will  to  some  extent  be- 
come confluent,  producing  large  patches.  The  usual  irritation  is  pres- 
ent, but  more  intense  at  night,  when  the  apparel  is  removed  and  the 
surface  exposed  to  the  atmosphere.  In  its  early  development,  an  oint- 
ment composed  of  one  part  of  red  precipitate,  two  of  Yenioe  turpen- 
tine, and  one  of  lard,  will  be  found  very  efficacious ;  but  when  the 
disease  has  been  neglected,  and  the  secretion  assumes  the  character  of 
pus,  the  simple  sulphur  ointment,  colored  light-brown  with  the  sub- 
carbonate  of  iron,  and,  if  desired,  perfumed,  proves  almost  a  specific 
—•22.  J,  Marmn,  of  Hastings,  Minn. 

The  best  remedy  is  plenty  of  Castile  soap  and  water,  followed  by 
the  free  application  of  the  unguentum  sulphuris  iodide.^-v/l,  Qalena, 

m. 

Another  correspondent  recommends  a  solution  of  sulphuret  of  lime. 
Take :  unslaked  lime,  three  ounces ;  sublimed  sulphur,  six  ounces ; 
water,  thirty  fluid  ounces.  Slack  the  lime  in  a  portion  of  the  water, 
well  heated,  and  rub  the  sulphur  into  a  thorough  paste  with  the  bal- 
ance. Mix  and  boil  till  the  mixture  assumes  a  deep  yellow  or  reddish 
color,  filter,  and  add  water  q.  s.  to  make  thirty  fluid  ounces.  Bathe 
the  body  in  water,  and  rub  with  coarse  towel  till  in  a  pleasant  glow, 
then  apply  the  solution  freely,  allowing  it  to  remain  until  it  dries  in 
a  yellow  coating  on  the  body,  then  wash  off  and  dress  in  clean  clothes. 
— P.  <fe  if.,  Eichmond,  Ind. 

I  have  used  Guisott's  yellow  dock  and  sarsaparilla  with  half  an 
ounce  of  iodide  of  potassium,  a  wineglassful  three  times  a  day. 
Any  other  good  preparation  of  sarsaparilla  will  do.  Or  take  Ameri- 
can sarsaparilla,  two  ounces  ;  yellow  dock,  one  ounce  ;  burdock,  one 
ounce ;  steep  for  twelve  hours,  boil  half  hour,  or  to  one  pint  add  half  an 
ounce  iod.  potassii  ;  take  as  above,  and  rub  ungt.  hydr.  oxyd.  on  the 
worst  spots  three  successive  evenings.  Then  take  half  a  gallon  of 
wheat  bran,  boil  half  an  hour  in  a  gallon  of  water.  When  cod 
enough,  bathe  or  wash  the  whole  body  in  it,  and  repeat  every  third 
day.  If  wheat  bran  is  not  handy,  use  the  sapo  viridis,  or  "  schmier- 
seUe,"  over  the  eruption  ;  leave  it  on  the  skin  for  a  few  minutes.  If 
caused  by  animalculsB,  the  ointment  may  be  best;  if  by  impurity  of 
the  blood,  the  soap  is  preferable. — F.  H.  Stuppy,  druggist,  St.  Jo- 
seph, Mo. 

8.  Jigger^  Chigoe^  ClUggo,  Chiggere,  Chegas,  Cheque,  Chiqtte,  Tidf. 


Special  CofUrUmtuma.  Wt 

tran$f  Sarcopiylla  penetrans,  etc.  (ChiqviUo^  in  Spanish.) — 
able  information  about  this  little-known  insect  has  been  fnr- 
be  Medico-Cbirargical  Society  of  San  Francisco.  Two  of  the 
published  in^he  San  Francisco  Medical  Press,  Apr.,  1860, 
biem  we  gather  what  follows.  Dr.  J.  Rowel  states  that  the 
>mmonl7  called  jigger  abounds  in  Central  America,  the 
a  islands,  Texas,  and  some  other  States  of  the  Union.  The 
ch,  when  newly  bom,  is  invisible  to  the  nnaided  eye,  pene- 
mman  skin,  where  it  feasts  and  fattens  in  safety,  and  grows 
nons  size,  compared  with  its  former  -proportions.     A  most 

Snality  of  it  is  its  faculty  of  propagation,  by  which  it  Ut- 
ile unfortunate  victim  with  a  numerous  family  of  jiggers* 
3  most  intense  irritation,  inflammation,  and  swelling.  **  I 
:he  natives  of  Central  America  crippled  for  life ;  their  lower 
(  distorted  with  the  most  hideous  deformity,  and  alive  with 
all  ages  and  sizes.  Nothing  but  amputation  affords  any 
is  stage  of  this  distressing  malady." 
hese  parasites,  at  least  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  thickness, 
ich  and  a  quarter  in  length,  and  tapering  at  each  extremity, 
Ished  end  of  a  cigar,  was  taken  from  the  thigh  of  a  laborer 
ncisco,  about  six  months  subsequent  to  his  working  on  the 
ilroad,  where  he  was  supposed  to  have  contracted  the  in- 
part  was  swollen  and  inflamed,  and  appeared  externally 
nary  boil.  The  insect  lay  encysted  just  beneath  and  per- 
to  the  surface  ;  it  was  carefully  removed  with  the  cyst, 
r  is  said  to  contain  the  ovaria ;  and  these,  if  left  behind, 
be  hatched  into  a  numerous  family,  more  dangerous  than 
ttock. 

I  instance  occurred  in  a  drayman,  who  complained  of  a 
n  bn  the  surface  of  the  epigastric  region,  shortly  after  cut- 
n  the  neighborhood  of  Lone  Mountain  Cemetery,  near  San 
The  affected  part  proved  painful  to  pressure,  and  exhib- 
it areola  extending  some  two  inches  around  a  central  punc- 
bce-sting.  Under  the  supposition  that  this  was  merely 
some  poisonous  insect,  the  patient  was  directed  to  paint  it 
rc  of  iodine.  Twenty  days  subsequently,  the  man  com- 
i  similar  pain  on  the  back,  nearer  the  lower  dorsal  verte- 
presented  the  same  appearance  as  the  former,  without  the 
the  centre.  On  pressing,  it  gave  to  the4finger  a  slight 
ictuation,  and  a  burning,  lancinating  pain  to  the  patient 
g,  itching  pain  had  been  present  during  the  last  twenty 
n  the  same  time  the  redness  and  swelling  had  moved  once 
iround  the^ patient's  body.  A  puncture  through  the  skin, 
;  and  left  portion  of  the  swollen  part,  followed  by  pres- 
er  side  of  the  opening,  brought  forth  a  live  jigger,  one- 
1  inch  in  thickness,  and  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  length, 
mcysted.  This  is  the  first  California  jigger  Aet  with.  In 
appears  to  differ  from  the  Central  American,  being  migra- 
wood-cuts  accompanying  the  report,  and  which  are  said 
rfect  idea  of  the  size  and  appearance  of  the  two  jiggers, 
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show,  however,  that  both  are  of  the  Bame  speoiflfl,  haying  exactly  the 
same  form  and  marlu  (about  twelve  dark-colored  transverse  stripes) ; 
their  history  also  is  in  favor  of  the  idea  that  the  smaller,  not  encysted, 
animal  is  only  a  younger  individual,  not  fnllj  developed. 

The  editor  of  the  San  Francisco  IfetUcal  Press  adds  to  the  repoit. 
some  supplementary  remarks.     From  all  we  can  leain,  says  he,  th» 
jigger  varies  in  shape  and  size  very  greatly.     It  has  been  removed  in^ 
some  instances  in  a  shape  almost  round,  of  a  black  color,  and  havin|p 
many  legs.    The  moving  jigger  is  always  found  mnch  larger  than 
one  which  remains  stationary. 

One  of  the  specimens  mentioned  has  been  transferred  to  the  m 
of  the  Pacific  Clinical  Infirmary  ;  but  a  minute  examination  and 
atomical  description  seems  not  to  be  thought  of. 

Another  part  of  the  history  of  this  parasite  is  supplied  by  Dr.  J 
Haine,  who,  singularly  enough,  in  all  the  cases  that  came  nnder 
observation  never  found  anything  but  cysts  and  eggs,  although  he  Wi 
a  sufferer  himself. 

In  1849,  being  about  fifteen  days  from  Callao,  on  board  a  shi^ 

bound  for  San  Francisco,  one  of  the  passengers  complained  of  a  pain-' 
iul  itching  at  the  bottom  of  his  foot,  near  the  big  toe.     A  dark 
round  spot  was  there,  about  three  inches  in  diameter ;  no  swelling 
redness  around  it.     On  being  opened,  a  drop  of  brown  liquid 
out,  and,  after  a  little  pressure,  a  kind  of  reddish  semi-transp 
pouch,  as  big  as  a  sweet  pea.     This  pouch  bursted,'  and  little  ^gi 
similar  to  those  of  the  fly,  came  out  in  a  great  quantity.     Some 
the  sailors  pronounced  the  thing  a  jigger,  and  advised  to  pot  immadi 
ately  cigar  ashes  in  the  wound,  or  the  man  would  lose  his  Ug.    Im 
stead  of  that,  nitrate  of  silver  was  used.     In  three  days  the 
complained  again  of  severe  pain  :  on  opening  the  wound  and  a 
ing  presHure,  another  quantity  of  eggs  came  out,  and  'two  or 
days  after  some  more.    The  wound  was  each  time  oauteriaed, 
healed  up  the  third  time.     Several  other  passengers,  on  exami 
their  feet,  found  themselves  also  in  the  possession  of  jigger's 
which  were  destroyed  by  the  same  process.     Two  had  them  on 
big  toe,  right  under  the  nail. 

Returning  from  Europe,  in  1854,  Dr.  Haine  crossed  the  Isthmus 
Nicaragua.  Two  months  afterwards  he  felt  for  a  few  days  an  itchinfp 
sensation  on  his  great  toe,  and  discovered  a  black  spot,  similar  to  thaft^ 
of  the  jigger,  without  swelling  or  redness.     He  tried  to  extract  the 

gouch  without  bursting  it,  but  in  vain.  Plenty  of  eggs  were  visible^ 
eld  together  by  a  sort  of  mucous  liquid.  Pressing  until  he  thouffhC 
to  have  seen  Uie  last  of  them,  he  cauterized  the  wound  thorougmy. 
Next  day  the  toe  was  somewhat  swollen,  and  a  slight  suppuration  had 
taken  place ;  through  pressure,  several  more  ^gs  came  out.  For 
three  days  a  sensation  of  burning  was  felt,  combined  with  redness 
and  swelling  of  the  toe.  The  Doctor  cauterized  every  day ;  finally, 
the  wound  healed.     There  had  been  over  four  hundred  eggs  in  it. 

A  little  girl,  who  had  accompanied  her  father  to  the  Nicaragoi 
Walker  expedition,  complained,  on  her  return,  of  sore  feet.  She  had 
black  spots  on  the  soles,  all  of  which  covered  large  quantities  of  eggs. 
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Lboat  fiflj  of  these  spots  were  opened,  not  only  at  the  bottom  of  the 
let,  but  on  and  between  the  toes,  and  several  on  the  legs. 
It  has  been  tried  to  keep  the  eggs  on  velvet,  under  a  glass  in  a  warm 
lace,  to  hatch  them  out,  but  they  dried  up. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that,  in  spite  of  all  this  information,  there 
re  yet  a  good  many  points  in  the  history  of  this  little  creature  which 
^qoire  elucidation.  As  the  physicians  of  California  appear,  from  the 
>Tegoing  reports,  to  have  not  unfrequently  an  opportunity  of  observ- 
ig  the  parasite  in  its  natural  state,  we  may  justly  look  to  them  for 
nme  further  facts  respecting  it. 

4.  FUmria  liedinenns ;  Dracunculus  ;  Qninea  Warm, — A  patient 
ofimng  from  this  parasite  has  been  treated  at  the  Seaman's  Hospi- 
il»  New  Y(Hrk,  and  we  have  a  full  report  of  the  case  from  the  pen  of 
be  house-physician,  Dr.  G.  E.  Leverance.     The  man  was  admitted 
ttne  11th,  1860.     He  had  been  in  Morocco  six  years  ago,  traveling 
bere  for  nearly  a  month  with  uncovered  feet,  and  sleeping  on  the 
[round ;  since  August,  1854,  he  had  not  left  his  native  country,  tho 
Jnited  States.     About  four  weeks  previous  to  admission,  while  "be- 
ore  the  mast,"  en  route  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York,  he  observed 
i  awelling  below  the  right  external  malleolus,  attended  with  slight 
telling,  and  gradually  extending.     After  admission  this  swelling  was 
rand  to  extend  from  around  the  right  ankle  nearly  to  the  kne^ 
[t   was  quite  dark  colored,    and  attended   with   intolerable  itching 
ihropgboQi  the  day.     From  6  or  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  until  day- 
light* the  patient  was  kept  awake  by  a  tormenting  jerking  pain,  as  if 
Jmi  bone  was  being  gnawed  off.     On  June  17th,  about  two  inches 
ibore  the  malleiJas,  a  vesicle  was  punctured  at  the  apex  of  what  ap- 
Mued  to  be  a  body,  when,  with  the  semi-transparent  serous  discharge^ 
ua  quantity  perhaps  half  a  drachm,  the  loop  of  a  dracunculus  waa 
o^beerved  protruding  fnlly  an  inch.     Resort  being  had  immediately  to 
Dr.  Livingstone's  method,  to-wit,  the  roller  compress  and  adhesive 
Urapa,  in  forty-eight  hours  the  head,  together  with  half  a  yard  of  the 
body,  was  extracted.     The  patient  being  alone  when  the  head  ap- 
peared, and  being  anxions  to  remove  it  himself,  applied  too  much 
force,  and  broke  the  body,  leaving  a  portion  of  unknown  length 
hiddea  in  the  tissues.     Inflammation  and  pain  followed,  increasing 
ibr  several  days.     Lines  of  livid  red,  one-fourth  of  an  inch  wide,  ex- 
tended around  and  across  the  leg,  and  half  the  distance  from  the  knee 
to  the  hip.     These  gradually  subsided,  the  swelling  and  pain  dimin- 
y^d  day  by   day,  and  after  considerable  suppuration  the  wound 
Ivaled.     On  the  first  of  August  the  patient  could  be  discharged.— 
Amtr.  Mtd.  Times,  Sept.  6th,  1860. 

Ib  closing  this  report,  the  remark  may  not  be  amiss  that,  with  the 
may  interesting  and  important  facts  given,  there  is  still  much  room 
iir  hnprovement.  Great  progress  has  been  made,  during  the  la^i 
jeani,  m  our  knowledge  of  many  of  the  animal  parasites  infesting 
oar  own  body  ;  we  ought,  however,  to  know  a  great  deal  more  about 
AtB,  and  caiejfol  inveetigadons  on  this  continent  can  not  too  earnestly 
\m  aolieiled. 


^^^M^h^taf 
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PBEPARSD  BT  0.  A.  HABTMAirV,  M.D. 


PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 


1.  Tannate  of  Quinia  in  Nocturnal  StoecUs. — After  nmnerotiB  eir-' 
periments  with  the  different  preparations  of  bark  in  the  treatment  oE 
.the  colliquative  sweats,  which  occur  daring  sleep  in  phthisis  and 
diseases,  Dr.  Delioux,  chief  of  the  French  naval  sui^geons,  consi 
the  tannate  of  quinia,  introduced  by  Barreswil,  the  most  appropriate^- 
remedy  in  this  affection.     He  administers  it  in  two  or  three  doses  oE* 
six  or  eight  grains  during  the  afternoon. — Jaum.  Mai.  Med,,  frona* 
L*  Union  Medec. 

2.  Acetic  Acid  in  Erysipelaa. — Dr.  Wm.  Hauser  regards  erysipeUs 
as  the  result  of  a  super-alkaline  condition  of  the  system,  and  ♦Jiinlry 
acetic  acid  the  appropriate  remedy.  He  considers  the  benefits  follow* 
ing  the  use  of  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron  mainly  due  to  the  aci& 
character  of  the  medicine. — Atlanta  Med.  and  Sur^.  Joum. 

3.  Inconiitience^  of  Urine. — After  observing  the  effects  of  belladoniuk 
in  this  disorder.  Dr.  A.  F.  Pattee,  of  West  Amesbory,  Mass.,  wttm 
induced  to  try  the  more  powerful  atropine,  and  prescribed  it  in  thirtjr^ 
cases,  four  of  which  were  of  fong  standing,  and  had  been  under  treat- 
ment for  a  long  time.     All  were  perfectly  cured,  in  a  period  of  fromk 
six  to  fifty  days.     One-fortieth  of  a  grain  was  given  three  times  a  da]r 
to  adulta  in  solution  (atropine,  one  grain ;  distilled  water,  five  onnoes  ; 
acetic  acid,  six  drops;  dose,  one  drachm),  until  the  usual  symptoms- 
of  belladonna  appeared.     The  doses  are   increased  or  decreased,  as 
occasion  requires.     For  children  they  must  be  graduated  in  proportiom 
to  their  ages.     Previously  to  the  administration  of  the  remedy,  all 
irregularities  of  the  alimentary  canal  ought  to  be  corrected,  so  far  a9 
possible.     If  there  is  tenderness  of  some  dorsal  or  lumbar  vertebnB, 
some  stimulating  liniment  may  be  rubbed  over  them  twice  daily.-— 
Journ.  Mat.  Med. 

Three  obstinate  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  treated  by  Prof. 
Gross,  in  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  by  applying  the  actual  canteiy  4 
to  the  lumbar  region  of  the  spine,  dressing  the  cauterized  parts  first 
with  cold  water,  afterwards  with  an  emollient  poultice,  and  maintain- 
ing, after  the  throwing  off  of  the  eschar,  a  free  discharge  by  the  occa- 
sional use  of  savine  cerate.  A  marked  success  followed  this  treat- 
ment, an  almost  perfect  cure  being  obtained  in  every  case.-»JVbfi4 
Amer.  Med.-Ohir.  Remeto. 

4.  Alum  Injections  in  Hoematuria. — Finding  gallic  acid,  opimn,  and 
other  remedies  entirely  failing,  in  a  case  of  hematuria,  Dr.  E.  T. 
Blackwell  ordered  the  bladder  to  be  injected  with  a  weak  solutioii  of 
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alum,  at  first  tepid,  afterwards  entirelj  cold.    The  efiect  was  happy 
and  rapid. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 

5.  Treatment  of  Traumatic  Tetanus.— Dr.  B.  B.  Carpenter,  Suffolk 
eonntj.  New  York,  published,  in  1833,  two  cases  which  he  had  sue- 
oesafullj  treated  by  the  application  of  ice  to  the  spine.  Since  then 
be  has  treated  fourteen  more  cases  the  same  way,  and  with  the  same 
result,  except  in  one  instance. — ^.  T.  Joum,  of  Med. 

A  very  acute  case  is  specified  by  Dr.  H.  Caruthers,  of  Tarry  town, 
^IhiroU  Med.  Joum.)  which  was  combined  with  complete  opisthoto- 
nos. He  resorted  to  equal  parts  of  chloroform  and  ether,  to  relax 
the  spasms,  combined  with  injections  with  assafoetida,  and  stimulants 
with  beef  tea.  Relief  of  all  spasms  in  four  days. — ^.  T.  Medical 
J^rtSM,  March  12. 

In  the  ydskviile  Joum.  of  Med.  and  Surg.,  for  May,  it  is  stated 
that  in  tetanus  and  chorea,  when  the  spasms  are  very  violent,  a  third 
of  a  grain  of  morphine,  injected  beneath  the  skin,  will  serve  as  a  val- 
uable palliative,  producing  sleep  and  rest  for  some  hours. 

6.  TVeaiment  of  Scarlet  Fever. — Ammonia  is  looked  upon  by  Dr. 
'VTitt  as  a  specific  in  scarlatina  and  measles.  Dr.  Peart,  who  intro- 
duced the  remedy,  did  not  lose  one  patient  out  of  three  hundred  ;  Dr. 
"Wilkinson  followed  him»  and  lost  not  a  single  case  during  seventeen 
years.  The  same  success  was  experienced  by  Dr.  Ricardo,  for  a  period 
of  fourteen  years.  The  dose  is  from  three  to  seven  grains  every  hour 
for  the  first  twenty -four  hours,  and  every  second  hour  for  the  next 
&j.  All  acid  drinks  are  carefully  avoid^. — Joum.  Mat.  Med.,  from 
Med.  Timet  and  Gag. 

In  twenty-five  successive  cases  under  the  care  of  Prof.  J.  W.  Ben- 
KNi,  the  treatment  consisted  in  inunction  of  the  parotid  and  submax- 
iUftry  regions  by  an  ointment  composed  of  fifteen  grains  of  the  extract 
^  Mladonna  to  an  ounce  of  simple  ointment.  This  was  applied 
u^j  and  frequently,  as  soon  as  the  patient  complained  of  sore  throat. 
^  piece  of  flannel  was  afterwards  applied,  but  no  other  treatment 
^<^>t6d,  except  the  administration  of  neutral  mixture  during  the  day. 
^^LomtviUe  Med.  Newe,  January. 

Prof.  H.  L.  Byrd  relies  principally  upon  the  muriated  tincture  of 

iron,  recommended  by  him  five  years  ago  in  the  Chart.  Med.  Joum. 

^  Renew.     After  proper  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  the  entire  sur- 

Cms  is  sponged  with  tepid  water  and  vinegar,  in  order  to  reduce  the 

fom  of  the  circulation.     At  the  same  time  the  tinct.  veratri  viridis 

and  chlorate  of  potass,  are  administered  internally,  in  appropriate 

dotes.     As  soon  as  the  skin  is  soft,  and  the  stomach  not  irritable, 

tke  tiscture  of  iron  is  commenced  with,  four  drops  to  a  child  of  two 

years,  and  two  drc^s  more  for  each  additional  year,  given  in  mucilage 

oi  gom  arabic.     IxMrally,  nitrate  of  silver  and  a  solution  with  chlo- 

lide  of  soda  or  lime. — Oglethorpe  Med.  and  Surg.  Joum. 

Dr.  O.  C.  Gibbs,  of  Frewsburg,  N.  Y.,  remarks  on  this,  in  the 
Amir.  Med,  Monthly,  that  he  commenced  several  years  ago  to  use 
omaise,  Dover's  powder,  and  chlorate  of  potass,  (with  tannin  or 
nabaib,  aoocndinig  to  the  state  of  the  bowels),  and  nitrate  of  silver 
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locally.     **  The  results  were  so  satisfactory  tliat  we  haTO  never  sinoo 
materially  deviated  from  this  treatment." 

Dr.  Gcbhard  speaks  (Med,  and  Surg,  Reporter,  March  8)  ver^ 

~       ~    '        '  I,  di 


highly  of  digitalis  in  scarlet  fever.     For  the  last  five  yean, 
which  he  used  this  remedy,  he  lost  but  one  case,  and  in  Uiat  the  rem^ 
edy  was  brought  to  bear  quite  too  late.     He  orders  fo^y  grains  o1 
digitalis  in  forty  teaspoonfuls  of  hot  water,  for  a  patient  of  from  foi 
to  six  years  old ;  when  cool,  a  teaspoonful  is  to  be  taken  every  hour^ 
until  the  entire  abatement  of  all  the  symptoms. 

Iodine  is  recommended  for  the  treatment  of  scarlatinous  angina,  ii 
the  following  form :  Iodide  of  potassium,  one  grain ;  iodine,  oi 
tenth  grain  ;  chlorate  of  potassa,  four  grains ;  nitrate  of  potassa,  ai—  r 
grains  ;  aqueous  solution  of  potash,  four  grains ;  water,  two  hnndr^^^i 
and  forty  grains.  One  or  two  tablespoonfuls  to  be  t&hsEi  every  fiw  n 
hours. —  Oaz.  Midie.  de  Lyons  ;  Joum.  Mai,  Med. 


SURGICAL. 

7.  A  Fracture  of  the  Ulna,  at  the  carpal  extremity,  with  digplac=?^=^ 
ment  of  the  pisiform  bone,  requiring  extirpation  of  the  latter,  is  ' 

ported  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Faris,  of  Danville,  111.  At  first  the  swel 
was  not  excessive,— crepitus  evident,  deformity  quite  apparent ;  h^ 
little  pain.  The  patient,  a  lady,  had  been  raising  a  window  and  tlT 
sash  fell  down,  striking  the  ulnar  half  of  the  wrist  joint.  A  dree 
ing  for  simple  fracture  (nothing  further  at  the  time  being  8iiipectB(^^3}» 
with  other  appropriate  applications,  did  not  prevent  a  rapid  darli^  ^g 
pain  in  the  course  of  the  ulnar  and  median  nerve.  It  commenced  ^— ^  * 
few  hours  after  the  injury  was  inflicted,  and  soon  extended  to  t  ^die 
brachial  plexus.  When  the  hand,  liberated  from  the  bandages, 
flexed  forward,  this  pain  ceased ;  when  backwards,  the  pain 
excessive.  No  unusual  depression  or  prominence  could  lie 
no  external  wound,  not  even  an  abrasion.  The  patient  sufiaied 
most  excruciating  pain,  with  scarcely  a  moment's  rest ;  aU 
that  could  be  thought  of  proving  unavailing  against  it.  In  six  wee' 
the  constitution  sympathized  to  an  alarming  extent :  there  was  h 
of  rest  and  appetite,  morosity  of  temper,  commencing  atrophy  of 
whole  arm.  The  little  and  ring  fingers  became  almost  useless,  shri' 
eled,  cold,  insensible  to  the  prick  of  a  pin.  Circulation  in  the 
artery  not  affected ;  the  ulna  could  not  be  found.  On  a  closer  e] 
ination,  the  pisiform  bone  proved  the  source  of  all  this,  being 
placed  and  resting  upon  the  neck  of  the  ulna.  An  operation  for  i' 
removal  was  thought  of,  but  nothing  done  until  nearly  six  m<mti:V 
after  the  receiving  of  the  lesion.  During  this  long  interval  the  patietfs^ 
was  reduced  to  an  alarming  extent,  eacn  day  telling  the  storr  of  ixa" 
creasing  constitutional  debility,  nervous  irritability,  and  their  nsoW 
attendants.  When,  finally,  the  operation  was  agreed  on.  Dr.  Fsait 
inserted  the  knife  two  inches  above  the  wrist,  a  little  to  the  ulnar  side 
of  the  tendon  of  the  flexar  carpi  ulnaris,  carrying  it  towards  the  xadiM 
and  down  to  the  wrist  joint  in  a  semi-lunar  direction,  and  terminadu 
the  incision  on  the  ulnar  side  of  the  same  tendon,  above  the  onigw 
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ion  of  the  pisiform  bone.  On  tnrning  the  flaps  inwards,  and  re- 
ng  the  fascia  with  the  snbcutaneons  tissue,  the  bone  was  found 
-fourths  of  an  inch  above  its  natural  position,  firmly  adhering  to 
iner  side  of  the  styloid  process,  and  other  surrounding  structures, 
tendons  being  separated  by  blunt  hooks,  a  careful  dissection  re- 
d  the  artery  presenting  a  well  marked  crescent,  evidently  caused 
nng  turned  out  its  course  by  the  bone  pressing  against  it.  The 
3lar  facet  of  the  bone  was  downwards,  and  the  nerve  passing  be- 
1  its  centre  and  the  ulna.     In  the  efforts  to  evulse  it  with  the  for- 

the  bone,  being  carious,  was  crushed,  and  had  to  be  taken  out  in 
al  pieces.  With  a  simple  dressing,  the  incision  healed  by  first 
tion.  The  pain  along  the  nervous  track  became  less  and  less 
'  day,  until  it  finally  disappeared.  The  patient  continually  im- 
id,  and  nothing  remained  but  a  stiffness  of  the  shoulder-joints, 
some  degree  of  atrophy  in  the  ulnar  half  of  the  hand ;  but,  in 
Atient's  own  language,  a  few  months  after  the  operation,  **  she 
lot  bear  to  have  pins  stuck  in  her  fingers,  and  can  carry  as  much 
I  and  water  with  the  injured  hand  as  with  the  other." — Chicago 

Journal. 

Fracture  of  both  Femurs  by  Muscular  Spasm. — Dr.  P.  T.  Lente 
ishea  the  details  of  an  occurrence  of  this  kind  in  a  boy  aged  12 
I,  who  had  been  suffering  from  epilepsy  since  he  was  fifteen 
iis  old.  The  attacks  constantly  incrcaseil  in  violence,  although 
donally  an  interval  of  several  weeks  intervened.  The  intellect  of 
hild,  his  power  of  speech,  and  his  locomotive  power,  became  de- 
ed, and  for  years  his  right  side  was  paralyzed.  He  at  first  could 
I  apright  and  move  around  in  an  irregular  manner  ;  as  he  grew 

his  feet  became  clubbed,  and  for  a  long  time  he  was  not  able  to 
I  at  all.  One  day,  when  the  spasms  recurred  every  few  minutes 
great  violence,  a  loud  snap  was  heard,  and,  upon  examination, 
?ft  femur  was  found  to  be  fractured  at  the  junction  of  its  upper 

the  middle  third.  It  was  stated  by  those  present,  that  at  the 
nt  of  the  occurrence  the  thigh  was  flexed  with  great  force  by  the 
jiity  of  the  spasm,  And  the  fracture  was  evidently  effected  by  the 
►rful  action  of  the  flexor  muscles.  The  injury  was  dressed  in  such 
y  as  to  secure  union  with  the  least  possible  inconvenience  to  the 
nt,  with  little  regard  to  shortening.  The  fractured  bones  conse- 
tly  united  with  considerable  bowing  and  shortening.  Eight 
ths  afterwards  the  right  femur  was  fractured  in  precisely  the  same 
ler,  during  a  spasm.  Since  then  the  patient's  health  gradually 
I,  and  he  died  a  few  weeks  later,  fiom  exhaustion.  No  autopsy 
I  be  procured. — Amcr.  Med.  Tim^s. 

Side  Splints  in  Imperfectly  United  Fracture. — Among  a  report 
fTCtml  surgical  cases,  by  Dr.  G.  K.  Amerman,  of  Chicago,  there 
m  case  of  oblique  fracture  of  both  bones  of  the  leg,  in  a  native  of 
et,  27  years  old,  which  fracture  had  been  properly  reduced  and 
ided  to.  Seven  weeks  from  the  receipt  of  the  injury,  all  the 
mgii  were  removed  and  the  patient  directed  to  use  his  limb  as 
k  M  pofBible.    Following  this  advice,  the  man  Sonmi  in  three 

ivw— 20. 
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weeks  more  the  limb  greatly  swollen,  with  aa  outward  curvatore  of 
considerable  angularity  at  the  point  of  fracture,  and  the  foot  rotated 
inward.     Any  attempt  to  use  the  extremity  resulted  in  severe  pain  at 
the  injured  spot.    The  union  was  evidently  too  imperfect  to  support 
the  weight  of  the  bone.     Ther  patient,  in  this  condition,  applied  for 
admittance  to  the  Chicago  City  Hospital.     The  limb  was  there  dressed, 
with  a  roller  bandage  from  the  toes  to  the  knee,  two  well-padded 
splints,  and  a  second  roller,  applied  rather  tightly  over  the  whole. 
Readjusting  the  dressing  weekly,  while  the  patient  was  kept  at  per- 
fect rest,  made  in  four  weeks  the  limb  perfectly  straight,  and  tl 
union  much  more  firm.     A  starch  bandage  was  now  applied,  wil 
pasteboard  splints,  and  the  patient  allowed  to  go  about  on  cmtcl 
In  three  weeks  more  ho  could  be  discharged  cured. — Okie.  Med,  Jim 

10.  Remarks  an  the  Treatment  of  Fraduree, — Dr.  D.  O.  Smith, 
Springfield,  Mass.,  in  reviewing  all  the  cases  of  fractures  that  oocui 
in  his  private  practice,  has  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions 
reference  to  the  treatment  of  these  injuries.  The  self-evident  prii 
pies  that  should  be  kept  in  mind  during  the  treatment  of  any  and 
fractures,  are:  % 

1.  When  the  principal  bone  of  a  limb  is  broken,  apply  extemaLK"  Jlj 
apparatus  that  shall,  like  the  shell  of  the  Crustacea,  afford  rilriw  ^iiil 
support  without  impairing  the  functions  or  seriously  inconvenienciar  ^ng 
the  tissues  of  the  limb. 

2.  When  extension  and  counter-extension  are  required,  keep 
limb  at  its  normal  length  by  the  friction  of,  as  lai^  as  possible,  [ 
allel  surfaces,  and  not  by  a  dead  push  perpendicular  to  the  skin  a~ 
underlying  surface. 

B.  The  limb   should  be  so  situated  as  to  afford  eveiy  fiunlity  to 

the  surgeon  for  examining  the  seat  of  fracture  without  the  least  di 
gcr  of  disturbing  the  uniting  surfaces. 

4.  In  order  to  preserve  perfect  immobility  of  fractured  sm&oes, 
splints  should  not  be  very  heavy,  neither  immovably  fastened, 
should  be  free  to  move  with  the  rest  of  the  body. 

5.  The  fractured  limb  should  be  so  disposed  of  that  there  may  t^ 
as  little  interference  as  possible  with  the  healthy  performance  of  -^^^ 
the  functions  of  organic  life. 

6.  When  the  fracture  is  properly  adjustcfl,  there  should  be  as  lit^^ 
need  as  possible  of  readjustment. 

7.  The  failure  of  ossific  union  arises  from  constitutional  causes — "tor 
instance,  the  withholding  of  a  stimulant  the  patient  is  accustomed  to- 
A  healthy,  robust  man,  of  perfectly  temperate  habits,  may,  from  IdBg 
confinoment  and  the  drain  of  profuse  suppuration,  suffer  from  the  a^ 
sence  of  his  accustomeil   fresh  air,  nun-light,  and  exercise.     Under 
such  circumstances,  there  may  not  only  l>e  no  improvement,  but  lig- 
amentous union  may  occur,  requiring  to  be  removed  or  destroyed  1^ 
an  operation. 

For  fractures  of  the  thigh  the  long  splint  of  Desault  is  retained,  of 

sufficient  length  to  reach  from  below  the  heel  to  the  crest  of  the  ilinn. 

The  width  of  it  should  be  four  and  a  half  inches  throughout,  for  M 

dult ;  thickness,  half  an  inch ;  it  should  be  made  of  white  pinei  M 
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ivoid  great  weight.  A  similar  splint  is  pUeed  «poft  the  inside 
\  limb,  reaching  from  beyond  the  heel  to  the  perineum.  A 
m  bar,  one  foot  long,  two  inches  broad,  and  one  inch  thick, 
\  throngh  the  lower  extremity  of  each  splint  in  a  mortise  that 
I  of  free  motion.  A  stoat  iron  rod  is  screwed  on  to  the  ooter 
JQst  opposite  the  perineom,  and  rising  vertically  for  two  inches 
the  splint,  bends  at  a  right  angle  and  crosses  the  splint  hori- 
lly ;  the  inner  end  of  it,  which  will  come  just  above  the  perinenm, 
nded  for  the  point  of  attachment  in  front  of  the  perineal  band, 
her  end  of  this  being  attached  to  the  onter  snifaoe  of  the  long 
by  means  of  a  button  or  thilmb-screw,  a  little  lower  than  the 
extremity  of  it,  so  that  it  may  exactly  grasp  the  tuberosity  of 
shinm. 

an  wheat  bran,  enclosed  in  bags  of  cloth,  makes  the  best  pada, 
interposed  between  the  splints  and  the  limb.  If  there  is  reason 
ieve  that  the  perineal  band,  which  should  be  so  placed  as  ex- 
to  traverse  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium,  will  gall»  strips  of  ad- 
\  plaster  extending  down  the  thigh,  kept  in  place  by  the  pressure 
I  bran  pads,  and  attached  to  the  upper  end  of  each  splint,  might 
A  as  counter-auxiliaries  to  the  counter-extending  band.  A  belt 
i  be  passed  around  the  body  just  below  the  crest  of  the  ilium, 
mugly  and  firmly  buckled,  so  that,  if  need  be,  it  may  furnish 
counter-extending  force.  The  head  of  the  outer  splint  is  attadwd 
I  belt  by  means  of  a  small  strap  passing  throng  two  holes  in 
lint.  This  strap  can  be  tightened  or  loosened  to  suit  circom- 
a.  The  splints  should  be  attached  to  the  limb  by  means  of  the 
-bandages  used  in  the  New  York  Hospital,  which,  passing 
d  the  bac.£  and  up  the  sides  of  the  limb,  are  reflected  back  upon 
•lints,  and,  passing  entirely  around  them,  are  tied  in  front ;  was 
hing  an  easy  sling  support  for  the  back  of  the  limb,  as  well  as 
dage  of  application.  The  bran  pads  may  be  made  from  fifteen 
^teea  inches  long,  four  and  a  half  inches  broad,  two  indbes 
at  one  end,  and  tapering  like  a  wedge  to  the  other.  When  the 
8  are  applied,  by  a  little  manipulation  the  pads  can  be  easily 
1  so  as  to  exactly  fill  up  any  inequalities  between  the  opposing 


kfctures,  and  especially  compound  ones,  of  the  condyles  of  the 
.  mufit  be  treated  upon  some  form  of  the  double-inclined  plane, 
e  swung  from  the  ceiling,  or  other  point  of  Ruspension.  l>r.  L. 
kinner*8  double-inclined-plane  splint  is  an  available  contriv- 
or  this  purpose.  Sufficient  extension  can  be  made  by  attadiiag 
ot  to  the  foot-board  by  a  broad  strip  of  adhesive  plaster,  extend- 
om  the  knee  down,  around  the  foot-board,  and  up  back  to  the 
ipon  the  opposite  side,  and  then  inclining  the  suspending  cords 
forwards  as  the  patient  will  bear.  By  raising  the  foot  of  the 
bree  or  four  inches,  and  attaching  weights  to  the  foot  of  the 
■  by  a  cord  passing  over  a  pulley,  we  can  relieve,  to  a  very 
inignt^  the  perineum  from  any  galling.  The  best  method  of 
•ti^g  excoriation  under  the  knee  is  to  use  "  Watkin's  improved 
/'  which  is  BO  arranged  about  the  joint  as  to  prevent  oadoe 
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presBurc,  and  also  to  make  the  motions  of  the  knee  and  Bplint  exactly 
coincide. 

The  dressing  of  a  limb  in  accordance  with  these  rules  would  be  as 
follows :  Draw  under  the  limb  eight  or  ten  strips  of  strong  muslin 
bandage  seven  feet  long,  arranged  at  equal  distances  from  each  other 
the  whole  length  of  the  limb.     Cut  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster,  one 
and  a  half  inches  broad,  and  long  enough  to  reach  from  the  knee 
around  under  the  sole  and  up  to  the  knee  again,  leaving  an  inch  loop 
below  the  sole.     To  the  middle  of  this  strip,  upon  its  plaster  surface, 
apply  a  wider  strip,  plaster  to  plaster,  so  that  the  strip  may  not  adhere 
to  the  ankle  or  foot  at  all,  but  oilly  to  the  leg.     Then  carefully  ban- 
daging the  foot  and  ankle,  apply  the  plaster  strip  on  both  sides  of  the 
limb  under  the  bandage,  taking  care  that  the  two  sides  are  perfectly 
parallel.     Place  in  the  loop  a  bit  of  wood  one  and  a  half  inches  broad, 
and  long  enough  to  take  off. all  pressure  upon  the  ankle.     The  cross- 
bar,of  the  splint  should  come  about  four  inches  below  this.     Notr 
apply  to  the  limb  from  the  point  of  fracture  upwards  to  the  perineum 
on  one  side,  and  to  the  trochanter  major  on  the  other,  adhesive  strips' 
three  inches  broad,  with  ends  long  enough  to  tie  through  auger-hole» 
in  the  heads  of  the  two  splints.     These  are  kept  in  place  by  the  pres- 
sure of  the  bran  pads,  and  not  by  a  roller  bondage.     After  throwing' 
the  outer  ends  of  the  bandages  across  the  front  of  the  limb,  out  of  tlve^ 
way,  apply  an  outer  splint  of  length  sufficient  that  its  mortise  for  ih» 
cross-bar  may  be  four  inches  below  the  loop  of  plaster,  and  its  upper- 
most extremity  just  opposite  the  crest  of  the  ilium.     Apply  carefully^ 
the  bran  pads  so  as  to  fill  up  inequalities.     Apply  the  pelvis  belt, 
perineal  band,  and  iron  cross-bar ;  tie  tightly,  through  the  holes  made 
for  that  purpose,  the  upper  ends  of  the  counter-extending  adhesive 
strips.     After  throwing  the  inner  ends  of  the  bandages  across  the 
front  of  the  limb,  apply  the  inner  splint  with  its  pads  ;  run  through 
the  cross-bar,  tie  the  upper  ends  of  the  counter-extending  slip  on  the 
inside  of  the  thigh  ;  buckle  on  the  tourniquet,  and  make  gradual  ex- 
tension by  it.     After  examining  everything  to  make  sure  that  the 
counter-extension  is  equally  distributed,  finish  by  drawing  up  the 
bandages,  so  that  the  back  of  the  limb  may  be  properly  supported, 
reflecting  their  ends  around  the  back,  outside  of  the  splints,  crossing 
them  behind  and  tieing  them  in  front.     Splints  can,  of  course,  be 
applied  to  the  back  or  front  of  the  limb,  if  required,  but  their  utility 
is  questionable. 

The  adhesive  plaster  can  either  be  used  in  the  form  of  straps,  as 
described,  or  be  wound  like  a  bandage  around  the  splint  and  pad,  so 
as  to  present  an  adhesive  surface  wherever  the  pad  and  limb  touch. 
A  cloth  spread  over  the  outer  surface  of  the  splints  would  prevent 
adhesion  to  the  bed-clothes.  This  method  of  adapting  the  adhesive 
plaster  is  preferable  in  children  or  persons  of  great  restlessness.  To 
prevent  any  excoriation  of  the  heel  from  its  own  weight,  it  would  be 
well  to  place  a  wedge-shaped  pad,  filled  with  sand  or  bran,  under  the 
calf,  extending  to  just  above  the  heel.  If  there  is  reason  to  expect 
much  discharge  or  bleeding,  all  the  padding  should  be  wrapped  in 
•ofled  silk. 
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The  apparatus  here  presented  is  capable  of  many  modifications  by 
'hich  it  may  be  made  to  suit  the  exigencies  of  any  case.  For 
istance,  the  inner  splint  may  be  made  of  unoiled  sole-leather,  or 
otta-percha,  formed  like  the  wooden  one,  but  a  little  broader.  The 
ross-bar  with  the  tourniquet  being  made  to  rest  wholly  in  the  nioilise 
f  the  outer  splint,  the  inner  splint,  whether  of  gutta-percha,  leather, 
r  felt,  can  be  most  thoroughly  adapted  to  all  the  inequalities  of  the 
imb,  and  then  allowed  to  harden,  before  being  used  as  a  means  of 
xtension.  After  cushioning  the  upper  extremity  of  the  inner  splint 
rith  as  many  thicknesses  as  need  be  of  flannel,  and  placing  the  cross* 
ar  only  in  the  mortise,  forming  thereby  an  exact  copy  of  Sir  Astley 
'ooper*s  thigh  splint,  we  can  also  adapt  perfectly  an  outer  splint  of 
imilar  material.  After  dressing  the  limb  with  its  two  side-splints, 
re  can  apply  to  the  skin  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  thigh  and  leg 
.piece  of  gutta-percha  three  or  four  inches  wide,  reaching  from  the 
ist  rib  to  the  tip  of  the  toes.  Thorough  moistening  in  hot  water  will 
eader  it  so  pliable  that  it  will  adapt  itself  very  perfectly  to  the 
lightest  inequalities  of  surface,  and  become  an  excellent  anterior 
plint — an  invaluable  resource  in  case  the  side-splints  become  irk- 
ome,  and  can  not  be  borne.  Sole-leather  and  gutta-percha  splints 
applied  in  this  manner  furnish,  when  perfectly  fitting,  strong  and 
Dflexible  supports  to  the  limb.  They  may  be  worn  for  weeks  by  the 
iged  and  infirm,  without  even  a  discoloring  of  the  skin. 

There  are  transverse  fractures  that  require  no  extension,  and  again 
ractures  near  or  into  joints,  complicated  with  laceration  and  straining 
if  fibrous  tissue,  that  will  not  bear  and  would  not  be  benefitted  by 
Ktension. 

Oblique  fractures  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  requiring  great  force  to 
niug  them  into  place,  may  often  be  easily  kept  in  it  by  a  copper  half- 
K>ot  splint  applied  to  the  outside  of  the  leg.  A  more  preferable 
aethod  is  the  following  :  If  the  fracture  is  easily  reduced  by  flexion 
ipon  the  thigh,  remaining  in  place  when  placed  upon  its  outer  side 
md  extension  is  removed,  a  thin  board,  about  seven  inches  broad, 
mnecting  forwards  at  one  end  to  support  the  foot,  and  backwards  to 
»  bandaged  to  the  thigh,  thickly  padded  with  bran  or  cotton-wool  so 
M  to  fit  the  outer  side  of  the  leg  and  foot,  may  be  placed  under  the 
imb.  After  carefully  adjusting  the  pads  so  that  the  spine  of  the 
ibia  and  the  foot  arc  in  their  natural  position,  there  may  be  placed 
Ipon  the  now  uppor  side  uf  the  lower  third  of  the  thigh,  the  whole  of 
ae  leg  and  foot,  n  gutta-percha,  or,  better,  a  sole-leather  splint,  cut  so 
If  to  encircle  one-third  of  the  circumference  of  knee-joint,  leg  and 
oot  as  far  as  to  the  extremities  of  the  toes.  If  the  attitude  becomes 
reAiisome,  the  limb  can  be  placed  upon  its  heel  in  a  swing-cradle. 

A  good  substitute  for  an  elaborate  fracture-bed  has  been  suggested 
If  Prof.  Gilbert,  of  Philadelphia.  Spread  over  the  bed  stout  bed- 
ieking,  with  a  hole  in  it  to  allow  of  the  necessary  evacuations. 
fkttach   the  margins  of  this  to  a   frame,     llie  sheets  can  be  placed 

Son  this  in  the  usual  manner,  except  that  two,  meeting  each  other  at 
i  hole  spoken  of,  had   better  l>e  used  instead  of  one.     Any  simple 
•edumism  or  mere  manual  power  will  sufiice  to  raise  the  patient 
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upon  this  frame  from  the  bed,  to  allow  its  being  made  up,  and  for 
other  purposes.  The  frame  might  easily  be  arranged  8o  as  to  be  re- 
moved when  not  in  use, — of  course,  leaving  the  ticking  onder  tha 
patient. 

When  the  fracture  of  the  clavicle  in  adult  persons  is  attended  with 
marked  displacement,  Dr.  Crawford's  adjuster  for  fractured  clavide 
will  often  prove  of  great  advantage,  if  applied  with  care  and  judg- 
ment. The  same  instrument  is  of  good  service  in  fracture  of  the 
humerus,  when  it  is  found  necessaiy  to  prevent  all  motion  of  the  arm. 
^-American  Medical  Times,  No.  3-^. 


MATERIA    MEDICA. 

11.  PheUandrium  Aquaticum.-^ln  a  paper  read  before  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  county  of  Essex,  N.  J.,  April  24th,  1860,  Dr.  C. 
Egpich  points  to  the  seeds  of  this  plant  (recommended  in  Europe  is- 
peatedly  as  a  reliable  remedy  in  consumption,  and  officinal  in  masf 
of  the  continental  pharmacopasias)  as  of  great  value  in  the  treatment 
of  various  pulmonary  affections.  Their  dOTort  is  limited  almost  ei* 
dusively  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  respiratory  system,  but  Ito 
action  is  so  manifold  as  to  render  the  arrangement  of  the  remedy 
under  a  single  definite  class  almost  impossible.  It  belongs  to  tlN 
balsamacea  as  well  as  under  the  expectorantia.  No  special  narcotie 
principle  has  been  revealed  by  chemical  analysis  ;  yet  there  is,  espe- 
cially in  larger  doses,  a  decided  sedative  action  upon  the  nervous  syi- 
tem,  which  may  be  increased  to  narcotism.  The  seed  not  only  favoit 
secretion  in  dry  congh,  but  also  diminishes  too  copious  expectoration 
and  changes  the  purulent,  thick,  bad -smelling  sputa  into  sputa  ooeCa. 
In  consequence  of  its  sedative  effects,  it  controls  more  or  less  tha 
accelerated  circulation  and  increases  diuresis,  giving  to  the  urine  tlia 
violet  odor  observed  after  the  use  of  copaiba,  combined  with  tba 
characteristic  odor  of  the  bicuta  family.  The  vertigo,  heaviness  of 
the  head  and  symptoms  of  intoxication,  ascribed  by  Burdack  to  Aa 
phellandrium,  are  not  mentioned  by  other  observers.  It  seems  to  aet 
specifically  upon  the  thoracic  nerves,  but  never  excites  asthma,  sneei* 
ing  or  emesis,  as  senega  and  scilla  are  apt  to  do.  Meikea  and  Sai- 
dras  pronounce  the  seed  to  be  sedative  and  coiToborative  at  the  saint 
time.  All  observations  are  in  favor  of  the  use  of  this  remedy  in  tlia 
following  affections :  Dry  excruciating  congh  in  chronic  bronchial 
catarrh,  or  purulent  congh  after  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  ;  sap-* 
pressed  expectorations,  with  sensation  of  oppression ;  haemoptysia, 
tuberculous  processes,  and  chronic  asthma. 

As  it  is,  however,  impossible  that  this  remedy  should  always  cover 
the  whole  complexity  of  symptoms,  it  is  necessary  to  combine  with  it 
other  medicines.  In  phthisis  florida,  with  fever  and  accelerated  pulse, 
pain  in  the  chest,  dry  cough  and  hsBmoptysis,  its  combination  with 
digitalis,  as  an  infusion,  or  in  the  form  of  powder,  is  the  best.  In 
the  further  advanced  stages,  where  spasms  of  the  chest  occur  with 
asthma,  or  dyspnoea  and  troublesome  irritative  cough,  a  combination 
with  prussic  acid  is  indicated  best  in  the  form  of  cyanuret  of  potass  a 
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of  which  one  grain'  in  twenty-four  hours  is  generally  sufficient. 
Where  the  expectoration  becomes  profuse  and  exhausting,  where 
light-sweats  and  diarrhoea  occur,  and  the  expectoration  appears  thin, 
iron  ought  to  be  added  to  the  phellandrium.  Ferrum  earbanicum  sac- 
ckmraium  is  for  this  conjunction  the  most  reliable  preparation.  If  in 
consequence  of  partial  paralysis,  generally  proceeding  from  the  medulla 
oblongata,  the  bronchial  secretions  cannot  be  thrown  off,  and  therefore 
an  energetic  stimulation  of  the  expectorative  process  is  demanded, 
the  seed  may  be  given  with  chloric  ether.  In  phthisis,  after  snp- 
jireesed  cutaneous  eruptions,  the  combination  with  dulcamara  is  a 
good  one.  In  abdominal  congestion  (haemorrhoids,  etc.)  sulphur  or 
cortex  Frangulae  may  be  joined  to  the  phellandrium  in  infusion.  In 
bronchitis,  the  forerunner  and  companion  of  phthisis,  it  can  be  as- 
wcialed  with  sal  ammoniac  and  sulphur  auratum  aniimonie ;  and  in 
phthisis  trachealis,  with  snlphuret  of  arsenic,  as  recommended  by  Mas- 
tail.  Trousseau,  Garren  {Bull,  Therap,^  June,  1852)  and  Newmann. 
^•^Itmiieal  and  8mrg,  Rep, 

C.  Tronfield,  Jr.,  who  wrote  an  inaugural  essay  on  this  plant,  and 
aade  the  most  recent  chemical  analysis  of  the  seed,  thinks  the  effect 
of  the  phellandrium  referable  to  an  alkaline  principle,  analogous  if 
not  identical  with  conia.  He  enumerates  the  medical  properties  of 
the  seed  as  aperient,  diuretic,  emmenagogue,  expectorant,  sedative  and 
narcotie.  Dose,  from  three  to  five  grains  in  substance. — Amer,  Joum, 
pf  Pkarm. 

This  dose  is  rather  small ;  from  ten  to  twenty  grains  can  be  given 
several  times  a  day,  and  gradually  increased  to  a  drachm.  Besides  the 
powdered  seeds,  the  infusion  is  popular  with  European  physicians, 
and  pills,  boluses  or  electuaries  may  be  prepared  with  it.  The  ethereal 
oO  of  the  seeds  has  been  recommended  as  an  embrocation  (one  drachm 
of  it  mixed  with  an  ounce  of  olive  oil)  in  whooping-cough.  An 
alcoholic  extract  and  a  tincture  is  mentioned  in  the  UnUed  States  Dis- 
pen$aiQfy, 

12.  Quimo,  a  crude  Quinine, — Batka  states  ( Ckem.  Cenir.-Bl.) 
that  under  the  name  of  "  quinio''  a  product  of  cinchona  bark  is  known 
in  Brazil,  prepared  from  the  fresh  bark,  by  the  aid  of  lime  and  alcohol. 
It  ia  very  rich  in  quinine,  and  yields  the  crystalized  sulphate  by  boiling 
with  dilute  sulphuric  acid.  It  is  a  yellow,  resinous- looking  substance, 
■Mohible  in  cold  water,  but  very  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether. — Joum. 
de  Pkmrm.i  Anker.  Joum.  of  Pkarm. 

18.  AtiUm  ef  Sulphate  of  Quinine. — Referring  to  a  paper  previously 
lead  before  the  Chicago  Academy  of  Medical  Sciences,  the  president  of 
that  aasociation.  Dr.  R.  C.  Hamill,  has  called  again  attention  to  all 
the  pretended  virtues  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  While  admiring  its 
well  eeftablished  anti-periodic  and  stimulating  qualities,  he  denies  it  all 
lottie  property,  and  insists  on  a  more  judicial  administration,  even  in 
iatermittent  fever.  It  may  be  safely  given  during  the  intermission  of 
the  paroxysms,  provided  the  skin  is  perspiring  and  the  tongue  moist. 
Under  the  same  condition,  it  is  undoubtedly  useful  in  periodic  neuralgia, 
vkile,  when  given  shortly  before  the  expected  chill,  or  when  the  tongue 
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and  skin  arc  dry,  it  will  increase  the  violence  of  the  attack,  adding  the 
exaltation  natarally  following  it  to  the  fchrile  exciteinent»  thus  giving 
rise  to  a  most  intolerable,  bursting  headache,  and  frequently  to 
dangerous  typhoid  discharges  from  the  bowels.  If  nnder  such  circum- 
stances the  next  paroxysm  is  arrested,  the  recovery  is  not  perfect,  the 
organism  does  not  rally  to  its  normal  state  with  its  nsual  elasticity, 
and  the  fever  will  often  assume  a  low  and  continued  type.  Believing 
then,  that,  judiciously  exhibited,  the  sulphate  of  quinine  will  develope, 
as  its  great  cardinal  virtue,  an  anti-periodic  ^not  anti-malarious) 
power,  and  that  it  is  also  a  stimulant,  though  of  nis  own  kind,  acting 
on  the  nerves  and  on  the  absorbents  of  the  stomach,  thereby  aiding 
the  powers  of  assimilation  and  nutrition.  Dr.  Hamill  denies  its  snp- 
posed  action  on  the  liver,  as  well  as  its  presumed  tonic  property,  re- 
fnting  the  idea  that  it  enters  the  circulation  and  supplies  the  wanting 
taurine  in  the  blood.  What  the  sulphate  certainly  does,  is  an  arrest 
of  the  diminution  of  uric  acid  by  the  kidneys  ;  but  the  proof  is  want- 
ing, that  such  a  result  favors  recovery  in  all  the  numerous  functional 
obliquities  against  which  this  powerful  agent  has  been  recommended  ; 
it  looks  rather  as  if  most  of  the  secondary  forms  of  disease  following 
exanthemata  and  other  forms  of  fever,  had  their  origin  in  the  uncalled 
for  supply  of  the  drug. —  Chicago  Medical  Journal. 

14.  Coal-tar  and  Carbolic  Acid, — Coal-tar  being  on  a  lair  way  to  ac- 
quire a  good  reputation  as  a  remedial  agent,  in  the  form  of  Demeans 
and  Corners  disinfecting  paste.  Dr.  G.  Calvert  has  investigated  the 
antiseptic  properties  of  this  new  remedy  and  found  it  varying  enor- 
mously in  its  composition.     Thus  the  tar  obtained  from  Newcastle  coal 

S resents,  as  a  very  preponderating  ingredient,  naphthalin,  that  from 
loghead  coal  paraffin,  the  produce  of  Wigan  cannel  coal  neatral  car- 
bide of  hydrogen,  with  naphthalin  and  carbolic  acid,  and  coal-tar 
from  Stafford shii-e  a  little  more  naphthalin,  but  less  of  the  carbide  and 
acid.  Numerous  experiments  show  that  all  these  ingredients  have 
very  little  antiseptic  power,  except  the  carbolic  acid,  which  has  that 
power  in  the  highest  degree.  Subjects  injected  with  a  weak  solution 
of  this  acid  are  preserved  during  many  weeks  ;  a  piece  of  horse-flesh 
dipped  in  the  acid  and  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons,  nas 
preserved  more  than  three  years  without  decomposition.  The  one- 
thousandth  part  of  carbolic  acid  added,  during  the  summer,  to  urine,  pre- 
serves it  fresh  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  the  skins  of  animals  rubbed 
internally  with  the  acid  are  preserved  from  vermin  for  many  years. 

15.  Chlorodyne,  invented  in  1848,  by  Dr.  Browne,  was  introduced  by 
him  as  a  combination  of  perchloric  acid,  with  a  new  alkaloid.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Ogden  it  may  be  prepared  as  follows  :  Chloroform,  six 
drachms  ;  tincture  of  capsicum,  half  a  drachm  ;  oil  of  peppermint, 
three  drops  ;  muriate  of  morphia,  eight  grains  ;  perchloric  acid,  twenty 
drops  ;  Steele's  hydrocyanic  acid,  twelve  drops  ;  tincture  of  Indian 
hemp,  one  drachm  ;  treacle,  one  drachm.  Dissolve  the  morphia  in 
the  perchloric  acid,  then  add  the  tincture  of  hemp,  capsicum,  pepper- 
mint, chloroform,  and  lastly,  the  treacle  and  prussicacid.  The  result 
is  a  volatile  liquid,  of  a  dark-brown  color,  with  a  pungent  smell  and 
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taste,  soloble  in  alcohol,  not  in  water.  It  may,  however,  bo  adminis- 
tered in  water  by  suspending  it  in  a  little  mucilage.  The  alkalies  and 
alkaline  salts  decompose  it. 

Chlorodyne  is  anodyne,  sedative,  diaphoretic,  astringent,  antispas- 
modic, diuretic,  etc.  It  does  not  produce  headache,  giddiness,  pros- 
tration of  streng^,  nor  stupor ;  but  in  large  doses,  and  from  a  con- 
stipated state  of  the  bowels,  it  is  liable  to  induce  nausea,  which  in 
tlie  former  case  may  be  relieved  by  a  small  dose  of  sal  volatile,  and 
in  'the  latter  by  aperients.  The  first  effect  is  a  gentle  heat  at  the 
stomachy  followed  by  a  general  glow  and  total  absence  of  pain ; 
tscond,  a  calm  and  refreshing  sleep,  and  third,  an  inci-ease  in  the  pulse. 
Dr.  Stonehonse  employed  this  new  remedy  in  twelve  cases  of  phthisis, 
two  being  in  the  third  stage,  two  bordering  on  it  and  the  remaining 
e^ht  in  the  process  of  softening.  Hsmoptysis  was  a  prominent 
tymptom  in  five  of  these.  All  of  them  have  done  or  are  doing  ex- 
eeedingly  well :  five  have  quite  recovered ;  the  others  are,  with  one 
exception,  in  a  fair  way  towards  recovery.  The  dose  must  be  regu- 
lalea  aooording  to  the  nature  of  the  complaint :  as  an  anodyne  for 
febrile,  inflammatory  or  neuralgic  affections,  from  ten  to  thirty  drops  ; 
di^hoietic,  in  coughs,  colds,  etc.,  ten  to  twenty  drops :  sedative  in 
eonsomptioD,  etc.,  twenty  to  fifty  drops ;  antispasmodic  in  gout, 
rlwnmatism,  etc.,  twenty  to  forty  drops  ;  astringent  in  cholera,  diarrhoea, 
etc.,  fifty  to  one  hundred  drops  :  in  all  these  cases  given  at  intervals 
from  half  an  hour  to  four  hours.  It  is  best  administered  on  lump 
sugar. — Ckemiti  and  Druggist, 

16.  Syrup  ^  Laduearium  is  usually  made  in  accordance  with 
Aobergier's  prescription,  by  dis^lving  thirty  parts  of  the  alcoholic 
extract  of  lactucarium  in  five  hundred  parts  of  boiling  water,  strain- 
ing the  liquor  and  adding  it  to  fifteen  thousand  parts  of  boiling 
nmple  symp,  which  is  kept  boiling,  and  albuminous  water  added  from 
tiflie  to  time  till  it  is  clarified  ;  it  is  then  skimmed  and  fifteen  parts  of 
citric  acid  dissolved  in  it,  and  when  sufficiently  reduced  by  evapora- 
tioQ,  fire  hundred  parts  orange-flower  water  are  added  and  the  whole 
strained.  Hiis  syrup  is  too  dilute,  containing  but  two  grains  of 
Inctacarimn  to  the  fluid  ounce,  and  besides  is  troublesome  to  make, 
and  apt  to  be  turbid.  A  transparent  syrup  of  four  times  the  strength, 
ran  be  obtained  much  more  easily  by  Finley's  process :  Qr.  Lactuca- 
rium, half  an  ounce :  carbonate  of  magnesia,  two  drachms  ;  sugar, 
in  coarse  powder,  fourteen  ounces ;  alcohol  and  water,  of  each  a 
sidRcient  quantity.  Rub  the  lactucarium  with  the  magnesia  and  an 
o«nce  of  sugar  until  thoroughly  reduced  to  powder,  and  then  with  a 
§md  ounce  of  alcohol ;  after  which  pour  in  water  with  constant  stir- 
ring antil  half  a  pint  has  been  added.  The  whole  is  now  poured  into 
n  paper  filter,  and  after  the  liquid  has  ceased  to  pass,  pour  on  more 
water  until  a  pint  has  been  obtained.  Evaporate  this  liquid  to  nine 
flnid  ounces,  by  a  moderate  heat  (150°  Fahr.),  add  the  remainder  of 
the  angar,  and  by  the  aid  of  heat  form  a  syrup  which  should,  when 
fintshed,  measure  a  pint.  Each  teaspoonful  contains  nearly  two  grains 
of  ladaeariiun,  a  fluid  ounce  about  fifteen  grains.     Slightly  modified, 
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the  same  prooesH  may  be  used  in  preparing  the  eyrups  of  oajenne 
pepper,  balsam  of  Peru,  and  several  other  substances. — Amer.  Jcmm. 
of  Pkarmact/, 


OBSTETRICAL. 

17.  On  the  Difficulty  of  Diagruma  between  Pregnancy  and  T^imore  of 
the  Abdomen, — Dr.  Robert  C.  Croft,  of  Edinburgh,  makes  a  few  ve- 
marks  in  the  London  Lancet,  illustrating  them  with  a  case.  A  woman, 
aged  forty-two,  and  who  had  been  married  nineteen  yean  withoot  ever 
becoming  pregnant,  had  been  struck  six  years  ago  in  the  right  lombar 
region  by  the  pole  of  an  omnibus,  from  which  injury  she  had  been 
suffering  more  or  less  ever  since.  Two  years  ago  she  was  injured  again 
in  the  right  groin.  When  the  author  was  requested  to  see  her,  she 
believed  herself  enciente  and  was  suffering  from  distressing  sickness. 
Six  months  previous  she  had  a  peculiar  sensation  in  the  region  oi  the 
uterus.  The  catamenia  had  been  regular  until  two  months  ago,  when 
they  ceased  entirely.  The  breasto  were  full  and  painful,  and  there  was 
a  tumor  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  At  the  next  visit  the 
woman  was  in  bed,  her  countenance  pale  and  anxious,  breasts  full 
and  tense,  tender  to  the  touch,  containing  milk  which  could  be  ex- 
tracted ;  nipples  lange  and  sore  ;  areolce  raised  and  darkened ;  abdomen 
tense  and  tympanitic.  Just  above  the  symphysis  a  hard  substance, 
the  size  of  an  orange,  nearly  in  the  middle  line  of  the  abdomen,  hat 
inclined  to  the  right  side.  No  discharge  from  the  vagina.  On  aaseai- 
tation,  a  peculiar  whirring  sound  was  heard,  like  the  placental  mur- 
mur, on  the  right  side  above  the  symphysis.  From  this  time  for  three 
weeks  no  pain  save  in  the  breasts  and  nipples ;  the  sickness  constant, 
relieved  only  by  ice.  After  a  time  the  sickness  abated  and  food  couM 
be  taken.  At  the  next  menstrual  period,  violent  uterine  pains  for  three 
days  ;  no  discharge  ;  the  tumor  increased  in  size  and  higher  in  the  abdo* 
men.  But  slight  changes  for  some  five  weeks.  Riesteine  was  detected 
on  every  examination  of  the  urine.  Now  a  profuse  spontaneous  saliva- 
tion came  on.  An  examination  per  vaginam  showed  the  cervix  uteri 
shortened,  the  os  opened,  the  lips  puffy  and  swollen.  On  pressing 
upward  with  the  finger,  behind  the  symphysis,  a  hard  substance  was 
felt,  very  much  resembling  the  head  of  a  child  at  a  late  period  of 
gestation.     The  pulsation  of  the  foetal  heart  could  not  be  detected. 

December  17th. — Condition  pretty  much  the  same.  Tumor  occupy- 
ing the  whole  upper  portion  of  the  right  half  of  the  abdomen,  as  high 
as  the  ribs,  and  extending  deeply  into  the  lumbar  region.  On 
pressure,  a  substance  like  the  gravid  womb  was  felt,  and  in  it  a  distinct 
movement  as  of  a  foetus.  Witli  the  stethoscope,  the  peculiar  soood 
was  heard  as  before,  with  a  cooing  as  of  a  dove.  A  little  higher  up, 
the  foetal  heart  was  heard  distinctly.  Being  now  certain  of  pregnancy, 
the  nurse  was  directed  to  rub  the  tumor  gently  night  and  morning 
with  liniment  of  iodide  of  potassium. 

By  the  first  of  the  succeeding  March  the  patient  was  still  vomiting 
freely ;  the  abdomen  large,  tense,  dull  on  percussion,  the  umbilicns 
prominent,  the  ensiform  cartilage  pressed  out ;  the  abdomen  measuring 
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fortj-two  inches  round.     When  a  contraction  of  the  nteros  occurred, 
the  tnmor  was  very  apparent. 

Delivery  took  place,  after  a  severe  labor,  May  10th.  The  placenta 
having  been  removed,  a  large  firm'  mass  was  felt,  seeming  to  occupy 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  abdomen,  and  extending  crosswise  from  the 
kfl  ilinm  to  the  ribs  on  the  opposite  side.  By  firm  pressure,  the 
greater  portion  of  the  tumor  sunk  into  the  pelvis,  leaving  a  large 
roond  hard  ball  loose  in  the  abdomen.  It  was  evident  that  the  womb 
bad  been  distended  by  a  quantity  of  effused  blood.  From  this  time 
all  went  well,  the  tumor  remaii^ing  about  the  size  of  a  large  cricket* 
bftll,  seemingly  attached  by  a  very  small  pedicle. — NorUt  Amer,  Med. 
Ckir.  Review,  May. 

18.  Ckiarqform  in  Diagnosis  of  Spurious  Pregnancy. — Prof.  Simp- 
•OB  found  chloroform  an  excellent  auxiliary  for  the  diagnosis  of  what  he 
eaUs  phantom  tumefaction  of  the  abdomen — an  affection  often  assum- 
iag  all  the  symptoms  of  pregnancy.  The  abdomen  looks  like  that  of 
a  pregnant  woman,  but  with  an  appearance  of  unusual  constriction 
arocmd  the  lower  edge  of  the  ribs.  Under  the  influence  of  chloroform 
tlie  muscles  are  drawn  in  and  the  abdomen  flattens,  until  it  assumes  its 
proper  size,  or  even  becomes  depressed  and  relaxed  like  the  abdomen 
mfler  delivery.     As  soon  as  the  effect  of  the  anaesthetic  is  passing  off 

anch  a  case  of  spurious  pregnancy,  the  muscles  begin  to  arch  up 
become  tense  as  before. — Ranking* s  Abstract,  from  Medical  Times 
GmeUe. 

19.  The  Streaks  on  the  Abdomen  of  Pregnant  Women. — Dr.  Crede,  of 
Berlin,  has  established  (Monaischr.  f  Oeburtsh,  and  Frauenkrankh,) 
tke  following  propositions  :  1.  The  streaks  exist  in  a  great  majority 
of  pregnant  women,  but  appear  very  seldom  during  the  first  half  of 
pregnancy,  frequently  not  until  the  last  month.  2.  Soon  after  delivery 
tlwj  grow  gradually  less  evident,  although  they  never  entirely  dis- 
^ipear.  3.  Sometimes  not  a  trace  of  these  streaks  are  to  be  found 
eren  with  repeated  pregnancies.  4.  Tliey  may  appear  for  the  first  time 
at  tbe  second  or  third  pregnancy,  or  else  new  streaks  are  added  to  the 
oM  ones.  5.  They  may  exist  without  pregnancy,  in  consequence  of 
wluitever  produces  a  rapid  and  considerable  extension   of  the   skin 

i dropsy,  etc.).     6.  Similar  streaks  may  occasionally  be  found  on  the 
ireast,  thighs,  buttocks,  calves  of  the   legs,  etc. — Z.  JSlsburg,  M.D, 
(  Ohio  Med,  and  Surg.  Joum. ) 

20.  Occlusion  <^  the  Vagina,  Exostosis,  Forcible  Delivery  and  Death, 
—Dr.  G.  W.  Phillips,  of  Dixon,  Illinois,  reports  a  very  complicated 
caae  of  delivery,  proving  fatal  without  any  apparent  cause.  During 
tba  first  labor,  eighteen  months  ago,  a  protuberance  from  the  pro- 
moiitory  protracted  parturition  for  five  days.  The  child  was  with 
diffical^  delivered  after  the  performance  of  craniotomy.  The  danger 
of  adhesion,  in  consequence  of  sloughing  of  the  vagina  walls,  was  at 
tkat  time  pointed  out,  but  all  treatment  refused.  After  the  second 
labor  had  been  progressing  for  twelve  hours,  with  regular  pains,  there 
waa  foond  two  inches  within  tbe  vagina  a  firm  fold  or  band,  with  an 

scarcely  admitting  tbe  finger.     This  opening,  however,  dilated 
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somewhat  under  the  iufluence  of  the  pains,  though  not  suffici* 
permit  the  delivery  of  the  child.  The  head  coming  to  press 
stricture,  the  latter  was  divided,  and  the  head  thus  allowed  to  a 
But  before  it  passed  the  superior  strait,  the  pains  decreased, 
duration  of  about  twenty-four  hours.  The  uterus  was  now  fc 
be  tilted  to  the  right  and  kept  there  by  the  exostosis.  Erj 
duced  stronger  pains  ;  the  head  engaged  in  the  inferior  strait, 
ing  a  second  division  of  the  adhesion.  Soon,  however,  the  sy 
of  exhaustion  became  more  and  more  evident,  and  the  pains 
The  child's  death  being  indicated  by  a  number  of  symptoms, 
tomy  was  performed  and  the  hDad  delivered  by  means  of  \ 
hook.  The  placenta  soon  followed  upon  traction  on  the  ec 
womb  contracted  well.  Child  well  developed,  showing  no  m 
decomposition ;  placenta  softened  and  easily  torn  ;  cord  an< 
branes  of  a  dirty-yellow  color,  partly  putrefied.  Duration  o 
forty-two  hours.  Stimulants  and  opium  were  given  to  the 
without  avail.  She  sank  gradually  and  died  the  fifth  day,  frc 
cause  not  ascertained.  There  was  neither  inflammatory  act 
exhaustion  ;  probably  a  poison  connected  with  the  putrefied  p 
been  absorbed  into  the  blood  and  prostrated  the  nervous  syste: 
to  prevent  reaction. — Chicago  Medical  Journal. 

21.  ResuscUaiion  of  Still-bom  Children. — Dr.  Depaul,  on 
most  active  advocates  of  pulmonary  insufflation,  offers  to  publ 
tion  a  case  containing  very  striking  evidence  of  the  valnabk 
attained  by  a  persevering  use  of  the  laryngeal  tube.  Called  t 
consultation,  a  young  woman  just  confined,  he  noticed  the  infa 
on  a  table  and  was  informed  that  it  had  been  born  anaemic,  hi 
shown  a  single  symptom  of  life,  and  had  been  subjected  in  vs 
the  usual  means  for  resuscitation.  Looking  at  the  infant,  De 
served  certain  vague  tremblings  in  the  praecordial  region,  and 
introduced  his  laryngeal  tube  and  began  to  practice  insufflation, 
thirty  minutes  had  elapsed  since  the  accouchement.  Soon  th( 
tion  was  reestablished  and  manifested  itself  by  well-marked  pi 
of  the  heart  and  umbilical  cord.  The  first  inspiration  took  pi 
the  insufflation  had  been  conducted  about  a  quarter  of  an 
second  supervened  in  a  few  moments,  and  then  they  multiplied 
After  about  forty  minutes  of  insufflation  the  respiration  w 
regular  and  the  infant  completely  restored. 

Not  all  cases  are  attended  by  so  fortunate  a  result.  Sc 
pulsation  and  respiration  are  only  established  to  be  i*eextii 
after  a  few  moments.  Dr.  Depaul  never  abandons  all  hope  i 
has  tried  this  artificial  respiration  for  two  hours.  The  instrui 
ployed  is  the  tube  of  Chausser,  but  with  a  single  terminal  orifi< 
child,  wrapped  up  in  warm  clothes,  is  placed  so  as  to  have  the  c 
siderably  elevated  and  the  head  inclined  backwards.  Then  tli 
and  pharynx  are  freed  from  the  mucus  which  may  be  pres 
now  the  index  or  little  finger  of  the  nght  hand  is  introduced 
ing  the  middle  line  of  the  tongue  as  far  as  the  epiglottis ;  t 
fingers  of  the  same  hand  grasp  the  instrument,  like  a  pen,  a 
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Along  the  finger  already  placed  in  the  mouth.     It  is  generally  easy 
raise  the  epiglottis   hy  gentle  movements,  inclining  the  tube  a  little 
the  left.     Alter  the  tube  has  entered  the  larynx,  the  regurgitation 
►f  the  air  mnst  be  prevented  either  by  closing  perfectly  the  entrance 
»f  the  larynx  with  the  end  of  the  index  finger,  or  by  closing  oesopha- 
i,  mouth  and  nares,  the  former  by  compi-essing  it  with  the  instru- 
L«nt,  the  latter  orifices   by  covering  them  with  the  hands.     ITie  in- 
ifRation  must  be  practiced  without  timidity.     If  some  force  is  used 
is  a  better  chance  of  success. — Journ,  dt  MSdec.  et  de  Ckir.  Pract.; 
.^^€Mtkv.  Joum.  of  Med.  and  Surg, 

Another  instrument  is  employed  by  Dr.  J.  G.  Wilson,  accoucheur 
the  Glasgow  Lying-in  Hospital.  It  consists  of  a  vulcanized  India- 
il>ber  ball,  about  the  size  of  an  orange,  to  which  is  attached  a  Ger- 
kn-silver  tube,  about  six  inches  long,  and  gently  curved  towards  its 
extremity.  The  tube  is  closed  at  the  extreme  end,  but  has  two 
openings  or  eyes,  like  a  female  catheter,  a  short  distance  from  the 
jomnt.  On  compressing  the  ball,  the  contained  air  rushes  along  the 
and  through  these  openings ;  but  on  removing  the  pressure  the 
11  becomes  instantly  refilled  with  air,  which  may  again  be  evacuated 
before.  In  order  to  have  a  constant  supply  of  fresh  air,  another 
^p^ning  should  be  made  in  the  tube,  about  an  inch  from  its  attachment 
the  ball.  During  the  compression  of  the  ball,  the  left  thumb  easily 
the  opening,  which  has  to  be  kept  open  to  admit  fresh  air 
ring  the  subsequent  expansion  of  the  ball.  This  instrument  is  in- 
luced  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  Depaul.  The  insufflation  must 
gently  and  slowly  performed,  so  as  to  simulate  as  nearly  as  possible 
normal  respiratory  process.  After  each  inflation,  the  chest  must 
slightly  compressed,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  expulsion  of  air  from 
longs.  Inflation  ought  never  to  be  relinquished  as  hopeless  whilst 
least  fluttering  or  quivering  motion  over  the  cardiac  region  is  per- 
ceptible.— Ranking* 9  Abstract. 

22.  Dystocia  Caused  by  Ovarian  Tumors. — In  1845  Dr.  Sp.  Tliomp- 

•o«  pablished  in  the  Amer.   Med.  Monthly  the  history  of  a  delivery 

'^here  a  large  fluctuating  ovarian  tumor  appeared  behind  the  neck  of 

Uip  womb.     The  tumor  was  pushed  upwards  during  the  progress   of 

labor,  and  the  woman  delivered  of  a  full-grown  child  without  difficulty. 

Dr.  F.  Elkington  reported  two  cases  of  similar  complication  in  the 
Britisk  Review,  1848.  In  one  of  them  it  was  impossible  to  effect 
WiTcrr  by  turning  without  changing  the  position  of  the  tumor  ;  in 
the  second  instance,  the  child  had  to  be  taken  away  by  perforation, 
altlMHigli  the  size  of  the  tumor  had  been  considerably  lessened  by 
pmctnre. 

Prof.  Litzmann,  of  Kiel,  has  made  ovarian  tumors,  as  a  cause  of 
^Tutocia,  the  subject  of  an  elaborate  and  important  article  in  the 
jHemiseAe  Klinik,  1852.  He  states  that  up  to  1852  only  forty-seven 
of  this  kind  had  been  published.  Twenty-five  times  the  diag- 
had  been  establisheil  either  by  a  post-mortem  examination,  or 
bj  puncturing  the  tumor  ;  in  the  remaining  twenty-two  cases  the  strict 
proof  of  the  existence  of  ovarian  tumors  has  been  wanting.     Twenty- 
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two  mothers  recovered,  twenty-four  died.  Only  seven  children  wer 
horn  alive ;  thirty-five  had  heen  still-horn,  and  the  condition  of  fiftoe: 
remained  dubious.  (There  were  fifty -six  deliveries  in  all.)  Te: 
births  were  effected  by  nature  alone,  seven  by  replacement,  nine  h 
puncture  or  incision  of  the  tumor,  eleven  by  the  forceps,  eight  h 
turning  on  the  feet,  seventeen  by  perforation,  two  by  induction  c 
premature  labor,  three  by  extraction  of  the  child ;  one  woman  die 
undelivered. 

'     In  the  Monalschr,/.  Oeburisk.,  vii.,  1856,  Dr.  Hecker  reported 
pregnancy  complicated  with  ovarian  dropsy.     Premature  labor  wa 
induced  on  account  of  dyspnoea.     The  woman  died  in  child-bed  froi 
incarceration  of  the  cyst  in  the  crui-al  canal. 

Five  cases  of  a  similar  nature  have  been  noticed  by  Dr.  Brann,  c 
Vienna  '( Wiener  Mediz,  Wachenschr.y  49,  1859).  All  the  wome 
were  primiparsB,  and  had  never  suffered  from  any  complaints  darin 
menstruation  or  pregnancy.  In  four  of  them  the  presence  of  a 
ovarian  tumor  was  established  beyond  doubt ;  in  one  instance  the  na 
ture  of  the  tumor  had  been  dubious.  Three  were  simple  cysts,  one 
carcinoma  of  the  ovary.  Labor  commenced  in  four  cases  at  the  fit] 
term  ;  only  in  one  instance  it  was  premature.  In  all  cases  incarcen 
tion  was  observed.  Two  children  were  bom  alive,  three  dead ;  a! 
presented  with  the  vertex. 

23.  Cause  of  Menstruation. — I  believe,  says  Dr.  F.  C.  C.  Blackbura 
of  Calhoun  county,  Ga.,  that  menstruation  is  produced  by  some  otbi 
cause  than  universal  or  partial  plethora,  and  that  cause  mast  be  nate 
ral.  I  can,  however,  account  for  it  in  no  other  way  than  by  admL 
ting  that  the  ovaria  of  most  healthy  women  are  capable  of  ripenic 
an  ovum,  or  ova,  monthly,  which,  descending  into  the  uterus,  is,  • 
arc  then,  attached  to  some  of  its  vessels  ;  the  blood  is  invited  to  thj 
particular  part  with  more  force  than  usual.  After  a  certain  time,  n- 
receiving  the  male  semen  to  stimulate  it  into  action,  the  ovum  die 
and  is  gradually  separated,  leaving  a  hsBmorrhage  from  the  mouths 
the  vessels  to  which  it  was  attached  ;  and  thence  originates  the  me 
strual  flux.  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  vessels  yield  ooj 
red  blood  as  long  as  the  ovum  remains  partially  attached ;  after" 
complete  separation  has  taken  place,  they  Contract  and  emit  only* 
serous  fluid.  Menorrhagia,  or  profuse  menstruation,  is  said  to  be  d" 
to  a  plethoric  state  of  the  uterine  vessels,  which  I  very  much  doab« 
for  women  of  lax  habit  are  moi*e  subject  to  it  than  those  of  a  sangoin 
temperament.  I  think  menorrliagia  is  occasioned  by  the  partial  dl 
tachmont  of  the  ovupi  from  the  vessels  of  the  womb,  while  the  laxi" 
of  that  organ  retards  a  complete  separation,  and  keeps  the  vessel  optf 
from  which  the  ovum  is  separated.  This  is  the  case  in  parturitiofl 
and  more  particularly  in  early  abortions.  Anything  that  will  act  fl 
an  astringent  upon  the  uterus,  causes  the  separation  of  the  ovum  9M 
relieves  the  patient.  Upon  this  principle  the  gooil  efiect  of  cold  a{ 
plications  is  eat^ily  accounted  for. —  Oglethorpe  Med,  and  Surg,  JawrP 

24.  Menstruation  mthout  Ovaries, — In  a  paper  upon  the  Diagnosi 
of  Ovarian  Tumors,  I'ead  before  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  8a 


:i.  861.]  Ediiorud  AbiiracU  and  Sdsdioms.  827 

<ri4et7»  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee  states  that  menstruation  may  go  on  with  great 
Tf^^larity  eTen  when  both  ovaries  are  diseased.  In  one  case  he  re- 
oved  both  ovaries,  and  yet  the  menses  recurred  regularly;  in  an- 
>dier  case  the  patient  experienced,  at  the  usual  period,  a  sensation  as 
['£  her  catamenia  were  about  to  recur  ;  and  she  had  at  the  same  time  a 
■rliitish  dischatge  from  the  vagina. — Med.  and  Surp.  Reporter. 


SOME    NEW    FORMULiE. 

25.  Laudanked  Wine  of  SguUU,  as  employed  by  the  medical  pro- 
f^esaion  of  Lyons :  White  wine,  one  pint ;   powdered  squills,  eight 

laudanum,  twenty-nine  grammes.     Dr.  Teissier  has  ob- 
ined  advantageous  results   from  the  employment  of  this  wine  in 
ies,  especially  those  which  follow  pulmonary  emphysema. — 7%e 
;  Aug.,  1857,  from  Bull,  Gin,  de  Thir, 

^.  Syrup  ef  Squill  prepared  with  Alcohol. — J.  8.  Conrad  gives 
following  formula :  |lr  squill,  powdered,  two  ounces  (troy)  ;  alco- 
,  three  fl.  ounces ;  water,  one  pint ;  refined  sugar,  two  pounds 
(  ^a-t^y).  Mix  the  squill  with  twice  its  bulk  of  coarse  washed  sand, 
iLvm^roduce  into  a  percolater,  and  place  a  thin  diaphragm  on  the  top. 
ijc  the  alcohol  and  water,  and  displace  till  twelve  ounces  are  ob- 
i  aed  ;  then  add  the  sugar,  boil,  evaporate  to  two  pints,  and  strain. 
.  Jomm.  qf  Pkarm.,  May,  1860,  from  Trans.  Md.  Coll.  Pharm. 

1SI,  (Memem*   Solution  (of  Arseniated  Bromide  of  Potassium)  : 

pnlv.  arsen.  albi  depur.,  potassce  subcarb.  et  tartaro,  SlSl.  drachmam 

;  coqne  cum  aque  destill.  libra  semis  ad  perfectam  solutionem  ; 

IB  adde  aqu.  destill.  qu.  s.,  ut  fiant  uneia'  duodecim  ;  deinde 

bromini  puri,  drachmas  dnas.     Shake  several  times  daily,  for  a 

In  four  weeks  it  is  ready  for  use  ;  rcquires  to  be  kept  in  the 


HVe  earnestly  urge  our  readers  to  give  it  a  trial,  on  account  of  the 
'^  ^iiumulated  evidence  from  Europe  of  its  excellent  tonic,  alterative, 
resolvent  properties,  rendering  it  available  in  intermittent  fever, 
de  cutaneous  diseases,  especially  of  syphilitic  origin,  syphilitic 
*«Iled  testicle,  tumor  albus,  secondary  and  tertiary  syphilis.     Dose, 
or  four  drops  in  a  glassfull  of  water,  once  or  twice  a  day.     No 
medicine  seems  to  act  so  rapidly  and  certainly  as  a  tonic  to  the 
^oie  system. — Jfed.  and  Surg.  Rep. 

^.  FtwUi  Extract  of  Burdock — a  preparation  which,  it  is  believed, 

^  *it  be  advantageously  substituted  for  that  of  Karsaparilla,  as  a 

efficient  and  reliable  alterative,  or,  at  least,  as  a  valuable  addi- 

to  it — is  thus  prepared  by  Dr.  T.  Grahamc  :  ll» burdock,  in  pow- 

,  No.  50,  sixteen  ounce's;  dilut  d  alcohol  (alcohol,  four  and  a  half 

;  water,  three  and  a  half  parts^,  a  sufficient  quantity.     Dampen 

powder  with  the  menstruum,  and  pack  it  in  a  suitable  glass  dis- 

^^^•eer;  having  covered  the  surface  with  a  piece  of  muslin,  or  perfor- 

^Wd  filtering  piip^r,  pour  on  the  menstnaun,  and  continue  the  perco- 

^tion  to  euanation,  reserving  one  and  a  half  ounces  of  the  first  run- 


328  Editorial  Abstrads  and  SelecHoru. 

nings,— evaporate  the  remainder  over  a  water  bath  nntil  reduced  to  nine 
fluid  ounces,  to  which  add  four  ounces  of  sugar,  and  dissolve.  Strain, 
if  necessary,  and  add  the  reserved  portion.     Dose,  one  teaspoonful. 

29.  Broion  Mixture, — Chas.  S.  Tilyard  thinks,  if  prepared  in  the 
following  manner,  it  may  prove  more  satisfactory  than  that  resulting 
from  the  officinal  method :  B:  pulverized  ext.  liquorice,  one  ounce ; 
gum  arabic,  in  lump,  one  ounce  ;  paregoric,  fourfl.  ounces  ;  ant.  wine, 
one  fl.  ounce ;  wine  of  ipecac,  one  fl.  ounce ;  sweet  sp.  nitre,  one  fl. 
ounce  ;  cold  water,  q.  s.  Mix  the  paregoric,  ant.  wine,  spirit  of -nitre, 
and  wine  of  ipecac  together  in  a  bottle  holding  one  quart ;  turn  in 
the  ext.  liquor,  set  aside  for  twelve  hours,  with  frequent  agitation, 
then  pour  in  gradually  twenty  fl.  ounces  cold  water,  set  aside  again 
for  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  frequently  shaking.  Filter  through 
a  well-plaited  filter,  allow  the  gum  arabic  to  dissolve  in  the  liquid  ; 
and  when  dissolved,  pour  into  a  bottle  containing  one  and  a  quarter 
pounds  (avoirdupois)  of  white  sugar  in  coarse  powder,  shako  fre- 
quently imtil  the  sugar  is  dissolved,  or  hasten  it  by  setting  the  bottle 
in  warm  water.  The  whole,  when  finished,  should  measure  two  pints. 
— The  DruggiMj  January,  1860,  from  Transdct,  and  Joum,  Md.  Coli. 
Pharm, 

30.  Syrup  of  Tar, — A  formula  compiled  by  Th.  A.  Lancaster  is 
intended  as  a  substitute  for  tar-beer  :  Take  tinct.  picis  liquidie,  uncias 
duas  ;  magn.  carbon.,  unciam  unam,  s.  q.  s. ;  sacchari  albi,  libram 
unam  (avoird.)  ;  aqu»  font.,  q.  s.  Rub  the  tincture  first  thoioughlj 
with  the  magnesia,  and  then  add  half  a  pint  of  the  water  graduallj, 
transfer  to  a  filter,  and  when  the  liquor  ceases  to  pass,  add  more  water 
till  it  measures  half  a  pint ;  then  to  the  filtered  liquor  add  the  sugar, 
and  by  means  of  a  gentle  heat  convert  it  into  a  syrup. — Amer,  Jmum. 
of  Pharm, 


OHIO  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

CixciNXATi,  Ohio,  April  2l8t,  1861. 

The  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  will  be  held 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday,  the  25th  day  of  June,  1861,  at  the  Ohio  White  Sal|AQr 
Springs. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  that  we  have  changed  the  day  of  meeting  tnc^ 
the  second  to  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  June.  The  reasons  which  induced  us  to 
make  the  change  are  as  follows:  First,  as  the  American  Medical  ABsociation 
meets  this  year  at  Chicago,  in  the  early  part  of  June,  it  would  be  inconrenient, 
if  not  impossible,  for  our  delegates  to  attend  that  association  and  our  State 
Society  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month;  Second,  from  some  improvements 
which  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Wilson,  is  making  at  the  Springs,  it  would  be  incon- 
venient for  him  to  entertain  the  Society  before  the  26th. 

H.  S.  ('oxKLiN,  President. 


R.  R.  McMeens,  1  H.  G.  Cabet, 

S.  Bonner,  |      Vice  S.  Bonner, 

W.  P.  Kincaid,      r  Presidents.         W.  L.  McMillen, 


S.  P.  Hunt,  J  G.  C.  E.  Weber, 

W.  P.  Kincaid, 

John  B.  Thompson,  Treasurer.  W.  W.  Dawsoit,  Secretary. 


Executive 
Committee. 
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CINCINNATI  LANCET  AND  OBSERVER. 

COKDUOTBD   BY 

E.  B.  ffTEYENS,  ED.,  J.  L  KURPH Y,  H.D.,  AND  0.  C.  E.  WEBER,  H.D. 

▼oLXT.  JUNB.  1.861.  No.  8. 

AKTICLS    I. 

€••6  of  Congattion  and  Softening  of  the  Brain. 

BT  B«  B.  MOMBBNB,  M.D.,  BABDUSKT,  OHIO. 

Tlie  prodroma,  progress,  and  peculiar  symptoms  of  the  following 
were  so  novel  in  their  nature  to  myself  and  others  as  to  indnoe 
to  submit  an  abstract  of  the  same  to  your  perusal,  and  if  considered 
of  aafficient  interest  to  warrant  publication,  you  can  so  dispose  of  it. 
D.  D.,  an  employee  of  the  8.,  D.  and  C.  R.  R.,  had  occupied  the 
pod  of  dock  and  road  master  at  this  place  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 
Ho  poeeessed  great  physical  energy  and  endurance,  and  was  indefati* 
gmbly  diligent  in  discharging  the  duties  of  his  station.  He  was  of  a 
aenro-bilious  temperament,  of  medium  stature,  modest  demeanor,  and 
aidmowledged  probity  of  character.  During  the  last  ten  years,  the 
period  of  my  acquaintance  with,  and  professional  cognizance  of  him, 
ke  had  suffered  from  but  two  attacks  of  illness  :  some  six  years  since, 
from  an  acute  pneumonia,  induced  by  exposure  at  night  to  inclement 
,  from  which  he  had  a  rapid  and  perfect  recovery  ;  and  about 
•obsequently,  from  a  slight  hfemoptysis,  excited  by  over-exer- 
tiott  and  exeiciae,  while  suffering  from  a  severe  pulmonary  catarrh. 
Whk  dieee  exceptions,  his  health  had  been  uniformly  good,  requiring 
BO  medical  aid  whatever  ;  nor  interrupting  the  regular  performance 
of  hie  dntiee,  nntil  late  in  the  summer  of  last  year,  when  he  began  to 
of  feeling  unusually  fatigued  after  the  labors  of  the  day,  and 
by  his  intimate  associates  to  incline  his  head  unnatural- 
^  tm  one  nde^  mmi  to  perceptibly  droop  in  one  ahoolder.    He  niade  n 

IT.— ii. 
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allasion,  however,  to  this  fact  himself,  and  was  apparently  uncon- 
scious of  it.  In  September  last  he  was  compelled  to  undergo  unnsnal 
labor,  and  exercise  great  vigilance  in  providing  and  superintending 
the  numerous  trains  required  to  accommodate  and  transport  the  people 
attending  the  ''  mass  meetings"  of  the  late  political  campaign.  On 
the  23d  of  that  month  he  stood  most  of  the  night  on  the  platform  of 
the  rear  car,  with  a  signal  light,  to  prevent  any  casualty  occurring  be- 
tween the  many  "  wild  trains  "  then  in  transition.  The  next  day, 
although  weary  from  want  of  sleep,  and  suffering  from  soreness  and 
stiffness  in  the  shoulders,  aims,  and  back  of  the  neck,  which  he  attri- 
buted to  rheumatism,  he  accompanied  a  monster  train  to  the  grand 
gpathering  of  the  "  Douglas  clan  "  at  Tiffin.  Before  reaching  that 
place  he  was  seized  with  chills,  flashes  of  fever,  increased  pain  and 
lameness,  thirst,  dyspnoea,  and  extreme  difficulty  and  distress  in  swal- 
lowing. At  Tiffin  he  proceeded  at  once  to  a  hotel  and  retired  to  bed, 
where  he  remained  until  the  return  of  the  train,  with  which  he  arrived 
at  home  early  in  the  evening.  I  was  immediately  summoned  to  his 
assistance,  and  found  him  suffering  apparently  from  most  of  the  prom- 
inent symptoms  of  a  congestive  chill,  common  to  our  pernicious  fevers, 
and  diagnosed  accordingly.  The  pulse  was  accelerated,  contracted, 
and  quick,  oppressed  respiration,  cold  and  clammy  surface,  anxious 
and  haggard  countenance,  slightly  coated  tongue,  and  a  general  tremor 
of  the  whole  body.  There  was  intense  thirst,  but  an  almost  total  ina- 
bility to  swallow  any  fluid,  it  being  spasmodically  *  ejected  from  the 
nostrils,  or  attended  with  symptoms  of  impending  suffocation.  He 
was  also  tormented  with  frequent  shocks  or  distressing  sensations  in 
the  arms  and  hands,  requesting  them  to  be  vigorously  pulled,  rubbed, 
and  pinched. 

A  mustard  poultice  was  premised,  and  a  large  cataplasm  of  the  samo 
directed  to  be  applied  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  chest ;  and  ths 
following  prescription  ordered : 

Q;    Qaini»  sulph.,  9  j. 
Pulv.  Doveri,  grs.  xxv. 
M.,  ft.  chart.  No.  iv.    S.  one  every  four  hours. 

To  be  alternated  with  teaspoonful  doses  of  spirits  nit.  dulc.  in  water. 
After  a  time  he  felt  somewhat  relieved,  but  passed  an  unquiet  and  un- 
satisfactory night. 

Sept  25. — Morning  visit :  Respiration  much  improved,  pulse  less 
frequent  and  more  natural,  deglutition  still  difficult,  but  practicable, 
tongue  more  coated,  surface  waim  and  normal.  Patient  complains 
chiefly  of  severe  and  circumscribed  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  thorax. 
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Fbrrassion  elicitM  slight  dallness  over  the  region  of  pain.    Ordered  the 

free  application  of  cups  over  the  affected  part,  and  made  the  following 

prescription  : 

Ijk    QuinifB  Bulph.,  9  j. 

Hydrarg.  masse,  grs.  x^j. 

Puly.  ipecao.|  grc  ir. 

Extract  hyosciamas,  grs.  rj. 

M.;  ft.  pill.  No.  xij.    S.  one  erery  two  hours. 

8piritii  nit.  dulc.  to  he  continued  as  hefore. 

Evening  visit :  Respiration  and  deglutition  decidedly  improved. 
Pain  in  chest  quite  trivial.  Patient  expresses  a  general  sense  of  relief. 
Has  had  no  evacuation  of  the  bowels  ;  some  uneasiness  in  consequence* 
Ordered  a  bolus  of  the  following  : 

]^    Hydrarg.  submur.,  grs.  rig. 
Extract  hyosoiamus,  grs.  g.    M. 

To  be  followed  in  four  hours  with  an  infusion  of — 

'fk    Senna,  3  ss. 

Magnes.  sulph.,  3  w. 
Mann»  opt.,  3  j. 
Foenicula  contus.,  3  U* 
M.    To  be  giTcn  in  free  doses  every  two  hours  until  it  operates. 

Sept.  26. — Morning  visit :  Cathartic  had  acted  freely,  early  in  the 
night ;  has  slept  but  little  ;  passed  a  restless  but  painless  night. 
Complains  of  filight  pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  occiput  and  nape  of 
tbe  neck.  Pulse  quite  natural.  Some  difficulty  of  swallowing  occa- 
sionally experienced  ;  at  other  times  perfectly  free.  Some  degree  of 
nmnbness  and  uneasiness  of  the  upper  extremities  returning.  Obserye 
for  the  first  time  an  unnatural  lustre  of  the  eyes,  and  some  dilatation 
of  pQpils.     Prescribed  the  following  as  a  nervous  stimulant : 

Ifc    AssafoDtida,  3  j- 

Aqua  menthn,  3  iij.     Ft.  solutio,  et  adde 
Ammoniated  tinct  valeriaDn,  3j' 
Tinct.  oastorei,  3  ij. 
Sulphuric  ether,  3  j. 
Tinct.  opii  camph.,  3  ss. 
M.    Teaspoonful  every  two  or  three  hours. 

Eveming  visit :  Informs  me  confidentially  of  a  new  feature  in  hia 
emat :  has  had  all  the  afternoon  frequent  violent  and  painful  erection! 
of  the  penis,  attended  with  emissions  of  semen,  which  he  feels  is  rap- 
idly exhausting  him  ;  has  been  vainly  endeavoring  to  restrain  theia 
bj  tlie  application  of  cold  water.     Both  himself  and  attendant  oonoor 
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in  assuring  me  that  he  has  had  more  than  a  dozen  emissions  already. 
While  conversing  with  him  another  erection  suddenly  and  nnexpeel* 
edly  occurred,  which  he  ineffectually  attempted  to  arrest  by  fofee  of 
will.  To  satisfy  myself  of  the  real  character  of  this  singular  phenom- 
enon I  made  an  ocular  inspection  of  the  organ.  The  penis  was  in  a 
state  of  full  and  complete  priapism,  the  glans  purple  from  extrane 
distention,  the  testicles  firmly  contracted,  and  the  emission  forcibly 
ejected,  but  small  in  quantity.  After  its  consummation,  an  exoesaive 
degree  of  languor  ensued,  with  general  muscular  tremor  and  frequent 
and  feeble  pulse,  and  evident  marks  of  exhaustion. 

A  blister  was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  a  liniment,  com- 
posed as  follows,  addressed  to  the  spine,  by  friction  : 

']fe    Volatile  liniment,  g  iy. 
Spirits  terebinth.,  3  ss. 
Tinct.  opii,  J  88.  M. 

And  the  following  sedative  administered  internally,  to  quiet  general 
nervous  perturbation  : 

fis    Chloroform,  gtts.  x. 
Tinct.  opii,  3  ij. 
Mucilago  acacise,  5  ss. 
Aq.  laura  cerasi,  J  ss. 
Aq.  deatillata,  g  j. 
M.    Teaspoonftil  every  two  or  three  hours. 

The  application  of  cold  water  to  the  parts  to  be  continued. 

8eptr  27. — Was  called  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.  Patient  worse.  Eree- 
lions  still  frequent,  emissions  only  occasional ;  extremf  wakefolnaBS ; 
increasing  cerebral  excitement,  but  intellectual  functions  still 
paired  ;  the  erections  are  becoming  intolerably  painful,  causing 
to  cry  out  with  anguish.  Continue  same  treatment  until  morning, 
with  additional  doses  of  the  muriate  of  morphia  combined  with  the 
extract  of  dulcamara. 

Morning  visit :  Patient  no  better.  Symptoms  much  the  same.  The 
erections  only  partial,  and  of  shorter  duration  ;  they  assume  more  the 
character  of  neuralgic  shocks,  and  are  exquisitely  painful.  He  in- 
quired as  to  the  probable  prospects  of  his  recovery.  I  confessed  my 
apprehensions  of  the  result,  and  solicited  counsel.  He  immediatdy 
sent  for  an  attorney,  and  made  his  will  with  a  composure  and  equa- 
nimity of  mind  rarely  witnessed  under  similar  circumstances.  I  then 
secured  the  counsel  and  cooperation  of  Dr.  H.  I.  Donahoo,  and  we 
placed  him  upon  the  following  treatment : 
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Tjt    Ezimet  nux  Tomioft,  grs.  Tj. 
Fluid  eztrMi  oonii,  J  g. 
M.    Teaspoonful  erery  two  or  three  hours. 

Toward  evening  he  began  to  manifest  some  aberration  of  mind, 
become  abstracted,  and,  if  unmolested,  mntter  to  imaginary  persons ; 
all  of  which,  however,  would  disappear  upon  his  attention  being 
diverted  by  interrogation  or  otherwise.  During  the  night  his  delirium 
and  hallncinations  rapidly  increased,  the  current  of  which  was  decid- 
edly libidinous  in  character.  He  was  constantly  engaged  in  contract- 
ing secret  assignations  with  numerous  and  voluptuous  syrens.  Hit 
language  at  times  was  lewd  to  the  extreme  of  obscenity. 

Sept.  28. — Patient  more  excited  and  incoherent,  the  character  of  his 
liallucinations  less  lecherous,  but  more  hideous  and  harassing.  He 
imagines  himself  incarcerated  and  condemned  for  seducing  the  sister 
^  one  of  his  friends,  and  pleads  vehemently  and  most  pathetically  lA 
asseveration  of  his  innocence.  About  noon  a  complete  change  cama 
^yver  the  phantasia  of  his  dreams  ;  the  wanton  fires  that  had  raged  80 
fiercely  in  the  chambers  of  reason  were  extinguished,  and  all  traces  of 
^^heir  imagery  had  vanished  as  the  shadow  of  a  cloud.  The  organs  of 
viirth  and  benevolence  seemed  to  have  gained  possession,  and  reign 
sopreme.  He  winked  at  all  within  the  range  of  his  vision,  with  A 
VDost  benignant  and  winning  smile,  insisted  upon  treating  the  whoh 
^crowd,  and  was  exceedingly  jocose,  and  lavish  in  offers  of  money  and 
innnificent  gifts. 

During  all  this  time  an  occasional  shock  or  nervous  paroxysm  would 
pats  over  him,  momentarily  check  his  hilarity,  produce  a  painful  con- 
tortion of  countenance,  and  cause  him  to  clasp  his  hands  fiimly  upon 
the  pubis.  These  shocks  closely  resembled  in  their  conduct  the  action 
of  a  person  subjected  to  the  charge  of  a  galvanic  battery.  He  contin- 
ued in  this  state  until  about  five  o'clock  in  -the  afternoon,  when  in  the 
midst  of  one  of  hi8  happiest  moods  and  broadest  smiles  another  con- 
v^sive  shudder  occurred,  respiration  ceased,  and  with  one  spasmodic 
a(Miv«l«ion  of  the  face  he  expired. 

The  next  morning  a  hurried  post-mortem  was  had,  in  the  presenot 
of  Dra.  Donahoo,  Austin  Morton,  and  Stanley.  Upon  removing  the 
calvarium  the  meninges  exhibited  an  undue  degree  of  vascularity,  and 
thm  sinuses  engorged  with  an  exceedingly  dark  colored  blood.  On 
^■posing  the  brain  proper  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  cerebrum  presented 
m  periectly  normal  appearance,  while  upon  the  extreme  portion  of  tke 
poaisrior  lobes  a  distinct  line  of  demarcation  was  conspicuously  dis- 
pUjed  between  the  pearly  and  pink  colored  tint  of  the  healthy  stmc- 
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tai'e,  and  the  dingy,  degenerated  aspect  of  the  other.  It  presented  pre- 
cisely the  appearances  observed  in  cases  of  chronic  softening.  The 
whole  exterior  of  the  cerebellum ,  with  the  pons  varolii  and  medulla 
oblongata,  were  fonnd  in  a  state  of  intense  vascular  congestion.  No 
farther  examination  was  made,  as  time  and  place  prevented  the  proper 
opportunities  for  minute  exploration. 

The  autopsical  revelations  detailed  above  forces  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  chronic  softening  of  the  brain  had  been  silently  encroaching  for 
some  time  previous  to  the  last  attack,  and  that  the  local  character  and 
predilection  of  the  cei-cbellum  as  the  seat  of  congestion  was  the  conse* 
quence  of  preexisting  disease  and  debility  in  that  region. 

To  explain  the  peculiar  phenomena  displayed  in  the  case  would 
require  all  Uie  learning  and  acumen  of  the  most  profound  physiologist. 
The  singular  fact  that  the  nervous  centre  presiding  over  the  sexual 
organs  should  be  specially  elected  and  excited  to  such  an  inordinate 
degree,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  as  directly  under  the  control 
of  the  cerebro -spinal  system,  as  well  as  the  eccentric  paralyzation  of 
the  nerves  concerned  in  the  process  of  deglutition,  with  the  paroxysmal 
affection  of  the  upper  extremities,  and  subsequently  invading  the  intel- 
lectual faculties,  developing  a  series  of  mental  manifestations  almost 
purely  phrenological  in  proportion  and  propensity, —  demands  the 
attainments  of  a  Brown- Sequard  or  Fraser  Campbell  to  fully  compre- 
hend and  rationally  demonstrate. 


ARTICLE  U. 

The  Surgical  Treatment  of  Epilepsy. 

BT  JNO.  8.  BILLINGS,  M.D.,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 


"  Verumque  eat,  ad  tjDMim  eurandi  rationemf  nihil  plua  con/erre,  qtuim  esBp^rienlMiin.''-* 
Oblsus. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  fully  in  the  truth  of  the  maxim  of  Celsus,  given 
above,  I  propose  in  the  following  article  to  consider  the  operations 
which  have  been  employed  from  time  to  time  by  surgeons  and  physi- 
cians for  the  relief  of  one  of  the  most  mysterious  maladies  in  the  noso- 
logical scale,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  rebellious  to  treatment.  I  refer 
to  epilepsy.  In  this  disease,  certainly,  our  boasted  lamp,  experience, 
only  serves  to  make  the  darkness  more  visible ;  and  I  fear  that  the 
modern  physician,  with  all  the  science  and  wisdom  of  this  progressive 
Nineteenth  Century,  effects  but  little  more  with  liis  pi-eparations  of 
silver  and  zinc  than  did  Hippocrates  with  his  hellebore  ;  and  it  is  not 
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ml  all  impossible  that  the  sage  of  Cos  was  thinking  of  some  cases  of 
ChiB  kind  when  he  uttered  the  latter  part  of  his  celebrated  first  apho- 
xasm»  "  Experience  doubtful,  and  judgment  difficult." 

One  of  the  most  ancient,  as  well  as  the  most  common,  operation  s 
/or  the  relief  of  epilepsy  is  the  application  of  a  trephine  to  the  skull 
cases  where  the  disease  has  evidently  been  the  result  of  an  injury  to 
head.     The  idea  that  the  disease  might  be  cured  by  removing  the 
^iiepressed  portion  of  bone  which  in  such  cases  is  presumed  to  be  the 
of  the  trouble,  is  a  perfectly  natural  one  ;  and  if  we  considered 
operation  such  a  trifling  afiair  as  did  John  Hunter,  who  i^ecom- 
■nds  the  use  of  the  trephine  in  all  cases  of  fracture,  **  since  at  aU 
ii  can  do  no  harm,**  there  could  certainly  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  its  performance.     Unfortunately,  however,  the  operation 
€>€  trephining  is  not  such  a  tnvial  thing  as  was  supposed  by  the  Brit- 
gurgeon, —  even  when  performed  upon  a  perfectly  healthy  subject. 
.  Bell  lost  two  cases  out  of  t^ree  in  which  he  operated  (Bell's  Surff- 
U  vol.  ii.)  ;  Howship  lost  a  patient  on  the  third  day  after  the  oper- 
ation ( Abercrombie  on  Diseases  of  the  Brain,  p.  196)  ;  Boyer  and 
Steidele  each  lost  a  case.     Prof.  Gross  says  that  out  of  four  cases  in 
^liicb  he  operated,  three  died.     Dr.  Chas.  Tripler,  U.S.A.,  informs 
VM  that  he  has  operated  in  two  cases  with  a  fatal  I'esult.     Prof.  G.  C. 
^lackman,  of  this  city,  has  also  lost  two  cases,  both  of  which  pre- 
sented some  interesting  features ;  and  as  1  was  kindly  permitted  to 
^ttch  their  progress  and  termination,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  giving 
^  slight  abstract  of  each. 

Case  1. — Farmer,  aged  twenty-four,  married.    When  eighteen  years 
old  be  received  a  kick  from  a  horse  upon  the  right  side  of  the  head, 
ouuing  an  extensive  scalp  wound,  which,  however,  cicatrized  rapidly, 
wd  without  trouble.     An  epileptic  fit  occurred  for  the  first  time  about 
•  week  after  the  accident,  and  was  followed  by  others  at  constantly 
decreasing  intervals.     On  examination,  a  depression  was  discovered 
near  the  centre  of  the  right  parietal  bone,  at  which  spot  the  trephine 
was  applied  and  a  small  circle  of  bone  removed.     On  the  under  sur- 
face of  this  disc  was  a  small,  sharp  spicula  of  bone  about  throe-eighths 
of  an  inch  in  length,  projecting  directly  downwards  and  penetrating 
dbe  dura  mater.      Nothing  unusual   followed  for   three   days,  when 
kemia  cerebri  took  place,  and  in  fi\c  days  more  he  died. 

Certainly  no  case  could  present  stronger  indications  for  the  opera- 
tiofli  than  this  :  his  mind  was  slowly  but  surely  sinking  into  imbecil- 
ity, his  memory  being  almost  entirely  destroyed,  while,  on  the  other 
hit  excellent  bodily  health  gave  every  hope  of  success. 


8S6 


Origmci  Commumtaiimtt. 


[J 


Com  2. — ^The  second  case  was  that  of  a  yoang  man,  aged  twentj- 
two,  in  whom  the  disease  had  appeared  at  the  age  of  five  yean,  fol- 
lowing a  severe  blow  upon  the  head.  The  fits  occurred  aboot  twiee  a 
week,  and  the  same  progressive  deterioration  of  mental  power  was 
taking  place  that  has  been  mentioned  in  the  last  case.  A  trephine  was 
applied  at  the  seat  of  injury,  and  a  circle  of  bone  removed.  In  thii 
case  nothing  unusual  was  observed  upon  the  inner  surface,  altho^gk 
the  depression  was  well  marked  externally.  All  went  on  well  for  aiz 
weeks,  the  patient  having  no  fits  and  no  unpleasant  symptoms.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  had  a  severe  paroxysm,  followed  by  a  dischaige 
of  pus  from  the  wound ;  and  four  days  later,  between  five  and  aix 
ounces  of  pus  were  discharged  through  the  orbit.  He  became  para> 
lytic  and  comatose,  and  died  just  eight  weeks  after  the  operation. 

Prof.  Blackman  has  since  operated  upon  a  third  case,  with  the  reaoH 
of  very  much  diminishing  the  frequency  of  the  paroxysms,  bat  noi 
efifocting  a  radical  cure. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  precisely  the  mortality  in  this  opene 
tiou,  since  the  unsuccessful  cases  are  usually  not  i-eported ;  and  we  caa 
draw  no  conclusion  from  its  result  in  cases  of  fracture,  since  the  effeets 
of  the  injury  are  superadded  to  those  of  the  operation.  Dr.  StephflB 
Smith,  in  a  paper  published  on  this  subject  in  the  JV.  Y.  JourtuU  ^ 
Medicine  for  March,  1852,  has  given  a  table  of  twenty-two  cases,  in 
which  the  operation  was  performed,  all  being  more  or  less  succestfoL 
I  have  examined  the  reports  of  a  number  of  cases  in  addition  to  thoie 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Smith,  and  a  brief  account  of  the  whole  is  given  in 
the  following  table.  I  have  confined  myself  to  simply  giving  the  re- 
sult of  the  operation,  without  going  at  length  into  the  history  of  ea(& 
individual  case,  seeing  that,  had  I  done  so,  it  would  have  demanded 
more  room  than  I  wished  to  occupy,  and,  moreover,  there  is  but  littk 
history  attached  to  any  of  them  that  would  be  of  special  interest,  aU 
being  very  nearly  alike. 


OPKRATOB. 

BE8ULT. 

Goatea       

Cure        

Wells 

Cure 

Howthip    

Death      

Grampton        

Cure 

Berard       

No  change  ... 

Birch 

Cure 

Riboli 

Cure         

RhodiiM  ..        ,^.. 

Cure 

Steidela     

Death      

Farre 

Death 

Fricke       

Death      

Biencke 

Death   

Marchetti  

Cure         

Boyer     

Death 
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Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonmal,  1806. 

Trans,  of  Society  fur  Imp.  of  Medicine  and  Suigeryt  If^ 

Abvrcrombie  on  Diseaaee  of  the  Brain,  p.  196. 

Dublin  Hospital  Reports,  rol.  i. 

Gazette  des  HopiUux,  April,  1846. 

Sir  A.  Cooper's  Lecturee  on  Surgery,  rol.  I. 

London  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  1886. 

Centur  1,  oba.  Gd. 

Chimrgfnche  Beobachtungen. 

Sir  A.  Cooper's  Lectures,  rol.  1.,  p.  170. 

Brnns'  Chirurgerie. 

Bruns*  Chirurgprie. 

Dictionnaire  dee  Science  Medical*,  art.  S|^U^«i«. 

Dictionnaire  dee  Science  Medicale,  art.  KpO^cie. 
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Toa. 


BB«ll«tvo 
Po.        do. 


Kit* 


^•rrra,  two( 


two 


•••••• 


ESSVLT. 


Con        

Bothfkul  ... 
No  chADfe     ...... 

Core         

Goto 

dure        

Improremeiit    ... 

Care        

All  UJOtl         

Cure        

Cora 

Core        

Mo  flhaagp     „,»», 

Death      

Cwo 

Cored      

No  ckoago     ».... 
ImproTonMtit 

All  curod       

Core        

ImproTement    ... 

Cored       

I  nptO  VOflMBt     ... 

Cure         

Core 

Core        

Cm 

Cofo         ....M 

Core 

Cored      

No  chAoge     

ImproTeinest 

Core 

Core        

Core 

Core         

ImproTrioent    ... 

Core        

Improvement    ... 

Core         

Core 

ImproTOoioiit 

Dooth 

Deoth      
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Dietlonnalre  dee  Science  Medicale,  art.  Trepan. 

Dictionnaire  dee  Science  Medicale,  art.  Trepan. 

Bell's  Sorgery,  rol.  ii. 

Bell's  Sorgery,  rol.  il. 

Trarers  on  Constitntional  Trrltation. 

London  Medical  and  Phjaioloidcal  Joomal. 

Virginia  Medical  Journal,  1837. 

Transactions  of  State  Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  IMS. 

Reported  to  me  by  Dr.  Boerttler. 

Cbroes*  Soraery,  toL  iL 

Brons'  Chirurgerie. 

Ooaette  Medieale,  1M8. 

Surgical  Writings  of  Schmocker,  1776. 

ChroM*  Sorgery,  toL  il. 

IiOBdon  Medical  Oacotte,  toI.  ZTii. 

Boeton  Medical  Mag%sine,  vol.  i. 

Chicago  Medical  Joomal,  IMO. 

Chicago  Medical  Joornal,  1859. 

Chicago  Medical  Joomal,  1860. 

Transylrania  Journal  of  Medicine,  rol.  II. 

TransyWania  Journal  of  Medicine,  toI.  i. 

Transylrania  Journal  of  Medicine,  toI.  i. 

New  York  Medical  and  Physiological  Joonml,  yoL  ▼. 

Boeton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  rol.  xzxi. 

Philadelphia  Medical  Kxamlner,  1840. 

St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  tIL 

American  Joomal  of  Medical  Sciences,  rol.  hr. 

Boeton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  1838. 

Weotera  Lancet,  n>l.  is. 

Western  Lancet,  toI.  iz. 

Western  Lancet,  rol.  iz. 

Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Sargerr,  toI.  tII. 

Boeton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toL  zztII. 

Boeton  Medical  and  Sui^cal  Journal,  rol.  xxrlil. 

Boston  Medical  and  Sorirlcal  Joomal,  vol.  xxTiU. 

Boeton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  xxviil. 

Boeton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  zziv. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therwpeotita. 

Seeays  on  Pathology  and  Therapeutics,  by  Dickeon. 

American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  vol.  zii. 

American  Journal  of  Medical  SciMioes,  January,  1800. 


Makiiig  in  all  seventy-two  cases,  of  which  sixteen  proved  fatal,  or 
^2|  per  cent  Forty-two  cases  are  reported  as  cured,  foar  anchanged, 
*^  dM  fmnainder  improved,  bnt  not  entirely  relieved. 

In  addition  to  those  mentioned  in  the  table,  several  cases  have  been 
>^^tted  by  Dr.  Btone,  of  New  Orleans,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
^^Main  aeeees  to  the  jonmals  containing  them. 

Tbe  operation  has  also  been  recommended  in  cases  where  the  disease 
^  aot  been  the  result  of  an  injury.  Boerhave  advised  it,  supposing 
^  essential  cause  of  the  disease  to  be  pressure  on  the  brain.  Baron 
wrey  also  advises  it,  and  mentions  two  instances  in  which  he  per- 
^^f^ud  it  mccessfully,  in  which  the  disease  was  caused  by  caries  of  the 
^oll.  I  have  been  informed  that  Dr.  McDowell,  of  i^^t.  Louis,  has 
^*  perfoimed  the  operation  over  one  hundred  times  in  epileptic 
bol  with  what  result  I  am  unable  to  state. 
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A  query  might  arise  as  to  whether  surgeons  of  the  present  day  ure 
not  too  sparing  in  the  use  of  the  trephine  in  cases  of  fracture,  and  bj 
refusing  to  elevate  depressed  bone  when  no  urgent  symptoms  of  ooiS" 
pression  are  present,  pave  the  way  for  future  trouble.  I  have  seen  two 
cases,  however,  in  which  the  depressed  portion  had  been  unspariii^y 
removed,  since  about  two  square  inches  of  the  skull  were  wanting,  tkft 
dura  mater  adhering  directly  to  the  subcutaneous  tissue,  and  yet  €p* 
leptic  paroxysms  were  frequent  and  violent  in  both. 

It  would  seem  that  the  paroxysms  are  most  apt  to  return  about  tb 
time  that  cicatrization  of  the  wound  takes  place,  and  no  case  should  be 
set  down  as  cured  until  this  process  has  been  entirely  completed.  Had 
this  i-ule  been  strictly  adhered  to,  it  is  not  improbable  that  severd  of 
the  cases  set  down  in  the  preceding  table  as  cured,  would  come  under 
the  head  of  **  no  change." 

Another  operation  which  has  been  resorted  to  by  sui^ons  for  the 
cure  of  epilepsy  is  the  ligature  of  one  or  both  carotids.  The  follov- 
ing  table  gives  the  result  of  the  cases  in  which  the  operation  has  been 
performed  —  at  least,  of  all  those  with  which  I  am  acquainted : 


OPBKATOK. 


Bolleau      

McClellan         

Becton       

Preston,  3  cases  ... 

Hamilton  

Angell    

Do 

Brown,  U.S.A. 
Weber       


KMULT. 


Cure         

Improvement  .. 
No  change  ... 
AU  improved  .... 

Cure        

Cure 

Death       

Cure 

No  change  ... 
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Jonmal  Univ.  des  Science  Medlcale,  1825. 

American  Medical  Review,  vol.  iii. 

North  American  Medical  and  SnrKloal  Joomal,  leff. 

Trans  Med.  and  Phys.  Soc.,  of  CsJcatta,  vols.  v.sHtl* 

Baflalo  Medical  Journal,  vol.  il. 

North  American  Medlco-Chlrurirlcal  Review,  ISfiC. 

North  American  Medioo-Chiroi^cal  Be  view,  1961. 

Peninsular  Journal. 

Peninsular  Journal,  1859. 


Making  in  all  eleven  cases  :  four  cures,  four  improved,  two  na 
change,  and  one  death. 

The  theory  which  gave  rise  to  this  operation  was,  that  the  dieetst 
was  caused  by  an  excess  of  blood  carried  to  the  head,  as  evinced  by  the 
flushed  face  and  turgid,  swollen  condition  of  the  veins  of  the  neck  during 
an  attack.  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  however,  interpreted  these  phenomena 
in  a  different  manner,  supposing  them  to  be  a  result  of  what  he  terms 
laryngismus,  or  spasmodic  closure  of  the  glottis  ;  and  recommended 
laryngotomy  as  a  curative  means.  In  the  Lfmdcn  Lancet  for  1853 
may  be  found  a  paper  by  Dr.  RadclifiPe  upon  this  subject,  with  notes 
of  the  cases  in  which  it  has  been  performed.  The  success  attending 
its  performance  has  not  been  such  as  to  justify  it«  repetition. 

A  class  of  cases  in  which  the  surgeon  may  often  advantageously 
inteifere,  is  that  in  which  the  attacks  are  preceded  by  a  well  marked 
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his  term,  first  used  by  Celsus,  is  not  to  be  used  in  its  literal 
loe  ic  is  a  yery  rare  phenoraenon.  Indeed,  M.  Herpin,  in  hia 
Epilfpsie,  declares  that  it  does  not  exist.  Btill  we  frequently 
)nonnal  state  of  sensibility  in  some  particular  part,  just  befoie 
cysm,  and  this,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  called  the  aura.  In 
IS,  section  of  the  nerve  distributed  to  the  spot,  or  removal  of 
iltogether,  when  possible,  has  been  performed,  and  with  occa- 
icceKs.  Not  unfrequently  an  old  cicatrix  is  the  seat  of  the 
its  removal  has  been  followed  by  the  happiest  effects.  Portal's 
wn  case,  wherein  he  cured  the  disease  by  removing  a  cicatrix 
thumb,  is  a  good  example  of  this  class.     Dr.  F.  Hamilton 

case  of  twenty  years  standing  cured  by  the  removal  of  a 
*rom  the  scalp.— {  OAio  i/eef.  and  Surp.  Journal.)  I*have 
case  of  this  kind  in  which  a  cicatrix  was  removed  from  the 
>r.  Blackman,  with  good  results.  Donat  cured  a  patient  by 
the  great  toe.  He  also  mentions  the  cure  of  a  nun  in  whom 
rommonced  in  the  right  breast ;  after  a  time  it  ulcerated,  and 
euretl.  Tissot  also  reports  a  cure  by  the  removal  of  a  toe. 
in  his  work  on  Practice,  says  that  Wardrop  cured  one  case 
'ing  the  little  finger,  and  mentioned  a  case  of  his  own  in 
!  Kamc  end  was  attained  by  passing  a  ligature  tightly  around 
7.  In  the  Western  Lancet  and  HoapUal  Reporter  is  a  report 
.ses  by  Dr.  Holston  ;  one  of  removal  of  a  cicatrix  from  the 
'  of  the  foot,  particularly  .^tucccssfu],  the  other,  division  of  the 

me<lian  nerves,  which  cured  the  aura,  but  not  the  epilepsy. 
1  has  also  been  perfoimcd  for  the  i-elief  of  this  disease.  Casea 
ane<i  in  the  London  Lancet,  in  the  Nashville  Journal^  and  by 
in  his  treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System, 
tenth  volume  of  the  London  Lancet  mention  is  made  of  two 
d  by  lithotomy,  one  by  Mr.  Earle,  the  other  by  Mr.  Tucker, 
e  Cooper,  in  his  work  on  Injuries  of  the  Eye,  mentions  two 
>pile|>sy  resulting  from  injuries  to  that  organ,  which  came 
care  of  Prof.  Szokalski,  cured  by  evacuation  of  the  contenta 
obe.  A  similar  case  is  reported  by  M.  Cunier. — AnnaleM 
torn,  viii.,  p.  147. 

zation  has  also  been  made  use  of,  the  practice  being  founded, 
npon  the  observation  of  cures  following  accidental  bums, 
of  this  sort  has  come  under  my  own  observation  in  which  a 
fifeotCii  in  a  case  of  twenty  years  standing,  by  a  severe  and  ex- 
re  of  the  head  and  fa(*e.  In  the  ninth  volume  of  Fabre's  Bibli' 
Midecine  Pratique  mention  is  made  of  several  cases  of  this 
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kind,  one  cured  by  a  burn  npon  the  thigh,  another  hj  one  npoo  A$ 
head.  Two  cases  are  also  mentioned  by  M.  Hnfenal  wherein  eam 
were  efifected  by  accidental  burns  npon  the  arm,  in  one  ease  demaadi^ 
amputation.  In  Bufeland*s  Journal  for  1827  is  the  report  of  t  CMI 
by  Dr.  Bona,  in  which  relief  followed  a  severe  bum  npon  the  thigl* 
Pontier  also  cured  a  case  by  cauterizing  the  inner  snrface  of  both  tkigbi 
Dr.  G^o.  McClellan  operated  successfully  in  a  case  where  the  ciettiii 
was  on  the  frontal  nerve. — (JSberle's  PracHe$,  vol.  ii.)  Loath  ei<M>> 
cised  a  portion  of  the  ulnar  nerve  three  times  for  epilepsy,  onee  ma* 
oessfully.  In  this  case  there  was  a  well  marked  aura.  Foreigpi  bote 
snch  as  splinters,  balls,  pieces  of  dead  bone,  etc.,  have  been  known  ts 
cause  epilepsy,  and  their  removal  to  be  followed  by  a  cure  of  the  disetM^ 
Diefibnbuch  reports  a  case  of  this  kind,  (  OperaUve  Ckirurperie,  vol  If 
pag^  882, )  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  neuromas,  aa  in  cases  una* 
tioned  by  Short,  Carren,  and  Maisonneuve.  One  of  the  most  singokr 
operations  which  has  ever  been  performed  for  the  cure  of  epilepi^f  ■■ 
mentioned  in  the  London  Lancet  for  1839.  M.  Gambarini,  of  P«iii» 
passed  an  acupuncture  needle  to  the  depth  of  three  inches,  into  ihi 
heart,  and  after  four  repetitions  of  the  operation  succeeded  in  voAtf 
his  patient.  The  attack  in  this  case  was  always  preceded  by  symptoai 
of  angina  pectdris. 

The  query  will  very  naturally  arise.  What  are  the  indicatiois  te 
one  or  the  other  of  the  above  mentioned  operations,  and  what  an  th* 
chances  of  success  ?     If  the  origin  of  the  disease  can  be  clearly  ttum 
to  the  infliction  of  an  injury  upon  the  skull,  and  a  depression  aiM 
thereby  pointmg  to  the  seat  of  the  difficulty,  the  use  of  the  trephiie  ^ 
not  only  justifiable,  but  should  be  strongly  recommended.    BWsM 
one  or  two  fits  recur  after  the  operation,  we  must  not  too  hastily  csi* 
dude  that  it  has  been  a  failura  ;  since  in  several  of  the  cases  mentioas^ 
in  the  tabic  the  efiect  seemed  to  continue  for  a  time,  even  after  tb* 
removal  of  the  cause,  although  perfect  recovery  finally  ensued.    I* 
the  report  of  one  of  the  cases,  the  doctor  remarks,  that,  as  the  vis^ 
remedies  for  this  disease  had  been  fully  tried  before  the  operation,  ^ 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  resume  them,  although  a  perfect  coi^ 
was  not  effected.     This  is  certainly  bad  reasoning,  to  say  the  letst  ^ 
it,  since  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  cause  being  onee  remove^* 
the  disease  may  be  cured  by  the  same  course  of  medication  which  b#^ 
previously  been  powerless. 

In  successful  cases  wo  must  not  too  hastily  conclude  that  the  oper^' 
tion,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  has  been  the  means  of  cure,  or  0^ 
least  the  only    one,  since   the  attention  paid  to  the  patient's  genMP^ 
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the  careful  regnlation  of  the  diet,  and  the  state  of  mental  ex- 
n  in  which  the  patient  is  placed,  all  must  be  taken  into  account. 
I  of  cures  are  reported  in  the  London  Lancet  through  the  agency 
al  magnetism,  which  of  course  could  only  act  by  its  psychologi- 
lence,  an  influence,  by  the  way,  which  is  by  far  too  little  appreci- 
i  made  use  of.  I  think  it  not  at  all  improbable  that  ligature  of 
hial  artery,  or  trephining  the  tibia,  would,  in  ver^^  many  cases, 
;ure.    In  persons  in  whom  the  fits  have  an  apoplectic  tendency, 

of  the  carotids  may  be  tried,  at  least,  as  a  dernier  ressoft, 
1  cases  in  which  there  is  a  well  marked  aura,  using  that  term  in 
t  extensive  sense,  section  of  the  nerve,  or  even  removal  of  the 

practi<rable,  may  be  tried ;  excision  of  cicatrices  and  removal 
ign  bodies,  should  such  be  present,  are  also  indicated.  In 
ases,  however,  these  operations  will  not  act  like  simple  issues, 
>xy8ms  returning  upon  the  cicatrization  of  the  wound.  In  some 
)  caties  I  should  advise  the  trial  of  the  hypodermic,  narcotic 
OS,  introduced  by  Dr.  Alexander  Wood,  of  Edinburgh,  for  the 

neuralgia.  Cauterization,  issues,  setons,  etc.,  have  been  used 
le  earliest  times,  and  in  some  cases  they  may  be  of  service,  bat 
fie  must  be  entirely  empirical.  Pariset  thoroughly  cauterized 
ids  of  twenty  patients  in  the  Bicetr^,  but  with  no  good  effeoi 
er.     Nay,    the  operation  may,  in  some  cases,  absolutely  do 

Esqnirol  had  a  case  in  the  Salp^triere,  in  whom  the  fits  com- 

by  a  well  marked  aura  in  the  great  toe.     He  cauterized  it  se- 

and  succeeded  in  driving  away  the  aura,  but  the  convulsions 

uch  increased,  both  in  frequency  and  violence. 

mclohion,  if  the  surgeon  meets  with  cases,  and  they  undoubtedly 

the  majority  to  which  none  of  the  preceding  remarks  apply. 
Is  nevertheless  compe11e<l  to  do  something,  I  should  advise  the 
tion  of  the  trephine,  having  first  fairly  explained  to  the  patient 
k  he  is  about  to  run,  as  all  that  can  be  said  of  any  operation 

to  tliis,  and  if  it  does  not  prove  immediately  fatal,  and  he  re- 
he  case  early,  say  within  the  first  month,  it  will,  in  very  many 
x>me  into  the  list  of  cases  of  epilepsy  cured  by  surgical  treat- 


ieime  in  Prussia. — The  medical  staff  of  Prussia,  at  a  population 
739,913,  amounts  to  858  district  physicians  (paid  by  govem- 
ind  have  to  attend  the  poor  gratis),  4327  physicians  with  degree 
or,  996  surgeons  of  the  first  class,  643  of  the  second  class,  1020 
K,  1629  chemists,  and  11,411  mid  wives. 
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A&TXOLS    III. 

Quinine  in  Puerperal  Fever. 

BT  B.   8.   WOODWOBTH,  M.D.,  FORT   WATHB,   IHDIAKA. 

A  writer  in  the  March  number  of  this  jonrnal,  on  the  "  Chroi 
Law  of  the  Pulse,"  incidentally  remarks  that  quinine  is  an  anti-tnfer— 
mittent,  and  not  an  anti -remittent.  Now,  although  after  a  practice  <>« 
over  twenty-two  years  in  the  Maumee  valley  and  country,  which  has. 
had  some  notoriety  as  a  malarious  region,  I  entirely  disagi-ee  with  thv 
writer  ;  yet  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  controverting  his  doctrines  anrr 
deductions  that  I  allude  to  his  interesting  article,  but  to  say  that  ths 
reading  of  it  induces  me  to  write  a  few  lines  in  reference  to  the  usa 
of  quinine  in  puerperal  peritonitis. 

For  some  fifteen  years  or  more  I  treated  puerperal  fever  on  the  anti- 
phlogistic plan  of  most  of  the  standard  authors,  and  especially  of  Dr— 
Meigs  —  without,  I  must  confess,  any  very  satisfactory  result.     BotS 
for  the  last  five  or  six  years  I  have  treated  all  my  cases  of  pucrperaB 
fever  in  a  very  different  manner  ;  and  I  have  done  this,  not  because  T- 
believc  the  type  of  this  disease  has  changed  (for  I  believe  no  such 
doctrine),  but  because  I  have,  like  many,  if  not  a  majority  of  physi- 
cians, within  a  few  years,  been  led  to  different  views  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  inflammation  from  my  former  ones. 

It  can  not  be  disputed  that  the  writings  of  Robert  Bentley  Todd, 
Prof.  Bennett,  and  others,  have  produced  an  entire  revolution  in  medi- 
cine ;  but  there  is  great  danger  that  they  will  push  their  doctrines  to 
an  extreme, —  and  I,  for  one,  am  not  ready  to  follow  Todd  in  his 
Therapeutics,  which  are  little  else  than  alcoholic  stimulants — in  short, 
the  old  Brunoniau  doctrines  revived. 

I  shall  not,  however,  discuss  this  question,  whether  physicians  or 
diseases  have  changed  within  twenty  years,  though  I  am,  I  confess,  a 
believer  in  Hughes  Bennett. 

I  will  state  the  treatment  that  I  have  pursued  in  puerperal  fever  for 
the  last  five  years,  and  I  can  not  state  it  better  than  by  transcribing 
tw^o  recent  cases  from  ray  note -book. 

Case  1. — Jan.  26,  1861,  3  o'clock  p.  m. — Was  called  to  visit  Mrs. 
Bequette,  set.  32,  a  large,  stout  and  robust  German  woman  who  had 
been  delivered  of  a  healthy  male  child  (her  third)  at  the  full  time,  in 
the  morning  of  the  24th.  In  the  morning  of  the  26th  she  had  a  severe 
chill,  followed  by  high  fever  soon  after.    The -following  were  the  symp- 
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toms  which  she  exhibited  on  my  first  viRit,  viz.  :  She  was  lying  on 
her  back,  with  her  knees  drawn-  up,  complaining  of  acute  painn  oyer 
tlie  whole  abdomen,  with  slight  tympanitis,  and  great  tenderness  on 
pressure,  whether  the  pressure  were  quickly  or  gradually  applied  ; 
pjAae  120  ;  tongue  red,  dry  and  pointed  ;  skin  dry  ;  urine  scanty  and 
bi^h  colored ;  lochial  discharge  arrested  ;  bowels  constipated.  In  her 
own  expressive  language,  she  said,  **  I  wish  I  could  curl  all  up  into  a 
little  pile."  8he  had  taken  nothing  but  half  a  table-spoonful  of  castor 
oil,  one  hoar  before  I  was  called. 

Tj[     QuiniflB  sulphas,  grs.  xxiv. 
PuW.  opii,  grs.  xij, 
PuIt.  ipecac,  grs.  jss. 
M.    Diridenda  in  chart.  No.  tj.    S.  one  every  three  hours. 

Hot  fomentations  (with  flannels  wrung  out  of  hot  water)  to  the 
mbdomen. 

27th,  9  o'clock  a.  m. — Patient  much  better.  After  taking  the  sec- 
ond powder,  she  had  little  pain,  and  went  to  sleep.  She  is  now  pretty 
vnoch  free  of  pain  and  tenderness  ;  pulse  80  ;  perspiring  freely  ;  very 
little  tjrmpanitis  ;  bowels  had  moved  copiously  during  the  night ; 
lochia  had  reappeared.  Continued  the  powders  in  half  the  quantity 
to-day. 

28tli. — ^Patient  still  better.  Prescribed  no  medicine.  .  .  29th. — Con- 
sidered convalescent.  .  .  30th. — Discharged. 

Cmse  2. — ^May  7th. — Attended  Mrs.  D.  Richards,  set.  31,  in  labor 
with  her  fourth  child.  She  had  an  easy,  natural  labor  of  eight  hours' 
duration,  terminating  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

May  9th. — Was  called  to  see  her  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Found  that 
she  had  had  a  chill,  lasting  two  hours,  commencing  at  8  o'clock  the 
night  before,  followed  by  fever  that  bad  continued  to  that  time.  She 
was  lying  on  her  back,  with  her  knees  drawn  up  ;  excessive  pain  and 
tendemess  over  the  abdomen,  especially  just  above  the  pubis  ;  pulse 
140,  small  and  wiry  ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  no  headache  or  other  head 
symptoms  ;  lochia  suppressed  ;  considerable  thirst ;  not  much,  if  any 
tympanitis  ;  bowels  had  not  moved  since  confinement.  Had  taken  no 
medicine.     To  take  the  following  : 

1^     QuiniaB  sulphas,  3  "s. 
Pulv.  opii,  grs.  xv. 
M.     Diridenda  in  chart.  No.  tj.     S.  one  erery  three  hours. 

Hot  fomentations  to  the  bowels  so  long  as  pain  and  tenderness  con- 
tiniie,  with  diluent  drinks  and  fever  diet. 
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March  10th,  9  o'dock  a.  m. — Visited  patient,  and  found  her  nai 
better.  '  Said  that  she  had  had  but  very  little  pain  since  alie  todc  \ 
second  powder ;  she  then  began  to  perspire,  and  went  to  sleep.  Pcl 
90,  moderately  full  and  soft ;  tongue  moist,  urine  free,  bowels  had  a 
moved.     To  take — 

Q;     Oleum  ricini,  J  j. 

Oleum  tereblnthliiflB,  J  bb. 
Saccharum  alb.,  J  m. 
Mucilago  acacias,  J(  ijas. 
M.    S.  one  table-epoonfUl  e^ery  two  hours,  till  it  purges. 

March  11th. — Patient  much  better.  Cathartic  had  operated.  Fro 
of  pain,  no  fever  ;  pulse  85,  soft  and  compressible.  Directed  to  tak 
a  powder  at  any  time,  if  she  had  pain, — otherwise  nothing. 

March  12th. — ^Patient  convalescent,  and  discharged. 

1  have  now  treated  about  twenty-five  sporadic  cases  with  qid 

nine  and  opium,  without  any  deaths.  I  am  well  aware  that  the  nan 
her  is  not  sufficient  to  show  the  superiority  of  this  treatment  over  an 
other,  and  in  an  epidemic  the  result  might  be  different ;  still  I  feel  i 
well  satisfied  with  these  results  that  I  shall  still  ccmtinne  thia  trad 
ment,  and  I  think  it  well  worthy  a  further  trial  on  a  more  exiMuii 
scale. 

I  do  not  bring  these  forward  as  new  remedies  in  this  disease,  fc 
I  am  well  aware  that  both  quinine  and  opium  have  been  g^wn  b 
others,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  been  given  in  the  first  atai 
of  the  disease,  or  given  combined.  It  may  be  said,  too,  that  this  dii 
ease  here  is  modified  by  malaria  ;  but  for  a  few  years  past  we  hai 
had  but  little  inteimittent  fever  here,  and  our  patients  are  probabl 
much  more  robust  than  will  generally  be  found  in  hospitals. 

It  has  been  said  that  quinine  and  opium  are  antagonistic.  It  ma 
be  that  they  arc  in  some  respects  —  that  is  to  say,  quinine  may  com 
teract  the  congestive  effect  of  opium  (being  an  anti-congestive),  thong 
not  its  soporific  effect ;  nor  will  opium  counteract  the  anti-periodioi 
effect  of  quinine.  Now  if  quinine  be  an  an ti -congestive,  why  shovl 
it  not  be  proper  to  give  it  in  all  inflammatory  affections  (inclodin 
phrenitis)  ? —  for  we  all  know  that  congestion  is  the  first  stage  of  ii 
flammation. 

To  conclude,  I  hope  that  some  of  my  medical  brethren,  who  ai 
not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  sanguinary  treatment  in  this  disease 
will  try  the  quinine  treatment. 
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▲BTICLK    IT. 

Parturition  oomplioated  with  intermittent  and  Remittent  Fever. 

BT   K.   M.   MOB  BISON,    MJ).,    NEW   MADISON,    OHIO. 

While  I  lived  at  Pennville,  Indiana,  a  period  of  nearly  eight  years, 
in  a  miasmatic  district,  I  was  called  to  observe  several  cases  of  parta- 
ridoii,  complicated  with  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers.  This  com- 
plicmtion  was  frequent  in  the  fall  of  1855,  when,  it  is  believed,  nearly 
&ine-tenth8  ot  the  whole  population  suffered  from  these  fevers.  Some 
of  these  complicated  cases  got  through  parturition  without  puerperal 
^▼er  or  accident ;  others  did  not ;  some  died.  I  believe  that  cases 
tliaa  complicated  are  at  least  occasional,  in  all  the  miasmatic  regions 
of  the  West.  I  may  be  mistaken,  however,  as  my  field  of  observation 
'^^  not  been  very  extensive,  or  long  continued ;  but  I  am  sure  my 
<)l>BetTation  has  been  correct,  so  far  as  it  goes  ;  and  as  puerperal  women 
*^  x^ot  exempt  from  these  fevers,  I  infer  that  the  fact  is  general. 

^  find  an  article  in  the  Lancet  and  Observer  for  Feb.,  1861,  from 
^*  ^.  £.  Thompson,  of  Lynchburgh,  111.,  on  "Inflammation  of  the 
^**t^8and  its  Appendages  in  Puerperal  Women.  "  In  this  article 
^*  Thompson  says : 

*  It  will  be  noticed  that  cases  II.,  III.  and  IV.  were  complicated 
^^  intermittent  fever.  It  occurs  to  my  mind  that  this  is  a  compli- 
^^^on  not  spoken  of  by  authors  ;  at  least  I  have  not  been  so  fortunate 
^  ^o  have  read  any  account  of  it.  Case  III.  is  the  fourth  case  that  I 
^^«  Iniown  to  die  when  it  was  complicated  or  preceded  by  ag^e.  In 
^^,  I  have  known  but  two  cases  to  recover. " 

^liese  statements  would  indicate  that  cases  thus  complicated  are 
^Qent ;  fearfully  dangerous  ;  not  spoken  of  by  authors,  and  but  little 
^^^erstood  by  the  profession.     In  concluding  his  remarks  upon  these 
^^Ues,  Dr.  Thompson  further  says  : 

•*  In  the  Western,  South-western  and  Southern  States  of  this  re- 
^Wc,  every  physician  of  any  experience  knows  full  well  that  it  is  a  . 
Common  thing  to  find  pneumonia,  dyscnteria,  etc.,  complicated  and 
))reoeded  by  ague  or  some  form  of  periodical  fevers.  I  do  not  say, 
tiowever,  that  it  is  a  common  thing  to  find  child-bed  fevers  thus  com- 
|>licated,  though  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  this  state  of  things  has 
«jid  may  still  exist.  One  thing  I  am  sure  of:  I  have  not  known  a 
puerperal  woman  thus  affected  to  get  through  parturition  and  its 
necessary  conaeqoences  without  some  accident  of  a  more  or  less  serions 
aatnie.'' 

!▼.— 21. 
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This  may  all  be  true,  I  do  not  doubt  it ;  but  is  tbere  no  remedy  o 
course  of  treatment  by  which  we  can  lessen  or  avert  these  fatal  results ' 
Must  every  puerperal  woman,  who  has  an  ague  or  remittent  feTer  a 
the  time  of,  or  preceding  parturition,  suffer  from  aocideojt  or  puerpera 
fever,  and  run  two  chances  to  die  to  one  to  recover?  Surely  not 
We  must  have  better  results.  I  believe,  however,  that  many  of  tlMi 
complicated  cases  may,  and  some  of  them  in  my  locality,  at  least 
have  been  deprived  of  their  dangers,  by  the  administration  of  snlpli 
quinia  in  full  doses,  immediately  after  delivery. 

The  process  of  parturition  is  depletory,  and  generally  followed,  as  1 
believe,  by  an  intermission.  At  least,  I  deem  this  to  be  the  mle, 
when  the  time  for  the  return  of  the  paroxysm  has  not  arrived,  and  thi 
length  of  the  intermission  may  thus  be  predicted  or  foretold.  Th 
system  is  also  rendered  more  susceptible  to  the  action  of  the  remedy, 
and,  if  time  will  allow,  I  never  fail  to  give  it  under  these  circom* 
stances,  "for  the  effect,  "  if  possible,  to' cut  short  the  intermittent  01 
remittent  fever.  Tiiis  course  has  generally  been  successful  in  mj 
hands,  but  I  have  not  employed  it  in  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  tc 
fully  test  its  virtues  ;  yet  I  believe  the  results  are  sufficiently  satisfactory 
to  warrant  its  recommendation,  and  I  know  of  no  other  course  ol 
treatment  or  remedy  on  which  to  rely  in  these  cases,  with  any  degree 
of  hope  or  certainty. 

To  exemplify  these  statements  I  will  cite  two  cases, — very  briefly, 
however,  but  give  the  main  facts  : 

Case  1. — ^Mrs.  B.,  set.  twenty,  primipara,  in  her  seventh  montl 
was  attacked  with  an  obstinate  quotidian  ague,  which  was  treated  witl 
moderate  doses  of  quinia  and  diaphoretics  ineffectually.  The  paroZ' 
ysms,  well  marked,  returned  daily  more  aggravated,  and  on  the  fourtl 
day  of  the  attack  labor  came  on.  I  was  called  to  see  the  patient , 
when  I  arrived,  however,  she  had  been  delivered  without  aid,  and  thi 
foetus  had  unfortunately  perished.  The  placenta,  which  was  remaining, 
was  now  delivered,  and  the  hot  stage  did  not  last  longer.  As  th< 
time  for  the  next  paroxysm  was  fifteen  hours  off,  I  gave  sulph.  qninii 
three  grains  every  two  hours  for  twelve  hours,  which  intercepted  the 
ague,  and  there  was  no  puerperal  fever  or  accident  of  any  kind  occurred. 
The  quinia  was  repeated  for  two  days  in  diminished  doses,  and  thi 
recovery  was  as  speedy  and  complete  as  if  no  complication  had  existed. 

Case  2. — Mrs. ,  set.  twenty-two,  primipara,  was  attacked  witli 

a  tertian  ague,  which  she  disregarded.  At  the  third  paroxysm  laboi 
came  on  ;  Dr.  S.  attended  ;  parturition  was  natural  and  easy,  and  there 
was  a  complete  intermission  for  twenty-four  hours  thereafter.    My 
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^inioa  was  asked  as  to  treatment,  and  quinia  in  fall  dosed  adTised  • 
at  Dr.  S.  did  not  find  it  thas  in  the  books,  and   the  advice   was 
tabled.  "     The  paroxysm,  however,  retamed  at  its  regular  period  ; 
rperal  inflammation  followed,  and  the  patient  died. 
Now  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  comment  at  length  upon  these 
o  cases,  or  to  cite  others,  as  I  have  aimed  to  give  the  facts  of  most 
portance,  substantially,  without  coloring.     Doubtless,  too,  many  of 
your  readers  are  conversant  with  such  cases,  and  have  had  better  op- 
portunities for  studying  them  than  I  can  lay  claim  to.     I  would  say, 
Iftowever,  that  they  were  nearly  parallel  in  their  complication.     It  is 
tme.  the  one  had  the  advantage  of  treatment,  though  inefiectual,  before 
delivery  ;    but  it  had  the  disadvantage  of  being  a  quotidian.     The 
other  had  the  disadvantage  of  not  being  treated,  but  the  advantage  of 
the  tertian  type,  and  a  long  intermission  after  delivery.     I  do  not  see, 
therefore,  why  Case  2  would  not  have  had  the   chances  of  recovery 
bettered  by  the  treatment  that  Case  1  received  after  delivery.     Neither 
do  I  see  any  contra-indication  at  all  sufficient,  in  these  cases,  where  a 
decided  intermisaion  is  had  to  counteract  the  benefits  to  be  anticipated 
from  the  use  of  quinia.     If  it  is  capable,  as  I  verily  believe  it  is,  of 
cutting  short  the  paroxysms  of  ague  and  remittent  fevers,  thus  com- 
plicated, as  we  all  know  it  is  in  others,  it  is  surely  the  remedy  which 
is  to  avert   the  evils  thereof.     Hence,  I  use  it  myself,  and  recommend 
it  to  the  profession,  as  its  merits  deserve. 
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The  Cause  of  Milk  Sickness. 

BT    8.   C.   CUA8K,    M.D^    HARMAR,    OOIO. 

lIssBRs.  Editors  : — I  find  in  the  March  number  of  your  journal  an 
address  on  the  above  subject,  by  Isaac  Mendcnhall,  M.D,  of  Ashland, 
lad.  Nor  was  I  aware  until  I  saw  his  essay,  that  the  cause  of  this 
malady  was  unknown,  generally,  to  the  medical  faculty.  I  have  been 
a  practitioner  fourteen  years,  daring  all  of  which  time  I  have  regarded 
the  cause  of  milk  sickness  as  easily  traceable  to  its  origin  as  the  cause 
of  ague,  or  any  of  the  endemics ;  with  this  difference,  that  while  the 
^casae  of  endemics  usually  depend  upon  atmospheric  conditions,  the 
pteaciiie  of  miasmata,  etc.,  the  cause  of  milk  sickness  depends  upon 
the  pieaence  of  vegetation,  which  abounds  in  certain  localities  only  ; 
for  which  reason  the  cattle  of  the  fallow  ground  pasture  field  are  ex- 
vfaile  those  of  the  adjacent  inclosed  wood  pasture  are  trembling 
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with  the  disease.  In  such  wood  pasture  will  be  found  the  rhns  tox- 
icodendron growing  every  where  among  the  grass,  so  that  if  the  cattle 
eat  grass  they  must  also  eat  rhus.  Notwithstanding  instinct  enables 
dumb  animals  to  avoid  some  poisonous  plants,  yet  in  dry  seasons  cattle 
will  devour  the  rhus  with  avidity,  and  have  no  objections  to  the  foliage 
of  the  buckeye,  the  latter  of  which  often  produces  as  serious  conse- 
qnences  (as  far  as  the  animal  is  concerned)  as  the  former. 

In  the  year  1841-42 1  resided  near  the  little  village  of  Wyandot,  in 
Marion  County,  O.,  during  which  time  there  were  several  cases  of  milk 
sickness  in  the  neighborhood,  some  of  which  were  fatal.  The  people, 
of  course,  were  alarmed  ;  milk,  butter,  and  fresh  meats,  beef  and  veal 
were  considered  dangerous.  As  the  excitement  increased,  the  question 
with  every  body  was,  what  is  the  cause  ?  To  solve  the  mystery.  Dr. 
Brown,  of  Wyandot,  and  myself,  commenced  an  investigation.  In 
this  undertaking  I  consider  we  were  favorably  located,  as  the  surround- 
ings  were  such  as  to  afford  us  an  ample  opportunity  to  trace  the  effect 
to  the  catise,  as  there  were  but  two  places  for  the  cattle  to  drink,  and 
but  three  kinds  of  pasture ;  the  first  of  which — viz.,  the  inclosed,  cul- 
tivated field,  was  exempt,  while  the  contiguous  inclosed,  uncultivated 
wood  pasture,  and  the  prairie  pasture  contained  the  cause,  as  the  cattle 
drank  from  troughs,  supplied  from  wells,  or  at  the  Sandusky  river, which 
is  near  the  village.  The  water  could  not  be  the  cause,  as  the  cattle  in 
the  cultivated  fields  drank  of  the  same  water  in  both  cases.  As  the 
cause  was  certainly  not  atmospheric,  we  were  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  something  which  the  cattle  ate.  After  examining  the  whole 
premises  carefully,  and  finding  no  other  poisonous  vegetable,  we  were 
satisfied  that  rhus  was  the  cause  of  the  disease, — in  the  toxicology  of 
which  we  believe  the  entii'e  phenomena,  as  well  as  the  pathological 
condition,  (as  present  in  milk  sickness,)  will  be  found.  On  breaking 
a  stem  of  the  rhus-leaf  a  milk-like  fluid  is  exuded,  which  is  exceedingly 
poisonous  ;  if  applied  to  the  skin  it  will  produce  effects  similar  to  those 
of  argentum  nitras,  a  black  welt  is  produced,  in  a  few  hours  becoming 
sore,  destroys  the  cuticle,  which  sloughs,  and  upon  healing  leaves  a 
circular  cicatrice.  So  poisonous  is  rhus  that  it  pollutes  the  atmosphere 
where  it  grows,  so  that  children,  as  well  as  some  grown  persons,  who 
go  among  it  to  gather  berries  from  bushes  growing  in  the  same  locality, 
are  badly  poisoned.  I  have  seen  their  faces  swelled  until  their  eyes 
were  shut,  their  necks,  hands,  and  arms  covered  with  inflamed  vesicles, 
the  cuticle  highly  inflamed,  and  not  unfrequently  constitutional  symp- 
toms produced,  resembling  those  of  milk  sickness.  The  nostrils  of 
cattle  that  graze  among  it  are  covered  with  pustules.     In  fact,  there  can 
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no  doabt  that  its  poisonons  exhalations  are  more  to  be  feared  than 
1066  of  the  fabled  npas.  Who  can  donbt  that  such  quantities  as  are 
cronsnmed  by  cattle  must  poison  their  blood,  contaminate  the  milk,  and 

present  in  the  butter,  and  produce  all  the  symptoms  enumerated  by 
^r.  Mendenhall  ?     That  the  milk  and  butter  of  such  animals  should 

poisonous  is  in  unison  with  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect.  And 
Z1.0W,  in  summing  up  the  evidence,  we  would  respectfully  present  the 
#olloiiing  facts  in  the  premises  :  First,  there  was  no  rhus  in  the  culti- 
^^rmted  field,  (as  cultivation  destroys  it,)  and  the  cattle  were  not  affected. 
Secondly,  the  contiguous  wood  pasture  "was  covered  with  rhus,  the 
<2«ttle  ate  it,  and  were  diseased.  Thirdly,  there  was  no  other  poisonons 
plant  in  either  pasture.  Fourthly,  there  was  no  water  in  either  pasture, 
9kJWk<di  the  cattle  inhaled  the  same  air,  except  the  atmosphere  as  impreg- 
v^ated  by  rhus.  Will  some  of  the  physicians  who  reside  where  there 
^«  milk  sickness,  please  test  the  influence  of  rhus  toxicodendron,  as  the 

ipected  cause,  by  penning  up  a  few  cattle  and  feeding  them  for  a  few 
on  rhus  only,  and  report  through  your  journal  ? 


ASTICLK    ▼!. 


Tliooghtt   on  the  Relative  Importance  of  Exciting  and   Predisposing 

Causes  of  Disease. 

BT    J.    B.    BLACK,    M.D.,    CAMBBIDGK,    OHIO. 

The  creative  power  that  moulded  our  earth  and  formed  our  bodiea 
«ud  evidently,  what  is  to  us,  a  special  design,  when  he  implanted  pas- 
sions, as  well  as  rational  faculties,  in  our  nature.     By  the  proper 
t^atrmint  of  the  one,  and  proper  cultivation  of  the  other,  many  of  the 
•vflf  that  beset  our  nature  mav  be  avoided  or  ameliorated,  and  the 
llighert   state  of  felicity  of  which  we  are  capable  be  attained.     Their 
antagonism,  in  a  personal  and  general  sense,  is  the  main  spring  of 
corporal  and  mental  exertion.     From  the  period  of  childhood  to  ma- 
ture age,  a  primary  object  in  our  system  of  instruction  is  to  develop 
the  intellectual  and  subordinate  the  animal.     The  good  and  evil  con- 
•eqoences  of  acts  are  ever  more  or  less  plain  before  us,  and  our  compo- 
site prompting  implies  an  incessant  struggle  for  supremacy.     So  also 
health, 'and  premature  senility,  sickness,  and  an  untimely  death,  are 
objects   of  primary   and   deep   solicitude.     Experience,  in   the  most 
indobitable  language,  says  that  if  we  would  escape  the  one,  and  enjoy 
the  other,  the  laws  of  our  organism  must  have  a  vigilant  and  intelligent 
enfortement.     In  this  way  the  very  necessities  of  our  existence  isci^>** 
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us  to  study,  to  investigate  the  laws  appertaining  to  our  being,  and  whecm 
known  a  high  degree  of  self-control  is  requisite  in  carrying  them  into 
effect.     Here  the  path  to  be  tried  is  confessedly  difficult.     Ignoiranoe 
obscures  the  way,  and  passion  is  ever  ready  to  lure  the  traveler  from 
the  line  of  duty.     There  is  nothing  but  an  undaunted  love  of  truth, 
knowledge,  and  virtue,  that  will  carry  us  through,  and  those  who  are 
so  happy  as  to  cultivate  and  possess  these  endowments,  will  not  only 
reap  a  secret  reward  for  themselves,  but  transmit  them  to  their  off- 
spring —  a  legacy  of  inestimable  value.     Of  what  avail  is  wealth  and 
noted  parentage  when  weighed  down  by  a  feeble  fr^me,  tortured  by 
every  image,  ill,  deformed, 

»  *'  Sent  into  this  world  scarce  half  made  up." 

A  mind  feeble,  groveling,  and  unbalanced,  incapable  of  healthy  emo' 
tion,  suffering  from  pangs  that  selfishly  turn  the  mind  ever  on  them- 
selves, looks  on  this  world  with  a  cold  and  jaundiced  eye,  forever 
howling  from  pain,  sour,  morose,  suspicious,  unloving  and  unloved. 
In  all  this  we  can  but  acknowledge  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of  die 
Creator  who  thus  makes  our  own  and  our  children's  welfare  dependent 
upon  our  industry,  knowledge  and  rectitude,  and  saves  us  from  sinking 
into  low,  stupid,  and  bestial  indolence,  sensible  of  nothing  but  the 
pleasures  of  instinctive  desire. 

It  is  a  generally  admitted  truth  that  a  certain  portion  of  superstition  yet 
clouds  our  understanding,  when  applied  to  the  diseases  and  accidents  to 
which  we  are  liable.  Not  a  few  are  firm  in  their  belief  that  they  are  una- 
avoidable  or  providential  in  their  origin,  and  not  the  legitimate  result 
of  violated  law.  It  is  for  the  medical  profession  to  disenthrall  the 
public  mind  of  this  relic  of  a  darker  age,  and  exhibit  the  truth  and  its 
expounders,  not  as  battling  against  a  special  providence,  but  co-laborers 
with  nature  in  endeavors  to  assist  her  to  throw  off  the  incubus  of 
disease,  and  maintain  the  integrity  of  her  organs  against  gross  trans- 
gression of  normal  law.  Concerning  this  point,  however,  the  profession 
are,  it  appears  to  me,  themselves  at  fault.  While  admitting  that  causes 
generate  by  imperceptible  degress  predispositions  in  the  system,  there 
is,  nevertheless,  a  fixed  habit  of  attaching  undue  importance  to  the 
immediate  events  which  precede  an  attack  of  disease.  If  we  take  the 
example  of  three  persons  exposed  alike  to  severe  and  protracted  cold — 
one  being  attacked  by  rheumatism,  another  by  pneumonia,  while  a 
third  escapes  unharmed, — and  then  explain  the  discrepancy  of  efi^t  by 
the  easy,  stupid,  and  common  mode,  that  the  diseases  of  the  former 
were  caused  by  exposure,  we  throw  absolutely  no  light  on  the  diversity 
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r  result.  That  cold  may  be  an  exciting  canse  of  bronchitis  or  con- 
imption  is  admitted,  but  the  importance  of  this  knowledge  in  in- 
eaiigating  the  origin  and  nature  of  individual  diseases  is  extremely 
mall.  With  equal  judgment  and  propriety  might  we  attempt  the 
(tody  of  the  mental  faculties  by  an  exclusive  attention  to  those  objects 
irhich  excite  sensation.  While  it  is  true  that  outward  impressions  may 
itirt  the  current,  or  animate  the  primary  springs  of  thought,  yet  the 
aggregate  quantitative  and  qualitative  sequence  of  phenomena  is  pre- 
letermined  by  inherent  causes.  For  example,  a  spectacle  like  that  of 
be  Niagara  Falls  will  excite  the  delicate  organs  of  thought,  whilst  the 
•sential  form,  the  current  which  thought  as  a  whole  may  assume,  is 
lependent  on  the  individual  constitution  of  mind.  One  inay  be  led  to 
fonder  and  admire  the  omnipotence  of  the  great  Architect,  whilst  an- 
4lier  will  be  led  into  a  calculation  of  the  immense  force  in  the  rushing 
rater,  etc.  The  exciting  cause,  then,  of  vital  acts,  either  in  mind  or 
»ody,  has  no  necessary  connection  with  that  power  which  determines 
rhether  the  resultant  will  be  normal  or  abnormal,  elevating  or  de- 
;rading.  This  is  a  predetermined  point,  and  rests  on  idiocrasy.  In 
he  groat  problem  of  elevating  the  standard  of  health,  and  extending 
be  period  of  life,  a  bestowing  of  more  attention  upon  the  exciting  than 
he  predisposing  causes  of  disease,  is  big  with  mischief.  It  is  the 
Tactical  teachings  of  those  who  would  unwittingly  store  away  the 
lost  dangerous  and  inflammable  combustibles  in  their  homes,  and  then 
tody  hard  to  avoid  the  cinders  or  sparks  borne  on  every  fugitive  wind. 
nfinitely  better  to  keep  the  system  free  from  taints,  to  observe  the 
ondamental  laws  of  our  being,  to  preserve,  or  endeavor  to  reinstate 
be  constitution  to  its  pristine  vigor,  and  then  may  we  hope  not  to 
offer  from  every  chilling  breeze,  or  be  parched  with  fever,  or  purged 
ito  a  shadow,  because  of  the  salubrious  heats  of  summer.  We  say 
alnbrioas,  because  no  one  who  will  candidly  reflect  on  the  subject  can 
dierwise  conclude.  Man  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  digression)  in  his 
arrower  phases  of  mental  light,  in  his  common  proneness  to  attribute 
[)  external  sources  the  origin  of  all  his  ills,  in  his  innate  proclivity  to 
roid  personal  responsibility,  has  long  been  on  the  search  among  the 
hjaical  elements  for  the  germ  of  his  disorders.  He  has  ransacked 
Ik  natural  changes  of  the  seasons,  the  aridity,  humidity,  and  temper- 
toTO  of  the  atmosphere,  the  growth  and  decay  of  vegetation  and 
■imate  Ufe,  the  influence  of  the  sun,  moon  and  stars,  the  supposed 
misX  results  of  volcanic  eruptions  and  earthquakes  ;  but  all  in  vain, 
raterc,  in  the  silent,  but  emphatic  voice  of  experience  and  history,  is 
rntiBg  upon  the  wall  :  Man,  thou  art  found  wanting ;  you  have  vio- 
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lated  the  conditions  of  yoor  existence,  and  the  penalty  is  affixed  to 
yonr  vitals.  If  a  person  with  consumption  taint  were  to  seek  certain 
popular  sources  for  advice  as  to  how  the  dreaded  scoarge  might  be 
warded  ofif,  two  to  one,  the  answer  would  be,  see  that  she  is  not  exposed 
so  as  to  catch  cold.  The  idea  is  stereotyped.  Yon  may  do  this  or  tb«t» 
bnt  see  not  to  take  cold.  Your  dainty  daughter  with  pale,  soft  skin» 
must  not  face  God's  life-giving  sun,  or  jump  and  mn  till  her  cheeks 
glow  with  vulgar  vigor,  or  spoil  her  hands  by  menial  toil,  or  eat  coarse, 
homespun  food,  or  drink  pure  water  fresh  from  the  fount,  or  retire  to 
sleep  by  nature's  dial,  or  clothe  her  body  in  accordance  with  common 
sense ;  and  she  need  not  do  any  of  these,  but  she  must  be  careful  not 
to  catch  cold.  8he  may  preserve  her  life-like  complexion  in  dark 
rooms,  nurse  "spindle-shanked"  peculiarities  in  indolence  andlnxmy, 
never  go  out  except  at  fashionable  hours,  eat  only  the  most  dainty 
knick-knacks,  sup  her  tea  or  wine,  sleep  till  midday,  and  dance  or  read 
till  midnight,  swallow  gallons  of  elegant  nostrums  to  purify  the  blood, 
but  she  must  be  careful  not  to  catch  cold. 

[TO  BS  COirriMVID.] 
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Proceedings  of  the  Cincinnati  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Reported  by  C.  T.  Simpsoh,  M.D.,  Seoretary. 

Hall  of  Academy  of  Medicine,  April  8,  1861. 
The  Academy  of  Medicine  met  at  the  usual  hour,  the  President,  Dr. 
White,  in  the  chair.     The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  adopted. 

Dr.  Gans  reported  the  following  very  interesting  case : 
About  the  beginning  of  July  last  the  Doctor  was  consulted  by  Mr. 
R.,  on  account  of  a  tumor  on  the  left  side  of  his  neck,  of  the  size  of  a 
small  (hen's)  egg.  It  was  situated  under  the  lower  portion  of  the 
stemo-mastoid  muscle,  of  an  oval  shape,  its  lower  apex  being  felt  at 
the  bifurcation  of  that  muscle.  It  was  hard,  fiiiu  and  elastic,  convey- 
ing to  the  finger,  on  pressing  it,  a  feeling  as  if  it  contained  some  fluid. 
It  was  movable  in  any  direction,  with  the  greatest  ease —  so  much  so 
that  it  could  be  brought  by  side  pressure  as  well  to  the  outer  as  the 
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side  of  the  aboye-named  muscle  ;  as  also  upward  and  downward. 
Tb^  tumor  had  first  made  its  appearance  about  two  months  previously. 
Mr.  'Si.  was  a  workman  in  an  iron  safe  foundry,  of  strong  muscular 
dev^elopment,  good  constitution,  and  had  never  suffered  from  scrofula. 
Theise  circumstances  led  him  to  diagnose  a  simple  cystic  tumor,  easy 
of  i^emoval  by  an  operation, —  which  he  performed,  assisted  by  Dr. 
DoHerty,  on  the  26th  of  July,  in  the  following  manner  :  The  tumor 
bdn^  movable,  as  above  stated,  to  the  front  part  of  the  neck,  a  longi- 
tudinal incision  was  made  about  two  inches  from  and  above  the 
■ternum,  somewhat  to  the  left  of  the  median  line,  between  the  inner 
BULi-^^in  of  the  muscle  and  the  trachea.  The  assistant  being  dii'ected 
^  ^ress  the  tumor  as  much  as  possible  in  that  direction,  he  dissected 
it  fi-om  its  connecting  cellular  tissue,  which  was  easily  accomplished, 
^thout  any  haemorrhage  taking  place.  Nothing  was  left  to  be  dis- 
*^ct«^  but  the  posterior  part  of  the  tumor  ;  and  knowing  that  these 
toi^iors  generally  receive  an  artery  (sometimes  of  considerable  size) 
itoxsx  behind,  he  endeavored  to  divide  the  cellular  tissues,  separating 
t^^^iK^  with  the  finger  and  handle  of  the  scalpel,  holding  the  freed 
torn  or  between  the  fingers  of  his  left  hand,  for  the  pui-pose  of  ligating 
'^b  an  artery  before  taking  the  tumor  away.  When- at  this  stage  of* 
^  operation,  hemorrhage  took  place  from  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
t^JOaor,  oozing  from  it  like  the  tissue  of  the  same  had  been  ruptured. 
^^  blood  was  dark,  and  plainly  venous.  The  haemorrhage  being 
^^^^iderable,  he  placed  a  ligature  around  its  neck-like  undivided  part, 
^^  arrested  the  haemorrhage, 
^ot  knowing  exactly  what  to  make  of  it,  and  therefore  undecided 
*^  to  proceed,  he  sent  for  Dr.  B.,  to  get  his  opinion  and  advice  ;  he 
pK>^Qi,n<j^  it  a  thyroid  tumor,  and  advised  not  to  take  it  away,  but 
^  ^nard  against  haemorrhage.  This  was  done.  Small  pieces  of 
*P^*ige  were  placed  between  the  tumor  and  the*cutis.  No  haemorrhage 
^^^^^Ured  ;  neither  a  high  degree  of  inflammation,  nor  fever. 

A.fter  a  few  days  suppuration  set  in,  loosening  the  sponges  ;  and 

ilot^^Qg  of  the  front  part  of  the  tumor  took  place,  making  him,  as 

•**^  Dr.  B.,  think  the  the  whole  tumor  would  slough  off;  but  the  lig- 

•''^  having  become  very  loose,  no  doubt  by  tlie  suppuration,  only 

^  front  part  sloughed  off,  leaving  the  tumor  much  reduced  in  the 

*^*d«t  of  the  wound,  which  suppurate<l  now  veiy  profusely.     He  felt 

^^  inclination  to  place  a  new  ligature  around  it,  but  as  Dr.  B.  did 

^^  advise  it,  it  was  not  done.     Much  anxiety  was  felt  on  account  of 

^  poaatbility  of  the  pus  finding  its  way  along  the  fascia  into  the 

Pectoral  eariiy,  as  had  happened  in  a  similar  case  of  Dr.  Hawkins,  of 
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St.  Greorge's  Hospital,  London.  Visiting  the  patient  on  the  eigbtt 
day  after  the  operation,  he  advised  the  patient  to  lay  on  Ihb  aide. 
After  some  days,  a  swelling  like  a  beginning  abscess  made  ita  appear 
ance  below  the  right  clavicle,  where  it  joins  with  the  sternnm,  and  hf 
intended  to  open  it  the  next  day,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  exit  to  the 
pus"",  and  thus  likely  preventing  the  feared  entrance  of  it  into  the  dieit 
But  he  found  on  the  next  day  that  it  did  not  contain  any  pns. 

The  patient  went  on  comparatively  well,  except  during  the  fim 
eight  days  there  was  some  difficulty  of  deglutition  ;  when  in  the  nighi 
of  the  11th  of  August  he  was  attacked  by  a  very  violent,  hard  eoogh, 
which  brought  a  large  quantity  (more  than  a  pint)  of  thick,  and  veq 
foetid  pus.  The  expectoration  of  thick,  yellowish  mucus  continned  foi 
some  months,  particularly  at  night,  causing  him  great  distress,  and 
reducing  him  very  much.  No  fever,  no  dyspnoea.  The  seat  <tfthi 
pus  seemed  to  be  in  the  lower  part^  of  the  medastinum,  more  to  th 
right, — ^percussion  and  auscultation  in  that  region  giving  a  dnll,  heavj 
sound.  He  gave  him  during  this  time  iodide  of  potash,  and  after  a 
while  syr.  iodide  of  iron,  which  he  took  for  a  great  length  of  time ; 
also  a  jelly  of  Iceland  moss.  A  generous  diet,  with  wine  or  beer.  Ex* 
temally,  he  penciled  the  whole  wound,  including  the  tumor,  daily, 
with  pure  tincture  of  iodine  ;  and  also  placed  a  blister  over  the  ehai^ 
keeping  it  open  eight  days.  On  this  treatment  he  improved  consider* 
ably  ;  suppuration,  or  rather  expectoration  of  pus,  became  much  less ; 
the  wound  healed,  the  tumor  becoming  reduced ;  and  he  gained  sc 
much  strength  that  he  was  enabled  to  walk  out. 

On  the  11th  October  he  was  taken  down  by  an  inflammatory  attack 
of  the  chest,  with  fever,  heavy  breathing,  and  the  expectoration  of  large 
quantities  of  pus,  mixed  with  much  mucus.  Prescribed  nitrate  d 
potassa,  and  small  doses  of  tartar  emetic  ;  put  a  large  blister  over  the 
chest ;  an  antiphlogistic  regimen.  After  a  few  days  he  got  better,  the 
expectoration  becoming  less  (at  first  the  proportion  of  pus,  then  thai 
of  the  mucus),  and  he  continued  to  improve,  regaining  all  of  his 
strength,  having  already  for  several  months  past  had  very  little  expec- 
toration. The  tumor,  of  the  size  of  a  small  walnut,  can  be  felt  nndei 
the  cicatrix.  After  the  inflammatory  symptoms  disappeared,  the  DoHoi 
returned  to  the  iodide  of  iron  and  general  treatment  above  indicated. 

The  case  oflfers  several  points  of  interest : 

1st.  The  question  arises.  What  has  l>een  the  character  of  the  tumor : 
was  it  really  a  parenchymatous  thyroid  tumor,  or  a  thyroid  sanguin- 
eous cyst,  as  observed  by  Ghoate  Holmes  {Med,  Timee  and  Oaatk^ 
Nov.,  1854)  ? 
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2nd.  Would  it  have  been  safe  to  take  the  tumor  away  after  potting 

a  ligatnre  around  it,  or  ought  a  new  ligature  to  be  put  around  it  for 

purpose  of  sloughing  ? 

Sid.  Of  the  highest  interest  is  this  case,  certainly,  on  account  of  the 

jns  medicairix  of  nature  experienced  in  it ;  for  the  expectoration 

or  pus  did  not  cease  after  the  first  large  quantity  was  thrown  up,  but 

it  oontinued,  and  even  after  the  wound  was  healed, — leaving  no  doubt 

oC  the  fact  that  the  cavity  containing  the  pus  had  become  (as  usually 

m  the  case)  lined  by  a  pus-secreting  membrane. 

'Notwithstanding  it  has  ceased  almost  entirely,  it  seemed  to  him  that 
die  inflammatory  attacks  has  favored  the  healing  of  this  cavity,  likely 
in  the  same  manner  as  injections  of  tincture  of  iron  operates  in  cavi- 
ties or  cysts. 

It  is  also  an  interesting  fact  that  hardly  any  constitutional  symp- 
toms, dyspnoea,  much  less  hectic  fever,  advanced  during  suppuration 
ift  the  pectoral  cavity  for  the  space  of  at  least  six  months. 

—Some  immaterial  discussion  followed  this  report,  after  which  Dr* 
W.  P.  Thornton  announced  that  he  proposed  to  read  to  the  Academy, 
two  weeks  from  this  evening,  a  paper  on  the  inquiry,  **  Do  the  prepa- 
ntioai  of  mercury  promote  the  secretions  of  bile  ?  '' 


•  *»•  « 


<$flit0Viat  Sra»$tati0»$* 


Ammoniamia. 

Jaksch,  in  the  Viert«U>^rKchr{ft  f.  Praktlache  Heilkande,  1860,  U. 
TmAHSLATKD  BT  C.  A.  HAKTMAKN,  M.D.,  OLBTBLAHD,  O. 

like  word  ammoniiemia,  first  used  by  Prof.  Treitz,  should  be  applied 
^  t  kind  of  urtemia  arising  from  putrescent  urine,  containing  carbo- 
^•*«  <rf  ammonia,  being  resorbed  and  introduced  into  the  blood — a  con- 
^tio^  which  must  not  be  confounded  w  ith  Bright's  disease,  for  it  is 
^^utially  different  from  it,  although  both  affections  may  appear  in 
f^jmiction  with  each  other.  Uriemic  manifestations  are  not  developed, 
^  Bright'a  disease,  before  the  uriniferous  tubes  become  impervious ; 
^  tnie  ammoniaemia  is  the  consequence  of  urine,  in  a  state  of  decom- 
•^'^•Hioii,  being  received  into  the  blood ;  an  occurrence  which  may 
^^Ppea  either  from  a  torpid  or  paralyzed  state  of  the  urinary  bladder. 
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from  dilatation  of  Malpighi's  pyramids  and  tiie  renal  pelvis  wbik  ifc 
ureters  are  impervious,  or  from  abscess,  tuberculosis,  and  otber  dii 
eases  of  the  kidneys.  The  urine  has,  in  this  disease,  always  a  puogm 
ammoniacal  odor  ;  hydrops  is  never  connected  with  ammonice&ia,  bi 
there  is  a  persistent  dryness  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  month  to 
fauces  ;  the  patient  feeling  as  if  every  particle  of  humidity  had  bee 
dried  up  by  some  absorbent.  Sometimes  this  dryness  will  spread  < 
the  Schneiderian  membrane,  the  conjunctiva  of  the  eye,  and  the  ligi 
ments  of  the  larynx,  producing  hoarseness,  or  aphonia.  There 
always  a  strong  and  well-marked  ammoniacal  odor  in  the  air  expin 
by  the  patient ;  and  the  same  odor  is  perceived  by  lifting  'the  bei 
clothes.  A  great  aversion  to  meat  is  never  wanting,  and  violent  inte 
mittent  chills  are  of  frequent  occurrence  ;  while  neither  convulsive  fit 
nor  croups,  nor  diphtheritic  exsudations  have  been  observed  during  t) 
disease  we  are  treating  of,  nor  have  disturbances  of  the  vision  bei 
noticed.  A  constant  symptom  is  a  singular  grayish  discoloration 
the  face,  with  progressing  emaciation  ;  very  acute  cases  are  accomp 
nied  by  a  rapid  collapse  of  the  features,  and  a  muscular  weaknc 
bordering  on  paralysis.  In  such  acute  cases,  vomiting,  accompani 
or  followed  by  diarrhoea,  is  always  present ;  it  seldom,  or  only  for 
short  time,  occurs  in  the  chronic  form  of  the  disease.  Death  is  alwa 
preceded  by  a  soporous  state,  lasting  from  a  few  hours  to  several  daj 

Acute  aramonisemia  runs  its  course  in  a  few  (irom  two  to  six)  da^ 
and  terminates,  if  properly  attended  to,  in  recovery ;  if  not,  in  deal 
More  or  less  vomiting  is  usually  the  first  symptom  in  such  cases ;  oft 
soon  followed  by  febrile  manifestations,  rapid  collapse  and  sopor. 

The  chronic  form  may  last  weeks,  months,  and  years,  with  temp 
rary  improvement  and  changes  for  the  worse ;  it  can  terminate  favc 
ably,  even  after  a  long  time,  if  recognized  and  correctly  treated ;  b 
may  induce  death  in  spite  of  all  treatment  when  its  causes  can  not 
removed.  There  are  always  gastric  symptoms  accompanying  chroi 
ammonisemia,  but  they  are  often  mistaken  for  catarrh  of  the  gastric  a 
intestinal  mucous  membrane.  Symptoms  may  also  occur  which  siw 
late  typhoid,  or  intermittent  fever.  On  account  of  these  varyi 
symptoms,  it  is  rather  difficult  to  give  a  good  description  of  the  d 
ease,  and  it  appears,  therefore,  better  to  describe  the  different  for 
according  to  their  cause  and  predominant  symptoms,  after  havi 
mentioned  what  is  common  to  all  the  forms,  and  necessary  to  1 
diagnosis. 

Most  frequently,  ammoniscmia  is  produced  by  diseases  of  the  n 
nary  bladder — more  particularly  toi"por  and  paralysis  ;  a  morbid  « 
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dition  of  thc^  nreters  or  kidneys  but  rarely  causes  it.     Torpor  of  the 
blidder  may  develop  itself  gradually,  turning  into  complete  paralysis 
only  after  a  long  time,  or  it  may  arise  rapidly.     Accordingly,  the 
symptoms  of  ammonicemia  will  be  either  manifest,  to  a  slight  degree, 
bat  for  a  long  time,  so  that  they  are  scarcely  heeded  and  easily  over- 
\«kt\ ;  or  they  appear  more  suddenly  and  with  great  intensity,  so  as 
to  greatly  embarrass  both  the  patient  and  his  physician.     The  torpor 
eta  be  induced  by  some  impediment  in  the  urethra  or  prostata,  or  by 
awtatof  innervation  or  change  in  its  texture  (hypertrophy,  catarrh, 
iiiiammation,  ulceration,  carcinoma).     In  consequence  of  tho  paraly- 
iis,  some  ulcerative  or  diphtheritic  process,  or  gangrene  may  be  pro- 
daeed  by  the  stagnant  and  decomposing  urine  in  the  bladder.     The 
piogress  of  the  disease  does  not,  however,  depend  entirely  on  patho- 
logical changes  in  that  organ,  but  also  on  the  action  of  the  organs 
terviag  to  the  excretion  of  ammonia  :  the  lungs,  skin,  kidneys  and 
iBlBrtiiial  tract ;  further,  in  the  age  and  constitution  of  the  patient,  as 
v«fl  !<»  on  external  influences.     A  sojourn  in  the  country,  for  instance, 
proves  very  beneficial  in  chronic  ammonitemia. 
For  a  correct  diagnosis,  the  following  points  must  be  considered  : 
1.  The  degree  of  torpor  or  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  and  the  cause 
^  the  game.     In  the  chronic  form,  sensible  and  motory  paralysis  are 
S^Bttilly  developed  at  the  same  time.     Although  there  is  a  large  quan- 
%  of  urine  accumulated,  distending  the  bladder  above  the  symphysis, 
••d  not  nnfrequently  to  the  navel,  the  patient  experiences  no  pain,  or 
**^dull,  painful  sensation,  and  no  inclination  to  void  his  urine,  un-' 
^  tbe  bladder  be  extended  beyond  the  already  habitual  measure ; 
wea  then,  only  this  surplus  of  the  accumulation  is  evacuated  ;  the 
**'giiAnt  quantity  remains  unchanged,  or  increases  even  with  the  tor- 
J^^   Acute  paralysis  commoMy  produces,  in  tho  beginning,  violent 
***mQ8  and  pain,  which  decrease  when  the  paralysis  has  reached  a 
^^'Uin  height,  and  disappears  with  the  more  developed  distension  of 
*•  bladder. 

i  With  the  torpor  and  paralysis,  and  usually  before  they  have 
^••^  carried  to  a  very  great  extent,  commences  the  decomposition  of 
^  stagnant  urine,  and  its  resorption.  It  is  evident  that  the  decom- 
J^^lion  must  be  hastened  by  the  presence,  in  the  bladder,  of  catar- 
'^^^  Kcretions,  blood,  or  products  of  cxsudation.  At  this  stage  of 
^  djjkeaw,  the  urine,  be  it  evacuated  npontancously  or  artificially, 
^^'^t^ta  a  pungent,  often  distinctly  ammoniacal  odor,  and  a  mucous 
^  pQraleat  sediment,  sometimes  mixed  with  blood.     Wherever  an 
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ammoniacal  odor  is  perceivable  in  recently-yoided  urine,  we  may  piett|^' 
certainly  diagnosticate  ammoniaBmia. 

3.  The  carbonate  of  ammonia  is  eliminated  throogh  the  Innga 
skin  soon  after  its  reception  into  the  blood  :  this  is  proved  bj  the  dii 
tinct  ammoniacal  odor  of  the  expired  air,  and  other  ezbalatioof- 
Where  this  odor  is  not  very  distinct,  the  expired  air  mAy  be 
with  humid  litmus-paper,  or  with  a  stick  of  glass,  previously  iiDm< 
in  muriatic  acid.     The  chemical  analysis  of  the  blood  would,  undoubt 
edly,  furnish  the  best  basis  for  a  correct  diagnosis ;  but  the  patieai 
afflicted  with  ammoniaamia  are  always  in  a  state  which  does  not  admi  'M 
of  the  depletion  of  blood. 

4.  Gastric  symptoms,  as   already  described,  are  always  ptesent- . 
The  evacuations  in  acute  cases  do  not,  at  least  not  in  the  first  tim^^ 
present  a  distinct  ammoniacal  odor;  but  this  is  always  well  marksA^ 
when  emesis  and  catharsis  appear  with  an  aggravation  of  the  dises89* 
In  chronic  ammoniaamia  there  may  be  neither  vomiting  nor  dianluB^, 
but  rather  a  tendency  to  constipation ;  the  appetite  is,  however,  witb 
very  rare  exceptions,  disturbed,  and  a  marked  aversion  to  meat  present;, 
such  as  is  not  observed  in  any  other  disease,  even  not  excepting  canoex' 
of  the  stomach.     Other  gastric  symptoms,  for  instance,  a  sensation  of 
dull  pressure  or  burning  pain  in  the  stomach,  accumulation  of  gases» 
bad  taste,  fiSrred  tongue,  etc.,  are  not  characteristic  of  ammoni«mi»- 
But  the  dry  condition  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  is  important,  and 
often  lead  to  the  diagnosis   when  other  prominent  symptoms 
wanting. 

The  discoloration  of  the  face,  the  emaciation  and  collapse  of 
features,  finally  the  continuous  depression  of  spirits,  which  is  fteqnentl^" 
explained  as  hypochondriacal,  will  serve  to  confirm  the  diagnosis-' 
The  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  patient  iflay  grow  strong  enough  to  in.- — 
duce  the  committing  of  suicide. 

In  the  treatment,  strictures  of  the  urethra,  which  are  frequentl; 
present,  must  be  removed,  and  the  urine  regularly  evacuated  by 
of  the  catheter.     Milk  diet,  residence  in  the  country,  generous  exe 
in  the  fresh  air,  are  often  sufficient,  in  addition  to  these  means,  to  le 
store  the  patient.     During  recovery,  a  vigorous  diet  is  required, 
may  be  combined  with  the  use  of  some  acidulous  or  ferruginated 
ral  water. 

Strictures  of  the  urethra  have  often  been  overlooked ;  I  think, 
alone  have  given  rise  to  the  haemorrhoids  of  the  bladder,  that  we  u 
to  hear  so  much  about  in  times  not  long  gone.     Of  equal  importaoo^' 
with  the  strictures  are  diseases  of  the  prostata  in  connection  with  am— 


1861.]  BdiUmal  Tranalaihna.  S69 

moniaemia.     Amongst  them  are :  atrophy  in  conseqnenoe  of  preceding 
inflammation,  general  or  partial  hypertrophy  and  development  of  an 
•ecessory  tumor,  pressing  on  the  urethra  or  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 
1%ey  impede,  more  or  less,  the  evacuation  of  the  urine,  cause  torpor 
of  tlie  bladder,  hypertrophy  of  its  walls,  diseases  of  the  ureters  and 
Icidiieys,  and  consequently  ammoniasmia,  which  sometimes  appears 
0oon,  bot  often  only  after  a  long  time.     The  difficulties  of  a  suc- 
canful  surgical  treatment,  in  such  cases,  render  the  diagnosis  rather 
mifiivorable.     Hypertrophy  of  the  prostata  will  often  yield  to  a  strong 
ointment  of  iodide  of  potassium,  applied  to  the  perineum,  and  com- 
bined with  the  internal  use  of  acidulated  watera     With  the  cautious 
wm  of  the  catheter,  and  a  decoction  of  secale  comutum,  exhibited  inter- 
nttBy,  the  already  developed  torpor  of  the  bladder,  and  other  symptoms, 
0wm  of  chronic  ammoniaemia,  may  be  relieved. 

A  long  practiced  intentional  retention  of  urine  is  apt  to  end  in  the 

Ingliesi  development  of  ammoniasraia,  without  any  difficulty  in,  or 

ttound  the  urethra.     The  greater  the  change  in  the  textures,  following 

Ail  cause,  the  smaller  is  the  prospect  of  recovery. 

Tliat  atones  in  the  bladder  result  fatally  through  ammoniaemia,  has 

*   hna  long  known  to  surgeons :  the  disease  I  designate  by  this  name  is 

^deeeribed,  with  all  it0  symptoms,  in  their  books.     It  certainly 

phyia  very  important  part  in  its  connection  with  urinary  concretions. 

WitkoQl  an  operation,  death  is  certain  to  follow,  while  success  with  a 

^vgiea)  proceeding  depends  completely  upon  the  presence  and  extent 

^ftamonisemia.     Under  the  influence  of  blood  poisoned  by  ammonia, 

^fUieritic  processes  and  exulcerations  in  the  artificial  wounds  are 


Caaoer  of  the  bladder  is  always,  in  the  end,  accompanied  by  ammo- 
*^nia.  Medullary  carcinoma  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  bladder  in- 
^ncn  hemorrhage,  and  thereby  decomposition  of  the  urine. 

Kedianical  obstructions  of  the  ureters,  or  destructive  diseases  of  tho 
^^<^>eyi,  lead  either  to  ammoniaemia  or  uraemia.  A  painful  anuria, 
^^^^gtiaea  relieved  by  copious  discharges  of  bloody  urine,  pain  and 
*^*tting  in  one  or  both  sides  of  the  abdomen,  indicate  the  primitive 
^^■e.  If  there  is  a  concretion,  the  ureter  becomes  dilated  above  and 
^^'^''nid  it,  the  walls  are  pushed  outward,  and  the  room  thus  made 
^***»i  the  nrine  to  pass,  until  the  stone,  pressed  downward,  is  again 
^^%ed  ia.  Even  large  concrements  may,  in  this  way,  reach  the 
^^^<far,  and  as  long  as  the  other  kidney  is  not  disturbed  in  its  func- 
7^  then  im  not  much  danger.  A  continued  stagnation  of  the  urine 
^  ^  pelvis  of  the  kidney  may,  however,  result  in  decomposition  and 


i 
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ammoniacal  odor  is  perceivable  in  recently-voided  urine,  we  may  pnttj 
certainly  diagnosticate  ammonisemia. 

3.  The  carbonate  of  ammonia  is  eliminated  throogh  the  Inogs  vd 
skin  soon  after  its  reception  into  the  blood  :  this  is  proved  by  the  dis- 
tinct ammoniacal  odor  of  the  expired  air,  and  other  exhalatioiii. 
Where  this  odor  is  not  very  distinct,  the  expired  air  mmj  be  teitod 
with  humid  litmus-paper,  or  with  a  stick  of  glass,  pieviooalyimmflrMl 
in  muriatic  acid.  The  chemical  analysis  of  the  blood  would,  imdosH- 
edly,  furnish  the  best  basis  for  a  correct  diagnosis;  but  the patieBti 
afflicted  with  ammoniaamia  are  always  in  a  state  which  does  not  adinit 
of  the  depletion  of  blood. 

4.  Gastric  symptoms,  as  already  described,  are  always  praeot. 
The  evacuations  in  acute  cases  do  not,  at  least  not  in  the  first  tiB0» 
present  a  distinct  ammoniacal  odor ;  but  this  is  always  well  maiM, 
when  emesis  and  catharsis  appear  with  an  aggravation  of  the  diseue. 
In  chronic  ammoniiemia  there  may  be  neither  vomiting  nor  dianh0i» 
but  rather  a  tendency  to  constipation ;  the  appetite  is,  however,  wiA 
very  rare  exceptions,  disturbed,  and  a  marked  aversion  to  meat  presest, 
such  as  is  not  observed  in  any  other  disease,  even  not  excepting  ctioer 
of  the  stomach.  Other  gastric  symptoms,  for  instance,  a  eensatioii  of 
dull  pressure  or  burning  pain  in  the  stomach,  accumulation  of  gM^ 
bad  taste,  fthred  tongue,  etc.,  are  not  characteristic  of  ammonittttii' 
But  the  dry  condition  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  is  important,  and  Wf 
often  lead  to  the  diagnosis  when  other  prominent  symptoxas  -tf* 
wanting. 

The  discoloration  of  the  face,  the  emaciation  and  collapse  of  A0 
features,  finally  the  continuous  depression  of  spirits,  which  is  frequendT 
explained  as  hypochondriacal,  will  serve  to  confirm  the  diagnoii^ 
The  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  patient  iflay  grow  strong  enough  to  is^ 
duce  the  committing  of  suicide. 

In  the  treatment,  strictures  of  the  urethra,  which  are  frequeotlT 
present,  must  be  removed,  and  the  urine  regularly  evacuated  by  me**** 
of  the  catheter.     Milk  diet,  residence  in  the  country,  generous  exeroi^ 
in  the  fi-esh  air,  are  often  sufficient,  in  addition  to  these  means,  to  t^ 
store  the  patient.     During  recoveiy,  a  vigorous  diet  is  required,  whi^ 
may  be  combined  with  the  use  of  some  acidulous  or  ferruginated  mil'^' 
ral  water. 

Strictures  of  the  urethra  have  often  been  overlooked ;  I  think,  tb^^ 
alone  have  given  rise  to  the  haemorrhoids  of  the  bladder,  that  we  xa^^ 
to  hear  so  much  about  in  times  not  long  gone.  Of  equal  importsft^ 
with  the  strictures  are  diseases  of  the  prostata  in  connection  with  ai^' 
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>ni»mia.  Amongst  them  are :  atrophy  in  conseqoenoe  of  preceding 
flftmmation,  general  or  partial  hypertrophy  and  development  of  an 
cessory  tumor,  pressing  on  the  urethra  or  the  neck  of  the  hladder. 
ley  impede,  more  or  less,  the  evacuation  of  the  urine,  cause  torpor 

tlie  bladder,  hypertrophy  of  its  walls,  diseases  of  the  ureters  and 
dneys,  and  consequently  ammonisemia,  which  sometimes  appears 
on,  but  often  only  after  a  long  time.  The  difficulties  of  a  suc- 
atful  surgical  treatment,  in  such  cases,  render  the  diagnosis  rather 
i&vorable.  Hypertrophy  of  the  prostata  will  often  yield  to  a  strong 
jitment  of  iodide  of  potassium,  applied  to  the  perineum,  and  com- 
taed  with  the  internal  use  of  acidulated  waters.  With  the  cautious 
le  of  the  catheter,  and  a  decoction  of  secale  comutum,  exhibited  inter- 
1%,  the  already  developed  torpor  of  the  bladder,  and  other  symptoms, 
ffB  of  chronic  ammoniaemia,  may  be  relieved. 

A  long  practiced  intentional  retention  of  urine  is  apt  to  end  in  the 
■ghesi  development  of  ammoniasraia,  without  any  difficulty  in,  or 
mmnd  the  urethra.  The  greater  the  change  in  the  textures,  following 
Ui  cause,  the  smaller  is  the  prospect  of  recovery. 

Tliat  atones  in  the  bladder  result  fatally  through  ammonisemia,  has 
bMB  lottg  known  to  surgeons :  the  disease  I  designate  by  this  name  is 
ViD  deseribed,  with  all  it^  symptoms,  in  their  books.  It  certainly 
phyia  very  important  part  in  its  connection  with  urinary  concretions. 
WitkoQl  an  operation,  death  is  certain  to  follow,  while  success  with  a 
Mrgieal  proceeding  depends  completely  upon  the  presence  and  extent 
^tnmoniaemia.  Under  the  influence  of  blood  poisoned  by  ammonia, 
%Uiflritic  processes  and  exulcerations  in  the  artificial  wounds  are 
^▼oidable. 

Cftacer  of  the  bladder  is  always,  in  the  end,  accompanied  by  ammo- 
^laia.  Medullary  carcinoma  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  bladder  in- 
^9tm  hemorrhage,  and  thereby  decomposition  of  the  urine. 

Mechanical  obstructions  of  the  ureters,  or  destructive  diseases  of  tho 
'^^Keyt,  lead  either  to  ammoniiemia  or  uraemia.  A  painful  anuria, 
••••limea  relieved  by  copious  discharges  of  bloody  urine,  pain  and 
**^liDg  in  one  or  both  sides  of  the  abdomen,  indicate  the  primitive 
^^^'^  If  there  is  a  concretion,  tho  ureter  becomes  dilated  above  and 
^'^''^  it,  the  walls  are  pushed  outward,  and  the  room  thus  made 
^^^%  the  urine  to  pass,  until  the  stone,  pressed  downward,  is  again 
^•^ed  in.  Even  large  concrements  may,  in  this  way,  reach  the 
^l^^dtr,  and  as  long  as  the  other  kidney  is  not  disturbed  in  its  func- 
7^  then  ia  not  much  danger.  A  continued  stagnation  of  the  urine 
^  ^  palvia  of  the  kidney  may,  however,  result  in  decomposition  and 
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ammoniacal  odor  is  perceivable  in  recently- voided  urine,  we  may  pnttj 
certainly  diagnosticate  ammonisemia. 

3.  The  carbonate  of  ammonia  is  eliminated  throogh  the  Inogi  uA 
skin  soon  after  its  reception  into  the  blood  :  this  is  proved  by  the  dis- 
tinct ammoniacal  odor  of  the  expired  air,  and  other  exhaladou. 
Where  this  odor  is  not  very  distinct,  the  expired  air  may  be  teitod 
with  humid  litmus-paper,  or  with  a  stick  of  glass,  previoaalyimmoMi 
in  muriatic  acid.  The  chemical  analysis  of  the  blood  would,  nndooH- 
edly,  famish  the  best  basis  for  a  correct  diagnosis ;  but  the  patieBti 
afflicted  with  ammoniaemia  are  always  in  a  state  which  does  not  adinit 
of  the  depletion  of  blood. 

4.  Gastric  symptoms,  as  already  described,  are  always  presflBi- 
The  evacuations  in  acute  cases  do  not,  at  least  not  in  the  first  tiB0» 
present  a  distinct  ammoniacal  odor ;  but  this  is  always  well  marM 
when  emesis  and  catharsis  appear  with  an  aggravation  of  the  diMue. 
In  chronic  ammonisemia  there  may  be  neither  vomiting  nor  dianh0i» 
but  rather  a  tendency  to  constipation ;  the  appetite  is,  ho¥rever,  wiA 
very  rare  exceptions,  disturbed,  and  a  marked  aversion  to  meat  presest, 
such  as  is  not  observed  in  any  other  disease,  even  not  excepting  ctioer 
of  the  stomach.  Other  gastric  symptoms,  for  instance,  a  sensadon  of 
dull  pressure  or  burning  pain  in  the  stomach,  accumulation  of  gsM^ 
bad  taste,  fthrred  tongue,  etc.,  are  not  characteristic  of  ammoni«aii- 
But  the  dry  condition  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  is  important,  and  W)^ 
often  lead  to  the  diagnosis  when  other  prominent  symptoms  ^ 
wanting. 

The  discoloration  of  the  face,  the  emaciation  and  collapse  of  dv 
features,  finally  the  continuous  depression  of  spirits,  which  is  freqiMOtlj 
explained  as  hypochondriacal,  will  serve  to  confirm  the  diagiHMV* 
The  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  patient  iflay  grow  strong  enough  to  is* 
duce  the  committing  of  suicide. 

In  the  treatment,  strictures  of  the  urethra,  which  are  freqneDdf 
present,  must  be  removed,  and  the  urine  regularly  evacuated  byiii6i»' 
of  the  catheter.  Milk  diet,  residence  in  the  country,  generous  exeroi«* 
in  the  fresh  air,  are  oAen  sufficient,  in  addition  to  these  means,  to  i** 
store  the  patient.  During  recovery,  a  vigorous  diet  is  required,  wW* 
may  be  combined  with  the  use  of  some  acidulous  or  ferruginated  ni^ 
ral  water. 

Strictures  of  the  urethra  have  often  been  overlooked ;  I  think,  thff 
alone  have  given  rise  to  the  baBmorrhoids  of  the  bladder,  that  we  u*^ 
to  hear  so  much  about  in  times  not  long  gone.  Of  equal  importi>^ 
with  the  strictures  are  diseases  of  the  prostata  in  connection  with  9X0r 


mU.  Amongst  them  are :  atrophy  in  consequence  of*  preceding 
mafcion,  general  or  partial  hypertrophy  and  derdopment  of  an 
>ry  tumor,  pressing  on  the  urethra  or  the  neck  of  the  hladdar. 
mpede,  more  or  less,  the  evacuation  of  the  urine,  cause  torpor 

bladder,  hypertrophy  of  its  walls,  diseases  of  the  ureters  and 
a,  and  consequently  ammoniiemia,  which  sometimes  appears 
but  often  only  after  a  long  time.    The  difficulties  of  a  sue* 

surgical  treatment,  in  such  cases,  render  the  diagnosis  rather 
»rable.  Hypertrophy  of  the  prostata  will  often  yield  to  a  strong 
nt  of  iodide  of  potassium,  applied  to  the  perineum,  and  com- 
wiUi  the  internal  use  of  acidulated  waters.  With  the  cautious 
the  oath&ter,  and  a  decoction  of  secale  comutum,  exhibited  inter- 
tiie  already  developed  torpor  of  the  bladder,  and  other  symptoms, 
f  chronic  ammoniiemia,  may  be  relieved, 
ong  practiced  intentional  retention  of  urine  is  apt  to  end  in  the 
t  development  of  ammoniiemia,  without  any  difficulty  in,  or 
I  the  urethra.  The  greater  the  change  in  the  textures,  following 
•use,  the  smaller  is  the  prospect  of  recovery, 
i  stones  in  the  bladder  result  fatally  through  ammonisBmia,  has 
Mig  known  to  surgeons :  the  disease  I  designate  by  this  name  is 
eseribed,  with  all  itf  symptoms,  in  their  books.  It  certainly 
I  very  important  part  in  its  connection  with  urinary  concretions, 
ml  an  operation,  death  is  certain  to  follow,  while  success  with  a 
il  proceeding  depends  completely  upon  the  presence  and  extent 
iBonisBmia.  Under  the  influence  of  blood  poisoned  by  ammonia, 
leritic  processes  and  exulcerations  in  the  artificial  wounds  are 
idable. 

loer  of  the  bladder  is  always,  in  the  end,  aocompanied  by  ammo- 
ia.  Medullary  carcinoma  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  bladder  in- 
kcmorriiage,  and  thereby  decomposition  of  the  urine. 
Junical  obstructions  of  the  ureters,  or  destructive  diseases  of  the 
fs,  lead  either  to  ammoniemia  or  uraemia.  A  painful  anuria, 
iaes  relieved  by  copious  discharges  of  bloody  urine,  pain  and 
Dg  in  one  or  both  sides  of  the  abdomen,  indicate  the  primitive 
If  there  is  a  concretion,  the  ureter  becomes  dilated  above  and 
1  il,  the  walls  are  pushe<l  outward,  and  the  room  thus  made 
I  the  urine  to  pas8,  until  the  stone,  pressed  downward,  is  again 
d  ia.  Even  large  concrements  may,  in  this  way,  reach  the 
ir,  and  as  long  as  the  other  kidney  is  not  disturbed  in  its  func- 
thevs  is  not  much  danger.     A  continued  stagnation  of  the  urine 

pslYis  of  the  kidney  may,  however,  result  in  decomposition  and 
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resorption ;  that  is,  ammoniaemia.  Of  coarse,  death  may  ensue  witikm.- 
out  that, — for  instance,  as  a  consequence  of  anuria  and  nr8emia»  inoblE^ 
eration  of  the  ureter. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  kidneys  is  also  one  of  the  exciting  causes  of 
moniaemia.   How  far  abscesses  of  the  same  organs  may  have  the  sa: 
effect,  can  not  be  at  present  ascertained,  because  they  were  compli 
with  diseases  of  the  bladder,  wherever  observed  with  the  disease        in 
question.     The  kidneys  may  be  destroyed  by  extensive  ulceration, 
ing  in  death,  without  one  symptom  of  ammoniaemia.     Canoer  of 
kidneys  is  also  not  likely  to  produce  it. 

Another  form  of  ammoniasmia,  distinguished  by  a  very  rapid 
arises  from  the  decomposed  urine  penetrating  into  normal.tissues. 
may  happen,  for  instance,  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  periton 
by  ulcerative  rupture  of  the  urethra,  or  into  the  tissue  of  the  abdomlKail 
walls  after  puncture  of  the  bladder,  when  the  urine  was  in  a  stat»    of 
decomposition  in  consequence  of  previous  disease.     There  are  violent 
pains,  frequent  chills,  vamiting,  and  frequently  diarrhcea,  ending      JA 
sopor  and  death. 

The  senile  vesical  torpor  developes  itself,  without  any  demonstraTl'Ie 
morbid  affection  of  the  bladder  or  urethra,  in  persons  about,  or  beyo^ 
the  age  of  fifty.     The  circumstances  influ^cing  its  appearance  ft^ 
development,  are  not  always  easily  determined.     It  is  only  certain 
that  this  torpor  arises  either  from  insufficient  innervation  or  from  let^^ 
gressive  metamorphosis  and  fatty  degeneration  of  the  fibres  of  the  d^* 
trusor  muscle.     Patients  afflicted  with  this  trouble  can  not  pass  ih^^ 
urine  except  with  strong  abdominal  pressure,  and  then  only  in  a  8h^>^ 
and  interrupted  stream.     A  complete  evacuation  of  the  bladder,  if    ^^ 
can  be  effected  at  all,  requires  a  considerable  time.     With  the  torp^^^ 
advanced  to  a  moderate  degree,  there  remains  always  a  certain  quant^^^ 
of  urine  in  the  bladder,  although  the  patient  thinks  it  completely  emp 
Upon  strong  and  continued  pressure,  he  is  astonished  to  see  the  fl 
commence  again.     This  stagnant  quantity  of  urine  augments  in  pi^ 
portion  to  the  increasing  torpor,  and  frequently  forms  the  basis  of  — "^ 


or  chronic  vesical  catarrh.  Under  such  circumstances,  a  slight  col 
or  an  intentional  repression  of  urine,  are  often  sufficient  to  create  co 
plete  paralysis  of  the  bladder. 

This  paralysis  occasionally  occurs  as  a  symptom  in  other  di; 
for  instance,  typhoid  fever.     Here  it  happens  especially,  when  the 
science  is  disturbed,  the  sensibility  suppressed  and  the  muscles  w< 
ened  to  nearly  paralysis  ;  if  overlooked,  an  extensive  stagnation  of 
follows,  commonly  inducing  vomiting  in  spite  of  the  nnconsciousnei^ 
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This  emesifl  is  only  removed  by  evacnation  of  the  bladder,  by  means  of 
the  catheter.  Ammoniaemia  may  also  arise  during  typhoid  fever,  in 
conseqaence  of  other  morbid  processes  dependent  upon  the  fever,  for 
instance,  catarrh  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder,  or  croupous 
exsudation  on  its  internal  surface.  In  some  cases,  however,  these  con- 
ditions are  present,  without  exciting  any  symptom  of  ammoniaemia. 

Next  to  typhoid  fever,  acute  diseases  of  the  brain,  such  as  extensive 
meningitis  and  cerebritis,  induce,  not  unfrequently,  paralysis  of  the 
bladder.  A  careful  examination  here  always  prevents  the  development 
of  ammoniaemia.  But  this  can  not  so  easily  be  accomplished,  where 
the  paralysis  follows  diseases  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  appears  in 
association  with  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities. 

In  vesical  paralysis  of  a  peripheric  origin,  combined  with  cutaneous 
idynia,  from  suspended  innervation  of  the  detrusor  muscle,  I  have 
never  observed  any  symptom  of  ammoniaemia ;  but  this  disease  occa- 
nonally  appears  under  a  very  obstinate  form  in  conjunction  with  dys- 
entery.    Then  secale  comutum  is  the  remedy. 

In  all  these  remarks  there  is  nothing  particularly  new  ;  I  have  only 
collected  and  arranged  under  a  system,  what  was  well  known  to  Boer- 
liave,  Morgagni,  Van  Swieten,  Stoll,  Lentin,  P.  Frank,  Soemmering, 
tad  others.  That  they  explained  the  symptoms  they  observed  as  uri- 
Bary  metastases,  don't  matter. 

Although  it  was  not  my  purpose  to  give  a  complete  and  exhaust- 
ing delineation  of  the  disease,  I  will  add  a  few  conclusions  : 

1.  Ursemia  and  ammoniaemia  are  different  conditions,  producing,  in 
SUuiy  respects,  different  symptoms. 

2.  Both  appellations  point  merely  to  those  constituents  of  urine 
Whidi  mix  with  the  blood,  being  in  the  one  case  urea,  in  the  other  car- 
bonate of  ammonia.  There  may  be  in  the  blood,  besides  them,  some 
other  elements  of  urine. 

8.  Ammoniaemia  has  been  mentioned  and  described,  by  former  phy- 
^ieiaas,  under  the  names :  uroplania,  urodilyasis,  ischuria,  paralysis 
<^  the  bladder,  etc. 

4.  This  disease  may  result  either  in  direct  resorption  of  decomposed 
^traie  from  the  urinary  organs,  or  in  absorption  of  urea  changed  to 
carbonate  of  ammonia,  in  the  intestinal  canal. 

5.  Tlie  excretion  of  the  morbid  matter  thus  accumulating  in  the 
Vlood,  is  effected  by  exhalation  through  the  lungs,  the  skin,  and  the 

membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines. 


IT.— 28 


362  Correspondence.  [Ji 


t&nxxt%^nuAtutt. 


Boston,  Mass.,  May  8, 1861. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — There  is  much  enthusiasm  manifested  by 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  in  this  section  of  the  conntij ;  ani 
many  of  them  have  offered  their  services  to  the  Government  as  sur 
geons,  and  are  now  at  their  posts  of  duty  ;  while  many  others,  gentle 
men  of  long  professional  experience,  and  those  of  less  pretensions, 
ready  at  any  moment  to  respond  to  their  country's  call  daring 
unhappy  struggle  through  which  our  nation  is  now  passing. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Suifolk  District  Medical  Society  it  wi 

voted  unanimously  that  the  members  of  the  Society  will  fomisli  thei 

services  gratuitously  to  the  families  of  the  volunteers  called  into 
service  of  the  United  States. 

A  free  course  of  lectures  on  military  surgery  is  now  being  given  a^ 
the  Medical  College,  by  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  for  the  benefit  of 
who  may  wish  to  refresh  their  memories  upon  the  more  important 
surgical  operations  and  appliances,  incident  to  army  practice.  Seve- 
ral hundred  dollars  have  been  contributed  by  members  of  the  profes 
sion  in  this  city,  to  furnish  an  abundance  of  material  for  demonstration 
in  operative  surgery.  The  lectures  and  demonstrations  have 
largely  attended  by  physicians  and  students  from  both  the  city  an< 
country  towns.  The  course  will  be  of  practical  value  to  many  in  thei^ 
private  practice. 

Yesterday  Gov.  Andrews  appointed  a  board  of  medical  examiners  m 
consisting  of  Drs.  Haywai*d,  Ware,  Warren,  Cabot  and  Townsend  ^ 
who  will  eitamine  all  applicants,  desiring  to  enter  the  army  as  sor- 
geons,  before  they  can  receive  commissions  as  staff  officers.  This  will 
prevent  the  appointment  of  incompetent  and  irresponsible  persons. 

From  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Gheneral  Hos- 
pital  and  the  Insane  Asylum,  for  1860,  I  take  the  following  items. 
The  total  expenses  of  the  year  were  9110,329  ;  of  which  sum  967,750 
were  disbursed  for  the  Asylum  at  Somerville,  and  942,578  for  the 
Hospital  in  this  city.  The  receipts  were  94,567  more  than  the  expend- 
itures ;  but  this  is  owing  to  an  extra  dividend  of  915,000  received 
from  the  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company  :  otherwise  there  would 
have  been  a  deficit  of  910,432.  Of  the  receipts,  962,712  were  derived 
from  board  paid  for  patients  at  the  Asylum,  aUd  95,209  from  the  same 
source  at  the  Hospital. 
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Hiere  were  121  pfttients  admitted  to  tlie  Asylum  during  the  jetr ; 
89  were  discharged  well,  17  much  improved,  20  improved,  9  not  im- 
proved, and  24  died.  The  whole  number  under  treatment  was  296, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  year  189  remained  at  the  institution.  During 
the  same  period,  1240  medical  and  surgical  patients  were  admitted  to 
the  Hospital ;  698  were  discharged  well,  305  relieved,  73  not  relieved, 
89  not  treated,  and  121  died ;  136  remained  under  treatment  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  4271  out-patients  were  attended  during  the  year. 
The  report  of  Dr.  Tyler  is  an  interesting  and  instructive  paper.  We 
give  one  or  two  quotations  : 

"  Too  much  can  hardly  be  said  of  the  great  importance  of  an  earfy 
resort  to  proper  treatment  in  every  case  of  insanity.  No  instance  of 
decided  mental  obliquity  should  ever  be  considered  of  trifling  moment. 
As  the  brain  is  the  most  important  organ  of  the  human  system,  so  any 
indication  of  its  ill-working  should  be  regarded  with  serious  concern, 
and  reference  to  its  immediate  and  entire  correction.  It  should  be  un- 
derstood that  the  mischief  of  all  those  temporizing  expedients  and 
second-best  ways  commonly  resorted  to,  and  almost  never  with  benefit— 
such  as  supervision  at  home,  visiting  acquaintances,  traveling  with 
friends— does  not  consist  merely  in  a  loss  of  time  and  a  proportionate 
deferring  of  recovery,  nor  in  the  simple  aggravation  of  the  disorder 
to  a  more  protracted  yet  limited  disease,  but  in  this — that  to  these  ill 
results  is  superadded  the  fearful  one  of  irrecoverably  wasting  the 
period  in  which  the  disease  is  amenable  to  remedies,  and  fixing  the 
tact'of  its  incurability.  In  the  form  of  disease  which  is  of  a  melan- 
dioly  and  depressing  nature,  a  prompt  and  right  course  is  preeminent- 
ly important,  not  only  'for  me  reasons  above  given,  but  for  the 
tendency  to  self-destruction,  which  always  exists  in  such  cases.  The 
woful  experience  of  the  last  year  in  multiplied  instances  in  our  com- 
munity gives  greater  emphasis  to  this  consideration  than  any  words 
can  give." 

Among  the  genial  and  enlightened  expedients  resorted  to,  in  the 
treatment  of  this  class  of  invalids,  may  be  mentioned  the  following : 

"  As  many  of  the  family  as  could  safely  do  so,  have  visited  the 
difierent  places  of  interest  and  amusement  in  the  city.  The  Aquarial 
Gardens,  the  Picture  Gallery  of  the  Atheneum,  and  the  Mechanics' 
Fair  have  been  visited  with  great  satisfaction.  8ome  have  enjoyed 
the  Opera  and  the  Museum,  and  others  were  delighted  with  the  won- 
derful chorus  of  the  children  in  the  Music  Hall,  at  the  School  Festival 
and  the  Prince's  visit,  and  many  have  witnessed  the  various  military 
parades,  and  the  regattas  upon  the  neighboring  rivers.  In  their 
season.  Urge  sleighing  parties  have  been  made  up  and  followed  by 
festivities,  and  the  holidays  of  the  year  have,  as  usual,  been  celebrated 
by  social  gatherings  in  '  the  oval  room.'  " 

In  addition   to  the  above   sources  of  entertainment,  horses  and 

carriages,  for  rides  and  drives,  are  furnished ;  ball -playing,  billiards 
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and  bowling,  gymnastic  exercises^  lectures,  musical  enieitftiiiBieiita, 
suitable  books  and  periodicals,  etc.,  have  been  provided,  to  rmUmt  flu^^ 
wandering  reason  to  its  natural  domain. 

From  the  report  of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  I  learn  that  the  number" 
of  patients  treated  for  the  six  months  ending  April  1,  1861, 
'  6,821  ;  at  the  Central  Office,  8,068.     Medical  patients,  1,874— miki, 
459 ;    females,  759 ;  children  under  fifteen,  617.     Surgical  patioits, 
1,194 — males,  422 ;  females,  387  ;  children  under  fifteen,  485. 
treated  at  their  homes,  8,758 — ^males,  687  ;  females,  1,433  ;  childraiK^ 
1,688.     Discharged  cured  or  relieved,  8,499.     Entered  Hospital,  96      ^ 
Died,  117.    Number  of  prescriptions,  17,688.     Average  cost  of  each 
four  cents. 

The  Eighteenth  Registration  Report  of  Massachusetts  for  18&9  ha       •< 
been  received.     I  shall  give  you  an  analysis  of  it  in  a  future  letter. 

Our  State  Medical  Society  will  meet  in  this  city,  on  the  29th  m^f 
this  month.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  dispensed  with  this  year,  9^9 
the  Society  has  a  debt  to  liquidate.  b. 


•••  ■ 
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Hand-Book  for  the  Military  Surgeon:  being  a  Compendium  of  the  Duties  of  tk^ 
Medical  Officer  in  the  Field,  the  Sanitary  Management  of  the  Camp,  tb^ 
Preparation  of   Food,  etc.,  with    forms  for  the  requisition  for  supplietfv 
returns,    etc.,  the    Diagnosis   and    Treatment   of  Camp   Dysentery,  a&^ 
all  the  important  points  in  War  Surgery :  including  gunshot  wounds,  ampif 
tations,  wounds  of  the  chest,  abdomen,  arteries  and  head,  and  the  me  9^ 
chloroform.    By  Chas.  S.  Tripler,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Surgeon  United  States  Kimy^ 
and  Geo.  C.  Blackman,  M.D.,  F Jl.M.S.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  Iffedio^^ 
College  of  Ohio,  etc.     Cincinnati :  Robt.  Clarke  k  Co.,  Publishers,  65  Wer 
Fourth  Street.    1861.    Pp.  121. 

This  little  book  has  been  gotten  up  by  the  publishers  to  supply 
want  of  the  times.     It  is  divided  into  ten  chapters,  with  the  foUowii 
headings  :     Chap.  1.  Duties  of  the  Medical  Officer — Oiganization 
Field  Hospitals — ^Modes  of  Procuring  Supplies.      Chap.  2.  Militf 
Hygiene— Preservation  of  the  Health  of  Troops  in  Campaign.     Cb 
8.  Camp  Dysentery.     Chap.  4.  Of  the  General  History,  Cliaitt' 
and  Treatment  of  Gunshot  Wounds.     Chap.  5.  Amputations.     C) 
6.  Wounds  of  the  Chest.     Chap.  7.    Wounds   of  the    Abdoi 
Chap.  8.  Wounds  of  the  Head.     Chap.  9.  Wounds  of  the  Artf 
Chap.  10.  On  the  Use  of  Chloroform. 
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Our  readers  will  be  able  to  form  a  very  good  opinion  of  ibe  scope 
of  the  book.  To  tbe  well-read  pbjsician,  and  sound  practitioner, 
there  is  not  mncb,  if  anytbing,  new  in  it.  It,  however,  only  professes 
to  be  a  compendium.  It  conveys  on  almost  every  page  tbe  impression 
that  there  is  little  for  tbe  medical  man  to  do  in  tbe  army  but  to  treat 
wonnds,  and  perform  operations.  A  single  exception  to  this  remark 
is  found  in  tbe  chapter  on  Camp  Dysentery. 

M.  Scrive  ''  tells  us  that  in  tbe  late  Russian  War  809,268  was  the 
grand  total  of  men  of  all  arms  sent  from  tbe  shores  of  France  to  tbe 
Eaat,  of  whom  not  less  than  200,000  entered  tbe  ambulances  or  army 
hospitals ;  of  these  only  50,000  were  entered  for  tooundsy  while  150,000 
were  admitted  for  diseases  of  one  kind  or  another,  mostly  fevers  and 
dysentery." 

%  Again :  Dr.  Lyons,  of  Dublin,  Chief  Pathologist  to  the  British 
Anny  in  the  Crimea,  in  bis  recent  work  on  Fever,  uses  tbe  following 
language :  "  A  complete  and  thorough  education  in  the  pathology  and 
therapeutics  of  Fever  constitutes,  in  my  mind,  the  first  and  most 
essential  requirement  of  tbe  Medical  Officer." 

We  do  not,  however,  condemn  this  little  book.  No  doubt  some  of 
thoee  who  bold  the  responsible  post  of  Medical  Officer  to  the  troops, 
wiQ  be  benefitted  by  its  perusal. 

We  must  not  forget  to  say  that  the  mechanical  execution  of  tbe 
work  reflects  credit  on  its  publishers. 

For  sale  by  Robt.  Clarke  <k  Co.,  Fourth  Street.     Price  81.00. 


«4  TnaiUe  on  Fever :  or  Selections  from  a  Courte  of  Lectures  on  Fever.  Being  a 
|art  of  a  Course  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  deliyered  by  Robert 
D.  Ltovs,  K.C.C,  etc.,  etc.,  Physician  to  Jeryis  Street  Hospital,  etc.,  etc., 
late  Pathologist-in-Chief  to  the  British  Army  in  the  Crimea,  etc.,  etc. 
Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea.     1861.    Pp.  862. 

Many  may  ask  the  question.  Is  there  a  necessity  for  another  work 
*  Ferer  ?  Tbe  author  was  induced  to  publish  this  book  for  the 
P'irpoie,  he  tells  us,  of  bringing  "  within  the  reach  of  tbe  student  and 
i^^or  practitioner,  in  a  convenient  form,  tbe  more  recent  results  of 
"^uiries  into  tbe  pathology  and  therapeutics  of  this  formidable  class 
^  ^Useases."  In  tbe  list  of  contents,  we  find  :  Chap.  1.  Devoted  to 
^"^iwal  Considerations.  Chap.  2.  General  Pathology  of  Fever, 
^^Wp.  8.    Classification   of   Fevers.     Chap.   4.    Simple    Continued 

■^^eii.     Chap.  5.   Varieties  of  Synocbal  Fever.     Chap.  6.  Typhus 

™^^w.   Chap.  7.  Typhoid  Fever.    Chap.  8.  Typhoid  Fever  of  Crimea. 

^^p.  9.  Yellow  Fever.     Chap.  10.  Pathological  Anatomy  of  Yellow 

"^*^rer.    Chap.  11.  Yellow  Fever  in  Lisbon. 
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and  bowling,  gymnastic  exercises^  lectures,  musical  entertainments, 
suitable  books  and  periodicals,  etc.,  have  been  provided,  to  restore  the 
wandering  reason  to  its  natural  domain. 

From  tbe  report  of  tbe  Boston  Dispensary,  I  learn  that  the  nmnber 
of  patients  treated  for  the  six  months  ending  April  1,  1861,  was 
'6,821  ;  at  the  Central  Office,  8,068.  Medical  patients,  1,874— males, 
459 ;  females,  759 ;  children  under  fifteen,  617.  Surgical  patients, 
1,194 — males,  422 ;  females,  887  ;  children  under  fifteen,  485.  Patients 
treated  at  their  homes,  8,758 — ^males,  687  ;  females,  1,483  ;  children, 
1,688.  Discharged  cured  or  relieved,  8,499.  Entered  Hospital,  96. 
Died,  117.  Number  of  prescriptions,  17,688.  Average  cost  of  each, 
four  cents. 

The  Eighteenth  Registration  Report  of  Massachusetts  for  1859  has 
been  received.     I  shall  give  you  an  analysis  of  it  in  a  future  letter. 

Our  State  Medical  Society  will  meet  in  this  city,  on  the  29th  of 
this  month.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  dispensed  with  this  year,  as 
the  Society  has  a  debt  to  liquidate.  B. 
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Hand-Book  for  the  Military  Surgeon:  being  a  Compendium  of  the  Duties  of  the 
Medical  Officer  in  the  Field,  the  Sanitary  Management  of  the  Camp,  tlie 
Preparation  of  Food,  etc.,  with  forms  for  the  requisition  for  suppliea, 
returns,  etc.,  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Camp  Dysentery,  and 
all  the  important  points  in  War  Surgery :  including  gunshot  wounds,  ampu- 
tations, wounds  of  the  chest,  abdomen,  arteries  and  head,  and  the  use  of 
chloroform.  By  Chas.  S.  Tripler,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Surgeon  United  States  Annj, 
and  Geo.  C.  Blackman,  M.D.,  F.R.M.S.,  Prof  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio,  etc.  Cincinnati :  Robt.  Clarke  k  Co.,  Publishers,  56  W«t 
Fourth  Street.    1861.    Pp.  121. 

This  little  book  has  been  gotten  up  by  the  publishers  to  supply  s 
want  of  the  times.     It  is  divided  into  ten  chapters,  with  the  following 
headings :     Chap.  1.  Duties  of  the  Medical  Officer — Organization  of 
Field  Hospitals — Modes  of  Procuring  Supplies.      Chap.   2.  Militaiy 
Hygiene— Preservation  of  the  Health  of  Troops  in  Campaign.     CIu^« 
3.  Camp  Dysentery.     Chap.  4.  Of  the  GJeneral  History,  Charade^ 
and  Treatment  of  Gunshot  Wounds.     Chap.  5.  Amputations.     Chaj^— 
6.  Wounds  of  the  Chest.     Chap.  7.    Wounds  of  the    Abdomel*'- 
Chap.  8.  Wounds  of  the  Head.    Chap.  9.  Wounds  of  the  Arterial  ' 
Chap.  10.  On  the  Use  of  Chloroform. 


1861.]  Beviews  and  ybtices.  865 

Our  readers  will  be  able  to  form  a  very  good  opinion  of  the  scope 
of  the  book.  To  the  well-read  physician,  and  sound  practitioner, 
there  is  not  mnch,  if  anything,  new  in  it.  It,  however,  only  professes 
to  be  a  compendium.  It  conveys  on  almost  every  page  the  impression 
tliat  there  is  little  for  the  medical  man  to  do  in  the  army  but  to  treat 
wonnds,  and  perform  operations.  A  single  exception  to  this  remark 
ia  foimd  in  the  chapter  on  Camp  Dysentery. 

M.  Scrive  <'  tells  us  that  in  the  late  Russian  War  809,268  was  the 
grand  total  of  men  of  all  arms  sent  from  the  shores  of  France  to  the 
East,  of  whom  not  less  than  200,000  entered  the  ambulances  or  army 
hospitals ;  of  these  only  50,000  were  entered  for  wounds ,  while  150,000 
were  admitted  for  diseases  of  one  kind  or  another,  mostly  fevers  and 
dysentery." 

•  Again :  Dr.  Lyons,  of  Dublin,  Chief  Pathologist  to  the  British 
Army  in  the  Crimea,  in  his  recent  work  on  Fever,  uses  the  following 
langaage :  "  A  complete  and  thorough  education  in  the  pathology  and 
therapeutics  of  Fever  constitutes,  in  my  mind,  the  first  and  most 
esaential  requirement  of  the  Medical  Officer." 

We  do  not,  however,  condemn  this  little  book.  No  doubt  some  of 
thoee  who  hold  the  responsible  post  of  Medical  Officer  to  the  troops, 
will  be  benefitted  by  its  perusal. 

We  must  not  forget  to  say  that  the  mechanical  execution  of  the 
work  reflects  credit  on  its  publishers. 

For  sale  by  Robt.  Clarke  <k  Co.,  Fourth  Street.     Price  81.00. 


A  TnaiiMe  on  Fever :  or  Selections  from  a  Oottrte  of  Lectures  on  Fever.  Being  a 
part  of  a  Course  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  deliyered  by  Robert 
D.  Ltovs,  K.C.C,  etc.,  etc.,  Physician  to  Jeryis  Street  Hospital,  etc.,  etc., 
Late  Pathologist-in-Chief  to  the  British  Army  in  the  Crimea,  etc.,  etc. 
FkilMlelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea.     1861.    Pp.  862. 

Hany  may  ask  the  question,  Is  there  a  necessity  for  another  work 

^  Perer  ?    The   author  was  induced  to  publish  this  book  for  the 

Po»poee,  he  tells  us,  of  bringing  "  within  the  reach  of  the  student  and 

imuor  practitioner,  in  a  convenient  form,  the  more  recent  results  of 

'''^^iries  into  the  pathology  and  therapeutics  of  this  formidable  class 

^  ^Ueaaes."     In  the  list  of  contents,  we  find  :  Chap.  1.  Devoted  to 

fML^*^**^   Considerations.     Chap.    2.    General    Pathology   of   Fever» 

I^^^I>.  3.    Classification   of   Fevers.     Chap.   4.    Simple    Continued 

U^^^^'^Ts.     Chap.  5.   Varieties  of  8ynochal  Fever.     Chap.  6.  Typhus 

^         Chap.  7.  Typhoid  Fever.   Chap.  8.  Typhoid  Fever  of  Crimea. 

9.  Yellow  Fever.     C'hap.  10.  Pathological  Anatomy  of  Yellow 

Chap.  11.  Yellow  Fever  in  Lisbon. 
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We  do  not  find  anything  very  new  in  the  book.  The  anthor  if 
evidently  a  soimd  pathologist,  and  like  all  of  the  Dublin  School,  an 
able  practitioner.  For  the  student  and  young  practitioner,  it  will  be 
read  with  profit. 

For  sale  by  George  8.  Blanchardi  Fourth  Street.    Price  92.00, 


An  E»9ay  on  the  Remote  and  J^oximate  €ktuie$  qf  MiatmoHe  Fever,  By  C  A, 
LoQAN,  M.]>.  Published  by  order  of  the  Leayenworth  Medical  and  Sorgioil 
Society. 

This  is  a  very  interesting  essay,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the 
author.  He  has  been  a  great  sufferer  from  miasmatic  fever,  and  hai 
enjoyed  a  large  practice  in  Indiana  and  Kansas  where  miasmatic 
diseases  prevail.  We  have  not  room  for  the  many  passages  which 
struck  us,  in  reading  it.  The  cause  of  miasmatic  fever,  according  to 
the  author,  is  dependent  on  **  imperfect  oxygenation.**  Very  strong 
arguments  are  sketched,  and  striking  facts  adduced  to  show  that  vege- 
table decomposition  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  in  the  production  of 
what  are  called  periodic  or  malarial  fevers.  Periodicity  is  no  proof» 
he  tells  us,  of  their  miasmatic  origin.  He  claims  that  periodicity  is 
a  physiological  function  of  the  nervous  system.  We  commend  this 
essay  to  those  of  our  readers  interested  in  the  subject,  as  well  worthy 
of  careful  reading.  The  author  will,  doubtless,  be  happy  to  send  a 
copy  to  any  one  who  may  desire  it. 


n  ••• 
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JfUitary  Surgeons,  - —  We  very  much  fear  that  the  soldiers,  in  lU 
parts  of  the  country,  will  suffer,  in  spite  of  Medical  Boards  to  examino 
the  qualifications  of  those  surgeons  who  will  have  charge  of  thenu 
We  opine  that  the  most  of  those  who  are  seeking  place  in  the  medical 
staff,  labor  under  the  belief  that  the  greatest  part  of  their  work  will  bo 
surgical.     This  is  a  great  mistake,  as  all  have  learned  who  have  Tea3> 
the  medical  records  of  the  Crimean  and  Italian  campaigns.     No  ma^ 
should  be  appointed  a  surgeon,  or  mate,  who  is  not  an  excellent  patho'' 
legist  and  good  therapeutist.     For  every  amputation  or  minor  oper*''^ 
tion,  as  the  ligating  of  arteries  or  dressing  of  fractures,  he  will  haY^ 
ten  cases  of  fever,  pneumonia,  erysipelas,  and  dysentery  to  treat     W^ 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  surgical  qualifications  have  been  mor^ 
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looked  to  than  the  medical.  If  so,  God  help  the  sick  soldiers,  for  the 
ffurgeona,  we  fear,  can  not.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  na  to  say,  that 
to  be  a  good  snrgeon,  one  must  be  a  good  physician.  Physical  diag* 
noeia,  pathology,  clinical  experience,  and  pathological  anatomy,  are  all 
a  9me  qua  ncn  for  him  who  essays  to  be  a  surgeon.  Let  ns  hope  that 
we  may  be  mistaken  as  to  the  qualifications  of  those  who  are  now  serv- 
ing in  the  various  regiments. 


Jfedieal  Appcintmenia  to  the  Ohio  RegimenU  of  Volunteers, — ^The 
Boaid  of  Medical  Examiners,  composed  of  Profs.  J.  R.  Hamilton, 
Whiting,  and  Blackman,  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  examine 
applicants  for  the  places  of  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates  to  the  volun- 
teers furnished  by  the  8tate  to  the  General  Government,  held  its  first 
meeting  in  Columbus,  April  29th.  The  Board  adopted  the  rule  that 
no  person  could  be  examined  for  surgeon  who  had  not  a  diploma  from 
a  regular  school,  and  practiced  ten  years  ;  five  years'  practice  was  re- 
quired of  the  candidates  for  surgeons'  mate.  The  examination  was 
made  by  written  questions  and  answers.  The  following  were  recom- 
mended after  the  first  examination,  for  surgeons  :  C.  E.  Boyle,  M.D., 
Columbus  ;  J.  A.  Coons,  M.D.,  Dayton ;  O.  Ferris,  M.D.,  Upper 
Sandusky ;  J.  F.  Gabriel,  M.D.,  Piqua ;  J.  A.  Kyle,  M.D.,  Xenia ; 
H.  M.  HcAbee,  M.D.,  Canton  ;  C.  8.  Muscroft,  M.D.,  Cincinnati ; 
J.  D.  Robinson,  M.D.,  Wooster ;  Benj.  Tappan,  M.D.,  Steubenville ; 
8.  D.  Tnmey,  M.D.,  Circleville  ;  8.  Loving,  M.D.,  Columbus. 

Smgeons*  Mates:  E.  D.  Hill,  M.D.,  Oxford;  R.  Wirth,  M.D., 
Mboa :  F.  W.  Ames,  M.D.,  Cincinnati ;  W.  Z.  Gett,  M.D.,  Colum- 
Vqs  ;  B.  Sexton,  M.D.,  Cincinnati ;  John  B.  Rice,  M.D.,  Fremont ; 
W.  K.  Shrift,  M.D.,  Putnam  Co. ;  C.  H.  Swain,  M.D.,  Toledo  ;  H. 
H.  Seyes,  M.D.,  Springfield ;  F.  Salter,  M.D.,  Fayette  Co. ;  D.  S. 
roaog,  M.D.,  Cincinnati;  F.  D.  Morris,  M.D.,  Hamilton. 

At  the  second  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  in  Columbus  May  10th, 

^  following  gentlemen  were   recommended  for  surgeons :    C.    A. 

^'^^arta wilder,  M.D.,   Ironton ;   Douglas  Day,  M.D.,  Zanesville ; 

y*  l«-  Meyer,  M.D.,  Cleveland ;  B.  B.  Brasher,  M.D.,  Canal  Dover; 

^'  ^.  Ames,  M.D.,  Orrville. 

^  ^^ttgeons*  Mates  :  W.  C.  Daniels,  M.D.,  Toledo  ;  T.  J.  Cleveland, 
^•^-,  CleveUnd;  W.  H.  Drury,  M.D.,  Columbus;  C.  F.  Denig, 
^**^«»  Grove  City;  C.  J.  BellowS;  M.D.,  Jeiferson ;  J.  M.  Morrow, 
^  ^>..  Mansfield. 

*^^.  McDermont,  of  Dayton,  McMeens,  of  Sandusky,  and  McMillen, 
^olumbua,  were  appointed  by  the  Governor  before  the  assembling 
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of  the  Medical  Board.  They  are  well  qualified.  Drs.  J.  D.  Webb,  of 
Cincinnati,  Willson,  of  Sidney,  and  Greenleaf,  of  Cinciniiatiy  wen 
also  appointed  Snrgeons'  Mates  at  the  same  time  by  the  GloYemor. 

At  present,  Drs.  McDermont  and  Webb  are  serving  with  the  Sec- 
ond i-egiment ;  Drs.  McMillen  and  Wilson,  with  the  First ;  Drs.  R.  R. 
McMeens  and  Seyes,  with  the  Third  ;  Drs.  McAbee  and  Gantwell  with 
the  Fourth ;  Drs.  Ball  and  Greenleaf,  with  the  Fifth ;  Drs.  Loying 
and  Ames,  with  the  Sixth ;  Drs.  Gushing  and  Salter,  with  the  Sev- 
enth ;  Drs.  Tappan  and  Sexton,  with  the  Eighth ;  Drs.  Mascroft  and 
Wirth,  with  the  Ninth ;  Drs.  Boyle  and  Rice,  with  the  Tenth ;  Dw. 
Gabriel  and  Hill,  with  the  Eleventh ;  Drs.  Holmes  and  Swain,  with 
the  Twelfth:  Drs.  Turney  and  Shrift,  with  the  Thirteenth;  Drs. 
Goons  and  Young,  with  the  Fourteenth  ;  Drs.  Ferris  and  Drury,  with 
the  Fifteeiith ;  Drs.  Robinson  and  Denig,  with  the  Sixteenth ;  Drs. 
Kyle  and  Gleveland,  with  the  Seventeenth ;  Drs.  Schwartzwilder  and 
Mowry,  with  the  Eighteenth ;  Drs.  Brasher  and  Morris,  with  the 
Nineteenth ;  Drs.  Hill  and  Bellows,  with  the  Twentieth ;  Drs.  W. 
W.  Ames  and  Daniels,  with  the  Twenty-first ;  Dr.  Douglas,  with  the 
Twenty-second. 

The  Financial  Troubles  and  embarrassments  of  the  country  can  not 
fail  to  seriously  affect  the  medical  journals.  Very  few  medical 
journals  are  a  source  of  pecuniary  profit  to  their  proprietors  ;  hence  in 
a  crisis  like  the  present,  they  must  materially  suffer.  Our  readers  and 
patrons  should  bear  this  in  mind.  The  subscriptions  are  small  in 
amount,  individually,  and  can  be  borne  without  serious  hardship  eves 
in  the  tightest  times  ;  in  the  aggregate  they  constitute  our  life-blood. 
We  must  therefore  exhort  our  friends  in  these  times  of  excitement  and 
trouble,  all  the  more  specially  to  bear  us  in  mind.  We  can  not  retrendi 
our  expenses.  Our  printer's  bill  goes  right  ahead  just  the  same  as  in 
the  most  prosperous  times  ;  our  paper  maker  comes  in  regularly  with 
his  claim. 


The  State  Medical  Society  of  Indiana. — ^This  Society  held  its  annual 
session  at  Indianapolis  on  the  21  st  and  22d  of  May.  We  were  not 
present,  but  learn  that  the  attendance  was  good,  most  of  the  papers 
read  being  both  didactic  and  suggestive,  and  the  discussions  animat^^ 
and  edifying.  The  address  of  the  retiring  President,  Dr.  Woodwortl*  * 
of  Fort  Wayne,  is  represented  as  a  scholarly  production,  giving  i  •^ 
sharp  outlines  practical  medicine  as  it  is  and  as  it  ought  to  be.  Alto  ' 
ether  there  appears  to  have  been  a  pleasant  and  profitable  time. 
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The  Oglethorpe  {Saoannah)  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. —  The 
April  number  of  this  joamal  comes  to  hand  witih  tihe  name  of  J.  G. 
C.  Blackburn,  M.D.,  Professor  in  the  Oglethorpe  Medical  College, 
associated  in  the  editorial  management.  We  welcome  Dr.  Blackburn 
to  the  fraternity,  wishing  him  all  the  joys  without  the  annoyances  in- 
cident to  bb  new  position.  By  the  way,  we  observe  a  large  portion  of 
the  editorial  department  of  this  number  of  the  Oglethorpe  Joumad  is 
deToted  to  a  hash  of  political  twaddle  on  the  national  troubles.  We 
tliink  all  such  demonstrations  are  in  exceedingly  bad  taste,  to  say  the 
lettst.  We  think  it  highly  proper  that  doctors — ilnd  editorial  doctors, 
if  you  please — ^have  their  political  proclivities  as  firmly  fixed  and 
deeply  rooted  as  other  men ;  but  there  is  a  time  and  place  for  all 
things,  and  to  give  a  prominent  place  in  a  respectable  scientific  journal 
to  the  flash  politics  of  the  day— even  if  it  be  an  argument  for  the 
Sonthem  Confederacy — is  about  as  sensible  as  to  introduce  the  same 
matter  in  a  proposition  of  Euclid,  or  the  — 7^  of  Bonnycastle. 


TVtifteff   of  the    Commercial  Hospital. — The  following  gentlemen 

constitute  the  Board  of  Trustees,  under  the  new  law,  reorganizing  the 

Commercial  Hospital :  Dr.  D.  Judkins  and  Mr.  Mayer,  appointed  by 

the  Sopeiior  Court ;  Dr.  J.  J.  Quinn  and  Alex.  Long,  Esq.,  appointed 

hy  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  N.   W.  Thomas,  Esq.,  by  the 

Qoremor ;  Gko.  Hatch,  Mayor  of  the  City,  and  Mr.  Lindeman,  the 

oldest  member  of  the  Board  of  City  Infirmary,  constituting  the  other 

two.    The  Board  has  held  two  meetings,  and  are  engaged  in  drawing 

«p  roles  and  regulations  for  the  Hospital. 


The  Pattern  Doctor's   Wife. — Dr.  Gardner,  in  his  eulogy  on  the 
l»te  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  thus  speaks  of  the  Doctor's  wife:  "  That 
^-  Francis  achieved  all  that  he  did,  is  in  no  small  degree  owing  to 
™^  opportunity  afforded  for  the  expansion  of  his  genius,  by  the  free- 
dom from  domestic  cares,  by  the  methodical  disposition  of  household 
***tter8,  by  the  relief  from  many  of  the  annoyances,  petty  vexations, 
^^  liarassing  disturbances  incident  to  the  life  of  a  practicing  physi- 
^***-     She  it  was  who  attended  to  the  innumerable  callers  desirous  of 
j^**     Doctor's    signature   to   petitions,    influence   with    parties,   mere 
gers,  aiming  only  to  pass  off  their  vacant  hours  agreeably.     She 
^ed  bis  professional  calls,  arranged  his  numerous  consultations, 
^""^mbcred  the  ages  of  the  children  in  his  practice,  provided  virus, 
^  •aw  that  they  were  duly  vaccinated.     She  attende<l  to  the  nightly 
"  •,  thus  preventing  the  exposure  which,  to  the  Doctor,  was  so  apt  to 
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be  followed  by  most  serious  laryngitis.  I  have  necessarily  alluded  to 
these  facts,  because  to  them  the  Doctor  owed  so  much  of  the  time 
which  he  used  to  such  good  purpose,  and  because  it  seemed  due  to  pay 
a  passing  tribute  to  the  exemplaiy,  devoted,  genial,  beloved  wonuuiy 
the  pattern  doctor's  wife." 

Oodey's  Lady*B  Book  continues  to  reach  us  with  the  most  desirable 
punctuality,  and  with  the  same  abundance  of  good  things  for  the  eye 
of  the  ladies.  The  June  number  is  already  on  our  table,  with  beanti- 
fol  engravings,  patterns  and  designs.  The  price  is  98  per  annmn  to 
single  subscribers,  2  copies  for  95,  and  5  copies  for  910.  It  stands  at 
the  head  of  this  class  of  publications,  and  is  safe  for  any  domestic 
circle. 


PhysiciaiM  in  the  United  States. — According  to  the  NashmUe  Medi- 
cat  Journal,  the  number  of  physicians  in  the  United  States  amounts  to 
40,481.  In  Massachusetts  there  is  one  physician  to  605  inhabitants ; 
in  New  York,  one  to  611 ;  in  Pennsylvania,  one  to  561 ;  in  North 
Carolina,  one  to  802  ;  in  Ohio,  one  to  465 ;  in  Maine,  one  to  884 ;  in 
California,  one  to  860. 


Casseirs  lUustrated  Family  Bible.— P&rtB  29  and  80  of  this  beautifiil 
serial  have  been  received  at  this  Office.  They  embrace  the  concluaioa 
of  Proverbs,  Ecclesiastes,  Solomon's  Song  and  part  of  Isaiah.  The 
whole  is  profusely  illustrated,  and  the  wonder  is  how  the  publishm 
can  afford  thirty-two  pages  of  such  illustrated  matter  at  the  low  prioo 
of  fifteen  cents. 

Casseirs  Popular  Natural  History  is  another  illustrated  serial  from 
the  same  publishers — ^the  parts  issued  monthly  at  the  same  low  rates. 
Part  25  begins  vol.  iii.,  giving  the  History  of  Birds.  These  attractive 
publications  are  from  Messrs.  Cassell,  Pettet  &  Galpin,  87  Park 
Bow,  New  York. 


The  Savannah  Journal  of  Medicine. — This  journal  has  taken  its 
place  as  a  monthly  of  forty  pages,  instead  of  a  bi-monthly.  Dr. 
Alfred  B.  Tucker,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Savannah  school^ 
assisted  by  Prof.  R.  D.  Arnold,  of  the  same  school^  are  the  editors. 
We  wish  them  success. 


A  New  Book  on  Military  Surgery,  by  Prof.  Frank  H.  Hamilton, 
embracing  his  recent  lectures,  is  in  press  by  the  Bailliires,  of  New 
York,  and  will  be  issued  in  a  few  days. 
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Dr.  Q.  8.  Walker,  having  become  a  Homoeopath,  has  been  ex- 
pelled from- the  St.  Lonis  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  N.  R.  Mosely,  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  elected  an  honorary 

member  of  the  Ophthalmic  Society  of  Paris. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  gentlemen  received  the  degree  of 

ILD.,  in  the  University  of  Louisiana,  March  20th. 

—burgeon  Clement  A.  Finley  has  been  appointed  Surgeon-Gene- 
ral U.S.A.,  in  place  of  Surgeon  Thos.  Lawson,  deceased. 

—Dr.  Thomas  W.  Colescott,  of  Louisville,  has  been  appointed 
physician  to  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  located  in  that  city. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Benedict  has  been  elected  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 

Physiology,  and  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  in  the  proposed 
Dental  College  of  New  Orleans. 

^At  the  Commencement  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Univer- 

ai^  of  the  Pacific,  at  San  Francisco,  April  14th,  the  degree  of  M.D. 
was  conferred  on  six  candidates. 

Dr.  McPheeters,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical  and 

Smwgieol  Journal^  and  physician  to  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital,  having 
resigned.  Dr.  Hammer  has  been  appointed  his  successor. 

^Dr.  Ralph  N.  Isham,  Professor  of  Surgical  Anatomy  and  Ope- 
rations of  Surgery  in  the  medical  department  of  Lind  University,  has 
been  appointed  surgeon  to  the  Marine  Hospital  at  Chicago. 

»*>The  annual  meeting  of  the  Associations  of  Medical  Superinten* 
dents  of  American  Institutions  for  the  Insane,  which  was  to  have 
been  held  on  the  11th  June,  has  been  postponed  for  one  year. 

— ^Ihe  late  Dr.  Edward  Rigby,  of  London,  left  all  of  his  books  on 
midwifery  and  the  diseases  of  women  and  children,  amounting  to  two 
hmidred  and  twenty  volumes,  to  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London. 

— -At  the  Commencement  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  held  in 

Wtimore,  March  2,  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  sixty-one 

^•'^idates.     The  Hippocratic  oath  was  administered  by  Prof.  N.  R. 

^Vkitii  to  each  of  the  graduates,  and  the  Valedictory  was  delivered  by 

^^*  Hammond. 

.  ** — ^We  are  happy  to  announce  that  Dr.  Alexander  Ingram,  of  this 

Jv.  m  graduate  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  late  Resident 

/•ifrian  in  the  Commercial  Hospital,  has  passed  the  army  board 

fitting  in  New  York,  and  has  been  commissioned  by  the  Secre- 

^^    of  War.     The  board  \h  still  in  session,  and  will   continue  the 

i  nation  until  thirty  gentlemen  are  found  qualified  for  the  place  of 

\Jki  sni^on.     We  have  already  announced  the  mode  of  appli- 

^^^  to  be  made  by  those  wishing  to  go  before  the  board. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  of  tbe 

15tli  May,  Dr.  T.  G.  Thomas  was  prevented  from  reading  the  minutes, 
in  consequence  of  a  disturbance  arising  from  a  charge  made  against 
him  of  entertaining  traitorous  sentiments  towards  the  Federal  Qoyem- 
ment. — Medical  Times, 

We  learn  from  a  private  letter  that  our  friend  Dr.  C.  A.  Login, 

of  Leavenworth  City,  lost  his  entire  library,  instruments  and  cabinet 
by  fire  a  short  time  since.  This  is  a  great  loss,  and  can  only  be  appre- 
ciated by  those  who,  like  Dr.  Logan,  are  students,  and  delight  in  a 
large,  well  selected  library.  We  understand  he  had  the  best  and 
largest  library  west  of  St.  Louis. 

^Prof.  A.  B.  Palmer,  in  a  letter  to  the  editors  of  the  Chicago  Med' 

iced  Examiner,  says  that  the  legislature  of  Michigan  at  its  recent  ses- 
sion did  not  pass  a  law  requiring  the  establishment  of  a  chair  of 
Homoeopathy  in  the  medical  department  of  the  State  University  of 
Michigan.  .We  are  heartily  rejoiced  to  know  this.  It  seems,  from 
Prof.  P.'s  letter,  that  a  member  of  the  legislature,  formerly  a  professor 
in  the  Eclectic  concern  in  Cincinnati,  introduced  a  bill  into  the  lower 
house  to  establish  a  chair  of  Homoeopathy,  but  it  was  lost. 

We  have  heard  much  said  by  several  members  of  the  profession 

in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  Surgeon-General  and  Medicsl 
Director  of  the  State  Army,  by  Gov.  Dennison.  It  is  believed  tiiat 
there  are  many  gentlemen  residents  and  natives  of  the  State,  who  were 
entitled  to  the  place,  and  who  would  have  performed  the  duties  accept- 
ably. It  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  same  reasons  which  induced  the 
Governor  to  send  to  New  York  City  for  tent  poles,  operated  on  him 
to  send  to  Arkansas  for  a  Surgeon -General.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  tbe 
profession  will  make  a  note  of  this  indignity,  for  future  action. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  having  grant- 
ed the  use  of  the  Marine  Hospital  to  Dr.  W.  H.  Mussey,  for  the  tteat- 
nient  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  the  army  at  Camp  Dennison,  near  Cin- 
cinnati, he  is  now  fitting  it  up.  He  will  be  assisted  by  the  following 
physicians  :  Drs.  C.  L.  Avery,  J.  F.  White,  W.  Clendenin,  and  J. 
A.  Murphy.  Tlie  citizens  also  are  contributing  largely.  A  board  of 
ladies  have  been  appointed  by  Dr.  Mussey,  to  superintend  the  nursing 
and  care  of  the  soldiers.  It  is  the  intention  to  instruct  and  prepare 
ladies  for  nurses  for  the  army.  We  understand  that  Major  GJeneral 
McClollan  has  signified  his  approval  of  the  entire  plan. 

A  board  of  medical  officers  will  convene  at  the  United  States 

Naval  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on  June  1,  for  the  examination  of 
candidates  for  admission  to  the  medical  corps  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
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States.  8.  Barrington,  M.D.,  John  Lockwood,  M.D.,  C.  H.  Wheel- 
wright, M.D.,  and  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  John  Y.  Taylor  compose 
the  board.  Gentlemen  desiring  permission  to  appear  before  the  board 
most  make  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  their  resi- 
dence, place  and  date  of  birth,  accompanied  with  respectable  testimo- 
nials of  moral  character.  Candidates  are  eligible  between  the  ages 
twenty-one  and  twenty -five.  The  vacancies  in  the  grade  of  assistant 
smgeon  are  numerous.  Under  the  new  order  for  enlarging  the  navy, 
thirty-nine  places  are  to  be  filled.  This  affords  an  unusual  opportu- 
nity for  well-qualified  young  men. 
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PRKFARID   BT  0.  ▲.  HARTMANN,  X.D. 


PRACTICAL   MEDICINE. 


1.  Chmt  and  Sheumatism. — These  two  diseases  are,  in  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Leclave,  of  the  same  nature,  are  often  united  to  form  one,  and 
are  cored  by  the  same  treatment,  slightly  modified.  They  are  but  two 
Tftriedes  of  the  same  species,  and  occur  either  hereditary  or  acquired, 
in  both  cases  rapidly  becoming  constitutional.  We  should  commence 
with  internal  treatment,  attacking  the  gouty  or  rhcumatismal  element 
hy  means  of  this  syrup  :  Qr  Alcoholic  extracts  of  aconite,  digitalis, 
and  peppermint,  of  each  eight  grains  ;  aqueous  extract  of  persicaria, 
grains  ;  distilled  water,  enough  to  dissolve  them ;  syrup  of 
Aiabic,  ten  ounces.  Take  a  tcaspoonful  morning,  noon  and 
n^ltt,  in  a  glass  of  gum-water.  This  dose,  however,  ought  to  be  mod- 
ified according  to  the  case.  The  external  treatment  has  for  its  object 
the  mitigation  of  pain,  a  symptom  in  these  diseases,  and  the  disper- 
sion of  the  swelling  and  oedema.  For  that  purpose,  the  following 
lotion  is  uaed  :  Qr  Tinctures  of  ground  ivy,  squill,  and  peppermint,  of 
emdi  two  ounces  and  a  half ;  tincture  of  belladonna,  two  ounces.  A 
compress  impregnated  with  this  fluid  should  be  wrapped  around  the 
•flawed  parts.  In  the  more  grave  cases,  the  tinctures  of  ground  ivy 
and  belladonna  can  be  increased,  and  the  dose  diminished  again  when 
the  pain  disappears. — Joum.  de  Ckem,'M6d.  ;  Southern  Medical  and 
Smrpeal  Journal. 

fi^cchanne  of  colchicum,  meaning  lump  sugar  saturated  with  the 
Creak  juice  of  the  flowers  of  colchicum  autumnale,  has  been  ascertained 
by  Dr.  Joyeux,  of  Mirecourt,  to  be  one  of  the  most  certain  remedies 
against  gout  and  rheumatism.  He  prepares  it  by  combining  one  hun- 
dred grammes  of  the  fresh  juice  widi  five  hundred  grammes  of  sugar, 
nnd  deaiccating  the  mass.  At  the  same  time  he  employs,  in  friction, 
obtained  by  evaporating  the  juice  of  the  same  plant.    The 
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saccharine  is  administered  in  average  quantity  of  about  four  scniphi 
a  day,  divided  in  ten  doses,  one  to  be  taken  every  honr.  The  anuor 
states  that  he  has  not  met  with  a  single  case  of  gout  which  did  not 
yield  in  two  or  three  days  to  this  treatment.  Acnte  articnlar  rhemni- 
tism  disappears  in  fifteen  or  twenty  days  ;  in  the  enbacnte  form  tk 
result  is  not  equally  satisfactory,  a  considerable  amelioration  only 
being  obtained  by  these  remedies.  A  good  adjuvant  in  most  eiM 
will  be  found  in  an  infusion  of  linden-flowers^  to  a  pint  of  whidi  om 
scruple  of  saltpetre  is  added. —  Gaz.  Ifidic.  de  Strassbaurff, 

Dr.  Belli,  an  Italian  physician,  has  for  many  years  cured  gout  it 
the  following  manner  :  He  gives  for  two  or  three  days  every  fortniglit, 
or  at  the  first  symptoms  of  the  fit,  a  purgative  composed  of  from  ten 
drachms  to  one  ounce  of  epsom  salts,  twenty-four  grains  of  nitrate  of 
potash,  and  about  one  grain  and  a  half  of  sulphate  of  iron,  the  whok 
dissolved  in  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water.  Weak  subjects  take  the  pQ^ 
gative  every  successive  half  hour,  with  a  few  cups  of  light  broth,  or 
an  infusion  of  marsh-mallow,  tea  or  chamomile.  An  excellent  adja- 
vant  to  this  method  is  the  juice  of  the  wild  chicory,  of  which  tluee 
ounces  should  be  taken  every  morning,  fasting.  A  decoction  of  the 
root  of  the  same  plant  may  be  substituted,  and  either  should  be  awwl- 
ened  with  an  ounce  of  strawberry-syrup. — Oazetta  Medica  di  Toseotia, 

In  a  work  on  gout  and  rheumatism  lately  published,  Dr.  Qarrod 
recommends  as  a  new  remedy  in  chronic  gout  the  carbonate  of  lithia, 
which  possesses  the  very  remarkable  property  of  forming  the  most 
soluble  salt  of  iiric  acid  known.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  mineral  waieis 
of  Pyrmont,  Mariensbad,  Aachen  and  other  places,  which  have  been 
for  many  years  regarded  as  peculiarly  efficacious  in  goat  and  ihemna- 
tism,  contain  the  same  salt  in  moderate  quantities. — Boston  Msd.  aad 
Surg,  Journal. 

There  are  two  topical  applications  for  gout,  which  are  little  nsed  at 
present,  but  deserve  a  notice.  One  is  the  famous  cataplasm  of  Gradier, 
made  with  powdered  flax-seed,  alcohol,  balsam  of  Mecca  and  the  tinc- 
tures of  cinchona,  saffron,  sarsaparilla  and  sage.  Hall6,  who  made  a 
report  on  this  remedy  to  the  Academic  de  M^ecin,  attributed  to  it  the 
property  of  accelerating  the  progress  of  gout,  at  the  same  time  often 
quieting  the  pain  promptly  and  giving  rise  to  an  abundant  diaphorens. 
It  should,  however,  be  used  cautiously.  Dr.  Gendrin  attribntea  to 
this  application  only  the  effect  of  a  simple  cataplasm.  The  flnid  in- 
gredients can  be  advantageously  modified  by  mixing  the  tinctures  of 
opium,  myrrh  and  sarsaparilla.  This  mixture  has  proved  frequently  of 
good  service  in  atonic  gout,  even  with  great  pains.  The  other  remedy 
referred  to  is  compresses  and  cold  affusions.  The  example  of 
Harvey,  who  employed  them  on  himself,  has  not  been  followed  for  fear 
of  inducing  internal  affections,  but  we  have  known  a  lady  who 
employed  during  twenty  years  nothing  else  against  the  most  violent 
attacks  of  gout.  She  put  her  feet  under  a  fountain,  and  kept  them 
there,  exposed  to  the  streaming  water,  until  the  pain  ceased.  We  are 
not,  however,  prepared  to  decide  the  question,  if  visceral  gout  may 
not  arise  from  this  treatment,  when  the  attack  is  allowed  to  develop 
itself,  at  least  more  so  than  by  suppressing  it  with  cold  applications 
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before  it  has  been  fully  developed.  Dr.  Gattier  Boissiere,  himself 
suffering  from  gont,  has  written  a  memoir  on  this  affection,  which  is 
surely  the  most  complete  and  most  instructive  monograph  on  that 
particular  subject.  In  regard  to  the  treatment  he  lays  down  the 
following  rules :  Promote  the  combustion  of  the  nutritive  materials 
by  muscular  exercise,  which  has  the  effect  to  diminish  the  quantity  of 
mic  acid  contained  in  the  blood,  while  it  augments  the  amount  of  urea. 
Use  abundant  beverages,  as  recommended  by  Bouchardat,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  facilitating  the  dissolution  of  the  uric  acid.  Kefraiu  from  the 
use  of  coffae,  tea  and  liquors,  beyond  the  assistance  to  digestion 
derived  from  them.  The  diet  should  be  mixed,  taking  equal  parts  of 
amimal  and  vegetable  matters ;  among  the  former  particularly  the 
non-azotic,  among  the  vegetables  rather  those  which  furnish  maiates, 
citrates  and  other  salts,  as  well  as  those  acids  which  form  alkaline 
carbonates  after  their  reception  into  the  body.  Augment  the  secretion 
of  urine  and  diminish  the  pain  by  sulphate  of  quinine,  which  produces 
both  these  effects  simultaneously.  Finally,  render  the  blood  less  acid 
by  the  use  of  alkalies  in  mixtures,  baths,  and  frictions  with  appropriate 
solutions.  Of  special  medicinal  agents,  the  experience  of  Dr.  Gattier 
inroves  that  the  preparations  of  potassa  are  infinitely  more  efficacious 
than  those  of  soda.  He  prefers  the  bitartrate  of  potassa,  one  or  two 
scniples  a  day  in  two  pints  of  some  fluid.  The  tincture  of  colchicum 
is  advised  by.  him  on  alternate  days  with  the  quinine,  commencing 
witk  the  small  dose  of  thirty-two  drops  a  day,  which  is  increased  one- 
fomth*  if  diuresis  and  diaphoresis  do  not  follow ;  but  never  ought 
Ibe  daily  dose  surpass  six  scruples. — Ocus,  Bebdam. 

Lemon -juice  has  lately  been  extensively  employed  in  rheumatism, 
aad  with  considerable  success,  by  Lebert,  formerly  Professor  at  Zurich. 
In  the  clinical  report  just  published,  lemon -juice  is  stated  to  have  been 
given  with  excellent  results,  especially  in  cases  where  several  joints 
were  affected.  Patients  improved  toward  the  third  or  fourth  day ; 
Aey  were  much  relieved  on  the  sixth,  and  save  a  few  cases  where 
rdapses  took  place,  convalescence  was  fully  established  toward  the 
tenth  or  twelfth  day.  Dr.  Lebert  thinks  lemon-juice,  the  use  of  which 
was  introduced  by  English  and  American  physicians,  of  great  efficacy 
in  rheumatism.  He  begins  with  four  ounces  a  day,  and  gradually 
rises  to  eight,  given  by  tablespoonfuls.  Citric  acid  was  also  tried, 
bat  did  not  answer  so  well,  and  did  not  agree  with  the  patients. — 
!%€  Druggiti,  from  Arch,  PaihoL  Anal. 

Dr.  Hartieng,  nevertheless,  has  substituted  successfully,  for  the  very 
expensive  iuice,  a  solution  of  citric  acid.  He  gives  in  from  fifteen  to 
thirty-six  hours  twenty  grammes  of  the  acid  with  two  hundred  and 
fifty  grammes  of  water,  and  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  grammes  of 
syrup.  During  this  time  the  patient  can  drink  water  at  discretion,  the 
diteaaed  pkrt  being  enveloped  in  wadding,  lliis  treatment  has  been 
applied  to  forty-tives  cases  of  rheumatism,  many  of  which  were  very 
nolent.  In  two  cases  merely  a  slight  advantage  was  obtained  ;  the 
lesnlt  being  very  favorable  in  all  the  others.  In  many  of  them  there 
was  a  considerable  diminution  of  the  pain  and  fever  at  the  end  of 
twen^  hoars,  almost  always  until  the  third  day.    The  complete  cure 
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came  on  at  the  end  of  ten  or  fifteen  days,  not  always  dispensing  with 
an  ulterior  sympathetic  treatment  to  oppose  many  morbid  states  wbid 
remain,  such  as  constipation,  sleepiness,  swelling,  stifiness,  etc— 
Deutsche  Klinik  •  Journal  de  Chimie  Med, 

According  to  Mr.  Landerer,  of  Athens,  the  oil  of  garlic  is  employed 
in  the  East  as  a  popular  anti-rheumatic  remedy.  The  bulbs,  com- 
pletely separated  from  their  peelings,  are  put  into  a  linen  bag  tnd 
suspended  in  a  vessel,  in  the  bottom  of  which  is  a  litde  water,  ia  the 
vapor  of  which  they  are  boiled.  After  several  hours  the  bulbs  soften 
and  form  a  paste,  which  is  taken  out  and  softly  compressed.  The 
juice  is  the  oil  of  garlic,  which  has  such  strength  that  the  parte  of 
the  body  rubbed  with  it  arc  highly  reddened  and  covered  with  olisten. 
Its  action  in  rheumatism  is  certainly  very  remarkable. — Echo  JM. 
Suisse  ;  Nashville  Journal  of  Med,  and  Surg, 

Dr.  Eisenmann,  of  Wuerzburg,  who  denotes  by  the  word  "Aen- 
matism"  every  affection  arising  in  the  healthy  system  by  exposnie  to 
cold,  no  matter  what  particular  organ  is  suffering,  says  he  found  the 
most  efficacious  remedy  to  be  a  mixture  of  colchicum  and  opium,  a 
combination  already  famous  among  his  friends  under  the  name  of 
'' Eisenmann's  drops."  They  consist  of  twelve  parts  of  colchicom 
wine  [made  in  accordance  with  the  Prussian  Pharmacopoeia,  maoent- 
ing  150  parts  of  the  seed  in  770  parts  of  alcohol*]  and  two  parte  of 
tincture  of  opium.  Dose :  twenty  drops  three  times  a  day.  These 
drops  succeed  well  in  acute  rheumatic  affections ;  they  are  of  little  or 
no  use  in  old  or  chronic  cases.  The  addition  of  corrosive  sublimate 
in  minute  doses  is  often  of  great  advantage.  In  robust  patients,  Ae 
preliminary  abstraction  of  blood  may  be  occasionally  desinhk. 
When  the  pains  are  very  severe,  tepid  applications  of  a  very  weak 
solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  have  given  satisfactory  results.  Some- 
times after  a  rapid  amelioration  by  means  of  the  colchicum,  the  polie 
continuing  irritable  and  the  tongue  loaded,  an  emetic  or  purgative  ex- 
pedites -convalescence.  Among  the  rheumatic  affections  of  the  mocotf 
membranes,  which  may  be  rapidly  and  durably  cured  by  means  of  the 
opiated  colchicum,  may  be  specified  angina,  pulmonary  catarrh,  influ' 
enza,  gastric  fever,  catarrhal  diarrhoea,  and  catarrho-rheumatic  opthal- 
mia  ;  among  affections  of  the  serous  membranes,  pleurisy  and  perihe- 
patitis stand  prominently  forward  as  amenable  to  this  treatment.  I0 
muscular  rheumatism  of  the  head,  loins,  etc.,  from  two  to  fourdoee^ 
have  always  sufficed.  The  medicine  is  also  of  great  efficacy  in  ihea^ 
matic  neuralgia,  especially  facial  or  intercostal  sciatica  and  odontalgia-' 
— Bull  de  Thirap, ;  Druggist* s  Circular, 

Dr.  J.  B.  Snetson  reports  three  cases  of  acute  rheumatism,  treatec^ 
with  chlorate  of  potash  in  the  following  formula :  Mix  sir  fluic^ 
ounces  of  a  saturated  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa  with  half  ^ 
drachm  of  the  tincture  of  veratrum  viride,  and  give  of  this  a  table-^ 
spoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day,  followed  at  bed-time  iJy  ten  grain^ 
of  Dover's  powder. — St,  Joseph  Journal  of  Med,  and  Surg. 

*  This  seoms  to  be  a  miitake.    The  Prunian  PharmaoopOBia  hM  a  Unctore  and  a  vftM  o' 
colchicum  seed.    They  are  prepared  by  macerating  fire  ounces  of  tha  Meda  with  two       ~^ 
rectifled  alcohol  or  two  pounds  Madeira  wine,  respecttvely. 
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The  bicarbonate  of  potassa  is  now  acknowledged  as  a  most  valuable 
remedy  in  rheumatism.  Its  benefit  is  more  apparent  in  acute  cases, 
but  not  so  well  marked  in  the  chronic  form  of  the  complaint.  Here 
the  nitrate  of  potassa,  which  has  been  long  celebrated  for  its  curative 
effect  in  rheumatism,  may  be  substituted.  It  gave  an  excellent  result 
in  a  case  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Parkes,  at  the  University  College 
Hospital. — London  Lancet. 

Dr.  D.  W.  Bland  employs  against  acute  rheumatism  the  iodide  of 
potassium.  One  drachm  of  it  is  dissolved,  with  two  grains  of  sul- 
phate of  morphine,  in  half  an  ounce  of  the  wine  of  col chicum -root, 
and  five  and  a  half  ounces  of  water.  Of  this  mixture,  a  dessert- 
spoonful is  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day.  As  a  local  application,  the 
same  author  advises  a  solution  of  muriate  of  ammonia,  half  an  ounce 
to  a  quart  of  water. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 

Prof.  Levick,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  has  been  experiment- 
ing with  the  chloride  of  propylamin.  He  has  come  to  this  conclusion 
in  regard  to  it :  ''  Without  being  prepared  to  decide  positively  as  to 
the  value  of  this  remedy,  I  feel  bound  to  state  that  in  the  cases  in 
which  we  have  tried  it,  the  patients  have  regained  their  health  much 
enrlier  than  under  the  treatment  ordinarily  pursued.'* — Ibidem. 

For  chronic  cases,  with  nodular  swelling,  B.  J.  Crew  thinks  another 
eombination,  the  iodide  of  propylamine,  might  possess  some  valuable 
properties.  It  may  be  prepared  by  adding  iodine  to  a  convenient 
qnantity  of  propylamine  in  a  glass  flask  over  a  sand  bath,  as  long  as 
ike  iodine  is  taken  up.  The  following  formula  may  be  worthy  of  an 
examination  and  trial :  Iodide  of  propylamine,  twenty-five  drops ; 
peppermint  water,  six  fl.  ounces  ;  sugar,  two  drachms.  Dose  :  a  table- 
tpoonful  every  two  hours.^ — Amer.  Journal  of  Pharm. 

Dr.  Lange  has  found  large  doses  of  sulphate  of  quinia  extremely 
vaefnl  in  acute  articular  rheumatism.  He  prescribes  ^v^  grains  of  it 
with  one  grain  of  digitalis,  to  be  taken  four  times  daily.  Sixteen 
^oses  are  generally  sufficient  to  effect  a  complete  cure. — Deutsche 
ktimk;  North  American  Med.-Chir.  Review. 


SURGICAL. 

2.  Treahnent  of  Traumatic  Tetanus. — Dr.  B.  D.  Carpenter,  of  Suf- 

'f^k  County,  N.  Y.,  reported,  in  the  late  X.  T.  Journal  of  Medicine, 

•Urteen  cases  of  this  disease,  fifteen  of  which  recovered  under  the  use 

^  Dover's  powder,  five  to  eight  grains  every  three  or  four  hours,  and 

•PpHcation  of  ice  to  the  head  and  spine. 

.    *^.  Comax  treated  two  cases  with  half  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  every 

j***f  hoar,  large  doses  of  morphine  and  chlorate  of  potash,  besides  warm 

~^^^.     One  of  the  patients,  aged  sixty-three,  whose  primary  lesion 

j**^  mortification  of  a  finger,  recovered  ;  the  other,  aged  forty-one, 

r^?^  two  fingers  crushed,  sank  under  the  tetanic  attacks. — VEcho 

^^^€al  Suisse;  London  Lancet. 

_l*'*  a  case  of  scalp-wound  and  compound  fracture  of  both  legs,  where 

^|^c>«t  all  the  nsual  remedies  proved  unavailing  against  the  ensuing 

~  ns.  Dr.  Pescheux,  of  Paris,  injected  snbcutaneoosly,  along  the 

vr.—i4 
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spinal  processes  of  the  cervical  vertebrse,  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  atro- 
pine in  the  proportion  of  one  grain  to  one  hundred  of  water.  About 
two-thirds  of  Pravaz's  syringe  being  used,  the  patient  was  seized  with 
the  symptoms  of  belladonna  poisoning,  which  lasted  about  twdn 
hours.  When  they  abated,  the  tetanic  manifestations  were  mueh  bn 
severe.  Another  injection,  made  twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  did 
not  affect  the  patient  so  much  as  the  first,  but  was  followed  by  perfiset 
recovery. — London  Lancet, 

3.  Rare-Lip. — Dr.  Guemsant  presented  to  his  colleagues  of  the  Smj- 
ical  8ociety  of  Paris,  a  child  forty -two  days  old,  bom  with  a  veiy  com- 
plicated double  hare-lip.  The  division  of  the  hard  and  soft  palate  wii 
most  complete  ;  but  in  addition,  the  division  of  the  upper  lip,  on  etdi 
side,  extended  up  to  the  eyelid,  so  as  to  expose  the  eyeball.  Host  of 
the  members  of  the  society  thought  it  urgent  to  operate,  at  least  on  one 
side,  on  account  of  the  perils  which  threatened  vision.  Dr.  Gnernstnt 
did  not  participate  in  this  opinion  ;  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  society, 
he  seized  the  opportunity  of  expounding  his  ideas  relative  to  the  prc^ 
period  for  the  operation  of  hare-lip  in  infants.  According  to  him,  it 
may  be  performed  after  birth,  but  not  during  the  first  few  days  of  liii^ 
because,  to  insure  success,  the  child  must  not  only  be  viable,  but  vigo^ 
ous — a  circumstance  which  can  not  be  well  ascertained  for  the  first  fort- 
night. The  operation  should  therefore  take  place  between  the  second 
and  sixth  week  of  life ;  for  complicated  hare-lip,  it  ought  to  be  sdi 
further  postponed.  In  the  latter  case,  it  is  performed  in  several  periodi. 
It  is  important  to  leave  the  child  time  to  gain  strength, — an  inteml 
during  which  it  may  be  vaccinated.  In  most  cases,  it  is  expedient  to 
wait  with  the  operation  till  the  child  has  attained  the  age  of  twelve  or 
fifteen  weeks. — Ckampionniere's  Joum, 

4.  Laryngoscope. — Liston  recommended,  in  his  "  Practical  Surgery," 
for  examination  of  the  larynx,  a  **  speculum  on  a  long  stalk,  previously 
dipped  in  hot  water,  introduced  with  its  refiecting  surface  downward, 
and  carried  wet  into  the  fauces."  This  hint,  however,  remained  un- 
noticed till  1855,  when  Garcia  made  his  autolaryngoscopic  investigt- 
tions  by  means  of  a  mirror  placed  against  the  soft  palate,  receiving 
the  reflected  of  the  larynx  upon  a  second  min-or  placed  in  front  of  the 
observer.  This  laryngoscope  was  soon  abandoned  again.  Since  1857> 
some  practitioners  in  Ciennany,  more  particularly  Dr.  Torek,  in  Viemis, 
and  Prof.  Ezermaok,  in  Pesth,  have  devoted  their  attention  to  thii 
subject,  and  finally  contrived  an  apparatus  capable  not  only  of  assist- 
ing in  the  diagnosis,  but  of  serving  to  guide  the  hand  and  otherwise 
assist  in  the  treatment  of  disease  of  these  parts. 

Prof.  Ezermack's  laryngoscope  consists  of  a  small  metallic  mirror, 
varying  in  size  from  six  to  fourteen  lines  in  diameter,  square,  with 
rounded  edges  (oval  according  to  Turck's  proposal;  found  by  Dr. 
Levin,  of  Berlin,  more  convenient  when  semicircular,  with  a  concaf* 
inferior  margin),  soldered  to  a  slightly-flexible  metallic  handle.  To 
prevent  the  mirror  from  becoming  dim  by  condensation  of  vapor  upon 
its  surface,  it  is  necessary  to  warm  it,  previous  to  introduction,  by  dip* 
ping  it  in  hot  water,  or  holding  the  unpolished  «ar&oe  ov^r  tbs  ^ 
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of  a  small  spirit  lamp.  Ezeimack  does  not,  like  Garcia,  depend  upon 
the  light  of  the  sun,  bnt  has  adopted  the  method  of  artificial  illumina- 
tion employed  by  Prof.  Helmhoth  in  ophthalmoscopic  operations, 
using  a  perforated  concave  reflector,  or  illuminating  mirror,  by  which 
the  light  of  an  ordinary  lamp  can  be  concentrated  upon  the  larynx- 
speculum.  This  second  mirror  is  fixed  either  round  the  head  of  the 
surgeon,  or  attached  to  a  large  spectacle  frame,  or  held  between  the 
teeth  of  the  observer,  by  means  of  a  suitable  ivory  handle,  or  suspended 
from  a  support  screwed  to  the  comer  of  the  table  on  which  the  lamp 
is  placed  As  the  distinctness  of  the  image  depends  upon  the  brilliancy 
of  the  illumination  employed,  it  will  be  found  advantageous  to  concen- 
trate the  light  of  the  lamp  upon  the  concave  mirror  by  means  of  a 
powerful  bi-convex  lens.  Dr.  Levin  has  devised  a  highly  convenient 
apparatus  for  this  purpose,  consisting  of  a  tin  tube  carrying  a  convex 
fens  of  two  and  a  half  inches  focal  distance,  and  about  the  same  diam- 
eter, which  can  be  fixed  horizontally  over  an  Argand  lamp. 

The  patient  is  seated  in  front  of  the  operator,  with  his  hands  resting 
on  the  knees,  the  body  inclined  forward,  the  head  thrown  back,  the 
mouth  wide  open,  and  the  tongue  as  much  depressed  and  flattened  as 
possible.  The  lamp  is  best  placed  to  the  right  of,  or  a  little  behind 
the  patient.  The  operator  supports  the  head  and  chin  with  his  left, 
and  introduces  the  speculum  with  his  right  hand,  while  the  patient  is 
ordered  to  take  a  deep  inspiration  and  emit  the  sound  of  a  alternately. 
By  this  the  velum  and  uvula  are  raised  so  as  to  permit  the  introduction 
of  the  mirror  with  greater  facility,  which  is  then  directed  to  suit  the 
position  of  the  part  to  be  inspected. 

Laryngoscopy,  thus  performed  by  a  dexterous  and  experienced  hand — 
because  it  re(|uires  much  experience  to  acquire  facility  in  its  practice- 
enables  not  only  the  deeper  portions  of  the  larynx  to  be  examined,  but 
even  the  bifurcation  of  the  bronchi  may  be  distinguished  through  the 
widely-opened  glottis.  On  the  whole,  however,  examinations  of  this 
kind  are  naturally  surrounded  by  numerous  difficulties,  and  can  only 
be  expected  to  succeed  under  a  combination  of  favorable  circum- 
sUnces. — Edinb,  Med,  Joum.t  and  Med,  Times  and  Qca, 

5.  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Paralysis  of  the  Lower  Extremities, — 
Dr.  Brown-Soquard  holds  the  following  views  concerning  this  subject. 
Paraplegia  is  often  the  eflect  of  an  outside  irritation,  and  its  production 
am  lie  <*xplained  by  a  reflex-action.  All  the  other  usual  explanations 
can  not  be  satisfactorily  maintained.  ^Fhe  womb  does  not  produce 
[>araly»i]»  by  pressing  upon  the  obdurator  nerve  and  sacral  plexus, 
?xcept  in  cases  of  verj'  great  enlargement,  as  sometimes  in  preg^ncy. 
[o  t*aKPK  of  dirteasc  of  the  prostata,  urethra,  or  bladder,  urine  may,  by 
not  U'ing  ireely  expelled,  become  altered,  and  some  of  its  principles 
tnay  ixN-ome  absorbed  and  act  as  poisons  ;  there  is  no  proof,  however, 
that  paralysis  has  ever  been  produced  in  this  way,  it  being  rather  de- 
pendent on  die  irritation  starting  from  the  diseased  organ.  Nephritis 
nay  cause  paralysis  by  ura^mic  poisoning,  but  then  other  and  most 
rtiiking  symptoms  are  combined  with  the  paralytic  aflection.  The 
of  tha  blood  in  diphtheria,  teething,  diaeaaes  of  the  bowels. 
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langs  and  pleura,  can  result  in  a  certain  degree  of  paralysis  ;  complete 
paraplegia,  without  diminution  of  voluntary  movements  elsewheie, 
can  not  be  due  to  a  cause  circulating  everywhere  in  the  body.  When, 
after  an  exposure  to  cold  and  wet,  a  man  is  suddenly  seized  with  p«n- 
lysis,  without  having  the  least  symptom  of  rheumatism,  we  have  noru^ 
to  place  his  affection  in  the  vague  group  of  rheumatismal  paralyses.  ii0 
paraplegia  connected  with  pain  in  the  skin,  joints,  or  trunks  of  iier?eii 
is  erroneously  ascribed  to  a  central  affection  of  the  spinal  cord,  for  it  ii 
caused  by  real  inflammation.  While  all  these  propounded  expUoii* 
tions,  therefore,  are  inadmissible,  it  can  be  easily  shown  how  pMraly- 
sis  takes  place,  by  reflex  influence,  through  an  irritation  starting  ftooL 
a  sensitive  nerve.  This  may  happen  in  two  ways  :  either  by  reflex 
contraction  of  blood-vessels,  or  by  a  morbid  reflex  influence  on  nutri- 
tion. Blood-vessels  contract  with  energy,  and  sometimes  even  are 
seized  with  real  spasm,  either  by  a  direct  influence  of  their  motor 
nerves,  or  through  an  excitation  which,  from  some  centripetal  or  excite- 
motor  nerve,  has  been  reflected  upon  them  by  the  ccrebro-spinal  axis. 
This  contraction  of  the  blood-vessels  causes  paralysis  on  the  spinal 
cord,  in  the  motor  nerves  or  in  muscles.  Thus  a  tightened  ligature 
applied  on  the  hilus  of  the  kidney,  or  on  the  blood-vessels  and  nerves 
of  the  supra-renal  capsule,  induces  contraction  of  the  blood-vesseU  in 
the  spinal  cord,  and  consequently  paralysis  of  the  corresponding  lower 
limb.  Probably  irritations,  starting  from  the  urinary  and  otber  or- 
gans, produce  paraplegia  in  the  same  way.  The  reflex  influence  on 
nutrition  is  proved  by  many  pathological  facts  and  experiments  on 
animals  ;  it  seems,  however,  to  be  a  rare  cause  of  paraplegia,  except 
in  wasting  palsy  (progressive  muscular  atrophy).  But  this  influence 
may  take  place  at  any  moment,  in  the  course  of  a  reflex  paraplegia,  so 
long  as  the  irritating  cause  has  not  ceased  to  act,  and  a  myelitis,  or 
some  other  affection,  may  be  generated  by  it. 

In  the  treatment  of  reflex  paraplegia,  it  is  to  be  recollected,  that 
there  arc  two  groups  of  this  affection :  one  in  which  the  amount  of 
blood  circulating  in  the  spinal  cord  is  too  considerable,  and  another  in 
which  the  opposite  condition  exists.  Of  the  various  remedies,  whid 
are  too  often  blindly  employed,  there  are  some  that  diminish  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  in  the  spinal  cord,  such  as  mercury,  the  ergot  of  rye,  and 
belladonna ;  while  others,  such  as  strychnine  and  brucine,  increase 
that  quantity.  It  is  quite  evident  that,  to  employ  a  remedy  of  either 
of  these  two  kinds,  in  both  of  the  two  groups  of  paraplegic  cases,  is  a 
most  dangerous  thing.  Keflex  paraplegia  is  usually  accompanied,  and 
most  likely  produced,  by  an  insufficiency  of  the  amount  of  blood  in 
the  spinal  cord.  It  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  treated  by  those  reme- 
dies which  diminish  the  quantity  of  this  fluid  in  the  spinal  nervous 
centre. — Savannah  Joum,  of  Med. 

6.  Plaster  of  Paris  in  Dental  Surgery, — Mr.  CO.  Lyon,  a  dentist 
of  Bhode  Island,  recommends  the  introduction  of  semi-solid  plaster 
of  Psuis  into  the  socket  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  exoessiw 
haemorrhage  sometimes  following  extraction.  But  instead  of 
the  j^aster  with  simple  water,  it  will  be  better  to  combine  il 
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I J  with  a  strong  solution  of  some  powerful  styptic,  such  as  matico, 
tannin,  alum  or  persulphate  6{  iron.  Other  articles,  as  compressed 
sponge,  gutta-percha  or  India-ruhber,  in  a  plastic  condition,  are  also 
D£efnl  for  plugging  such  cavities ;  even  the  tooth  itself  may  conven- 
iently serve  for  that  purpose.  In  all  cases  the  article  thus  used  should, 
before  insertion,  be  fully  charged  with  some  active  and  prompt  haemo- 
static.— Druggist. 

7.  Persulphate  of  Iron  in  Urethral  Chancre  with  Hcemorrhage, — A 
remarkable  change  to  the  better,  resulting  in  complete  recovery,  was 
obtained  by  Dr.  G.  T.  C.  Browne,  of  Sacramento,  in  the  case  of  a 
young,  athletic  man  afflicted  with  two  well  defined  Hunterian  chancres 
on  each  side  of  the  frenum.  Cleaning  the  parts  with  persulphate  of 
iron  and  opium  in  orange-flower  water,  puncture  of  the  tumefied  pre- 
paoe,  dusting  the  surface  with  protochloride  of  mercury  and  sulphate 
of  morphia,  the  local  application  of  the  lunar  caustic  and  the  internal 
exhibition  of  the  proto-ioduret  of  mercury,  all  proved  insufficient  to 
prevent  the  development  of  chancre  in  the  ui*ethra.  Painful  erections, 
and  profuse  discharges  of  pus  and  blood  from  the  meatus  ensued. 
These  discharges  assuming  an  alarming  character,  the  liquid  persul- 
phate of  iron  was  injected.  The  copious  flow  of  blood  ceased  imme- 
diately. In  thtce  days  tumefactions,  phymosis  and  adenitis  were  gone ; 
in  six  days  the  chancres  healed. — San  Francisco  Med,  Press. 


DISEASES  OF  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN. 

8.  Remarkable  Ovarian  Tumors. — Dr.  J.  H.  Wythes,  referring  to  a 
ntimber  of  cases  he  met  with,  states  that,  in  two  or  three  instances, 
tumors,  apparently  ovarian,  as  large  as  a  child's  head,  in  one  case  per- 
sistent for  four  years,  have  been  removed  by  the  use  of  an  ointment 
composed  of  belladonna  and  cicnta,  with  ungt.  hydrarg.  and  lard — a 
drachm  or  two  of  the  extract  with  an  ounce  of  each  of  the  others.  In 
another  case,  where  a  tumor  was  so  rapidly  developed  that  in  a  month 
after  it  was  noticed  it  had  pushed  aside  the  bladder  and  acted  as  a  me- 
chanical obstacle  to  the  flow  of  urine,  no  treatment  was  of  benefit,  save 
such  as  did  relieve  the  bladder  and  improve  the  general  health.  Two 
particularly  interesting  cases  are  the  following : 

1.  Proliferous  ovarian  cyst  simulating  artificial  anus.  A  lady  of 
twenty  years,  while  lifting  a  basket  of  crockery,  was  seized  with  pain 
in  the  loft  inguinal  region,  followed  in  a  day  or  two  by  considerable 
swelling,  which  presented  all  the  appearances  of  an  abscess.  After 
some  time,  a  large  amount  of  purulent  matter  was  discharged  by  Ae 
arethra,  with  some  relief.  As  the  swelling  still  continued,  and  ap- 
peared to  point  above  the  pubes,  it  was  opened  at  that  place  with  the 
laneet.  About  four  years  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  symptoms, 
aa  opening  waK  found  in  the  abdominal  walls,  an  Inch  and  a  half  above 
Um  pabes,  lea<ling  into  a  sinus  four  inches  long,  to  the  left  side,  along 
Poopart's  ligament,  from  which  both  flatus  and  faeces  had  been  pass- 
img  POT  tome  time,  thongh  the  most  of  the  faeces  passed  naturally.  On 
dUatedoD  <rf  the  enCnoioe  with  sponge-tents,  two  small  open- 
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ings  in  the  bowel  wore  readily  felt,  about  one-fourth  of  aa  inch  in  diam* 
eter,  into  each  of  which  an  elastic  catheter  could  be  passed.     It  coidd 
not  be  determined  whether  these  openings  had  resulted  from  a  stran- 
gulated hernia  or  an  abscess.     Although  an  operation  appeared  prafer- 
able  to  compression,  the  patient   being  considerably  emaciated,  and 
warm  weather  approaching,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  first  improve 
her  general  health  with  a  visit  to  the  sea-side,  etc.     On  the  return  of 
the  patient  there  was  but  pno  opening  in  the  bowel,  large  enough  to 
admit  the  end  of  the  little  finger ;  a  depression  filled  the  place  of  Ae 
other  opening.     Compression  had  no  further  effect  than  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  fasces  in  some  degree.     In  April,  1857,  the  sinus  was  laid 
open  by  Prof.  Gross  and  a  large  amount  of  unorganizable  lymph  re- 
moved.    The  opening  in  the  bowel  now  proved  small  enough  to  prom- 
ise a  cure  without  a  suture.     A  roll  of  lint  was  placed  in  the  cavity, 
and  covered  with  a  compress,  and  the  patient  directed  to  remain  quiet 
The  bowels  being  kept  at  rest  for  some  days,  the  opening  contracted 
somewhat,  but  would  not  heal,  nor  would  the  sinus  fully  grrannlate. 
By  the  10th  of  November,  however,  the  sinus  had  entirely  healed  under 
the  infiucnce  of  an  elastic  bandage.     Twenty  days  afterwards,  a  new 
opening  occurred,  giving  exit  to  a  little  pus,  and  in  a  day  or  two  a 
second  opening  was  seen  ;  both  of  them  being  small  sacs  or  pockets  in 
the  original  sinus,  while  the  old  opening  in  the  bowels  remained  closed. 
The  patient  was  not  prevented  from  exercise,  but  was  ordered  to  take 
tonics  from  time  to  time.     In  February,  the  patient  fell  into  a  typhoid 
fever,  and  soon  fell  a  victim  to  it.     The  obduction  showed  the  peri- 
toneal cavity  full  of  fceculent  matter,  apparently  from  a  perforated 
bowel ;  but,  externally,  no  communication  existed  between  the  M 
sinus  and  the  intestines.     These  were  much  softened,  and  adhered  to 
each  other  as  well  as  to  the  omentum  and  peritonsenm,  by  old  and 
strong  attachments.     All  the  other  organs,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  heart  and  pericardium,  exhibited  also  the  most  remarkable  ad- 
hesions.    Immediately  in  front  of  the  bladder  was  an  ovarian  tumor  or 
cyst,  oval  in  shape,  about  five  inches  long  and  four  broad.     On  slit- 
ting it  lengthwise,  a  large  mass  of  sebaceous  matter  was  seen,  full  of 
hair,  and  two  irregular  bones  in  the  membranous  wall,  with  elevea 
well- formed  teeth  inserted  into  them.     One  of  these  pieces  had  two 
rows  of  teeth,  some  molar,  others  irregular  in  shape.     This  cyst  was 
adherent  to  the  descending  colon  and  peritoneum  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  old  sinus,  as  well  as  to  the  fundus  of  the  bladder.     The  descend- 
ing colon,  considerably  diminished  in  size,  had  been  perforated  from 
side  to  side.     The  uterus  was  flattened  by  the  tumor,  and  distorted 
into  an  anteflexion  ;  the  other  organs  were  also  displaced  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  render  the  detection  of  the  tumor  by  external  or  tactile 
investigation  impossible,  in  spite  of  a  remarkably  capacious  pelvis. 
The  pieces  of  bone  in  the  tumor  were  covered  with  membrane  present- 
ing all  the  characteristics  of  true  skin,  and  from  this  the  hair  alluded 
to  proceeded.     The  latter,  cleared  from  sebaceous  matter,  amounted  to 
a  large  handful. 

2.  Ovarian  cyst  cured  by  iodine  injections  after  an  unsucoessfiil  Ofih 
ration,    Bridget  McK.'s  health  had  been  always  regular  till  after  ift 
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Attack  of  fever,  when  she  noticed  a  swelling  in  the  right  iliac  region. 
which  steadily  increased.  She  hadi  no  menstrual  (Sscharge  since. 
IVenty-one  months  after  the  fever,  the  ahdomen  was  as  large  as  at 
foil  term  of  gestation,  thenmbilicns  protruded,  and  there  was  evident 
fitictnation ;  the  womb  small  and  retrovertcd,  but  movable.  Diagno- 
sis :  ovarian  dropsy.  The  first  tapping  evacuated  five  gallons  of  a 
jrellow,  semi-opake  fluid,  strongly  albuminous  on  boiling,  and  in 
Brhich  the  microscope  showed  short  hairs  or  acicnlar  crystals,  chole- 
stearine  plates  and  compound  granules.  In  two  days  the  cyst  had 
illed  again,  being  now  most  evident  on  the  right  side,  but  seemingly 
laite  loose  in  the  peritoneal  cavity.  Six  days  later  an  operation  was 
ittempted.  Anesthesia  having  been  produced  by  a  mixture  of  chloro- 
'orm  and  ether,  Dr.  Wythes  made  an  incision,  four  inches  long,  in  the 
^0UI8e  of  the  linea  alba.  From  the  flaccid  condition  of  the  abdominal 
irails  it  was  necessary  to  divide  the  layers  with  a  bistoury  upon  a 
grooved  director.  Upon  reaching  the  peritoneum,  which  was  altered 
n  character,  thick  and  fibrous,  a  fold  of  it  was  raised  and  a  small 
Bcision  made  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  director,  when  a  sud- 
len  gush  of  fluid  showed  that  the  sac  had  been  punctured.  The  sac 
iras  found  universally  and  firmly  adhered  to  the  abdominal  parietes 
md  viscera.  A  tent  was  introduced  into  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound, 
he  edges  brought  together  by  twisted  sutures  and  adhesive  plaster,  a 
ret  compress  and  bandage  placed  over  all,  and  the  patient  put  to 
«d.  Antiphlogistics  and  opiates  were  administered.  About  a  fort- 
light  later,  afler  evacimting  a  pint  and  a  half  of  exceedingly  oflensive 
ma,  two  ounces  of  the  tincture  of  iodine  were  injected,  followed  in  two 
lays  by  four  more.  A  continuance  of  these  injections,  repeated  every 
ew  days  for  six  weeks,  and  the  application  of  an  elastic  abdominal 
landage,  eflected  a  complete  cure.  A  pint  and  a  half  of  the  tincture 
lad  been  used.  The  menses  returned  and  resumed  their  regular  ap- 
pearance, and  the  health  of  the  patient  became  fully  reestablished. — 
Y.  A,  Med.'Chir.  Rev.,  May. 

9.  HypophosphUes  in  Ancemic  Conditions  of  Children,  —  In  a  case 
f  great  prostration,  apparently  ready  to  terminate  in  death,  which  had 
ollowed  pneumonia  in  a  scrofulous  female  child  eleven  months  old, 
>r.  O.  C.  Gibbs,  of  Frewsburg,  N.  Y.,  resorteil  to  the  syrup  of  the 
iypophoi»phitos  of  lime  and  soda,  giving  ^\c  drops  every  two  hours  ; 
nd,  to  his  surprise,  the  little  patient  commenced  immediately  to  im- 
trove,  and  made  •*  a  rather  slow  but  perfect  recovery.*'  Upon  this  ex- 
erience.  Dr.  Gibbs  bases  the  proposition  to  administer  the  syrup  of 
bo  hypophosphites  in  all  those  conditions  of  children  simulating 
ydrocephalus,  but  really  depending  on  an&'mia ;  the  syrup  is  cer- 
linly  less  objectionable,  and  may  prove  more  eflScacious,  than  strych- 
ine,  which  has  been  recommended  for  similar  cases.  —  N,  York  Med, 
^rtss  ;  Amtr.  Med,  Monthly. 

10.  Diagnosis  of  Ovarian  I\imors, — In  the  paper  already  referred  to, 
>r.  W.  L.  Atlee  says  :  Prior  to  the  rue  <rf  toe  tumor  above  the  brim 
i  Ae  pdvia,  there  exist  sliff***  ^  "^^ :  afterward, 
hi  tumor  is  fidi  on  oas  *  I,  elastic. 
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movable,  seldom  sensitive.  As  it  increases,  it  takes  a  mors  oeatral 
position,  and  encroaches  on  the  abdominal  contents.  If  unilocular, 
fluctuation  does  not  extend  beyond  the  borders  of  the  tamor ;  if  molti* 
locular,  hard  masses  will  be  felt.  Percussion  gives  a  flat  sound  over 
the  tumor,  and  a  resonance  at  its  borders.  All  these  symptoms  may 
be  absent,  or  diametrically  opposite,  and  yet  ovarian  disease  be  present 
The  general  health  is  usually  undisturbed ;  but  there  may  be  indiges- 
tion, diarrhcBa,  hssmorrhoids,  anasarca,  dyspnoea,  and  great  emaciation. 
The  catamenia  may  go  on  naturally  or  bo  suppressed.  If  at  difleient 
examinations,  and  made  in  diflerent  positions  of  the  patient,  the  dull- 
ness, resonance,  and  fluctuation  appear  the  same,  the  tumor  may  be 
considered  as  ovarian.  Rectal  and  vaginal  examination  can  not  be 
dispensed  with.  Tapping  is  an  important  means  of  diagnosis,  but 
should  only  be  used  to  relieve  urgent  symptoms,  or  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  an  operation  which  ought  never  to  be  performed  withoat  it 
The  point  for  insci-ting  the  trocar  should  be  the  linea  alba,  from  two 
to  four  inches  below  the  umbilicus.  An  unadhered  unilocular  cyst 
will  sink  as  the  contents  flow  out,  and  the  resonance,  on  percussion, 
will  be  above  where  a  dull  sound  was  formerly  heard.  If  there  are  a 
number  of  cysts,  it  may  become  necessary  to  pass  the  trocar  into  all  of 
them.  A  rare  complication  is  a  large  ovarian  sac,  immersed  in  a  great 
quantity  of  peritoneal  fluid  ;  on  tapping,  this  escapes,  and  the  existence 
of  the  tumor  becomes  evident.  This  yields  a  different  fluid.  Some- 
times the  contents  are  viscid  and  will  not  flow  out.  In  cases  of  colloid 
tumor,  fluctuation  may  exist  without  any  fluid.  A  clear,  transparent 
fluid  rai'ely  comes  from  an  ovarian  cyst.  But  when  the  microscope 
reveals  cell -forms  in  abundance,  rich  in  oil  and  combined  with  blood- 
globules,  epithelial  cells,  pus,  the  case  may  be  set  down  as  one  of  ova- 
rian disease. — Philad.  Med.  and  Surg.  Rep. 

A  patient  of  Dr.  Boinet,  objecting  to  an  examination  because  wdl 
assured  of  having  ovarian  tumor,  had  the  same  punctured.  After  tlie 
evacuation  of  more  than  forty-two  pints  of  serum,  iodine  injections 
were  employed.  The  first  one,  however,  caused  such  intense,  pain,  thet 
there  was  little  room  to  doubt  its  entrance  into  the  peritoneal  cavitj. 
Universal  punilent  peritonitis  followed ;  but  happily  the  woman  re- 
covered from  what  had  evidently  been  ascites. — Oaz,  Hehdom  ;  Brit, 
and  For.  Med.-CJiir.  Review. 

11.  Radical  Cure  of  Ovarian  Tumors.  —  Dr.  Otto  von  Franqne 
reports  [ScamonVs  Beitr.,  B.  IV.)  twenty-six  operations  performed 
during  the  last  eighteen  months,  in  London  and  elsewhere.  Fourteen 
patients  recovered ;  eleven  died  from  consequences  of  the  operation,  and 
one  woman,  in  whom  the  extirpation  could  not  be  accomplished  on 
account  of  too  firm  adhesion,  died  four  months  afterwards  from  inter- 
nal spontaneous  rupture  of  the  cyst.  The  operation  is  at  present  usu- 
ally performed  in  the  following  way  : 

The  patient  takes,  a  little  previous  to  the  operation,  several  doses  of 
opium,  and,  if  very  weak,  some  brandy  with  water.  The  operation  is 
never  performed  except  during  complete  chloroform-narcotism.  An 
incision  having  been  made  in  the  linea  alba,  of  sufficient  length  and 
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depth  to  expose  the  tamor,  a  large  trocar  is  inserted,  and  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  fluid,  the  existing  adhesions  are  separated  with  the 
fingers,  or,  if  highly  vascular,  with  the  ecraseur.  The  tumor  is  now 
raised,  its  peduncle  ligatured  and  severed ;  the  remaining  portion  is 
secored  to  the  wound  hy  a  clasp,  not  unlike  to  Ricord's  lenestrated 
circumcision-forceps.  Spencer,  Wells,  and  Atlee  employed  the  ecra- 
seur successfully  in  dividing  the  peduncle.  The  after-treatment  con- 
sista,  principally,  in  large  doses  of  opium  in  comhination  with  stimu- 
lants, especially  brandy  with  water,  and  port  wine.  While  thus  in 
England  ovariotomy  seems  to  he  gaining  ground,  the  advocates  of  that 
operation  in  Germany  rather  decrease  in  numbers. —  Vierieljahrschr,/. 
Prakt.  HeUk.,  B,  66. 

12.  Arsenics  in  Menorrhagia,  etc. — The  plan  of  Dr.  A .  P.  Bums  is 
to  give  immediately  from  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  Fowler's  solution, 
repeated  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  until  the  haemorrhage  is 
diecked.  From  three  to  five  drops  of  the  same  remedy  are  given,  three 
times  a  day,  for  the  cure  of  leucorrhoea.  In  either  afiection,  if  there  is 
debility,  the  solution  is  combined  with  three  ounces  of  tinct.  cinch. 
Gomp.  and  two  drachms  of  tinct.  canthar.,  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a 
day,  occasionally  with  the  addition  of  spirits  seth.  nitr.  and  tinct.  opii 
camph.  The  arsenical  solution  is  also  stated  to  be  a  prompt  and  effec- 
tive remedy  against  the  haemorrhage,  in  treating  abortion,  or  after  deliv- 
ery.— Amer.  Joum.  of  Med.  Sciences. 

13.  An  Abdominal  Tumor — mistaken  for  one  of  the  ovary,  has  been 
described  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Sutton.  At  first,  two  distinct  tumors  were 
felt,  and  they  continued  for  fifteen  years,  when  the  patient  died.  Upon 
examination  of  the  corpse,  the  liver  was  found  enormously  enlarged 
and  extending  to  the  pelvis;  the  gall-bladder  large,  but  containing 
healthy -looking  bile  ;  lower  portion  of  the  liver  dark-colored,  thickened, 
and  exhibiting  several  spherical  elevations  of  different  sizes.  Con- 
nected with  the  left  end  of  the  pancreas,  there  was  a  fleshy  tumor,  five 
inches  in  diameter  and  ten  long,  running  upward  and  toward  the  left 
side,  and  more  or  less  adhesive  to  every  thing  with  which  it  came  in 
contact. — Semi' Monthly  Med.  News. 


Ipisttllantoss  $t\tt\\nu. 

1 .  Progress  of  Practical  Medicine  in  France. — We  have  on  several 
occasions,  lately,  referred  to  the  fact  that  French  Doctors  are  beginning 
to  learn  that  the  administration  of  stimulants  is  of  use,  in  certain 
classes  of  diseases  which  affect  the  human  body  ;  and  that  with  fear, 
and  trembling,  and  astonishment  at  the  results,  some  of  our  Gallic 
brethren  have  been  bold  enough  to  administer  such  remedies  even  in 
febrile  diseases.  We  may  readily  understand  that  such  an  antithesis 
in  practice — a  direct  jump  from  leeches,  bleeding,  and  cupping,  and 
sucrie,  to  rum  and  brandy — should  be  a  source  of  bewilderment  to 
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the  Professional  Body  of  France ;  for  the  fact  is,  notwitibstanding  r«fl* 
roads  and  telegraphs,  the  French  physician,  as  a  nde,  is  totally  igno* 
rant  of  the  practice  of  the  English  physician.  In  some  way  or  other, 
however,  our  stimulating  method  of  treating  some  disdftses  has  begm 
to  find  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  Frenchman  ;  hut,  in  adopting  this  treat- 
ment, he  appears  to  he  perfectly  unaware  of  the  fact  that  it  has  beeD» 
for  many  decades,  an  ordinary  mode  of  practice  in  this  country.  Ha 
thinks,  in  face,  that  he  has  made  a  nohle  discovery.  The  enthusiasm 
with  which  this  discovery  has  heen  received,  is  indeed  somewhat  a 
surprise  to  the  English  medical  man.  Dr.  Borden,  who  has  pointed 
out  the  hygienic  and  therapeutical  efiects  of  wine  in  aniemia  and  marA 
fevers,  has  even  gone  so  far  as  to  demand  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
around  every  farm  and  every  village  in  Sologne ;  and,  writes  his  critic, 
if  his  hopes  be  accomplished,  misery  and  fevers  will  disappear  from 
that  country. 

Dr.  Jules  Guyot  also  has  a  word  on  wine,  which  we  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  our  total-abstinence  men.  Ordinary  wine,  taken 
regularly  with  bread  and  other  solid  substances  at  meals,  is  a  predoos 
aliment.  The  wine-growers  say  that  a  barrel  of  wine  is  worth  a  sack 
of  wheat ;  and,  in  fact,  two  pounds  of  bread  and  two  bottles  of  wine  a 
day  are  more  nourishing,  enabling  them  to  work  better  than  four 
pounds  of  bread  and  two  quarts  of  water.  Whether  the  fact  results 
from  an  actual  assimilation,  or  merely  by  nervous  excitement,  is  a 
matter  for  the  chemists ;  it  is  certain  that  the  effect  is  constant  and 

f>ermancnt,  and  so  far  from  shortening  life,  the  wine  diet  actually  pro- 
ongs  it.     Wine,  says  an  old  adage,  is  the  milk  of  old  men  ;  and  among 
vintagers,  octogenarians,  gay  and  robust,  may  be  seen  by  hundreds. 

Once  more  let  us  have  M.  Borden  :  Wine  is  good,  irUus  et  extr^  for 
the  health  of  the  lymphatic,  and  the  anasmic,  and  for  those  who  are 
exhausted  by  fatigue  or  disease,  as  well  as  by  age.  The  topical  uses 
of  wine  have  been  too  much  overlooked — its  use  in  injection  and  in 
medicated  drinks.  The  sweetened  draught  of  wine  given  to  the  newly- 
delivered  woman,  is  no  barbarous  custom  ;  it  may  anticipate  puerpenl 
diseases  ;  a  drink  of  hot  wine  is  often  efficacious  in  curing  sudden  chills 
and  colds  ;  injections  of  warm  wine  were  long  the  only  cure  of  hydro- 
cele ;  and  the  best  injections,  mfluor  alhus,  and  some  affections  of  the 
womb,  are  still  made  of  Roussillon  wine.  Indeed,  the  only  virtue  con- 
tained in  many  of  our  drugs,  resides  in  the  spirituous  vehicle  which 
carries  them.  M.  Guyot  does  not  say  that  this  vinous  principle  can  he 
considered  as  a  panacea  for  all  diseases,  but  that  wine  and  spirits  are 
aliments,  and  hygienic,  and  that  they  assist  in — and  even  determine — 
the  cure  of  a  large  number  of  diseases,  he  is  certain.  **  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate in  declaring,"  he  adds,  ''that  they  offer  greater  therapeutical 
resources  than  opium,  quinine,  and  all  other  officinal  bodies.  They  are 
rapid  and  poweiful  in  action,  and  are  aliments  as  well  as  medicines. 
A  good  glass  of  warm  rum  will  cut  short  intermittent  fever ; "  and  of 
this  the  doctor  gives  illusti-ations.  Who,  after  this,  will  consent  to  be 
blad-  and  purged,  and  otherwise  tortured  in  his  ague-fits  ?  Quinine 
will- cure  your  ague,  it  is  true,  all  in  good  time,  but  this  remedy  will 
cot  the  cold  stage  short  then  and  there.     Follow  up  the  commencing 
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Attacks  with  the  hygienic  draught,  and  you  will  soon  tire  cold  agae  out. 
He  will  recede  before  your  well-directed  and  spirited  artillery.  What 
8aj8  the  shade  of  Broussais  to  these  heretical  doctrines  ? — Med,  Times 
amd  Goz.t  March,  1861 ;  y,  Orleans  Med,  and  Surg,  Joum,y  May,  '61. 

2.  Ofycerine  Ointments. — Dr.  Bimons,  of  Berlin,  has  recently  intro- 
duced glycerine  ointments  into  practice,  which  have  been  amply  tried 
in  Grermany.  They  are  preparedfby  mixing  one  part  of  stardi  with  five 
p*rtB  of  glycerine,  at  a  temperature  of  70°  R.  (190°  P.)  These  oint- 
ments have  the  advantage  that  they  can  not  become  rancid,  and  they 
conpleiely  dissolve  iodide  of  potassium,  nitrate  of  silver,  bichloride 
of  mercury,  alkaloids,  extracts,  etc.  They  are  in  many  cases  pi*efer- 
able  to  the  common  fat  ointments,  and  especially  the  glycerine-oint^ 
ment  of  the  red  precipitate  has  proved  very  useful  in  Ophthalmic 
Surgery — Med.  7%nus  and  Oaz,t  Feb.,  1861. 

8.  SypkUUie  Disease  of  the  Liver.  —  According  to  Frerichs,  the 
syphilitic  process  manifests  itself  in  the  liver  in  three  difierent  forms  : 
1«  as  simple  interstitial  hepatitis  and  perihepatitis ;  2,  as  gummy  hep- 
atitis (ffummose  hepatitis)  ;  and  3,  as  waxy,  amyloid,  or  lardaceous 
degeneration.  All  three  forms  may  be  found  in  the  liver,  or  may 
ezisi  independently.  The  last  of  the  three  forms  is  also  produced 
by  other  cachectic  conditions  of  the  system,  such  as  the  tubercular 
dsalhesis,  and  the  cachexia  induced  by  intermittent  fever;  and  is 
pretty  generally  recognised.     The  first  two  are  less  known. 

In  the  bodies  of  persons  having  suffered  from  constitutional  syphilis, 
white  cicatrix-like  depressions,  of  a  folded  or  radiated  form,  are  often 
foand  upon  the  outer  surface  of  the  liver,  the  capsule  of  which  is  usu- 
ally at  the  same  time  much  thickened  and  firmly  adherent  to  the  sur- 
rounding parts.  Sometimes  there  is  only  a  single  depression  ;  at  other 
times,  the  depressions  are  so  numerous  as  to  give  the  liver  an  irreg- 
ularly lobulatcd  appearance.  On  careful  examination,  these  depres- 
sions are  found  to  be  formed  of  fibrous  tissue  extending  from  the 
thickened  capsule  more  or  less  deeply  into  the  interior  of  the  gland, 
the  secreting  tissue  of  which  is  atrophied.  The  fibrous  tissue,  in  most 
cases,  is  dense  and  tendinous,  and  contains  but  few  blood  vessels. 
The  larger  branches  of  the  portal  vein,  bile-ducts,  and  hepatic  veins, 
as  a  rule  remain  uninvolved,  except  in  very  rare  cases,  where  the  cica- 
trices extend  deeply  into  the  interior  of  the  gland.  Hence  this  lesion 
if  rarely  the  cause  of  either  ascites  or  jaundice. 

In  the  second  form  the  cicatrices  just  described  contain  whitish  or 
or  yellowish  nodules  of  a  rounded  form  and  dried  appearance,  usually 
varying  in  ^izc  from  a  linseed  to  a  bean,  but  occasionally  as  large  as 
a  walnut.  Tnder  the  microscope  these  nodules  are  found  to  consist  of 
oii-globules,  granular  matter,  cells  loaded  with  oil,  and  areolar  tissue. 
They  thus  rcMimblc  in  their  stnictural  characters  the  gummy  nodulss 
(  Gmmmiknoten)  which  are  met  with  in  the  subcutaneous  areolar  tissue, 
beneath  the  |)erio8tcnm,  in  the  testicle,  and  in  other  localities,  in  cases 
of  constitutional  syphilis. 
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In  both  these  two  forms  of  disease,  the  hepatic  tissue  inteirening 
between  the  cicatrices  or  nodules  ia  either  normal  in  its  character,  or 
more  commonly  in  a  state  of  fatty  degeneration.  In  many  cases,  also, 
there  is  a  characteristic  hypertrophy,  resulting  from  enlargement  of 
the  lobules,  which  compensates  for  the  loss  of  substance. 

The  implication  of  the  liver  must,  in  Frerich's  opinion,  be  classified 
with  the  phenomena  of  the  tertiary  stage  of  syphilis. 

The  symptoms  which  accompany  the  first  two  forms  of  the  disoue 
are  usually  so  obscure  that  no  suspicion  is  entertained  of  the  liver 
being  diseased,  until  the  post  mortem  examination.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  symptoms  of  the  waxy  or  amyloid  form  are  so  marked  thit 
there  is  rarely  much  difficulty  in  forming  a  diagnosis.  — (Freriobs, 
lUinik  der  Leber  Krankheiten,  vol.  ii.) 

4.  We  publish  with  pleasure,  says  the  Boston  Medical  and  Swr^- 
cal  Journ^,  the  following  excellent  directions  for  the  sanitary  conduct 
of  the  troops  in  the  field,  which  constitute  the  substance  of  a  lepeii 
prepared  by  Dr.  John  Ware,  of  the  State  Medical  Commission,  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Massachusetts  regiments  in  active  service. 

"  Soldiers  should  recollect  that  in  a  campaign,  where  one  dies  id 
battle,  from  three  to  five  die  of  disease.  You  should  be  on  yon  ignard 
more  against  this  than  the  enemy,  and  you  can  do  much  for  youTBdvee 
which  nobody  can  do  for  you. 

''I.  Avoid,  especially,  all  use  of  ardent  spirits.  If  yon  will  take 
them — take  them  rather  after  fatigue  than  before.  But  tea  and  cofte 
are  much  better.  Those  who  use  ardent  spirits  are  always  the  first  to 
be  sick,  and  the  most  likely  to  die. 

'*  2.  Avoid  drinking  freely  of  very  cold  water,  especially  when  hot  or 
fatigued,  or  directly  after  meals.  Water  quenches  thirst  better  when 
not  very  cold  and  sipped  in  moderate  quantities  slowly — thongh  lees 
agreeable.  At  meals,  tea,  coffee  and  chocolate  are  best.  Betweea 
meals,  the  less  the  better.  The  safest  in  hot  weather  is  molasses  and 
water,  with  ginger,  or  small  beer. 

"3.  Avoid  all  excesses  and  irregularities  in  eating  or  drinking.  Eat 
sparingly  of  salt  and  smoked  meats,  and  make  it  up  by  more  v^peta- 
bles,  such  as  squash,  potatoes,  peas,  rice,  hominy,  Indian  meal,  etc., 
when  you  can  get  them.  Eat  little  between,  when  you  have  plenty  at 
meals. 

"4.  Wear  flannel  all  over  in  all  weathers.  Have  it  washed  often 
when  you  can  ;  when  not,  have  it  hung  up  in  the  sun.  Take  every 
opportunity  to  do  the  same  by  all  your  clothing,  and  keep  everything 
about  your  person  dry,  especially  when  it  is  cold. 

'*  5.  Do  not  sit,  and  especially  do  not  sleep  on  the  ground,  even  in 
hot  weather.  Bpi-ead  your  blanket  upon  hay,  straw,  shavings,  brash- 
wood  or  anything  of  the  kind.  If  you  sleep  in  the  day,  have  some 
extra  covering  over  you. 

"6.  Sleep  as  much  as  you  can  and  whenever  you  can.  It  is  better 
to  sleep  too  warm  than  too  cold." 

**  7.  Recollect  that  cold  and  dampness  are  great  breeders  of  disease. 
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HaTO  a  fire  to  sit  around  whenever  you  can,  especially  in  the  evening 
and  after  rain,  and  take  care  to  dry  ever3rthing  in  and  about  your 
tents. 

"8.  Take  every  opportunity  of  washing  the  whole  body  with  soap 
and  water.  Rub  well  afterwards.  If  yon  bathe,  remain  in  the  water 
bat  a  little  while. 

*'  9.  If  disease  begins  to  prevail,  wear  a  wide  bandage  of  flannel 
around  the  bowels. 

**  10.  Keep  in  the  open  air,  but  not  directly  opposed  to  a  hot  sun. 
When  obliged  to  do  this,  a  thin,  light,  white  covering  over  the  head 
and  neck,  in  the  form  of  a  cap  with  a  cape,  is  a  good  protection. 

••  11.  Wear  shoes  with  very  thick  soles,  and  keep  them  dry.  When 
on  the  march,  rubbing  the  feet,  after  washing,  with  oil,  fat  or  tallow, 
protects  against  foot  sores." 

5.  Indian  Hemp, — ^The  Archives  of  Medicine,  No.  vii,  contains  an 
article  from  the  pen  of  Br.  J.  Russell  Reynolds,  of  Liondon,  **  On  some 
of  the  Therapeutical  Uses  of  Indian  Hemp,"  in  which  the  author 
claims  for  the  drug  a  good  share  of  confidence,  when  a  proper  case  is 
selected,  a  pure  drug  employed,  and  a  proper  dose  exhibited  ;  and  that 
the  uncertainty  of  its  action  is  due  to  the  failure  of  one  of  these  three 
conditions.  He  says,  '*  Hemp  is  a  soporific,  anodyne,  and  antispas- 
modic ;  it  relieves  pain,  and  spasm,  and  conduces  to  sleep  ;  in  doing 
either  of  these  it  usually  promotes  diaphoresis  and  diuresis  ;  whereas  it 
does  not  leave  behind  it  headache  or  vertigo ;  nor  does  it  affect  the 
appetite  nor  confine  the  bowels. 

Its  beneficial  effects  arc  illustrated,  1.  In  cases  of  mental  or  emo- 
tional disturbance.     A  remarkably  intelligent  boy,  set.  8,  complained 
for  four  or  five  months,  of  frequent  headaches,  troublesome  dreams, 
uneasy  sleep  with  sighing  respiration,  etc.     The  sixth  of  a  grain,  taken 
fvery  evening,  soon  restored  perfect  tranquillity.     A  merchant,  who 
liad  suffered  from  yellow  fever,  became  **  excessively  depressed  in  spir- 
its, haunted  with  the  gloomiest  apprehensions  and  suicidal  thoughts," 
nights  restless.     Extr.  cannab.  Ind.,  gr.  ss.,  o.  n.,  soon  insured  him 
good  nights  and  days.     A  gentleman,  stt.  78,  mental  powers  failing, 
had  been  threatened  with  paralysis,  and  became  extremely  restless  at 
night.     A  dose  of  gr.  ^  to  gr.  f  would  induce  sleep  within  ten  minutes. 
This  was  continued  for  many  months  with  the  same  success,  it  never 
being  necessary  to  increase  the  dose.     2.  For  the  relief  of  certain  kinds 
of  pain  : — A  young  gentleman,  who  had  suffered  for  several  years  from 
intense  pain  in  the  jaws,  face,  and  head,  was  relieved  by  gr.  ^  can.  Ind., 
forma  pil.,  o.  n.,  Tr.  ferri  sesquichlor.  3  ss.,  t.  d.     An  intelligent  boy, 
ct.  7,  was  first  noticed  to  clench  his  left  hand  involuntarily,  afterwards 
sobering  from  violent  headaches,  located  in  the  forehead,  occurring 
once  a  week,  followed  by  partial  paralysis  of  the  left  side.     Was  re- 
lieved by  can.  Ind.,  gr.  ^,  bis  die,  with  potass,  iod.,  gr.  iv.,  and  dec. 
cinch.  3  j.     A  gentleman,  set.  59,  suffered  for  twenty  years  from  pain 
in  right  scapula,  and  correspondinflr  nortion  of  the  spine  ;  afterwar 
ntunbnesi  and  tingling  down  ular  to  that  produced  1 
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pressing  on  the  nerve  at  the  elbow.  Extr.  can.  Ind.,  gr.  ^,  t.  d.,  fonuk 
pilulffi  ;  sin.  camph.  c.  opio,  pro  nsn ;  syr.  ferri  iodidi,  m.  xxx.,  i  d. 
"Within  a  fortnight  the  pain  was  completely  removed  ;  the  tingliiig 
sensation,  however,  persisted."  A  clergyman,  aet.  70,  complaiiied  of 
pain  in  left  side  of  neck  and  back,  extending  to  the  head,  followed  by 
difficulty  in  articulation.  Tongue  deviated  to  the  led,  bead  dnwi 
towards  left  shoulder,  arcus  senilis  marked,  spirits  depressed.  The 
pain  was  relieved  by  can.  Ind.,  gr.  •^,  ter  die.  A  joang  lady,  of 
highly  nervous  temperament,  was  relieved  of  severe  attacks  of  Demi- 
crania  by  gr.  ^  doses,  given  thrice  daily.  3.  In  certain  forms  of  oon- 
vulsions : — An  officer  in  a  cavalry  regiment,  aet  .28,  had  suffered  from 
slight  epileptic  attacks,  gradually  increasing;  in  severity,  until  they  il 
length  became  frequent  and  tetaniform.  Though  not  cntirdy  cured, 
the  severity  of  the  fits  was  greatly  relieved  by  gr.  -j-  doses  eveiy  thnt 
hours.  A  gentleman,  a^t.  45,  of  good  general  health,  but  subject  to 
frequent  excitement,  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  violent  convulsioa, 
followed  by  heavy  and  stertorous  sleep,  and  after  by  maniacal  excite- 
ment for  fifteen  minutes,  which  passed  into  another  fit,  passing  throogb 
a  similar  series  of  symptoms  about  once  an  hour.  After  failure  of  m 
ordinary  methods  of  treatment,  gr.  j.  of  can.  Ind.  was  given,  and  re- 
jected by  the  stomach.  Another  dose  given  and  retained,  which  sf- 
forced  complete  relief.  By  the  same  treatment,  a  case  of  obstinate 
vomiting,  in  a  young  lady,  was  entirely  cured,  and  an  epileptic  youth 
was  greatly  relieved.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  absolutely  useless,  in 
most  cases  of  epilepsy,  hypochondria,  and  the  various  hysterical  afiee- 
tions.  To  give  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  whole  subject,  the  remedy 
was  for  the  relief  of 

Emotional  Disturbances. 

Successful  in  :  1.  Deranged  cerebral  circulation,  with  pain  and  de* 
lirium.  2.  Incipient  insanity  after  yellow  fever.  3.  Senile  ramoUisse*. 
ment. 

Unsuccessful  in :  1.  Ilypochondriasis.  2.  Temporary,  recurrant 
religious  melancholy.     3.  Insomnia  with  diabetes. 

Painful  Affections, 

Successful  in  :  1.  Nervous  irritation  from  carious  teeth.  2.  Prob- 
able tumor  of  brain.  3.  Probable  thickening  of  spinal  meninges. 
4.  Hflpmorrhagc  at  roots  of  eighth  and  ninth  nerves.  5.  Syphilitic 
meningitis.     6.  Hemicrania. 

Unsuccessful  in  :  1.  Sciatica.  2.  Hysterical  hip-joint.  3.  Hysterical 
headache. 

Affections  of  Motility, 

Successful  in :  I.  Meningitis.  2.  Intense  cerebral  congestion.  3. 
Obstinate  nervous  vomiting.     4.  Recurrent  convulsions. 

Unsuccessful  in  :  1.  Epilepsy. 

It  does  not,  like  opium,  purchase  present  relief  at  the  expense  of 
future  misery.  The  value  of  the  medicine  seems  enhanced,  because  the 
limitation  of  its  action  will  enable  us  to  apply  it  with  scientific  selec- 
tion. 
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Ix  Cincinnati,  May  2l8t,  Dr.  William  Krause.  Dr.  K.  was  a  German  by 
birth  and  education.  He  came  to  the  city  some  eight  years  ago,  and  occupied 
a  high  position  in  the  profession.  A  man  of  superior  education  and  medical 
Accomplishments,  he  was  a  gentleman  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word  in  his 
professional  intercourse.  He  had  been  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  9th  (German) 
R^g^ent  the  day  before  his  death.    He  was  eminently  qualified  for  the  post. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  Cincinnati  in  the  Dental  College, 
Monday  CTening,  May  27th,  Dr.  W.  P.  Thornton  was  called  to  preside,  and  Dr. 
W.  U.  McReynolds  was  chosen  Secretary. 

Ih*.  E.  Williams  announced  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  giye  appro- 
priate public  expression  to  the  regret,  which,  as  profeisional  brethren  and 
personal  friends,  they  felt  for  the  untimely  death  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Wilhelm 
Krauae.  After  a  brief  statement  of  the  personal  history  of  Dr.  Krause,  some 
^notions  to  the  intimate  friendship  which  had  existed  between  them  for  the 
Mat  six  years,  and  a  eulogy  upon  his  character.  Dr.  Williams  offered  the 
following  resolutions: 

**'  R^Molved^  That  we  haye  receiyed  the  intelligence  of  the  sudden  and  unex- 
peeiod  death  of  Dr.  Wm.  Krause,  with  the  deepest  sorrow. 

**  ReMolvtdy  That  we  feel  a  melancholy  pleasure  in  giTing  expression  to  the 
Ikot  that  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him,  not  only  as  a 
tiMiroogh  and  skilful  physician,  but  as  an  honorable,  intelligent,  high-toned 
gentleman  and  a  yaluable  citizen. 

^  tUtolvedy  That  we  deplore  his  sad  and  untimely  loss  to  the  medical  profes- 
•ioii ;  to  the  interest  of  science  and  humanity,  and  to  his  relatiyes  and  many 
friends  who  weep  oTer  their  bereayement,  and  who  will  ever  cherish  his 
memory  with  the  saddest,  but  most  tender,  emotions." 

Dr.  Dodge  spoke  in  a  touching  manner  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  de- 
ceased; of  his  talents  and  bright  professional  prospects,  so  suddenly  extin- 
guished by  the  hand  of  death.  Other  remarks  of  a  similar  character,  were 
made  by  Drs.  Mcllyaine,  Comegys  and  Murphy,  after  which  the  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  C.  G.  Comegys,  the  resolutions  were  referred  to  Drs. 
Williams,  Rosenfeld  and  Dodge,  with  instructions  to  publish  in  the  city 
papers,  and  send  copies  to  the  relatiyes  of  the  deceased  in  Germany. 


Ox    Friday,  May  21,  Mrs.  Mart  W.  Shotwbll,  widow  of  the  late  Prof. 
JoBX  T.  Shotwell.    She  was  an  estimable  lady,  beloyed  by  all  who  knew  her. 


Died,  in  New  York,  May  13th,  1801,  David  MsREDiTn  Reesk,  M.D.,  LL.D., 
aged  alM>ut  sixty  years. 

The  decease  of  this  well  known  physician  will  be  quite  unexpected  to  the 
profession,  so  recently  did  he  announce  himself  as  convalescent.  Ho  was  de- 
ceived as  to  the  true  nature  of  his  disease,  and  was  so  encouraged  by  the  first 
symptoms  of  improvement,  as  to  regard  his  case  as  curable.  He  had  long  suf- 
fered with  symptoms  of  cardiac  disease,  which,  during  the  latter  part  of 
winter,  became  more  manifest.  The  particular  lesion  was  in  the  aortic  valves, 
leading  finally  to  dropsical  effusion.  For  several  weeks  before  his  death  the 
lower  extremities  became  enormously  distended,  and  large  quantities  of  the 
effused  fluid  constantly  escaped  through  abrasions.  This  condition  resulted  in 
mortification  of  the  feet  and  legs,  and  upon  this  supervened  tetanic  symptoms, 
with  which  life  was  terminated,  Monday  morning,  May  13.  He  was  attended 
by  Drs.  Mott,  Camochan,  and  O'Reilly. 
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Dr.  Recso  was  born  in  Maryland,  about  tho  year  1800.  He  graduated  in 
medicine  at  tho  Uniyersity  of  Maryland,  March  26,  1819,  his  inaugural  thesis 
being  De  Mania  Religiosa ;  and  settled  in  practice  in  Baltimore.  He  passed 
through  the  epidemic  fcTcr  which  devastated  that  city  in  1819,  and  wrote  i 
12mo.  pamphlet  upon  it  soon  after  its  disappearance.  He  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed *'  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  and  Medioi 
Jurisprudence  in  the  Washington  Uniyersity  of  Baltimore,"  and  subsequentlj 
held  professorships  in  the  Albany  Medical  College,  New  York,  and  the  CasUe- 
ton  Medical  College,  Vermont.  It  was  about  this  time  that  Dr.  Reese  took  nf 
his  residence  in  New  York.  He  acquired  so  much  professional  and  political 
influence  as  to  be  appointed  Resident  Physician  to  BelleTue  Hospital,  a  position 
which  he  retained  for  several  years,  until  the  office  was  abolished  in  1849. 

In  1830  he  brought  out  a  new  edition  of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary^  hit 
most  important  literary  undertaking.  This  work  had  previously  been  twiee 
republished  in  this  country — first  edited  by  Dr.  Dorsey,  of  Philadelphia,  onder 
whose  supervision  it  passed  through  a  second  and  third  editions ;  and  subse- 
quently a  fourth  London  edition  appeared,  which  was  republished  with  an  ap- 
pendix by  Mr.  William  Anderson,  of  New  York.  The  author  issued  a  fifth  and 
sixth  Loudon  edition,  and  it  was  the  latter  which  Dr.  Reese  edited.  He  also 
edited  a  seventh  edition,  which  was  published  by  the  Harpers  in  1848;  with  t 
Supplementary  Appendix  designed  to  embrace  "  all  the  recent  improvements 
in  Europe,  since  the  date  of  the  former  edition  in  1838,  and  a  record  of  the 
meritorious  operations  performed  by  American  surgeons."  The  editorial  notes 
contain  much  matter  of  interest  relating  to  American  surgery,  but  the  histori- 
cal portion  is  not  sufficiently  authentic. 

On  retiring  from  the  hospital.  Dr.  Reese  engaged  in  private  praetiee,  and 
soon  after  began  the  publication  of  a  weekly  medical  journal,  which,  however, 
was  soon  changed  to  a  monthly,  in  which  form  it  has  continued  to  be  regularly 
issued  up  to  the  present  time.  It  has  been  a  periodical  of  no  scientific  merit, 
being  the  medium  rather  of  tho  loose  scandal  afloat  in  the  profession ;  its  cir- 
culation and  its  influence  have  been  limited. 

Dr.  Reese  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  and 
drafted  its  first  constitution.  He  always  took  a  deep  interest  in  its  affiun; 
was  seldom  absent  from  its  meetings,  and  entered  heartily  into  its  discussions 
He  was  a  ready  and  fluent  speaker,  a  good  debater,  familiar  with  parliament- 
ary rules,  and  often  succeeded  in  carrying  his  point  by  the  skilful  nse  of  this 
knowledge.  At  the  meeting  of  tho  American  Medical  Association  held  it 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  1857,  Dr.  Reese  was  elected  second  Vice-President 
During  the  following  year  he  gave  a  certificate  in  his  official  capacity  to  an 
expelled  member,  who  was  an  applicant  for  the  post  of  Resident  Physician  in 
the  Blockley  Hospital,  Plilladclphia.  This  person  succeeded  in  his  application 
chiefly  through  this  certificate.  The  course  of  Dr.  Reese  created  so  mach 
feeling  in  tho  profession,  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  he  wu 
compelled  to  offer  an  apology  for  his  course ;  the  apology  was  accepted,  and 
the  subject  dismissed.  On  the  reorganization  of  the  New  York  Medical  College 
last  year.  Dr.  Reese  was  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Practice  of  Medicine,  and 
during  the  past  winter  gave  a  full  course  of  lectures. 

As  a  writer.  Dr.  Reese  was  widely  known  not  only  in  medicine,  but  in  poli- 
tics, religion,  etc.  He  wielded  a  rapid  and  vigorous  pen ;  but  he  was  neither 
happy  in  the  choice  of  subjects,  nor  in  the  manner  of  treating  them.  His  ar- 
guments were  too  often  specious,  his  stylo  inflated,  and  his  illustrations  inapi. 
He  exhibited  an  almost  total  want  of  power  of  discriminating  ihe  true  char- 
acter and  motives  of  men,  and  was  thus  frequently  led  to  attack  with  great 
vehemence  the  best  members  of  the  profession,  and  attribute  to  them  motives 
which  a  generous  mind  would  scorn  to  entertain.  This  unfortunate  pecnliarity 
brought  him  in  constant  and  unft'iendly  collision  with  his  professional  breth- 
ren, and  completely  nullified  his  influence.  His  most  useful  papers  were  his 
reports  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  tho  last  of  which,  on  Medical 
Education,  is  replete  with  mature  and  well-digested  views  of  this  all-important 
subject. — American  Medical  Time*^  May  18^  1861. 
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ARTICXI  I. 

Making  One  Finger  of  Two  Pieces. 

BT   K.   B.  COOPKR,   A.M.,    M.D. 

t  of  AnMiomj  and  Sorgvry  in  the  Medical  Department  6f  the  UniTeraity  of  the  Padflc, 

San  Francisco,  California. 


Mr.  J.  C,  St.  50,  employed  in  a  steam  planing  mill,  had  his  hand 
accidentally  caught  in  the  machine,  and  the  dorsal  surface  of  all  the 
fingers  and  thumb  shaved  off.  The  bones  of  all  the  fingers,  including 
the  dorsal  surface  of  the  terminations  of  all  their  metacarpal  bones, 
were  lost,  but  the  bones  of  the  thumb  only  on  the  dorsal  surface. 

On  dressing  the  hand  I  cut  off  the  fleshy  slips  remaining  of  the 
index  and  next  fingers  of  convenient  lengths  to  be  appropriated  to 
covering  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  wound.  But  having  finished 
thus  far  the  dressing  of  the  wound,  the  idea  occurred  to  me  to  bring 
the  slips  of  the  other  two  fingers  together,  to  see  if  they  would  not 
unite  and  in  time  make  a  moderately  fair  substitute  for  one  finger ; 
which  was  accordingly  tried  successfully.  Several  stitches  were  taken, 
a  part  on  either  side,  but  no  two  opposite  each  other,  for  fear  of  pro- 
dueiog  strangulation  of  the  blood-vessels  when  inflammation  should 
come  on.  The  parts  united  by  first  intention  for  the  most  part,  and  in 
three  months  after  the  injury  a  very  respectable  finger  was  the  result. 

A  great  degree  of  flexibility  in  the  connexions  between  the  metacar- 
pal bones  grew  out  of  the  motions  made  by  the  daily  efforts  of  the 
patient  to  make  the  thumb  and  finger  meet.  And  such  was  the  atten- 
dant saccess  that,  had  the  thumb  not  been  wounded,  the  patient  would 
bj  this  time  (eight  months  after  the  injury)  be  able  to  follow  his  u^ual 
IV.— 25 
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employment.  Tlie  artificial  finger  would  do  very  well,  and  tbere  is  bo 
much  llexibility  in  the  metacarpal  bones  that  they  begin  to  lap  aronnd 
and  giasp  any  substance  the  patient  attempts  to  hold.  But  the  thmnb 
was  BO  much  curled  and  distorted  during  the  process  of  cicatriaation, 
in  consequence  of  its  injuries,  that  it  is  comparatively  useless,  so  thtt 
the  restoration  of  the  hand  to  usefulness  has  only  been  partial.  But 
the  degree  of  facile  mobility  and  strength  in  the  finger  is  beyond  what 
my  most  sanguine  hopes  could  have  anticipated.  The  solidity  pro- 
duced partly  by  his  persevering  efforts  to  seize  and  hold  objects  is 
truly  surprising,  and  convinces  me  that  this  experiment  is  destined  to 
succeed  when  repeated  under  favorable  auspices. 

The  change  of  structures  to  correspond  with  the  uses  they  perform  is 
too  well  known  to  bear  dwelling  upon  here.  Everybody  knows  thtt 
the  softer  tissues  will  often  change  to  the  harder,  even  to  bone,  under 
the  influence  of  active  and  long  continued  motion  ;  and  that  bone  is 
frequently  produced  where  none  existed  before,  from  the  same  cause: 
example,  the  sesamoid  bones.  Thus  in  accordance  with  this  esta- 
blished law,  how  could  we  expect  anything  else  than  that  the  tissues 
would  harden  in  proportion  to  the  time  elapsing  and  to  the  degree  of 
motion  instituted,  as  in  this  case. 

Further,  I  am  convinced  by  experience  that  but  few  fingers,  not  ab- 
solutely torn  into  shreds,  should  be  amputated,  even  in  cases  of  lacer- 
ated wounds,  because  they  can  nearly  always  be  saved  and  made  Jam- 
ful.     This  will  often  occur  even  when  the  bones  have  been  crushed. 

Conservative  surgery,  with  all  its  achievements,  is  still  in  its  in- 
fancy. 

ABTICLX    II. 

Rennet-Whey  as  an  Article  of  Infantile  Alimentation. 

BY   0.   A.  LOGAN,   M.D.,   LEAVENWORTH  CITT,    KANSAS. 

All  writers  upon  the  diseases  of  infancy  agree  upon  the  fact  that  a 
veiy  large  proportion  of  them  is  caused,  either  directly  or  indirectly^ 
by  an  improper  and  reckless  alimentation.  More  particularly  is  this 
the  case  with  infants,  up  to  the  period  of  entering  upon  the  process 
of  the  first  dentition.  In  many  parts  of  the  West,  and  especially  the 
newer  portions  of  it,  the  babe  from  the  hour  of  its  birth  is  dosed,  by 
the  advice  of  some  sage  female  friend,  first  with  salt  and  water,  molas- 
ses, or  even  a  little  whiskey,  to  ctd  the  phlegm,  and  then  with  teas, 
cow's  milk,  cracker  and  water,  and  a  multitude  of  other  articles,  to 
pT^^t  .the  in^mincnt  danger  of  immediate  starvation. 
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Strange  indeed  wonld  it  be,  if  the  delicate  digestive  apparatus,  de- 
signed in  the  first  periods  of  its  action  to  appropriate  only  a  simple 
fluid  adapted  by  nature  to  the  wants  of  the  infantile  system,  were  to 
come  out  of  the  ordeal  of  such  a  monstrous  treatment  with  a  capacity 
to  perform  even  that  uncomplicated  function  ;  and  fortunate  is  it  if  the 
mother  with  a  healthy  breast  of  milk  come  to  its  rescue.  In  many 
cases,  however,  owing  to  various  causes,  this  is  impossible,  and  the 
little  fellow,  in  default  of  a  wet-nurse,  is  doomed  to  the  "  bringing- 
op-by-hand  "  process. 

The  important  question  then  arises,  as  to  what  article  shall  atone 
for  the  shortcomings  of  the  maternal  breast.  Although  the  milk  of 
the  goat  and  ass  is  admitted  to  approach  more  nearly  than  any  other 
in  properties  to  the  human  milk,  yet  as  it  is  often  impossible  to  obtain 
these,  the  cow  is  usually  settled  upon  as  the  source  of  the  requisite 
pabulum.  Now,  although  this  fluid  is  usually  diluted  with  one- half 
or  two- thirds  water,  yet  a  very  limited  knowledge  of  chemistry  in  its 
application  to  physiology  would  be  sufficient  to  convince  us  of  its 
wide  difference  in  composition  and  properties  from  the  milk  of  the 
hmnan  female.  The  conditions  of  life  under  which  the  young  cf  the 
two  species  are  placed  require  a  radical  difference  in  the  quantities  of 
the  varioos  ing^redients  ;  for  while  the  offspring  of  the  cow  is  enabled 
in  a  short  period  after  birth  to  go  upon  his  feet  and  to  locomote  ac- 
tiTely,  the  helpless  charge  of  the  woman  lies  in  an  imbecile  condition 
npon  her  lap  for  many  weeks,  and  it  is  even  months  before  the  func- 
tion of  locomotion  is  exercised  to  any  degree  whatever. 

In  the  case  of  the  brute  it  is  evident  that  the  diet  must  preponderate 
in  histogenetic  material,  to  supply  the  destniction  of  tissue  caused  by 
the  muscular  exertion.  There  does  not  exist  so  much  need  for  the 
cslorifacient  element,  as  heat  is  abundantly  generated  in  the  above 
process.  In  conformity  with  this  state  of  things,  we  find  that  there 
are  in  1000  parts  68  of  the  histogenetic  principle  casein,  and  but  28 
of  the  sugar  of  milk  and  40  of  butter,  representing  the  calorifacient 
eiessents.  In  the  human  infant,  on  the  contrary,  there  not  being  the 
tame  amount  of  muscular  waste,  the  histogenetic  pabulum  is  required 
to  a  much  less  degree,  but  as  a  conso<iuonce  the  respiratory  must  be 
amply  furnished,  to  sustain  the  animal  temperature.  This  being  the 
ease,  while  there  exist  but  32  parts  of  casein  in  1000  of  human  milk, 
tkm  are  36  of  the  sugar  of  milk,  and  29  of  butter,  making  a  much 
^mler  ratio  of  the  calorifacient  to  the  nitrogenous  than  in  the  case  of 
tht  eow's  milk. 

Tbt  mrftnass  of  the  cow's  milk  for  the  conditions  of  growth  and 
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development  of  the  human  infant  is  well  illustrated  by  this  statement ; 
for  a  dilution  of  the  milk  with  water,  while  it  truly  lessens  the  per- 
centage of  the  casein,  likewise  lessens  the  calorifacient  principles  to 
the  same  extent ;  and  although  an  attempt  is  made  to  overcome  the 
disproportion  by  sweetening  it  with  sugar,  yet  it  is  a  fact  well  known 
to  physiologists  that  cane-sugar,  differing  in  composition  and  proper- 
ties as  it  does,  can  but  imperfectly  perform  the  function  of  that  elabo* 
rated  by  the  animal  economy.     That  it  may  do  so  to  a  certain  extent 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  many  children  thrive  well  upon  snch  a 
mixture  ;  but  when  such  cases  are  thrown  into  a  count  with  those  in 
which  it  does  not  agree,  it  becomes  apparent  that  such  cases  are  ex- 
ceptions.    The  physician  who  has  had  his  patience  tried,  and  reme- 
dies exhausted,  by  fruitless  efforts  to  subjugate  habitual  attacks  of 
colic  in  a  child  fed  upon  such  food,  will  attest  the  truth  of  this  asser* 
tion. 

The  evil  of  a  too  feculent  alimentation,  it  is  well  known,  resides  in 
the  irritation  of  the  digestive  organs  which  it  creates,  whereby  colic 
from  the  elimination  of  the  gaseous  products  of  fermentation ;  diar- 
rhoea in  its  various  forms,  together  with  all  the  diseases  of  the  diges- 
tive tract,  which  carry  so  many  children  to  the  grave,  are  engendered- 
Especially  is  a  diet  consisting  too  largely  of  solid  material  liable 
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generate  disease  during  the  evolution  of  the  teeth,  and  particularly  i 
it  occur  during  the  hot  months,  when  the  whole  digestive  surface  is  i 
a  state  of  highly  exalted  sensibility. 

If  consequences  of  such  magnitude  follow  an  artificial  milk  diet,^ 
what  is  to  be  expected  when  the  child  from  tlie  first  few  weeks  is  f< 
upon  bread,  crackers,  potatoes,  chicken,  beef  and  mutton  soups,  etc.  ? 
Let  the  records  of  the  sexton  tell. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Meigs,  in  his  admirable  work  on  the  diseases  of  children,, 
recommends  a  mixture  very  highly,  composed  of  gelatine,  milk,  cream, 
arrow-root,  sugar  and  water.  Experience  for  six  years  with  this 
preparation  has  convinced  me  of  its  value.  The  proportion  of  milk  is 
small,  and  the  gelatine,  cream,  arrow -root,  and  sugar  being  combusti- 
ble substances,  subserve  the  heat-making  function,  and  often  the  child 
does  better  upon  it  than  anything  I  have  ever  tried. 

For  infants,  however,  within  three  months,  who  have  unfortunately 
been  deprived  of  their  natural  aliment,  and  especially  for  those  whose 
stomach  and  bowels  have  become  so  initable  from  the  unnatural 
cramming  of  improper  food  that  they  can  digest  nothing,  however 
simple,  I  have  found  the  rennet-whey  to  be  a  most  satisfactory  food, — 
Wng  easily  assimilated,  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  system,  and 
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allowing  the  impaired  or  lost  digestive  tone  to  be  restored  to  a  normal 
condition.  The  method  of  preparation  is,  to  heat  perfectly  pure  and 
sweet  milk  to  a  temperature  of  120^,  and  to  each  pint  drop  in  a  piece 
of  rennet  about  the  size  of  a  pea.  When  coagulation  of  the  casein 
ensues,  strain  through  a  coarse  cloth,  sweeten  well,  and  it  is  ready  for 
use.     By  boiling  it  is  rendered  susceptible  of  being  kept  much  longer. 

This  process  reduces  largely  the  percentage  of  the  casein,  while  it 
does  not  interfere  with  the  respiratory  elements  of  the  food.  It  is  suf- 
ficiently nutritive  for  the  early  weeks  of  infancy,  and  especially  in 
those  irritable  conditions  before  mentioned. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  entire  amount  of  casein  in  the  milk 
is  not  coagulated  by  the  rennet,  for  a  certain  portion  of  casein  is  con- 
tained in  the  oil-globules  which  constitute  the  cream  —  quite  enough, 
propably,  for  the  purposes  of  histogenesis.  If,  however,  individual 
cmaes  require  a  larger  percentage  of  the  nitrogenous  element,  small 
quantities  of  pure  milk  may  be  afterwards  added. 

A  little  case  that  I  had  under  my  personal  supervision  for  two 
■lonths,  that  was  truly  in  a  forlorn  condition  of  deranged  nutrition 
and  consequent  emaciation,  was  put  upon  the  rennet-whey  food  ;  and 
purely  for  the  sake  of  experiment,  the  casein  which  had  previously 
been  removed  by  coagulation  was  re-dissolved  in  water  by  the  intoro- 
cQtion  of  an  alkali,  and  added  to  the  whey  in  gradually  increasing 
portions,  from  time  to  time,  so  as  to  imitate  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
varying  composition  of  the  mother's  milk.  During  the  two  months 
that  he  was  under  my  direction  he  was  fed  exclusively  upon  this  food, 
and  improved  in  health  with  a  surprising  rapidity.  At  the  end  of  the 
two  months  he  was  enabled  to  do  well  on  equal  parts  of  cow's  milk 
and  water,  and  was  afterwards  judiciously  inducted  into  the  pleasures 
of  a  foil  infantile  diet  table. 

In  a  number  of  cases  where  no  other  preparation  was  tolerated  I 
lyive  found  rennet- whey  to  act  like  a  chaim  in  calming  the  irritability 
of  the  digestive  tract,  vanquinhing  colics,  checking  diarrhoeas,  and  in 
restoring  the  suffering  infant  to  health. 


*•*  » 


Weight  cf  lAver. — Bartholinus  reckoned  the  weight  of  the  liver  in 
relation  to  the  whole  body  as  1  to  36  ;  Frerichs,  as  varying  in  healthy 
pertoos  from  1  to  17  to  1  to  50  ;  Haller,  as  1  to  25.  Haller  sets 
down  the  medium  weight  of  it  at  45  ounces  ;  Cruvelhier,  at  3  pounds  ; 
Buschke,  at  from  4  to  6  pounds. 
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Rare   Cases   in   Ophthalmic   Practice. 

BT   E.   WILLIAMS,   M.D.,   CINCINNATI,    OHIO. 

Laceration  of  (he  Choroid  hy  a  Blow  on  the  Eye, — R.  C.  R.,  a  mid — 
(lie-aged  man,  came  from  Indiana  to  consnlt  me,  on  the  10th  of  lasfc=- 
September.     On  the  night  of  the  8th  of  Juno  previous  he  was  struclc^^ 
on  the  eye  by  a  ball  of  cotton-wick,  that  had  been  dipped  in  melteX^ 
rosin  and  ignited.     As  the  lids  were  closed  when  the  blow  was  re — 

ceived,  the  only  injury  to  the  eye  itself  was  from  the  concussion 

When  the  resulting  slight  inflammation  had  subsided,  he  discoTeTecL_ 
the  following  peculiar  defect  of  vision.     Whenever  the  eye  was 
on  any  object,  a  perpendicular  blurred  appearance  was  observed, 
though  a  narrow  strip  of  thin  gauze  were  suspended  between  him  am 
the  object.     Its  centre  occupied  a  position  corresponding  to  the  axis  oi 
vision,  and  although  he  could  easily  recognize  whatever  was  behin( 
the  blur,  and  even  read  fine  print  through  it,  still  it  was  not  as  eleai 
as  to  either  side,  where  everything  was  quite  natural.     In  fixing 
eye  on  a  standing  tree,  the  veiled  perpendicular  strip,  which  wi 
dimmer  than  the  rest,  occil^ied  the  middle  of  the  trunk.     The  corre- 
sponding field  of  vision  was  not  diminished  or  contracted  in  any  dii 
tion,  nor  was  there  any  other  imperfection  except  the  one  just  men- 
tioned.    External  appearance  of  the  eye  was  natural,  and  the  pupil 
active  as  the  other. 

After  dilating  the  pupil,  I  made  a  careful  examination  with  the' 
ophthalmoscope.  Lens  and  vitreous  humor  perfectly  clear ;  optic 
papilla  and  retinal  vessels  normal.  On  requesting  the  man  to  direct 
the  eye  to  the  hole  in  my  instrument,  I  at  once  detected  a  long,  white, 
slightly  crescent-shaped  spot,  the  centre  of  which  occupying,  as  nearly 
as  I  could  determine,  the  position  of  the  macula  ItUea.  Except  in  being 
less  curved,  the  crescent  was  shaped  very  much  like  the  new  moon,  the 
concavity  presenting  towards  the  optic  papilla,  and  the  horns  present- 
ing the  one  directly  upwards  and  the  other  downwards.  In  length  it 
was  about  three  times  the  diameter  of  the  papilla  ;  and  in  width,  at  its 
widest  part  perhaps  about  one-third  of  said  diameter.  Bounding  it 
along  either  edge,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  were  minute  brown  dots 
of  pigment,  contrasting  strongly  with  the  brilliant  white  portion 
within  those  limits.  I  could  not  trace  any  of  the  retinal  vessels  across 
the  figure,  although  some  fine  ones  could  be  followeil  nearly  to  it,  and 
one  was  seen  curving  closely  around  the  superior  horn  and  continuing 
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its  course  towards  the  periphery  of  the  retina.  Notwithstanding  my 
inability  to  trace  any  vessels  across  the  choroidal  cicatrix,  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  retina  had  not  been  lacerated.  There 
was  no  loss  of  transparency,  inequality,  or  other  appearance  indicat- 
ing traumatic  lesion  of  that  structure. 

After  the  discovery  by  the  ophthalmoscope  of  the  rent  in  the  choroid, 
1  again  tested  the  vision  most  accurately,  by  causing  him' to  look  at  a 
fixed  point  on  a  large  map  suspended  on  the  wall,  some  four  feet  from 
him,  the  other  eye  being  closed.  Then  by  carrying  a  gold  pencil,  held 
close  to  the  map,  from  that  point  successively  in  different  radiating 
directions,  and  urging  him  to  pay  strict  attention  to  it,  I  reassured 
myself  that  there  was  no  defect  in  any  part  of  the  field  of  vision  except 
the  slight  perpendicular  blur  in  the  centre,  which  corresponded  to  the 
laceration  in  the  choroid.  I  found  the  point  on  the  map  where  the 
image  of  the  pencil  fell  on  the  optic  papilla  and  was  invisible ;  then 
moveil  ii  slowly,  so  that  the  image  traversed  the  retina  in  the  direction 
of  the  macula  lutea.  After  leaving  the  optic  disc  it  was  quite  clear 
till  it  reached  the  axis  of  vision,  where  it  became  dim,  and  then 
emcrge<l  again  in  its  natural  clearness  on  the  opposite  side.  If  the 
retina  had  been  lacerated  with  the  choroid,  vision  beyond  it  in  the 
Mctor  bounded  by  two  radii  drawn  from  the  centre  of  the  papilla 
through  the  two  extremities  of  the  crescent,  and  continued  on  to  the 
ura  fcoriata  retinae,  would  have  been  null.  Tlie  absence  of  this  phenom- 
enon, therefore,  precludes  the  possibility  of  any  solution  of  continuity 
in  the  retina.  The  patient  was  a  man  of  intelligence,  and  I  could  rely 
u]K>n  his  statements  with  full  confidence. 

The  whiteness  of  the  figure  seen  by  the  ophthalmoscope  was  caused 
by  the  strong  reflection  of  light  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  sclerotic. 
The  shafK*  of  the  spot  was  such  as  would  have  resulted  from  a  curved 
laceration  of  the  choroid,  in  consequence  of  its  elasticity. 

At  the  time  I  examined  this  man  and  noted  the  results,  I  had  never 
wi'U  a  case  reported  of  isolated  rupture  of  the  choroid  detecte<l  by  an 
ophthalmoscopic  examination.  I  find,  however,  a  short  account  of 
two  suili  cases  in  Oraefe's  Archiv,  vol.  i.,  p.  402,  which  I  will  trans- 
late entire  : 

1.  **  A  baker,  through  a  severe  injury,  had  suffered  a  fracture  of  the 
06  nasi  and  contusion  of  the  eyelids,  with  simultaneous  impairment  of 
vision.     The  central  portion  of  the  field  of  vision  appeared  to 
darkt'nt^i,  as  he  could  only  with  difficulty  decipher  large  lettiev 
examination  some  weeks  after  the  accident,  the  optic  pftpOht 
rbombic  portion  of  the  background  of  the 
ieparated  from  the  rest  by  a  small,  redi 
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was  open  only  in  the  angle  directed  upwards  and  inwards ;  on  all 
other  sides  it  was  closed, — so  that  the  parts  enclosed  by  the  strip  only 
were  continuous  with  the  other  healthy  background  at  that  point. 
For  the  rest,  the  retina  and  choroid  within  the  enclosed  figure  were  in 
the  most  of  their  extent  of  a  normal  appearance  ;*  for  a  short  distance, 
however,  close  to  the  brown  border,  the  choroid  exhibited  little  streaks 
of  ecchymosis.  At  the  time  I  could  make  no  more  definite  diagnosis 
than  that  it  was  the  remains  of  a  hiemoiThage  from  the  choroid,  caused 
by  the  trauma.  But  during  observations  kept  up  for  several  months, 
the  ecchymoses  disappeared,  and  a  light  brown  pigment  remained  in 
their  places,  and  the  bordering  dark  stripe  grew  lighter  and  lighter  till 
it  became  finally  brilliant  white,  only  bounded  by  brown  lines  along 
its  margins.  It  was  then  perfectly  evident  that  the  choroid  to  this 
extent  was  ruptured  ;  and  it  was  the  sclerotic  that  gave  the  brilliant 
reflection  through  the  transparent  retina  that  lay  over  it.  The  vessels 
of  the  retina  could  be  followed  uninterruptedly  over  the  rupture,  ex- 
cept that  one  large  vessel  was  likewise  torn  across.  From  this  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that  the  retina  was  not  ruptured  with  the  choroid,  or  at 
most  only  in  limited  portions.  Besides,  if  the  continuity  of  the  retina 
had  been  interrupted  to  the  same  extent  as  the  choroid,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  see  as  well  as  he  did.  The  state  of  the  vision  was 
not  altered  even  half  a  year  afterwards,  from  what  it  was  at  the  first 
examination. 

2.  **  A  girl  in  her  twentieth  year  consulted  me  on  account  of  con- 
vergent strabismus,  and  a  high  degree  of  impairment  of  vision  in  the 
right  eye,  both  of  which  had  remained  as  the  result  of  an  injury.  I 
found  the  musculus  abducens  very  inactive,  and  by  an  ophthalmosco- 
pic examination  a  very  bright  stripe,  which  reflected  the  light  strongly 
and  which  extended  from  the  papilla  inwards  across  the  background 
of  the  eye,  having  about  the  width  of  half  the  diameter  of  the  optic 
disc  and  ^\e  times  its  length.  Its  margins  were  marked  by  rusty 
brown  pigment  masses,  and  two  retinal  vessels  wei-e  seen  running 
uninterruptedly  across  the  stripe.  I  referred  these  changes  also  to  a 
rupture  of  the  choroid.  The  patient  could  only  recognize  very  large 
print,  and  moderately  large  with  strong  convex  glasses." 

In  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  Reports  for  October,  1860,  I  find  a 
short  paper  on  **  Scars  of  the  Choroid  after  Traumatic  Rupture,"  by 
Dr.  P.  Frank,  in  which  he  says  : 

**  I  have  had  opportunities  of  observing  two  cases  of  a  similar 
nature.  In  one  the  eye  had  frequently  sustained  direct  contusion,  and 
'diflTerent  choroid  changes  coexisted  with  the  bright  silvery  streaks, 
pointing  to  fissures  in  that  membrane. 

"  The  second  case  is  invested  with  peculiar  interest.  Tlie  choroidal 
rupture  originated  in  an  indirect  injury,  and  the  changes  by  which 
perfect  blindness  was  finally  induced  supervened  at  a  period  remote 
from  the  date  of  the  primary  accident." 

'Die  patient  last  referred  to  received  a  blow  with  a  brickbat  deveft 
years  ago,  over  the  right  supra-orbital  region,  to  which  the  Mitll9r 
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tttribntes  the  lacerations  of  the  choroid,  of  which  he  finds  evidences 
n  the  presence  of  two  white  bands  diverging  from  the  optic  papilla 
knd  crossed  by  vessels  of  the  retina,  which  extend  across  the  entire 
ondas  of  the  eje,  as  far  forwards  towards  the  ora  scrrata  as  the  eye 
rould  trace  them.  From  his  history  of  the  case,  and  the  other  textural 
ifamnges  in  the  retina  and  choroid,  I  think  it  very  problematical 
rhether  the  bands  described  were  scars  from  choroidal  mptnres  or  not. 
[  hAve  seen  quite  similar  appearances  in  the  eye  of  a  patient  who  was 
rery  amblyopic  from  previous  choroiditis,  and  who  never  had  received 
iDj  injury.  It  is  not  impossible,  however,  that  his  opinion  of  their 
jmumatic  origin  may  be  correct. 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  correctness  of  the  supposed  traumatic 
mgpn  of  the  ophthalmoscopic  appearances  in  the  other  cases,  it  seems 
,0  me  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  about  tHe  existence  of  isolated  rup- 
are  of  the  choroid  in  my  patient,  and  in  the  first  one  described  by 
Dr.  Graefe.  In  my  case  the  vision  suffered  less,  and  the  situation  and 
peculiar  shape  of  the  rupture  were  remarkable.  Why  it  is  that  the 
retina,  which  is  so  delicate  an  organ,  should  resist  the  lacerating  ten- 
lency  of  a  concussion  more  than  the  choroid,  is  a  point  about  which  I 
will  venture  no  opinion  at  present. 


Probable  Trauma  of  the  Optic  ^ferve,—B.  F.  P.,  ast.  23,  a  healthy 
fanner,  consulted  me  on  the  27th  of  March,  1860.  He  stated  that 
6ve  years  previously  he  fell  from  a  load  of  hay  upon  an  iron  pitchfork, 
one  of  the  prongs  of  which  ran  into  the  orbit  above  his  eye  so  far  that 
it  requiretl  considerable  force  to  extricate  it.  Instantaneous,  complete 
and  permanent  blindness  ensued.  About  a  table- spoonful  of  blood 
mcapeii  from  the  wound  ;  and  for  the  following  three  or  four  days  he 
felt  a  pain  and  soreness  immediately  behind  the  eyeball,  whenever  it 
waii  rotateil,  but  not  otherwise.  The  wound  healed  in  a  few  days,  and 
he  had  had  no  trouble  with  it  since,  oxcopt  an  occasional  slight  pain, 
as  he  cxprcft8e<l  it,  in  the  bone  back  of  the  eye.  Status  prcesens  :  Eye 
slightly  divergent,  but  freely  movable  in  all  directions,  and  its  exter- 
nal appearance  natural.  Pupil  quite  active,  and  like  the  other  when 
both  eyes  are  open,  but  if  the  sound  eye  is  closed,  it  dilates  to  a  large 
size  and  remains  immovable.  There  has  never  been  any  sensation  of 
light  since  the  accident,  and  I  oaa  dertloD  no  phosphenes  by  pressure. 

On  inspection  witk  tK  dioptric  media  are 

fomid  qnite  limnspftwl*  'wn,  of  a  bril- 

Ikal  peulj  iririls  ^  margin. 
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ciallj  the  arteries,  are  smaller  in  size  and  less  numerons  than  in 
well  eye.     The  contrast  between  the  brilliant  white  nerve  entrance    'xn 
the  amaui'otic  eye  and  the  normal  one  in  the  sonnd  organ  is  ve^7 
striking. 

I  made  the  problematical  diagnosis  of  direct  injury,  perhaps  co: 
plete  division,  of  the  optic  cord  by  the  fork.     I  think  the  sadden  a 
complete  loss  of  all  sensation  of  light,  the  pain  and  soreness  expe: 
enced  directly  behind  the  globe  on  the  slightest  motion  of  the  san^  e, 
and  the  absence  of  all  evidence,  either  from  the  sufferings  of  the  patie  'Sit 
or  from  the  ophthalmoscopic  examination,  that  the  globe  itself  h^aid 
been  seriously  injured, —  all  these  facts  point  to  lesion  of  the  op^^ic 
nerve  in  the  orbit  as  the  most  reasonable  cause  of  the  amauroais.  If 

the  concussion  of  the  ball  had  been  sufficient  to  produce  instantanec^ 
destruction  of  all  sensation  of  light,  one  would  most  likely  find  ^ 
choroid  lacerated,  the  retina  torn,  opaque  or  detached  from  the  choroK-  d, 
the  vitreous  humor  showing  remains  of  previous  haemorrhage  into  :Sts 
substance,  traumatic  cataract  or  some  notable  lesion  of  the  eye.  '1~^  ^ 
aspect  of  the  optic  papilla  and  retinal  vessels  indicate  merely  atrop'^Biy 
of  those  structures,  a  very  natural  consequence  of  lesion  of  the  op'^***^ 
cord  and  cessation  of  the  function  of  vision. 

There  was  a  small  scar  at  the  junction  of  the  external  third  of  t        "^ 

brow  with  the  inner  two-thirds,  which  the  patient  indicated  as  t -"^ 

spot  where  the  fork  entered.  He  thought  it  penetrated  to  the  dep^^*^" 
of  two  inches.  If  it  had  passed  upwards,  the  supra-orbital  plate  a^^^^ 
the  brain  would  have  been  pierced.  Had  it  gone  more  downwan^^^*' 
the  globe  of  the  eye  would  have  i-eceived  direct  injury.  Hence  it  mi^^  -^ 
have  penetrated  in  the  direction  of  the  apex  of  the  orbit.  That  all  tlT  — ^ 
organs  in  tbat  cavity  but  the  optic  nerve  should  have  escaped  witho 
any  serious  damage  is  very  remarkable,  but  not  impossible.  If  si 
lar  accidents  have  occurred  before,  I  have  never  seen  any  account 
them. 


ttt 
1- 
of 


Tetanus  from  Injury  of  the  Eye, — On  the  23d  of  last  April  I  exti:: 
patcd  the  right  eye  of  a  stout  laboring  man,  which  had  been  inju 
on  the  5th  of  the  same  month,  and  had  been  excessively  painful  ev 
since.     I  found  a  thin  scale  of  iron,  half  an  inch  long  and  over 
quarter  of  an  inch  wide,  with  very  rough  edges,  lodged  in  the  sderc^^^ 
tic  just  behind  the  equator,  half  within  and  half  without  the  eye.     E^ 
had  passed  through  the  cornea,  iris,  lens,  vitreous  body,  and  half  of  L    * 
through  the  sclerotic,  where  it  stuck  so  tightly  that  I  had  to  cut 
sdbrotic  to  extricate  it.     I  saw  him  on  the  day  the  accident  happened 


r 


X861.]  Haughtoit — Same  JR^cHons  o»  Epilepsy,  408 

%nd  urged  an  immediate  operation,  as  I  knew  the  eye  was  destroyed 
and  the  foreign  body  was  in  it.  But  he  refused  to  have  it  done  till 
the  date  mentioned.  The  operation  was  performed  on  Tuesday  ;  the 
wound  healed  well,  and  thei-e  was  every  prospect  of  recovery  till  the 
following  Sunday,  when  I  fonnd  a  slight  tetanic  affection  of  the  jaw 
and  face.  The  contraction  extended  to  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  chest, 
and  pharynx ;  and  on  the  12th  of  May,  nineteen  days  after  the  first 
symptoms  appeared,  he  died,  exhausted  by  the  spasms  and  by  starva- 
tion from  inability  to  open  the  mouth  apd  to  swallow. 

I  attributed  the  tetanus  to  the  long  sojourn  of  so  rough  a  body  in 
the  eye  and  the  extreme  pain  which  it  produced.  The  eye  was  almost 
perfectly  fixed  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  in  consequence  of  the 
foreign  body  sticking  through  its  coats  and  the  capsule  of  Tenon  into 
the  soft  parts  of  the  orbit. 


AJtTICLI    IT. 

Sone  Refleotiont  on  Epilepsy:  Its  Etiology,  Pathology  and  Treatment. 

BT   R.   B.   HAUQHTON,    M.D.,    RICHMOND,    IND. 

Having  seen  and  treated  several  cases  of  epilepsy,  and  having  been 
asked  by  a  reporter  on  epilepsy  to  the  National  Association  to  furnish 
to  him  any  thoughts  on  this  subject,  I  do  so  in  this  manner,  through 
your  jonmal.  I  do  not  propose  to  clear  up  the  doubt,  the  uncertainty ^ 
tad  gloom  which  hangs  upon  its  history,  and  over  the  unfortunate 
patient  who  happens  to  be  its  victim,  but  offer  what  I  have  observed 
in  the  treatment  of  ten  eases  in  about  nine  years. 

The  great  functions  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  are  thought, 
sensation,  an<l  voluntary  motion.  Volition,  or  will,  is  an  iniiuence 
pro<luced  in  the  brain,  and  operating  upon  voluntary  muscles  through 
the  agency  of  the  spinal  cord  and  nerves,  prmlucing  all  the  beauties  of 
art,  the  harmonies  of  music,  all  the  haimonies  which  charm  the  eye 
and  ear,  and  the  world  is  a  world  of  beauty.  But  motions  which  are 
involnntary  also  are  produced,  through  the  agency  of  that  very  impor- 
tant portion  of  the  nervous  system,  the  spinal  cord ;  and  when  by 
neflex  nervous  intluence  irritation  is  propagated  to  any  portion  of  the 
involnntary  muscular  system,  we  may  get  spasmodic  action,  convul- 
sions, of  'that  fearful  character,  dreadful  to  look  upon  and  contem- 
plate, viz.,  epilepsy.  The  human  face  and  form  divine  are  often 
dianged  —  alas!  fearfully  changed :  the  look  of  beauty  and  intelli- 
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gence  fades  away,  and  the  blank  expression  of  idiocy  is  seen  slowly  to 
take  its  place. 

This  disease  is  not  often  painful,  very  seldom  immediately  fatal, 
and  may  be  entirely  recovered  from  —  aye,  cured,  removed  by  remedial 
agency,  and  the  sufferers  restored  to  perfect  health.  This  is,  however, 
not  the  most  common  termination. 

I  have  seen  the  patient,  the  victim  of  epilepsy,  open  his  lips  to 
speak  to  mo  as  he  met  me  perhaps  upon  the  street,  suddenly  attacked, 
the  eyes  suddenly  averted,  the  n^uscular  motions  suddenly  arrested,  and 
uttering  one  of  those  unearthly  screams  which  some  of  them  do,  fall 
rigid,  and  then  convulsed,  to  the  ground,  consciousness  suspended, 
clonic  spasms,  stertorous  respiration,  flushed  face,  injected  eyes,  dilated 
pupils, —  all  indicating  a  fearful  stniggle,  a  fearful  disease.  The  poise 
is  hurried,  sometimes  feeble,  and  the  patient  falls  into  a  deep  sleep, 
from  which  he  awakes  with  a  feeling  of  soreness,  and  great  fatigue. 

One  peculiarity  I  have  observed  in  some  of  my  patients  is,  that  any 
idea  or  thought  having  occupied  the  mind  at  the  time  of  one  of  the 
convulsive  attacks,  is  not  lost,  but  when  the  patient  returns  to  con- 
sciousness, that  thought  is  the  first  in  his  mind,  and  the  thought  be- 
comes father  to  the  act  following.  For  instance  :  One  of  my  patients 
was  going  to  my  office  for  some  directions  about  a  portion  of  medicine 
he  was  to  take.  He  got  part  of  the  distance,  was  attacked,  picked  np, 
carried  home,  and  before  he  was  fully  restored  to  consciousness  he  got 
up,  started  for  the  office  again,  and  came  in,  asked  the  questions  which 
I  have  no  doubt  were  in  his  mind  when  attacked,  and  when  answered 
was  about  to  start  home,  and  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  he  had  just  had 
an  attack.  He  said  no,  and  seemed  surprised,  and  even  doubted  my 
assertion.  He  did  not  recollect  any  event  from  the  time  of  his  convul- 
sion to  his  talking  with  me,  though  he  had  walked  then  two  squares  ; 
and  YQi  his  thoughts  just  before  his  attack  were  fixed,  and  even  the 
convulsion  did  not  erase  them. 

All  the  phenomena  here  point  to  the  brain  as  the  seat  of  this  mala- 
dy, and  yet  often  post-mortem  examinations  reveal  nothing  of  disease. 
This  is  strange,  but  true.  When,  then,  the  absence  of  all  appearances 
of  disease  in  the  brain  precludes  the  idea  that  it  can  have  an  origin 
there,  we  have  no  other  just  pretext  but  the  one  of  reflex  irritation 
from  some  other  organ  acting  upon  a  highly  organized  and  sensitive 
» nervous  system.  Then  we  have  an  analogical  fact  in  the  convulsions 
of  children,  from  indigestible  food,  irritation  of  the  bowels,  teething, 
etc.  These  are  very  similar  conditions,  and  many  of  the  circum- 
stances  are  the  same.     In  one  case,  a  child,  which  had  been  very 
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Imcalthy,  was  attacked  with  intermittent  fever,  had  convTilsions  induced 
V>y  it,  and  each  return  of  the  cold  stage  was  followed  hy  the  convul- 
sive attack  ;  and  when  I  saw  him  the  attacks  came  regularly  once  a 
^eek,  and  without  any  cold  stage.     In  fact,  we  had  genuine  epilepsy, 
which  continued  with  him  as  long  as  I  knew  him. 

Here  is  a  point  in  those  cases  which  has  heen  very  interesting  to 
me  :  I  refer  to  habit — its  influence  upon  the  nervous  system.  In  this 
case  just  mentioned,  evidently  the  habit  which  had  been  set  up  by  the 
action  of  intermittent  fever  in  the  nervous  system,  of  recurring  con- 
vulsions, evidently  continued  after  the  paroxysms  were  arrested.  The 
boy  in  the  intervals  was  apparently  as  healthy  as  any  boy  in  the 
world ;  but  tnie  to  the  mode  of  action  enstamped  upon  the  nervous 
system  by  a  few  convulsions  recurring  with  the  fever,  that  it  seemed  a 
law  of  his  being,  and  could  not  be  arrested.  We  are  forced,  then,  to 
conclude  that  there  are  dynamic  changes  which  take  place  in  the  ner- 
vous system,  that,  when  produced,  and  by  whatever  causes,  may 
transmit  convulsive  action  to  the  muscles, — and  in  fact  these  changes 
may  be  so  great  that  death  may  occur  and  yet  no  trace  be  left  in  the 
brain  to  explain  it.  This  is  so  in  some  conditions,  as  in  puerperal 
states ;  death  may  take  place  suddenly  and  no  trace  is  left  as  to  the 
cause.  If,  then,  the  boldest  theorist  can  not  discover  or  imagine  a  cause 
in  the  brain,  and  the  cadaveric  examination  does  not  reveal  any  trace 
of  lesion  in  the  brain  in  epilepsy,  physiological  and  anatomical  inves- 
tigations aid  us  in  developing  the  truth,  and  we  base  our  treatment 
upon  it. 

Again,  we  find  that  in  some  cases  the  brain  does  give  evidence  of  a 
morbid  condition.  There  is  claimed  to  be,  bv  some  authorities  on  this 
subject,  constant  alterations  from  health  in  the  appearances  of  the 
brain,  as  injection  of  the  vessels  of  the  membranes,  and  of  the  brain 
itself ;  but  this  can  not  be  admitted  as  satisfactory  evidence,  as  the 
mode  of  death  may  produce  the  changes  and  appearances  observed. 

Tlie  aura  epileptica  is  a  very  curiouy  phenomena,  but  is  not  found  to 
exist  in  all  cases.  In  those  cases  I  have  seen,  it  has  been  entirely  ab- 
sent in  some,  and  in  others  there  were  curious  feelings  just  before  the 
attack,  but  did  not  begin  always  in  the  same  locality. 

Among  those  causes  which  I  believe  to  exist  as  prominent  in  the 
production  of  epilepsy  in  young  persons,  after  arriving  at  or  near 
adult  age,  is  onanism.  In  those  cases  which  I  have  seen,  I  have 
traced  their  history  satisfactorily  to  constant  self-abuse ;  and  in  one 
case  which  commenced  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  the  patient  fraoklv  •Ami^- 
ted  it»  and  said  to  me,  "  You  are  the  first  physuaaft 
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of  it ;  though,"  he  added,  **  I  suspected  and  believed  that  it  wms  the 
cause  of  my  trouble, —  but  I  never  told  any  person."  Thia  patient 
was  greatly  benefitted  by  treatment,  and  for  eighteen  months  did  not 
have  an  attack  ;  but  after  violating  rule,  and  indulging  in  excesses,  the 
attack  returned. 

Again,  in  another  case,  I  could  trace  the  disease  to  a  hereditary 
transmission,  and  several  members  of  the  same  family  had  safifered  tke 
same  trouble,  but  after  passing  middle  life,  th^y  completely  recovered. 
This  last  patient  was  not  benefitted  by  any  treatment,  and  died  in  July 
last,  comatose,  paralyzed,  after  lingering  in  that  condition  sevend 
days.  No  examination  of  the  body  was  allowed.  This  case  was  one 
of  much  interest  to  me,  as  I  often  saw  him  in  his  attacks,  and  often 
the  convulsions  would  be  repeated  many  times  in  the  day,  often  leav- 
ing the  patient  deranged  or  maniacal,  requiring  force  to  control  his 
disppsition  to  injure  himself  or  friends.  His  motions,  too,  under 
these  circumstanced  were  rapid,  and  his  strength  was  greater  than  at 
other  times.  Upon  one  occasion,  in  one  of  those  conditions,  I  went 
into  his  room  and  spoke  to  him,  and  before  I  could  comprehend  his 
effort,  he  struck  me  a  forcible  blow  with  his  fist,  so  much  as  to  staggn 
me.  This  upon  other  occasions  was  reversed,  and  we  would  find  him 
lively,  laughing,  and  sometimes  singing  with  an  appearance  of  wild 
excitement,  which  was  sorrowful  to  look  upon  —  a  mind  in  ruins, » 
noble  spirit  trailing,  as  it  wore,  in  the  dust,  the  dark  cloud  of  despaic 
settling  down  upon  him  as  with  the  mantle  of  darkness. 

Another  case  was  traceable  to  scarlet  fever  ;  another,  again,  to  onan — 
ism  ;  and  there  are  numberless  causes,  almost,  for  this  disease,  whicl:^  - 
I  will  not  stop  to  enumerate. 

Dr.  Watson  gives  a  very  singular  cause  for  this  disease,  viz., 
sight  of  another  person  in  a  Hi  of  this  kind.     The  efiect  seems  to 
almost  contagious,  and  numbers  of  pcrsous,  as  in  boarding  schooli 
have  been  known  to  be  attacked  after  having  seen  one  of  their  nnmbei 
attacked.     Drs.  Hardy,  Meyer,  Cullen,  have  all  observed  this  influ- 
ence, and   Dr.  Hardy  gives  the  following  :  **  Vidimus,  anno  1690, 
Dalmatia,   juvenum   gravissimis    corrcptum    convulsionibns,    proptei 
quod  inspexorat  solum  modo  olium  juvenum  dum  epilepsia  humi,  con^ 
torqucbatur."     This  is,  no  doubt,  the  result  of  an  influence  upon  thep* 
mind,  upon  the  brain,  and  nervous  system,  through  the  agency  of  the 
special  souses,  and  like  the  mind  in  its  influence  in  curing  disease,  aW 
may  produce  it. 

He  diagnosis  in  this  disease  is  easy,  and  persons  who  have  ever 
seen  a  genuine  case  of  it,  need  never  be  mistaken.     The  prognoaia  iB 
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more  difficult  —  in  ftwjt,  we  are  never  justified  in  making  a  positiTiB 
one  for  or  against  a  patient,  thongh  oftentimes  yon  will  be  nrged 
repeatedly  by  anxions  friends  to  say  what  will  be  the  result. 

Can  the  patient  be  cured  ?  Some  cases  get  well ;  however,  tbey  are 
the  fewest  number.  I  have  seen,  under  my  own  treatment,  two  cases 
cored,  and  after  two  years  no  attack  had  recurred.  Again,  in  one 
fiimily,  whera  several  members  had  at  various  times  suffered,  after 
maturity  they  got  rid  of  their  disease, —  and  in  those  persons  it  has 
never  recurred.  The  parties  to  whom  I  now  allude  I  am  personally 
acquainted  with.  The  eccentric  epilepsy  to  which  Dr.  Marshall  Hall 
alludes  is  often  a  curable  disease,  I  have  no  doubt,  particularly  in  chil- 
dren,  as  causes  external  are  removed  ;  for  reflex  action  upon  the  nerv- 
ous system  produces  it  in  them.  The  irritation  of  teething,  for  in- 
stance, may  produce  epilepsy, — and  it  may  continue  till  adult  age,  and 
then  disappear.  There  is  clearly,  however,  one  difficulty  which  stands 
in  the  way  of  a  rapid  cure  of  eccentric  epilepsy,  and  this  is  the  habit 
of  the  nervous  system  which  is  induced  by  the  attacks.  We  may  re- 
move the  original  cause  or  irritation,  yet  there  is  a  periodicity  in  the 
aetkm  of  the  nervous  system,  and  it  is  this  which  often  prevents  or 
protracts  the  cure.  This  periodical  action  of  the  nervous  system  is  the 
nesult  of  that  law  or  habit  which  governs  the  whole  physical  economy. 
Man  is  said  to  be  a  bundle  of  habits,  and  every >day  observation  proves 
to  ws  that  a  habit  which  has  been  contracted  by  any  means,  is  often 
continued  without  the  agency  of  the  will  — in  fact,  involuntarily,  and 
withmit  even  knowledge.  So,  too,  in  reganl  to  the  effect  produced  by 
disease  npon  the  nervous  system.  My  observation  confirms  these  re- 
marks, and  many  others  may  have  similar  experience  ;  and  others, 
again,  may  have  directly  opposite  experience,  as  cases  diflfer  so  widely 
that  no  universal  law  of  experience  or  observation  holds  good.  The 
experience  of  Heberdccn  was  against  the  idea  of  departure  of  this  dis- 
eaj»e  in  those  who  had  grown  up  wilh  it.  The  fact,  however,  is  unde- 
niable. 

There  is  another  class  of  causes  which  are  productive  of  epilepsy,  and 
may  be  removed,  as  sometimes  they  are, — viz.,  in  cases  of  injury  to 
the  brain  by  falls,  blows,  fractures.  Fractnres  of  the  cranium  with 
depression  of  the  bone,  with  injury  to  the  membranes  and  brain  itself, 
mar  be  followeti  by  epilepsy,  if  the  patient  should  survive  the  injury. 
Vh.  I^omax,  of  Indiana,  reports  such  a  case  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
State  Medical  Association  for  185><.  There  were  fracture,  depression 
of  bose,  loss  of  a  portion  of  brain  matter  to  the  amount  of  two  ounces. 
n*  pctieat  Yecotered,  and  the  health  of  mind  and  body  apparently 
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was  completely  restored.  The  health  of  the  boy  remained  good  for 
nearly  twelve  months,  when,  without  any  premonitions,  he  suffered  an 
attack  of  epilepsy  ;  and  such  attacks  have  been  repeated  at  interrals  of 
one  to  three  months. 

Cases  are  often  presented  to  us  of  epilepsy  from  falls,  the  kick  oft 
horse,  where  the  patients  recovered  without  any  difficulty  from  the  first 
injury,  and   after  months  or  years   epilepsy  makes  its   appearance. 
There  is  a  gentleman  who  received  an  injury  of  the  os  frontis,  and 
recovered  from  it,  but  after  a  few  months  epilepsy  followed.     Dr. 
John  C.  Warren  trephined  him,  removing  a  portion  of  bone  immedi- 
ately in  the  centre  of  the  forehead.     It  cured  him.     He  has  not  had  an 
attack  since  ;  resides  now  in  Richmond  in  perfect  health.     The  open- 
tion  of  trephining  has  been  more  frequently  recommended  in  cases  of 
epilepsy  than  formerly,  but  I  think  with  doubtful  success.     I  saw  s 
case  in  March  last,  which  had  received  a  kick  from  a  horse  some  six 
years  before.     For  four  years  he  had  enjoyed  pretty  good  health,  but 
then  began  to  suffer  with  loss  of  vision,  occasional  attacks  of  epOepsy, 
and  he  was  anxious  to  find  some  relief.     He  had  been  told  that  tre- 
phining would  cure  him.     It  should  be  remarked  there  is  no  depres- 
sion of  the  cranium,  but  a  cicatrix  passing  from  the  supra-orbital  fora- 
men obliquely  backwards,  upwards  and  outwards,  and  he  often  com- 
plains of  pain  in  that  (the  left)  side  of  his  head.   He  is  now  totally  blind, 
some  loss  of  power  in  the  right  side,  and  the  diagnosis  is  somewbtt 
obscure,  but  evidently  no  indication  for  an  operation.     There  is,  no 
doubt,  some  obscure,  chronic  form  of  disease  of  the  brain,  but  with  tbe 
doubts  in  his  case,  no  prudent  surgeon  would  operate  upon  him.    Dr> 
Blackman,  of  Cincinnati,  came  to  see  him,  and  I  also  saw  him.    Bis 
opinion  was,  that  no  operation  should  be  performed.     The  doctor  also 
told  me  he  had  recently  operated  upon  two  cases,  both  of  which  finallj 
died  ;  though  one  of  them  recovered  from  the  operation,  and  was  ben- 
efitted for  two  months,  but  became  comatose  and  died.     His  opinion 
is  not  very  favorable  to  this  operation.     There  are  cases,  no  doubt, 
where  depression  of  bone  exists,  and  the  history  and  circumstances 
indicate  that  epilepsy  depends  upon  the  pressure  or  irritation  induced 
by  depressed  bone.     Then  an  operation  should  be  resorted  to,  odier 
things  being  equal. 

The  operation  of  trephining  has  at  all  times  had  able  advocates,  bo^ 
for  and  against,  and  although  some  statistical  facts  support  and  jostiQr 
it,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  at  one  period  surgeons  resorted  Qnnsotf* 
sarily  to  its  use,  as  in  cases  of  concussion  where  efiosion  was 
to  exist  merely  because  the  bone  was  discolored  or  too  TlMObl 
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has  cast  diBcredit  upon  a  very  valuable  operation,  and  doubts  of  its 
QtOity  have  existed,  and  patients  have  been  allowed  to  sink  under  dis- 
ease which  might  have  been  removed. 

Statistical  facts,  as  given  by  Prof.  Smith,  in  epilepsy  are  favorable 
to  operating.  In  fourteen  cases  trephined  for  this  disease,  one  died 
and  thirteen  were  cured.  In  a  summary  of  one  hundred  and  seven 
cases  trephined,  given  by  Prof.  Smith,  fifty-two  wera  cured  and  fifty- 
five  died  ;  nearly  one-half  recovered  and  were  cured,  including  epilep- 
tic cases  —  in  which  disease  he  says  :  "  The  use  of  the  trephine  ap- 
pears to  have  been  especially  successful." 

Pathdogy, — ^The  pathology  of  epilepsy  is  obscure,  and  therefore  our. 
treatment  has  mostly  been  unsuccessful ;  for  in  proportion  as  we  un- 
derstand the  nature  of  diseased  action,  the  morbid  appearances  pre- 
sented, and  have  rational  views  of  its  production,  progress  and  termi- 
nation, we  are  in  a  proper  condition  to  treat  it  successfully.  As  we 
have  already  indicated,  the  morbid  appearances,  so  far  as  the  brain  is 
concerned,  do  not  exist  always.  Again,  we  have  found  that  the  brain 
does  present  morbid  conditions,  though  I  have  no  doubt  more  the 
result  of  the  condition  of  the  brain,  which  has  been  produced  by  repeat- 
ed attacks,  than  any  condition  existing  in  the  brain  itself  which  is  a 
cause  of  epilepsy.  I  regard,  then,  these  morbid  conditions  found  to 
exist  after  death  the  result  of  the  disease,  rather  than  the  cause  of  it. 
The  disease  often  consists  in  a  peculiarly  sensitive  condition  of  the 
nervous  system,  a  morbid  excitability  of  the  brain  ;  and  any  special 
•oaroe  of  irritation  acting  upon  this  excitability  will  often  produce 
epilepsy.  In  this  condition,  function  is  destroyed,  or  so  impaired  and 
enfeebled  that  there  is  no  means  of  bringing  up  the  tone  of  the  nervona 
ajttem  to  a  healthy  standard,  and  the  disease  is  not  arrested.  This  ia 
the  result  of  irritation  long  continued,  and  the  effect  of  it  in  any  organ 
ia  first  to  derange  function  and  finally  to  destroy  it.  Apoplexy  differs 
in  this,  that  the  irritation  which  produces  it  abolishes  function  at  once, 
raspends  all  the  operations  of  the  mind,  and  extends  to  the  muscles ; 
the  motor  power  is  abolished,  destroyed,  and  often  there  never  is  any 
diange  from  this  ;  the  patient  dies  in  his  attack.  Now  if  it  be  true, 
and  admitted,  that  the  spinal  centres  are  capable  of  producing  invol- 
untary contraction,  then  it  is  true,  also,  that  this  jrritation  may  be  re- 
flected apon  the  brain  with  such  force  as  to  produce  epilepsy.  All 
Tolimtaiy  power  has  its  origin  in  the  brain  ;  the  will  is  the  result  of 
diia  power  or  force  residing  in  the  brain,  and  all  this  may  be  abolished 
jor  wipiadad  bj  aaj  iiiilaBt  ontaida  of  the  brain.  Hence  this  disease 
jjpJIOif**  ^«ii^ and  that  organic 
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was  completely  restored.  The  health  of  the  hoy  remained  good  for 
nearly  twelve  months,  when,  without  any  premonitions,  he  Buffered  an 
attack  of  epilepsy  ;  and  such  attacks  have  been  repeated  at  intervals  of 
one  to  three  months. 

Cases  SLYe  often  presented  to  us  of  epilepsy  from  falls,  the  kick  of  a 
horse,  where  the  patients  recovered  without  any  difficulty  from  the  first 
injury,  and  after  months  or  years  epilepsy  makes  its  appearance. 
There  is  a  gentleman  who  received  an  injury  of  the  os  frontis,  and 
recovered  from  it,  but  after  a  few  months  epilepsy  followed.  Dr. 
John  C.  Warren  trephined  him,  removing  a  portion  of  bone  immedi- 
ately in  the  centre  of  the  forehead.  It  cured  him.  He  has  not  had  an 
attack  since  ;  resides  now  in  Richmond  in  perfect  health.  The  opera- 
tion of  trephining  has  been  more  frequently  recommended  in  cases  of 
epilepsy  than  formerly,  but  I  think  with  doubtful  success.  I  saw  a 
case  in  March  last,  which  had  received  a  kick  from  a  horse  some  six 
years  before.  For  four  years  he  had  enjoyed  pretty  good  health,  but 
then  began  to  suffer  with  loss  of  vision,  occasional  attacks  of  epilepsy, 
and  he  was  anxious  to  find  some  relief.  He  had  been  told  that  tre- 
phining would  cure  him.  It  should  be  remarked  there  is  no  depres- 
sion of  the  cranium,  but  a  cicatrix  passing  from  the  supra-orbital  fora- 
men obliquely  backwards,  upwards  and  outwards,  and  he  often  com- 
plains of  pain  in  that  (the  left)  side  of  his  head.  He  is  now  totally  blind, 
some  loss  of  power  in  the  right  side,  and  the  diagnosis  is  somewhat 
obscure,  but  evidently  no  indication  for  an  operation.  There  is,  no 
doubt,  some  obscure,  chronic  form  of  disease  of  the  brain,  but  with  the 
doubts  in  his  case,  no  prudent  surgeon  would  operate  upon  him.  Dr. 
Blackman,  of  Cincinnati,  came  to  see  him,  and  I  also  saw  him.  His 
opinion  was,  that  no  operation  should  be  performed.  The  doctor  also 
told  me  he  had  recently  operated  upon  two  cases,  both  of  which  finally 
died  ;  though  one  of  them  recovered  from  the  operation,  and  was  ben- 
efitted for  two  months,  but  became  comatose  and  died.  His  opinion 
is  not  very  favorable  to  this  operation.  There  are  cases,  no  doubt, 
where  depression  of  bone  exists,  and  the  history  and  circumstances 
indicate  that  epilepsy  depends  upon  the  pressure  or  irritation  induced 
by  depressed  bone.  Then  an  operation  should  be  resorted  to,  other 
things  being  equal. 

Tlie  operation  of  trephining  has  at  all  times  had  able  advocates,  both 
for  and  against,  and  although  some  statistical  facts  support  and  justify 
it,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  at  one  period  surgeons  resorted  unneces- 
sarily to  its  use,  as  in  cases  of  concussion  where  efiusion  was  supposed 
to  exist  merely  because  the  bone  was  discolored  or  too  vascular.    This 
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has  cast  discredit  upon  a  very  valuable  operation,  and  doubts  of  its 
utility  have  existed,  and  patients  have  been  allowed  to  sink  under  dis- 
ease which  might  have  been  removed. 

Statistical  facts,  as  given  by  Prof.  Smith,  in  epilepsy  are  favorable 
to  operating.  In  fourteen  cases  trephined  for  this  disease,  one  died 
and  thirteen  were  cured.  In  a  summary  of  one  hundred  and  seven 
cases  trephined,  given  by  Prof.  Smith,  fifty-two  were  cured  and  fifty- 
five  died  ;  nearly  one-half  recovered  and  were  cured,  including  epilep- 
tic cases  —  in  which  disease  he  says  :  "  The  use  of  the  trephine  ap- 
pears to  have  been  especially  successful." 

Pathology, — ^The  pathology  of  epilepsy  is  obscure,  and  therefore  our, 
treatment  has  mostly  been  unsuccessful ;  for  in  proportion  as  we  un- 
derstand the  nature  of  diseased  action,  the  morbid  appearances  pre- 
sented, and  have  rational  views  of  its  production,  progress  and  termi- 
nation, we  are  in  a  proper  condition  to  treat  it  successfully.  As  we 
have  already  indicated,  the  morbid  appearances,  so  far  as  the  brain  is 
concerned,  do  not  exist  always.  Again,  we  have  found  that  the  brain 
does  present  morbid  conditions,  though  I  have  no  doubt  more  the 
result  of  the  condition  of  the  brain,  which  has  been  produced  by  repeat- 
ed attacks,  than  any  condition  existing  in  the  brain  itself  which  is  a 
cause  of  epilepsy.  I  regard,  then,  these  morbid  conditions  found  to 
exist  after  death  the  result  of  the  disease,  rather  than  the  cause  of  it. 
The  disease  often  consists  in  a  peculiarly  sensitive  condition  of  the 
nervous  system,  a  morbid  excitability  of  the  brain  ;  and  any  special 
touTce  of  irritation  acting  upon  this  excitability  will  often  produce 
epilepsy.  In  this  condition,  function  is  destroyed,  or  so  impaired  and 
enfeebled  that  there  is  no  means  of  bringing  up  the  tone  of  the  nervous 
system  to  a  healthy  standard,  and  the  disease  is  not  arrested.  This  is 
the  result  of  irritation  long  continued,  and  the  effect  of  it  in  any  organ 
b  first  to  derange  function  and  finally  to  destroy  it.  Apoplexy  differs 
in  this,  that  the  irritation  which  produces  it  abolishes  function  at  once, 
mspends  all  the  operations  of  the  mind,  and  extends  to  the  muscles  ; 
the  motor  power  is  abolished,  destroyed,  and  often  there  never  is  any 
change  from  this  ;  the  patient  dies  in  his  attack.  Now  if  it  be  true, 
and  admitted,  that  the  spinal  centres  are  capable  of  producing  invol- 
untary contraction,  then  it  is  true,  also,  that  this  irritation  may  be  re- 
flected upon  the  brain  with  such  force  as  to  produce  epilepsy.  All 
voluntary  power  has  its  origin  in  the  brain  ;  the  will  is  the  result  of 
this  power  or  force  residing  in  the  brain,  and  all  this  may  be  abolished 
or  suspended  by  any  irritant  outside  of  the  brain.  Hence  this  disease 
is  not  neoetsarily  or  exclusively  a  disease  of  the  brain,  and  that  organic 
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was  completely  restored.  The  health  of  the  boy  remained  good  for 
nearly  twelve  months,  when,  without  any  premonitions,  he  Buffered  an 
attack  of  epilepsy ;  and  such  attacks  have  been  repeated  at  intervals  of 
one  to  three  months. 

Cases  are  often  presented  to  us  of  epilepsy  from  falls,  the  kick  of  a 
horse,  where  the  patients  recovered  without  any  difficulty  from  the  first 
injury,  and  after  months  or  years  epilepsy  makes  its  appearanoe. 
There  is  a  gentleman  who  received  an  injury  of  the  os  frontis,  and 
recovered  from  it,  but  after  a  few  months  epilepsy  followed.  Dr. 
John  C.  Warren  trephined  him,  removing  a  portion  of  bone  immedi- 
ately in  the  centre  of  the  forehead.  It  cured  him.  He  has  not  had  an 
attack  since  ;  resides  now  in  Richmond  in  perfect  health.  The  opera- 
tion of  trephining  has  been  more  frequently  recommended  in  cases  of 
epilepsy  than  formerly,  but  I  think  with  doubtful  success.  I  saw  a 
case  in  March  last,  which  had  received  a  kick  from  a  horse  some  six 
years  before.  For  four  years  he  had  enjoyed  pretty  good  health,  but 
then  began  to  suffer  with  loss  of  vision,  occasional  attacks  of  epflepsy, 
and  he  was  anxious  to  find  some  relief.  He  had  been  told  that  tre- 
phining would  cure  him.  It  should  be  remarked  there  is  no  depres- 
sion of  the  cranium,  but  a  cicatrix  passing  from  the  supra-orbital  fora- 
men obliquely  backwards,  upwards  and  outwards,  and  he  often  com- 
plains of  pain  in  that  (the  left)  side  of  his  head.  He  is  now  totally  blind, 
some  loss  of  power  in  the  right  side,  and  the  diagnosis  is  somewhat 
obscure,  but  evidently  no  indication  for  an  operation.  There  is,  no 
doubt,  some  obscure,  chronic  form  of  disease  of  the  brain,  but  with  the 
doubts  in  his  case,  no  prudent  surgeon  would  operate  upon  him.  Dr. 
Blackman,  of  Cincinnati,  came  to  sec  him,  and  I  also  saw  him.  His 
opinion  was,  that  no  operation  should  be  performed.  The  doctor  also 
told  me  he  had  recently  operated  upon  two  cases,  both  of  which  finally 
died  ;  though  one  of  them  recovered  from  the  operation,  and  was  ben- 
efitted for  two  months,  but  became  comatose  and  died.  His  opinion 
is  not  very  favorable  to  this  operation.  There  are  cases,  no  doubt, 
where  depression  of  bone  exists,  and  the  history  and  circumstances 
indicate  that  epilepsy  depends  upon  the  pressure  or  irritation  induced 
by  depressed  bone.  Then  an  operation  should  be  resorted  to,  other 
things  being  equal. 

Tlie  operation  of  trephining  has  at  all  times  had  able  advocates,  both 
for  and  against,  and  although  some  statistical  facts  support  and  justify 
it,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  at  one  period  surgeons  resorted  unneces- 
sarily to  its  use,  as  in  cases  of  concussion  where  efiusion  was  supposed 
to  exist  merely  because  the  bone  was  discolored  or  too  vascular.    This 
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has  cast  discredit  upon  a  very  valuable  operation,  and  doubts  of  its 
utility  have  existed,  and  patients  have  been  allowed  to  sink  under  dis- 
ease which  might  have  been  removed. 

Statistical  facts,  as  given  by  Prof.  Smith,  in  epilepsy  are  favorable 
to  operating.  In  fourteen  cases  trephined  for  this  disease,  one  died 
and  thirteen  were  cured.  In  a  summary  of  one  hundred  and  seven 
cases  trephined,  given  by  Prof.  Smith,  fifty-two  were  cured  and  fifty- 
five  died  ;  nearly  one-half  recovered  and  were  cured,  including  epilep- 
tic cases  —  in  which  disease  he  says :  "  The  use  of  the  trephine  ap- 
pears to  have  been  especially  successful." 

Pathology. — The  pathology  of  epilepsy  is  obscure,  and  therefore  our. 
treatment  has  mostly  been  unsuccessful ;  for  in  proportion  as  we  un- 
derstand the  nature  of  diseased  action,  the  morbid  appearances  pre- 
sented, and  have  rational  views  of  its  production,  progress  and  termi- 
nation, we  are  in  a  proper  condition  to  treat  it  successfully.  As  we 
have  already  indicated,  the  morbid  appearances,  so  far  as  the  brain  is 
concerned,  do  not  exist  always.  Again,  we  have  found  that  the  brain 
does  present  morbid  conditions,  though  I  have  no  doubt  more  the 
reaolt  of  the  condition  of  the  brain,  which  has  been  produced  by  repeat- 
ed attacks,  than  any  condition  existing  in  the  brain  itself  which  is  a 
cause  of  epilepsy.  I  regard,  then,  these  morbid  conditions  found  to 
exist  after  death  the  result  of  the  disease,  rather  than  the  cause  of  it. 
The  disease  often  consists  in  a  peculiarly  sensitive  condition  of  the 
nervous  system,  a  morbid  excitability  of  the  brain  ;  and  any  special 
•onroe  of  irritation  acting  upon  this  excitability  will  often  produce 
epilepsy.  In  this  condition,  function  is  destroyed,  or  so  impaired  and 
enfeebled  that  there  is  no  means  of  bringing  up  the  tone  of  the  nervous 
system  to  a  healthy  standard,  and  the  disease  is  not  arrested.  This  is 
tlie  result  of  irritation  long  continued,  and  the  effect  of  it  in  any  organ 
b  first  to  derange  function  and  finally  to  destroy  it.  Apoplexy  differs 
in  this,  that  the  irritation  which  produces  it  abolishes  function  at  once, 
fospends  all  the  operations  of  the  mind,  and  extends  to  the  muscles ; 
the  motor  power  is  abolished,  destroyed,  and  often  there  never  is  any 
diange  from  this  ;  the  patient  dies  in  his  attack.  Now  if  it  be  true, 
and  admitted,  that  the  spinal  centres  are  capable  of  producing  invol- 
mitary  contraction,  then  it  is  true,  also,  that  this  jrritation  may  be  re- 
flected npon  the  brain  with  such  force  as  to  produce  epilepsy.  All 
voluntary  power  has  its  origin  in  the  brain  ;  the  will  is  the  result  of 
this  power  or  force  residing  in  the  brain,  and  all  this  may  be  abolished 
or  suspended  by  any  irritant  outside  of  the  brain.  Hence  this  disease 
is  not  neoetsarily  or  exclusively  a  disease  of  the  brain,  and  that  oiganie 
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changes  are  not  necessary  to  have  taken  place  to  prodnce  this  difleaae 
Organic  disease  of  the  brain,  therefore,  is  not  necessary  to  its  existenoe, 
hat  may  exist  with  such  changes,  and  he  caused  by  them.  Epilepsj 
may  exist  by  reason  of  tumors  gp*owing  within  the  cranium,  by  diseaae 
of  bone,  spicula  of  bone,  effusion, —  and  all  these  conditions  produce 
their  special  irritation  ;  and  yet  there  is  no  evidence  (but  that  epflepaj 
exists)  to  prove  that  there  is  disease  of  the  brain.  Therefore  he  who 
would  promise  to  cure  epilepsy  in  three  or  six  months  (as  I  haye 
known  done),  is  not  only  ignorant  of  the  disease,  but  is  an  empiric  of 
the  basest  kind.  It  is  also  very  necessary  in  those  cases  to  carefully 
inspect  and  question  every  organ,  to  know  that  the  cause  does  or>doe8 
not  exist  somewhere  save  in  the  brain  ;  and  if  so,  and  the  cause  is  de- 
tected, the  cure  may  be  accomplished  when  this  is  removed.  If,  then, 
the  disease  still  exists,  there  is  strong  evidence  that  the  irritation  is  in 
the  brain,  and  we  know  but  little  what  that  irritation  is. 

TVecUmerU. — In  the  treatment  by  remedial  agencies  but  little  is  com- 
paratively known.  Every  case  is  peculiar  to  itself,  and  affords  no 
rule  or  guidance  for  another.  In  the  convulsive  attack  but  little  is 
demanded.  In  the  intervals  is  the  proper  time  to  administer  reme- 
dies ;  and  when  it  is  determined  where  the  source  of  irritation  is,  to 
attack  it  there,  and  if  possible  remove  it. 

As  the  treatment  of  the  books  is  so  well  known,  I  shall  not  adh«e 
in  any  wise  to  them,  and  give  my  own  opinions  and  the  means  resort- 
ed to.  While  I  may  use  some  of  the  agencies  spoken  of,  I  do  not 
claim  anything  new,  but  that  cases  have  been  cured,  and  a  few  othen 
benefitted  by  the  use  of  remedies  adapted  to  the  conditions  existing  in 
the  case. 

The  first  case  was  one  which  had  existed  from  early  childhood,  and 
after  examining  it  he  was  put  upon  the  use  of  stramonium ;  it  was 
pushed  to  a  prominent  influence,  and  maintained  for  a  considerable 
time.  The  first  effect  noticed  was  a  longer  interval  between  the  attacks, 
and  afterwards  he  was  found  clear  of  them  for  two  years,  when  I  lost 
sight  of  him,  but  often  heard  from  him,  and  he  still  remained  clear  of 
his  disease.  In  connection  with  this  remedy,  diet  was  attended  to,  and 
avoidance  of  all  excitement  which  would  prove  injurious  to  the  nerroos 
system.  His  general  health  was  greatly  improved  ;  vivacity  and 
cheerfulness  took  the  place  of  dulness  and  despair. 

I  have  used  the  various  narcotic  preparations  in  the  treatment  of 
this  disease,  and  have  received  but  temporary  benefit  from  the  use  of 
any  save  the  one  which  I  first  mentioned  (conium,  belladonna,  acon- 
ite, cannabis  indioa,  opium,  camphor,  chloroform) ;  and  none  of  them 
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hAve  accomplished  more  than  chloroform,  hoth  inhaled  and  internally 
administered.  It  quiets  the  nervons  excitement  which  is  often  extreme, 
often  enabling  the  patient  to  sleep,  and  the  threatened  paroxysm 
passes  away.  Opisthotonos  was  in  one  case  promply  relieved,  after 
the  patient  had  continued  in  successive  paroxysms  for  many  hours,  by 
the  use  of  chloroform,  no  other  remedy  having  done  any  good.  I  have 
used  nitrate  of  silver,  and  sulphale  of  zinc,  with  no  apparent  benefit. 
The  tincture  of  veratrum  viride  did  much  good  in  one  case,  by  con- 
trolling the  circulation,  and  thereby  quieting  the  nervous  excitability. 
I  have  used  also  the  hydrocyanate  of  iron,  with  an  efiect  to  strengthen 
the  tone  of  the  general  health,  but  not  long  eivough  to  arrest  the  par- 
oxysms of  epilepsy,  if  indeed  it  would  do  so.  It  is  highly  recommend- 
ed by  Prof.  McGug^n,  of  the  Iowa  University,  and  he  told  me  that 
several  cases  had  no  doubt  been  cured  by  it.  I  believe  this  remedy 
was  first  recommended  and  used  in  epilepsy  by  McGugin,  and  if  it 
thonld  prove  as  beneficial  in  the  hands  of  others  as  in  his,  it  is  a  boon 
to  the  unfortunate  epileptic.  One  thing  I  have  to  suggest  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease,  and  it  is  the  use  of  strychnia,  or  some  of  its 
preparations.  I  used  it  one  case  with  apparent  benefit,  but  not  suffi- 
ciently long  to  effisct  permanent  good.  As  there  is,  without  doubt,  an 
excessive  irritability  of  the  nervous  system  and  brain,  and  the  result 
of  this  excitability  being  debility,  this  remedy  appears  to  me  to  be 
qiiite  well  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  many  cases  of  this  disease, 
particularly  of  those  in  which  no  organic  changes  are  detected,  as 
going  on  in  the  brain.  It  is  particularly  a  tonic  to  the  nervous  system, 
and  through  it  must  act  upon  all  the  functions  of  the  system.  Con- 
joined with  it  may  be  other  tonics,  which  are  known  to  be  of  benefit. 
Hus  completes  all  I  have  to  say  about  treatment. 

Remarks. — ^The  paroxysmal  character  of  epilepsy  is  very  similar  to 
tlie  convulsions  of  children,  which  are  often  induced  by  extraneous 
causes,  and  throws  some  light  upon  the  influence  of  habit  in  continu- 
ing these  convulsive  troubles  when  once  begun.  The  brain  and  nerv- 
oos  system  of  an  infant  are  very  susceptible  of  manifesting  any  undue 
smoont  of  excitement,  and  when  the  excitability  has  been  operated  upon 
sufficiently,  there  is  a  convulsion.  In  other  words,  there  is  an  excess 
of  irritability,  and  the  cause  continuing,  the  morbid  influence  acting 
upon  the  excessive  excitability  explodes  (so  to  express  it)  in  a  convul- 
sion, which  reduces  this  excessive  excitement,  and  the  patient  often- 
times is  quiet  for  several  hours,  and  apparently  almost  free  from  the 
excitement  of  disease.  After  a  few  houre  the  excessive  excitement 
knlales,  wkidi  is  manifested  hj  startings,  inyolnntary  twitches, 
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and  snddenly  another  convulsion  comes  on.  This  diminishes  the 
accumulated  excitability,  or  exhausts  it  for  a  time,  or  until  th%  causes 
of  this  nervous  excitement  have  been  removed.  But  when  we  see 
such  cases  becoming  permanent  epilepsy,  and  in  the  intervals  the 
patient  enjoying  even  the  most  robust  health,  as  I  have  seen  in  a  few 
instances,  we  are  ready  to  conclude  that  the  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system  are  not  dependent  upon  organic  changes,  in  a  large  number 
of  cases,  where  the  symptoms  are  all  produced  by  deranged  or  excited 
action  of  the  nerve  tissue.  There  is  a  law  of  periodicity  in  many  of 
the  diseases  which  involve  the  nervous  system,  and  yet  this  kind  of 
periodicity  is  not  controllable,  as  the  periodical  manifestations  of  fever 
are,  by  some  direct  remedial  agency  ;  in  epilepsy  the  attacks  recur  with 
some  periodical  regularity,  yet  no  agency  has  been  found  to  arrest  it 
in  the  same  way  that  quinine  arrests  intermittent  fever.  The  investi- 
gations of  the  nervous  system  to  many  profound  thinkers  and  inves- 
tigators are  gradually  casting  light  upon  the  obscure  pathological 
conditions  of  the  nervous  system,  and  while  we  now  have  to  acknowl- 
edge, that  of  the  essential  condition  which  sustains  and  fosters  this 
disease  we  are  much  in  the  dark,  yet  no  doubt  we  shall  not  onlj 
comprehend  it  in  all  its  relations  and  conditions,  but  also  be  able  to 
cure  it  more  promptly  than  now,  with  a  more  rational  armamentation 
than  we  now  use  ;  for  as  we  treat  it  now  there  is  considerable  of  em- 
piricism manifested  :  trying  one  remedy  and  then  another,  without 
that  feeling  of  reliance  which  I  like  to  have  when  I  go  to  the  bedside 
of  the  afflicted  epileptic. 


'^♦^ » 


AKTICLK  T. 

Blepharitis  Puriformis  Neonatorum. 

BT   B.  H.  JOHNSON,  M.D.,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

This  disease,  occurring  in  the  new-bom  infant,  is  essentially  the 
same  as  the  purulent  opthalmia  of  adults,  differing  only  in  the  inten- 
sity and  rapidity  of  its  progress.  It  is  characterized  by  similar  symp* 
toms — swelling  of  the  lids,  active  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva, 
chemosis,  purulent  discharge  ;  and  if  not  promptly  checked,  is  follow- 
ed by  similar  results — ulceration  or  sloughing  of  the  cornea,  partial 
or  total  opacity,  sometimes  staphyloma,  and  occasionally  suppuration 
and  entire  destruction  of  the  globe. 

I  report  the  following  case,  not  so  much  to  exhibit  phenomena  dif- 
fering materially  from  those  usually  found  in  the  purulent  ophthalmia 
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of  new-bom  children,  as  to  press  the  importance  of  combatting  and 
rendering  inoperative  the  most  frequent  cause,  as  I  believe,  of  the  dis- 
ease ;  which  being  the  lodgment  of  leucorrhcenl  secretions  within  the 
eyelids  of  the  child,  should  receive  the  immediate  and  thorough  atten- 
tion of  the  accoucheur  —  cleansing  most  perfectly  —  the  neglect  of 
which  is  fatal  to  many  young  and  tender  eyes.  True,  leucorrhoea  is 
not  a  uniform  cause  of  the  disease,  and  authors  have  enumerated  ex- 
posure to  the  light,  to  the  heat  of  the  fire,  cold  draught  from  the  door, 
and  that  it  is  frequently  traumatic,  being  occasioned  by  intrusion  into 
the  eyes  of  the  soap  with  which  the  child  is  washed,  or  the  whisky  or 
gin  which  is  absurdly  rubbed  over  its  head.  The  spirits  (whisky?), 
it  is  supposed,  may  sometimes  produce  inflammation  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva, even  when  it  does  not  go  into  the  eyes.  I  have  seen  no  cases 
the  result  of  these  alleged  causes,  and  doubt  very  much  whether  the 
same  violent  course  and  fatal  tendency  characterize  these  more  modi- 
fied causes,  as  innoculation  of  the  conjunctiva  with  the  gonorrhoeal  or 
lencorrhoeal  virus.  I  believe  the  latter  to  be  more  prolific  than  all 
other  causes  put  together,  especially  in  the  more  Southern  latitudes, 
where  I  have  seen  much  of  it,  and  that  attention  to  it  is  sadly  neg- 
lected by  physicians  everywhere. 

The  history  of  the  following  case  will  be  found  to  be  the  history  of 
very  many  cases  of  this  terrible  disease,  varying  in  different  cases  in 
its  complications  :  The  child  of  Mrs.  C,  of  M.,  Oct.,  1860,  was  attack- 
ed on  the  fourth  day  after  birth  in  the  left  eyelids  with  intolerance  of 
light  and  swelling,  and  on  the  sixth  the  right  became  similarly  affect- 
ed. I  first  saw  them  on  the  eighth  day  after  birth  ;  the  lids  were  much 
swollen,  red,  and  their  edges  agglutinated  together.  The  mothei^  had 
suffered  with  leucorrhoea  for  years.  An  old  and  very  respectable  phy- 
sician whom  I  knew,  delivered  her,  but  gave  no  precautions  respecting 
the  importance  of  thoroughly  cleansing  the  child's  eyes,  nor  inquiry 
of  the  mother  whether  she  had  leucorrh<^a  or  any  other  discharge  from 
the  vagina.  A  lady  friend  of  the  family,  not  the  nurse,  had  washed 
«nd  given  the  child  its  first  dressing — washing  ihaface  and  eyes  in  the 
•ame  water  with  which  the  body  had  been  washed  ;  thus  if  none  had 
found  lodgment  within  the  palpebrie  before,  the  leucorrhosal  matter 
was  now  freely  applied.  A  more  reprehensible,  not  to  say  disgusting 
practice,  too  frequent  even  in  good  families,  as  was  this,  can  hardly  be 
paralleled.     This  was  cleansing  (?)  the  eyes  of  a  tender  infant. 

On  separating  the  lids  a  thick  yellowish  discharge  resembling 
ameaa  gushed  forth,  and  now  to  describe  the  phenomena  and  progress 
oC  the  disease  and  its  treatment  in  the  one  is  to  describe  it  in  the  other 
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and  suddenly  another  convulsion  comes  on.  This  diminishes  Uie 
accumulated  excitability,  or  exhausts  it  for  a  time,  or  until  ike  caosefl 
of  this  nervous  excitement  have  been  removed.  But  when  we  see 
such  cases  becoming  permanent  epilepsy,  and  in  the  intervals  Uie 
patient  enjoying  even  the  most  robust  health,  as  I  have  seen  in  a  few 
instances,  we  are  ready  to  conclude  that  the  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system  are  not  dependent  upon  organic  changes,  in  a  large  number 
of  cases,  where  the  symptoms  are  all  produced  by  deranged  or  excited 
action  of  the  nerve  tissue.  There  is  a  law  of  periodicity  in  many  of 
the  diseases  which  involve  the  nervous  system,  and  yet  this  kind  of 
periodicity  is  not  controllable,  as  the  periodical  manifestations  of  fever 
are,  by  some  direct  remedial  agency  ;  in  epilepsy  the  attacks  recur  witb 
some  periodical  regularity,  yet  no  agency  has  been  found  to  arrest  it 
in  the  same  way  that  quinine  arrests  intermittent  fever.  The  investi- 
gations of  the  nervous  system  to  many  profound  thinkers  and  inves- 
tigators are  gradually  casting  light  upon  the  obscure  pathological 
conditions  of  the  nervous  system,  and  while  we  now  have  to  acknowl- 
edge, that  of  the  essential  condition  which  sustains  and  fosters  this 
disease  we  are  much  in  the  dark,  yet  no  doubt  we  shall  not  only 
comprehend  it  in  all  its  relations  and  conditions,  but  also  be  able  to 
cure  it  more  promptly  than  now,  with  a  more  rational  armamontation 
than  we  now  use  ;  for  as  we  treat  it  now  there  is  considerable  of  em- 
piricism manifested  :  trying  one  remedy  and  then  another,  without 
that  feeling  of  reliance  which  I  like  to  have  when  I  go  to  the  bedside 
of  the  afflicted  epileptic. 


'^♦^ » 


AKTICLK  T. 

Blepharitis  Puriformis  Neonatorum. 

BT   B.  H.  JOHNSON,  M.D.,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 


This  disease,  occurring  in  the  new-bom  infant,  is  essentially  the 
same  as  the  purulent  opthalmia  of  adults,  differing  only  in  the  inten- 
sity and  rapidity  of  its  progress.  It  is  characterized  by  similar  symp- 
toms— swelling  of  the  lids,  active  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva, 
chemosis,  purulent  discharge  ;  and  if  not  promptly  checked,  is  follow- 
ed by  similar  results — ulceration  or  sloughing  of  the  cornea,  partial 
or  total  opacity,  sometimes  staphyloma,  and  occasionally  suppuration 
and  entire  destruction  of  the  globe. 

I  report  the  following  case,  not  so  much  to  exhibit  phenomena  dif- 
fering materially  from  those  usually  found  in  the  purulent  ophthalmia 
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of  new -bom  children,  as  to  press  the  importance  of  combatting  and 
rendering  inoperative  the  most  frequent  cause,  as  I  believe,  of  the  dis- 
ease ;  which  being  the  lodgment  of  Icucorrhoeal  secretions  within  the 
eyelids  of  the  child,  should  receive  the  immediate  and  thorough  atten- 
tion of  the  accoucheur  —  cleansing  most  perfectly  —  the  neglect  of 
which  is  fatal  to  many  young  and  tender  eyes.  True,  leucorrhoea  is 
not  a  uniform  cause  of  the  disease,  and  authors  have  enumerated  ex- 
posure to  the  light,  to  the  heat  of  the  fire,  cold  draught  from  the  door, 
and  that  it  is  frequently  traumatic,  being  occasioned  by  intrusion  into 
the  eyes  of  the  soap  with  which  the  child  is  washed,  or  the  whisky  or 
gin  which  is  absurdly  rubbed  over  its  head.  The  spirits  (whisky  ?), 
it  is  supposed,  may  sometimes  produce  inflammation  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva, even  when  it  does  not  go  into  the  eyes.  I  have  seen  no  cases 
the  result  of  these  alleged  causes,  and  doubt  very  much  whether  the 
same  violent  course  and  fatal  tendency  characterize  these  more  modi- 
fied causes,  as  innoculation  of  the  conjunctiva  with  the  gonorrhoeal  or 
lencorrhoeal  virus.  I  believe  the  latter  to  be  more  prolific  than  all 
other  causes  put  together,  especially  in  the  more  Southern  latitudes, 
where  I  have  seen  much  of  it,  and  that  attention  to  it  is  sadly  neg- 
lected by  physicians  everywhere. 

The  history  of  the  following  case  will  be  found  to  be  the  history  of 
very  many  cases  of  this  terrible  disease,  varying  in  different  cases  in 
its  complications  :  The  child  of  Mrs.  C,  of  M.,  Oct.,  1860,  was  attack- 
ed on  the  fourth  day  after  birth  in  the  left  eyelids  with  intolerance  of 
light  and  swelling,  and  on  the  sixth  the  right  became  similarly  affect- 
ad.  I  first  saw  them  on  the  eighth  day  after  birth  ;  the  lids  were  much 
swollen,  red,  and  their  edges  agglutinated  together.  The  mothei^  had 
goffered  with  leucorrhoea  for  years.  An  old  and  very  respectable  phy- 
sician whom  I  knew,  delivered  her,  but  gave  no  precautions  respecting 
the  importance  of  thoroughly  cleansing  the  child's  eyes,  nor  inquiry 
of  the  mother  whether  she  had  leucorrh<35a  or  any  other  discharge  from 
the  vagina.  A  lady  friend  of  the  family,  not  the  nurse,  had  washed 
and  given  the  child  its  first  dressing — washing  the  face  and  eyes  in  the 
game  water  with  which  the  bodv  had  been  washed  ;  thus  if  none  had 
found  lodgment  within  the  palpebrce  before,  the  leucorrhosal  matter 
was  now  freely  applied.  A  more  reprehensible,  not  to  say  disgusting 
practice,  too  frequent  even  in  good  families,  as  was  this,  can  hardly  be 
paralleled.     This  was  cleansing  (?)  the  eyes  of  a  tender  infant. 

On  separating  the  lids  a  thick  yellowish  discharge  resembling 
mneaa  gushed  forth,  and  now  to  describe  the  phenomena  and  progress 
oC  the  disease  and  its  treatment  in  the  one  is  to  describe  it  in  the  other 
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so  far  as  they  are  affected  by  the  ophthalmia  alone.  The  complica- 
tions in  the  eye  first  attacked  were  not  present  in  the  last.  The  upper 
lids  were  enormously  puffed  and  purplish  in  color.  There  was  great 
difficulty  in  separating  the  lids  sufficiently  to  view  the  globe,  for 
though  the  purulent  fluid  was  directed  to  be  frequently  washed  out  with 
tepid  water  pressed  from  a  fine  soft  sponge,  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  see  the  cornea  and  globe  on  account  of  increased  tumefaction  of  the 
lids  by  handling  them  and  the  dyiiig  of  the  child.  A  view  was 
finally  obtained,  and  the  cornea  as  yet  found  to  be  healthy.  The 
ocular  conjunctiva  was  free  from  chemosis,  while  the  palpebrs  were 
greatly  injected,  villous  and  swollen,  the  ciying  and  struggling  of  the 
child  increasing  the  trouble. 

I  directed  from  the  first  the  lids  to  be  separated  and  cleansed  eveiy 
quarter  of  an  hour  with  tepid  water,  and  immediately  thereafter  the 
application  of  one  gr.  nitras  argenti  to  the  ounce  of  distilled  water,  and 
to  take  oil  ricini ;  the  mother  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  coffee  and  all 
stimulating  food  and  dnnk,  and  take  vinum  ferri.  Residing  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  the  little  patient,  the  family  distressed  with  fear  of 
loss  of  the  eyes,  I  took  almost  entire  charge  of  the  case  as  well  in  the 
capacity  of  nurse  as  surgeon,  visiting  it  several  times  daily,  cleansing 
the  lids  and  applying  the  remedies.  The  sol.  nitras  argenti  was  in- 
creased in  strength  to  four  grains,  and  the  following  wash,  so  highly 
commended  by  Mackenzie,  alternated  with  it :  corrosive  sublimate,  one 
gr. ;  sal.  ammoniac,  six  grs.  ;  water,  twelve  ozs.  This  treatment  was 
continued,  together  with  the  other  means  enumerated,  for  several  days, 
during  which  the  inflammatory  symptoms  gi-adually  declined,  and  the 
secretion  changed  to  a  paler  hue,  though  as  copious  as  ever.  And 
now  it  became  evident  from  the  opaqueness  of  the  cornea  by  the 
action  of  the  secretion,  that  life  in  this  membrane  was  waning,  and 
fearing  an  increase  of  the  opacity  and  perhaps  death  of  the  cornea,  or 
ulceration  or  sloughing,  the  nitras  argenti  was  omitted,  and  the 
bichloride  of  mercury,  gr.  ss.,  vin.  opii,  3  j.,  to  the  ounce  of  distilled 
water,  substituted,  and  alternated  with  the  corrosive  sublimate  wash  ; 
to  the  latter  was  added  one  drachm  ext.  belladonna  to  excite  the  pupil 
already  nearly  closed,  and  heal  a  small  ulcer  in  the  cornea  now  first 
observed,  a  little  inward  from  its  centre,  in  the  eye  first  attacked, 
and  in  which  the  opaqueness  of  cornea  had  been  manifest  some  days* 
As  the  ulcer  rapidly  enlarged,  ext.  belladonna  was  applied  to  the  brow, 
and  the  most  assiduous  attention  paid  to  cleansing  the  eyes  and  apply- 
ing the  remedies.  Under  the  influence  of  the  sol.  bichloride  and  vin. 
opii,  the  cornea  cleared,  and  this  remedy  was  omitted.     As  the  ulcer 
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enlarged  I  applied  the  pencil  of  solid  nitras  argenti  to  the  rim,  and 
arrested  its  farther  progress.  A  small  pea  could  now  have  been  drop- 
ped into  it ;  the  iris  seemed  paralyzed,  so  slight  was  the  exhibition  of 
life  in  this  membrane,  and  my  constant  fear  was  that  hernia  of  the 
iris  and  perhaps  the  escape  of  the  vitreous  body  would  add  new  com- 
plications to  the  already  overwhelming  array  of  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties ;  but  persistency  in  all  the  means  brought  to  bear  upon  every  point 
of  the  disease,  was  happily  successful  to  prevent  these  catastrophies. 
Hie  ulcer,  however,  remained  indolent,  neither  lessening  nor  enlarging. 
Hie  opacity  of  cornea  returned  again  and  again,  but  was  as  often  re- 
moved with  a  few  applications  of  the  bichloride  solution,  and  now  a 
new  and  unlooked  for  complication  indeed  appeared  ;  the  tout  ensem- 
Ue  of  disasters  seemed  about  to  overwhelm  us  and  baffle  every  effort  to 
save  the  eye.  Pannus,  with  its  red  glare,  came  up  from  the  inner 
canthos  and  joined  the  ulcer,  as  if  to  bid  defiance  to  all  our  efforts.  A 
imall  blister  was  raised  behind  the  ear,  and  soon  after  vesication  took 
place  perceptible  improvement  in  the  ulcer  was  manifested.  The  ap- 
plication of  the  ung.  antimony  tart,  to  the  blistered  surface  prolonged 
the  counter- irritation  ;  the  discharge  had  changed  its  purulent  charac- 
ter to  a  pale,  ropy  secretion,  and  much  diminished.  The  child  had  occa- 
sionally taken  castor  oil  and  small  doses  of  calomel  and  quinine,  while 
the  mother's  health  improved  under  a  well-regulated  diet,  and  the 
]]iq)regnation  of  the  lacteal  fluid  with  the  iron.  The  disease  gave  way ; 
convalescence  of  both  eyes  was  rapid ;  the  ulcer  closed  up,  the  pannus 
slowly  disappeared,  and  the  palpebral  conjunctiva  came  down  to  itA 
normal  healthy  state.  The  crisis  was  passed — the  eye  was  saved. 
The  disease  in  the  lids  of  the  eye  last  attacked  run  its  course  without 
any  of  the  complications  of  the  other,  and  both  recovered  together. 


Obftructions  of  the  Lachrymal  Duct, — In  the  Amer,  Midicai  Time* 
for  November  17,  1860,  Dr.  J.  E.  Macdonald  describes  a  new  method 
of  operation.  He  says  :  "I  have  done  away  entirely  with  the  direc- 
tor, and  only  employ  a  blunt-pointed,  narrow,  and  slightly-curved 
bistoury,  the  blade  of  which  is  only  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
long,  the  heel  about  three-sixteenth  of  an  inch  broad,  and  which  tapers 
to  a  fine  blunted  point,  a  very  little  probe-shaped.  It  is  sharp  on  its 
concave  edge,  cutting  to  the  point,  which  is  very  narrow  ;  and  to  pro- 
vide for  its  strength,  the  back  is  somewhat  stout,  and  delicately  clubbed 
9l  its  extremity. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Union  IMedical  Society,  Knightstown,  Ind. 

Reported  by  B.  F.  Elder,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

Society  met  on  Monday,  April  1,  1861,  the  President,  Dr.  Lewis, 
in  the  chair. 

Reports  of  cases  being  in  order.  Dr.  Cochran  repoi-ted  an  obstetrical 
case,  saying  that  he  did  so  merely  for  the  parpose  of  farther  investi- 
gating the  parturient  effects  of  quinine.  The  patient  was  a  strong, 
healthy,  robust  woman  ;  had  been  in  labor  for  several  hours ;  pains 
had  ceased  for  some  time ;  patient  exhausted,  and  he  himself  very 
tired.  Thinking  that  it  was  a  good  case  for  quinine,  he  decided  to 
try  it — gave  ten  grains  of  quinine  at  one  dose,  which  was  speedily 
followed  by  strong  pains  and  the  birth  of  the  child.  Query  :  Did  the 
quinine  produce  the  pains  ?  He  could  not  help  viewing  the  result  in 
this  case  as  a  proper  hoc. 

Dr.  Ganady  thought  that  the  result  was  owing  to  the  action  of  the 
quinine.  It  could  not  always  be  relied  on,  but  he  viewed  it  as  the 
most  reliable  parturient  remedy  we  have. 

Dr.  Whitesel  had  never  used  it  but  once,  and  then  his  patient  went 
to  sleep. 

Dr.  Lewis  thought  that  we  might  as  well  attribute  the  pains,  in  Dr. 
Cochran's  case,  to  the  quinine  as  to  attribute  purging  to  jalap  after 
giving  it. 

Dr.  C rouse  thought  that  when  quinine  was  given  in  proper  doses, 
it  would  rarely  disappoint.  In  order  to  insure  its  action  as  a  partu- 
rient, it  should  be  given  in  at  least  ten-grain  doses. 

Dr.  Elder  reported  a  case  of  amputation  of  the  thigh.  During  the 
operation,  (the  patient  being  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,)  re-v 
spiration  suddenly  ceased,  and  the  patient  seemed  about  to  die.  Arti- 
ficial respiration  was  immediately  resorted  to,  after  Marshall  Hall's 
method,  and  continued  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  or  longer,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  patient  could  respire  without  assistance.  If, 
previous  to  that  time,  artificial  respiration  was  suspended,  there  would 
be  one  or  two  efforts  at  inspiration,  and  then  all  movements  of  the 
chest  would  cease,  and  the  man,  to  all  appearance,  was  dead.  The 
Doctor  thought  that  if  artificial  respiration  had  not  been  resorted  to 
immediately,  there  would  have  been  another  death  from  chloroform  to 
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record.  He  thought  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  such  cases  in  em- 
ploying other  means. 

Dr.  Lewis  read  an  interesting  paper  on  abortion,  reporting  a  case 
which  occurred  in  September,  the  placenta  being  retained.  The 
patient  then  menstruated  for  three  months,  missed  two,  and  then  threw 
off  a  blighted  ovum,  the  same  age  as  the  one  thrown  off  in  September. 
He  thought  that  the  woman  had  conceived  twins  some  time  during  the 
months  of  July  or  August ;  one  of  them  was  thrown  off  in  September, 
and  the  other  retained,  and  thrown  off  in  March. 

Several  other  cases  of  minor  importance  were  reported. 

On  motion.  Society  adjourned  to  meet  the  first  Monday  in  May,  at 
10^  o'clock  A.  M. 

Enightstown,  May  6,  1861. 
Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  President  in  the  chair. 
Regular  business  being  in  order,  Dr.  Ganady  reported  a  case,  illus- 
trating the  antigalactic  properties  of  belladonna. 

Dr.  Rawlins  said  that  while  the  belladonna  question  was  up  for  dis- 
cossion,  he  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  members  concerning  their 
experience  with  that  remedy,  in  preventing  scarlet  fever.  He  had  used 
it  frequently  in  that  way,  and  he  thought  with  good  effect. 

Dr.  Whitesel  said  that  he  had  been  using  it  in  that  way  lately,  and 
be  thought  successfully.  If  it  did  not  always  prevent  the  disease,  it 
i^dered  it  much  milder. 

Dr.  Lewis  thought  that  to  have  any  effect,  it  should  be  used  in 

homoeopathic  doses,  and  long  continued,  as  Dr.  Whitesel  had  used  it. 

Dr.  Canady  had  not  had  much  experience  with  the  remedy  in  that 

Way,  but  he  viewed  it  as  almost  a  specific  in  incontinence  of  urine,  and 

v^lated  the  cure  of  seemingly  hopeless  cases  by  its  use. 

Dr.  Grouse  reported  a  case  of  capsulo-lenticular  cataract,  in  which 
lie  operated. 

Dr.  Lewis  reported  a  case  of  small  pox,  occurring  in  a  man  twenty- 
^Wo  days  after  exposure.     He  was  vaccinated  soon  after  exposure,  the 
Vaccine  disease  running  its  regular  course.     Afterwards  he  was  attack- 
with  varioloid,  which  run  its  regular  course.     His  query  was,  did 
vaccine  disease  hold  the  variolous  infection  in  check  ?    His  opinion 
,  that  the  system  was  already  impregnated  with  the  variolous  infec- 
tion when  the  man  was  vaccinated,  but  the  vaccine  virus,  being  intro- 
duced directly  into  the  circulation,  got  the  start  of  the  variolous  infec- 
tion and  held  it  in  check  until  it  had  run  its  course  ;  afterward,  the 
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system  being  still  charged  with  the  variolous  poison,  varioloid  made 
its  appearance  and  run  its  regular  course. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  absent  members 
of  their  delinquencies,  and  arraign  them  for  trial  at  the  next  meeting, 
on  the  charge  of  non-attendance. 

Dr.  Rawlins  complained  of  a  breach  of  ethics  cm  the  part  of  Dr. 
Troy,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ethics. 

Society  adjourned  to  meet  the  first  Monday  in  June,  at  10  a  m. 

Knightstown,  June  3, 1861. 

Society  met  agreeable  to  adjournment.  President  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  B.  W.  Cooper,  of  Greenfield, 
giving  his  excuse  for  his  non-attendance',  and  asking  the  farther  indul- 
gence of  the  Society. 

On  motion.  Dr.  B.  W.  Cooper's  excuse  was  received. 

On  motion,  the  names  of  Drs.  D.  C.  Cooper  and  A.  B.  Bundy  were 
stricken  from  the  member  roll  of  the  Society,  for  non-attendance. 

Begular  business  being  in  order,  Dr.  Lewis  read  the  following  paper: 

1860,  Oct.  3d. — ^This  morning  at  5  o'clock,  saw  Mr.  B.,  aged  17 
years.  For  the  past  two  years  he  has  heen  growing  rapidly,  is  rather 
slender  for  his  age,  has  rounded  shoulders  with  a  narrow  chest,  but 
for  the  most  part  of  the  two  or  three  years  past  has  had  seemingly 
good  health. 

For  the  past  year  he  has  been  laboring  at  blacksmithing,  and  has 
nsed  the  sledge  a  great  deal.  Yesterday  he  labored  with  the  sledge  all 
day.  I  found  him  coughing  up,  and  spitting  every  few  seconds  a 
mouthful  of  bright  red  blood  ;  had  been  coughing  and  spitting  so  for 
about  one  hour.  A  vessel  stood  by,  containing  a  quart  or  more  of 
blood,  mucus  and  saliva,  beside  a  ^reat  deal  more  of  the  same  found 
on  the  floor  of  the  room  where  he  nad  slept.  His  countenance  was 
pale  and  anxious,  hands  and  feet  cold,  pulse  90  and  feeble,  complains 
of  a  tightness  with  a  sensation  of  tickling  in  the  left  lung,  about 
midway  between  the  nipple  and  sternum,  and  that  the  act  of  coughing 
caused  him  a  great  deal  of  pain  at  that  point. 

Treatment :  Gave  him  to  swallow  dry,  the  best  way  that  he  could, 
one  heaping  teaspoonful  of  common  salt,  and  put  his  feet  into  warm 
water. 

While  waiting  for  the  salt  to  have  its  effect,  I  learned  that  about 
four  weeks  since  he  had  had  a  light  attack  of  haemorrhage  from  the 
lungs  during  a  chill,  but  that  he  soon  regained  his  usual  health.  This 
was  the  first  attack  of  haemorrhage  he  had  ever  had.  About  seven 
days  since  he  had  another  chill,  but  no  haemorrhage. 

In  about  thirty  minutes  after  taking  the  salt,  he  vomited  a  large 
quantity  of  black  blood  that  had  evidently  been  swallowed  during  the 
hemorrhage.  His  hands  and  feet  now  became  warm,  his  pulse  at  90 
became  more  full,  and  has  had  no  haemorrhage  visible  since  taking  the 
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•alt.  Being  oonvinoed  from  his  history  and  appearance  this  morning, 
that  a  chiU  has  had  much  to  do  in  producing  this  attack,  I  put  him 
upon  the  following  treatment:  J}c  quiniae  snlph.,  grs.  iij.,  capsicum, 
grs.  iv.,  at  once  with  six  drops  Norwood's  tincture  veratrnm  viride,  to 
be  repeated  every  two  hours  until  three  doses  are  taken.  Directed  to 
apply  a  sinapism  over  the  seat  of  the  sensation  of  tickling  and  tight- 
ness, to  take,  on  a  lamp  of  sugar,  a  few  drops  of  spirits  of  turpentine 
whenever  he  felt  a  disposition  to  cough  from  the  tickling,  to  rest  in  the 
horizontal  position,  and  to  use  cool  drinks.  Six  o'clock  p.  m. — No 
more  hemorrhage  ;  has  several  times  to-day  coughed  up  a  few  small, 
dark-colored  clots ;  feels  no  more  of  the  tickling  in  the  lung  ;  his  skin 
is  moist  and  cool,  pulse  80  and  soft,  and  takes  a  little  food.  Treat- 
ment for  the  night :  Take  one  dose  more  of  the  powders  and  drops 
directed  this  morning,  continue  the  use  of  the  sinapism,  and  use  the 
spirits  turpentine  on  sugar,  if  necessary. 

Oct.  4th. — No  more  haemorrhage,  rested  well  during  the  night. 
Says  that  he  feels  well,  except  some  weakness,  and  soreness  in  the 
left  long.     Treatment :  Rest  from  physical  exercise. 

Oct  5th. — No  more  hleeding  since  he  took  the  salt  on  the  morning 
of  the  3d.  He  complains  this  morning  of  aching  and  chilliness. 
IVeatment :  {K;  quiniie  sulph.,  g^-s.  iij.,  pulv.  opii,  grs.  j.,  at  once,  and 
repeat  every  four  hours  until  four  doses  are  taken,  and  keep  the  hori- 
xontal  position. 

In  a  few  days  he  regained  his  usnal  health,  exoept  a  dry  tickling 
eongh,  attended  with  but  little  expectoration.  For  the  relief  of  thi^ 
oongb  he  used  varions  expectorants  with  but  little  relief.  He  found 
more  relief  from  smoking  the  dried  leaves  of  the  mullein  (venbascum 
tliapsns)  than  from  anything  else  except  morphia — a  small  dose  of  that 
narcotic  would  completely  quiet  his  cough  for  several  hours. 

Some  time  in  November  he  was  put  upon  the  use  of  the  syrup  of  the 
hjpophosphites  of  lime,  soda,  iron  and  potash.  In  a  short  time  after 
be  commenced  to  use  that  syrup  his  cough  ceased  entirely,  he  gained 
in  flesh  and  color,  and  resumed  his  labor  at  blacksmithing. 

Borne  time  during  the  latter  part  of  the  past  winter,  when  riding  an 
UBtnuoed  horse  without  a  saddle,  he  received  a  bruise  near  the  perineum 
cm  the  right  side,  about  two  inches  from  the  anus.  At  the  seat  of  the 
bnuse  a  tumor  formed.  Sometimes  the  tumor  was  quite  painful,  at 
odiers  causing  no  inconvenience. 

About  the  first  of  April  last  that  tumor  increased  in  size  equal  to  a 
ben's  egg,  and  was  very  painful.  At  this  time  he  occasionally  abserv- 
^  bloody  matter  to  pass  oflf  with  the  faeces  when  at  stool.  After  the 
passage  of  matter  in  that  way,  the  pain  in  the  tumor  was  less. 

Aboot  the  middle  of  April,  the  tumor  first  came  under  my  notice. 
I  at  once  punctured  it  with  a  lancet,  giving  vent  to  a  considerable 

aoantity  of  dark  bloody  matter.  I  put  a  tent  in  the  orifice  made  by 
le  lancet,  directed  a  poultice,  to  keep  the  bowels  loose,  and  to  exer- 
eise  but  little.  The  next  day  after  the  tumor  was  punctured,  he  noticed 
tbat  wind  from  the  bowels  passed  through  the  punctnre  made  by  the 
lancet ;  from  ocnlar  inspection  I  found  that  small  portions  of  faeces 
nlso  paned.    These  two  fiacts  proved  complete  fistiiU  in  ano. 
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A  few  days  sabsequent  to  the  puncture,  Dr.  WHitesel  saw  the  case  at 
my  request.     He  confirmed  my  diagnosis,  and  suggested  the  use  of  a 
wash  of  sulph.  zinc,  as  the  only  means  that  was  likely  to  benefit  short 
of  an  operation.     That  wash,  with  compression,  was  faithfully  used 
for  some  weeks,  without  any  efiect  at  all  toward  closing  the  fistuloua 
opening.     It  had,  however,  a  good  effect  in  stimulating  the  growth  of 
granulation  in  the  sinuses  that  were  around  the  seat  of  the  tumor. 
During  the  second  week  in  May,  the  fistula  was  operated  upon  with 
the  knife,  in  the  usual  manner.     The  bowels  were  kept  quiet  with 
opium  for  five  days  afterwards,  and  he  was  allowed  no  food  but  pre- 
parations of  rice.     At  the  end  of  five  days,  the  bowels  were  movea  off 
with  ol.  ricini  without  any  detriment  to  the  cut.     The  operation  is  a 
success — now  nearly  healed.     He  has  complete  control  of  the  sphinxter 
ani,  and  suffers  no  inconvenience  whatever  from  a  division  of  that 
muscle. 

Upon  a  review  of  this  case,  the  question  presents  itself.  How  did 
this  blood  become  free  in  the  lungs  ?  Was  there  really  a  lesion,  a 
rupture  of  a  blood  vessel  from  the  corroding  of  a  matured  tubercle ! 
or  was  it  because  the  blood  was  diseased,  and  the  congestion  conse- 
quent from  a  chill  forced  it  through  the  tissues  of  the  air  cells  ?  I  am 
inclined  to  the  latter  opinion.  For  had  a  tubercle  sufficiently  large  as 
to  destroy  a  blood  vessel  been  in  existence  previous  to  his  first  attack 
of  hcemorrhage,  there  would,  undoubtedly,  nave  been  some  physical 
signs  of  its  existence ;  there  would  have  been  a  cough  with  pain  at  the 
point  of  deposit,  frequent  chills,  hectic,  night-sweats,  etc.  But  all 
these  symptoms  were  absent.  The  young  man  had  his  usual  health 
until  he  had  ague  in  September,  the  date  of  the  first  haemorrhage. 
From  a  careful  study  of  the  case,  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the 
youufi:  man  is  laboring  under  latent  congenital  chlorosis,  which  is  now 
being  developed.  On  account  of  that  diathesis,  his  blood  lacks  the 
proper  constituency,  is  too  thin,  his  tissues  too  relaxed,  and  the  in- 
ternal congestion  consequent  upon  a  chill  was  sufficient  ^to  force  the 
blood  through  the  tissues  of  the  air  cells  on  the  principle  of  exosmose. 
With  this  diathesis,  this  point  of  exudation  may  become  a  nidus  for 
the  deposit  of  cacoplastic  lymph,  which  in  time  will  become  aplastic 
lymph,  or  matured  tubercle,  if  the  term  suits  better,  and  the  patient 
perish  from  exhaustion  without  having  another  attack  of  haemorrhage. 

Another  question  :  Did  the  teaspoonful  of  common  salt  have  any 
effect  in  arresting  that  haemorrhage,  or  was  it  a  mere  coincidence  of 
circumstances  ?  I  believe  that  the  salt  did  arrest  the  haemorrhage  on 
the  principle  of  counter-irritation  ;  and  the  arrest  by  that  means  is 
proof  to  me,  that  the  bleeding  was  by  exudation,  was  chlorotic  in 
character.  Had  the  bleeding  been  from  a  ruptured  vessel,  salt,  or  any 
other  internal  remedy,  would  not  likely,  if  at  all,  have  arrested  it  so 
promptly. 

Another  evidence  of  the  chlorotic  habit  of  this  patient  is  the  great 
deposit  of  cacoplastic  lymph  from  apparently  a  trifling  bruise, — the 
lining,  the  sinuses  formed  by  the  tumor  with  the  same  mateiial,  con- 
stituting piper  or  tuber.  This  could  not  occur  in  a  healtky  indimdual. 
I  think  that  several  writers  have  remarked  that  fistula  in  ano  always 
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occurs  in  indiyidaals  predisposed  to  phthisis.  If  it  he  a  fact,  it  is 
strongly  corrohorative  of  the  chlorotic  theory  of  some  forms  of  dis- 
ease hinted  at  in  the  ahove  report,  and  often  spoken  of  in  this  associ- 
ation daring  the  past  six  months. 

Several   other  short   papers  were  read  hy  Drs.  Canady,  Grouse, 

Cochran,  Coffin,  Rollins  and  Troy,  after  which  the  Society  adjourned 

to  meet  the  first  Monday  in  July  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


9  m0m   • 


Abttraot  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Eaton  (Ohio)  Medical  Society. 

Reported  by  R.  Wallaci,  M.D.,  Recording  Secretary. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment  at  the  Eagle  Hotel,  in 
Eaton,  Ohio,  May  28th,  the  President,  Dr.  Grume,  in  the  chair.     The 
minntefl  of  the  previous  meeting  heing  read,  were  adopted.     After 
which  a  lengthy  and  interesting  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Woody,  on  the 
"  wiodus  operandi  of  medicines."     After  the  reading  of  the  paper,  re- 
marks were  made  on  the  subject  by  several  members  of  the  Society, 
most  of  whom  expressed  their  opinions  that  the  author  of  the  paper 
had  not  faith  enough  in  the  curative  powers  of  medicines.     The  con- 
dosions  of  the  Society  on  this  subject  may  be  stated  as  follows  :  1st. 
Medicines  do  act,  or  produce  certain  effects  which  may  be  divided  into 
physiological  or  curative,  and  morbid  ;  and  that  while  the  modus  ope^ 
ramdi  of  many,  if  not  all,  medicines  is  involved  in  mystery,  the  effects 
produced  by  them  are  easily  observed  and  understood.    2nd.  That  the 
eHect  produced  has  some  relation  or  ratio  to  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  medicine  used  ;  for  example,  take  opium,  or  any  of  its  prepara- 
tions —  it  may  be  used,  by  increasing  or  diminishing  the  dose,  to  pro- 
duce entirely  different  results,  a  small  dose  stimulating,  an  increase  in 
quntity  producing  a  narcotic  effect,  and  a  still  larger  dose  producing 
tht  toxicological  effect,  etc.     3rd.  That  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
the  enlightened  physician  will  not  invoke  the  aid  of  medicines  to  ac- 
complish that  which  hygienic  measures  are  able  to  perform,  provided 
Ike  can  have  those  measures  carried  out — measures,  such  as  change  of 
climate,  occupation,  change  of  quantity  and  quality  of  food,  change 
of  society,  pajring  strict  attention  to  the  modus  operandi  of  the  mind, 
etc.,  or,  in  other  words,  it  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  physiology, 
therapeutics,  and  the  scientific  practice  of  medicine,  to  drug  the  human 
system,  when  hygienic  measures  will  fill  the  indications  of  cure.     But 
when  hygienic  measures  are  not  adequate,  then  administer  medicines. 
Bq»poie  we  have  a  disease  of  the  digestive  oi^ans,  and  consequently  a 
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deranged  assimilation :  there  will  be  a  morbid  condition  of  the  blood, 
with  a  change  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  its  normal  chemical  eqnif- 
alents  ;  and  this  change  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  dura- 
tion of  the  disease.  Now,  then,  will  not  the  improvement  and  propor- 
tion of  digestion  rapidly  improve  secondary  assimilation  ?  Farther, 
suppose  the  patient  is  so  chlorotic,  or  anaemic,  that  the  chemictl 
equivalents  of  the  blood  can  not  be  restored  rapidly  enough  from  the 
ordinary  quantity  and  quality  of  food  :  then  we  must  resort  to  medi- 
cines, and  after  ascertaining  the  chemical  equivalents  to  be  restored  to 
the  blood,  we  must  use  medicines  which  act  as  "  chemical  food," 
restoring  the  blood,  revigorating  the  constitution,  and  almost  produc- 
ing a  new  being.  This  our  medicines  will  do.  Thus  the  ferruginous 
preparations  in  combination  with  other  tonic  and  stimulating  medi- 
cines will  act.  But  how  the  dead  particles,  how  the  inorganic  equiva- 
lents become  assimilated  and  endowed  with  life,  we  know  not! 

At  this  meeting  of  the  Society  the  following  officers  were  elected 
for  this  year  : — ^Dr.  William  Lindsey,  President ;  Dr.  J.  P.  Haggott, 
Vice  President ;  Dr.  R.  Wallace,  Recording  Secretary  and  Librarian ; 
Dr.  E.  P.  Ebersole,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  Dr.  R.  Woody, 
Treasurer ;  Drs.  P.  M.  Grume,  R.  P.  Nesbit  and  R.  Wallace,  Censors. 

Drs.  Wallace  and  Haggott  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  State 
Medical  Society.  Notwithstanding  the  tocsin  of  war  is  sounding 
through  the  land,  deranging  every  department  of  business,  more  or 
less,  we  enjoyed  a  well -attended,  pleasant  and  profitable  meeting. 

The  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Lewisburg,  Preble  County,  on  the 
Mcond  Tuesday  of  July,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


•  *0m   » 


^ffvvtuvon&tntt. 


Editorial   Correspondence. 

New  York,  June,  1861. 
My  Dear  Murphy  : — As  you  very  well  know,  my  visit  here  is 
rather  for  recreation  than  professional  observation  ;  my  purpose  being 
to  compensate  several  years  of  treadmill  drudgery  by  a  temponuy 
throwing  of  **  physic  to  the  dogs," — rather  than  any  special  contri- 
butions to  the  general  storehouse  of  physic.  Still  it  is  not  easy  to 
shut  one's  eyes  to  passing  things  ;  and  although  a  great  many  very 
trifling  matters  have  come  under  my  notice  in  this  week's  sojourn  in 
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the  great  commercial  metropolis  of  New  York,  I  have  also  seen  some 
New  York  men  and  noted  some  New  York  things  that  may  prove 
worth  telling  again ;  though  yon  mnst  take  them  as  6een  on  the  wing ; 
to  this  will  he  rather  a  gossiping  letter,  and  to  he  read  when  yon  are 
in  a  good  hnmor. 

Amongst  the  features  of  this  city  interesting  to  me,  as  I  presume  to 
all  professional  men,  are  its  hospitals,  general  and  private ;  and  for 
facilitating  my  visits  to  these  institutions  I  must  acknowledge  my 
indehtedness  to  the  courtesies  of  our  esteemed  cotemporary  of  the  New 
York  Medical  Tm/BS,  Dr.  €reo.  F.  8hrady ;  and  for  similar  personal 
attentions,  and  for  items  of  professional  interest,  I  shall  not  soon  for- 
get the  genial  countenance  of  Dr.  Douglass,  editor  of  the  American 
Medical  MinUhly. 

The  Woman's  Baspiial, — One  of  my  first  visits  was  to  Dr.  Marion 
Sims,  who  has  a  hospital,  as  you  know,  for  the  treatment  of  diseaaee 
peculiar  to  women,  and  who  has  established  for  himself  a  national 
npotation,  especially  for  the  successful  treatment  of  vesico-vaginal 
&tiila.  I  had  imagined  Dr.  Sims  to  be  a  distant,  egotistical,  unnec- 
esaarOy  dignified  sort  of  a  sprig  of  professional  aristocracy —  tolera- 
ble only  from  his  successful  devotion  to  his  special  department  of  the 
profeasion.  I  do  not  know  how  this  notion  was  suggested  ; — ^perhaps 
that  unfortunate  address  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  may  have 
liad  something  to  do  with  it.  At  any  rate,  a  personal  interview  ban- 
ishes all  such  fancies,  if  you  happen  to  have  them,  for  he  proves  him- 
self at  once  one  of  the  most  genial,  agreeable  and  modest  of  gentlemen. 
As  I  am  not  in  pursuit  of  science,  I  will  not  take  you  through  the 
wards  of  his  hospital,  or  detail  any  of  his  operations,  and  will  only 
ivmark  that  Dr.  Sims  is  just  now  engaged  on  a  book  —  not  as  yon 
'Would  expect  on  his  specialty,  but  on  the  subject  of  tetanus  in  chil- 
dren ;  it  will  be  a  small  volume,  illustrated  with  several  cuts,  the 
]»reparation  of  which  he  is  at  present  personally  supervising,  and  will 
soon  be  ready  for  the  press. 

Sew  York  CUy  HospUal  looks  out  on  Broadway,  and  is  in  the  very 
Ittart  of  busy  New  York.  You  approach  the  front  entrance  through 
%  broad,  shaded,  open  space  of  ground  more  than  one  hundred. feet 
dwp  from  Broadway,  guarded  by  a  porter's  lodge.  The  building  ia  a 
massive  stone  edifice,  conveniently  arranged,  and  all  the  appointments 
kepi  in  the  most  scrupulous  neatness  and  order.  I  was  fortunate 
tnoiigh  to  make  my  visit  at  the  time  Dr.  Buck,  one  of  the  attending 
svfeoBa,  was  just  starting  on  his  daily  round.    He  is  evidently  a  man 
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rather  of  deeds  than  words  ;  He  was  coarteoas  and  attentive,  evidently 
desiroas  that  as  a  stranger  I  should  see  everything  in  the  wards  of 
interest,  and  yet  there  was  a  certain  bmsqueness  that  evidenced  the 
indifference  to  any  holiday  or  ad  captandum  demonstrations.  This 
hospital  is  properly  a  private  charity,  mainly  supported  by  individual 
contributions,  though  to  some  extent  a  recipient  of  State  bounty  ;  con- 
sequently, while  there  is  a  certain  proportion  of  free  beds,  for  the 
most  part  the  patients  are  admitted  on  regular  compensation, — the  tme 
charity  patients  of  the  city  being  usually  sent  to  Bellevue.  The  hos- 
pital is  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Governors,  who  are  elected  by 
the  contributors  to  its  fund.  There  are  three  divisions  —  two  surgi- 
cal, and  one  medical ;  and  there  are  appointed  to  each  division  one 
resident  physician,  who  is  boarded  in  the  house,  with  two  assistants, 
who  lodge  out  of  the  house,  but  attend  and  assist  in  their  proper  wards 
during  the  day.  The  time  of  one-third  of  these  —  that  is,  the  resi- 
dents —  expires  every  eight  months,  the  assistants  being  at  the  same 
tiifie  promoted ;  while  every  eight  months  an  examination  is  held  for 
the  places  made  vacant  by  this  promotion  of  second  assistant  physi- 
cians. Therefore,  as  assistant  and  resident,  each  physician  gives  a 
service  of  two  years.  There  are  usually  about  four  hundred  patients 
under  treatment  in  the  hospital.  Medical  students  are  admitted  to 
witness  treatment  and  operations,  and  hear  clinics,  without  any  fee. 

Bellevue  Hospital,  however,  is  the  great  hospital  of  New  York  city. 
It  looks  out  on  East  River,  and  occupies  the  block  of  ground  between 
Twenty-seventh  and  Twenty -eighth  Streets.  You  may  judge  of  its 
magnitude  and  importance  when  I  remind  you  that  there  are  under 
treatment  in  this  institution  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand 
patients  at  once,  and  that  the  accommodations  for  their  care  are  abun- 
dant and  complete,  except  perhaps  in  the  introduction  of  the  more 
recent  conveniences  of  such  establishments  ;  and  during  the  year  there 
are  about  ten  thousand  patients  under  care.  Without  counting  the 
lying-in  wards,  which  are  not  constituted  a  separate  divisions,  there 
are  seven  divisions  —  three  surgical,  and  four  medical ;  to  each  of 
which  there  is  the  same  allotment  of  one  resident,  one  senior  and  one 
junior  assistant,  as  I  have  mentioned  at  N.  Y.  City  Hospital.  Exam- 
inations and  promotions  take  place,  however,  every  six  months.  Each 
physician,  therefore,  serves  eighteen  months  in  Bellevue,  instead  of 
two  years,  as  in  the  City  Hospital.  Any  regular  graduate  in  medi- 
cine is  eligible  to  appointments  in  each  of  these  hospitals ;  but  be- 
fore being  admitted  to  an  examination  the  candidate  must  present  a 


1861.]  Correspondence,  425 

letter  to  the  examining  board  from  one  of  the  attending  physicians  or 
surgeons,  which  serves  to  exclude  the  genus  quack  or  other  improper 
person. 

Bellevue  Hospital  is  the  gpreat  charity  hospital  of  the  city.  Its 
goTemment  is  under  the  board  of  commissioners  of  city  charity,  and 
presents  to  some  extent  the  same  anomalous  feature  of  our  old  Com- 
mercial Hospital  government — though  apologized  for  from  very  dif- 
ferent reasons  ;  that  is  to  say,  this  board  of  commissioners  are  respon- 
sible to  the  legislature  of  the  State  direct  for  their  appointment  and 
power,  while  the  city  treasury  affords  the  maintenance  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

While  passing  through  the  wards  of  Bellevue  in  company  with  Dr. 
Clark,  who  is  one  of  the  attending  physicians,  I  had  the  great  pletf- 
sore  of  meeting  Prof.  Parker,  our  old-time  fellow -citizen  in  the  days 
of  Drake,  Gross,  McDowell,  and  Rogers.  By  the  way.  Doctor,  that 
was  a  grand  old  faculty !  Dr.  Parker  is  still  in  his  prime,  and  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  finest  looking  men  I  have  seen  in  many  a  day.  We 
had  a  charming  bit  of  gossip  over  Cincinnati  affairs,  ancient  and 
modem, —  but  I  reserve  that  for  some  other  occasion. 

Bellevue  Hospital  affords  immense  clinical  advantages  to  medical 
•tndents,  who  are  admitted  without  fee.  It  is  here  that  many  names 
familiar  to  American  medicine  and  surgery  have  established  their 
Imputation.  Wood  is  one  of  the  attending  surgeons,  you  remember, — 
md  8ayer  ;  Elliott,  and  Taylor,  and  Barker,  you  bear  in  mind,  are 
obstetricians  ;  and  the  clinical  lectures  can  not  be  other  than  of  the 
highest  importance  and  practical  value.  As  I  walked  through  the  airy 
wards  of  these  hospitals,  marking  the  completeness  of  their  arrange* 
menta,  their  order  and  their  cleanliness,  I  felt  sick  at  heart  in  view  of 
the  hope  deferred  which  the  sick  and  the  profession  of  our  great  Queen 
City  has  been  made  to  experience.  And  when  it  was  again  and  again 
iqggested  to  me,  **  Of  course,  you  have  fine  hospital  advantages  in 
Cbcinnati  ?  "  I  could  only  say,  **  We  hope  to  have  very  soon." 

—  Before  I  close  up  this  rambling  epistle,  I  will  briefly  g^ve  you 
the  benefit  of  a  few  notes  of  a  day  in  Brooklyn,  and  my  visit  to  the 
U>ng  Island  College  Hospital.  I  found  Dr.  Hamilton  packing  up,  to 
move  over  on  the  New  York  side  of  the  river,  and  holding  it  in  mental 
<ii«cQtsion  whether  or  not  to  go  to  the  wars.  Having  published  a 
hook  on  military  surgery,  I  suppose  he  is  tempted  to  try  its  practical 
^oe  in  actual  service.  (Dalton  has  already  gone  out  as  surgeon  to 
one  of  the  New  York  regiments.)  Hamilton  is  genial,  and  makes  a 
visitor  fed  at  home ;  this,  however,  you  are  prepared  to  anticipate. 
TV. — 27 
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As  I  sauntered  into  the  College  lecture-room  (tiieeovrBe,  joxl  know, 
being  just  now  in  fall  blast)  I  foand  the  elder  Flint  discoursing  on 
the  "  Types  of  Fever  "  to  a  class  of  twenty-five.  His  style  is  pleasaBi 
enough  —  clear,  distinct,  and  systematic ;  largely  confined  to  his 
notes,  however,  and,  as  I  thought,  not  very  impressive  in  his  manner, 
though  I  should  fancy  that  a  little  personal  acquaintance  would  prove 
him  to  be  much  the  same  hon  hommB  character  as  our  old  friend,  the 
late  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  Miami  Medical  CoU^. 
I  was  amused  at  various  questions  propounded  to  me  concerning  the 
medical  schools  of  Cincinnati,  and  endeavored  in  my  replies  to  culti- 
vate my  faculty  of  "diplomacy." 

The  teaching  resources  of  Long  Island  College  are  good,  certainly, 
and  quite  8t|fficient  for  all  the  demands  made  upon  it  in  the  shape  of 
a  class,  and,  as  I  fancy,  all  that  will  l>e,  soon, — but  not  equal  to  my 
expectations.  The  hospital  department  was  exceedingly  moderate, 
and,  as  I  was  led  to  infer,  consisted  mainly  of  out-door  charity  patients 
who  come  to  the  hospital  for -treatment  under  the  eye  of  the  atadentSy 
exactly  as  we  have  practiced  in  Cincinnati,  in  our  old  dispensary  plan. 
There  are,  however,  accommodations  for  a  number  of  paticmta,  but 
these  are  selected  with  reference  to  their  clinical  utility.  Ljring-in 
rooms  are  provided,  and  the  patients  placed  under  the  care  of  the  ad- 
vanced students.  Altogether,  I  am  not  impressed  with  the  probaUe 
success  and  permanency  of  this  institution.  If  nothing  elae,  the 
Faculty  are  not  sufidenUy  ideni^d  vfiih  Us  ifUerssls  and  /orhmss. 
Their  strong  men  have  already  their  hearts  elsewhere :  thua,  as  yo« 
observe,  Hamilton,  the  two  Flints  and  Doremus  are  part  of  the  Facul- 
ty of  the  new  Bellevue  Hospital  College,  which  goes  into  operation 
this  autumn, — and  about  this  enterprise  I  might  give  you  some  gossip, 
but  in  mercy  I  for  the  present  refrain. 

Concerning  many  men  and  things  of  New  York  I  was  permitted  to 
enjoy  a  glimpse  behind  the  curtains  ;  but  for  the  present  all  of  tlwie 
will  answer,  as  our  recently  deceased  cotemporary,  Dr.  D.  Meredith 
Beese,  was  fond  of  saying,  ''as  a  rod  in  pickle,"  to  be  used  when 
occasion  may  serve. 

—  I  must  give  you  a  legend  that  was  told  to  me  while  sojourning 
leoently  in  one  of  the  interior  villages  of  this  State.  It  is  related  that 
many  years  ago  a  monkey  attached  to  a  traveling  menagerie  died  in 
the  town  of  Antwerp,  from  ship  fever.  Thereafter,  from  time  to  time, 
a  similar  form  of  fever,  known  as  the  "  Antwerp  fever,"  has  prevailed 
in  the  i^on  round  about,  supposed  to  have  originated  from  the  sick- 
ness and  death  of  that  monkey  I    Is  this  an  item  for  those  philooo- 
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phers  who  bdiere  that  the  human  race  is  a  gradual  development  from 
the  ape  ?  Whether  or  no,  I  commend  this  legend  of  the  **  Antwerp 
ferer"  to  their  attention,  submitting  it  for  their  exclusive  use  and 
benefit.  With  mj  benediction,  I  remain,  as  ever, 

B.  B.  B. 


•  •  ■ 


A  Letter  from  a  Yovng  Fogy  to  an  ''Old  Fogy." 

Mb.  Editob  : — ^In  jonr  journal  for  May,  an  "  old  fogy"  asks  an 
indefinite  number  of  questions,  which  he  requests  you  to  answer  for 
the  benefit  of  those  *'  who  are  willing  to  confess  their  ignorance.'*  Aa 
yon  have  not  seen  fit  to  enlighten  our  "  old  fogy"  friend,  we  feel  die- 
poaed  to  come  to  your  aid,  and  ty  to  lift  the  fog  that  obscures  the 
vision  of  our  Pericksville  cotemporary. 

Omr  critic  objects  that  we  used  other  remedies  in  conjunction  with 
qniaine,  and  insinuates  that  this  last  mentioned  remedy  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  cure !  We  have  only  to  say  that  we  think  differently,  and 
wo  would  respectfully  ask  him  if  he  ever  treated  a  severe  case  of  in- 
fiammation  of  a  vital  oigan  **  with  but  one  remedy  ?  *'  If  he  has 
ever  need  more  than  one  remedy,  simultaneously,  will  he  please  tell  as 
why  ?  If  he  has  used  calomel  and  jalap,  why  not  all  calomel  and  no 
jalap,  or  all  jalap  and  no  calomel  ? 

Onr  learned  critic  tells  us  that  quinine  and  veratrum  viride  aie 
''nearly  or  quite  antagonistic ! "  Will  he  please  cite  his  authority. 
Tcnitmm  viride  is  an  arterial  sedative,  and  quinine  is  an  arterial  and 
nervous  sedative,  and  a  nerve  and  blood  tonic.  To  get,  in  one  combi- 
aatiaa,  an  arterial  sedative  and  a  nerve  tonic  is  a  desideratum  not  to 
be  lightly  considered. 

Onr  Clitic  complacently  asks  if  quinine  (we  prefer  this  term  to 
quia^)  is  a  sedative,  why  combine  it  with  veratrum  viride  ?  Wo 
aniwer  by  asking  another.  If  calomel  is  a  cathartic,  why  combine  it 
with  jalap  ?  or  salts  with  senna  ?  If  ipecacuanha  is  an  emetic,  why 
ocMttbine  it  with  antimony  ?  If  senega  is  an  expectorant,  why  oom* 
bine  it  with  squills  ?  If  digitalis  is  a  diuretic,  why  combiih  it  with 
of  tartar  ?  If  opium  is  a  diaphoretic,  why  combine  it  with 
?  When  our  critic  answers  these  inquiries  wo  will 
r  his. 

Onr  cikie  asks  what  authority  regards  quinine  as  a  stimulant,  and 
with  voiy  gnat  self-complacency  insinuates  that  no  such  authority 
ia  to  be  found.  We  suppose  every  body  regards  Dr.  G.  B.  Wood  aa 
an  "  awihorily**  in  medicine.    In  his  DiipemiUary,  which  we  sop- 
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pose  every  physiciftn,  oven  an  '"old  fogy,"  re.ids,  quinine,  if  we 
underatQud  the  English  langiingf,  is  regaided  as  a  stimnlant. 

Speaking  of  ita  ail  ministration,  Prof.  Wood  says  :  "  After 
time  has  elapsed,  the  circulation  often  experienccn  its  iofluence,  aa  ex- 
hibited in  tUo  somewhat  increased  frequency  of  pulse  ;  and  if  the  doae 
be  repeated,  the  whole  system  becomes  more  or  lesx  aSt'Cted,  nud  all 
the  functioDH  undergo  a  moderate  degree  of  excitement.  Again  Iia 
says :  "  But,  besides  ihe  mere  excitation  of  tlie  ordinary  fnuctions  of 
health,"  etc.  Now,  sir,  if  "excitement"  and  "excitation"  do  not 
mean  Btimnlation,  then  we  fail  to  comprehend  the  English  langnage  ! 
In  Dr.  Wood's  work  upon  Therapeutics,  speaking  of  the  effects  of  tbe 
administration  of  qninino,  he  says,  "  This  slate  of  excessive  excite- 
ment," etc.  Now,  sir,  is  an  excessive  excitement  a  stimulation,  or  W 
it  not? 

Our  critic  even  conftsses  that  he  regards  quinine  as  a  stimnUnt 
he  says  that  it  and  veratrnm  viride  are  anlagonistical  in  thdr  act!oI(^~ 

Eo  asks  what  aiilhorilies  "  leacU  that  elimidnoLs  and  tonics  am 
necessarily  injurious  in  inflammation"  ?  We  answer,  all  authorities 
we  have  ever  read,  excepting,  perhaps,  Drs,  Bennett  and  Todd. 

Our  critic  asks  if  quinine  ("quinia")  will  act  as  a  sedative  in 
three-grain  dotes  f  Wc  answer,  it  serves  our  purpose  in  that  dose  veij 
often.  Three  grains,  by  weight,  of  good  snlphato  of  quinine,  if  »e- 
pealed  every  three  or  four  hours,  ie  certainly,  when  properly  combined, 
a  sedative  of  no  mean  importance.  Upon  this  point  ne  nnd  out 
critic  are  at  variance.  We  certainly  speak  from  observation,  and  he 
confesses  he  does  not. 

Our  "  old  fogy"  critic  insinuates  that  we  have  predicated  oar 
remarks  upon  one  case  I  If  he  will  turn  to  the  Lancet  and  Ob$trver 
for  October,  1858,  he  will  find  we  tliero  reported  thirty  Bimilar  coses. 
Since  that  we  have,  perhaps,  treat'-><l  a  bimdred  like  cases  in  the  same 
manner,  and  with  like  results,  losing  no  cases  over  two  years  of 
and  under  sixty.  K  he  will  r^ad  our  snmmary  for  the  last  two 
in  the  Amtriean  Medical  Monihlt/,  he  will  find  an  a 
cases.  The  case  referred  to  by  him,  was  but  a  continuation  of 
cases,  and  the  first  of  seven  denble  pneumonia  thus  treated.  8i&M 
that  case  was  given,  we  have  treated  several  other  cases  of  pneumonia, 
in  like  manner,  nith  the  same  satisfactory  results.  We  have  to-daj 
three  cases  onder  treatment  with  quinine  and  Dover's  powders,  oail " 
one  of  the  cases  the  addition  of  veratrnm  viride.  We  expect  all 
recover  in  ten  days  from,  attack. 

Because  we  have  not  seen  fit  to  occupy  time  and  Space  with  a 
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Uiled  Account  of  symptoms,  general  and  physical,  our  critic  seems  to 
doobt  onr  abOitj  to  diagnose  a  case  of  pneamonia !  Is  this  the  cour- 
tesy of  old  fogyism  ?  He  asks,  "  Is  rhoncns  then  a  sign  of  pneumo- 
nia? "  Again,  "  What  authority  gives  rhonchus  as  a  sign  of  pneu- 
monia, either  when  at  its  height,  or  in  its  increasing  or  decreasing 
stages  ?  *'  The  question  we  presume  to  be  honestly  asked,  and  shall, 
consequently,  honestly  answer.  Dr.  Walsh,  than  whom  there  is  no 
higher  authority  in  this  matter,  says,  of  the  physical  signs  of  pneumo- 
nia :  "  The  respiratory  murmurs  are  weak,  suppressed,  or  masked  by 
rfaonchus  in  the  affected  parts,  exaggerated  in  those  at  some  distance  from 

them  and  in  the  opposite  lung All  this  is  accompanied  with 

the  rhonchus,  pathognomonic  of  this  stage,  the  true  primary  crepi- 
tant.''— (Walsh  on  the  Lungs  and  Heart,  edition  of  1851,  p.  290.) 
Dr.  Qerhard,  upon  this  point,  says :  "  Subsequently  we  meet  with 
another  sign,  which  is  said  to  be  pathognomonic  of  the  first  stage. 
Tills  is  the  crepitant  rhonchus." — (Gkrhard  on  Diseases  of  the  Chesty 
fourth  edition,  p.  188.)  Dr.  Drake,  speaking  of  the  symptoms  of 
pneumonia,  says :  **  When  the  stethoscope  is  applied,  more  or  less  of 
bnmdiial  rhonchus  is  heard."— ^ Drake  on  the  Principal  Diseases  of 
the  Interior  Valley  of  North  America,  second  series,  p.  856.)  Dr. 
Copland  says :  *'In  the  second  (or  Laennec's  first)  stage  the  crept-' 
ioiimff  nmckuSf  and  the  gradually  diminishing  resicular  murmur,  are 
the  charActeristic  signs  of  pneumonia." — (Copland's  Dictionary  of 
Practical  Medicine,  yol.  ii.,  p.  884.)  Laennec  and  Watson  both  speak 
of  a  pathognomonic  symptom  of  pneamonia,  which  they  call  er^ntani 
romckms.  Dr.  Watson  says :  '*  We  can  not  too  highly  value  this  smgU 
sfmptom^  which  gives  the  earlier  and  surest  intimation  that  such  a  dis- 
ease has  b^^n,  as  tends  to  disorganization,  and  the  inevitable  loss  of 
life,  unless  quickly  arrested  by  its  counteracting  remedy." — (Watson's 
Leetores  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Physic,  third  American 
edition,  p.  563.)  When  he  speaks  of  certain  death  and  disorgani- 
zation, it  should  be  remembered  that  Watson  wad  an  **  old  fogy,"  be- 
lieving that  pneumonia  could  only  be  successfully  treated  with  bleed- 
ing, antimony,  and  calomel !  Dr.  Condie  says  :  *'  The  symptoms  of 
pneumonia  are  crepitant  ronehus^  bronchial  respiration,  and  a  fiat 
sound  upon  percnssion." — (Condie  on  Diseases  of  Children,  second 
edition,  p.  276.) 

In  the  ease  reported  our  critic  suggests  that  the  carbonate  of  am- 
monia wonid  have  been  a  better  remedy  than  tartar  emetic,  veratrum 
▼iride,  or  quinine,  even  in  the  early  stages.  He  would  out-Herod 
Herod.    Upon  this  point  we  must  beg  leave  to  differ — we  certainly 
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prefer  tbo  qiiinino  to  tbe  carbooale  of  ammonia,  nnloKS  in  Out 
last  stages  of  a  tvphoid  pneutnouia.      Our  critic  complaconlly 
"Of  whst  color  is  snything  almost  a  color?"      Anybody  bnt 
Pericksville  cotemporary  would  get  an  idea  of  tbo  color  meant, 
wo  say  almost  white,  or  vtry  ntarlg  black.      Our   critic    preteniJl 
hold  up  his  handn  in  horror  at  wbat  he  siipposea  is  an  inconsi 
On  the  second  day,  we  said  the  symptoms  were  nearly  the  «i 
the  first,  except  as  regarded  the  cough  and  txptctoralion.     It  was 
gard  to  these  very  eymptoinii  that  he  asks  ns  to  "  reconcile  the 
ment !  "     My  dear  sir,  the  statement  is  already  reconciled  — in 
confessed  the  unlikeness  here  I    Our  critic  asks  very  many  other 
tions  —  too  many  for  us  to  aiiKwer  here.     Bql  he  inquires,  " 
we  any  principles  in  medicine?    have  we  any  pathology  ?"     We 
Bwer,  be  who  bleeds  every  case  of  pneumonia,  because  some  authoi 
has  recommended  such  treatment,  in  onr  judgment  rcpodiatca 
"patkoloffy"  and  " principlea,"  and  will  have  an  occasion  to  anai 
our  Pericksville  ciitic's  question  in  nearly  the  language  of  tbe.inqi 
— really,  we  do  not  "  know  anything  of  the  action  of  medicines 
the  system  in  health  and  disease."     Ho  who  takes  a  diGTercnt  view  of 
his  duty,  observes  closely  the  natural  course  and  efleots  of  disease,  and 
the  general  influence  of  remedies  over  both  health  and  disease,  and 
deviates  from  the  dictum  of  special  therapeutics,  when  he  is 
ihe  well  established  principles  of  general  pathology  and  thi 
demand  it,  will  come  to  a  diSerent  uonclusion.     He  will  assert 
we  have  "  reliable  doctrines,"  both  in  regard  to  diseaBes  and  remi 
He  will  decide,  also,  that  he  knows  sometbing  of  them,  and  Ite  will 
determine  to  learn  more,  and  will  maintain  that  the  science  of  mwii 
cine  is  not  "  guess  work  "  entirely.     Would,  for  the  honoi 
cine  and  the  good  of  the  afflicted,  there  were  fewer  of  the  former 
more  of  the  latter  ! 

—  Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  treated  four  cases  of  pnei 
nia.     One  was  a  case  of  double  pneumonia,  very  similar 
reported  in  the  Lancet  and  Observer  for  April,  and  criticised  by  an 
"  old  fogy  "  in  the  May  number.     All  four  of  the  eases  recover^, 
the  pei'iod  of  their  confinement,  we  think,  was  below  the  average. 
do  not  propose  to  report  the  cases  in  full,  as  to  symptoms  or  treat 
Bnfiice  it  to  say,  that  the  diagnosis  was  established  both  by  pb; 
and  gonei-al  symptoms.     Tlie  peculiar  rnst-colored  sputa  wa»  p) 
in  all  the  cases.     We  trust  those  of  our  readeti,  eKcept  "old  foj 
who  know  us,  will  be  willing  to  concede  to  us  the  ability  of 
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of  pneamonia,  withoot  giving  tadioas  proof  by  detailing  teyeral 
pages  of  Bjinptoms. 

One  of  the  eases.  Miss  Akin,  aged  22  years,  was  taken  on  the  8tk 
of  May,  and  discharged  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month.  This  was*  a 
seveie  case  of  single  pneumonia.  On  the  third  day  the  pulse  was  125 
per  minnte,  notwithstanding  the  patient  was  taking  two  drops  of  Til- 
den's  fluid  extract  of  veratrum  viride  every  two  hours.  The  friends 
were  greatly  alarmed,  and,  in  our  absence,  arranged  to  send  for  two  or 
tkiee  physicians  in  consultation.  On  our  arrival  we  prevailed  upon 
Amn  to  wait  twelve  hours  and  note  the  action  of  quinine.  We  pre> 
dieted  free  perspiration,  slower  breathing,  and  a  greatly  diminished 
pobe,  as  to  frequency.  Quinine,  in  four-grain  doses,  was  given  every 
four  iKNurs,  with  about  six  or  eight  grains  of  Dover's  powders.  The 
symptoms  improved  very  soon — the  cough  greatly  diminished,  and  the 
psm  om  coughing  greatly  abated  ;  the  perspiration  was  free,  the  pulse 
in  twenty-lour  hours  had  sunk  to  below  ninety,  and  in  forty-eight 
houa  the  tongue  gave  evidence  of  beginning  to  clean.  The  friends 
quite  well  satisfied  with  the  improvement,  and  nothing  more  was 

d  about  counsel.  The  patient  was  dischaiged  on  the  tweiftk  day  of 
the  disease. 

To  the  case  of  double  pneumonia,  we  were  called  on  the  18th  of 
May.  The  patient.  Miss  Williams,  was  about  20  years  of  age,  and, 
tkoi^  engaged  as  a  servant,  her  health  was  not  robust.  On  the 
saeond  day  we  commenced  with  quinine  and  Dover's  powders.  The 
fever  abated  veiy  soon,  and  perspiration  was  quite  free.  The  patient 
iiadbarged  on  the  25th,  or  the  twelfth  day  from  the  attack,  l^m 
two  cases  were  discharged  on  the  tenth  day  of  treatment 

IWee  cases  were  not  cases  of  malarial  pneumonia,  for  malarial  fever 
was  never  known  to  originate  here.  Neither  were  they  properly  cases 
ef  typhoid  pneumonia.  Neither  of  the  cases  were  bled — all  were  blis- 
once  or  more— neither  of  them  had  antimony,  except  for  the  first 
or  two  days,  and  then  in  doses  too  small  to  nauseate. 

In  the  last  three  years  we  have  treated  many  cases  of  pneumonia  in 
this  manner,  with  results  quite  satisfactory.  From  ten  to  fourteen 
d^i  has  hem  the  usual  duration  of  the  disease.  Under  bloodletting, 
anlbaony,  calomel,  etc.,  patients  are  not  usually  discharged  before  the 
twentieth  day.  In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  for  May 
SB,  Dr.  Bowditch,  of  Boston — a  physician  of  the  highest  qualifica- 
tion— ^reports  two  cases  of  pneumonia.  Local  bleeding,  antimony, 
and  the  usual  authoritative  treatment,  was  pursued.  One 
dis^aigad  on  the  twenty-second,  and  the  other  on  the  twenty- 


482  Oarreipandence.  [Jnty^ 

third  day  of  the  disease.  As  pneumonia  haa  ooqnrred  to  ns,  qmniae 
and  opium  will  shorten  the  duration  of  the  disease  fall  o&e-half  over 
^e  usual  treatment.  0.  C.  GiBBSy  M.D« 

Frewsburo,  New  York,  1861. 
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An  Extraordinary  Case  of  Entire  Absence  of  Vagina. 

Messrs.  Editors  :  —  In  March,  1860, 1  was  called  to  see  Ifauy  J. 
McD.,  who  was  suffering  intensely  from  retained  menses ;  her  age 
about  17.  Having  previously  prescribed  for  the  patient,  without  af- 
fording relief,  I  requested  an  examination,  which  was  granted  ;  and, 
very  much  to  my  surprise,  and  I  have  been!  in  the  active  practice  of 
medicine  for  forty  years,  I  found  no  trace  of  a  vagina ;  there  was  not 
even  a  pit,  or  depression,  corresponding  to  the  vaginal  opening,  dis- 
coverable upon  the  most  careful  examination,  and  the  space  between 
die  anus  and  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  was  unusually  small — scarcely 
more  than  the  usual  perineal  space.  I  introduced  my  finger  within 
the  rectum  in  search  of  the  uterus,  and  felt  a  body,  high  up,  as  far  as 
I  could  reach,  firmer  than  the  surrounding  structures,  and  of  such  a 
size  and  shape  that  I  regarded  it  as,  without  doubt,  the  uterus. 

I  informed  the  girl,,  as  also  the  people  with  whom  she  lived,  of  her 
condition,  who  readily  assented  that  means  should  be  attempted  for 
her  relief,  if  possible.  Upon  consultation  with  several  medical  gen- 
tlimen  of  the  vicinity,  it  was  agreed  to  attempt  an  operation  for  re- 
storing the  vaginal  canal.  After  various  delays,  and  surrounded  by 
many  embarrassments,  unnecessary  to  detail,  we  commenced  the  ope- 
ration by  placing  the  patient  under  anesthetic  influence.  Dr.  G«thing 
took  charge  of  the  ether,  and  Dr.  Hopton  assisted  me  in  the  opera- 
tion. It  was  found  almost  impossible  to  secure  the  desired  effect  of 
the  ether,  and,  consequently,  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  chloroform 
and  ether  was  used,  with  prompt  and  satisfactory  results.  We  intro- 
duced a  gum  elastic  catheter  into  the  urethra,  as  a  beacon  anteriorly, 
and  the  finger  in  the  rectum  posteriorly,  and,  with  the  scalpel,  pro- 
ceeded to  dissect  up  the  integuments,  passing  carefully  in  the  pelvic 
axis  upward  and  backward,  using  all  precaution  to  avoid  the  urethra, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  rectum  on  the  other.  The  narrow  space,  and 
the  free  haemorrhage,  rendered  our  proceeding  a  very  tedious  matter  ; 
but,  having  penetrated  about  the  depth  of  a  finger  length,  the  outline 
of  the  OS  uteri  was  plainly  felt,  by  Drs.  Gething,  Hopton,  and  myself. 
We  supposed  it  possible  there  might  be  some  muscular  fibres  still  re- 
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nudning,  wbioh  would  require  division,  but,  for  fear  of  wounding  tbe 
ill-defined  os  nteri,  we  decided  to  await  some  sobseqnent  occasion,  and 
complete  the  operation,  if  required. 

The  wound  was  cleansed  and  dressed,  a  large  tent  placed  in  tbe  new- 
made  passage,  and  tbe  patient  pat  to  bed.  Tbat  nigbt  sbe  bad  a  very 
large  discbarge  of  black,  tbin  menstrual  fluid,  wbicb  led  us  to*  infer 
tbat  tbe  communication  witb  tbe  uterus  was  perfectly  establisbed. 
Tbe  patient  remained  in  tbe  village  about  ten  days,  during  wbicb  time 
er^ytbing  appeared  to  do  well.  Sbe  was  tben  removed  by  ber  friends 
a  few  miles  distant,  wbere  sbe  was  still  under  our  occasional  observa- 
tion, and  wbere  we  instructed  ber  to  dress  tbe  wound  for  berself.  I 
•till  expected  to  make  a  final  examination  of  tbe  condition  of  the 
parts,  ao  soon  as  tbe  first  wound  sbould  be  sufficiently  bealed,  and,  if 
necessary,  complete  tbe  operation  ;  but,  before  time  and  opportunity 
permitted  sucb  an  examination,  sbe  was  taken  by  ber  fatber  over  into 
YiiginiAy  and,  of  course,  I  lost  sigbt  of  tbe  case. 

It  appears,  bowever,  from  a  communication  wbicb  recently  appeared 
in  your  journal,  tbat  a  gentleman  of  Sistersville,  Ya.,  bas  completed, 
or  attempted  tbe  completion,  of  our  operation.  Accoitling  to  bis  ae- 
oooDty  he  made  a  crucial  incinon  in  the  hymen,  and,  by  introducing  his 
speculum,  was  enabled  to  discover  tbe  cicatrix  remaining  from  our 
operation.  Being  familiar  witb  tbe  original  condition  of  this  patient, 
and  our  own  attempt  at  relief,  we  were  certainly  very  much  astonished 
at  the  details  given  by  your  correspondent ;  and,  especially,  tbat  he 
should  find  a  hymen  situated  at  tbe  posterior,  instead  of  tba  anterior, 
portion  of  the  vagina.  This,  bowever,  probably  accounts  for  tbe  dif- 
ficulty he  experienced  in  making  bis  crucial  incision. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Lewis  Gratiokt. 


S^vUWjf  anfl  ^otitti. 


A  Rifvri  m  ^ptdemies  and  Endenuct :  Cholera.    By  0.  C.  Gibbs,  M.D. 

We  have  received  this  report  from  tbe  author.  It  is  a  brochure  of 
forty-four  pages.  Tbe  author  holds  tbat  **  first  among  tbe  local 
of  cholera  stands  miaem — a  poisonous  exhalation  from  deeom" 
ammal  and  excrementiHoue  fnaiter,"  and  enters  at  length  into 
proof  of  this.  He  does  not  believe  in  its  contagiousness,  and  in  this 
view  we  entirely  agree  with  him.  Tbe  report  shows  a  good  deal  of 
pispaistioii  and  reflection. 
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A  JPraeUeal  Treatise  on  Military  Surgery,  By  Fbavx  Hjjiixaoii,  M.D^  UU  Bur- 
geon Thirty-third  Begiment,  Fourth  Brigade,  Fourth  DiTiaion,  New  York 
State  Militia ;  Prof,  of  Military  Surgery  and  of  Diseases  and  Accidents  in- 
cident to  Bones,  in  Belleyue  Medical  College ;  Surgeon  to  BellcTue  Hospital, 
etc.,  etc.    New  York :  Bailli^re  Brothers.    1861.    Pp.  282. 

A  Manual  of  Military  Surgery :  or.  Hints  on  the  Emergencies  of  Field,  Camp 
and  Hospital  Practice.  Illustrated  with  wood-cuts.  By  S.  B.  Gross,  MJD., 
Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  Phila- 
delphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.    1861.    Pp.  186. 

We  received  these  two  books  too  late  for  our  last  number. 

Prof.  Hamilton's  book  is  divided  into  the  following  chapters : 
Chap.  1.  Introduction ;  Chap.  2.  Examination  of  recruits ;  Chap.  8. 
General  hygiene  of  troops ;  Chap.  4.  Bivouac,  accommodation  of 
troops  in  tents ;  Chap.  5.  Hospitals  ;  Chap.  6.  Preparation  for  the 
field ;  Chap.  7.  Hygienic  management  of  troops  on  the  march  ;  Chap. 
8.  Conveyance  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers ;  Chap.  9.  Gunshot 
wounds ;  Chap.  10.  Amputation ;  Chap.  11.  On  the  employment  of 
anesthetics  in  amputation  and  other  surgical  operations  after  gunshot 
injuries  ;  Chap.  12.  Hospital  gangrene  ;  Chap.  13.  Dysentery  ;  Chap. 
1^.  Scorbutus,  or  scurvy ;  Appendix.  This  is,  in  our  opinion,  the 
best  handbook  issued  on  the  subject.  It  is  much  more  complete  than 
either  the  one  by  Dr.  Tripler,  or  that  by  Prof.  Gross. 

Dr.  Gross  treats  his  subject  under  the  following  heads :  Chap.  1. 
Historical  sketch  of  military  surgery  ;  Chap.  2.  Importance  of  mili- 
tary surgery  ;  Chap.  3.  Qualifications  and  duties  of  military  sur- 
geons ;  Chap.  4.  Medical  equipments,  stores  and  hospitals  ;  Chap.  5. 
Wounds  and  other  injuries  ;  Chap.  6.  Amputations  and  resections ; 
Chap.  7.  Ill  consequences  of  wounds  and  operations ;  Chap.  8.  Inju- 
ries of  the  head,  chest  and  abdomen  ;  Chap.  9.  Diseases  incident  to 
troops  ;  Chap.  10.  Military  hygiene  ;  Chap.  11.  Disqualifying  dis- 
eases ;  Chap.  12.  Feigned  diseases ;  Chap.  13.  Medical,  surgical  and 
dietetic  formulae.  It  gives  evidence  of  having  been  written  in  haste, 
but  contains  in  a  small  compass  valuable  matter. 

We  opine  that  the  medical  man  called  to  the  care  of  the  troops  will 
find  either  or  all  of  these  books  useful  to  him  in  regard  to  his  duties. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  no  one  will  so  far  deceive  himself  in 
thinking  that  he  will  be  prepared  to  pass  any  one  of  the  medical 
boards  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  the  post  of  surgeon  to 
the  troops,  after  having  read  these  books. 
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Okw  SiaU  Medical  SocUfy. — Although  we  have  no  official  report  ci 
the  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  jet  we  are  gratified  to  learn 
that  considering  the  state  of  the  country,  and  the  financial  condition 
of  Doctors'  pockets  these  times,  it  was  a  most  excellent  and  success- 
fol  meeting.  Quite  a  nu^her  were  present ;  some  of  the  memheis 
Winging  their  families  to  enjoy  the  well-known  hospitalities  of  mine 
host  of  the  Wkiii  Sulpkur  Springi.  The  sessions  continued  throu^ 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  25th  and  26th  of  June. 

The  officers  elect,  for  the  ensuing  year,  are  as  follows :  For  Preai- 
dent — Jh,  M.  B.  Wright,  of  Cincinnati ;  Vice  Presidents — ^Drs.  B. 
L.  Plimpton,  N.  Dalton,  J.  Harman,  and  R.  Gundry;  Becording 
Secretaries —  Drs.  W.  W.  Dawson,  and  Williams  of  Delaware ; 
lYeasurar — ^Dr.  J.  B.  Thompson,  of  Columbus  ;  and  B.  Thompson, 
Librarian.  Hie  address  of  the  retiring  President,  Dr.  Conklin,  of 
Sidney,  is  pronounced  unusually  fine  and  appropriate.  Several  toI- 
onteer  papers  were  read  by  Drs.  Pomeraine,  Culbertson,  Dalton  and 
Boerstler.  Hiese  papers  a^e  said  to  be  of  decided  value  as  scientifio 
contributions,  and  together  with  the  proceedings  will  be  of  enou^ 
volume  and  importance  to  warrant  the  usual  issue  of  the  annual  trans- 
actions. 

We  understand  invitations  were  urged  for  the  Society  to  convene 
in  1862  in  Cleveland,  and,  perhaps,  one  or  two  other  points  ;  but  the 
present  delightful  location  seems  so  well  adapted  for  all  the  social  and 
scientific  purposes  of  the  Society  that  it  again  adjourned  to  meet,  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  June,  1862,  at  the  Ohio  White  Sulphur  Springs. 


OtmemoT  DtmUam  and  hi$  Medical  AppaitUmenU, — ^The  medical 
profession  and  the  soldiers  of  the  State  of  Ohio  hare  been  grossly  and 
outrageously  treated  hy  the  Governor,  in  his  medical  appointments. 
This  is  a  serious  charge,  but  we  shall  attempt  to  state  some  facts  to 
prove  it  After  Dr.  McMillen,  the  late  Surgeon-General,  lefl  with  the 
FInl  Regiment,  the  Governor  looked  around  for  some  one  to  fill  his 
place ;  but,  in  the  whole  great  State  of  Ohio,  out  of  some  four  thousand 
physicians,  ho  could  find  no  one  fit  for  the  office,  and  did  not  succeed 
mitfl  he  found  a  gentleman  but  recently  arrived  from  Arkansas,  and 
but  a  few  days  in  Cincinnati.  Every  medical  man,  and  many  intelligent 
immediatdy  asked.  Who  is  this  man  appointed  Surgeon- 
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General  ?  So  greaL  was  the  RsloniRhment  excited  bj  the  appointniest 
that  everybody  imme^liately  asked  tbe  qneatlon,  if  we  had  not  somo 
man  fit  for  the  oQice,  of  acknowledged  ability,  and  ivell  known  piO' 
feesional  standing  ?  In  Indiana,  FonnflylfaDia,  and  many  other  Rt«tes, 
we  find  gentlemen  of  position  and  known  ability,  and  at  tbe  same  time 
identified,  for  years,  with  the  profession  of  tlieir  several  Stales,  Fall«d 
to  fill  the  responsible  office  of  Snrgeon -General.  In  all  other  States 
the  Surgeon -General  resides  in  the  same  city  with  the  Governor 
and  Commander-in-Chief,  so  as  to  advise  him,  but  in  oor  Srate 
the  Governor  resides  in  one  city  and  his  Snrgeon- General  in  another. 
As  an  example  of  this  rannagemenf,  we  are  informal  by  an  AaHtsUut- 
Surgeon,  now  on  duty  at  Camp  Dennison,  that  the  surgical  iiistniments 
ftarnifihed  by  the  Governor  nad  his  Suigeon- General  am  of  the  poorest 
^dttracter,  and  that  several  of  the  most  useful  and  important  ones  have 
■,k6t  hocn  furnished.  No  splints  of  any  kind  have  been  provided,  The 
JIIBtne  gentleman  informs  us  that  only  two  small  bottles  of  chloroform 

■  liave  been  furnished  in  the  medical  stores  of  each  regiment.     Hi>w 
[long  will  this  small  quantity  of  chloroform  last  if  these  rcgiueuts 

■  j&ould  be  cut  up  and  many  of  the  men  wounded  ?     Rtitl  v 
■'ifingle  ambulance  or  stretcher  has  been  furnished  to  eitlicr  of  the 
Pinents  which  hove  been  ordered  to  Virginia  from  Camp  Denid 

Indeed,  one  or  two  regiments  have  been  ordered  off  wtihonl  either  I 
teens  or  tents.  We  hear  that  tbe  surgeons  in  Camp  Denuison  | 
tested  to  the  State  Medical  Board  (which  visited  the  camp  >  short^ 
since)  concerning  the  bad  character  of  the  instrumonts  employed.  \ 

Who  is  responsible  ?     No  others  than  the  Governor  and  bis  I 
geon-Genera!.     The  latter  officer,  we  have  been  iuformed,  gave  a 
on  the  Government  officers  in  New  York  for  about  twenty  thoni 
dollars  worth  of  instruments,  including   several  obstetrical   : 
menls  !     The  Government  officers  expressed  great  surprise,  and  p 
to  send  tiio  full  amount  ordered.     The  particular  ose  for  which  tl 
stetrical  instniments  wore  intended  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know,  t 
troops  were  not  allowed  to  carry  any  women  along^^ 

Why  did  not  the  Governor,  or  liis  Surgeon- General,  order  iiM 
mcnts,  splints,  ambulances  and  stretchers  in  Cincinnati  f 
reasons,  we  suppose,  forbid.  The  next  piece  of  glaring  injtwtiM 
tmfairncss,  not  to  say  dishonesty,  is  the  courae  be  has  ptmu 
ordering  the  Surgeons  and  Assistant- Surgeons  to  duty.  When  ti 
were  first  called  ont,  so  great  was  tlio  pressure  on  the  Governor  fa| 
medical  appointments,  tliat  to  relieve  him  of  tbe  trouble,  and  i 
same  time  ensure  the  seleclion  of  the  best  medical  men,  the  Lc^slat 
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with  his  advice,  we  believe,  passed  a  law  organizing  a  Medical  Board 
for  the  examination  of  all  who  shonld  apply  for  the  office  of  Sui^geon 
and  Assistant-Snrgeon.  The  law  permitted  the  Governor  to  appoint 
the  Board.  It  was  fair  to  suppose  that  this  Board  would  report  those 
who  received  its  approval,  in  the  order  of  their  merit.  This,  we  are 
informed,  it  did.  Now,  what  was  the  plain,  honest  course  of  the 
Governor  ?  To  appoint  men  to  the  regiments  according  to  the  order 
cfmeril.  Bat  this  he  has  not  done,  but  has  consulted  political  and 
geographical  localities.  This  is  especially  true  in  regard  to  his  ap- 
pointments of  those  who  have  recently  passed  its  Board.  There  is  a 
young  gentleman  in  this  city  who  was  examined  for  Assistant-Sur- 
geon, and  who  passed  the  best  examination  (according  to  the  publicly 
expressed  opinion  of  the  oldest  member  of  the  Board)  of  all  the  can- 
didates who'  were  examined,  and  was  reported  as  such ;  yet  he  is  over- 
looked, and  other  men  below  him  in  the  merit  of  examination  have 
been  appointed.  We  could  particularize  still  fi|rther,  but  do  not  deem 
it  necessary.  The  Governor  has  resorted  to  the  small  business  of 
keeping  up  his  political  popularity  by  appointing  Sui^ons  and  As- 
sistant-Surgeons on  geographical  locality. 

We  do  not  understand  what  further  use  he  can  have  for  the  Medical 
Board,  as  he  pays  but  little  attention  to  its  recommendations.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  him  to  dismiss  it. 

We  hope  that  no  medical  man  will  in  the  future  place  himself  in  a 
position  to  be  so  badly  treated. 


CUmeni  A,  FinUy,  M.D,^  recently  promoted  to  the  office  of  SurgaoiK 
General  of  the  United  States  Army,  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  entered 
the  army  as  Assistant-Snigeon  on  the  10th  of  August,  1818,  nearly 
foftj-three  years  ago,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Surgeon  on 
the  18th  of  July,  1882.  He  was  the  Senior  Sui^geon  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Army,  and  entitled  to  the  promotion.  The  Senior 
Surgeon  of  the  Army,  now,  is  Dr.  Satterlce. — Amer,  Med,  I^mee, 


Armtjf  Surgeons* — The  following  named  gentlemen,  having  passed 
the  Board  of  Medical  Examiners,  which  convened  in  New  York  City, 
May  1,  have  been  appointed  Assistant-Surgeons  by  the  President :  W. 
A.  Hammond,  Pa. ;  J.  P.  Wright,  Pa. ;  H.  M.  Spragne,  Conn. ;  Chas. 
C.  Gray,  N.  Y. ;  W.  C.  Spencer,  N.  Y. ;  F.  L.  Town,  N.  H. ;  A. 
Ingram,  Ohio  ;  P.  V.  Schenck,  N.  J. ;  J.  W.  S.  Gouley,  La. ;  Dallas 
BMhe,  D.  C. ;  B.  E.  Joyer,  Pa. ;  John  H.  Frantz,  Pa.  ;  Webster 
Liaddy*  D.  C. ;  0.  E.  Godard,  N.  Y. ;  H.  R.  Silliman,  Pa. ;  P.  C. 
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Davis,  Vft.  ;  Job.  8.  Smith,   Va.  ;  C.  J.  Wilbon,   D.  C.  ;  J«m»  tT 
Weeds,  Ohio ;  Chas.  B.  White.  N.  Y. ;  Y,  M.  8trenberg.  N.  Y.     Dr. 
Town  in  now  on  duty  at  Newport  Barracks,  oppositD  the  city. 

Sanitary  Commission. — The  following  gentlemen  have  been  »p- 
pointed  b}'  the  Seci'etary  of  War  a  Sanitary  Commission  "to  inqniM 
into  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  volunteer  regtmeDta,  engaged  in 
service  of  Government,  and  to  take  measures  to  remedy  defects 
by  recommendations  addressed  to  the  proper  military  authorities 

Henry  W,  Bellows,  President.  New  York  ;  Prof.  A.  D.  Bache. 
President,  Washington  ;  Elisha  Harris,  M.D.,  Corresponding  8» 
tary,  N.  Y.;  George  W.  Collum,  M.D..  U.S.A.,  Washington 
Wood.  M.D..  U.S.A..  Washington  ;  W.  H.  Van  Bnrcn,  M.D. 
Y.  ;  Alexander  Shiras,  M.D.,  Washington  ;    Wolcott  Oibbs,  M.1 
N.  Y.  ;  Samuel  Y.  Howe,  M,D.,  Boston  ;  C.  R.  Agnew.  M.D.,  N. 
J.  H.  Newberry,  M.D.,  Cleveland;  George  T.  Strong.  N. 
Law  Olmstead,  N.  Y.     The  members  of  this  Commission  serve  wili- 
out  fee  or  reward. 

Mr.  F.  Law  Olmstead  will  serve  as  the  resident  Secretary  «nd 
eral  Agent  at  Washington.  The  Commission  has  the  fullest  confii 
of  the  Government,  and  was  appointed  at  the  suggestion  of  Ifae 
cal  Bureau  of  the  Ai-my  at  Washington. 

This  commission  has  a  great  work  before  it.     An  appreciation  of 
the  necessily  and  cjtent  of  its  labors  is  fnlly  set  forth  in  the  addiw* 
whi;:h  it  has  issued  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.     It  propoMS 
to  introduce  a  plan  by  which  the  food  for  the  troops  shall  be  wdl 
cooked,  Ibe  water  purified  when  necessary,  ventilation  of  (ent^,  bnSld' 
ing  and  furnishing  of  first-ralo  hospitals,  and  seeing  that  good  di 
ing,  pure  medicines,  ahiindant  supply  of  tents,  and  a  good  nai 
cient  number  of  niifEea  ore  provided,     "If,"  says  the  address. 
Commission  shall  be  enabled  fully  to  execute  the  work  it  contcmpli 
and  hopes  to  AccompUsh.  it  will  save,  at  least,  twenty  thotisand 
every  hundred  thousand  men  raised  for  the  war  from  perishing 
lessly.  ingloriously,  end  nnneceasarily,  from  mere  want  of  the  syi 
atie  precautious  which  ought  to  be  provided  (and  which  cbq  be  pro- 
vided at  a  cost  comparatively  insignificant)  against  perils  of  ezposTm: 
and  disease." 

So  great  is  the  labor  thrown  on  the  Medical  Bureau  at  Washinj 
that  it  has  found  itself  wholly  nnablo  to  look  after  the  volnntocrv 
should  do.    This  Comraisaion.  therefore,  appeals  to  the  public  at 
for  donations  and  contributions  to  pay  its  agents  in  traveling,  etc. 
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is  Tested  with  full  authority  hj  the  8argeon-Gleiieral  of  the  Army  to 
Tisit  and  inspect  all  posts,  camps  and  hospitals.  The  ohject  of  this 
Commission  is '  not  only  a  necessary  one,  but  a  very  usefnl  one.  We 
hope  onr  readers,  in  their  respective  localities,  will  urge  its  claims  on 
their  friends.  Dr.  Bellows,  at  the  present  writing,  is  in  Cincinnati, 
en  route  to  Cairo,  to  visit  the  camp  at  that  place. 

Donations  may  be  sent  to  George  T.  Strong,  Treasurer,  No.  68, 
Wall-street,  New  York. 

—  In  reference  to  this  Commission  we  find  the  following  official 

order  of  Surgeon-Qeneral  Finley  : 

Suboeon-General's  Officb,  June  15, 1861. 
A  Sanitary  Commission  having  been  ordered  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  volunteers, 
with  reference  to  Police  Regulations,  Hospital  Supplies,  and  other 
subjects  connected  with  the  hygiene  of  troops,  it  is  enjoined  upon  all 
medical  officers  of  the  army  and  volunteers  to  render  every  facility  for 
sudi  objects,  and  to  give  the  Commission  admission,  when  on  visits  of 
inspection,  into  all  hospitals,  regimental  and  general. 

C.  A.  Finley,  Surgeon-General  U.S.A. 

Si.  Paul  (Minn,)  Academy  qf  Jfedkine. — We  have  received  the 
Constitution  and  Regulations  of  this  Medical  Association,  and  express 
our  pleasant  gpratification  at  the  prosperity  which  is  manifested.  This 
Academy  was  instituted  March,  1860 ;  and  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Whar- 
ton, states  that  although  with  only  nine  members,  '*  the  Academy  is  in 
the  possession  of  two  spacious  rooms,  suitably  furnished  and  well 
lighted  with  gas ;  has  procured,  at  no  little  expense,  a  superior  micro- 
scope, an  analytical  chemical  apparatus,  and  an  electrical  machine." 
"  A  Medical  Library  has  been  commenced,  which  bids  fair  to  attain  a 
very  respectable  size,  through  the  contributions  of  physicians,  and  by 
purchase."  The  cash  receipts  of  the  first  fiscal  year  was  8620.72 ; 
expenditure,  9462.98 ;  leaving  8367  in  the  treasury.  The  St.  Paul 
Academy  has  adopted  the  code  of  ethics  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.  We  commend  the  example  of  the  St.  Paul  Academy  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery  to  the  attention  and  emulation  of  the  profession 
at  large. 

The  absence  qf  Dr,  Stevens  from  Cincinnati  will  account  for  any  ap- 
parent neglect  of  correspondents  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  business 
•Hairs  of  the  Lancet  and  Observer,  and  otherwise.  It  will  also  explain 
•omewhat  the  delay  in  the  issue  of  the  June  and  July  numbers ;  a 
fiaUure  on  the  part  of  our  paper-makers,  however,  must  divide  this 
ntpontibility,  particularly  for  July. 
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Surgical  AppotrUments  to  the  Indiana  BegimetUs. — We  have  been 
kindly  furnished,  by  Dr.  Parvin,  of  Indianapolis,  with  the  following 
list  of  appointments  which  have  been  made  to  the  Indiana  volunteer 
regiments.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  few  of  these  names  are  amongst  the 
most  prominent  physicians  of  our  sister  State — active  and  efficient  as 
practitioners,  and  well  known  as  working  members  of  the  State 
Society : 

Sixth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  Charles  Schiissler,  Madison ;  Assistant, 
John  W.  Davis,  Vincennes. 

Seventh  Regiment :  Surgeon,  George  W.  New,  Indianapolis ;  As- 
sistant, William  Gillespie,  Rising  Sun. 

Eighth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  James  L.  Ford,  Wabash  ;  Assistant, 
George  W.  Edgerlee,  Muncie. 

Ninth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  Daniel  Meeker,  Laporte  ;  Assistant,  M. 
G.  Sherman,  Michigan  City. 

Tenth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  Thomas  P.  McCrea,  Logansport ;  As- 
sistant, William  H.  Myers,  Fort  Wayne. 

Eleventh  Regiment :  Surgeon,  Thomas  W.  Fry,  Crawfordsville ; 
Assistant,  John  C.  Thompson,  Terre  Haute. 

Twelfth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  William  Lomax,  Marion  ;  Assistant, 
Isaac  Caselberry,  Evansville.     (State  service.) 

Thirteenth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  Ferdinand  Mason,  Grandview  ;  As- 
sistant, Alois  D.  Gall,  Indianapolis. 

Fourteenth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  Joseph  G.  McPheeters,  Blooming- 
ton  ;  Assistant,  George  W.  McCune,  Rockville. 

Fifteenth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  Richard  C.  Bond,  Aurora ;  Assistant, 
J.  Milton  Youart,  Lafayette. 

Sixteenth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  Elias  Fisher,  Richmond  ;  Assistant, 
Geo.  F.  Chittenden,  Anderson.     (Srate  servicej 

Seventeenth  Regiment :  Surgeon,  John  Y.  Hitt,  Greensborg  ;  As- 
sistant, David  H.  Henry,  Goshen. 

John  S.  Bobbs,  Indianapolis,  Medical  Director. 


Since  our  last  issue.  Governor  Dennison  has  reorganized  the 

Medical  Board  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  Surgeons  and 
Surgeons'  Mates  to  the  Ohio  forces.  In  place  of  Drs.  Blackman  and 
Whiting,  he  has  appointed  Drs.  Awl  and  Smith,  of  Columbus.  The 
reasons  assigned  for  this  are,  that  it  was  too  expensive  and  inconve- 
nient to  have  Drs.  Blackman  and  Whiting  repair  to  Columbus  when 
they  should  be  wanted.  It  is  certainly  very  refreshing  and  gratifying 
to  find  the  Governor  growing  economical,  especially  when  he  has  been 
paying  about  two  prices  for  the  miserable  clothing  of  the  troops.  At 
any  rate  he  has  the  Medical  Board,  composed  of  Drs.  Awl,  Smith  and 
Hamilton,  located  at  Columbus.  This  Board  met  in  Columbus,  Jane 
1 8th,  and  after  an  examination,  by  written  questions  and  answers,  re- 
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K>mmended  the  following  gentlemen  to  the  Governor  as  Snrgeons : 
W.  Clendenin,  M.D.,  Joseph  T.  Webb,  M.D.,  of  Cincinnati ;  Nor- 
nan  Gay,  M.D.,  Colnmbns  ;  J.  Y.  Cantwell,  M.D.,  Mansfield ;  R.  N. 
5arr,  M.D.,  Columbus ;  Francis  Gaeter,  M.D.,  Waterloo,  Fayette 
;^o. ;  M.  M.  Stimmel,  M.D.,  Ada,  Harding  Co. ;  David  Welsh,  M.D., 
31cncoe,  Belmont  Co. ;  W.  R.  Thrall,  M.D.,  Keoknk,  Iowa  ;  G.  R. 
Weeks,  M.D.,  Booneville,  Seneca  Co. ;  J.  L.  Crane,  M.D.,  Ashland, 
burgeons*  Mates — ^Thomas  H.  Kearney,  M.D.,  Thomas  Neal,  M.D., 
>f  Cincinnati ;  John  McCnrdy,  M.I).,  Yonngstown;  Julins  C.  Schenck, 
tf.D.,  Cleveland  ;  Andrew  8abine,  M.D.,  Union  Co. ;  J.  W.  Cooke, 
il.D.,  Toledo.  The  Board  came  ddwn  to  Camp  Bennison  and  ex- 
amined Assistant- Surgeon  Greenleaf,  and  Surgeon  Ball,  of  the  Fifth 
iiegiment,  who  were  appointed  by  the  Governor  previous  to  the  organ- 
salion  of  the  Board.  We  understand  that  the  Governor  ordered 
burgeon -General  Shumard  to  report  himself  to  the  Board  for  examin- 
ation at  Columbus,  but  he  did  not  appear.  We  should  like  to  be 
nformed  why  the  Board  admitted  a  gentleman  from  Iowa.  Is  there 
lot  enough  of  good  men  in  Ohio  ? 


The  Governor  has  ordered  Joseph  T.  Webb,  M.D.,  of  Cincinnati^ 
Surgeon,  and  John  McCurdy,  M.D.,  Assistant- Surgeon,  to  the  Twenty- 
ihiid  Regiment. 

David  Welch,  M.D.,  Surgeon,  and  Enoch  Pearce,  M.D.,  Assistant- 
Burgeon,  to  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment. 

L.  G.  Meyer,  M.D.,  Surgeon,  and  G.  R.  Weeks,  M.D.,  Assistant- 
Smgeon,  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment. 

M.  M«  Stimmel,  M.D.,  Surgeon,  and  A.  Sabine,  M.D.,  Assistant- 
Baigeon,  to  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment 

Julius  Schenck,  M.D.,  of  Cleveland,  Assistant- Surgeon,  has  been 
<>Mered  to  the  Twenty-second  Regiment. 

T.  L.  Neal,  M.D.,  of  Cincinnati,  Assistant- Surgeon  to  the  Eigh- 
^^ttth  Regiment,  vice  W.  H.  Drury,  M.D.,  resigned. 


^T^  Reniucky  RegifnenU. — Col.  Guthrie,  of  the  First  Kentucky  Re- 
'I'k^^nt,  has  appointed  Dr.  S.  G.  Menzies,  of  Cincinnati,  surgeon,  and 
^-  O.  R.  White,  of  Ky.,  mate,  to  his  regiment, 
v^ol.  Woodruff,  of  the  Second  Kentucky  Regiment,  has  appointed 
J*'*  John  F.  White  surgeon,  and  Dr.  S.  P.  Bonner  mate  to  the  Second 
^^i^tncky  Regiment.  We  learn  that  these  gentlemen  have  been  ex- 
■^^^led  as  to  their  qualifications,  by  Surgeon  Wright,  U.S.A.,  and 
approved, 
nr.— 28 
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The  annaal  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Sode^ 

has  been  postponed  until  next  year. 

Prof.  Henry  H.  Smith,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvantay  hat 

been  appointed  Surgeon-General  of  the  Pennsylvania  forces. 

Prof.  Hamilton,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  has  entered  the  army 

cjbrvice  as  Surgeon  to  the  Thirty-first  Regiment  of  New  York  Stale 
Volunteers. 

Dr.  Mott  delivered  a  eulogy  on  the  late  Dr.  Francis,  before  die 

Academy  of  Medicine,  on  the  last  Wednesday  evening  in  May.  The 
address  is  to  be  published. 

At  the  annual  commencement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 

University  of  Vermont,  which  took  place  June  13th,  twenty  candidates 
received  the  d^ree  of  M.D. 

Dr.  C.  G.  Comegys  has  been  appointed  a  Director  of  the  Long- 
View  Lunatic  Asylum,  in  place  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Vattier,  whose  time  had 
expired.     The  appointment  is  an  excellent  one. 

M.  Ghassignac  has  lately  performed  the  operation  of  lithotomy 

on  a  boy  three  years  of  age,  with  his  favorite  instrument,  the  eeraseur. 
The  child  had  quite  recovered  at  the  end  of  six  weeks.  A  calculus 
about  an  inch  in  diameter  was  extracted. 

We  understand  that  Dr.  Blackman  has  received  anthoritj  to 

nominate  three  Surgeons  for  the  gun-boats  Conestoga,  Lexing^n  and 
Tyler,  which  left  the  city  recently  for  Cairo.  The  gentlemen  appointed 
will  rank  as  Assistant-Surgeons  in  the  navy. 

Dr.  0.  C.  Gibbs  having  received  the  names  of  only  onehm- 

dred  and  twenty  subscribers  to  his  "  Year-Book  of  American  Contri- 
butions to  Medical  Science  and  Literature,"  and  being  unable  to  un- 
dertake its  publication,  has  postponed  its  issue. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  having  been  approved  by  the 

Navy  Medical  Board,  have  been  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  appointment  as  Assistant-Surgeons :  Samuel  D.  Flagg,  Jr.,  Jas. 
H.^Tinkham,  Charles  H.  Covill,  A.  C.  Bhoades,  of  New  York; 
Jacob  H.  Gonwald,  of  Ohio ;  W.  H.  Leavitt ;  W.  L.  Wheeler,  of 
Massachusetts ;  A.  0.  Leavitt,  Fred.  E.  Potter,  of  New  Yoik. 

Dr.  Andrew  J.  Baxter,  of  Cincinnati,  a  graduate  of  the  Medi* 

cal  College  of  Ohio,  at  its  last  commencement,  and  one  of  the  resident 
physicians  of  the  Commercial  Hospital,  having  been  examined  and 
approved  by  the  Army  Medical  Board,  has  been  reported  to  the  Secre^ 
tary  of  War,  and  has  been  commissioned.  He  has  been  ordered  Up 
Washington  City  for  duty.  The  army  has  received  two  good  phy- 
sicians in  Drs.  Ingram  and  Baxter,  both  of  this  city. 
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The  Society  of  Pharmacy,  of  Paris,  has  offered  a  priae  of  six 

thousand  francs,  to  which  the  Minister  of  War  will  add  four  thousand, 
for  the  discovery  of  a  substitute  possessing  equivalent  febrifuge  prop- 
erties to  quinine,  or  for  the  artificial  formation  of  that  alkali.  The 
prise  is  left  open  until  July  1, 1861. 

We  hope  that  every  medical  man  connected  with  the  volunteers 

is  fully  informed  of  the  prophylactic  property  of  quinine  in  regard  to 
malarial  diseases.  If  there  is  one  fact  better  proved  than  another  in 
r^rd  to  the  action  of  medicines,  it  is  that  quinine  is  a  prophylactic 
to  intermittent  fever,  and  all  its  dire  sequelae.  This  has  been  fully 
proved  by  Naval  Burgeons  in  the  British  fleets  serving  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  Wc  believe  that  all  troops,  stationed  or  marching  through 
malarious  districts,  should  be  compelled  to  take  from  four  to  six  grains 
(4  quinine  daily.  Particularly  should  this  be  enforced  at  such  places 
at  Cairo,  and  by  all  of  the  sentries  exposed  at  night  in  localities 
where  malarial  diseases  are  prevalent.  Every  physician  who  has 
practiced  in  the  great  malarial  districts  of  the  West,  we  presume,  is 
•equainted  with  this  fact. 

Dr.  McMillen,  Surgeon  of  the  First  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 

is  ordered  home  to  resume  the  duties  of  Surgeon-General  of  the  State 
troops.  In  thia^nnection,  we  are  glad  to  inform  our  readers  that  Dr. 
McMillen  was  prepared,  with  his  instruments,  etc.,  to  give  assistance 
to  the  troops  in  the  late  attack  on  bis  regiment,  under  command  of 
General  Schenck,  at  Vienna.  After  the  fire  on  the  regiment,  the  en- 
giaeer  of  the  train  started  it  for  Alexandria,  and  carried  the  inatru- 
ments  with  him.  We  state  this  in  justice  to  Dr.  McMillen,  as  many 
Mieve,  amid  the  gross  carelessness  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
unfortunate  regiment,  the  surgeon  also  was  greatly  deserving  of  cen- 
wne.  The  New  York  reporters  also  telegraphed  that  Dr.  McMillen 
bsd  neglected  to  carry  his  instruments. 

Binoe  writing  the  above,  we  see  that  Col.  McCook,  commander  of 
tks  First  Regiment,  fully  exonerates  Dr.  McMillen  from  all  blame,  and 
*Utes  that  he  was  fully  prepared,  but  was  deprived  of  his  instruments, 
tt  the  confusion,  by  the  hasty  retreat  of  the  train. 


Married. — In  Cincinnati,  July  2d,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Sntvely,  Dr. 
•as.  T.  Simpson  and  Occa,  daughter  of  P.  A.  Sprimomam,  Esq. 


JKw  Books, — Few  books  are  issuing  from  the  medical  press  at  this 
;  we  have,  however,  jost  received  Maxson's  Practice  of  Medicine, 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  examine  it.     Shall  notice  it  next  month. 
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Artificial  Legi — Br,  Douglass  Bly, — This  gentleman  has  esiabUthed 
a  branch  office  for  the  manufacture  of  artificial  legs,  in  the  citj  of 
Cincinnati.  His  circular  will  be  found  accompanying  the  present 
number  of  this  journal.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  is  endorsed  by  some 
of  the  most  prominent  surgeons  of  this  country.  We  have  not  had 
a  personal  opportunity  for  testing  the  merits  of  his  special  claims  to 
patronage,  and,  therefore,  must  be  content  with  calling  attention  to  Dr. 
Bly*8  advertisement. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  New  York  Daily  Times,  from  one  of 
its  correspondents  from  Washington,  which  may  be  of  interest  to  those 
concerned : 

It  having  been  determined,  as  announced  in  general  orders  contain- 
ing the  plan  of  organization  of  the  volunteer  forces  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  that  the  President  shall  appoint,  by  and 
Mrith  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate^  one  surgeon  for  eadi 
brigade,  the  Secretary  has  instructed  Surgeon-Gkncral  Finley  immedi- 
ately to  convene,  in  this  city,  after  due  notice,  an  Army  Medical  Board, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  all  persons  referred  to  by  the  De- 
partment as  applicants  for  Brigadier- Surgeon,  and  report  the  result  of 
such  examination.  Appointments  will  be  made  only  from  among 
those  who  shall  be  so  examined  and  reported  by  the  Board  as  qnalified. 

Another  order  has  been  issued  by  the  Secretary,  that  the  8urge<m- 
Qeneral  institute  a  similar  Board,  in  consequence  of  various  oomplabts 
having  reached  the  Department  of  the  incompetency  of  Regimental 
Surgeons,  who  have  been  appointed  either  by  the  commanding  officers 
or  the  Governors  of  States. 

The  Board  is  to  examine  surgeons  of  whom  complaint  has  been 
made,  in  order  to  secure  their  dismissal  if  found  incompetent. 


>  •  »  »  » 


fti«(ial  ^ontvibtttiottjS. 


HaBmstidrosis  (Bloody  Sweat). 

BT   C.   A.   HARTMANN,    M.D.,   CLEVELAXD,   OHIO. 

Dr.  J.  Parrott,  having  observed  a  case  of  this  at  present  mnch 
doubted  disease,  furnishes  a  complete  history  of  the  same  (OtaseUi 
Hehdomadaire,  40-47,  1859. )     His  case  is  as  follows  : 

Madame  X.  was  bom  in  1832.  The  father  expired  from  a  nervous 
a£fection,  but  her  mother  enjoyed  good  health.  At  the  age  of  seven 
months  the  patient  received  some  wounds  on  several  fingers  of  the 
right  hand,  which  wounds  cicatrized  only  after  a  lapse  of  two  years. 
In  her  sixth  year  she  snfiered,  without  any  apparent  cause,  from  con- 
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Yulsions,  with  loss  of  conscioasness,  two  or  three  times  a  month  ;  after- 
wards the  scars  would  bleed,  without  any  cause  and  without  pain. 
One  morning  bloody  tears  appeared  after  a  fit  of  anger,  and  since  then 
bloody  perspirations  were  occasionally  observed  on  the  knees,  thighs, 
the  chest  and  the  lower  eye-lids.  With  the  appearance  of  the  menses, 
At  the  age  of  twelve,  these  manifestations  decreased  for  a  time  in  fre- 
quency, but  soon  returned  with  greater  vehemence.  The  face  became 
often  quite  suddenly  covered  with  blood.  These  bloody  sweats  always 
followed  physical  emotions,  and  were  accompanied  with  nervous  dis- 
turbances, a  loss  of  sensibility  and  mobility.  The  patient  was  mar- 
ried at  twenty-five.  The  convulsions  grew  more  frequent  at  first, 
disappeared  during  gestation,  but  returned  after  delivery,  with  a  haem- 
orrhage. During  the  year  1858  Mrs.  X.  felt  much  better,  until  she 
got  sick  in  consequence  of  sitting  up  at  night  with  her  child.  On  the 
first  of  April  she  was  attacked  by  a  swoon  and  convulsions,  the  face 
Appeared  covered  with  blood,  and  heavy  pains  through  the  abdomen, 
thighs  and  head  distressed  her.  Dr.  Parrot,  being  called,  found  very 
frequent  convulsions,  with  bloody  perspiration  on  different  parts  of  the 
body.  8panish-fly  plasters  to  the  most  painful  parts,  inhalation  of 
diloroform  and  large  doses  of  opium  gave  some  relief,  and  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  May  the  patient  was  allowed  to  go  to  the  country. 
She  letamed  in  five  days.  The  menses  made  their  appearance  several 
days  beyond  the  regular  time.  May  25th,  at  4  p.  m.,  the  patient  was 
Attacked  by  pains  in  the  sides,  breasts,  the  hypochondric  and  epigas- 
tric region ;  in  a  short  time  a  bloody  perspiration  on  all  these  parts 
followed,  with  epileptic  fits  ;  on  the  front  part  of  the  head  there  was  a 
ngalar  circle  of  blood-drops,  and  blood  also  exuded  from  below  the 
oQa  on  the  lower  eye-lids.  Neither  before  nor  after  the  exudation  did 
the  skin  present  any  abnormal  appearance.  Relief  was  afforded  by 
largo  doses  of  morphine  ;  the  monthly  discharge  established  itself  and 
ettded  the  trouble.  September  28th,  pain  and  bloody  sweat  over  the 
right  side  of  the  face,  with  epileptic  fits  ;  no  menstrual  discharge.  On 
the  eighteenth  of  November  headache,  convulsions,  blood  all  over  the 
bee.  The  next  day  ejection  by  the  mouth  of  about  two  spoonfuUs  of 
arterial  blood,  with  heavy  pains  and  bloody  perspiration  in  the  epigas- 
tric region.  January  25th,  again  disturbed  menstruation,  epileptic 
fits,  pains,  bloody  sweats  ;  the  next  day  almost  mania,  every  parox- 
ysm terminating  with  vomiting,  spasm  of  the  glottis,  and  somnolence ; 
the  pains  and  exudation  of  blood  continuing.  Towards  evening  reg- 
ular flow  of  the  menses,  cessation  of  all  other  symptoms.  Two  days 
Afterwards,  the  menses  becoming  disturbed,  ha^matemesis,  tetanic  con- 
▼nlsions  and  bloody  perspiration  set  in  again. 

Between  the  paroxysms  this  patient  appeared  perfectly  healthy  and 
her  intellect  unimpaired ;  she  presented  nothing  of  the  mental  depres- 
mcm  so  common  in  epileptics. 

In  connection  with  this  case.  Dr.  Parrot  cites  five  other  observations 
of  A  rimilar  character.  Fried.  Hoffmann  (  Opera  Omnia,  Genevae,  1748, 
iiL)  noticed  blood  sweating  following  tne  suppression  of  fluor  albus 

A  hysterical  patient;  Boerhave  (Comment.  inAphor.,  Parisis,  1765, 
IT.)  SAW  A  similar  secretion  in  a  g^rl  also  suffering  from  hysterical 
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complaints  ;  Gaizergues  observed  (Ann.  Climque  de  Man^»dier,  1814) 
sanguineons  sweats  in  a  woman  of  thirty  years,  and  Ghanford  in  a  gin 
of  twenty-one ;  finally.  Prof.  Magnus  Hnss  refers  (Arch.  Qin,,  1857) 
to  a  girl  twenty-three  years  old  as  being  a  bleeder ;  but  Parrot  cona- 
ders  this  case  as  belonging  to  haematidrosis. 

The  exuded  fluid  presents  all  the  physical  properties  of  healtliy 
blood,  containing  the  regular  shaped  and  colored  corpuscles,  with  a 
few  white  globules  and  fragments  of  epidermis.  The  skin  is  nerer 
broken  or  in  any  way  affected  ;  it  seems,  therefore,  as  if  the  discbaige 
was  efifected  through  the  sodoriferous  glands,  occurring  as  it  does  fre- 
quently in  such  parts  where  neither  sebaceous  glands  nor  hair  folliclec 
are  known  to  exist.  In  order  to  explain  the  exudation,  we  have  to 
adopt  the  occurrence  of  a  rupture  in  the  superficial  capillary  veseeU. 

Sanguineous  perspiration  is  always  accompanied  by  affections  of  the 
nervous  system.  The  seat  of  the  discharge,  variable  as  it  is,  wjH 
always  be  found  in  strict  connection  with  the  pain  and  spasm.  In 
Boerhave's  case  only  the  right  side  of  the  body  was  afifected,  in  Dr. 
Huss's  patient  the  left  side. 

Sometimes  there  are  no  premonitory  symptoms ;  at  others  a  great 
excitement  precedes  the  exudation.  The  paroxysms  are  either  ins- 
ular, depending  only  on  the  nervous  derangement,  or  they  manifest  a 
periodic  type.  Their  duration  varies  from  a  few  hours  to  aevefil 
days. 

Females  are  particularly  subjected  to  liaematidrosis,  but  the  disease 
appears  to  be  limited  to  the  years  of  youth.  Among  the  prediapodog 
causes  are  enumerated  the  irritable  temperament,  angry  dispositioi, 
mental  exertions,  sitting  up  during  the  night,  moral  impressioai. 
Beverinus,  Durrius,  Maldonatus  de  Thou  speak  of  bloody  sweat  ap- 
pearing suddenly  after  fright.  It  seems  therefore  probable  that  toe 
nervous  excitement  produces  the  rupture  in  the  blood-vessels^  and  for 
that  reason  the  afifection  we  are  speaking  of  might  be  called  neuropa- 
thic hsemorrhage,  the  exudation  not  being  limited  to  the  external  SIl^ 
face  of  the  body.  In  the  patients  referred  to  by  Gaizergues  and  Half 
ecchymoses  were  present  with  the  hasmatidrosis.  Lordat  mentions  • 
woman  who,  on  being  taken  to  the  watch-house,  had  a  hemorrhage 
from  the  mouth  and  nostrils,  while  her  body  was  covered  by  ecchy- 
moses. Bloody  tears  have  been  described  by  Boerhave  and  Hose. 
Van  der  Viel  was  acquainted  with  a  girl  who  shed  blood  instead  ci 
tears  whenever  she  grew  angry  or  had  her  monthly  irregular.  Zacutoi 
Lusitanus  saw  blood  to  the  amount  of  three  or  four  ounces  flow  from 
the  eyes  of  an  epileptic  during  his  fits  ;  the  same  occurrence  was  ob- 
served by  Brassavola  and  Dodonseus  in  combination  with  difficult 
menstruation.  Hasner  furnished  (  Wierier  Allgem,  Mediz.  Ztg.^  Nr.  51» 
1857)  the  latest  evidence  in  regard  to  this  point.  Haematemesii 
has  been  mentioned  by  Hubs.  Michel  Albert  treated  a  woman  who 
vomited  blood  whenever  she  got  excited  during  menstruation.  Sim- 
ilar cases  are  narrated  by  Royer-GoUard  and  Dalmas.  Boerhave  and 
Gaizergues  noticed  the  coughing  up  of  blood.  Latour  and  HoffmaDH 
observed  also  hemoptysis  from  disturbed  menstruation.  Epistaxis 
was  present  in  the  cases  of  Boerhave,  Stahl  and  Latour,  while  the  laat 
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ttAmed  pbTsician,  as  well  as  Van  der  Viel,  Van  Heir  and  Monneret, 
refer  to  bloody  exadations  from  the  nipples,  the  urinary  passages  and 
the  intestinal  canal.  In  all  sacb  haemorrhages  the  glands  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  macons  membrane  or  the  external  surface  {lacrymai, 
military,  eryptce  ihucoscb)  are  the  transmitting  agents  of  the  exudation. 
Its  connection  with  nervoas  symptoms  has  been  entirely  overlooked. 

This  view  of  haematidrosis  points  to  the  treatment :  all  debilitating 
applications  are  to  be  avoided,  and  principal  attention  must  be  paid  to 
tlie  disturbance  of  the  nervous  system.  ' 


•  mi 


PBIPABBD  BT  C.    A.    HABTMAKK,   M.D. 


MATERIA    MEDICA. 

1.  Aconite  (AconUum  Napellus)  ia,  according  to  Dr.  Fleming, 
sedative,  anoayne,  anti-spasmodic  and  powerfully  antiphlogistic, 
especially  in  apoplexy,  phrenitis,  or  in  any  disease  in  which  the  circu- 
lation of  the  brain  is  excited,  or  where  there  is  inordinate  activity  in 
the  circulation.  From  its  effects  on  the  respiratory  system  it  promises 
to  be  highly  useful  in  pneumonia,  plenritis,  spasmodic  asthma.  In 
aeute  rheumatism  it  is  a  valuable  remedy,  given  in  conjunction  with 
colchicum-wine,  five  minims  of  it  to  half  a  drachm  of  the  latter. 
Dr.  Ph.  Stewart,  of  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  pronounces  it  highly  useful  in 
tbe  inflammatory  stage  of  croup,  with  tartar  emetic  or  ipecacuanha, 
and  one  of  the  best  remedies  in  hemoptysis  with  excessive  force  in 
the  circulation.  In  over-doses  it  occasions  violent  nausea,  vomiting, 
hjpercatharsis,  vertigo,  cold  siveats,  mania,  convulsions  and  death. 
It  is  contra-indicated  in  headache  arising  from  anaemia,  and  wherever 
tlwre  is  a  torpor  or  paralytic  condition  of  the  muscular  system,  or  an 
obTious  mechanical  impediment  to  the  passage  of  the  blood,  or  diffi- 
cslt  breathing,  arising  from  any  other  cause  than  inflammation  and 
spaon.  In  the  advanced  stage  of  bronchitis,  with  excess  of  secretion, 
it  would  be  injurious  by  diminishing  the  power  of  expectoration. — 
Jimm.  Mai.  Med, 

2.  CcmparaHve  Value  of  Aconites. — An  account  of  a  case  reported 
to  the  "  Soci^t^  M^dicale  de  Chambery,''  where  a  patient  took, 
through  mistake,  twenty- five  pills,  containing  each  five  centigrammes 
of  alcoholic  extract  of  aconite,  without  experiencing  the  slightest  in* 
jwrions  efiect,  the  extract  having  been  prepared  from  AconUum  panicula- 
ten,  instead  of  A.  Napellus,  Dr.  Calloud  was  requested  to  investigate 
the  value  of  these  two  species  of  aconite.  Here  is  the  result  of  his 
investigation:  The  alcoholic  extract  of  A.  paniculatum  is  one-third 
•trosger  than  that  of  A.  Xapellus,  but  the  extract  of  the  latter  con- 
tains in  one  gramme  ten  milligrammes  of  aconitin,  while  the  other 
does  not  show  a  trace  of  it.  The  watery  extract  of  A.  NapeUus  is 
■Imoet  inert,  tannate  of  aconitine  forming  during  the  preparation, 
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which  combination  is  insolable  in  water.  The  alcoholic  tincture  of 
the  leaves  and  the  recent  root  contain  both  about  half  a  gramme  of 
aconitine  in  a  gramme,  but  the  tincture  of  the  roots  seems  to  be  en* 
dowed  with  a  superior  action.  From  these  statements,  it  is  dVidenft 
that  the  alcoholic  extract  and  the  alcoholic  tincture  of  the  leaves,  aa 
well  as  the  fresh  roots  of  Aeon,  Napellus,  are  the  only  reliable  and 
efficacious  preparations  of  aconite. — Compte  Rendre  des  Travanue  de  la 
Soc,  Mid.  de  Chamb.  ;   Oaz.  Bebdom, 

3.  Colchicum  Autumncde  has  been  used  more  or  less  freely,  dnriog 
twenty  years,  by  Dr.  J.  Bates,  in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  acute 
as  well  as  chronic,  gout,  neuralgia,  chorea,  morbid  conditions  of  the 
kidneys,  torpid  liver,  constipation  of  the  bowels,  dropsy,  and  some 
cutaneous  affections,  and  generally  with  the  happiest  result.  He  main- 
tains that  it  is  a  valuable  desobstruent  and  for  certain  conditions  of  the 
system  the  most  active  diuretic.  But  the  dose  of  the  remedy  should 
be  carefully  regulated ;  in  rheumatic  patients  of  plethoric  habits  ten 
drops  of  the  tincture  may  be  repeated  eveiy  four  hours,  until  there  are 
frothy  dejections  from  the  bowels.  To  constipation,  about  eight  drops 
every  four  hours  are  sufficient. — Joum,  Mat,  Med, 

4.  Erodium  Cicutarium,  a  new  diuretic.  Dr.  Byerley,  of  Cheshire, 
England,  attributes  powerful  diuretic  properties  to  this  plant.  He  in- 
fuses one  ounce  of  the  whole  plant,  dried,  with  three  pints  of  water, 
and  evaporated  to  two  pints.  Dose  for  an  adult,  four  or  five  fluid 
ounces  three  times  a  day ;  probably  more  may  be  needed  in  some 
cases. — Med,  Times  and  Oaz, 

5.  Indigenous  Species  of  Eupaiorium, — At  least  sixteen  species  of 
this  genus  are  growing  in  the  northern  and  middle  States,  and  several, 
if  not  all,  of  them  possess  considerable  medicinal  properties. 

Eupaiorium  Perfoliaium  —  thoroughwort,  boneset,  feverwort,  etc., 
—  has  a  diversity  of  properties  and  will  fulfil  a  variety  of  indica- 
tions, according  to  the  dose  and  mode  of  exhibition.  It  is  diuretic, 
diaphoretic,  purgative,  emetic,  expectorant,  alterative  and  tonic,  and 
either  of  these  effects  may  be  produced  with  great  certainty,  provided 
the  remedy  be  given  in  a  suitable  manner.  In  the  early  history  of 
our  country  it  was  very  generally  used  as  a  domestic  remedy  for  colds 
and  catarrhal  affections,  for  which  it  is  still  a  favorite  remedy.  The 
name  boneset  is  owing  to  its  great  success  in  an  epidemic  form  of  in- 
fluenza, called  the  break-bone  fever,  and  it  certainly  does  possess  great 
efficacy  over  all  the  forms  of  influenza,  relieving  the  pains  and  the 
general  lassitude  with  gi*eat  promptness,  and  replacing  the  chilly  or 
febrile  sensations  with  a  uniform  and  healthy  glow.  It  also  acts  as  « 
very  efficient  expectorant.  Much  might  be  said  of  its  influence  over 
the  nervous  system,  and  its  powers  in  typhoid  pneumonia,  and  the  pul- 
monary complications  of  epidemic  influenza,  particularly  among  the 
aged.  The  plant  was  in  general  use  among  the  Indians  as  a  remedy 
for  intermittent  fever,  and  trials  made  with  it  in  1812,  in  the  New 
York  Almshouse,  resulted  in  a  uniform  success  against  that  disease. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  also  extensively  employed  in  the  public  insti- 
tutions of  New  York  against  remittent  and  yellow  f^ver,  typhous 
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pneamonia,  catarrhal  fevers,  several  cutaneous  affections,  dropsies,  and 
tor  the  removal  of  mere  debility.  Dr.  Anderson  remarks  that,  prop- 
erly regulated  in  its  administration,  it  fulfilled  successfully  all  these 
indications,  and  exerted  a  decided  curative  effect.  Drs.  Bard  and 
Hosack  thought  very  favorably  of  the  boneset  as  a  diaphoretic,  and 
preacribed  it  frequently  in  the  above  affections,  but  generally  as  aux- 
iliary to  more  powerful  i-emedies.  The  cold  infusion  answers  all  the 
purposes  of  the  bitter  tonics.  As  the  plant  but  slightly  augments  the 
action  of  the  heart  and  artenes,  it  may  be  employed  with  advanUge 
in  almost  every  variety  of  inflammatory  action.  It  is  often  relied  on 
in  the  atonic  forms  of  dyspepsia  and  general  debility,  but  is  more  apt 
to  produce  irritation  of  the  stomach  than  quassia,  gentian  or  Colombo. 
In  the  indigestion  consequent  on  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks,  as  well 
aa  that  of  old  people,  it  has  proved  highly  beneficial,  giving  tone  to 
the  digestive  organs,  invigorating  the  assimilating  functions,  and 
restoring  the  skin  to  a  healthy  condition.  Its  alterative  properties, 
which  have  recommended  it  in  certain  cutaneous  affections,  are  solely 
dependent  on  its  tonic  power,  and  by  no  means  strongly  marked.  At 
present  it  is  rarely  used  in  dropsy,  but  as  it  tends  to  invigorate  the 
liinctions  generally,  it  would  be  strange  if  it  had  no  curative  power 
in  sach  affections.  It  is  chiefly  entitled  to  consideration  on  account 
of  its  tonic  and  alterative  qualities.  Dr.  Thacher  says,  that  the  alco- 
holic tincture  may  be  safely  recommended  in  anasarcous  swellings  of 
the  extremities,  depending  on  general  debility.  Dr.  Burgon  prefers 
the  cold  infusion  to  all  other  remedies  in  cases  of  anorexia  consequent 
to  drunkenness.  Dr.  Eberk  praises  it  as  an  excellent  substitute  for 
chamomile  tea,  to  promote  the  operation  of  an  emetic,  and  we  (Dr.  C. 
A.  Lee)  have  seen  excellent  effects  from  the  cold  infusion,  as  a  pro- 
phylactic against  fever  and  ague,  also  as  a  stomactic  tonic  in  the  n>nn 
of  tincture.  Dr.  Zollikoffer  mentions  it  as  a  most  valuable  and  effi« 
dent  remedy  in  tinea  capitis  ;  and  Rafinesque  states  that  it  appears  to 
be  superior  to  chamomile  as  a  sudorific  tonic,  and  preferable  to  cin- 
diona  in  the  treatment  of  autumnal  fevers. 

Preparations  :  The  fluid  extract  is  the  best  preparation  for  general 
use  as  a  tonic  and  tonic  alterative,  in  doses  of  from  one  to  two  drachms. 
It  combines  all  the  remedial  virtues  of  the  plant,  and  is  easily  admin- 
istered to  children.  It  should  be  given  in  a  diluted  state,  and  may  be 
flavored  with  any  of  the  aromatic  essences.  The  solid  extract  is  a 
good  form  for  combination  with  other  substances,  such  as  blue  mass, 
calomel,  ipecac,  henbane,  etc.  Dose  :  five  to  twenty  grains.  The 
enpatorin,  the  bitter  alkaloid  extract,  is  an  admirable  form  in  inter- 
mittents,  and  also  in  atonic  dyspepsia  and  general  debility,  and  may 
be  given  in  pills  or  powder,  and  in  such  combinations  as  are  desirable. 
The  enopurpurin,  a  union  of  the  preceding  with  the  resinous  principle, 
is  more  stimulating  than  the  former,  and  best  adapted  for  alterative 
purposes.  Dose :  from  three  to  four  grains.  The  infusion  is  made 
with  an  ounce  of  boneset  to  a  pint  of  boiling  water.  It  forms,  in 
many  cAes,  a  very  eligible  preparation,  one  or  two  fluid  ounces  being 
taken  at  soitable  intervals.  In  chronic  cases,  where  a  tonico-alterative 
is  desired,  it  should  be  given  cold  every  six  hours,  as  an  anti- 
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periodic,  at  least  every  two  hours.  As  a  diaphoretic,  the  warm  infii- 
sion  is  to  be  drank  pretty  freely,  in  some  cases  to  the  point  of  emesis, 
and  afterwards  often  enough  to  keep  np  a  free  perspiration.  Six  of 
eight  ounces  of  a  strong  infusion  are  required  to  produce  free  vomitp 
ing ;  half  this  quantity  generally  proves  cathartic,  like  decoction  is 
prepared  by  boiling  one  ounce  of  the  plant  in  a  pint  and  a  half  of 
water  down  to  a  pint,  of  which  a  wineglassful  nsnally  operates  as  sa 
emetic  and  cathartic.  A  compound  infusion,  very  useful  in  hectic  and 
other  cases,  may  be  prepared  by  taking  of  boneset  and  sage,  ea<^  half 
an  ounce  ;  cascarilla,  one  drachm  ;  boiling  water,  one  pint  and  » Iialf. 
Infuse  till  cold,  and  strain.  A  wineglassful  every  three  or  four  hours. 
Or  six  ounces  of  the  fluid  extract  may  be  mixed  with  one  drachm  of 
fluid  extract  of  cascarilla,  and  two  or  three  ounces  of  this  be  adminis- 
tered at  a  time.  A  syrup  is  best  made  by  adding  four  ounces  of  the 
fluid  extract  to  ten  ounces  of  simple  syrup,  of  which  a  suitable  dose 
would  be  from  two  to  four  drachms.  This  is  well  suited  to  pulmonic 
affections  in  old  people,  and  also  to  typhoid  pneumonia.  The  powder 
is  the  most  objectionable  form  of  all.  It  is  usually  given  in  doses  of 
twenty  or  thirty  grains.  The  following  compound  has  recently  bees 
recommended  in  renal  affections,  and  it  is  said  with  very  satisfactoiy 
results  :  euopurpurin,  two  scruples  ;  xanthoxylin,  one  scruple ;  strych- 
nia, one  gprain.  Divide  into  twenty  powders.  Dose :  one  powder 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  in  suppression  of  the  urine,  torpor  of  paral- 
ysis of  the  kidneys  or  bladder,  rheumatism,  hepatic  torpor,  etc. 

Bupatorium  purpureum. — Gravel  plant.  The  root  is  the  part  em- 
ployed. It  operates  on  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs  generally,  and 
has  considerable  reputation  in  gravelly  afiections.  It  is  said  to  he 
more  effectual  in  the  removal  of  uric  acid  deposits  than  of  other  cal- 
culous formations,  and  has  been  successfully  employed  not  only  is 
chronic  cystitis  and  urethritis,  but  also  in  atonic  conditions  of  the 
genito-urinary  organs  generally.  It  is  believed  to  promote  renal  de- 
ration, while  it  exerts  a  decided  curative  action  in  haematuria  and 
strangury.  In  dropsy,  also,  it  has  considerable  reputation,  especially 
among  the  eclectics,  who  suppose  that  in  addition  to  its  diuretic  prop- 
erties it  stimulates  the  absorbent  vessels.  As  an  expectorant  in  asthma, 
catarrh,  whooping-cough,  influenza,  bronchitis,  and  other  pulmonaiy 
affections,  this  plant  has  long  been  celebrated.  The  preparations  are 
the  same  as  those  of  the  last  species. 

Eupaiorium  ieucrifolium. — Wild  horehound.  The  sensible  proper- 
ties are  very  similar  to  those  of  the  E.  perfol  latum,  though  this  plant 
is  considerably  less  bitter  and  disagreeable.  It  is  aperient,  diuretic, 
tonic  and  diaphoretic,  and  in  very  general  use  at  the  8outh  in  the 
treatment  of  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers,  being  a  good  substitute 
for  quinine  in  malarious  diseases.  Dr.  Jones,  of  Greorgia,  recoffi- 
mends  four  ounces  of  the  infusion,  made  with  an  ounce  of  the  dried 
leaves  to  a  pint  of  water,  every  four  or  six  hours,  between  the  parox- 
ysms. 

Eupaiorium  ageratoides,  or  white  snake  root,  and  eupaiorium  mn^ 
maticum,  possess  medicinal  properties  entitling  them  to  greater  atten- 
tion than  they  have  yet  received  from  the  profession. — Jour,  Mat,  Jiid. 
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REMEDIES  FOR  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

6.  In  an  essay  "  on  the  use  of  potash  in  some  cntaneons  diseases/' 
read  before  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Observation,  Oct.  3,  1859, 
(Bast.  Med,  and  Surg.  Joum.,  Oct.  20,  1859,)  Dr.  James  C.  White 
baa  called  attention  to  the  use  of  caustic  potassa,  as  practiced  in 
Ckrmany,  and  more  especially  by  Prof.  Hebra,  of  Vienna,  particular- 
ly in  the  form  of  schmierseife  :  sapo  domesticns,  or  domestic  soap, 
(not  exactly  sapo  viridis,  as  stated  by  Dr.  White,)  for  this  and  the 
blade  yariety  are  included  in  the  terms  "  schmierseife,  weicheseife, 
katiseife/'  meaning  soft  or  potash  soap  ;  but  the  black  soap  is  pre- 
pared by  boiling  fish  or  other  animal  oils  with  an  excess  of  lye  com- 
posed of  caustic  potash  and  the  crude  carbonate,  while  green  soap  is 
made  from  rape,  hemp,  flax-seed  or  other  vegetable  oils.  The  difier- 
ance  i«  not  very  great,  in  fact ;  it  appears,  however,  that  the  black 
Tariety  is  principally  employed  for  the  purpose  referred  to.  Rubbed 
moB  the  httilthy  skin,  this  soap  produces  a  slight  reddening  only,  bnt 
if  the  friction  be  continued  a  long  time,  excoriations  and  various  erup- 
thw  appearances  arc  apt  to  follow. 

Hie  afibctions  of  the  skin  in  which  this  and  similar  preparations 
prove  moet  useful,  are : 

1.  MoUuscum  cantagiasum,  Sehorrhcsa,  Strophulus  aibidus  cf 
IFtltai.— The  openings  of  the  sebaceous  glands  are  stopped  and  dis- 
lended  by  a  plug  of  sebum,  which,  acting  as  a  foreign  body,  produces 
inflammation  of  the  gland  and  surrounding  skin,  with  degeneration  of 
the  folHcles.  These  comedones  are  most  often  met  with  on  the  nose, 
principally  in  persons  of  gross  habit,  and  not  unfrequently  many  such 
maeaaed  follicles  unite  to  form  a  single  tumor,  from  which  exudes  a 
milky  fluid.  This  is  best  treated  by  snipping  off  the  head,  pressing 
out  the  contents  of  each  sac,  and  applying  a  solution  of  potash  one 
partt  water  two  parts.  When  a  great  number  of  comedones  exists,  a 
tieam-bath  should  be  first  taken,  and  subsequently  the  surface  be 
smeared  with  the  soap  or  washed  with  a  solution  of  potash  in  glyce- 
rine. In  this  way  the  sebaceous  matter  is  removed,  and  the  skin  may, 
by  the  after  use  of  a  wash  of  ether,  alcohol  and  sulphur,  be  restored 
to  ita  natural  state. 

2.  Acne  disseminata  is  an  inflammation  of  the  hair-follicles,  gener- 
ally caused  by  comedones,  and  producing  suppuration,  with  scars. 
The  comedones  being  removed  by  a  wash  of  one  part  of  potash  to 
eight  parts  of  water,  or  by  use  of  the  soap,  the  sulphur  lotion  above 
mentioned  may  be  used  over  night  and  washed  off  the  following 
morning  with  the  potash  solution.  When  the  eruption  is  extensive, 
we  may  rub  in  this  soap,  and  leave  it  as  a  fomentation  two  or  three 
days.  Aiter  the  epidermis  has  been  removed  by  this  means,  the 
solphnr-preparation  should  be  applied. 

8.  Against  prurigo  external  applications  are  our  only  offensive 
weapons,  and  among  these  '*  schmierseife"  is  perhaps  the  most  reli- 
able. It  should  be  rubbed  into  the  affected  portions  of  the  skin  the 
first  three  days  of  the  week  twice  daily,  and  be  allowed  to  remain  the 
following  four  days.    This  method,  with  daily  morning  dressings  of 
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cold  water,  and  cold  baths  on  alternate  weeks,  must  be  continaed  for 
months. 

4.  In  psoriasis  the  same  treatment  may  be  foUowed,  or  the  soap  used 
in  combination  with  some  preparation  of  tar.  The  internal  adminis* 
tration  of  arsenic  or  cantharides  is  considered  by  Hebra  of  questionable 
advantage. 

5.  In  the  varied  forms  of  eczema  the  curative  effect  of  caustic 
potash  is  most  marked.  They  have  three  different  solutions  in  the 
Vienna  Klinik  :  No.  1 — Potassa  pura,  one  drachm  ;  water,  one  pint: 
as  bath  or  fomentation.  No.  2— Potassa  pura,  one  drachm ;  water, 
half  an  ounce  :  for  circumscribed  patches.  No.  3 — Potassa  pura,  one 
drachm;  water,  two  drachms:  a  caustic  application.  In -addition, 
schmierseife  and  spiritus  saponatus.  Selection  fi*om  these  is  made 
according  to  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  case. 

The  first  step  in  the  treatment  is  the  removal  of  the  crusts  by  warm 
oil  and  spiritus  saponatus.  Then  the  form  of  eczema  is  ascertained  and 
generally  found  to  be  the  rubrum  or  squamosum.  If  the  cutis  is  much 
thickened  by  exudation,  which  we  find  by  lifting  a  fold,  the  severer 
remedies  must  be  chosen.  The  vascularity  and  enlargement  of  the 
capillaries  in  eczema  rubrum  are  overcome  by  cold  water,  either  in  the 
form  of  fomentation  or  douche.  Then  solution  No.  2  should  be  ap- 
plied once  or  twice,  by  means  of  a  hair  pencil,  or  the  soap  twice  a  day, 
cold  water  being  used  at  the  same  time  to  heal  the  excoriation  per- 
chance caused  by  this  application.  Eczema  on  the  face  must  oflben  be 
treated  by  the  solution  No.  8,  and  the  subsequent  reaction  is  to  be 
quenched  by  cold  water.  If  the  disease  affects  the  whole  surface  of 
the  limbs  or  body,  it  may  be  treated  by  saturating  flannels  with 
schmierseife,  and  applying  them,  covered  with  gutta  percha  cloth. 
These  should  be  removed  twice  daily  for  the  first  few  days,  afler  which 
they  may  be  suffered  to  remain  for  three  or  four  days.  This  plan  is  to 
be  continued  till  a  cure  results,  unless  excoriations  show  themselves, 
in  which  case  the  cold  water  applications  must  be  resumed.  Against 
the  dry  scaly  form  (eczema  squamosum),  preparations  of  tar  are  of 
great  benefit,  especially  the  oil  of  cade  and  the  oleum  faginum  or 
Russian  tanning  oil,  diluted  with  alcohol,  and  laid  on  very  thin.  Tar 
applied  to  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  often  causes  vomiting  of 
black  matter,  black  urine  and  black  diarrhcea.  Relapses  may  follow 
this  treatment  as  they  do  any  other,  but  it  prevents  the  recurrence  of 
the  disease  more  effectually,  and  works  more  rapidly  than  any  other 
treatment.  Chronic  eczema  of  the  scalp,  for  instance,  may  in  this 
manner  be  cured  in  a  short  time,  without  internal  medicine. 

6.  Itch  is  treated  extensively  with  schmierseife  all  over  Germany. 
Upon  the  ready  action  of  this  remedy  are  based  the  many  quick  cures 
brought  forward  for  this  disease.  These  methods,  however,  are  not 
advisable,  for  often  relapses  follow,  or  eczema  and  excoriations,  which 
are  far  more  difficult  to  heal  than  the  original  disease.  Hebra  orders 
first  a  warm  bath,  and  then  the  affected  parts  to  be  rubbed  thoroughly 
with  a  coarse  flannel  cloth  saturated  with  schmierseife.  After  wash- 
ing off,  the  same  parts  are  smeared  over  either  with  the  "  Vienn* 
salve,"  (consisting  of  green  soap  and  hog's  lard,  three  parts  of  each  ; 


1861.]  EdiUmdL  AhHracta  and  SOectkma.  453 

flor.  snlph.,  pix.  liqa.,  a  part  and  a  half  of  each  ;  creta  alba,  one  part,) 
or  with  Hebra's  own  ointments,  flowers  of  sulphur,  oil  of  beech  or  of 
cade,  six  oances  of  each ;  schmierseife  and  lard,  sixteen  ounces  of 
each,  with  the  addition  of  chalk  when  necessary.  This  process  is  re- 
peated every  evening  till  itching  ceases,  but  not  more  than  three  baths 
are  generally  allowed.  Four  days  are  usually  sufficient  to  cure  even 
very  bad  cases,  although  the  eczema,  papules  and  pustules  caused  by 
the  insect,  often  require  some  other  treatment.  In  cases  where  fat  can 
nd  be  used,  the  same  amount  of  alcohol  may  be  substituted.  The 
beech  and  juniper  oils  are  added  to  prevent  excoriation  or  eczema  by 
the  excess  of  alkali  and  friction. 

7.  It  is  positively  certain  that  pityriasis  versicolor  is  caused  by  the 
fongns  called  microsporon  furfur.  The  intolerable  itching  of  this 
affection  will  cease  with  the  death  of  the  plant,  and  this  is  easily  effect- 
ed in  a  short  time  by  daily  inunction  with  schmierseife.  Its  effect 
open  the  patches  is  wonderful. 

Prof.  KJetzinski  found  (Ann,  Med,  de  la  Flandre  Occid.;  Druggist , 
I.  9)  that  the  skin  put  in  contact  with  hydrochloric  acid,  either  concen- 
trated or  mixed  with  glycerine,  exhales  27.80  per  cent,  more  of  car- 
bonic acid  and  7.12  per  cent,  more  of  water  than  other  parts  deprived 
of  this  contact.  Induced  by  this  fact  to  try  hydrochloric  acid  in  dis- 
emses  of  the  skin,  he  obtained  the  following  results  : 

Hydrochloric  acid  can  re-establish  the  functions  of  the  skin,  mo- 
mentarily disturbed,  by  stimulating  the  local  circulation,  etc.  It  cures 
perfectly  the  cyanosis  of  the  hands  caused  by  cold  and  frost  bites ;  ap- 
plied prophylactically,  it  prevents  these  affections.  It  diminishes  the 
sweat  of  the  hands  and  feet,  suppressing  it  definitely,  if  its  use  is  sut- 
bciently  prolonged.  It  modifies  advantageously  a  crowd  of  derma- 
toses of  the  most  varied  nature,  but  especially  follicular  acne.  By  its 
fttimnlating  properties  it  dissipates  the  stains  and  exudations  seated 
in  the  skin.  Properly  applied,  it  does  not  violate  the  integrity  of  the 
epidermis,  although  it  destroys  callosities.  It  presents  all  the  proper- 
ties of  the  best  cosmetics,  strengthening  the  skin  and  enabling  it  to  re- 
sist better  the  influences  that  can  i-cach  it.  For  use,  the  hydrochloric 
acid  ought  to  be  pure,  free  from  iron  and  chlorine.  It  is  to  be  applied 
in  ms  concentrated  a  state  as  the  cutaneous  sensibility  permits.  Some- 
times even  the  fuming  acid  may  be  used.  After  from  a  quarter  of  a 
minute  to  a  minute  the  part  is  washed  with  pure  water  and  then  with 
soap.  The  most  concentrated  acid  is  borne  longest  by  the  hands,  a 
shorter  time  by  the  feet,  less  by  the  toes,  and  still  less  by  the  skin  of 
the  face. 

Prof.  E.  8.  Cooper,  of  the  University  of  the  Pacific,  declares  (San 
FraneiMco  Med.  Press,  I.  1.)  iron  more  reliable  than'any  other  class 
of  remedies  against  certain  affections  of  the  skin.  He  gives  the  ferro- 
cyannret,  from  two  to  four  grains  gradually  increasing,  three  times  a 
day  to  children  over  one  year  old,  suffering  from  tinea  capitis,  continu- 
ing, if  necessary,  for  months.  In  a  few  cases,  intermittent  fever  arose 
from  the  nse  of  the  article,  but  subsided  on  ceasing  the  administration. 
Some  of  the  most  inveterate  cases  were  cured  principally  by  the  perse- 
vering nse  of  this  compound.     As  a  local  application,  mix  one  ounce 
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pmrigo  appeared  all  over  the  body,  which,  becoming  limited,  in  the 
ooane  of  a  few  weeks,  to  one  leg,  changed  afterwards  into  a  papnlons 
eruption,  gradually  presenting  the  character  of  herpes  miliaris.  This 
again  changed  to  herpes  squamosus  humidus,  at  the  same  time  spread- 
ing upward  and  downward,  so  as  to  cover  almost  the  whole  foot  and 
one^half  of  the  leg.  Erysipelas,  with  swelling,  g^at  sensibility, 
deep-seated  boring  pain  and  fever  were  soon  added,  but  disappeared 
again,  leaving  the  skin  wrinkled,  covered  with  ash-colored  scabs, 
which  came  off  and  were  formed  again.  Of  conrse,  everything  prom- 
ising relief  was  employed,  bat  in  vain.  Some  slight  change,  sometimes 
fiivoTable,  sometimes  not,  was  all  that  could  be  achieved.  The  erup- 
tion even  spread  to  the  thigh,  and  although  the  patient  managed  to 
walk  again  without  pain,  after  a  long  course  of  medical  treatment, 
(embracing  a  rigorous  diet,  whey-cure,  mineral  waters,  cathartics, 
anjlon,  sulphur,  sarsaparilla.  Fowler's  solution,  sulphuret  of  potash, 
SdieibleVs  soap,  issues,  iodide  of  potassa,)  there  remained  a  great 
sensibility  in  the  copper-colored  skin  of  the  affected  part,  occasionally 
aggravated  by  boring  pains.  Finally  the  vapor  of  wine  poured  on 
hot  iron^filings  was  resorted  to,  a  remedy  recommended  in  the  six- 
teenth oentury  by  Franz  Goelis  against  herpes,  impetigo  and  serpigo. 
Taking  one  of  these  steam-baths  a  day,  the  patient  had  the  satisfaction 
to  feel  himself  almost  completely  relieved  after  a  course  of  twelve 
baths.  An  adhesive  exudation  from  the  affected  parts  followed  the 
finit  three  M>plication8 ;  after  the  fourth  a  kind  of  zoster  appeared,  but 
then  the  skm  steadily  lost  its  discoloration,  the  scabs  and  ulcerating 
snrfiioes  began  to  heal,  the  pain  disappeared  almost  entirely.  Only  a 
sfight  lancinating  pain  in  the  ankle  joint  and  a  little  redness  remained, 
and  even  these,  the  doctor  himself  thinks,  might  have  been  removed,  ijf 
he  had  used  two  baths  daily,  as  originally  recommended. 


••• 
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1hM»f  in  Cineinnati,  Jane  22d,  William  Judkinii,  M.D.  Dr.  Jadkini  was 
in  Guilford  Co.,  North  Carolina,  September  let,  1788,  and  was  conse- 
^atnlly  in  the  78d  year  of  his  age  at  his  decease.  He  remored  to  this  State 
ia  1806,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio,  in 
1811.  Daring  his  residence  in  Jefferson  Co^  he  eiyoyed  a  large  practice,  and 
was  both  a  tucoessful  physician  and  surgeon.  Owing  to  the  laborious  charac- 
ter of  his  practice  and  failing  health,  he  remored  to  Cincinnati  in  the  year 
1882,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside  and  practice,  with  the  exception  ff  a 
km  Boaths  residence  in  the  country  near  WayncsYille,  Ohio.  lie  was  one  of 
the  okleei  physicians  in  the  profession,  and  had  resided  longer  in  the  city, 
with  a  tingle  exception,  than  any  other  person  now  liring.  Dr.  Judkins  was, 
■a  he  well  deserred  to  be  called,  a  good  man.  He  was  by  birth  a  member  of 
the  Soeieiy  ot  Friends,  and  ftrom  early  manhood  was  a  member  of  the  Society, 
and  eoafbrmad  to  its  rales  in  dress  and  language.  His  manners  were  eapti- 
valiai^  being  gentle  and  eonrteons,  though  firm  when  any  principle  was  in- 
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ToWed.  As  a  physician  and  surgeon,  he  enjoyed  a  large  and  respectable  repo- 
tation  in  this  city.  He  had  clear  and  oomprehensiye  riews  of -disease,  and 
his  treatment  was  prompt,  decided  and  simple.  Although  his  early  edncatioa 
was  deficient,  he  had  greatly  corrected  such  defects  by  study  and  careful 
reading.  During  all  his  life,  and  eyen  till  within  a  few  months  of  his  death, 
he  kept  himself  well  informed  of  everything  in  his  profession  contained  in 
scTcral  medical  journals.  A  prominent  and  striking  feature  of  his  mind  was 
its  ability  to  advance  with  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  the  day.  Most 
men  of  his  age  are  strongly  wedded  to  the  pathology  in  vogue  at  the  begin- 
ning of  their  professional  career,  especially  for  the  antiphlogistic  doctrines  of 
Busk.  Such  was  not  the  case  with  Dr.  Judkins.  He  was  one  of  the  yotageti' 
old  men  we  ever  knew.  In  one  word,  he  was  a  progressive.  While  he  was  a 
good  physician,  he  was  no  mean  or  inferior  surgeon.  During  his  life  he 
operated  nine  times  successfully  for  stone ;  and  performed  many  other  impor- 
tant  operations.  In  1823,  he  trephined  a  patient  for  a  dropsical  effasioo 
within  the  cranium.  The  patient  entirely  recovered  after  many  months  of 
illness,  with  partial  loss  of  reason.  He  sent  an  account  of  the  case  to  the 
Transylvania  Medical  Journal,  at  that  time  under  the  control  of  the  Faculty 
of  the  Medical  School  in  Lexington,  for  which  he  received  the  Honorary 
degpree.  Dr.  Judkins  was  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati, 
and  was  a  firm  supporter  of  the  regular  medical  profession.  He  was,  in  one 
word,  a  good  physician,  a  kind  father,  a  Christian  and  a  gentleman.  Several 
of  his  papers  on  various  medical  subjects  are  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of 
Western  medical  journals. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  Cincinnati,  held  Monday  eveninf^ 
June  24,  to  take  action  in  regard  to  the  death  of  Wm.  Judkins,  M.D.,  S.  0. 
Almy  was  called  to  the  chair.    Wm.  H.  Taylor  was  appointed  Secretary. 

Remarks  expressive  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  deceased  was  held,  were 
made  by  Drs.  Woodward,  L.  M.  Lawson,  Carroll,  Murphy,  Almy  and  Comegys. 

A  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Woodward,  Carroll,  B.  S.  Lawson,  Gans  and 
Fore,  appointed  to  report  resolutions,  presented  the  following,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted. 

*<  As  our  old  and  much  respected  friend  and  professional  associate,  Dr.  Wm. 
Judkins,  has  in  the  Providence  of  God  been  called  away  from  us  by  death,  it 
is  with  a  chastened  sadness,  not  unmixed  with  pleasing  recollections  of  his 
many  virtues,  that  we  assemble  to  pay  our  last  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased. 

"  Resolved,  That  during  many  years  of  intimate  association,  we  hare  ever 
found  the  social  and  professional  relations  of  our  friend  to  be  agreeable  and 
happy,  never  hearing  from  him  censorious  or  envious  expressions,  either 
against  the  failings  or  the  successes  of  his  competitors  for  professional  ad- 
vancement. 

*<  Resolved,  That  in  reviewing  the  life  and  character  of  the  deceased,  we 
find  in  his  constant  devotion  to  his  profession,  in  his  high-toned  morality  and 
his  unpretending  Christian  simplicity,  a  bright  example  for  the  imitation  of 
those  who  survive  him. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  most  sincerely  tender  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  our 
warmest  sympathy  and  condolence  in  their  great  and  irreparable  loss. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  will  attend  the  funeral  to-morrow  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

^^  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  furnished  the 
family  of  the  deceased,  and  the  press  of  the  city  for  publication." 
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▲ATICLK  I. 

Luxations  of  the  Hip-Joint. 

[A  Paper  road  before  the  Ilendrickf  Coonty  (iDd.)  Medical  Society.] 

BT   W.  E.  THOMPSON,    M.D. 

•*  Repetition  strengthens  memory," — and  if  in  this  essay  I  advance 
no  new  idea,  and  do  no  more  than  to  bring  the  subject  before  this 
society,  thereby  refreshing  our  memories  upon  the  subject,  my  labors 
will  not  be  wholly  lost.  It  is  not  my  purpose  at  the  present  time  to 
speak  of  the  nosological  diagnoses  of  the  different  kinds  of  dislocations 
to  whidi  the  hip-joint  is  susceptible,  but  briefly  to  discuss  the  philoso- 
phy of  these  dislocations,  the  forces  which  oppose  our  efforts  at  reduc- 
tion»  and  the  different  modes  of  reduction  practiced  by  surgeons. 
Hiere  is,  probably,  more  discussion  among  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession about  the  best  modes  of  reduction  of  this  joint  than  all  others 
beside.  Being  an  enarthrotic  joint,  and  consequently  more  suscepti- 
ble of  dislocation  in  any  and  every  direction  on  the  plane  parallel  with 
that  of  the  joint,  renders  it  more  frequently  subject  to  dislocation. 

Of  the  four  principal  varieties  of  luxations  of  this  joint  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  fomid  in  his  practice  that,  for  every  twenty  cases,  twelve  of 
tliem  were  of  the  **  upward  and  backward  "  variety,  the  head  of  the 
fiennir  resting  upon  the  dorsum  ilii ;  Jive  *'  backwards,''  in  the  sciatic 
Bddi ;  iwo  *'  downwards,"  in  the  foramen  ovale  ;  and  one  **  forwards," 
on  die  pnbes.  As  different  causes  generally  produce  different  results 
in  suigex>  as  well  as  in  physics,  so  the  relative  frequency  in  which 
ihe  diffmnt  varieties  occur  depends  partly  upon  the  greater  frequency 
in  wliidi  tbe  forces  required  to  produce  the  first  variety,  that  on  the 
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dorsum  ilii,  is  more  likely  to  occur  ;  and  partly  upon  the  peculiar 
mechanical  arrangement  of  the  bony  stmctures  entering  into  the  form- 
ation of  the  joint.  For  instance,  a  person  falling  from  a  height  quite 
frequently  receives  a  force,  greater  or  less,  either  upon  the  foot  or 
knee, — and  this  will  produce  the  first  variety,  if  the  force  applied  and 
the  adduction  of  the  limb  be  gi*eat  enough.  And  so  the  relative  fre- 
quency of  the  directionTof  force  and  distortion  required  to  produce  the 
different  varieties  must  be  just  equal  to  the  relative  frequency  of  these 
varieties. 

God  Almighty  made  man  and  placed  him  in  an  upright  position 
upon  his  feet,  with  his  legs  parallel  and  on  a  direct  line  with  his  body. 
Now,  so  long  as  he  maintains  this  position,  or  his  limbs  retain  theit 
relative  position  with  respect  to  themselves  and  with  the  body,  no 
dislocation  of  this  joint  can  take  place  by  any  force  whatever  applied 
to  the  foot  or  knee.  It  is  only  when  the  limbs  are  greatly  distended 
that  a  dislocation  can  be  effected  ;  because  when  the  limbs  are  parallel 
and  on  a  line  with  the  body,  force  applied  to  the  foot  or  knee  strikes 
through  the  medium  of  the  femur  and  its  head,  perpendicularly  against 
the  plane  of  the  cotyloid  cavity,  and  consequently  no  slipping,  no  dis- 
location can  take  place  :  the  laws  of  physics  contra-demands  it.  Bat 
when  the  limb  is  sufficiently  adducted  or  abducted  to  throw  the  line  of 
force  in  an  oblique  direction  with  reference  to  the  opposing  wall  of 
that  cavity,  then  the  head  of  the  bone  glides  to  its  edge,  and  if  the 
force  applied  is  sufficient  to  rupture  the  capsular  ligament,  it  rides 
over  the  ridge,  and  we  have  a  dislocation.  That  effected,  it  is  our  duty 
to  get  it  back  in  the  best  manner  possible. 

Before  doing  this,  however,  let  us  consider  a  little  what  the  oppos- 
ing agents  are  which  stand  between  the  efforts  of  the  surgeon  and 
reduction.  Dr.  Reid,  whose  investigations  upon  this  subject  have  not 
been  limited,  and  whose  mode  of  reduction  has  been  vei*y  successfully 
practiced  by  the  profession  for  some  time,  in  common  with  the  profes- 
sion generally,  considers  the  muscles  the  principal  —  if  not  the  sole  — 
agents  which  oppose  our  efforts  at  reduction  ;  and  acting  with  a  philo- 
sopher's eye,  conducts  his  manipulations  with  a  special  view  to  relax 
them.  It  is  in  view  of  this  opinion  that  we  are  directed  by  our  text- 
books and  public  teachers  generally  to  apply  extension  and  counter- 
extension,  slowly  and  uniformly,  imtil  muscular  contraction  is  over- 
come —  virtually  tired  out.  It  is  in  view  of  this  idea,  too,  that  we 
are  taught  to  resort  to  venesection,  to  the  administration  of  antimony, 
and  the  hot  bath,  in  order  to  produce  relaxation  of  these  organs  —  to 
make  them  too  sick  to  oppose  our  efforts. 
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It  is  common  and  natural  for  the  pupil  to  think  his  preceptor  the 
best,  and  to  believe  the  doctrines  which  he  teaches  to  be  correct.  Of 
course,  /do  not  think  that  /  am  in  the  least  degree  prejudiced  in  that 
"way  ;  nevertheless,  I  have  adopted  the  theory  of  my  teacher,  Dr.  Gunn, 
Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  upon  this  subject, — 
mdoptcil  it,  not  because  it  was  the  theory  of  my  teacher,  but  because 
it  seemcil  to  mc  to  be  decidedly  the  most  rational,  and  almost— if  not 
quite  —  positively  proven  by  actual  experiment  upon  the  cadaver,  and 
still  further  strengthened  by  the  successful  modes  of  reductioi^  prac- 
ticed, as  reported  in  our  medical  journals,  which  are  in  keeping  with 
this  theory  of  the  causes  of  obstnictions. 

But  what  are  the  sources  or  agents  of  difficulty  which  so  much  resist 
the  efforts  of  the  surgeon  at  reduction  ?  I  do  not  think  that  the  mus- 
cles have  much,  if  anything  at  ail,  to  do  in  the  case. —  Then  what  is  it  ? 
Dr.  Gunn,  who  is  no  less  distinguished  for  originality  of  thought  and 
his  doop,  investigating  mind,  than  for  his  many  manly  virtues,  would 
answer  :  **  The  untom  portion  of  the  capsular  ligament,  together  with 
the  outer  and  dense  portion  of  the  fascia  lata." 

In  order  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  untom 
portion  acts  as  an  impediment  in  reduction,  I  can  do  no  better  than  to 
quote  a  portion  of  his  lecture  on  this  subject,  of  which  I  find  from 
examination  I  have  taken  notes  largely.     He  says  : 

•*  Let  us  consider  for  a  moment  the  position  of  the  limb  at  the  in- 
stant of  the  escape  of  the  head  from  the  socket  during  the  process  of 
dislocation.  To  do  this  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  force  applied  to 
the  knee  or  foot,  with  the  limb  in  a  state  of  adduction,  constitutes  the 
most  frequent  cause  of  this  dislocation.  Force  thus  applied  addncts 
the  limb  still  more  powerfully  before  dislocation  takes  place,  and  at 
the  moment  of  the  escape  of  the  head  of  the  bone  from  the  socket  the 
limb  is  in  a  direction  which  crosses  the  thigh  of  the  opposite  side. 
Immediately  that  the  head  of  the  bone  has  cleared  the  edge  of  the  ace- 
tabahim,  it  settles  into  its  position  upon  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium,  and 
the  limb  assumes  the  position  and  direction  indicative  of  the  accident. 
During  the  dislodgment  of  the  bone,  the  superior  and  posterior  por- 
tion of  the  capsular  ligament  is  niptured,  through  which  the  head 
protrudes  ;  while  from  the  position  of  the  limb  at  the  instant  of  pro- 
tnu^ion  the  anterior  and  inferior  is  very  much  relaxed,  thus  allowing 
the  head  to  rise  easily  over  the  acetabulum.  As  soon  as  the  head 
settles  into  its  position  upon  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium  the  direction  of 
the  limb  is  changed,  and  the  untorn  portion  of  the  ligament  becomes 
more  tense  ;  and  for  this  reason  the  head  of  the  bone  can  not  be  read- 
flr  returned  to  its  place  till  the  limb  is  again  placed  in  a  position  to 
relax  it." 

While  lecturing  the  class  upon  this  subject  in  the  winter  1855-6 
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he  related  an  expciiment  made  by  himself  the  previous  wiotcr,  wUiS 
goes  very  far  in  substantiating  hiu  positioa  aa  regardu  the  Dguntii  of 
oppoMtlou  to  rcdnetion.  Having  selected  a  fresh  Euliject,  he  iniule  a 
circular  incision  about  the  middle  of  the  llilgh,  cntling  all  Elmctarra  to 
the  hone  ;  another  from  tlie  tabeTOsity  of  the  ischium,  aronitd  tho 
inner  aspect  of  the  thigh  and  over  the  domum  of  the  ilinm,  lo  the 
place  of  beginning  ;  and  all  gtractnree  were  reinovud  from  Uw  hones 
and  capsnie  of  the  Joint.  He  then  cnt  away  tlie  posterior  aoil  superior 
half  of  the  capsule,  and  divided  the  ligamentum  teres.  Luxation  ww 
then  produced  of  the  upwanl  and  backward  variety.  Diit  I  mncl  not 
neglect  here  to  state  that  dislocation  could  not  be  cifeoti^d  hy  force 
applied  to  the  kneo  until  the  limb  was  so  addnctcd  that  the  np^HTr  and 
onter  wall  of  the  Eocket  presented  an  inclined  Hurfncc  to  tho  head  of 
the  femur,  and  to  the  line  of  direction  of  tho  foroe  applied  ;  awl  tbat 
while  the  head  was  in  the  act  of  riding  over  the  cotyloid  ridgv  t]if) 
internal  and  undivided  portion  of  the  capsnie  became  tense,  which 
relaxed  again  when  the  head  settled  down  upon  the  ilorsnm  ilii ;  and 
that  upon  placing  the  limh  in  the  position  which  el laract*; rises  this 
dislocation  it  became  tense  again.  Gfforts  at  reduction  were  then 
made  by  extension  and  counter-extension,  as  is  usual,  applied  bf 
means  of  pulley,  twisting  of  the  cords,  etc,  But  all  to  no  jniTfOW. 
The  undivided  portion  of  the  capsule  bound  down  the  head  of  the  bow 
so  (irmly  against  the  dorsum  ilii  that  it  conld  not  ride  hack  over  the 
edge  of  the  acetahnlum.  But  on  carrying  tho  limb  across  the  otlwr 
to  the  position  in  which  it  was  at  tho  moment  of  escape  from  tl 
socket,  which  was  to  about  the  union  of  the  middle  with  the  il{ 
third  of  the  thigh,  the  reduction  was  easily  eflectod. 

Hei*  seems  to  be  proof  positive  that  the  "  untom  portion  ( 
capsular  ligament"  affords  obstruction  to  reduction — and  a  \ 
formidable  ohstruetion,  too ;  hoeaoso  reduction  conld  not  with  any 
reasonable  amount  of  force  he  accomplished,  and  probably  woidd  not 
have  been  imtil  apart,  if  not  aU,  Iht  untom  portion  had  been  ruptnrtd. 

Dr.  Held  discards  the  idea  that  muscular  contractility  is  tlie  agonl 
of  opposition,  but  maintains  that  it  is  a  patrive  acdon  of  the  mtueulit 
fibres.    Ho  says : 

"^e  true  condition  of  the  muscles  is  this  :  the  six  rotator,  a 
i'tor  and  abductor  mnscles  —  vie.,  the  obturator  exteruns,  ante 

the  pytiformis,  obturator  intemns,  gemclli,  ami  t^nadratus,  pos 

ly — are  all  in  a  state  of  extreme  tension,  while  ih.e  other  eleven  mn*- 
cles,  larger  and  smaller,  are  shortened,  and  in  one  sense  contracted, 
hnt  in  another  and  in  fact  are  relaxed  —  that  ia,  in  a  r«cont  diiilaca- 
tion.     So  it  is  evident  upon  the  slightest  inspection  that  (he  six  miu- 
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cles  that  are  put  upon  the  stretch  being  in  antagonism  to  each  othe 
that  is,  the  short  but  strong  obturator  extemos  anteriorly  being  op- 
posed by  the  other  five  posteriorly  —  and  all  acting  at  right  angles  to 
the  axis  of  the  femur,  must  hug  with  great  power  the  head  of  the  bone 
upon  the  dorsum,  and  by  the  same  force  oppose  its  ascent  over  the  brim 
of  the  acetabulum  in  any  direct  attempts  to  replace  it  by  traction  to- 
wards its  socket.  These  six  muscles,  then,  so  violently  stretched,  con- 
stitute the  real  and  only  important  impediment  to  reduction  by  the  usual 
mode,  and  not  the  contracted  triceps  and  glutei,  as  has  always  been 
believed  and  taught  by  all  authors  and  professors  of  surgery." 

Dr.  Reid  made  this  advance  on  the  old  doctrine :  he  located  the 
impediments  nearer  their  actual  seat  than  was  formerly  done. 

Dr.  White,  who  has  adopted  Dr.  Beid's  view  upon  this  subject, 
details  the  following  experiment  made  by  himself  upon  a  subject  far 
advanced  in  decomposition.     He  says : 

*'  After  carefully  noting  the  relative  position  of  bone  and  muscles, 
we  made  traction  on  the  femur  downward  and  inward  over  the  sound 
limb,  as  we  are  directed  by  most  authors  ;  but  the  moment  the  attempt 
was  made  the  muscles,  as  already  named  [by  Dr.  Beid's  article  above] 
as  being  in  a  state  of  tension,  became  more  tense,  although  all  the 
mnscles  about  the  joint  were  separated  from  each  other,  were  loose, 
without  vitality,  and  almost  in  a  state  of  decomposition ;  yet  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  we  could  bring  down  the  head  into  the  socket, 
-—and  when  we  did  so  we  carried  away  a  part  of  the  capsular  liga- 
ment." 

Now,  what  are  the  rational  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  this  exper- 
iment ?  Is  it  true  that  these  muscles,  **  loose,  without  vitality,  and 
almost  in  a  state  of  decomposition,"  could  form  the  real  and  only 
impediment,  as  he  and  Dr.  Reid  mentions,  which  so  vigorously  resisted 
eArts  at  reduction  ? 

Bat  when  he  did  succeed  he  *' carried  away^a  portion  of  the  capsular 
ligament."  Now,  the  very  fact  that  the  capsular  ligament  was  torn, 
**  carried  away,**  is  positive  evidence  that  it  resisted,  so  far  as  it  wa|i 
able,  the  force  used  for  reduction,  and  was  at  least  a  part  of  the  sur- 
roonding  tissues  which  so  rigidly  opposed  efforts  at  reduction  ;  and 
further,  the  fact  that  the  head  was  permitted  to  glide  over  the  ridge  of 
tile  acetabulum  after  the  ligament  was  ruptured ^  none  of  the  muscular 
fibres  being  torn  asunder,  although  "  almost  in  a  state  of  decomposi- 
tion," and  consequently  could  have  exerted  but  a  very  small  amount 
of  "  passive  resistance,"  is  sufficient  proof,  it  seems  to  me,  to  every 
reflecting  mind  that  it  was  the  "  untom  portion  <f  the  ligament**  which 
so  vigorooaly  opposed  his  efforts  at  reduction.  It  also  proves  to  us 
another  thing,  which  every  experimenter  would  do  well  to  bear  in 
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mind  while  making  such  experiments  —  and  that  is  this  :  When  an 
individual  is  making  an  experiment  in  order  to  prove  a  particnlar 
point,  his  attention  is  so  strongly  directed  to  that  one  thing  that  he  is 
liable  to  overlook  others  equally  important. 

I  witnessed  an  experiment  made  by  Dr.  Bovie,  a  member  of  the 
graduating  class  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, in  the  winter  of  1857-8,  which  proves  that  the  untom  portion 
of  the  capsular  ligament  is  not  all  that  opposes  our  efforts  at  redac- 
tion.    He  removed  the  integument  and  superficial  fascia,  preserving 
as  far  as  possible  the  fascia  lata  and  all  the  muscles  of  the  hip,  at  the 
same  time  removing  the  whole  of  the  capsular  ligament,  and  dividing 
the  ligamentum  teres.     The  dislocation  of  the  first  variety  was  now 
easily  effected  by  carrying  the  limb  across  the  other,  to  about  the 
union   of  the  middle  with  the  upper  third  of  the  thigh,  and  pushing 
against  the  knee.     Very  great  efforts,  by  extension  and  counter-exten- 
sion, according  to  the  old  methods,  failed  to  effect  a  reduction,  but  the 
bone  was  readily  replaced  both  by  Dr.  Reid*s  method  of  manipnli- 
tion  and  that  which  is  taught  and  practiced  by  Dr.  Gunn.     Tlie  ques- 
tion then  was,  What  is  the  trouble  now  ?     All  the  capsular  ligament 
having  been  removed,  he  could  not  look  to  that  source  for  a  solution 
of  the  problem.     But  careful  examination  during  the  several  steps, 
both  of  dislocating,  and  effecting  a  reduction,  detected  that  the  pres- 
sure exerted  by  the  outer  and  denser  portion  of  the  fascia  lata  upon 
the  trochanter  major,  bound  down  the  head  of  the  femur,  and  caused 
it  to  act  something  like  a  hook  against  the  acetabular  walls,  thus  pre- 
venting reduction. 

Now  this  last  experiment  seems  to  prove  that  the  fascia  lata  of 
itself  exerts  an  amount  of  force  against  our  efforts  at  reduction  suffi- 
cient to  defeat  our  efforts  ;  and  by  former  experiments,  that  the  "  un- 
tom. portion  of  the  capsular  ligament,"  unless  relaxed  by  certain  man- 
ipulations, also  greatiy  opposes  efforts  at  reduction.     Hence,  we  must 
conclude  that,  how  much  soever  other  structures  may  oppose,  (and  we 
do  not  think  that  any  others  do, )  the  urUom  portion  of  the  capstdof 
ligament  and  the  fascia  lata  are  agents  which  strenuously  and  efficient- 
ly oppose  our  efforts  at  reduction  ;  that  both  of  these  structures  act  in 
the  same  way  —  i.  e.,  by  binding  down  the  head  of  the  femur,  so  that 
it  can  not  ride  back  over  the  cotyloid  ridge  ;  that  each,  acting  alone, 
exerts  a  power  sufficient  to  oppose  any  reasonable  amount  of  eftbrt  at 
reduction  ;  and  that  when  these  two  opposing  forces  are  destroyed  or 
avoided  by  certain  philosophic  manipulations,  the  head  may  be  re^xd- 
ily  and  easily  returned  to  its  socket 
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With  this  view  as  to  the  nature  of  the  opposing  agents  which  the 
surgeon  has  to  contend  with,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  what  indi- 
cations are  to  be  filled  in  this  hitherto  somewhat  formidable  task  of 
reduction.  To  do  this  we  must  take  into  consideration  the  amount 
of  distortion  to  which  the  limb  is  subjected  before  a  dislocation  can 
be  effected ;  that  the  capsular  ligament  must  be  partially  ruptured 
before  the  head  can  escape  from  its  socket ;  that  the  untom  portion 
becomes  tense  in  proportion  as  the  limb  passes  back  towards  its  nat- 
ural position  ;  and  that  the  moi^e  tense,  the  more  firmly  it  binds  down 
the  head  ;  and  that  this,  and  the  /ascia  lata,  are  the  principal — if  not 
cm/y — agents  that  oppose  efforts  at  reduction. 

The  indications  are — First,  to  put  the  limb  in  a  position  the  most 
favorable  to  relieve  the  tension  of  the  untom  portion  of  the  capsular 
ligament ;  second,  to  relieve  the  pressure  exerted  upon  the  trochanter 
major  by  the  fascia  lata  ;  third,  to  make  the  proper  amount  of  extension 
and  counter-extension ;  and  fourth,  to  keep  the  limb,  when  reduced,  in 
such  a  position  that  luxation  can  not  again  take  place.  To  fill  these 
indications,  if  our  theory  is  correct,  we  have  but  to  apply  simple, 
philosophic  manipulations.  For  the  first,  place  the  limb  in  the  posi- 
tion it  was  at  the  moment  of  escape  from  the  socket ;  for  the  second, 
rotate  the  limb  internally,  except  for  the  luxation  upon  the  pubes  —  in 
this  variety,  it  should  be  rotated  externally ;  to  fill  the  third,  I  think 
it  very  seldom  indeed,  if  ever,  that  **  ropes  and  pulleys  "  need  be  used 
in  recent  luxations,  if  proper  manipulations  are  performed.  The 
motto  "  arte  non  vi  *'  should  not  be  forgotten  ;  and  before  1  would  use 
great  violence,  I  would  try  every  mode  of  manipulation  in  which 
there  was  a  reasonable  hope  of  success,  and  continue  to  repeat  them, 
while  such  a  hope  existed.  To  fill  the  fourth  and  last  indication, 
place  the  limbs  parallel  with  each  other,  on  a  line  with  the  body. 
These  1  consider  the  rational  modes  of  fulfilling  the  indications  to  be 
met ;  and  I  think  that  practical  experience  will  substantiate  the  im- 
portance here  claimed  for  them. 

For  special  rules  for  the  reduction  of  the^ different  forms  of  luxa- 
tions, 1  can  not  do  better  than  to  quote  those  given  by  Dr.  Gunn  in 
an  article  upon  this  subject  in  the  July  number  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Independent  Journal  of  1859  : 

"In  luxation  upon  the  dorsum  ilii,  the  patient  lying  on  his  back, 
carry  the  limb  across  its  fellow  at  a  point  corresponding  with  the 
onion  of  the  middle  with  the  upper  third,  rotate  inwards,  and  the 
pelvis  being  fixed  by  an  assistant,  the  head  may  now  be  readily  drawn 
iato  its  place. 

"  In  a  dislocation  in  the  obturator  foramen,  when  extension  is  be- 
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▲RTICLB   III. 

Meehanioal  CompreMion  of  the  Chett. 

ITS   INJURIOUS  KFFXCTS  UPON  THB  SYSTEM  AN  INCIBBNTAL  CAUSE  Of  PULMONAET 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

BT  A.  P.  DUTCHBB,  M.D.y  BNOH  TALLBT,  PBNNSTLTANIA. 

Some  writers  on  palmonary  tuberculosis  have  ignored  the  idea  that 
mechanical  compression  of  the  chest,  particularly  by  the  modem  habit 
of  tight  lacing,  is  a  cause  of  phthisis.  And  first  among  this  number 
we  may  namo  M.  Louis.  He  does  not  believe  that  the  mortality  of 
women  is  materially  increased  by  this  custom.*  How  any  one  who 
is  at  all  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  organs  of 
respiration,  could  take  this  position,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  Let 
us  for  a  moment  examine  this  subject. 

It  is  computed  that  a  person  in  health  generally  respires  about 
twenty  times  in  a  minute,  and  takes  in  at  every  breath  about  forty 
cubic  inches  of  air,  (rather  more  than  a  pint,)  the  oxygen  of  which  is 
not  only  nearly  all  used  up,  but  forms  part  of  a  substance  as  positive- 
ly injurious  to  health  as  the  fumes  of  burning  charcoal.  When, 
therefore,  a  number  of  persons  for  a  long  time  breathe  the  same  at- 
mo6pbere,  without  any  ventilation  or  renewal  of  it,  they  rapidly  ex- 
haust the  air  of  its  healthy  properties,  and  aubjed  themselves  to  greai 
danger,  Tlie  reason  is  this :  No  pure  fresh  oxygen  being  admitted  to 
the  lungs,  the  venous  blood  can  not  part  with  its  carbon,  because  this  is 
the  only  means  by  which  it  can  be  taken  away.  The  blood  does  not, 
therefore,  become  revitalized  ;  it  goes  back  to  the  heart  from  the  lungs 
in  its  impure  state,  and  it  is  sent  through  the  body  totally  unfit  to 
give  it  proper  nourishment,  thus  injuring  and  debilitating  the  whole 
system,  and  exposing  it  to  the  attack  of  many  dangerous  and  fatal 
disorders. 

BncK  being  the  efiect  of  breathing  the  contaminated  atmosphere  of 
an  ill  ventilated  room,  who  can  fail  to  see  the  folly  of  incapacitating 
the  lungs  from  the  fulfilling  their  function  by  mechanical  compres- 
sion ?  It  is  a  truth  as  clear  as  a  sunbeam,  that  those  individuals  who 
encase  their  chests  in  the  barbaroits  corset,  do  virtually  shut  out  the 
very  breath  of  life  that  gives  development,  symmetry,  elasticity,  beau- 
ty and  strength  to  the  whole  body.  There  can  be  no  vigorous  action 
either  of  body  or  mind  without  it.  How  soon  would  the  whole 
animal  world  gasp  in  death,  if  the  atmosphere  was  for  one  moment 
withdrawn  from  the  earth. 


•^  TIm  lmlan>c«  of  dreM,  mad  specially  of  the  sUj**  on  Um  prodactkn  of  pbthitii,  ii  alao, 
pwftMpc,  a  mnm  MMrtkm.**— Lonii  <m  Pktkim,  p.  446. 
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Such  cases  must  have  fallen  under  the  observation  of  every  physician 
of  experience.  I  could  name  several,  just  now,  who  are  suffering  from 
this  cause,  in  my  limited  practice.  Human  nature,  or  rather  the  infir- 
mity of  it,  is  such  that  individuals  will  sometimes  seek  to  gratify 
their  passions  and  propensities  at  the  risk,  or  even  at  the  certain  sacri- 
fice of  life.  The  soldier  indulges  his  ambition  by  seeking  a  "bubble 
reputation  in  the  cannon's  mouth,"  and  females  indulge  their  love  of 
admiration  by  displaying  what  is  in  fact  a  defom^ed  person.  The 
soldier  is  nothing  daunted  by  seeing  his  companions  fall  around  him  ; 
his  aspirations  for  glory  impel  him  on  to  death  or  renown  :  so  she 
whose  passion  is  display,  and  whose  glory  is  to  be  admired,  still  per- 
sists in  her  injurious  practice,  though  she,  too,  sees  her  companions 
silently  falling  by  a  species  of  .involuntary  suicide. 

I  am  aware  that  there  are  very  many  persons,  who  maintain  that 
the  narrowing  of  the  waist  by  art  adds  to  the  symmetry  and  beauty  of 
the  human  form.  Nothing  is  more  absurd  ihan  this.  Every  physi- 
cian should  rise  up  in  the  might  of  his  strength,  and  denounce  such 
pretensions  as  a  libel  upon  nature  and  classic  art.  Improve  the  human 
form  !  Who  has  the  presumption  to  attempt  this  ?  Folly  and  ignor- 
ance may  try  it,  but  it  must  invariably  and  forever  result  in  defeat  and 
rain.  The  human  form  is  perfect,  and  in  this  I'espect  is  in  harmony 
with  all  the  works  of  our  great  Creator.  Ponder  well  the  following 
thoughts  on  this  subject,  taken  from  Dr.  E.  U.  Dixon's  work  on 
*•  Woman  and  Her  Diseases." 

"  Look  at  Nature  as  spread  out  before  your  view  ;  look  at  her  thou- 
sand tribes  of  ever-moving,  changing  life  ;  her  insects,  birds  and 
beasta  ;  behold  them  in  their  varied  states  of  action  and  repose  ;  the 
birds  of  the  air,  the  lambs  that  skip  over  the  verdant  meadows  :  has 
•he  ever  been  known  to  interpose  an  obstacle  to  the  fulfillment  of  her 
ends  ?  Could  the  eagle  soar  to  the  clouds,  or  the  lark  sing  his  matin 
lay,  if  the  great  process  of  life's  renovation  were  checked  within  ? 
We  know  that  their  muscular  activity,  their  power  of  rising  in  the  air, 
depends  upon  the  perfection  and  freedom  o^  their  respiration.  The 
means  of  escaping  pursuit,  and  of  obtaining  food,  is  never  denied 
them.  We  alone  reserve  to  our  skill  the  improving  of  the  works  of 
Nature. 

••  Do  we  talk  of  beauty  ?  I  appeal  to  sculpture.  The  forms  of 
clas»ic  art  are  the  reverse  of  modem  defoimity.  Not  a  modem  shape 
is  to  be  seen  amongst  all  the  classic  sculpture  of  Italy.  Graceful  car- 
riage ?  It  is  a  union  of  delicacy  in  its  use,  combined  with  evident 
strength  ;  the  limbs  are  planted  with  firmness  in  the  successive  steps, 
the  chest  expands  freely  ;  the  head  is  erect,  the  eyes  on  a  level  with 
the  horizon,  and  frequently  elevated  to  the  heavens.  Is  this  a  descrip- 
tion of  every-dmy  life  ?    The  panting,  suppressed  respiration,  the  im- 
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elusion,  that  if  this  habit  was  banished  from  the  world,  the  mortality 
from  phthisis  wonld  be  greatly  reduced  among  the  female  portion  of 
the  race.  And  it  is  a  melancholy  reflection  that  this  pernicious  habit 
is  so  general,  and  so  obstinately  persisted  in,  at  so  great  an  expense  of 
health  and  life. 

Many  females  are,  doubtless,  influenced  by  a  desire  to  increcae  their 
charms  ;  and  they  seem  to  know  of  no  way  to  do  this,  but  to  diminish 
their  size.  All  classes  seem  to  be  alike  affected  by  this  mania; — old 
and  young,  large  and  small ;  the  large  show  an  invincible  desire  to 
grow  small,  the  small  still  smaller,  and  all  to  be  squeezed  down  to 
the  very  lowest  degree  of  littleness.  Not  one  in  twenty  who  are  in 
the  practice  of  tight  lacing,  add  a  single  particle  to  the  beauty  of  their 
form  or  appearance  :  they  only  manifest  an  ardent  desire,  and  an  un- 
availing effort,  to  be  exceedingly  pretty,  who  are  not  so ;  while  those 
who  by  nature  may  have  symmetrical  forms,  so  distort  and  deform 
their  persons  often  to  such  a  degree  as  to  be  hardly  agreeable. 

And  what  a  commentary  upon  the  weakness  and  folly  of  the  female 
tex  does  it  furnish  ?  And  could  such  things  be  if  physicians  would 
do  their  duty  ?  Would  they  dare  to  adopt  a  habit  so  destructive  to 
health,  if  their  medical  advisers  had  the  dignity  and  independence  to 
speak  the  whole  truth  on  this  subject,  regardless  of  fear  or  favor  ?  It 
is  necessary  :  the  highest  interests  of  society  demand  it  at  our  hands 
that  we  should  impart  such  knowledge  on  this  subject,  and  all  others 
eonnected  with  health,  that  the  truth  may  be  clearly  seen,  so  that  every 
iadividnal  may  govern  his  conduct  by  a  correct  understanding  of 
natural  laws,  and  it  will  then  be  found  that  nature  and  simplicity  in- 
habit one  temple,  and  both  minister  with  untiring  zeal  at  the  altar  of 
truth  and  humanity. 


>  <i»»  ■ 


•  AmncLS  nr. 

Case  of  Hydrothorax,  with  Operation. 

BBPOITID  BT  DBS.  BOBD  k  PBABCB,  MBCSAITICSBUBO,  OHIO. 

MsssBS.  Editors  : — We  send  you  the  following  report  with  the 
hope  that  it  may  interest  some  of  the  readers  of  your  journal. 

About  the  first  of  May  last  we  were  called  to  see  Mrs.  E.  Fox,  aet. 
S8,  who  was  laboring  under  the  usual  symptoms  of  pleuritic  inflam- 
mation, with  slight  effusion  in  the  Mt  side.  We  learned  she  was  at- 
tacked the  previous  February,  but  the  case  put  on  no  alarming  symp- 
toniB  nor  received  any  medicinal  aid  until  at  the  thne  wo  w«ra  ealkd. 
With  mercurial  alteratives,  counter-iiritatioBt  tkr 
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Thoughts  on  the  Relative  Importance   of  Exciting  and   Prediapoaing 

Cauaea  of  Diaeaae. 

BT  J.  B.   BLACK,  M.D.,   HBBBOM,  OHIO. 
[G6Dcluded.] 

The  vast  •majority  of  mankind  meet  with  death  from  causes  that 
ought  to  be  foreign  to  their  nature.    It  is,  we  opine,  sufficiently  evident 
that  whenever  the  last  act  in  the  drama  of  life  terminates,  by  disease 
or  accident,  that  the  mode  ought  to  be  termed  violent  and  unnatural. 
It  obviously  follows  that  the  natural  mode  is  when  the  vital  powers 
sink  and  expire  as  they  rose  into  consciousness  and  strength,  so  grad- 
ually and  imperceptibly  as  to  present  no  abrupt  departure  from  harmo- 
nious decline.     The  idea  is  supported  by  the  lessons  of  experience,  the 
dictates  of  reason,  and  blends  with  our  ideas  of  the  wisdom  and  be- 
neficence of  the  Deity.     Constitutions  relatively  pure  exhibit  develop- 
ment, maturity,  decline  and  death,  with  scarcely  a  knowledge  of  pain. 
Having  been  the  fortunate  heir  of  an  ancestry  that  had  regard  to  the 
laws  of  their  being,  their  attainment  of  manhood  has  been  but  one 
uninterrupted  flow  of  corporal  enjoyment.     The  active  and  vigorous 
play  of  the  vital  forces  gives  an  astonishing  resistance  to  ordinary  in- 
salubrious influences.     With  common  care,  the  acme  of  constitutional 
activity  in  mind  and  body  is  greatly  prolonged.     The  period  of  deca- 
dence steals  on  with  slow  and  noiseless  step.     Imperceptibly,  without 
a  nervous  twinge  or  discordant  jar  in  important  organs,  the  body  ap- 
proaches molecular  death.     No  one  organ  of  the  body  appears  to  fail 
much  faster  than  another,  but  simultaneously  body  and  mind  decline 
and  droop,  till  second  childhood  and  complete  dotage  are  succeeded  .by 
unconscious  death.     The  mode  of  death  is  not  pronounced.     No  one 
can  say  that  it  resulted  from  this  or  that  disease,  but  appears  to  be 
rather  a  legitimate  consequence  of  normal  vitality.     This  is  no  fancy 
sketch.     A  few  such  cases  has  every  one  known,  and  though  all  may 
not  approach  the  vestibule  of  Hades  in  this  gradual  and  unconscious 
manner,  yet  every  one  with  tainted,  unbalanced  vitals,  (alas,  how  few 
are  otiierwiae!)  may  by  due  attention  to  predispositions,  partially 
retrieve  what  his  progenitors  lost,  and  preserve  a  constitution  origin- 
ally faulty  in  a  tolerable  state  of  health,  and  for  years  beyond  his 
hereditary  entailment.     The  constant  neglect  of  organic  law  often 
apparently  trivial  in  itself,  is  the  ultimate  originator  of  all  predispo- 
titiona  to  diaeaae.     The  acquired  constitutes  the  germ  for  the  inherited. 
A  coaalitBtioii  free  from  taint  will  long  resist  almost  any  exciting 
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mean  range  of  61^  or  over,  that  determines  the  phenomena  of  agne  of 
which  previous  periodical  effects  upon  the  body  it  is  but  an  intensified 
epitome — that  suggests  the  modus  operandi  of  the  numerous  agents 
and  circumstances  that  have  been  known  to  arrest  it.  In  concluding 
these  discursive  remarks  we  beg  to  reiterate  the  obvious,  but  neglected 
truth,  that  if  the  human  family  are  desirous  of  sufiering  less,  and 
living  longer,  they  must  look  more  to  the  consequences  of  their  own 
voluntary  acts,  and  less,  far  les3,  to  the  action  of  the  physical  elements. 
Our  bodies  were,  unquestionably,  fitted  by  the  Great  Being  for  the 
climatic  and  other  conditions  that  obtain  upon  the  earth,  and  it 
appears  to  us  equally  undoubted,  that  He  has  placed  our  physical  and 
mental  welfare  to  a  great  degree  within  our  own  keeping,  and  if  we 
would  study  his  wisdom  and  benevolence  through  the  Omniscience 
belonging  to  natural  law,  we  might  then  perceive  what  a  powerful  in- 
ducement is  offered  us  to  act  intelligently  and  nghtfully,  not  alone  for 
oar  own  good,  but  for  that  of  our  children  and  children's  children. 


ABTICLB    TI. 

A  New  Suture,  with  Observations  and  an  Illustration. 

BT    W.    T.   S.   COBNBTT,   M.D.,   TBB8AILLBS,   INDIANA. 


In  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  January,  1852, 
our  countryman.  Dr.  Marion  Sims,  called  the  attention  of  the  profes- 
sion in  so  forcible  a  manner  to  the  advantages  of  metal  over  thread  in 
the  closure  of  wounds,  that  we  may  properly  affix  that  as  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  era  on  the  subject  of  suture.  Since  then  there  have  been 
various  methods  devised  — all,  however,  based  on  the  fact  so  forcibly 
presented  and  insisted  on  by  Dr.  Sims,  that  metal,  and  not  thread,  is 
the  proper  material  to  be  used.  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  proposes 
common  needles,  with  gum  elastic  rings,  stetched  from  head  to  point 
of  the  needle  across  the  wound.  Instead  of  the  ring  of  Dr.  Atlee,  I 
use  a  gum  elastic  strap  ;  and  instead  of  the  common  needle,  I  prepare 
my  own  pins  of  various  lengths,  as  follows  :  Take  the  best  steel  wire. 
No.  9,  such  as  is  used  for  piano  strings,  turn  an  eye  on  one  end,  and 
point  the  other  by  means  of  a  file  and  whetstone  ;  on  the  eye  I  make 
a  head  with  sealing-wax.  These  pins  can  be  bent  with  the  fingers  into 
any  desired  curve,  to  suit  irregular  surfaces  ;  are  sufficiently  strong;, 
and  can,  after  their  introduction,  be  easily  cut  off  at  the  point  with 
wire  nippers. 

Mods  rf  Operating, — First,  pass  the  pin  through  the  strap  near  one 
IT.— 80 
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ABTNU  Tin. 

Case  of  Ligatind  the  Arteria  Innominata;  with  Remarks. 

BT   S.   8.  COOPER,    A.M.,    M.D. 

ProfoMor  of  Anatomy  sod  Sorigery  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  UniTerdty  of  the  ^dio* 

San  Francisco,  California. 

P.  H.,  set.  81,  was  admitted  into  the  Pacific  Clinical  Infirmary, 
Sept.  23dy  1860,  with  an  aneurism  of  the  subclavian  artery  of  the 
right  side.  The  pulsating  tumor  was  of  four  months  standing,  accord- 
ing to  the  patient's  statement,  and  was  large  enough  to  fill  the  super- 
clavicular  triangle,  pushing  the  stemo-cleido-mastoid  muscle  forwarda 
and  inwards,  and  pressing  against  the  upper  surface  of  the  clavicle. 

The  patient  was  in  a  robust  condition  of  health,  with  flowing  spirits 
and  a  most  hopeful  state  of  mind,  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  his  vigorous  constitution  would  enable  him  to  recover  from  any 
operation,  however  severe. 

From  the  size  of  the  tumor  and  its  encroachments  upon  all  the  sur- 
rounding parts,  any  examination  designed  to  ascertain  to  what  extent 
it  had  approached  the  heart  was  found  unsatisfactory.  An  immense 
anenrismal  tumor  could  be  distinctly  diagnosticated,  and  that  was  all. 

Operation. — ^The  patient  having  taken  about  sixteen  ounces  of  spr. 
mindereri  during  twenty -four  hours  after  his  admission,  the  operation 
was  performed  as  follows  :  A  crucial  incision  was  made  five  inches 
long  in  either  directi  m,  the  centre  being  over  the  middle  of  the  tumor. 
The  flaps,  including  integument,  adipose  tissue  and  superficial  cervical 
fascia,  were  reflected  back  in  all  directions.  The  platysma  myoides 
moacle  was  adherent  to  all  the  anterior  surfaces  of  the  tumor,  save  at 
the  most  prominent  point  in  the  centre,  where  it  was  absorbed  by  the 
preitsnre.  On  the  sides  of  the  front  portion  of  the  tumor  this  muscle 
was  considerably  thickened.  This  being  dissected  away,  the  smootk 
shining  surface  of  the  anenrismal  tumor  could  be  distinctly  seen  with 
strong  attachments  to  the  postero-extemal  surface  of  the  clavicular 
origin  of  the  stemo-cleido-mastoid  muscle.  This  portion  of  that 
muscle  was  divided  very  close  to  the  clavicle  and  carried  upwards  by 
dissecting  and  tearing  together  its  attachments  to  the  tumor,  which 
was  fomid  pressing  close  to  the  sternal  origin  of  this  muscle.  The  latter 
was  cnt  awaj,  when  the  scalenus -amicus  was  exposed  to  view.  This 
was  also  adherent  to  the  inmor,  and  was  pushed  forwards  out  of  its 
natnrml  position.  A  portion  of  this  muscle  was  cut  away  in  order  to 
expose  the  parts  below.  It  was  soon  found,  however,  that  the  pres- 
sme  of  die  anterior  snrliaoe  of  the  tumor  had  caused  the  obliteration 
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come  away.  The  dressing  was  kept  wet  in  an  evaporating  lotion, 
composed  of  one  part  of  alcohol  and  ten  of  water,  (which  are  the  hest 
proportions  for  onr  climate.) 

The  patient  took  half  a  grain  of  morphine  and  five  of  extract  colo- 
cjmth.  comp.,  every  day.  The  object  of  the  morphine  was  to  reduce 
the  heart's  action.  Spr.  minder,  and  mag.  cit.  were  administered 
freely  for  the  first  two  days.  The  patient  did  exceedingly  well  for  the 
first  three  weeks,  not  an  untoward  symptom  occurring  during  this 
time.  He  was  able  to  walk  about  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first 
day,  had  an  excellent  appetite,  talked  and  laughed  with  those  around 
him,  and  had  not  the  most  remote  idea  of  dying.  On  the  evening  of 
that  day,  however,  he  had  an  active  but  short  arterial  spirt,  which, 
through  the  promptitude  of  Mr.  HolBrook,  the  resident  student  of  the 
Infirmary,  who  was  near  at  the  time,  was  arrested  before  more  than 
two  ounces  were  lost.  The  ligature  was  detached  on  the  eighteenth 
day.  The  bleeding  was  very  easily  arrested,  and  there  was  no  return 
of  it  until  the  thirty-ninth.  During  the  last  ten  days  of  that  time, 
the  patient  coughed  considerably,  and  complained  of  difficulty  of 
breathing  and  pain  in  the  breast.  The  tongue  became  red  and  the 
nrine  highly  colored.  The  wound  in  the  mean  time  cicatrized  all  over, 
save  a  space  less  than  the  size  of  a  dime.  In  the  centre  of  this  a 
small  clot  of  a  few  drops  of  blood  was  seen  on  the  morning  of  the 
thirty-eighth  day  after  the  operation.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  thirty- 
ninth,  a  slight  hasmorrhage  occurred,  but  was  as  easily  arrested  as 
before. 

After  the  first  bleeding,  I  invented  an  apparatus  by  which  more 
strong  and  constant  pressure  could  be  produced  than  by  the  compress 
and  bandage.  It  consisted  of  a  large  circular  cushion  of  leather, 
stuffed  very  tightly  with  hair,  about  three  inches  thick  and  four  and  a 
half  in  diameter,  with  buckles  and  straps  attached,  so  as  to  fasten 
them  around  the  body  in  the  form  of  the  figure-of-eight  bandage.  On 
the  fortieth  day,  hiemorrhage  occurred  several  times  in  spite  of  the 
pressure  of  the  cushion.  During  the  following  night,  bleeding  occurred 
several  times,  and  next  morning  was  quite  persistent  ;  the  strongest 
pressure  which  could  be  brought  to  bear  would  sometimes  fail  to  arrest 
it  completely,  and  in  the  afternoon  I  directed  the  patient  to  be  inform- 
ed that  all  hope  of  recovery  was  lost,  but  that  there  would  be  time  for 
arranging  his  earthly  matters,  which  he  expressed  no  desire  to  avail 
himself  of,  and  as  soon  as  left  alone,  he  unbuckled  the  straps,  removed 
the  cushion,  and  bled  to  death  almost  instantlv. 

PoH'Mortem  Appearances. — The  part  not  cicatrized  at  the  time  the 
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does  ever  recover  after  this  operation,  it  will  be  one  in  which  the 
arteria  innominata  is  tinusually  long  and  the  aneurism  so  situated  that 
the  ligature  may  be  placed  upon  the  extreme  distal  end. 

Four  days  prior  to  the  death  of  this  patient,  no  one  by  examining 
the  wound  would  have  considered  it  more  than  barely  possible  for  him 
to  bleed  to  death.  The  parts  almost  cicatrized,  and  very  solid,  without 
the  least  pulsation  of  the  arteria  innominata,  and  which  had  been  so 
for  nearly  two  weeks  with  a  firmly  organized  deposite  external  to  that 
vessel,  we  began  to  think  we  had  the  dangers  of  haemorrhage  nearly 
removed.  The  only  thing  that  troubled  the  patient  now  was  cough 
and  pain  in  the  chest,  which  was  caused  by  the  imprudent  exposure  to 
a  draft  of  air  after  he  would  consider  himself  entirely  out  of  danger. 
What  effect,  if  any,  coughing  might  have  had  in  causing  or  hastening 
death,  1  am  unable  to  say.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  motion  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  right  lung  and  of  the  windpipe  would  cause  more  or 
leas  motion  in  the  parts  involved,  and  it  probably  induced  the  break- 
ing away  of  the  adventitious  formation  about  the  end  of  the  artery 
sooner  than  it  would  otherwise  have  occurred. 

This  case,  more  than  any  other  that  has  yet  occurred  in  my  practice, 
nade  the  strongest  impression  on  my  mind.  Never  before  have  I  felt 
•o  humiliated  by  the  inefficiency  of  the  sui^ical  art  in  rescuing  patients 
from  death.  What  are  we  to  do  with  such  cases  ?  Is  there  no  new 
process  for  treating  these  aneurisms  more  available  than  any  yet 
eaUblished,  and  can  the  skill  of  the  whole  surgical  world  avail  noth- 
ing ?  Time  will  prove.  If  the  result  of  this  case,  with  all  the  favor- 
able infiuences  surrounding  it,  does  not  forever  put  to  rest  the  question 
of  the  impracticability  of  this  operation,  there  are  two  points  to  which 
I  would  direct  the  attention  of  the  inexperienced  who  may  wish  to  try 
H.  The  first  is  never  to  apply  a  ligature  upon  the  arteria  innominata 
within  an  inch  of  the  aorta,  because  it  is  utterly  impatsiUe  /or  any 
pdient  to  recover  after  that  operation.  The  second  is  to  cut  away  a 
portion  of  the  summit  of  the  sternum,  and  the  sternal  extremity  of 
the  clavicle,  whether  necessary  to  the  ligating  of  the  vessel  or  not. 
This  is  a  very  trivial  matter  so  far  as  the  duties  of  the  surgeon  are 
conoemed,  and  when  skilfully  performed,  can  not  to  any  conbiderable 
extant  enhance  the  danger  of  the  patient.  The  advantage  of  this 
step  is  that  it  gives  facilities  for  arresting  haemorrhage  by  pressure  that 
are  almost  incalculable,  and  was  the  cause  of  this  patient's  life  being 
protracted  to  a  much  greater  length  than  it  otherwise  could  have  been. 

I  write  for  those  who  are  inexperienced,  because  having  had  two 
terminating  in  the  same  way,  I  never  expect  to  have  more  ex- 


L861.]  McBbidi — Quinine  in  Pneumonia.  481 

ihead/'    for  the   treatment  of  an  asthenic  case  in  this  waj  would 
ilmost  snrelj  result  disastrously. 

In  asthenic  action,  which  is  by  far  the  most  common,  if  there  is 
nuch  pain,  which  frequently  is  the  case  at  first,  the  treatment  may  be 
K>mmenced  with  full  doses  of  pulv.  Doveri  and  camphor,  and  as  soon 
\%  the  skin  becomes  moist,  or  if  the  rhonchi  are  very  conspicuous, 
{uinine  should  be  freely  administered,  viz. :  two  to  three  grs.,  aocord- 
ng  to  the  urgency  of  the  case,  every  three  hours.  If  the  expectora- 
ion  is  very  copious,  this  dose  should  be  alternated  with  turpentine, 
en  to  twenty  drops,  two  to  three  hours  apart.  This  course  may  be 
'ollowed  till  the  case  improves,  when  the  turpentine  should  be  dimin- 
ahed  in  quantity  ;  or  if  it  affects  the  kidneys  too  much,  carb.  ammo- 
lia  with  camphor,  or  full  doses  of  gum  ammoniac  in  emulsion  may  be 
nbstituted.  The  quinine  should  be  continued  as  long  as  its  good 
sflact  is  manifest.  If  this  course  does  not  prove  to  be  enei^tic 
moagh,  as  will  be  shown  by  purple  lips  and  cheeks,  drowsiness  and 
requent  pulse,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  give  tr.  canth.,  M.  Ix.,  and  in  an 
KNir  or  two  M.  xl.,  and  repeat  in  this  sized  dose  from  time  to  time 
ill  the  symptoms  improve.  After  the  patient  has  rallied,  the  qui- 
line,  camphor,  etc.,  may  be  again  relied  on,  but  they  need  not  neces- 
(arily  be  suspended,  while  the  cantharides  is  being  used ;  but  when  the 
)atient  is  in  the  actual  state  of  congestion  which  demands  such  full 
loaes  of  the  cantharides,  quinine  is  of  very  doubtful  efficacy  ;  it  will 
lot  always  in  that  state  restore  the  lost  tone  of  the  capillaries,  but  act- 
ng  on  the  asthenal  trunks  will  increase  the  congestion — at  least  I  have 
it  appear  to  operate  thus  when  cantharides  would  improve  the 
in  fifteen  minutes.  In  a  case  recently,  where  deadly  congestion 
imminent  on  the  eighth  day,  I  applied  at  once  three  fly  plasters* 
uid  gave  at  the  same  time  full  sixty  minims  tr.  canth.  The  danger 
raa  soon  averted.  It  will  not  answer  to  falter  in  these  cases ;  the 
mly  just  rale  of  time  and  quantity  is  to  give  of  these  remedies  quan- 
:ity  enough  and  often  enough  to  effect  the  object. 

Although  quinine  is  an  invaluable  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  these 
caaes,  one  must  not  think  he  has  carrieil  stimulus  and  tonic  (or  seda- 
live,*  as  Dr.  Gibbs  calls  it,)  to  the  highest  point  when  this  remedy 
laa  accomplished  all  it  can.  There  is  a  point  beyond  which  quinine, 
izcellent  as  it  is,  will  not  go,  and  that  point  is  when  the  lungs  are  in 

*I  Uiink  the  Idc*  of  quinine  pfrforming  its  good  effect*  by  acting  m  a  wdatiTe  la  a  miataken 
mm.  Btrauaa  the  pnlae  la  lowered  In  fn^iuency  by  qnlnine  1«  no  proof  that  It  la  a  aedatiTe. 
k^tlna  are  **  medldnea  which  directly  depreaa  the  Tital  forctra/*  If  qninlne  la  a  aedatlTe,  ao 
«•  eaalhaiidea  and  turpentine,  for  nnder  the  use  of  both  theae  remediea  in  proper  caaea,  w« 

to  remore,  aad  the  palaa  to  lower  In  fkvqoency. 
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Proeeediiigt  of  the  Clermont  County  Medical  Aesoolation. 

Beported  by  J.  W.  Mbndrnhall,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

The  Clermont  County  Medical  Association  held  its  regular  eemi- 
annual  meeting  in  Batavia,  O.,  Mfty  8,  1861.  Present :  Drs.  Peaee, 
LymAn,  Coombs,  Scoville»  Anderson,  Crow,  Hopkins,  McChesney, 
Thomson,  Gordon,  and  Mendenhall. 

The  President,  Dr.  Pease,  taking  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
Tions  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  names  of  Drs.  Carmichael  and  Barber  were  presented  for  mem- 
bership, who  were  elected. 

On  motion,  the  following  amendment  to  the  constitution  was  adopt- 
ed :  "  That  in  the  name  of  this  organization  the  word  Society  be  sub- 
stituted for  Association^  so  that  it  shall  hereafter  be  styled  the  Cler- 
mont County  Medical  Society." 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  committee  to  nominate  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year :  Drs.  Lyman,  Mendenhall,  Thomson,  Anderson, 
Coombs,  and  Crew. 

Dr.  Coombs  reported  a  case  of  dislocated  shoulder  downwards  and 
forwards,  that  could  not  be  sustained  in  its  proper  position  after  reduc- 
tion. He  supposed  the  difficulty  arose  from  a  portion  of  tHc  capsular 
ligament  being  carried  back  behind  the  bone.  In  six  or  eight  weeks 
there  seemed  to  be  complete  recovery. 

Dr.  Gordon  reported  an  interesting  case  of  a  gunshot  wound  in  a 
boy  twelve  years  old.  The  ball  entei^  at  the  wrist,  passed  up  be- 
tween the  radius  and  ulna,  fracturing  the  former  in  two  places,  and 
came  out  above  the  elbow -joint.  Ho  cut  away  two  ounces  of  lacerated 
muscles  at  the  lower  orifice.  The  wountl  healed  by  first  intention,  ex- 
cept at  the  upper  orifice,  where  there  was  but  little  suppuration.  The 
boy  was  well  in  ^xe  or  six  weeks. 

Adjourned  until  1  o'clock  p«  h. 

A/iemoon  Session. — The  committee  on  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
reported  the  following  gentlemen,  who  were  duly  elected  :  For  Presi- 
dent, S.  L.  Scoville  ;  Vice  Presidents,  Drs.  Rogers  and  Anderson  ; 
Recording  Secretary,  J.  W.  MendenhaU;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
A.  C.  McChesney  ;  Treasurer,  J.  S.  Coombs  ;  Censors,  L.  T.  Pease, 
T.  B.  Crew,  and  D.  S.  Lyman. 
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traiy.     If  the  air  has  not  entered  in  too  great  a  quantity,  the  closnre 
of  the  wound  has  not  produced  any  marked  disturhance  in  the  respira- 
tory functions.     In  order  that  the  animal  should  die,  the  air  must  be 
blown  in  in  two  expirations  ;  and  still  it  happens  that  the  subject  re- 
sists for  a  little  while,  according  as  his  organization  may  have  some 
energy.     M.  Rey  placed  an  open  tube  in  the  jugular,  and  allowed  it  to 
remain  for  several  hours.     The  animals  submitted  to  this  experiment 
did  not  appear  to  experience  the  least  uneasiness.    The  sound  produced 
by  the  entrance  of  air  was  heard  from  time  to  time,  and  principally 
daring  inspiration.     In  sacrificing  a  great  number  of  glandered  horses 
by  blowing  air  into  the  jugular,  M.  Rey  has  still  obtained  analogous 
results.     Whether  the  air  is  injected  with  particular  instruments  or 
that  it  is  blown  through  a  tube  by  the  lungs,  a  large  quantity  is  neces- 
sary to  kill  the  animal.     Some  bubbles  are  not  sufficient,  and  often 
the  introduction  of  a  great  quantity  of  this  fluid,  repeated  several 
times,  pro<lucing  the  gravest  symptoms  and  a  general  perturbation 
indicating  a  speedy  death,  causes  only  slight  effects.     It  is  necessary 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  inspired  air  and  blood  through  the  opening 
in  the  vein,  a  phenomenon  which  is  observed  a  great  number  of  times. 
When,  after  the  bleeding,  we  ligate  the  vein  above  and  below  the 
wound,  death  is  certain,  and  is  produced  more  or  less  quick,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  air  injected,  and  the  power  of  resistance  of  the  ani- 
mal.—  Qaz.Mhd.  de  Lyon  (No.  4, 1861),  et  €ku.  Hebdomadaire. 


Ptrchloride  of  Iron, — M.  Lcroy  (d'Etiolles)  stated  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Department  of  the  Seine,  February  1, 
1861,  that  he  liad  seen  grave  accidents  follow  the  application  of  per- 
chloride  of  iron,  and  related  the  following  case  :  In  a  woman  suffering 
with  chronic  vaginitis,  he  introduced  into  the  vagina  a  series  of  dossils 
of  charpie  previously  plunged  into  the  normal  solution  of  perchloride 
of  iron.  As  a  consequence  the  patient  complained  of  acute  pains  and 
symptoms  of  peritonitis.  M.  Leroy,  writh  the  advice  of  Dr.  Pupier, 
extracted  the  dossils,  with  some  difficulty  ;  some  baths  allayed  the 
pains.  Rome  days  after,  the  patient  passed  through  the  vulva  an  in- 
complete cylindrical  membrane,  formed  by  the  vaginal  mucous  mem- 
brane. From  that  time  the  vaginitis  remained  cured,  but  returned  in 
consequence  of  a  persistent  uterine  catarrh. 

M.  A.  Richard  :  While  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge  that  per- 
chloride of  iron  has  some  advantages  in  certain  cases,  he  could  not 
admit  all  those  which  certain  gentlemen  attributed  to  it.  The  acci- 
dents which  have  been  observed  from  the  use  of  this  medicament  seem 
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nd  upward  of  the  left  big  toe,  with  a  wound,  and  escape  throngh  the 
round  of  the  first  metatarsal  bone.  Thei-e  was  also  an  incomplete 
axation  of  the  first  metatarsal  on  the  first  cuneiform  bone.  The 
•tient  was  27  years  old,  vigorous  and  stoutly  formed.  The  reduc- 
ion  of  this  double  luxation  was  accomplifthed  almost  immediately 
fter  the  accident,  before  inflammatoiy  swelling  had  time  to  appear. 
lie  foot  was  immediately  submitted  to  a  continued  application  of 
old  water.  After  several  days  of  fever,  agitation  and  want  of  sleep, 
Q  abscess  appeared  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot.  The  general  and  local 
finptoms  abated  promptly,  so  that  the  patient,  brought  to  the  hoapi- 
il  March  20th,  was  discharged  April  15th,  and  resumed  his  occupa- 
on  of  a  stable-boy  the  next  day.  Of  all  the  cases  published  to  the 
resent  time,  which  amount  to  twelve,  this  of  M.  Leteneur  is  the  most 
iccessful.  This  surgeon  has  not  made,  as  some  have  witnessed,  the 
repeniive  incision  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  counselled  by  M.  Laugier, 
rr  preventing  the  inflammation  which  develops  itself  infallibly  in 
da  region,  and  which  was  of  ^at  gravity  in  several  patients.  Nev- 
Iheleas  his  patient  has  been  cured  more  promptly  than  that  of  M. 
ao^er.  M.  Leteneur  will  be  then  disposed  to  wait  for  the  forma- 
on  of  pus  to  make  an  incision  ;  but  he  prefers  that  the  abscess  should 
)  opened  very  early,  while  it  is  limited  to  the  neighborhood  of  the 
>iiit.  He  advises  against  the  reduction  in  all  cases  when  it  can  not 
»  done  except  by  very  violent  efforts.  When  the  reduction  is  impos- 
ble,  his  course  is  not  to  resect  the  head  of  the  metatarsus,  advised  bj 
rmmer,  Liaugier  and  Larrey  ;  still  more,  he  does  not  advise  the  total 
>lation  of  the  metatarsus,  but  the  partial  resection  of  the  head  of  this 
one.  This  partial  resection  will  leave  intact  all  the  portion  of  the 
sad  of  the  metatarsus  which  is  in  connection  with  the  sesamoid  bones, 
ad  on  which  the  weight  of  the  body  is  borne.  Finally,  M.  Leteneur 
referred  to  the  ablation  of  all  of  the  head  of  the  metatarsus,  that  of 
le  great  toe  itself ;  for  after  the  loss  of  the  great  toe  the  patient  would 
e,  for  standing  and  walking,  in  better  condition  than  after  the  resec- 
ion  of  the  metatarsus. —  OtMZ,  HMomadaire, 


^^•^t* 


Veratntm  Vtride  in  Hysteria. — Thinking  it  an  important  indication 
3  control  the  circulation  by  cardiac  and  ai-terial  sedatives,  Dr.  G.  M. 
»Uple9,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  administered  in  a  case  of  violent  hysteria 
^Iden's  fluid  extract  of  veratnmi  viride,  six  drops  every  two  hours, 
idocing  the  dose  to  four  drops  three  or  four  times  a  day,  as  soon  as 
melioration  of  the  symptoms  followed.  The  effect  was  very  favora- 
le. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter, 
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Boston,  Mass.,  Jnly  8,  1861. 

Messrs.  Editors  :  —  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  the  last  week  in  May,  Dr.  John  Homans  was  re- 
elected President,  together  with  the  old  hoard  of  officers.  From  Ae 
report  of  the  Treasurer,  I  learn  that  the  outsets  of  the  Society  during 
the  year  were  «18,327.20 ;  income,  $17,190.55,  leaving  a  deficit  of 
$1,126.65.  A  recent  legacy  of  $10,000  will  add  to  its  annoil  in- 
come. During  the  year  fifteen  members  deceased,  at  the  average  ages 
of  sixty-three  and  one-half  years. 

Papers  presented  on  registration  of  zymotic  diseases,  and  subcuta- 
neous infections.  A  brief  report  of  a  tumor,  weighing  81  pound!, 
was  given,  with  a  promise  that  a  full  history  of  the  case  would  soon 
be  published.  This  tumor  was  removed  from  the  abdomen  of  a  man, 
aged  25,  at  a  post-mortem  examination.  A  cast  of  this  etiormons 
growth  was  exhibited. 

The  Annual  Address  was  to  be  given  by  Dr.  Kimball,  of  Lowdl, 
but  he  was  absent  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  Dr.  Perkins,  of  Newbnry- 
port,  came  to  his  rescue,  as  a  substitute,  and  gave  a  spirited,  eloqoe&t 
and  patriotic,  as  well  as  practical  address  upon  "The  duty  of  the 
physician  and  surgeon  on  the  day  of  battle  or  in  war."  The  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted : 

"  Resolved y  That  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  petition  the 
Legislature  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Health  of  vital  statis- 
tics, for  the  following  purposes : 

**  First,  To  have  the  general  oversight  of  the  sanitary  interests  of 
the  Commonwealth,  as  the  Boards  of  Education  and  Agriculture  ha^ 
over  the  interests  entmsted  to  their  supervision. 

"  Second,  To  have  charge  of  the  registration  law  of  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  and  to  prepare  the  annual  report. 

*•  Third,  To  have  the  charge  of  the  State  census  and  to  make  th« 
decennial  report. 

"  Fourth,  To  have  authority  to  visit  all  the  public  medical  and 
sanitary  charitable  institutions  in  the  Commonwealth  and  elsewhere, 
which  receive  patients  from  this  State,  and  make  a  general  annual 
report  of  their  condition  to  the  Legislature. 

**  Resolved,  That  every  member  of  the  Medical  Society  be  requested 
to  use  his  influence  with  the  Senators  and  Bepreseutatives  from  his 
district*  to  persuade  them  to  support  this  measure  in  the  Legislature. 

''  Resolved,  That  the  several  district  societies  be  requested  to  take 
action  in  behalf  of  this  measore  and  use  their  efforts  for  its  adopticm." 


/ 
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Dr.  Wm.  J.  Dale,  of  Boston,  has  been  appointed  Surgeon- General 
of  the  Massachusetts  forces. 

The  Medical  Commission  of  this  State  very  recently  made  a  visit 
to  the  forts  in  onr  harbor.  The  day  was  fine,  and  the  inner  as  well  as 
the  ouier  man  fared  sumptuously.  Some  fifty  physicians  enjoyed  the 
excvrsion  as  invited  guests.  Would  that  you  could  have  laid  aside 
jour  editorial  pen  for  once,  and  have  been  present,  to  bathe  the  heated 
brow  with  the  fresh  breezes  from  old  Ocean's  cooling  breath. 

The  eighteenth  report  on  the  registry  and  return  of  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths  in  this  State  during  the  year  1859,  with  observations 
upon  the  tabulated  abstracts,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Josiah  Curtis,  of 
this  city,  contains  a  vast  amount  of  statistical  matter,  which  can  only 
be  fully  appreciated  by  a  careful  and  patient  perusal.  In  so  short  a 
notice,  I  can  give  but  a  few  of  the  more  important  items. 

There  were  registered  during  the  year,  35,422  live-births  ;  739  still- 
births ;  11,475  marriages  ;  and  1^0,976  deaths ;  comprising  an  aggpre- 
gate  of  79,348  individuals,  aside  from  the  still-births.  The  number 
of  births  exceed  those  of  1858,  by  931  ;  marriages,  by  948 ;  and 
deaths,  by  200,  not  including  the  still-births.  The  records  exhibit  a 
dmiif  average  of  97  births,  31  marriages  and  57  deaths.  The  popula- 
tion of  Massachusetts  for  1860  was  1,231,536,  an  increase  of  99,166 
since  the  State  census  was  taken  in  1855,  or  only  8.153  per  cent ; 
while  during  the  five  preceding  years,  it  was  16.80  per  cent.  During 
the  period  from  1855-59,  the  excess  of  registered  births  over  register- 
ed deaths  numbered  55,912,  showing  that  70.3  per  cent,  of  the  in- 
crease of  population  in  the  State  during  the  four  years,  to  have  been 
from  excess  of  births  over  deaths  ;  and  that  29.7  per  cent,  of  this  in- 
crease is  due  to  excess  of  immigration  over  emigration.  The  mannmr 
of  taking  the  census  in  England  and  Wales  is  far  more  accurate  than 
in  this  country.  There  it  is  taken  in  a  tingle  dag,  employing  one 
enumerator  for  every  600  inhabitants  ;  here  it  requires  many  months, 
with  but  one  enumerator  for  every  20,000.  There  the  cost  is  940  per 
thousand  inhabitants  ;  here  855  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  1859  was  larger  than  that  of 
any  other  year  in  the  history  of  our  State.  It  was  931  above  that  of 
1858,  and  1,402  above  the  average  annual  number  for  the  five  previous 
years.  There  was  one  birth  to  34  persons  living  ;  while  in  England 
and  Scotland  it  was  1  to  29.  Still  the  birth-rate  varies  in  different 
connUes  and  cities ;  neither  is  it  uniform  throughout  the  year.  In 
dda  country,  more  births  take  place  in  the  first  than  in  the  last  half  of 
tha  year.    Tlie  reverse  is  true  in  England  and  Scotland,    The  propor- 
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tion  of  sexes  among  the  registered  live-bom  \$  104  maHes  to  100 
females ;  and  among  the  still-bom,  148  males  to  100  fmiales.  '  Among 
the  causes  of  this  piepoflfclerance  of  the  male  sex,  Dr.  Gartis  suggests 
the  excess  of  the  fige  of  the  male  parents.  This  opinion  has  receiTed 
corroboration  from  French  and  English  writers,  but  does  not  reeeire 
the  sanction  of  Dr.  Button^  of  Kentneky,  in  his  reports*  8till  inHW 
latter  State  the  proportion  of  males  is  110  to  100  females.  By  an 
approximate  method,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  difference  of  age  ia  3.^ 
years  in  favor  of  the  male,  at  marnage  in  Massacfansetts,  while  in 
Kentucky  it  is  S.8  years,  which  seems  to  corroborate  the  theory  of 
Ihr.  Gnrtisy  notwithstanding  Dr.  Sutton's  opinion.  There  were  287 
illegitimate  births  (56  less  than  in  1858),  119  males  and  118  females. 
There  were  two  cases  of  triplets — <one,  sex  not  stated,  the  others  ill 
females.  It  appears  that  the  number  of  children  tedt*n  to  AmenoM 
parents  is  lessening,  while  those  bom  to  parents  of  foreign  birth  ^tre 
increasing. 

The  number  of  registered  marriages  was  948  above  thai  of  1858; 
bat  was  643  less  Utan  the  average  annual  number  for  the  ^ve  prevfosi 
years.    The  marriage  rates  are  not  uniform^  through  the  difleieit 
seasons  of  the  year.    The  last  quarter  is  more  prolific  of  mani^ 
than  either  of  the  others.     The  second  quarter  presents  die  next  higln 
est  rate.    The  rates  range  from  1.4fi  percent,  (one  marria|^te70 
peraens  living)  in  the  Metropolitan  Division,  to  0.79  per  cent  (one 
ift  126  persons  living)  in  the  South  Eastem  Division ;  the  rate  intb 
entire  State  being  0.95  per  cent,  (one  marriage  in  106  persons  liviilg.) 
The  numbers  oifin^  fnarriapes  of  both  sexes  were  greater  than  d» 
nombers  of  the  same  dikss  l|ist  year ;  and  the  numbers  of  tuhugntii 
mmrriageM  were  lese.     84  in  100  men  entered  into  conjugal  relation  for 
the  first  time,  and-  91  in  100  women  beoaime  brides  for  the  first  time^ 
96  ia  100  bachelore  married  maids,  and  only  4  in  100  choee  bnd« 
who  had  been  brides  before.    66  in  100  widowers  selected  maids,  uA 
84  in  100  selected  widows.     89  in  100  maids  were  united  to  bacMor^ 
and  11  in  100  were  wedlocked  with]  widowers.    ^  in  100  widens 
were  chosen  by  bachelors,  and  58  in  10^1>ecame  the  lecipients  of  tibeis 
who  had  been  husbands  before.     Of  tifer  10  widowrtmder  20  years  of 
sige,  9  married  Imchdors,  and  of  the  86  widows  between  Ae  ages  of 
20  and  25,  no  less  that  74  married  bachelors  ;  tfhowing  conclasivelf 
ihe  avaUahUUi^  of  yftn^  widews.    The  following  are  sone  cases  of 
extreme  in  agea^  One  man  ageJ  81,  married  to  a  giri  of  12  ;  one  of 
85,  to  a  gbl  of  18 ;  one  of  58,  to  a  girl  o#  17 ;  one  of  53  (fifUi  mm^ 
liage)  to  a  miiU  of  1^;  a  badWer  niidsr  50,  to  a  maid  over  19 ;  a 
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widower  70,  to  a  widow  nnder  25.  There  were  14,001  American-borti 
persons  married,  and'8,251  foreign-Horn.  Of  these,  951  of  each  class 
intermarried.  In  Suffolk  County,  the  foreign  element  predominates 
in  marriage,  as  five  to/our. 

There  were  200  i^ore  deaths  recorded  than  in  1S58,  and  but  24 
below  the  average  annual  number  for  the  seven  prerions  years.  This 
gives  a  gradual  diminution  hi  the  ra^  of  mortality,  considisring  the 
increase  of  population.  The  rates  show  that  there  are  58  persons 
living  to  1  annual  death  ;  while  in  England  there  are  45,  and  in  Scot- 
land 50.  Dr.  Curtis  argues,  at  some  length,  upon  the  probable 
amount  of  sickness,  death,  and  unnecessary  tax  inflicted  upon  the 
community  for  the  want  of  proper  sanitary  regnlatidns.  This  is  a 
queiction  of  infinite'moment,  and  needs  the  best  energies  of  an  earnest 
and  intelligent  people.  As  usual,  the  cities  present  a  higher  rate  of 
mortality  than  the  rest  of  the  State.  July,  August  and  September  are 
the  most  fatal  of  any  in  the  year,  while  the  reverse  is  tru6  of  England 
and  Scotland.  The  percentage  oCthe  nativity  of  those  who  died  is  as 
follows:  American,  81.30;  fbreign,  15.56;  unknown,  8.14.  Hie 
death  rates  of  Boston  were  2.142  per  cent.,  while  in  the'mral  districts 
tfiej  were  only  1.598  per  ceift.  For  ten  years  in  EngTihd  and  Wales, 
IB  the  country,  the  rates  were  1.977  per  cent.,  and  in  tiondon  2.4ffi 
percent. 

Among  the  more  prominent  causes  of  death,  diseases  of  the  sfmotie 
dan  take  the  precedence,  numbering  5,416  deiths  ;  which  is  less  than 
At  average  for  the  previous  fivi« years.  The  d^ths  from  small-pox 
were  255,  against  12  in  1858:  Whooping-cough  was  fatttl  in  357 
CMes^  and  as  usual,  more  so  to  girls  than  boys,  there  beiHg  200  of  the 
former.  Scarlatina  produced  1,038  deaths;  13  less  than  in  1858. 
Typhoid  fever  w^  fatal  in  932  cases,  occurring  more  in  the  last  of 
Maimer  and  the  antuffinal  months,  and  afl^cdng  more  the  rural  dis- 
tricts than  the  cities.  Dysentery  proved  fatal  in  612  persons  ;  this 
shows  a  gradual  diminution  for  several  yeari.  Croup  numbers  over 
600  victims.  Intemperance  destroys  100  yearly,  under  the  name  of 
dcKrium  tremens.  Diphtheria  is  the  reported  cause  of  82  deaths, 
against  18  in  1858  ;  none  were  reported  in  1857.  I^  appears  that  in 
this  coontry  and  in  Europe,  more  females  die  from  this  disease  than 
sales. 

While  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  the  symotics  to  the  total 
deadM  from  all  causes  is  nearly  the  saml^  in  this  Stsite  and  in  England, 
diere  is  a  great  difference  in  the  fatality  from  constitutional  diseases, 
being  aeariy  2  to  1  in  favor  of  the  latter.    Comiimption  didi  its  work 
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upon  4,704  of  our  population,  which  is  more  than  one-fifth  of  all  the 
deaths  &om  all  causes.  In  England,  the  average  is  only  a  little  over 
12  in  each  100  deaths.  Dropsy  and  anaemia  produce  about  550  deaths 
annually.  1,308  deaths  are  reported  from  cancer,  for  the  last  five 
years  ;  of  this  number  306  were  in  1859.  '  In  1858,  there  were  report- 
ed in  England  6,433  deaths,  of  which  4,464  were  females.  About  tbe 
same  ratio  pertains  to  this  State.  A  majority  of  persons  dying  of 
cancer  are  over  45  years  of  age.  In  this  class  of  diseases  there  is  a 
striking  similarity  of  numbers,  from  year  to  year,  in  regard  to  fatality. 
The  same  is  also  true  of  local  diseases,  ranging  from  20  to  21  in  each 
100  deaths.  Of  this  group,  pneumonia  causes  about  four-fifths  of  the 
deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  from  the  organs  of  circulation  and 
digestion  was  larger  than  in  any  one  of  the  preceding  four  years. 
831  deaths  are  reported  from  cholera-infantum.  A  majority  of  the 
deaths  ascribed  to  old  age  is  invariably  of  the  female  sex  ;  while  to 
those  recorded  as  infantile,  the  reverse  is  universally  true.  During 
the  last  nine  years,  1,572  deaths  from  child-birth  are  registered.  To 
these  add  368  deaths  from  Metria,  and  we  have  1,940  fatalities  incident 
to  child-bearing.  Taking  the  number  of  births  registered  for  the  same 
time,  and  it  gives  67  deaths  to  every  10,000  children  bom  alive,  or 
66,  if  the  number  of  still-born  is  included.  In  England,  excluding 
the  still-births,  there  were  51  deaths  to  every  10,000,  during  12  years, 
from  1847-58  ;  which  shows  that  these  casualities  are  more  frequent 
here  than  there.  Deaths  from  violence  are  enumerated.  The  number 
of  homicides  was  18.  There  were  also  83  suicides.  The  percentage 
of  deaths,  from  all  causes,  is  greater  in  males  than  in  females. 

The  average  age  at  death  of  56,822  persons,  tvho  died  during  the 
last  sixteen  years  and  eight  months,  is  fifty  years,  nine  months  and 
eighteen  days. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  examine  the  tables,  in  regard  to  the 
occupation  of  those  who  have  died  ;  and  the  relation  of  the  meteoro- 
logical conditions  of  the  seasons  to  the  public  health,  as  well  as  the 
fluctuations  of  the  stock  market,  and  other  financial  matters,  as  bearing 
upon  the  physical  condition  of  the  community ;  but  space  will  not 
permit. 

To  appreciate  fully  a  report  of  this  kind,  with  the  vast  array  of 
facts  and  figures,  with  the  accompanying  explanations  and  deductions, 
to  fill  up  the  warp  and  woof,  it  is  essential  to  peruse  it  more  in  detail 
than  I  have  been  able  to  do  in  this  condensed  article. '  b. 
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A  Treatise  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine :  By  Edwin  R.  Maxsok,  M.D.,  formerlj 
Lecturer  on  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Qeneva  Medical 
College.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.     1861. 

As  we  learn  from  the  preface  to  the  hook  hefore  us,  it  **  consists  in 
part  of  a  course  of  lectures  delivered  hy  the  author  in  the  Geneva  Med- 
ical College."  The  author  also  tells  us  that  it  "  has  heen  arranged 
and  prepared  for  puhlication  in  part  from  an  earnest  solicitation  of 
members  of  the  medical  class."  We  have  a  number  of  most  excellent 
works  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  extant  —  some  of  them 
foil  and  voluminous,  some  of  them  brief  and  condensed  ;  we  have, 
therefore,  scarcely  felt  that  there  was  any  special  necessity  at  this  time 
for  a  new  work  in  this  department  of  medical  literature.  We  have, 
however,  examined  the  work  of  Prof.  Maxson  with  some  considerable 
care,  partly  with  a  sense  of  curiosity  as  to  what  might  be  the  claims 
for  its  acceptance,  and  partly  with  a  sincere  wish  to  do  entire  justice 
to  a  new  candidate  for  the  worthy  and  favorable  consideration  of  the 
profession. 

We  are  not  very  favorably  impressed  with  this  work,  and  we  doubt 
very  much  the  wisdom  of  Dr.  Maxson  in  appearing  before  the  profes- 
sion as  an  author.  In  matter,  it  is  incomplete  and  superficial :  it 
aims  at  being  a  somewhat  complete  system  of  medicine  —  in  this 
respect  it  falls  short ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  insufficient  as  a 
remembrancer  to  the  practitioner  or  as  a  handbook  of  practical  sug- 
gestions. Indeed,  we  do  not  see  in  what  respect  it  can  subserve  a 
useful  purpose  in  the  library  of  the  physician,  while  so  many  other 
better  books  are  quite  as  readily  in  reach. 

In  the  main,  the  publishers  have  done  a  good  part  in  the  getting 
up  :  the  binding  is  good,  the  paper  and  typography  good.  We  notice 
a  few  vexatious  errors  in  print,  but  the  general  appearance  is  attrac- 
tive and  satisfactory. 

For  sale  by  Robert  E.  Clarke  <Ss  Co.,  Cincinnati. 


• 

Mediejl  CommunicationSy  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Annual  Con- 
rention  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  held  at  New  Haven,  May  22nd 
and  23rd,  1861. 

The  annual  volumes  of  Transactions  of  the  various  medical  organi- 
sations of  the  country  have  assumed  a  marked  degree  of  character  and 
▼aloe  within  a  few  years  past.     Many  of  these  are  rather  local  in  their 
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importance,  bnt  most  of  ihera  contain  mallerB  of  interest  to  tho  ■ 
profeGsion.     In  tho  prCKCiit  volume  of  Gommimi cations  of  the  Car 
ti<tat,  8tiitfl  Hociety,  wo  find  first  an  interesting  ^ss&y  on  lA/^,  by  1 
Ashbcl  Woodward  —  it  is  tlie  annual  ndilrpsa  of  the  aiitlior  &8  Pn) 
dent  of  ihu  Society  ;  next  followH  an  eExay  on  Heredilaty  Preditj 
/ion,   by   Dr,   J.   B,   Lewis;   then   ihe    Sanilary  Report  of   Dr. 
Wilcox.     Biographical  notices  of  Drs.  William  Tulty,  George  y 
mour,  Frederick  W.  Shepherd,  Anson  Moody,  Reynold  Webb,  J 
William  B.  Tiorson,  are  also  incorporated  in  the  volume.     The  gi 
ral  pioceodin^'s  for  the  year,  the  list  of  officers,  members,  and  s 
reports,  nil  of  local  interest  and  character,  complete  the  contents. 


iHditor'iEi  stable. 

Tkt  NeiB  Corps  of  Brigade  Surgeonn. — As  iho  war  for  the 
progreKses,  everything  pertaining  to  its  medical  and  aiirgici 
acquires  increased  importance.  The  "  brigade  surgeons,"  which  jj 
to  be  oppointcd  in  apcordance  with  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Ew 
ining  t^urgeona  now  holding  its  sessions  in  Washington  Qity, ' 
become  a  very  important  part  of  the  snrgical  slafl'  of  ihn  naliM 
army.  Political  preference  and  perBonal  relations  have  had  li 
to  do  with  the  granting  of  "permits"  to  this  examination, 
time  may  come  for  holding  some  of  onr  public  fiinctionaric 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  down  to  tlic  representatives  of  the  i 
people,  to  a  rigid  account  for  certain  manifestations  of  fftvoriUl 
Still  the  examiners  are  undoubtedly  strict,  carcfol  and  honeat ; 
this  affords  suflicient  guarantee  in  the  main  for  the  vliaraet 
who  bear  and  will  pass  its  ordeal,  and  we  feiil  conlidcnt  that  tlie  \ 
pointees  will  be  well  qualified,  and  for  the  most  pail  accompli^ 


The  American  Medical  'H.mea  has  an  article  on  this  subject  ao  1 
timed  and  judicious  in  its  snggestions,  that  we  transciiho  from  U  J 
erally.  Thns  in  reference  to  the  requirements  and  deportm«ut  of  ■ 
Brigade  Surgeon,  the  Times'  remarks  are  to  the  point : 

"The  Brigade  Surgeon  will  he  on  the  stall'  of  thn  commiBdl 
general.  He  must,  therefore,  be  his  confidential  medical  ndviMr  i] 
matters  relating  to  the  personal  and  general  health  of  tbc  comma 
He  will  he  chief  of  the  regimental  medical  staff,  and  the  renponn 
sanitary  officer.  It  will  be  his  duty  to  esercisc  a  vigilant  ad<1  ^ 
foresight  in  providing  against  probable  and  possible  contiugoaciw ;' 
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thAt  the  medical  officers  are  famished  with  the  means  for  the 
correct  and  exact  performance  of  their  duty  ;  to  make  the  life,  health, 
and  physical  welfare  of  every  soMier  his  personal  and  anxious  care ; 
and  to  inspire  the  officers  and  men  with  that  confidence  and  respect 
which  are  sure  to  follow  the  able,  intelligent,  and  conscientious  per- 
formance of  duty.  He  should  live  on  terms  of  friendship  and  well- 
bred  cordiality  with  his  brethren  of  the  general  staff,  and  cultivate 
the  closest  professional  relations  with  the  regimental  medical  staff;  he 
ahonld  jealously  guard  their  interests,  rights  and  reputation,  and 
maintain  among  them  a  high  standard  of  professional  zeal  and  cour- 
tesy, and  faithfully  record  and  report  every  meritorious  and  heroic  act. 

'*  When  the  Brigade  Surgeon  is  assigned  to  duty,  he  should  report 
to  the  General  commanding  in  full  uniform,  and  completely  appointed 
in  all  rcspectfi.  He  should  be  well  mounted,  and  attended  by  a  first- 
rate  body  servant.  His  saddle,  bridle  and  shabrack  should  be  accord- 
ing to  regulations,  and  of  the  best  kind  and  quality.  He  should  wear 
uniform  always  when  on  duty  with  troops,  and  observe  scrupulous 
neatness  in  his  personal  appearance.  His  servant  should  be  a  good 
cook,  be  able  to  cut  hair,  groom  a  horse,  take  care  of  clothing,  and 
wash  when^  necessary.  He  should  be  strong,  healthy,  honest  and 
cheerful.  An  officer  filling  an  important  and  responsible  position, 
should  never  be  annoyed  or  fatigued  by  personal  details  or  by  doing 
anything  for  himself  which  can  bo  done  by  a  servant.  It  is  of  great 
importance  to  a  medical  officer  that  he  preserve  the  sofiness  of  his 
hands  and  the  sensibility  of  the  ends  of  his  fingers,  as  the  finger  is 
the  best  probe  in  gunshot  wounds,  and  is  the  surgeon's  eye  in  the 
deep,  dark  and  bloody  chasms  made  by  shot,  sabre  and  shell.  For 
this  reason  he  should  be  cai-eful  of  the  use  of  his  hands,  and  always 
wear  in  riding  thick  buckskin  gloves. 

"  His  relation  with  the  General  will  be  that  of  an  adviser  purely. 
If  the  General  sees  fit  to  disregard  his  advice,  and  disaster  follow,  the 
responsibility  will  rest  .with  him  and  the  military  necessities  of  the 
case.  All  official  communication  should  be,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
in  writing,  and  carefully  recorded,^^ 

"  The  relations  of  the  Brigade  Surgeon  and  the  regimental  staff 
will  be  more  complicated,  as  they  will  combine  the  rights  and  inde- 
pendence inherent  in  the  republic  of  science  with  the  authority  apper- 
taining to  military  rank.  Any  difficulty  or  collision,  howevf  r,  can 
be  avoided  by  mutual  justice  and  good-will ;  and  the  Brigade  Sttrgeon, 
if  he  is  ever  called  upon  to  exercise  despotic  authority  in  a  profession- 
al matter,  will  of  course  assume  the  entire  responsibility.  Immediate- 
ly upon  entering  on  his  duties,  and  when  the  regimental  staff  have 
reported  to  him,  he  should  invite  them  to  his  quarters  for  friendly, 
informal,  professional  conference.  If  no  military  reasons  prevent,  a 
society  for  mutual  improvement  should  be  formed,  in  which  individual 
experience  could  be  collected,  condensed,  and  rendered  available  for 
present  guidance  and  future  publication.  All  the  new  and  more  im- 
portant points  in  military  surgery  should  be  discussed,  the  rules  of 
operating  and  the  surgical  anatomy  of  operations  rehearsed,  and  the 
rsoeiit  works  read  and  considered,  point  by  point  and  case  by  ease. 
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"  The  Bngnde    Sui^eon    most  be  preparcl  to    furnigh    i 
scientific  information,  ond  give  advice  and  agsistance  in  »ny  c 
difficulty  or  danger.     For  tbese  objects,  he  Ebould  be  ptori ' 
the  latent  and  best  scientific  books,  and  witJi  a  eomplele  ei 
sUiimeats,  which   must    contain    everything  which  can  poss^bM 
required, 

"  Among  the  iudisponsoblo  booka  should  be  included  &  i 
siaed,  but  excellent  plates  of  surgical  anntomy  :  Gray's  J 
Kllis's;  Fraser  on   wounds  of  ihs  eh  est  ;  Williamson  i 
wounds;    Guthrie  (last  edition);  Bi-mard  and   Hiiette,   Ktruind 
Esmarch  and   8 (ah am ;    Triplor  and  Binrltinau;    Prof.    H&milC 
book;  hyon's  Hand-book  of  Hospital  Practice;  the  Reports  a 
British  Sanitaiy  Commission  to  the  East,  in  1H55  and  1851),  Ucli 
Notes  on  the  Surgery  of  the  Crimean  war.    A  Dispensatory,  j 
and  Praelicfl  should  be  found  with  every  regiment. 

"  As  a  general  rule,  where  time  is  allowed,  the  same  law 
observed  in  the  brigade,  which  obtains  in  first-class  metropolilaa 
hospitals — that  of  a  general  consultation  on  all  capita!  ca«e«.  Il 
must  be  a  very  rare  cose  in  which  the  8Ui-geon*in-chief  will  be  coIIhI 
npon,  in  virtue  of  his  rank,  to  decide  against  the  seHiSe'of  a  gcniral 
consultation.  As  a  rule,  no  capital  operation,  excepting  on  ilut  fidi 
should  be  performed  without  his  sanction,  and  not  then,  when  be  it 
present. 

"  On  the  eve  of  a  bottle,  the  brigade -surgeon  and  the  regimenUl 
f?taff'  should  meet  for  finaf  deliberation,  and  systematic  disposition  flf 
the  force  and  means  at  their  command.  If  possible,  them  shoald  be 
but  one  field  hospital  for  the  brigade.  The  site  will  be  selected  Ij 
the  general,  and  there  the  beet  operators  and  the  best  anatomiiu 
should  be  stationed,  with  proper  assistants.  Aesislant-sui^n* 
should  be  detailed  to  follow  up  the  line  of  battle,  accompanie'l  bj 
hospital  orderlies  and  ambulances  or  horse  litters,  to  snccor  the  wonitil- 
ed  as  they  fall,  and  to  select  the  eases  to  be  sent  to  the  field  h<^piui' 
Every  medical  officer  on  this  duty  should  bo  provided  with  the  mniii> 
of  stopping  heemorrhage.  Hiwehonld  have  artery  needles  in  hii 
])Ocket-case,  and  persulphate  of  iron  in  the  hospital  kunp«ai-k,  besidw 
"^i  store  of  brandy,  morphia  and  opium,  in  convenient  forms  for  in»t«w' 
idmini  strati  on,  and  an  ample  supply  of  chloroform.  Tliis  houorablc 
f^itnd  heroic  task  should  be  shared  by  the  assist  ant -surgeons  in  taWi 
snd  should,  according  to  circnni stances,  be  personally  supervi 
the  brigade  surgeon.  It  will  be  an  immortal  honor  to  have  LJejj 
important  artery  and  saved  an  ebbing  life  under  a  tire  of  grapi 
canister.  With  every  train  of  wounded  dispatched  to  general  h 
tal  in  the  rear  (often  many  miles)  a  medical  officer  shonld  be^ 
well  supplied  with  the  means  of  supporting  life,  checking  Mcidl 
hiemoiThage,  and  relieving  pain,  As  soon  as  a  battle  coinni 
becf-tca  should  be  prepared  in  large  qaantities  by  cutting  np  ihi^ 
of  the  horses  which  have  been  killed,  in  lieu  of  ox-be«f,  if  U 
nhsent  or  scarce,  in  a  barrel,  and  adding  hydrochloric  acid  ftiid  i 
The  wounded,  in  the  painful  journey  to  the  rear,  and  nwaitiog  «_ 
tion,  will  lie  wonderfully  suslaiiied  and  rufrctihod  by  this  flni*!  d 
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ment»  and  the  horrible  thirst  of  the  wounded  (which  is  but  acute 
hunger)  will  be  effectually  and  most  advantageously  appeased.  The 
mortality,  after  field  operations  even  of  the  gravest  character,  will  be 
diminished  in  a  remarkable  manner  if  sufficient  support  and  nutrition 
are  supplied  between  the  two  points  of  injury  and  operation,  and  the 
reception  into  general  hospitals.  If  the  veins  are  supplied  with 
healthy  nutrition,  they  will  have  less  temptation  to  absorb  pus. 

"It  is  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  a  code  of  signs  can  not  be 
adopted,  by  means  of  which  the  surgical  history  of  each  case  can  be 
written  with  a  pencil  of  nitrate  of  silver  upon  some  parts  of  the  cuta- 
neous surface,  to  be  transcribed  and  rendered  by  the  hospital  surgeon 
who  receives  it.  At  all  events,  when  possible,  an  assistant  surgeon 
should  act  as  recorder  at  the  field  hospital,  and  take  the  necessary 
notes  of  each  case  presented  and  operated  upon. 

**  The  Brigade  Surgeon  should  not  rest  after  a  battle,  until  he  is 
satisfied  that  none  are  left  on  the  field  who  can  be  relieved  ;  and  he 
should  detail  a  medical  officer  to  superintend  the  burial  of  the  dead 
from  humane,  as  well  as  sanitary  considerations.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  add,  that  wounded  enemies  are  to  receive  the  same  surgical  care 
and  attention  as  friends,  with  the  single  exception  that  the  latter  have 
precedence  in  order  of  time." 

7%«  Military  Hospital  of  Cincinnati. — This  Hospital,  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Mussey,  assisted  by  Drs.  John  A.  Murphy  and 
Chas.  L.  Avery,  has  been  the  means  of  doing  a  great  deal  of  good  to 
the  sick  soldiers.  More  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  patients  have 
been  received  and  treated.  Of  this  number,  two  have  died.  One  was 
brought  to  the  hospital  in  a  dying  condition,  and  the  other  succumbed 
from  bronchitis,  the  sequel  of  measles.  At  present  some  sixty  patients 
are  under  treatment,  suffi)ring  with  dysenteiy,  diarrhoea,  pneumonia. 
There  are  also  several  who  have  received  accidental  wounds,  on  the 
railroads,  and  from  the  careless  use  of  firearms.  The  probability  is 
that  the  Government  will  take  the  hospital  under  its  charge.  The  citi- 
zens of  Cincinnati,  as  also  some  good  people  from  various  interior 
towns  of  the  State,  deserve  all  praise  for  their  liberal  contributions. 
The  ladies  of  the  city,  especially,  are  deserving  of  the  greatest  regard 
for  their  labors  in  nursing  the  sick  soldiers.  Dr.  Wright,  Medical 
Director  U.S.A.,  has  inspected  the  hospital,  and  expressed  himself 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  equipment,  medical  direction,  nursing  and 
care  of  the  hospital.  Every  thing  done  has  been  a  free-will  offering 
for  the  sick  of  our  brave  soldiers.  At  present,  there  are  in  the  hos- 
pital soldiers  belonging  to  the  Fourth,  Tenth,  Twelfth  Ohio  Volun- 
teers ;  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Indiana,  the  First  and  Second 
Kentncky,  and  the  Second  German  Regiment  of  Cincinnati.  We  can 
not  omit  to  mention  the  handsome  hum  realized  from  a  concert  given 
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b;  the  Cecilia  Society  ol  the  city,     A  concert  ie  nlxo  Aboat  to  be  gifil 

I  Pike's  Opera  House,  as  wc  go  to  press,  at  which  some  two  hnn- 

red  persona  of  the  best  talent  have  volnateen-ii.     We  ore  Lhua  p«r- 

(icniiir  in  onr  Btatemcnts  of  tliis  hospital,  oh  muny  of  our  rcaditrs  f 

more  or  Icbb  interested,  and  from  tlie  fact  that  certain  persons  4 

neeled  with  the  urniy  did  all  in  their  power  to  brook  it  down.  ^ 

publications  in  the  daily  press  And  by  fnlso  representations  to  tb«  H 

■'(Mrs  of  the  various  reginicnts,  by  these  pernona,  many  sick  soldien 

e  kept  in  Camp  Dennison,  in  miserBhle  baildings,  nulil  their  hutdlh 

''  ifl  permanently  impaired,  and  were  at  last  »!nt  to  the  hospital. 

dne  time  we  shall  give  names  and  facts,  when  we  foci  si 

sons  will  receive  their  proper  estimate  from  the  people. 
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The  Board  of  Beallk  aitd  Health    (^cer  of  Cindnnali. — titne«4 
last  isKue  the  City  Gonncil  hm  repealed  the  ordinance  organizii 
Board  of  Health  and  appointing  n  Health  Officer.     The 
canse  of  this  action  is  the  necessity  of  economiaing  the  publte  fon^s. 
Great  disKutisfoctiou  has  existed  in  the  profession  and  the  pnhlic 
the  law,  and  partiiMikrly  eo  in    regard  to  tlio  manner  in  which  iha 
Bealth  Officer  woe  apjioinlod.     Mueh  as  the  city  needs  the  xervu 
a  well  educated  and  competent  health  officer,  we  do  nut  imagine 
dufTcr  much  from  the  repeal  of  the  late  ordinance,  and  the  aholiii 
the  ofiioe  of  Health  Officer.     The  desiin'  has  and  does  exist  that 
competent  meilical  man  ahontd  fill  the  oflice,  and  that  he  sbooli 
vote  luE  entim  time  to  its  duties.     This  the  Inte  officer  did  not 
The  intention  of  those  who  urgo<l  the  passage  of  the  ordiuanco  wa«  w 
pressed  to  this  effect  to  the  Council. 

We  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  have  a  Boaidrf 
Health  ojganized,  compoaed  of  intelligent  gentlemen  who  know  •< 
thing  of  sanitary  science.     When  this  is  done  we  ahall  ha' 
tent  person  appointed  as  health  officer,  whose  advice,  suggestioni 
reports  will  ho  of  some  scrvicfl  to  the  city.     Although  the  city  iv, 
of  the  most  healthy  in  the  country,  ranch  remains  to  be  dgae  by 
the  average  mortality  might  bo  decn.'a8ed. 

A  new  Medical  Journal. — We  have  just  rcoeivod  the  first  nuta 
the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  aitd  Reporter.     It  is  a  a 

monthly  of  thirty-two  pages,  edited  by  Julius  F.  Miner.  M.D., 
geon  to  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital,  and  puhliiihed  at  the  very  H 
erale  price  of  one  dollar  per  annum.  The  first  niimbirc  oppoKrs  <i 
aud  we  {dnw  it  on  our  exchange  list  with  pleasure. 
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Armjf  Surgeons  in  the  Field. — Prom  a  receut  statement  we  learn 
that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Indian  Mutiny  until  the  fall  of 
Lacknow,  the  number  of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  killed  and 
wounded  in  action  was  17.  There  were  killed  at  Lucknow  alone,  2 ; 
wounded  severely,  2 ;  total,  4.  Killed  at  Jhansi,  1 ;  severely  wound- 
ed, 1 ;  both  in  the  same  regiment.  Of  the  Arrah  party,  after  the  other 
two  officers  were  killed,  Assistant- Surgeon  Clarke  of  the  Thirty-fifth 
R^ment  commanded  until  ho  was  himself  mortally  wounded.  It 
wag  Surgeon  Hone  (Victoria  Cross,)  of  the  Ninetieth  Regiment, 
who  commanded  the  party  of  Coqlies  when  cut  off  from  the  column 
at  Lacknow  ;  and  it  was  Assistant- Surgeon  Wilson,  of  the  Seventh 
Regiment,  who  saved  the  life  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  at  Inker- 
mann.  It  is  then  fairly  asked,  why  are  not  Army  Surgeons  equally 
rewarded  with  other  officers,  since  they  are  equally  exposed  ?  Why 
should  there  bo  no  brevet,  which  is  at  least  harmless  in  its  operation  ? 
There  was  one  in  the  late  Company's  service  at  last,  and  we  concur 
in  the  regret  expressed  that  it  is  not  still  in  force. — London  Lancet, 


A  New  Year  for  the  Cleveland  Medical  Gazette. — ^The  subscribers  to 
the  Cleveland  Medical  Gazette  will  bear  in  mind  that  a  new  year  be- 
gins with  the  July  issue.  Those  who  have  remitted  to  Dr.  Weber 
for  their  second  year,  will  take  due  notice  and  govern  themselves  ac- 
cordingly, that  such  payment  expires  with  June  of  this  current  year. 
Sabscribers  may  forget  this,  inasmuch  as,  from  convenience  to  all 
parties,  a  new  volume  was  begun  with  January,  1861.  The  sub- 
Kcribers  to  the  Lancet  and  Observer  and  Cleveland  Medical  Gazette 
have  had  more  matter  each  month  of  the  present  year,  by  about  eight 
pages  per  month  (in  quantity)  than  was  agreed  upon;  and,  as  we 
■till  give  full  matter  and  try  to  be  as  prompt  in  all  respects  as  possi- 
ble, we  trust  each  subscriber  of  each  journal  will  make  unusual  exer- 
tion to  sustain  the  publishers  in  this  time  of  pecuniary  trial  and  em- 
barrassment. 


Jhr.  Henry  Martin,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  was  some  time  since  ordered 
to  Fortress  Monroe,  to  superintend  the  vaccination  of  troops.  Gen. 
Botler  has  very  wisely  placed  the  entire  matter  of  inspecting,  vacci- 
nating and  revaccinating  all  the  troops  under  his  command,  under  the 
■uperTuion  of  Dr.  Martin,  who  is  eminently  fitted  for  the  performanoe 
of  thia  duty,  having  given  his  special  attention  to  the  subject  of  vacci- 
aatioQ  for  a  number  of  years,  and  his  arrangements  being  such  as  to 
•eciire  him  an  abundance  of  fresh  virus  at  all  times. 


MO 
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AppointrntrUl  in  tht  Army  and  yavy. — Pre.  Thoa.  J.  Ketni 
Goildttnl,  of  Cinc-tunali.  have  been  appointed  Ai>BiNls&t-&ur}| 
the  Nary,  and  havu  huun  ordcrui]  to  thu  gun-bonls  at  Loaicvilk^d 

Dr.  Nixon,  of  Columbia.  Hsmilton  Co.,  lias  been  ajFpdf 
Burgeon  to  Co1.  John  Gropeberk's  Rcgimcot;  Dr.  McAnhl 
Wilmington,  Clinton  Co.,  bas  boon  sppoinicd  Assiitant-ijurg 

Dr.  Saal,  of  Cincinnati,  a  horn  as  opat  hist,  has  hccu  (w 
foi-raetl)  appoinloU  Surgeon  to  the  Second  Qormau  Begimeutil 
Moore,  of  ibis  city.  We  imagine  the  Wur  DHpartineiit  wJlljfl 
Bomelbing  to  esy  of  this  nppointmant. 

We  nndcrstand  that  Dr.  Qrecnlenf,  late  AssititBDt'Stn 
the  Fifth  Rcginicnt,  0,y.,  having  passed  an  ^Katnination  beToM 
Army  Medical  Board  in  New  York  city,  has  been  commisBioi 
Assiatant-Snrgeon,  U.S.A. 

Gov.  Yates,  of  Illinois,  has  appointed  the  following  gntB 
an  Examining  Boanl  for  applicants  for  Surgcoa«  and  Aai 
Surgeons  to  the  Illinois  Volunteers  in  the  U.  S.  seiTicu: 
A.  Johnson,  Chicago,  President;  Dra.  Boyan,  (iSycamora),  I 
(Paris).  Roakoden,  (Peoiia.)  and  Wing,  (ColliaBon.) 

Dr.  Wm.  J.  Dale,  of  Boston,  is  8urgeon-Genei«l  of  the  foil 
Uassachueetts. 

JJraUhmiUe's  Retrospect  for  Juiy,    1861, — Published   by  ^ 
Townscnd,  39  Walker  street,  Now  York,  ia  on  our  table.     W«  J 
say  notliing  of  this  reprint,  so  valued  and  familiar  ha.s  it  beea 
the  entire 


Br.  Bly't  Artificial  Ze-/*.— In  our  last  issue  we  called  altenti^ 
the  circuUrof  Dr.  BIy.  who  has  opened  an  office  iu  Cincinnati fl) 
manufacture  of  artificial  legs.     By  a  mistake  the  circalar  0 
peai'ed  in  a  limited  portion  of  that  number.     The  mistake  is  ci 
this  month,  and   oar  readers  are  again  referred  to  the  ciruular,J 
appears  connected  with  oar  advertising  ebeet. 


Medical  Examining  Board  far  the  Slate  of  Maine. — We  Icam  ft<* 
the  Boston  Mtdical  and  Unrgicat  Journal,  that  Dr.  AIoiiko  GarrtlMi 
Hospital  Surgeon,  Dr.  H.  H.  Hill,  of  Angnsla,  Drs.  Wm.  Wood  •O'i 
J.  T.  Gihnan,  of  Portland,  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Bradbiny.  of  OIJw*». 
constitute  the  Medical  Board  of  the  Slate  of  Maine,  to  ejtaminc  caadi- 
dates  for  appointnients  as  surgeons  and  assistant- SUTgOons  of  tht  ti(t' 
ments  of  thut  Slate. 
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Pro/.  H,  R,  Oushinpf  who  has  gone  with  the  anny  as  surgeon  to 
the  Seventh  Regiment  of  our  SState  Militia,  will  return  in  time  to  fill 
bis  chair  in  the  Cleveland  School  at  its  next  session. 


Obituary. — Henry  Gray,  the  eminent  anatomist,  and  author  of  the 
popular  text-book,  died,  recently,  in  London,  of  confluent  small-pox, 
iged  thirty-six. 

—  In  Zanesville,  Ohio,  April  29th,  Washington  Moorehead, 
li.D.     The  deceased  was  an  old  and  highly  respected  practitioner. 


Medical  Officers  of  Public  Boards  of  Philadelphia. — On  the  organi- 
mtion  of  the  Board  of  Prison  Inspectors,  Philadelphia,  Dr.  J.  B. 
Biddle  was  elected  President.  On  the  same  day,  July  3d,  the  Board 
)f  Health  also  organized  by  electing  Dr.  Paul  Beck  Godard,  Presi- 
lent,  and  Dr.  James  McCrea,  Secretary. 


Ohio  Military  Surgeons — Their  Examinations. — Having  remarked 
(ome  time  since  that  these  examinations  were  conducted  by  written 
loestions  and  answers,  a  correspondent  wishes  to  know  the  character 
)f  these  questions.  It  would  be  difficult  to  answer  this  query  if  we 
lad  the  whole  lists  before  us.  Each  group  of  candidates  had  the  same 
ist  of  qtlcstious  ;  but  each  separate  or  fresh  group  had,  of  course,  a 
'resh  list  of  questions  submitted. 


Changes  in  (he  Faculty  of  the  Cleveland  Medical  College.  —  Prof. 
John  Delaniater  has  been  appointed  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Midwifery  and 
Patholog)'.  The  friends  and  patrons  of  the  Cleveland  College  will 
rejoice  to  see  by  this  that  the  venerable  Dclamater  still  retains  his 
x>nnection  with  this  Institution.  His  health  will  not  permit  him  to 
^ve  an  entire  course  on  his  department,  but  he  will  continue  to  give 
I  goodly  number  of  lectures  on  some  of  his  favorite  subjects.  Long 
may  he  thus  be  spared  to  disseminate  the  fruits,  if  only  in  fragments, 
Df  experience  gained  by  the  faithful  and  conscientious  professional 
labors  of  more  than  half  a  century. 

Dr.  H.  U.  Cushing,  formerly  Adjunct  to  the  Chair  of  Midwifery, 
lias  been  appointed  Prof,  of  Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Dclamater,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica,  has  resigned,  and 
Dr.  Alleyne  Maynard  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Prof.  Maynard*s 
jiialities  as  a  gentleman,  scientific  physician,  and  a  fine  and  eloquent 
^eaker,  will  eatabliah  for  him  soon  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  teacher 
tf  medicine. 
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Br.  S.  G.  Armor,  of  Dayton,  has  accepted  the  chftir  of  Institutes  of 
Medicine  and  Materia  Medica  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Micliigan.  This  creates  a  vacancy,  again,  in  the  Medicil 
College  of  Ohio  ;  we  have  not  heard  any  name  announced  to  fill  the 
place. 

Decennial  Index  to  the  London  Lancet. — The  American  pnhlbher  of 
the  Lancet  has  just  issued  a  Decennial  Index  of  that  journal,  embnc- 
ing  the  years  1851  to  1860.  This  will  prove  valuable  and  conve- 
nient to  the  old  patrons  of  the  Lancet,  as  a  matter  of  reference.  It  is 
mailed,  postage  free,  on  receipt  of  the  price,  Jifty  cents,  by  Mr.  J. 
Herald,  24  Ann  street,  New  York  ;  and,  as  we  understand,  it  is  mailed 
free  to  those  regular  subscribers  who  receive  their  copies  direct  from 
the  publisher. 


SotUhern  Exchanges  and  Postal  Facilities. — Postal  facilities  being 
suspended  with  the  seceding  states,  has  made  a  serious  derangement 
in  the  affairs  of  journalists.  We  have  had  a  paying  list  of  Southern 
subscribers  for  many  years  that  we  feel  loth  to  part  with  ;  we  shall 
retain  sufficient  numbers  of  our  journal  to  complete  the  files  of  these 
subscribers,  and  mail  to  them  upon  the  return  of  peace.  We  greatly 
miss  our  Southern  exchanges  also  ;  some  of  them  are  honorable,  high- 
toned  and  valued  friends,  and  we  look  forward  with  sincere  anxiety  to 
the  time  when  we  shall  be  again  able  to  welcome  their  familiar  faces 
to  our  editorial  table. 


Gutta-Percha  was  discovered  by  Dr.  Montgomery,  an  EngW 

physician,  while  traveling  among  the  Malays. 

The  French  Emperor  has  forbidden  any  more  experiments  bj 

vivisection  va  the  Schools  of  France,  and  particularly  in  the  Veterin- 
ary School  at  Alfort. 

The  London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  says,  that  in  reply  to 

the  circular  of  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  Df- 
Kidd  has  sent  to  the  Secretary  the  particulars  of  thirty-six  deaths  (toth 
inhalation  of  sulphuric  ether,  two  from  inhalation  of  nitric  ether,  »n^ 
two  from  amylene.  Dr.  Kidd  agrees  with  M.  Trousseau,  that  ether 
is  one-third  more  safe  than  chloroform  as  an  anaesthetic. 

The  health  of  the  troops  in  Western  Virginia  continues  good. 

From  reliable  information  received  from  the  regiments  enlisted  in  «"* 
city  (Cincinnati),  the  Fifth,  Sixth,  Ninth  and  Tenth,  (all  three  y««« 
men,)  the  health  is  remarkable.  The  Second  German  Regiment,^ 
rottle  for  Washington,  departed  in  excellent  condition,  leaving  hut  fi^ 
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in  the  military  hospital.  This  sanitary  state  is  very  remarkable 
when  we  remember  that  the  troops  have  been  exposed  to  great 
hardship. 

One  of   that  class  of  charlatans  who  disregard  all  palpable 

forms  of  deception,  and  at  once  appeal  directly  to  man's  love  of  the 
marvelloas,  is  jnst  now  turning  the  heads  and  rifling  the  pockets  of 
the  chronics  and  cripples  of  New  York.  He  discards  all  remedies, 
and  relies  entirely  npon  the  touch  of  his  inspired  finger^.  He  is  very 
devout,  and  is,  of  course,  anxious  to  use  this  divine  power  for  the 
good  of  his  fellows.  His  door  is  besieged  alike  by  the  poor,  and  the 
rich,  who  find  ready  admittance.  Although  he  has  practised  his  ait 
for  several  weeks,  there  is  no  marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  the 
incurables,  and  still  the  public  furor  continues  unabated,  fanned  by 
the  daily  papers.  Such  credulity  and  actual  stupidity  as  are  mani- 
fested by  those  who  become  dupes  of  this  impostor,  are  humiliating 
to  witness. — Am,  Med.  T^mes, 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  the  Surgeons  and  Assistant-Surgeons 

<^  the  army  have  shown  their  bravery,  and  fidelity  to  their  patients,  in 
the  late  battle  at  Bull's  Run  in  Virginia.  We  learn  from  the  reports 
in  the  papers,  that  several  of  them  refused  to  leave  the  sick  and 
wounded  on  the  field  and  in  the  hospitals,  and  were  consequently  taken 
prisoners.  All  honor  to  them.  Little  will  be  heard  of  the  brave 
deeds  of  medical  men  in  the  daily  papers,  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to 
hsre  to  record  this  fact.  Among  the  deeds  of  daring,  of  courage  and 
heroic  suffering,  we  feel  assured  the  medical  staff  will  win  laurels  and 
honorable  mention.  We  had  laid  aside  the  names  of  those  faithful 
surgeons  who  refused  to  leave  their  patients,  but  have  misplaced  them. 
We  shall  give  them  in  our  next  number. 

A  case  was  recently  tried  in  an  interior  town,  in  which  the  de- 
fendant, a  quack,  was  charged  with  malpractice,  in  the  treatment  of 
disease  of  the  uterus.  It  was  alleged  that  he  was  accustomed  to 
diagnose  a  tumor  of  the  uterus  in  every  case,  and  that  on  the  first 
examination  he  would  contrive  to  introduce,  unobserved,  a  piece  of 
irnw  meat.  He  then  began  to  make  local  applications,  and  in  due 
tiae,  aflsr  mnch  offensive  discharge,  and  no  little  discomfort,  the 
oAsndiag  substance  would  escape,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  sufferer. 
In  this  case  the  patient  was  struck  with  the  resemblance  of  the  tumor 
lo  a  piece  of  meat,  and  took  it  to  a  physician,  who  submitted  it  to  a 
■aaoseopical  examination,  when  its  nature  was  discovered.  The 
iMli  of  the  trial  was  a  verdict  of  tl,000  against  the  defendant. — 
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snlphatc  of  iron,  twelve  grains  ;  extract  of  nux  vomica,  six  grains  ; 
divide  into  twenty  pills,  of  which  one  should  be  taken  three  times  a 
day.  For  the  child,  the  tincture  of  aconite  was  reduced  to  six  drops, 
and  the  gargle  used  as  a  lotion  by  means  of  a  probang. — Amer,  Med. 
Monthly. 

Prof.  II.  L.  Byrd  applies  two  or  three  leeches  over  the  parotids,  if 
the  child  is  strong  and  robust,  and  much  heat  and  tumefaction  is  ob- 
served about  the  throat  and  neck,  taking  care,  however,  to  arrest  the 
haemorrhage  a»  soon  as  the  leeches  drop  off.  A  plaster  of  common 
tar,  mixed  with  a  little  olive  oil  or  lard,  is  next  spread  upon  a  piece 
of  cloth  two  or  three  inches  wide  and  five  or  seven  inches  long,  and  a 
thinly  carded  bat  of  fine  cotton,  or  a  piece  of  cotton  wadding,  is  laid 
over  the  surface  of  the  tar  ;  this  is  applied  to  the  throat,  and  secured 
by  a  bandage  or  handkerchief  over  the  top  of  the  head.  Where  the 
child  is  not  robust,  this  plaster  is  the  first  remedial  procedure.  Next 
comes  a  powder  of  calomel  and  ipecac,  from  one  to  two  grains  of  the 
former,  with  one-eighth  to  one-quarter  of  a  grain  of  the  latter,  accord- 
ihg  to  age,  every  two  hours  during  the  stage  ot  febrile  excitement.  As 
foon  as  the  skin  grows  soft,  a  dose  of  from  one  to  two  teaspoonfuls 
of  castor  oil,  and  from  six  to  twelve  drops  of  spirits  turpentine,  should 
be  given.  'After  the  action  of  the  oil  and  turpentine,  from  one  to  tWo 
grains  of  citrate  of  quinine  and  iron  are  administered  every  two  hours. 
Hhould  secondary  fever  arise,  the  calomel  and  ipecac  are  resumed,  and 
the  same  course  pursued  as  in  the  first  instance,  except  that  oil  and 
turpentine  are  given  every  morning.  The  only  unpleasant  effect  ob- 
served in  connection  with  this  method  has  been  occasional  irritation 
of  the  bowels,  which  is  readily  overcome  by  Dover's  powder  and 
chalk.  When  debility  or  prostration  ensues,  or  where  the  case  has 
presented  the  asthenic  type  from  the  beginning,  essence  of  beef,  mutton 
broth  or  oyster  soup  are  resorted  to,  with  as  much  red  pepper  as  the 
patient  can  be  induced  to  take.  Wine  whey,  freshly  prepared  two  or 
thnte  times  a  day,  is  to  be  used  as  often  as  the  system  may  seem  to 
require  its  sustaining  influence.  Veratnim  might  probably  be  used 
with  much  advantage,  to  lessen  the  momentum  and  force  of  the  arte- 
rial circulation,  in  the  sthenic  variety  of  the  disease.  The  throat  claims 
regular  and  proper  attention  throughout  the  entire  case.  Occasionally, 
in  su<lden  attacks.  Prof.  Byrd  has  used  nitrate  of  silver,  either  in  the 
§olid  form  or  in  strong  solution  ;  generally,  however, 'he  prefers  mu- 
riatic acid,  which  may  be  applied  in  its  strength,  or  diluted  with 
water,  as  occasion  (Icniands.  A  camePs  hair  pencil,  or  other  soft 
hrufth,  should  be  used  for  this  purpose.  It  will  seldom  be  necessary 
to  make  more  than  one  appli  ation  of  the  strong  acid,  during  the 
twenty-four  hours.  A  gargle  should  be  applied  aftenvard,  every  two 
or  thiw  hours,  prepare<l  in  this  manner  :  to  half  a  pint  of  strong  sage, 
blmckbcrry  root,  or  oak -bark  tea,  add  two  drachms  of  powdered  alum 
ot  borax,  from  Half  an  ounce  to  one  ounce  of  pyrol igneous  acid,  and 
two  tablespoonfuls  of  honey.  Apply  with  a  camel's-hair  brush,  or  a 
•oft  mop  made  of  cloth,  where  the  child  is  too  young  to  gargle.  Should 
the  disease  extend  to  the  posterior  parts  of  the  nose,  this  mixture  may 
be  injected  through  the  nostrils,  by  means  of  a  small  syringe,  several 
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times  a  day.  In  aggravated  cases  of  this  character,  a  solution  of  ten 
or  fifteen  grains  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  an  ounce  of  rose  water  has  been 
substituted  with  satisfactory  results.  When  the  tar  plaster  produces 
too  much  irritation,  more  soothing  applications  should  be  used.  Prof. 
Byrd  never  saw  or  knew  a  recovery  after  the  application  of  fly  blis- 
ters to  the  neck.  Emetics  may  be  used  occasionally  to  free  the  trachea 
and  larynx  of  accumulated  offensive  matter ;  their  prostrating  effect 
must  be  counteracted  by  proper  stimulants  and  other  restoratives.  In 
complication  with  scarlatina  or  erysipelas,  the  muriated  tincture  of 
iron  is  a  valuable  remedy.  From  three  to  eight  drops,  according  to 
age,  may  be  given  in  a  little  flaxseed  tea,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 
Other  complications  are  to  be  met  by  such  remedies  as  are  suited  to 
them. —  Oglethorpe  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

Dr.  J.  0.  Calhoun,  of  Ringgold,  Geo.,  writes  that  the  following 
treatment  has  proved  very  efficient  in  his  neighborhood  :  Two  table- 
spoonfuls  of  fresh  tar,  mixed  with  the  yolk  of  an  eg^,  are  spread  on  a 
piece  of  coarse  cloth,  covered  with  a  piece  of  old  muslin,  and  applied 
to  the  throat.  This  plaster  is  renewed  every  eight  hours.  Adults  use 
a  strong  decoction  of  cayenne  as  a  gargle  every  two  hours ;  children 
have  a  weaker  decoction  applied  to  the  throat  with  a  mop.  This, 
together  with  keeping  the  bowels  in  a  soluble  condition,  i/^ill  as  cer- 
tainly cure  diphtheria  as  quinine  will  arrest  intermittent  fever. — Natk- 
ville  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 

5.  Tannic  Acid  as  a  Local  Remedy  in  Diphtheria, — Dr.  S.  S.  Scoville, 
of  Bethel,  Ohio,  treated  some  twenty  cases  of  diphtheria  with  tannin  in 
solution,  from  ten  to  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  according  to 
the  severity  of  the  attack.  This  was  applied  to  the  throat  every  throe 
or  four  hours,  by  means  of  a  swab  or  probang.  In  regard  to  general 
treatment,  "the  case  made  the  remedy."  Sulphate  of  quinine  and 
chlorate  of  potassa  were  used  in  almost  every  case,  but  the  first-named^ 
not  often  until  the  acute  symptoms  began  to  disappear.  Average  time 
that  medical  attention  was  necessary,  six  days  ;  relapses  two,  deaths 
none.  While  Dr.  Scoville,  from  this  experience,  regards  tannic  acid 
as  one  of  the  best  local  agents  in  diphtheria,  he  yet  admits  that  it 
proves  of  little  value  in  young  children  where  the  disease  becomes 
croupy. —  Ohio  Med,  and  Surg.  Jour. 


SURGICAL. 

6.  New  Method  of  Treating  Anthrax.—  Dr.  R.  T.  Blackley  relates 
(J)uhl.  Med.  Press)  a  case  of  anthrax  with  a  view  of  illustrating  a  new 
mode  of  treatment,  which  he  recommends.  He  found  in  the  countiy 
a  worn-out  old  man  about  sixty  years  of  age,  with  an  enormous  an- 
thrax between  the  scapula  and  the  spine.  The  doctor  made  a  full  and 
free  crucial  incision  through  the  tumor  and  ordered  a  large  poultice. 
The  next  day,  while  examining  the  slough,  the  idea  presented  itself,  that 
the  slow  process  of  its  separation  would  destroy  the  life  of  the  patient, 
while  it  might  be  possible  to  save  the  same  by  artificial  separation  of 
the  morbid  mass.    Taking  a  forceps  and  soi^sors.  Dr.  B.  ripped  away 
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the  entire  slongb  from  the  sound  parts,  going  as  close  as  possible  to 
the  latter  withoat  wounding  them,  and  drawing  the  edges  of  the  wound 
into  contact  with  adhesive  plaster,  he  covered  the  whole  with  a  band- 
age. In  a  couple  of  days  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  united  through 
two-thirds  of  their  extent,  and  in  the  course  of  a  week,  with  the  assis- 
tance of  porter,  wine  and  animal  food,  a  central  wound  not  larger  than 
a  floria,  and  on  the  high  road  to  cicatrization,  remained. — Amer.  Jour, 
a/ the  Med,  Sciences. 

7.  Anesthetic  Properties  of  Bromide  of  Potassium. — Dr.  Guersant. 
surgeon  to  the  Paris  Hospital  des  Enfans  Malades,  has  found  that  the 
administration  of  this  salt  in  subdivided  doses,  to  the  amount  of  ten 
grains  daily  for  a  certain  period,  will  produce  a  state  of  anesthesia, 
more  or  less  complete,  in  all  the  parts  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
throat  and  pharynx,  enabling  the  surgeon  to  perform  any  operation  on 
these  parts  without  the  employment  of  chloroform. — London  Lancet, 

8.  Iodized  Liquid  for  Disinfecting  Wounds. —  Dr.  Marechal,  of 
Calve,  prescribes :  Iodine,  fifteen  and  a  half  grains  ;  iodide  of  potas- 
sinm,  thirty-one  grains ,  distilled  water,  three  pints.  Apply  com- 
presses soaked  in  this  liquid  fo  the  wounds,  changing  them  several 
times  a  day,  or,  without  changing  the  compresses,  keep  them  saturat- 
ed with  the  iodizeil  solution. — Druggist,  from  RepM.  de  Pharm, 

9.  Vapor  of  Iodine  against  Indolent  Ulcers. — During  the  last  three 
▼ears,  nearly  all  the  indolent  ulcers  occurring  at  the  U.  S.  Marine 
Hospital  at  Philadelphia  have  been  treated  by  the  vapor  of  iodine. 
The  result  has  been  more  satisfactory  than  with  any  other  method. 
The  advantages  thus  obtained  are  :  cleanliness  and  facility  of  applica- 
tion, rapidity  of  cicatrization  and  destruction  of  the  odor,  the  iodine 
acting  as  a  disinfectant  like  chlorine.  The  manner  of  using  it  is  as 
follows  :  dress  the  ulcer  with  simple  cerate,  spread  on  lint ;  take  from 
one  to  four  grains  of  iodine,  according  to  the  size  and  degree  of  indo- 
lence of  the  ulcer,  folded  in  several  layers  of  lint,  and  place  it  over  the 
first  layer ;  cover  this  with  a  piece  of  oiled  silk  and  tin  foil,  which 
•hoald  be  large  enough  to  extend  beyond  the  edges  of  the  ulcer,  and 
secure  them  by  a  roller.  The  warmth  of  the  member  speedily  vapor- 
UKs  the  iodine,  and  a  sensation  of  warmth  is  perceived  by  the  patient 
on  the  nlcerated  surface.  If  applied  in  too  large  quantity,  or  too 
directly  on  the  surface,  the  iodine  acts  as  .an  escharotic.  Care  is 
therefore  requiretl  in  this  respect. — North  Amer.  Med.-Chir.  Review. 

10.  Reduction  of  Luxations  of  the  Head  of  the  Humerus  by  Manipu- 
Uikm. — Prof.  U.  H.  Smith  has  found  appropriate  manipulation,  with- 
out eztenftion  or  counter-extension,  the  best  means  of  reducing  tha 
liULation  named.  Judicious  elevation  and  rotation  of  the  hnmeros 
overcomea  the  contraction  of  the  muscles  and  causes  the  bone  to  retam 
to  its  proper  place.  Elevate  the  humerus  as  much  as  possible,  or  at 
least  to  a  right  angle  with  the  body,  and  flex  the  fore-arm  at  a  right 
angle  with  the  arm,  so  that  the  palm  of  the  hand  will  present  to  the 
pAtieat'a  abdomen.  Then  seizing  the  wrist  with  one  hand,  and  the 
•«tgicAl  neck  of  the  humerus  with  the  other,  noe  the  fore-arm  as  a 
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dngong-oil  are  entirely  factitious,  being  probably  mixtares  of  a  vege- 
table oil  with  some  solid  animal  fat.  Besides,  it  does  not  seem  to 
possess  any  decided  advantage  over  cod-liver  oil,  and  its  principal  re- 
commendation in  Australia  is  its  being  a  colonial  product.  An  exten- 
sive export  will  be  prevented  by  the  high  price  of  the  article,  and  it 
looks  as  if  the  animal  furnishing  the  same  was  going  to  bo  destroyed 
in  a  few  years. — London  Chem.  News. 

14.  Propylamin,  the  new  remedy  for  rheumatism  introduced  last 
year  by  Dr.  Awenarius  of  St.  Petersburg,  has  been  tried  during  nine 
months  by  several  physicians  at  Alexandria,  and  the  result  is,  as  Dr. 
H.  Stabler  says,  that  ''  it  established  its  reputation  among  us  as  an 
indispensable  remedy.*'  It  has  been  administered  in  fifty  cases,  with 
the  most  marked  effect,  seldom  failing  to  give  relief  in  twenty-four  or 
thirty-six  hours  in  acute  cases,  and  a  longer  time  in  chronic  rhenma- 
tism. — Journ,  of  Pharm. 

How  is  it  with  the  employment  of  this  agent  on  our  continent? 
Have  no  trials  been  made,  yet  or  is  the  experience  gained  not  ripe  for 
publication  ?  We  would  like  to  hear  a  little  about  the  efficacy  of  this 
drug.  One  case,  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Quittcnbaum,  Cleveland,  re- 
rahed  negatively,  but  the  propylamin  was  given  in  the  undiluted  state, 
and  the  diagnosis  was  rather  doubtful.  Besides  the  chances  of  seeing 
liere  proper  cases  have  greatly  increased  since  the  introduction  of 
Rossian  steam-baths. 

15.  Sanguinaria  Canadensis  (Bloodroot.) — In  an  essay  lately  read 
before  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  Dr.  Gibb  discussed  the  natural 
history,  properties  and  medical  uses  of  this  plant,  which  was  first  re- 
ierred  to  in  1635,  by  Jacob  Cornuti.  The  only  officinal  part  is  the 
rhizome,  an  analysis  of  which  shows  it  to  contain :  sanguinarina  (an 
alkaloid  discovered  by  Dr.  Dana,  c^nd  containing  the  active  principle 
of  the  plant)  ;  porphyroxin  (first  extracted  by  Riegel ;  analogous  to  the 
same  principle  discovered  by  Merck  in  opium)  ;  puccine  (a  third  prin- 
ciple first  isolated  by  Mr.  Wayne  of  Cincinnati)  ;  chelidonic  acid,  an 
orange-colored  resin,  fixed  oil,  fecula,  saccharine  and  extractive  water, 
vegetable  albumen,  liquin  and  a  little  gum.  Experiments  made  by 
Dt9.  Gibb  and  Fenwick  indicate  that  bloodroot,  in  a  concentrated 
form,  is  extremely  irritating,  affecting  principally  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stDmach  and  bowels.  An  excessive  quantity  acts  as  a 
poi^>on  and  produces  violent  vomiting,  a  burning  sensation  in  the 
stomach,  tormenting  thirst,  faintness,  vertigo,  indistinct  vision  and 
alarming  prostration  of  strength.  In  regulated  doses,  its  properties 
are  those  of  an  emetic :  nauseant,  expectorant  and  diaphoretic.  A 
narcotic,  sedative,  stimulant  and  alterative  property  is  occasionally 
exerted.  As  an  emmenagogue  it  has  long  been  known,  and  it  is  used 
ai  an  escbarotic  and  errhine.  As  an  emetic  and  expectorant  it  is 
highly  valuable  in  various  chest  and  throat  affections,  and  has  been 
employed  in  pneumonia,  phthisis,  bronchitis,  catarrh,  asthma,  croup, 
diphtheria,   cymanche    maligna    and   pertussis.      As   a   diaphoretic, 

and  alterative,  it  is  administered  in  many  diseases  in  which 
are  indicated.     In  scarlatina,  rheumatism,  jaundice,  dyapep- 


MfkHons, 


1861.]  Editoriol  AbsiracU  and  M/kHons,  511 

London,  resolved  to  trj  them  against  scrofnlons  affections.  .  He  pre- 
pared the  phosphate  of  lime  hy  adding  phosphate  of  soda  to  muriate 
of  lime  in  solution.  Of  the  product  he  administered  one»  two,  three 
grains,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  to 
scrofulous  children  with  ulcers,  impetigo  of  the  head  and  ophthalmia. 
8ix  cases  of  which  the  details  are  given,  show  a  surprising  success. 
After  having  resisted  in  most  instances  a  long  and  judicial  treatment, 
all  the  ulcers  and  the  eruption  healed  in  a  short  time  and  the  case  of 
ophthalmia  improved  considerably  under  the  internal  use  of  the  phos- 
phate alone,  no  topical  means  whatever  being  employed.  It  is  un- 
derstood, however,  that  the  scrofulous  diathesis  itself  is  not  ameliorat- 
ed by  this  treatment. —  Oglethorpe  Med,  and  Surg,  Journ. 

18.  Mesenna,  a  new  anthelmintic.  On  the  occasion  of  its  presenta* 
tion  befoits  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  this  agent  was  claimed 
to  have  the  power  of  destroying  the  parasite  without  deranging  the 
stomach  or  disturbing  the  functions  of  any  other  organ.  M.  Cout- 
bon,  a  French  naval  surgeon,  who  accompanied  an  exploring  expedi- 
tion to  tlic  Red  Sea  coasts,  says  that  the  mesenna  resembles  the 
Acama  Lebbeck  [!]  of  Linnaeus  and  should  be  classed  with  the  genus 
Albizzia.  The  powdered  bark  of  the  tree  is  used,  in  doses  of  one  or 
two  ounces,  made  into  a  mixture  or  paste. — London  Lancet. 

19.  Liriodendron  Tidipl/era,  (Tulip  tree.  Poplar.) — The  bark  of 
this  beautiful  native  tree  is  a  stimulating  diaphoretic  tonic,  with  con- 
siderable antiperiodic  virtues.  The  cold  infusion  acts  as  a  diuretic. 
Tlie  bark  of  the  root  is  to  be  preferred.  Its  value  in  intermittents  and 
other  paroxysmal  diseases  is  abundantly  established.  It  has  had  con- 
siderable reputation,  also,  in  the  cure  of  chronic  rheumatism  and  gout, 
probably  from  its  diaphoretic  properties  combined  with  its  tonic  in- 
flaence,  and  the  same  combination  has  recommended  it  in  dysentery, 
especially  in  the  advanced  stages,  as  well  as  chronic  diarrhoea.  For- 
merly, and  perhaps  at  the  present  time,  in  some  parts  of  our  country, 
it  was  employed  as  a  domestic  remedy  for  worms.  Dr.  Young  states 
(Eberle*9  Tkirap.)  that  he  has  never  known  it  fail  in  a  single  case  of 
this  kind.  We  have  reasons,  however,  to  believe  that  its  anthelmin- 
tic properties  are  not  greater  than  those  of  the  bitter  tonics  generally. 
Like  them  it  is  very  certain  to  prove  laxative  or  cathartic  in  consider- 
able doses  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  resinous  principle  in  the  bark 
renders  the  same  somewhat  irritating  and  even  cathartic  in  certain 
conditions  of  the  gastro-intcstinal  mucous  membrane.  In  many  cases 
the  stomach  will  only  tolerate  it  when  accompanied  by  a  few  drops  of 
laudanum  or  some  other  opiate  preparation.  In  many  parts  of  the 
West  this  bark,  in  combination  with  dogwood,  is  steeped  in  brandy 
and  taken  as  a  remedy  as  well  as  preventive  of  fever  and  ague,  with 
marked  success. 

Dr.  Emmet  (Phil,  Journ.  of  Pharm.,  vol.  3,  1832)  thought  he 
hmd  found  the  active  principle  of  the  bark  in  what  he  called  lirioden- 
drine  ;  but  the  active  principle  is  more  probably  of  a  volatile  nature. 
The  preparations  are :  powder,  fluid  extract,  tincture,  wine,  syrup. 
The  powder,  though  it  has  been  generally  employed,  is  objectionable 
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and  boiled  ten  minntes  ;  then  the  uric  acid  is  added  in  fractions,  the 
mixture  agitated  with  a  spatula  and  the  boiling  continued  for  an  hour, 
with  the  addition  of  sufficient  water  to  pi-eserve  the  measure  ;  the 
liquor  is  then  poured  off,  filtered,  an  equal  measure  of  water  poured 
on,  boiled  twenty  minutes  and  again  filtered.  Unite  the  liquors  and 
e%*aporate  to  dryness  by  a  gentle  heat.  A  yellow  colored  salt  results, 
partly  amorphous  and  partly  crystallized  in  brilliant  tables,  easily 
Bolnble  in  boiling  and  not  water,  much  less  so  in  cold  water.  The 
mathor  says  it  cures  intermittents  better  than  the  sulphate,  in  a  smaller 
doae,  and  has  less  tendency  to  produce  the  singing  in  the  ears  and 
oerebral  excitement ;  it  is  also  less  bitter  and  more  acceptable  to  the 
stomach.  Dose  :  from  three  to  three  and  a  half  grains  in  twenty-four 
hours. — MonU.  des  Sci,  Med,  et  Pharm. ;  Amer.  Journ,  of  Phatm, 

23.  Double  Iodide  of  Iron  and  Quinia, — Dissolve  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  sulphuret  of  barium  in  hot  water,  and  filter  ;  add,  in  small 
quantities,  tincture  of  iodine,  to  precipitate  the  sulphate  and  form 
iodide  of  barium  ;  filter,  then  warm  to  evaporate  the  alcohol  and  add 
in  small  quantities  a  concentrated  solution  of  sulphate  of  quinine  ;  filter 
and  add  a  solution  of  one  pint  of  proto-iodide  of  iron  (one  part  to 
three  parts  of  water. )  Upon  wanning,  the  iodides  of  iron  and  quinia 
deposit  together  and  form  the  double  iodide. 

Pilis  of  Double  Iodide  of  Iron  and  Quinia. — ^r.  Double  iodide,  ten 
grammes ;  honey,  ten  grammes  ;  liquorice,  in  powder,  q.  s.  Make 
sixteen  pills.  Dose  :  from  two  to  six  pills  a  day.  If  used  in  the 
form  of  a  syrup,  the  dose  is  from  one  to  two  spoonfuls  a  day.  Much 
employed  in  scrofulous  affections,  chloroois,  pulmonary  diseases,  etc., 
and  in  all  cases  where  cinchona  and  iron  are  prescribed. — Bull.  Gin.  de 
Tkerap.;  Druggist. 

24.  P'dh  of  Iodide  of  Iron.  —  In  addition  to  the  many  formulae 
already  existing  for  this  preparation,  the  following  have  been  i-eccntly 
pablished.  Dupasquier  recommends  (Journ.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Chimie, 
vol.  36,  281)  to  add  honey  and  gum  arabic  to  a  6*lution  of  iodide 
of  iron,  to  evaporate  it  to  a  proper  consistence,  and  to  form  a  mass 
with  the  addition  of  marsh  mallow.  Mr.  Blanchard  avoids  the  evap- 
oration, but  uses  honey.  These  pills,  however,  become  soft  very  soon, 
and  as  honey  is  liable  to  decompose,  it  will  act  on  the  iodide  and 
render  the  pills  worthless.  Tlie  proposition,  therefore,  of  M.  Demiqne, 
to  substitute  sugar  of  milk  for  the  honey,  must  be  considered  an  im- 
provement. His  pills  contain  the  same  quantity  of  iodide  of  iron,  and 
almost  the  same  excess  of  metallic  iron  as  Blanchard's,  and  if  dried 
well  and  enclosed  in  well-stoppered  bottles,  need  no  coating  for  their 
preservation. 

A  formula  of  Mr.  E.  Lander  has  been  used  to  satisfaction  for  some 
time  past :  eighty-three  grains  of  pure  iodine  are  gradually  added  to 
thirty -ei^ht  grains  of  pulverized  iron,  moistened  with  one  drachm  of 
distilled  water,  in  a  moderately  waim  mortar.  After  the  iodine  is  en- 
tirely converted  into  the  iron  salt,  which  is  shown  by  its  greenish 
color,  throe  drachms  of  sagar  of  milk  are  added,  and  with  a  sufficient 
qoaatity  (three  drachms)  of  some  absorbing  powder,  a  mass  formed, 
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6oar,  or  as  much  as  necessary,  are  added  to  it  and  well  stirred  until  a 
uniform  paste  is  produced,  which  is  cooled  and  immediately  mixed 
with  two  ounces  of  Hager's  Syrupus  cum  Phosphoro. — The  Druggist, 

OBSTETRICAL. 

29.  Xature  and  Treatment  of  Puerperal  Fever. — According  to  Prof. 
Barker,  of  New  York,  there  is  a  direct  and  intimate  connection  he- 
tireen  this  disease  and  true  erysipelas,  the  materies  morbi  of  the  latter 
ODdoubtedly  giving  rise  to  the  former.  It  is  a  specific  disease  of  the 
blood,  net  generis,  eminently  communicable  from  one  person  to  an- 
other. In  what  consists  the  toxacmic  condition,  is  not  known  ;  we 
can  only  judge  of  the  poison  by  its  effects.  The  disease  is  produced 
by  the  contagion  of  erysipelas,  by  the  products  of  putrescent  decom- 
position, and  in  some  cases  by  epidemic  influences.  Though  always 
presenting  sufficiently  characteristic  features,  it  varies  in  many  of  its 
manifestations  in  the  same  epidemic  in  difierent  localities,  and  in 
di£forent  epidemics  in  the  same  locality.  It  sometimes  overwhelms 
the  vital  forces  so  completely  and  rapidly  as  to  produce  death  within 
a  few  hours  after  its  onset.  All  autopsical  lesions  are  the  results  of 
the  disease,  not  the  disease  itself ;  they  differ  in  different  epidemics. 
Puerperal  peritonitis  characterizes  itself  by  the  absence  of  pain,  venous 
injection,  sero-punilent  or  sanguineo-purulent,  flaky,  offensive  exuda- 
tion. The  more  severe  the  attack,  and  short  the  course  of  the  disease, 
the  fewer  are  the  pathological  appearances  found.  As  to  treatment, 
an  attempt  should  be  made  in  the  early  stages,  if  possible,  at  elimina- 
tion of  the  materies  morbi  (venesection  or  calomel),  if  the  case  admits 
il«  which  rarely  happens.  Veratrum  viride  should  be  employed  to 
control  vascular  action,  combined  with  opium — preferred  in  the  form 
of  liegendie's  solution — in  quantities  as  large  as  could  be  borne.  At 
the  same  time,  the  system  should  be  supported  by  free  stimulation, 
especially  in  the  latter  stages  ;  this,  though  placed  last,  is  probably 
the  most  important  indication  of  all.  In  case  of  an  anticipated  epi- 
demic of  the  disease.  Dr.  Barker  is  in  the  habit  of  giving  quinine  as 
a  prophylactic. — Jour.  Mat.  Med, 

80.  Lead  Poisoning  producing  Abortion. — A  statistical  investiga- 
tion of  Prof.  P.  Dubois,  of  Paris,  shows  that,  out  of  141  prognnncies 
in  females  under  the  influence  of  lead,  82  abortions  took  place ;  in  4, 
premature  confinement  occurred  ;  in  5,  the  children  were  still-born ; 
in  20,  the  children  died  in  the  course  of  the  first  year,  in  8  during  the 
second,  in  7  in  the  third. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

31.  Juice  of  the  White  Onion  curing  Ovarian  Dropsy. — In  a  case 
related  in  the  Bordeaux  Journal  of  Medicine^  the  patient  was  fifty  years 
of  age,  and  had  suffered  two  years  from  encysted  dropsy  of  the  ovary. 
Rational  therapeutical  measures  were  resorted  to  for  a  fortnight  with- 
out benefit,  and  the  patient  being  terrified  at  the  thought  of  cauteriza- 
tion and  puncture.  Dr.  Venot  had  recourse  to  the  juice  of  the  white 
oskum^  recommended  by  Seire,  Costco  and  Larramea.  While  all 
other  medicines  were  discontinued,  no  food  or  ordinary  drink  permit- 
ted, half  a  glass  of  the  juice  of  the  white  onion  was  given  morning 
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and  evening,  in  a  cup  of  milk  sweetened  with  sugar.  Dnring  the  daj 
two  other  ciips  of  pure  milk  were  allov;ed.  In  eight  days  the  urine 
became  regularly  copious,  the  swelling  of  the  abdomen  subsided,  and 
in  a  month  and  a  half  the  patient  was  rid  of  her  dropsy. — American 
'Med.  Gaz. 

32.  Puerperal  Convtdsions. — Dr.  S.  H.  Stout,  of  Midbridge,  Tenn., 
considers  the  prime  cause  of  these  convulsions  to  be  in  the  failure  of 
the  organic  instincts  to  stop  the  production  of  more  nutritive  material 
than  is  needed  by  the  mother's  organism,  when  the  fcetus  ceases  to 
appropriate  it.  The  removal  of  the  superabundant  nutritive  material 
by  venesection  is  the  remedy  for  this  terrible  disease.  There  is  an 
enhanced  excitability  of  the  nervous  system,  produced  by  the  circula- 
tion of  a  fluid  overcharged  with  nutriment  and  plastic  material.  Li 
this  state,  slight  causes  (fear,  anger,  pain,  etc.)  excite  spasms  ;  indeed, 
they  may  occur  without  any  exciting  cause.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
extensive  and  repeated  bleeding  is  urged  in  all  cases  of  puerperal  con- 
vulsions, no  matter  whether  they  appear  under  the  apoplectic  or  hys- 
terical form,  in  stout  and  plethoric  or  apparently  weak  and  anzemic 
patients.  In  five  cases,  of  which  the  details  are  given,  bleeding  and 
rebleeding  were  practiced,  taking  a  very  great  amount  of  blood,  until 
the  convulsions  are  conquered.  All  the  patients  made  a  good  recoY- 
ery.  The  usual  advice,  to  deliver  forthwith,  is  declared  futile,  and  a 
compliance  with  it  in  many  cases  impossible. — Nashville  Jour,  of  Med. 
and  Surgery. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  editors  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal  main- 
tain that  excessive  blood-letting  in  puerperal  convulsions  is  not  in 
accordance  with  the  dictates  of  modern  science,  but  utterly  opposed  to 
them.  Repeated  blood-letting,  in  the  same  case,  they  consider  either 
preposterous  or  worse.  Chloroform  or  ether,  the  warm  bath,  prop- 
*  erly  selected  narcotics,  or  even  stimulants  in  their  modem  use,  have 
wonderfully  lessened  the  terrors  and  dangers  of  this  foimerly  often 
fatal  difficulty. 

33.  Belladonna  shortening  Labor.— Dv.  B.  F.  Barker  g^ves  a  table 
of  147  cases  of  labor,  in  all  of  which  belladonna  had  been  given  for 
the  purpose  of  dilating  the  os  externum  by  comparatively  painless 
contractions.  The  extract  was  given  in  one-quarter-grain  doses,  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  commencing  about  two  weeks  before  the  end  of 
gestation.  Plethoric  patients  took  tartar  emetic  in  corahination 
with  belladonna — three  grains  of  the  former,  eight  of  the  latter,  in  two 
ounces  of  the  syrup  of  orange  peel,  one  ounce  of  the  tincture  of  orange 
peel,  and  one  ounce  of  water  ;  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day.  With 
some  the  following  formula  was  used  :  compound  tincture  of  cinchona, 
three  ounces ;  syrup,  one  ounce  ;  extract  of  belladonna,  eight  grains. 
Other  combinations  were  prescribed  to  fill  special  indications. 

A  very  great  difference  appeared  in  the  susceptibility  of  patients  to 
the  influence  of  the  agent,  and  also  a  great  difference  in  the  purity  and 
strength  of  the  article.  One  would  seem  to  have  double  the  potency 
of  another,  without  any  corresponding  difference  in  the  appearance* 
color  or  odor.     In  some  cases  the  dose  had  to  be  diminished,  but  iB 
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most  instances  it  could  be  gradually  doubled,  or  even  tripled.  Dry- 
ness of  the  throat,  slight  uneasiness  or  giddiness  of  the  head,  dimness 
of  the  vision,  are  indications  to  diminish  the  dose.  Not  one  of  the 
cbibli-en  was  still-born,  and  in  none  of  the  cases  was  there  post-partum 
hapraorrhage  or  retention  of  the  placenta.  In  one,  the  function  of  lac- 
tation was  entirely  absent ;  in  two  others  the  mammaiy  secretion  did 
Dot  appear  until  the  fifth  day. — Amer.  Med.  Monthly, 

34.  Utero- Gestation  of  Thirty -one  Months. — The  following  are  the 
particulars  of  a  singular  case  communicated  to  the  Boston  Society  for 
Medical  Improvement  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Buzzell,  of  Springfield.  The  mo- 
ther, age<l  42  years,  had  had  five  children  by  her  first  husband.  A 
year  after  his  (leath  in  1850,  she  married  a  second  time.  After  seve- 
ral miscarriages  she  became,  in  November,  1857,  convinced  that  she 
was  again  pregnant,  from  the  quickening  and  other  usual  signs  of 
pregnancy.  By  great  care  on  her  part  she  went  the  full  period  of 
pregnancy  before  any  symptoms  of  labor  appeared.  At  the  time 
she  expei  t  k1  to  be  confined  hei  breasts  filled  with  milk,  and  her  nurse 
was  obliged  to  draw  them  for  several  days.  In  April,  1858,  pains 
came  on,  but  without  much  force,  and  soon  subsiding  again  entirely, 
never  to  return  as  the  labor-pains,  although  she  had  for  two  months 
afterifv-ards  occasional  attacks  of  pain  in  the  sides.  She  had  menstru- 
ated some  two  or  three  times  during  the  nine  months  of  gestation, 
as  had  been  the  case  once  or  twice  before  during  pregnancy  ;  afterward 
the  catamenia  appeai-ed  at  irregular  intervals  up  to  the  time  of  her 
death,  although  the  quantity  was  small.  She  enjoyed,  to  all  appear- 
ance, good  health  up  to  October  last,  was  fleshy  and  capable  of  per- 
forming consitlcrable  labor.  After  the  time  of  expected  confinement, 
the  size  of  the  abdomen  gradually  lessened  for  about  six  months  ;  the 
tamor  remained  as  large  as  a  full  grown  foetus. 

In  October,  1859,  she  fell  down  a  flight  of  stairs,  receiving  a  severe 
shock.  A  higli  fever  followed,  with  great  pain  and  tenderness  of  the 
abdomen,  which  prevented  a  satisfactory  examination  for  three  weeks. 
There  was  a  sevei-e  cough,  which  aggravated  her  pain.  Nausea  and 
vomiting  occurred  every  two  or  three  weeks.  An  examination  per 
Ttginam  L>eing  made  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  os  uteri  was  found 
entirely  closeti  and  the  cervix  obliterated,  the  uterus  forming  a  solid 
tumor,  fixetl  an<l  immovable.  Four  weeks  after  the  accident  a  diar- 
rhcea  occurred  of  a  large  quantity  of  offensive  matter,  which  was  not 
leen  by  the  physician.  The  paroxysms  of  nausea  and  vomiting  in- 
)reft''<ecl  in  frequency  and  intensity  until  her  death,  which  took  place 
>ii  tlie  14th  of  February. 

Autopsy  :  Very  extensive  adhesion  between  the  fundus  of  the  uterus 
uid  the  small  intestines,  and  between  the  side  of  the  womb  and  the 
ci|i(iDond  flexure  of  the  colon.  Fallopian  tubes  and  ovaries  regular. 
(n  the  cavity  of  the  womb  about  a  pint  of  thick  yellow  fluid  and  a 
Waif  in  the  natural  position  for  delivery^  but  no  trace  of  a  placenta. 
^n  opening  in  the  left  side  of  the  uterus  communicated  with  the 
interior  of  the  colon  ;  the  left  hand  and  fore-arm  of  the  foetns  were 
into  the  bowel  as  far  as  the  elbows.     Feculent  matter  had 
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passed  into  the  cavity  of  tho  womb.  The  os  uteri  was  entirelj  cloted, 
and  no  trace  conld  be  be  found  of  i6  upon  the  inside. — Boston  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal. 

It  is  not  explained,  how  or  when  the  obliteration  of  the  os  uteri  oc- 
curred in  this  case.  Did  it  exist  at  the  time  of  the  supposed  labor? 
Probably  so,  for  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  other  obstruction  of  tlie 
delivery  at  tho  right  time.  A  physician  was  in  attendance  ;  but  how 
could  it  happen  that  he  did  not  discover  such  an  important  abnormtl 
condition  ?  With  a  correct  diagnosis,  the  woman  might  have  been 
delivered  in  tiine  and  saved  from  the  fatal  consequences  she  remaiaid 
otherwise  exposed  to. 


»  •♦*  • 


Uisttllaiufltts  StlKti0ns. 


1.  The  Marshall  Hall  Method. — Now  that  the  subject  of  Drowning, 
as  regards  its  treatment,  is  exciting  so  much  discussion,  we  would  csil 
attention  to  a  case  of  considerable  medical  interest.  A  woman  wm 
found  floating  in  the  Serpentine.  As  soon  as  she  was  rescued  from 
the  water  she  was  placed  under  the  usual  treatment  of  the  Royil 
Humane  Society — namely,  of  the  hot  bath,  and  its  adjuncts.  She 
was  then  sent  in  a  sensible  condition  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  whew 
she  died  in  about  half  an  hour,  the  Marshall  Hall  Method  having  W 
used  directly  life  became  extinct. 

Mr.  Bedford,  the  Coroner,  seems,  with  his  usual  tact  and  skill,  to 
have  elicited  much  information  concerning  the  treatment  employed, 
also  the  opinions  of  the  medical  witnesses  concerned  in  the  case  as  to 
the  value  of  the  Marshall  Hall  Method. 

The  inquest  was  held  on  the  15th  inst.,  at  St.  George's  Hospitil. 
The  first  witness  proved  that  the  deceased,  a  woman  aged  about  fifty- 
seven  years,  iad  been  in  the  water  probably  about  four  minutes. 
She  was  still  capable  of  slight  movement  and  monosyllabic  ntteranoe 
when  brought  to  the  Humane  Society's  House.  She  was  carried  there 
lying  on  her  back,  with  her  head  a  little  raised.  She  was  then  imme- 
diately placed  in  the  hot  bath  on  her  back,  and  the  head  was  held  op* 
In  about  twenty  minutes  Dr.  Christian  arrived.  His  evidence  is  w 
important  that  we  can  hardly  abridge  it.     He  said  at  the  inquest : 

*•  I  ariived  at  the  Receiving  House  at  twenty  minutes  to  nine,  on 
Tuesday  evening.  I  found  deceased  reclining  in  the  warm  bath,  the 
pulse  beating  tolerably  well ;  the  breathing  labored  a  little  as  if  she 
was  filling  her  chest,  with  some  obstruction  in  the  way  ;  there  was  some 
rattling,  which  indicated  fluid — it  must  have  been  fluid  which  occ»* 
sioncd  the  noise.  1  had  her,  after  a  few  minutes,  put  in  a  warm  bed. 
She  was  put  upon  a  chair  for  a  minute,  and  then  into  the  bed.  When 
in  the  bed,  I  ordered  a  mustard  poultice  to  the  chest,  and  a  little  wariD 
brandy  ami  water  to  be  given  her.  She  was  able  to  take  several  Us- 
spoonfuls  of  it.  I  felt  her  pulse  several  times  ;  1  found  that  the  pnl* 
was  good.  I  waited  half  an  hour.  There  was  great  i-elief  tothe 
bi-eathing  after  the  mustard  poultice.     Finding  her  warm/  and  the 
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>al8e  good,  I  left  hor.  She  was  profusely  warm.  I  thought  it  best  to 
lend  her  to  the  hospital.  1  think  the  coldness  observed,  when  she 
iras  brought  to  the  hospital,  may  have  been  *  after  the  removal,  by  re- 
teiUm.*  I  left  her  after  1  had  been  there  about  forty  minutes,  as  I 
considered  her  safe.  She  was  in  bed,  warm  and  comfortable.  I  do 
aot  think  the  death  was  attributable  to  the  removal.  The  danger  of 
the  Marshall  Hall  Method  is  that  it  neither  expels  the  water,  nor  lets 
lir  enter  the  chest. 

**  Coroner  :  You  have  heard  it  stated,  that  a  large  quantity  of  fluid 
iras  in  the  lungs :  how  would  you  have  got  rid  of  it  ? — I  do  not 
think  the  fluid  could  have  been  got  rid  of.  The  Marshall  Hall  Method 
iroald  not  have  done  it :  it  might  have  got  rid  of  fluid  from  the 
itomach. 

••  Coroner  :  How  would  you  have  removed  the  fluid  ? — I  know  of 
DO  way.  It  must  have  remained  there,  or  have  become  absorbed  or 
txkaUd." 

It  will  be  observed  here  that  Dr.  Christian  found  the  breathing  ob- 
itnicted  and  a  rattling  in  the  chest,  indicating  fluid  in  the  air-tubes  ; 
that  he  took  no  measures  to  get  rid  of  this  fluid  ;  that  he  put  the 
petient  into  a  warm  bed,  and,  leaving  her  "  warm  and  comfortable," 
directed  her  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital ;  and  that  in  about  half  an  hour 
alter  reaching  the  hospital  she  died. 

Now  we  must  hear  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  house-surgeon  of 
St.  George's  Hospital,  who  saw  the  patient  on  admission.  He  said 
that  when  she  was  admitted  her  respiration  was  **  fair,  with  loud 
rattling  noise,  the  lips  very  livid  ;  she  was  sensible  and  able  to  speak  ; 
pnM  very  good  ;  extremities  and  surface  generally  veiy  cold.  Order- 
ed her  at  once  to  be  placed  in  a  hot  bed,  with  hot  bottles  to  the  feet 
and  mustard  poultices  to  the  chest.  She  was  wrapt  in  a  blanket^ 
thinks  in  only  one.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  surface-warmth  of 
the  body  >>as  not  restored.  Ordered  her  hot  brandy-and-water,  and 
the  head  ^  nurse  of  the  ward  to  watch  her.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  thia  the  nurse  came  down  to  him  to  say  she  was  dying.  He  ran 
up,  and  reached  her  as  she  was  giving  her  last  gasp  ;  the  pulse  at  the 
wriai  was  gone.  He  used  the  Marshall  Hall  Ileady  Method  for  half 
an  hour,  without  the  slightest  sign  of  recovery,  with  the  exception 
that  a  larpe  quantity  of  frothy  fluid  came  from  the  mouth.  The  Mar- 
shall Hall  Method  did  not  seem  indicated  to  him  at  first;  he  did  not 
aae  it  at  first,  as  the  Method  has  been  much  nm  down  of  late.  At 
tlie  post-mortem  examination  the  next  day,  the  veins  were  found  to  be 
full  of  fluid  blood  ;  the  pericardium  contained  a  little  fluid  ;  all  the 
cavitie-j  of  the  heart  were  full  of  fluid  blood  ;  the  structure  of  the 
bead  was  quite  healthy  ;  both  lungs  contained  an  immense  quantity  of 
frothy  fluid  ;  the  bronchi  were  filled  with  fluid  and  injected ;  the 
etomach  was  perfectly  healthy,  and  contained  some  half-digested  food, 
that's  all." 

In  answer  to  the  question  as  to  what  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
death,  Mr.  Jonea  said  it  was  due  to  the  immense  quantity  of  fluid  in 
the  longs  consequent  on  the  submersion.  To  further  inquiry  he  stated 
that  he  believed  the  Marshall  Hall  Method,  if  used  earlier,  would  have 
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removed  a  great  deal  of  the  fluid  from  the  langs,  but  he  could  not  saj 
whether  it  would  have  saved  the  patient's  life.  He  likewise  said  the 
rattling  noise  heard  on  admission  was  caused  by  the  fluid  in  the 
lungs  ;  it  was  rather  unusual  to  see  so  much  fluid  in  the  lungs.  He 
could  not  say  she  would  have  lived  if  the  fluid  had  been  got  rid  of, 
hvi  certainly  the  fluid  was  the  cause  of  death. 

We  give  only  these  salient  points  of  evidence  here ;  they  will  no 
doubt  excite  comment  and  discussion.  Judged  with  sober  caution, 
they  seem  to  indicate  that  here  was  a  chance  of  life  sacrificed  to  a  snr- 
prising  prejudice.  Here  is  a  physician  who  holds  that  the  Marshill 
Hall  Method  can  not  favor  the  removal  of  fluid,  in  the  face  of  facts 
which  seem  to  prove  that  it  does  ;  and  who  leaves  a  patient  **  warn 
and  comfortable,'*  with  the  lungs  loaded  with  and  paralyzed  by 
water  ;  to  die  within  half  an  hour  from  this  cause,  without  trying  the 
postural  method.  This  case  is  one  of  great  importance,  and  displays 
in  a  strong  light  the  advantages  of  postural  treatment,  and  the  grave 
responsibility  which  attaches  to  the  neglect  of  this  means. 

2.  Pocket  Electro- Medical  Apparattis.—^-M,  Despretz  has  recently 
submitted  to  the  Paris  Academy  a  new  electro-medical  apparatus,  in- 
vented by  Ruhmkorff.  A  small  box,  in  size  about  four  cubic  inches, 
contains  :  1.  an  induction  coil ;  2.  a  small  Bunsen's  pile  of  zinc  and 
charcoal,  in  which  nitric  acid  is  replaced  by  Marie- Davie's  sulphate 
of  mercury  ;  3.  some  handles,  a  brush  and  some  needles  for  distribu- 
tion of  the  direct  currents,  or  of  the  extra-cuiTcnt  to  the  surface  of  the 
patient.  The  manipulation  of  the  apparatus  is  as  simple  as  its  con- 
struction. No  vapors  are  disengaged.  The  apparatus  will  maintain 
its  activity  during  a  day.  Its  price  is  said  to  be  moderate. — Drug- 
gist's  Circular, 

3.  A  New  Electric  Pile. — M.  Marie-Da  vie  has  shown,  in  a  com- 
munication to  the  French  Academy,  that,  in  order  to  obtain  a  regular 
and  powerful  current,  the  substance  intended  to  absorb  the  hydrogen 
and  furnish  the  zinc  with  the  acid  which  is  to  dissolve  it,  need  not  be, 
as  hitherto  believed,  a  soluble  one  also.  It  is  only  requisite  that  this 
substance  be  a  good  conductor  and  reducible.  With  this  view,  M. 
Marie-Davie  selects  sulphate  or  chloride  of  lime,  the  former  being 
quite  insoluble  in  water,  and  the  latter  nearly  so.  The  electro-motive 
power  of  such  a  pile  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  Daniels'  battery. 
Chloride  of  lead  is  dearer  than  the  sulphate,  but  is  a  better  conductor 
and  yields  a  much  stronger  cun-ent.  The  arrangement  is  in  columns ; 
every  element  consists  of  a  tinned  iron  dish,  having  a  disc  of  zinc 
soldered  to  the  bottom  outside  ;  the  inside  is  covered  with  a  coaring  of 
sulphate  of  lead  to  the  thickness  of  several  int)liflAeti-es.  Whenin 
use,  each  disc  is  filled  with  water,  its  zinc  bottom' -^c^ng  immersed  iB 
the  water  of  the  disc  immediately  below.  A 'column  composed  of 
forty  elements  thus  disposed  is  about  one  metre  in  height.  When 
the  chloride  is  to  bo  used  instead  of  the  sulphate,  ifshould  be  pre- 
viously cast  into  thin  laminw,  and  then  broken  into  fragments,  by 
which  means  the  cleaning  of  the  pile  is  easier  to  efiect. — Med,  Tvoif^ 
and  Gazette, 
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Miasmata. 

[A  Paper  read  b«for«  the  Hendricks  County  (Ind.)  Medical  Society.] 
BT  WM.   r.  HABTXT,   M.D.,   PLAIimSLD,   IMD. 

In  the  Augnst  number  of  the  Lancet  and  Observer  for  1859  I  pnb- 
Usbed,  with  some  additions  and  corrections,  the  paper  I  read  before 
the  Bociet  J  a  few  years  ago,  on  the  subject  of  miasmata.  I  have  still 
been  pursuing  the  study  of  the  cause  or  causes  of  malarious  diseases, 
mnd  noting  the  facts  which  seem  to  throw  light  on  the  subject. 

Yon  will,  doubtless,  remember  that  I  stated  that  carbon,  or  carbona- 
eeons  matter  or  gases,  was  the  cause  of  those  diseases.  I  still  adhere 
to  that  opinion,  and  present  you  with  a  few  additional  facts,  which 
tend  to  confirm  the  position. 

But  first  I  wish  to  notice  the  remarks  of  O.  C.  Oibbs,  M.D.,  of 
Frewsburgh,  New  York,  in  his  monthly  summary  of  cotemporary 
laedicsl  journalism,  in  the  October  number  (1859)  of  the  American 
Medical  MonMy.  After  giving  a  few  extracts  from  the  article  in  the 
M^eme^  and  Observer,  he  proceeds  to  say :  "  Tliat  certain  diseases  occur 
uljT  when  there  is  a  conjunction  of  certain  atmospheric  and  terrene 
conditions  is  almost  universally  admitted  ;  that  the  terrene  conditions 
ezeraae  a  controlling  influence  is  a  fact  too  well  established  to  admit 
qC  donbt ;  and  that  that  terrene  condition  or  element  is  effluvial  is 
^ote  than  problematical.  But  why  dissimilar  diseases  from  similar 
emaea  ?  That  the  plague  and  yellow  fever  occur  only  under  similar, 
if  not  absolutely  identical,  conditions  is  well  known.  High  tempera- 
lue,  Iramid  atmosphere,  lowness  of  site,  density  of  population,  and 
rr.— 88 
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animal  and  vegetable  pntrescence,  with  a  preponderance  of  the  former, 
are  necessary  conditions  to  the  production  of  a  miasm  that  will  devel- 
ope  either  of  the  above  mentioned  diseases.  If  the  canses  are  the  same, 
why  not  the  results  ?  "  Dr.  Gibbs  has  answered  this  last  question, 
by  asking  **  if  sugar,  starch,  and  gum  arable  are  composed  of  precise- 
ly the  same  ingredients,  in  two  of  the  instances  in  precisely  the  same 
proportions,  why  are  not  the  physical  properties  of  the  resulting  com- 
pounds identical  ?  If  dissimilar  substances  are  isomeric,  may  not  the 
causes  of  dissimilar  diseases  be  also  isomeric  ?  " 

The  question  which  arises  here  is,  if  facts  prove  the  causes  of  mala- 
rious diseases  to  be  ''  effluvial,"  and  these  only  are  developed  under 
"certain  conditions,"  and  those  conditions  are  ''high  temperature, 
humid  atmosphere, .  . .  and  animal  and  vegetable  decomposition,"  and 
the  result  of  those  conditions  are  certain  known  elements  and  com- 
pounds, why  can  we  not  determine  which  of  the  elements  or  com- 
pounds causes  such  diseases  ?  Then  why  cast  aside  facU  for  « 
chimera  ?  We  know  that  the  laws  of  nature  are  immutable,  and  that 
no  effect  takes  place  without  a  cause  ;  and  that  so  long  as  the  harmoay 
of  the  elemental  combinations  are  kept  up,  so  long  the  system  remains 
free  from  disease. 

In  regard  to  yellow  fever  and  the  plague,  I  have  long  h^ld  to  the 
opinion  that  they  were  of  the  same  class  of  diseases  with  intermit- 
tents  and  other  similar  malarious  diseases,  but  that  they  were  higber 
grades.     I  would  begin  at  intermittents  as  the  lowest  in  the  scale,  and 
then  follow  on  up  with  remittent,  congestive  intermittent  and  remit- 
tent, etc.,  etc.,  and  place  yellow  fever  next  to  the  highest  in  the  scale, 
and  the  plague  the  highest.     But  Dr.  Gibbs  asks  :  ''If  these  condi- 
tions (terrene,  atmospherical,  etc.,  etc.)  develope  the  plague  in  Con- 
stantinople, why  not  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  reverse  in  regard  to 
yellow  fever?"     In  reply  to  this  question  I  would  ask,  as  did  the 
Englishman  when  King  George  asked  the  members  of  the  Boyal  So- 
ciety why  no  water  would  run  over  the  sides  of  a  vessel  filled  to  the 
brim  when  a  certain  fish  was  introduced  into  it:  "Is  your  honor 
sure  "  that  those  two  diseases  do  not  appear  at  both  places  ?    Kthe 
answer  is  in  the  affirmative,  my  answer  to  the  question  then  would  be, 
that  it  is  because  each  disease  is  affected  by  modifying  local  ciFcniD' 
stances,  which  give  each  its  peculiarity  ;  and  as  those  local  circmD' 
stances  can  only  act  where  they  exist,  if  they  should  be  transfenw 
•from  New  Orleans  to  Constantinople,  and  from  Constantinople  ^ 
New  Orleans,  the  plague  and  yellow  fever  would  change  places  also. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  when  there  is  a  thorough  investigation  of 
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the  two  diseases  made  with  the  object  of  ascertliining  how  nearly  they 
correspond  in  their  symptoms  and  character,  that  the  greatest  difference 
will  be  found  to  be  in  intensity  or  grade. 

When  I  was  studying  medicine  with  my  father,  years  ago,  in  Ohio, 
I  heard  him  say  that  the  majority  of  the  cases  he  was  then  treating, 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  if  in  New  Orleans,  would  be 
called  yellow  fever,  but  the  cases  were  named  "  congestive  form  of 
bilious  remittent  fever"  in  Ohio.  I  have  seen  a  number  of  similar 
cmaes  in  this  county  since  I  have  been  here,  and  two  of  them  had  nearly 
all  the  described  symptoms  of  yellow  fever  of  the  South.  This  is  a 
decidedly  mtdarioui  district. 

Dr.  Gibbs  says  **  the  miasm  of  an  intermittent  has  a  more  vegetable 
origin  than  that  of  yellow  fever,  and  its  conditions  of  development  are 
not  the  same."  Dr.  Eberle,  on  the  other  hand,  says,  in  his  Prttdice, 
pages  149-50  :  "1.  Yellow  fever  always  appears  in  the  lowest  and  most 
/Uthff  parts  of  towns  ;  and  those  localities  in  which  it  is  most  preva- 
lent are  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  marshes  ^  or  soils  favorable  to  the 
production  of  miasmata. .  .  .  4.  Yellow  fever  altoays  appears  simultane- 
ousfy  and  is  mixed  with  bilious  remittents.  Dr.  Ramsay  states  that  in 
the  yellow  fever  of  Charleston,  in  1804,  '  neglected  intermittents  fre- 
quently terminated  in  yellow  fever.'  Dr.  Rush  also  states,  in  relation 
to  the  yellow  fever  of  Philadelphia,  in  1802,  that '  intermittents,  the 
mild  remittent,  the  inflammatory,  bilious,  and  the  malignant  yellow 
ferer  have  in  many  instances  all  run  into  each  other  ;'  and  he  observes 
that  Dr.  Saunders  nearly  a  century  ago  noticed  this  conversion  of 
MorM  and  yellow  fever  into  each  other.  Yellow  fever  is,  moreover, 
always  most  severe  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  those  localities  which 
feawr  ike  generation  of  marsh  miasmata.  .  .  .  During  the  prevalence  of 
yrilow  fever  in  Baltimore,  *  the  bilious  or  remitting  fever  in  itii  ordi- 
nary form  prevailed  in  that  town,  and  continued  until  it  was  praduaQy 
lat  in  the  severer  form  of  yellow  fever  as  the  season  advanced  ' — (Da- 
vidge)."    Dr.  Eberle  quotes  most  of  the  above  from  Bancroft. 

Here  we  have  the  united  testimony  of  several  writers  summed  up, 
sand  the  tntimony  clearly  shows  the  close  connection  of  the  several 
nalariotia  diseases  from  intermittents  up  to  yellow  fever.  I  quote 
Eberle  in  preference  to  later  authors,  because  he  is  more  concise,  and 
lie  aama  up  the  observations  of  many  authors. 

I  am  ftilly  convinced  that  the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  vari- 
ous miasmatic  disorders  is  owing  to  the  variety  of  modifying  circum- 
stances, which  operate  upon  cither  the  cause  itself  or  the  constitution 
of  die  patisnt ;  as  the  grade  of  the  intensity  of  heat,  the  amount  of 
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Dtoisture,  tlie  amount  of  decnfing  material,  tlio  length  of  tone  tlu 
patient  has  buen  oxpoeed  to  miasmatic  influonce,  tlie  pUoi^iAtio  or  anti- 
phlogistic eoadition  of  the  systara,  etc. 

But  enough  has  now  been  Raid  in  reference  to  the  retoarka  of  Dr. 
Qibbs.  1  Gliall,  therefore,  pass  to  the  confiiderntion  of  a  few  odtfT 
facts  connei't»l  with  the  subject  of  miasmata. 

It  ig  a  fact  which  perbaps  all  jihyskians  have  Dotioixl,  that  maUti- 
ous  diBsases  are  more  pi-evoleot  in  the  spring  and  fall  than  aoj  ollwi 
portions  of  the  year,  and  that  they  are  more  prevalent  in  the  fall  tlias 
the  spring.  Now,  why  ia  this  ?  Taking  carbon,  or  carbonareiiiii 
taattcr  or  gases,  as  the  causes  of  such  malaOiea.  it  is  easily  nrcoimt«l 
for  ;  anil  also  why  tliere  are,  comparatively,  lew  coses  during  iIk 
etunmer. 

All  vegetables  absorb  oxygen  during  the  night,  and  give  o 
Uid  during  the  day-time  tliey  absorb  carbon,  and  give  out  tiX] 
This  is  their  process  of  breathing;  but  the  relative  proporti 
carbon  given  out  is  not  so  great  as  OKygen,  because  a  portion  is  ay| 
priatfd  to  the  growth  of  the  plant.  During  the  summer  6 
tatioQ  is  in  itH  most  vigorous  condition,  and  takes  up  all  the  carloo9 
the  atmospliere  as  fast  as  it  is  disengaged  from  decaying  matter.  It 
the  autumn,  after  vegetation  has  ceased  to  grow,  aud  its  lunyi  — 
leaves  and  blades  —  have  commenced  drying  up,  the  plat 
absorb  any  more  carbon  from  the  air  ;  and  as  the  production  o 
bonic  acid  is  still  going  on  from  decaying  matter,  the  air  b 
Tindnly  burdened  with  it  for  health.  This  gns  is  then  inbalad  « 
common  air  in  greater  abimdance  than  during  the  growing  seamo  of 
vegetables,  and  the  longs  do  not  rooeive  the  tame  amount  of  oivf^ 
at  each  inspiration  as  when  vegetation  ia  taking  up  tlu  cifboD 
Hence  the  blood  can  not  become  so  thoroughly  depurated  of  tti 
effete  animal  carbon,  as  when  tlio  proportion  of  oxygen  reeeiraJK 
each  inspiration  was  greater.  About  the  lime  when  vegetation  («<"* 
to  maturity,  and  ceases  to  grow,  mi^larious  divcaMD  begin  to  prenil. 
and  become  more  and  more  prevalent  as  the  fall  advances. 

Now  if  carbon,  in  some  form,  is  not  the  cause  of  such  iiiwa»»«' 
arise  from  miasmata,  why  do  the  diseases  so  legvlarly  appear  tl  W 
season  of  the  year  when  that  substance  or  gas  is  mo*t  abiindatil^ 
There  is  no  other  known  agent  that  at.'cnmulatea  in  the  atiDos|ihei* '" 
the  proportion  that  carbonio  acid  does  after  llie  growLh  of  ve^euuo'' 
oeaaes.  In  ail  organic  bodies  the  proportion  of  carbon  is  mucli  gntf/' 
than  any  other  component  element. 

During  the  winter  season,  the  system  appropriates  more  carbon»- 
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co&QB  matter  from  the  food  eaten,  than  during  the  warm  seasons,  and 
there  is  as  a  consequence  an  accumulation  of  the  fatty  portion  of  the 
body  during  cold  weather.  This  seems  to  be  a  provision  of  nature 
for  keeping  up  the  animal  heat.  As  the  warm  season  comes  on  the 
system  does  not  require  the  fats  for  that  purpose,  and  (when  the 
health  is  good)  the  system  throws  o£f  the  useless  portion  ;  but  where 
the  health  is  not  perfectly  good,  too  great  an  amount  of  those  sub- 
glances  are  retained  in  the  system  for  health,  and  as  the  efforts  to 
expel  those  matters  are  still  operating,  the  now  foreign  elements 
become  disorganized  and  produce  disease.  Hence  we  may  have 
iBal«ioii8  diseases  in  the  spring  and  summer,  even  when  the  amount 
of  effluvia  from  foreign  sources  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  disease. 

1  stated  in  the  first  article  that  it  would  be  easy  to  account  for 
nalarious  diseases  in  parts  of  the  world  remote  from  marshes,  or 
dtnsely  populated  cities,  if  it  is  admitted  that  carbonaceous  mattan 
Are  the  cause  of  them. 

I  will  here  state  my  reasons  for  the  assertion.  In  all  parts  of  the 
world  carbonate  of  lime,  in  the  form  of  limestone,  marble,  chalk, 
etc.,  may  be  found.  These  limestones  are  constantly  decaying,  and 
crumbling  to  dust  wherever  exposed  to  air,  and  during  the  decomposi- 
tion earbonic  acid  is  given  off.  And  if  the  locality  be  on  the  top  of  a 
high  hill,  where  this  decomposition  is  going  on,  persons  living  either 
OD  top  or  on  the  sides  may  contract  miasmatic  fever,  as  it  is  well 
kBOwn  has  been  the  case.  Carbonic  acid  being  heavier  than  atmos- 
pheric air,  remains  near  the  surface  of  the  earth  where  it  is  found,  or 
disengaged,  unless  carried  away  by  a  current  of  air.  Hence  the 
liability  of  inhaling  it,  and  catching  the  ague. 

At  one  of  the  meetings  of  Uie  Hendricks  County  Medical  Society, 
Dr.  Hutchinson  stated  to  me  that  in  one  locality  where  he  once  prao- 
tioed,  the  ague  made  its  appearance  on  the  west  side  of  a  stream  of 
water,  annually,  for  a  number  of  years,  while  the  inhabitants  of  the 
c^ypoaite  or  east  side  of  the  stream  escaped.  The  country  on  the  west 
side  was  low  and  flat,  whUe  on  the  cast  side  were  very  high  hills. 
During  one  season,  the  ague*  and  fevers  broke  out  on  the  hills,  and 
was  very  severe,  while  on  the  west,  low  grounds,  the  inhabitants  were 
free  from  such  maladies.  The  doctor  asked  me  to  explain  the  cause 
of  this  on  the  supposition  that  carbon  in  some  form  produced  the 
I  asked  him  if  the  hills  were  not  made  up  in  a  great 
of  limestone  ;  and  if  they  were  not  heavily  timbered  ?  He 
replied  that  they  were.  My  explanation  of  the  occurrence  of  the  fevers 
am  tiie  high  lands  was,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  decomposition  of  the 
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limestone,  and  the  want  of  appropriation  of  the  liberated  carbolic 
acid  by  the  vegetation.  Now  I  wonld  ask  bj  what  other  hjpotlieBLi 
the  fact  could  be  explained  ? 

Perhaps  some  one  may  answer  that  the  effluvia  were  blown  from 
the  low  lands  on  the  west  side  of  the  stream,  on  to  the  hills ;  but 
that  answer  will  not  do,  for  if  such  were  the  case,  why  were  not  thoeie 
on  the  west  affected,  as  well  as  those  on  the  east  ?  The  fact  that  tbej 
were  not,  proves  that  the  amount  of  miasmatic  effluvia  was  not  gen- 
erated on  the  low  lands  in  sufficient  quantity  to  produce  any  delete- 
rious effect  on  the  inhabitants. 

As  carbonic  acid  gas  is  heavier  than  atmospheric  air,  instead  of 
rising  to  the  top,  it  would  roll  down,  so  to  speak,  the  sides  of  the 
hills,  and  produce  disease  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  low  lands. 
But  there  was  a  stream  of  water  intervening,  which  would  absorb  the 
gas,  and  carry  it  down  with  its  current.  Hence  those  living  on  the 
west  side  of  the  stream  would  escape  disease,  as  long  as  there  was  no 
cause  generated  on  that  side,  and  vicelfersa  with  regard  to  those  on 
the  hills,  of  other  seasons,  even  if  we  admit  that  the  wind  might 
carry  effluvia  from  the  low  lands. 

Another  question  arises  in  connection  with  malaria,  viz  :  Why  do 
yellow  and  other  malarious  fevers  (most  of  them  at  least)  abate,  or 
entirely  cease  after  a  few  cold,  frosty  nights  ? 

I  answer  that  during  the  warm  weather  the  air  is  filled  with  moie- 
ture,  which  holds  the  cause  of  those  diseases  in  suspension,  and  when 
the  weather  becomes  cold  enough  for  frost,  the  moisture  is  all  con- 
densed, and  thrown  down  to  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  it  carries 
down  the  poison  with  it,  and  there  it  remains,  by  its  own  specific 
gravity,  leaving  the  air  pure.  Carbonic  acid  being  so  much  heavier 
than  atmospheric  air,  can  not  rise  without  a  vehicle  lighter  than  aif 
to  carry  it  up.     Aqueous  vapor  is  the  vehicle. 

Now  when  the  nights  are  frosty,  the  vapor  is  condensed  by  the 
cold,  and  precipitated  to  the  earth  by  its  own  specific  gravity. 
Hence,  the  cause  having  been  removed,  the  effect  must  cease. 

Again,  when  a  large  number  of  persons  are  enclosed  in  a  close 
room,  why  will  they  all  become  more  or  less  feverish  in  process  of 
time  ?  That  they  will  is  a  fact  too  well  established,  and  known,  to 
need  confirmation.  I  reply  that  in  the  process  of  breathing  under 
such  circumstances,  the  whole  amount  of  oxygen  in  the  room  is  con- 
sumed, and  carbonic  acid  is  expired  to  fill  its  place.  Now  when  the 
pure  air  is  all  gone,  the  persons  must  inhale  the  carbonic  acid ;  9^^ 
by  both  this  inhalation,  and  the  want  of  depurating  the  blood  by  the 
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izpalsion  of  the  effete  animal  carbon,  is  the  system  poisoned,  and 
lenoe  arises  the  feverish  symptoms.  In  this  case  the  fever  is  clearly 
laoeable  to  carbon  as  the  cause. 

The  nourishment  taken  into  the  system,  though  in  various  physical 
brms,  amounts  to  little  more  than  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen  and  ni- 
Togen,  with  foreign  matter.  The  carbon,  hydrogen  and  oxygen  enter 
he  circulation  as  carbon  and  water  ;  and  after  performing  their  office 
here,  are  again  expelled  in  the  form  of  carbon  and  water  through  the 
onga  and  dermoid  tissues.  The  hydrogen  and  oxygen  enter  into  the 
lystem  as  nourishment  in  the  exact  proportion  to  form  water,  and  are 
fzpelled  in  the  same  proportion  also,  in  health  ;  while  the  carbon  is 
inited  with  oxygen  in  the  lungs  and  skin  sufficient  to  form  car- 
>onic  acid,  and  in  that  form  expelled. 

All  this  change  in  food  from  carbon,  oxygen,  hydrogen  and 
litrogen,  etc.,  to  blood ;  and  from  blood  into  the  same  elements 
igain,  must  go  on  regularly  in  order  that  the  health  of  the  individual 
liall  remain  good.  Now  suppose  the  twenty-eight  miles  of  spiral 
abes  from  exhalent  vessels,  or  the  seven  millions  of  pores,  be  closed 
ip,  so  that  a  large  portion  of  the  effete  carbon  and  water  can  not 
•cape,  what  must  be  the  consequence  ?  Precisely  the  same  as  in  the 
Ase  where  the  persons  have  inhaled  all  the  oxygen  of  the  room,  and 
n  respiring  the  carbon.  Such  we  find  to  be  the  fact  in  persons  who, 
rhen  freely  perspiring,  suddenly  have  the  perspiration  checked  by  a 
liaught  of  cold  air. 

Mofit  of  the  statements  I  have  made  in  this  paper  are  facts  suscepti- 
le  of  actual  demonstration.  They  all  go  to  show  that  carbon  may 
•  the  cause  of  malarious 
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Several  gentlemen  spoke  in  reference  to  malaria,  some  of  whom 
ntertained  opinions  similar  to  those  of  the  essay,  amongst  whom  was 
>rs.  Green,  Hutchinson  and  T.  B.  Harvey,  who,  however,  were  not 
ffepared  to  admit  the  whole  position  taken  by  the  essay.  Othen  dis- 
greed  with  some  points  stated  in  the  essay,  as  that  carbonic  acid 
oald  be  or  was  disengaged  from  limestone  ;  amongst  whom  was  Dr. 
iliompson,  who  claimed  that  notwithstanding  the  decay  and  crum- 
ling  of  limestone  rocks,  yet  there  was  no  chemical  change  in  the  salt 
«f  lime.  Dr.  Lockhart  said  that  he  did  not  believe  that  carbon  was 
he  cause  of  malarious  diseases.  Dr.  Cox  stated  that  while  in  Gali- 
Qcnta  he  was  located  on  a  mountain,  4000  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
aa,  aad  in  that  r^on  there  were  no  malarious  diseases,  although  on 


528  Original  (kmmumeaUani.  [SeptemlMr, 

one  side  of  the  monntains  there  were  limeetone  and  on  the  otkr 
granite.  Neither  was  there  any  aocli  diseases  at  Shasta  Oitj  in  as 
elevated  valley,  except  what  had  been  contracted  in  a  low  manhy 
valley  called  Tooley  Swamp,  some  distance  sonth. 

All  bat  Dr.  Oreen  concorred  in  the  statement  that  tbe  position  tskea 
might  not  prove  to  be  a  correct  one,  yet  all  agreed  that  it  would  be 
hard  to  refute  the  arguments  contained  in  the  paper.  Dr.  Oreen'i 
views  coincided  more  nearly  with  the  paper  than  any  of  the  otbir 
members.  He  said  ''  it  shows  the  most  plausible  view  of  any  UuBg 
yet.  If  it  shall  prove  that  carbon  is  the  cause  of  malarious  diseaseii 
it  will  assist  us  in  the  treatment  of  such  diseases." 


▲UTIOLE  U. 

Obstriiotion  of  the  Liver,  Removed  by  Uimsual  Remedietb 

BT  0.  ▲.   HABTMAVVi   U.D.,  OLKTBLAJTBy  O. 

A  Q«rman  woman,  aged  45,  married,  and  having  given  birth  to 
several  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  is  nine  years  old,  removed 
with  her  father  to  this  country  some  two  years  ago.  She  had  alwiyi 
been  in  good  health,  and  says  she  had  reg^arly  menstruated  xa& 
October,  1860.  In  the  first  week  of  that  month,  while  having  lier 
courses,  she  caught  cold  ;  the  menses  stopped  rather  suddenly  and  tiie 
usual  symptoms  (headache,  pain  through  the  lower  part  of  the  abdo- 
men, heaviness  in  the  extremities,  etc.,)  became  developed.  A  qittck 
doctor  was  called,  who  gave  some  very  sweet  medicine  and  effected  • 
quite  copious  haemorrhage  from  the  womb.  The  pains  and  other  die- 
agreeable  symptoms  disappeared  and  the  patient  slowly  recovered  fron 
the  original  affection,  as  well  as  from  the  prostration  following  the  ex- 
tensive loss  of  blood.  In  two  weeks,  however,  the  woman  wte  iQ^' 
denly  taken  ill  again ;  during  several  days  she  had  irregular  spelle  « 
anxiety,  with  a  feeling  of  oppression  and  pain  in  the  epigastric  vA 
right  hypochondriac  region.  These  spells  ended  in  every  instance  i* 
hsematemesis,  a  considerable  quantity  of  fluid  venous  blood  beiog 
vomited,  to  the  greatest  relief  of  the  patient,  until,  after  several  hooie» 
the  same  symptoms  returned.  The  intestinal  excretions  remaio^ 
regular,  but  a  noticeable  swelling  of  the  abdomen,  not  combined  with 
any  pain,  preceded  them.  Nothing  could  be  learned  in  reference  to 
the  nature  of  the  evacuations,  the  patient  having  paid  no  attention  to 
them.  The  voiding  of  urine  went  on  as  usual ;  but  there  was  com' 
plete  loss  of  appetite,  coldness  of  the  extremities  and  general  wesh- 
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DOM.  Against  this  condition  the  doctor  prescribed  repeated  doses  of 
oommon  salt,  a  teaspoonfal  to  be  taken  every  hour.  Fonr  or  five  of 
theee  doses  were  swallowed  ;  thej,  bowerer,  produced  sncb  an  in- 
tolerable tbirst,  without  any  cbange  in  tbe  other  symptoms,  that  tlie 
woman  refused  to  take  more  of  them.  Nor  would  she  have  any  other 
medicine,  determined  to  let  nature  alone  and  wait,  how  far  she  might 
B^  that  way.  The  distress  in  Uie  stomach  and  the  vomiting  of  blood 
Deated,  the  appetite  improved  ;  but  the  abdomen  increased  constantly 
im  siae ;  oedema  of  the  lower  extremities  followed  ;  the  pain  in  the 
right  side  remained  and  increased  slightly ;  the  mrine  grew  scarce  and 
turbid  ;  the  bowels  moved  less  frequently. 

In  this  condition  the  patient  sent  for  me,  November  26th,  three 
sraeks  after  the  first  hiematemesis.  She  was  able  to  walk  around  the 
tioose,  though  slowly.  Her  face  appeared  pufied  up,  wax-like,  with  a 
x>]or  mixed  up  from  a  pale  yellow  and  a  dirty  gray,  both  colors  being 
mostly  distributed  in  irregular  patches.  (Edema  had  already  spread 
TroBi  below  to  the  upper  third  of  both  thighs ;  the  abdomen  increased 
M>  the  size  of  about  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  presented  the 
:iiaracteristic  phenomena  of  ascites.  The  liver  was  also  considerably 
iacraased  in  size  and  painful  to  the  touch,  particularly  so  on  the  line 
between  the  right  and  left  lobe.  Spleen  normal ;  tongue  slightly  cov-« 
xed  ;  radial  pulse  soft,  not  very  full,  and  somewhat  decreased  in  fre- 
IQeney  (60).  Breathing  short ;  no  irregularity  in  the  chest  Urine 
itated  to  be  very  thick  and  turbid.  Patient  very  distressed  on  account 
if  sleeplessness. 

The  diagnosis  presented  no  difficulty.  There  was  evidently  ob- 
itniction  of  the  liver,  to  which  all  other  symptoms  were  secondary. 
Fbe  treatment,  therefore,  had  to  be  directed  against  that  obstruction ; 
irith  its  giving  way,  the  other  troubles  could  be  expected  to  disappear 
ilio.  With  this  view,  I  prescribed  :  one  ounce  of  the  seeds  of  St. 
Ilaiy's  thistle  ;  boil  with  a  pint  of  distilled  water  down  to  eight 
DQiioee,  strain  and  add  one  ounce  of  white  sugar.  Of  this  decoction 
i  lablespoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour.  Besides  this,  as  adjuvant,  a 
iecoction  of  flax-seed  and  leaves  of  the  golden  rod,  equal  parts,  to  be 
lied  as  tea.  A  nutrient,  but  not  irritating  diet.  The  lower  extremi- 
tiea,  tightly  bandaged  from  the  toes  upwards,  were  ordered  to  be  kept 
n  a  horixontal  position. 

Till  the  28th  day  of  November  tbe  face  had  lost  much  of  its  ghast- 
ly appearance,  the  abdomen  as  well  as  the  legs  were  diminished  in 
diciimference,  the  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium  had  nearly  disap- 
peared and  the  liver  returned  to  almost  its  normal  shape.    The  appe- 
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tite  was  improving,  and  daring  both  nights  the  patient  enjoyed  a 
refreshing  sleep  of  several  hours.  Her  urine  had  considerablj  in- 
creased and  was  voided  more  frequently  ;  it  remains  somewhat  turbid, 
but  is  much  clearer  than  before.  The  bowels  moved  several  timet 
each  day  ;  the  discharges  being  quite  fluid. 

Having  obtained  such  a  favorable  result,  I  could  not  do  better  thtB 
continue  the  same  plan  of  treatment.  Prescription :  quassia  water 
and  acorn  water,  of  each  four  fluid  ounces  ;  white  sugar,  one  ounce. 
A  tablespoonful  to  be  taken  every  four  hours.     The  same  tea  as  before. 

In  three  days  more  hardly  a  trace  of  the  oedema  or  ascites  could  be 
found  ;  color  of  the  face  almost  normal ;  liver  no  longer  presenting 
any  swelling,  remains  sensible  to  the  touch,  but  is  not  paininl. 
Fieces  and  urine  evacuated  freely  ;  the  former  still  semi-fluid.  Appe 
tite  excellent.  The  quassia- water  was  now  given  alone,  half  a  table- 
spoonful  four  times  a  day ;  and  under  its  influence  the  patient  soon 
attained  a  complete  recovery. 

The  medication  here  followed  was  certainly  singular,  and  the  reme- 
dies used  are,  in  the  described  form,  not  found  in  the  present  pharma- 
copoeias. The  result  must  justify  the  employment  of  remedial  agents, 
which  may  prove  of  the  greatest  value  in  similar  cases,  though  thej  aie 
not  officinal.  I  used  those  named  on  the  strength  of  their  being  higblj 
recommended  in  a  work  published  some  years  ago  in  Germany  by  Dr* 
Radermacher,  who  gives  the  following  statements  in  regard  to  them : 

1.  Carduus  Marianua  Z.,  SUyhum  Marianum  Ocertn.,  St.  Mary** 
Thistle,  Jdilk  Thistle. — The  seeds  are  one  of  the  best  remedies  for 
obstruction  and  induration  of  the  liver,  bilious  calculi,  and  diseases 
of  the  liver  in  general ;  hsematemesis  consequent  upon  afiections  of 
the  liver,  jaundice,  etc.  The  medical  power  resides  in  the  membrane 
covering  the  seeds  ,which  on  that  account  must  be  given  either  in 
coarse  powder,  or  decoction ;  a  tincture  may  also  be  prepared  from 
them. 

2.  Aqtia  Quassia^  Distilled  Water  of  Qimssia — (Three  pounds  of 
the  wood,  nine  ounces  of  the  bark,  one  pound  of  alcohol,  and  water 
q.  s.  to  obtain  eight  pounds.)  One  ounce  given  during  the  dajfio 
divided  doses,  will  be  found  very  serviceable  in  ascites  depending 
upon  disease  of  the  liver,  especially  after  acute  abdominal  affections. 

3.  Aqua  Glandium,  Spirituous  Water  of  Acorns — (Five  pound  of 
ripe  and  juicy  acorns,  coarsely  powdered;  alcohol,  flfteen  ounces  J 
water  q.  s.  to  distil  over  seven  pounds  and  a  half.)  Unsurpassed  m 
dropsy  produced  by  affections  of  the  spleen,  and  in  these  affections 
themselves. 

4.  Solidago  Virgaurea,  Oolden  Rod. — An  ancient  but  reliable 
remedy  for  certain  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  especially  applica- 
ble when  the  urine  turns  dark  and  turbid  in  gastric  affections. 


..■'vn' 
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It  will  readily  be  seen  from  these  remarks,  that,  in  the  case  abot<e 
detailed,  the  two  last  named  agents  were  exhibited  only  for  the 
purpose  of  guarding  against  any  undne  excitement  in  the  kidneys  or 
spleen  which  might  have  followed  the  abatement  of  the  morbid  condi- 
tion in  a  neighboring  organ.  I  think  this  precaution  indispensable  in 
dropsical  diseases.  It  may  be  asked,  for  what  reason  such  a  singular 
and  apparently  irrational  treatment  was  adopted  at  all  ?  In  reply  to 
such  a  question  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  wished  to  test  thoroughly 
the  assertions  of  Radermacher,  in  a  case  presenting  all  the  symptoms 
described  by  him.  The  result  proves,  that  local  bleeding,  blisters, 
emollient  ointments,  calomel  and  a  lot  of  other  remedial  applications 
may  be  dispensed  with  in  some  diseases  of  the  liver,  because  these 
diseases  can  be  cured  with  more  certainty,  more  radically,  and  in  a 
shorter  time,  by  other  and  simpler  remedies. 


••»  • 
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A  Case  of  Mslformstion. 

BT   O.  L.  PUEDT,  MJ>.,  BALWM  8TATI0H,  OHIO. 

Congenital  malformations  are  not  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  and 
perhaps  the  following  case  may  possess  some  interest : 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  July,  1861,  I  attended  Mrs. 
W.,  in  her  second  accouchement,  which  was  natural  in  all  respects, 
and  of  medium  duration.  The  following  external  malformations 
were  observed  upon  the  child :  A  supernumerary  finger  upon  each 
band,  situated  at  the  external  surface  of  the  metacarpo-phalangeal 
articulation  of  the  little  fingers  ;  a  supernumerary  toe  on  the  external 
surface  of  the  metatarso-phalangeal  articulation  of  the  little  toe  of  the 
left  foot  (none  on  Uie  right  foot).  Each  of  these  supernumerary 
members  possessed  a  nail,  though  not  so  fully  developed  jas  those  of 
the  other  members.  Each,  also,  had  its  phalangeal  bones,  but  were 
not  articulated  with  the  hands  and  foot  respectively,  their  connection 
being  muscular  or  ligamentous.  The  dorsal  surface  of  the  left  foot 
was  considerably  more  arched  than  is  natural,  and  the  toes  pointed 
dcmnward  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees.  This  foot  was  also 
the  subject  of  talipes  varus.  The  right  foot  possessed  no  supernumerary 
toe,  as  above  stated,  but  was  the  subject  of  talipes  mdptu.  The  fol- 
lowing abnormalities  were  found  in  the  mouth  :  The  frenum  lingusB 
much  larger  than  usual,  binding  the  greater  part  of  the  tip  and 
surface  of  the  tongue  to  the  jaw ;  upon  the  upper  surface  of 
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the  tongue  waa  a  fibrous  bsnd^  near  half  an  ineli  in  widths  nmiiBg 

from  its  base  to  its  tip,  and  inserted  into  the  gmiM  of  tbe  lower  jaiir« 

thns  binding  down  the  centre  of  the  tongtie  in  its  whole  kngth.    Bich 

side  of  the  tongue  was  partially  rolled  tip  over  this  bond,  thus  d»- 

fftrojing  its  flat  and  natural  appearance.    Upon  the  upper  gum  wis  a 

fibrous  protuberance  about  the  sise  of  a  small  grain  of  com.    llf 

child  was  very  feeble  when  bom— did  not  cry  or  attempt  to  nuiw ;  k 

lived  but  twelve  hours.    Probably  there  were  sone  istemal  lul^- 

mations. 

As  regards  the  supposed  causes  of  these  abnormalities  I  need  mj 

nothing,  as  I  can  offer  nothing  new  upon  the  subject.  The  motlMi 
enjoyed  unusual  good  health  during  her  pregnancy,  and  can  assigB  bo 
cause  for  these  departures  from  nature's  regular  course,  except  the  pro* 
tuberance  on  the  child's  gum,  which  she  assigns  to  seeing  a  ladj  in' 
sert  a  white-wax  tooth  in  her  mouth,  in  the  very  place  where  the  pro- 
tuberance occurred  in  the  child.  Though,  as  she  says,  she  can  assign 
no  cause  for  these  abnormalities,  yet  she  had  the  presentiment  that 
her  child  would  be  deformed,  and  asked  me  as  soon  as  it  was  bom, 
if  "it  was  right  ?  "  Neither  of  the  parents  are  aware  that  snpenra- 
merary  fingers  and  toes  have  existed  in  their  families. 

I  will  state  here  that  the  plaeenta  departed  from  the  normal  staad- 
ard,  being  small,  unusually  soft,  and  very  easily  penetrated  by  tb 
finger. 


!•     > 
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Case  in  Obstetrics,  with  Singular  Abnormal  Fostus. 

[A  Paper  read  before  Union  Medical  AMOciation,  Knightstown,  Ind.,  July  2, 1300.] 
BT   JOHK    LEWIS,   MJ>.,    OODSN,   IKDIAlfA. 

May  1,  1860,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  saw  Mrs.  G.     She  is  a  veiy  stttD 
woman,  of  lymphatic  temperament,  19  years  of  age  ;  has  been  mairioi 
a  little  over  twelve  months  ;  is  pr^^ant  for  the  first  time,  aaid  aeocri* 
ing  to  her  reckoning  has  just  completed  the  eighth  month  of  uteto- 
gestation.     Learned  that  she  had  had  a  chill  in  the  morning,  at  aboiA 
10  o'clock  ;  this  was  followed  by  a  brisk  reaction,  severe  pain  in  ibo 
head  and  back,  and  strong  uterine  pains  recurring  every  few  minuloo. 
At  present  her  pulse  beats  120  and  strong  ;  skin  hot  and  dry  r  a  gooi 
deal  of  thirst ;  tongue  covered  with  a  thick  white  coat ;  uterine  paiio 
occur  strongly  every  three  minutes  ;  os  uteri  is  closed,  cervix  not  ob- 
literated ;  bowels  constipated ;  urine  scant  and  high  colored  ;  stomach 
quiet.    Treatment :  Quiniie  sulph.,  grs.  iij.,  morphise  sulph.,  gr.  8t<» 
tp  be  taken  at  once,  and  repeat  every  two  and  one-half  hours,  unti\ 
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pain  oeA866.  Direoted  to  keep  *  cloth  wrong  out  of  a  decoction  of 
hope  applied  to  the  abdomen  constantly.  After  the  first  dose,  the 
oilier  powder  left  contained  but  one-fonrth  grain  morph.  snlph. 

Haj  2,  9  A.  M. — ^PaUent  free  from  pain — she  became  easy  soon  after 
midnig^ ;  but  three  of  the  powders  were  retained.  This  morning  she 
if  narcotized ;  vomits  ^whenever  her  head  is  raised  from  the  pillow  ; 
pnlae  81  and  soft ;  skin  moist  and  cool ;  no  thirst.  Treatment :  flr 
Pill.  c.  c,  No.  iij.,  at  once,  and  repeat  in  eight  hours,  if  necessary. 
After  the  purgative  has  acted,  take  qninise  sulph.»  g^.  ij.,  Dover's 
powder,  grs.  iij.,  at  once,  and  repeat  every  four  hours,  until  four  doses 
are  taken. 

May  8. — ^Puigative  has  acted  well ;  the  powders  are  taken  without 
any  distorbanoe  of  stomach  ;  patient  is  quite  comfortable,  and  better 
im  every  respect.     Dismissed  the  case. 

May  12. — Again  saw  patient.  She  informed  me  that  since  my  last 
vidt  she  has  felt  well,  except  from  weakness ;  that  to-day,  about  four 
hours  since,  she  began  to  feel  uterine  pains ;  they  are  now  quite  strong, 
reenrring  every  few  minutes  ;  she  has  had  no  chill  or  fever ;  pulse  and 
skin  natural.  Treatment :  Morphias  sulph.,  one-fourth  gr.,  Dover's 
powder,  grs.  iij.,  at  once  ;  repeat  once  in  two  hours,  until  pain  ceases. 
On  to-morrow,  take  pill.  c.  c,  iv. 

May  20. — At  10  o'clock  again  saw  patient.  She  has  been  comfort- 
aUe  for  the  past  seven  days ;  since  5  o'clock  this  morning  up  to  the 
present  she  has  suffered  from  uterine  pains,  light  at  first,  but  g^radually 
have  increased  in  force.  She  has  not  had  any  chill  since  the  lit 
inst. ;  her  skin,  pulse  and  tongue  is  natural.  This  morning,  at  9 
o'dock,  the  liquor  amnii  escaped  ;  of  that  fluid  there  was  an  unusual 
laige  quantity — it  was  so  great  as  to  completely  saturate  the  patient's 
doiking  and  bedding,  she  was  compelled  to  change  both.  The  liquor 
aaiaii  was  <^  a  dark  green  color,  and  contained  many  shreds  of  mucus 
of  the  same  color.  The  sheets  were  deeply  stained  with  the  same  hue. 
Ai  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  from  a  digital  examination,  I  found  the  os  uteri 
well  dilated,  external  parts  relaxed,  and  the  presenting  part  of  the 
faitas  acwiewhat  anomalous.  At  first  I  could  tell  nothing  about  its  « 
poaitioB,  but  by  a  more  careful  exploration  I  found  the  right  ear  of 
the  fceftis  immediately  under  the  83rmphi8i8  pubis  of  the  mother  ;  to 
her  right  I  found  the  eyes,  nose,  and  mouth ;  to  her  left  I  found  a 
soft  subatance  adhering  to  the  inside  of  the  uterus  on  the  left,  and  to 
the  preaenting  part  of  the  foetus.  With  my  finger  I  ruptured  that 
attadunent,  leaving  a  *'  flap  "  of  it  attached  to  the  presenting  part  of 
As  foBtoSy  and  could  distinctly  feel  a  portion  of  the  placenta 
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to  the  uterus  on  the  left,  and  extending  down  to  the  os  tinc».    Hiere 
was  some  hsBmorrhage  from  this  torn  surface,  which  continned  for 
about  five  hours,  and  ceased  from  the  formation  of  coagula.     Where 
the  vertex  ought  to  have  been,  judging  from  the  position  of  the  eir 
and  face,  I  found  a  broad,  flat  bone,  that  felt  like  a  plate  of  the  cnm- 
ium — I  could  find  no  other  one  ;  behind  it,  tbward  the  left  of  the 
mother,  there  seemed  to  be  a  vacuum.     The  position  of  the  lower  end 
of  this  bone  seemed  to  be  in  the  centre  of  the  pelvic  outlet. 

This  state  of  affairs  perplexed  me.  I  could  not  diagnose  the  presen- 
tation. The  uterine  contractions  continued  to  be  regular  and  tolerably 
strong  during  the  afternoon,  but  the  foetus  remained  a  "  fixed  lad" 

About  5  o'clock  p.  h.  the  uterine  contractions  began  to  slacken,  ob 
account  of  the  woman's  nervous  exhaustion.  To  increase,  if  possible^ 
the  force  of  uterine  contraction,  I  resorted  to  dry  cupping  the  sacmiiif 
quinias  sulph.,  footbath,  extract  of  ergot»  etc,  without  an j  effect.  The 
extract  of  ergot,  however,  was  ejected  by  the  stomach  as  often  as  taken, 
Mi  and,  of  course,  could  avail  nothing.  At  7  o'clock  p.  u..  Dr.  Kersej, 
of  Lewisville,  saw  the  patient  with  me.  He  confirmed  my  explora- 
tion, but  could  not  make  a  satisfactory  diagnosis.  We  concluded  to 
«  deliver  by  manual  force,  if  possible,  for  the  woman's  strength  was 
failing  rapidly,  and  uterine  contraction  had  almost  entirely  ceased. 
For  the  removal  of  the  foetus  I  introduced  the  index  finger  of  my  left 
hand  into  its  mouth,  and  placed  the  first  two  fingers  of  my  right  hand 
against  that  flat  bone  found  where  the  vertex  ought  to  have  been.  Bj 
means  of  this  attachment,  I  could  make  considerable  traction,  with 
the  effect  of  moving  the  foetus  a  little  at  every  effort. 

After  making  traction  for  a  few  times  in  the  manner  above  indicated, 
I  introduced  the  thumb  of  right  hand  into  the  mouth  of  the  fcetos, 
and  placed  the  first  two  fingers  of  the  same  hand  against  "  that  same" 
flat  bone.     With  this  fastening  I  could  and  did  make  strong  traction. 
By  directing  my  efforts  forward  and  upward,  (an  assistant  support- 
ing the  perineum,)  the  foetus  was  soon  removed  without  there  being 
any  expulsive  uterine  efforts.     The  placenta  was  removed  in  a  few 
.  minutes  after,  without  any  trouble.     The  woman  was  much  exhausted ; 
uterus  contracted  feebly,  requiring  constant  external  friction  to  prevent 
haemorrhage.     In  a  few  minutes  uterine  contraction  came  on,  and  the 
woman  was  dressed  and  left  in  bed  as  comfortable  as  circumstances 
would  permit: 

The  child  (still -bom,  of  course)  was  of  good  size  and  perfectly 
formed,  except  the  cranium  and  spinal  column.  From  occular  in- 
spection,  there  seemed  to  be  no  brain,  nor  bones  of  cranium.     There 
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was  about  one-half  inch  of  scalp  around  the  forehead ;  there  was  noth- 
ing behind  a  plane  drawn  from  before  the  coronal  suture  to  mastoid 
processes.  From  the  same  point  (coronal  suture)  there  was  the  end  of  a 
flat  bone,  about  two  inches  wide,  that  had  a  portion  of  placenta  attached. 
This  bone  extended  to  the  sacrum,  all  the  way  down  maintaining  its 
uniformity  of  width  and  appearance,  and  was  covered  with  cellular 
tissue.  The  skin  of  the  body  came  to  the  edge  of  the  bone,  and  ter- 
minated as  abruptly  as  if  cut  with  a  sharp  instrument.  This  plate  of 
bone  had  joints  like  the  yertebral  column,  the  ribs  being  joined  to  its 
under  side.  Its  cellular  tissue  most  likely  adhered  partly  to  the  body 
of  the  uterus  and  to  the  external  surface  of  placenta  which,  as  before 
mentioned,  extended  down  to  os  tines,  and  adhered  to  the  end  of  the 
bone.  We  thought  we  could  see  marks  of  attachment  on  the  placenta ; 
its  uterine  surface  was  quite  rough  with  some  kind  of  concretion. 

May  21  St. — This  morning  found  patient  with  a  flushed  face,  hurried 
respiration,  skin  dry  and  hot,  pulse  130,  abdomen  tjrmpanitic,  and 
very  tender  to  the  touch.  She  lies  on  the  back«  with  her  knees  flexed ; 
can  not  bear  the  weight  of  the  bedclothes  on  abdomen ;  tongue  dry, 
edge  and  tip  red ;  lochia  scant,  and  urine  retained.  Treatment : 
Quinie  sulph.,  grs.  iv.;  powdered  opium,  grs.  ij.;  calomel,  grs.v.:  mix. 
Take  at  once,  and  repeat  every  three  hours  until  four  doses  are  taken. 
In  four  hours  after  last  dose,— castor  oil,  3  y»  spts.  turpentine,  3  ij., 
at  once,  and  repeat  in  eight  hours,  if  necessary.  Apply  to  abdomen 
hoi  spirits  turpentine  once  in  five  hours,  and  keep  constantly  a  flannel 
doth  wrung  out  of  a  hot  decoction  of  hops  in  vinegar.  After  the 
purgative  has  acted,  give  one  of  the  following  powders  every  three 
hours  :~-quinine,  grs.  iij.;  Dover  powder,  grs.  iv.;  mix. 

May  22d. — Patient  feels  better  :  skin  cool  and  moist ;  pulse  80  and 
soft ;  tenderness  of  abdomen  gone,  except  in  Uie  left  inguinal  region  ; 
fullness  subsided ;  lochia  normal ;  urinated  freely  and  easily  ;  the  de- 
jections from  bowels  were  dark  colored  and  very  offensive.  Treat- 
ment :  Quinine,  grs.  iij.;  Dover  powder,  grs.  iij.;  phosphate  of  iron, 
grs.  iv.;  mix.  Take  at  once,  and  repeat  every  four  hours  antil  five  or 
six  doses  are  taken.  Continue  fomentations  and  embrocations  to  ab- 
domen, especially  over  left  inguinal  region,  till  all  soreness  has  subsided. 

May  28th. — Patient  has  improved  rapidly  since  last  date,  up  to  the 
present.  The  soreness  in  the  left  side  gradually  passed  away  ;  the 
bowels  were  kept  open  with  castor  oil  and  spirits  turpentine.  Every 
day  she  took  several  doses  of  phosphate  of  iron,  with  either  the  sulph. 
qainine  or  sulph.  cinchona.  She  continued  to  improve  rapidly,  from 
^j  to  day,  up  to  her  normal  standard  of  health. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Union  Medical  Society,  Knigfitttowiiy  fnd. 

Beported  by  B.  F.  Sldbb,  M.D.,  SMreUry. 

Society  met  on  Monday,  August  5th,  1861.  President  being  abseaty 
Dr.  Whitesel  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Business  being  in  order,  the  following  resolution,  offered  by  Dr. 

Elder  at  the  last  meeting,  was  taken  up,  and  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved y  That  the  members  of  this  Society  tender  their  profesnonal 
services  gratuitously  to  the  families  of  volunteers  now  in  the  United 
States  army. 

Dr.  Bundy,  whose  name  was  stricken  from  the  roll  at  a  pievioai 
meeting,  on  the  charge  of  non-attendance,  being  present,  and  hafiiig 
given  a  valid  excuse  for  his  delinquencies,  was  again  reinstated  ai  • 
member  of  the  Society. 

Beports  of  cases  being  in  order,  Dr.  Bundy  reported  a  case  of  fine- 
ture  of  the  head  of  an  infant,  by  a  kick  from  a  horse.  The  child  wii 
kicked  on  the  side  of  the  head,  the  skull  fractured  in  the  shape  of  a 
horse-shoe,  and  depressed,  he  thought,  nearly  a  quarter  of  an  indi,  tk0 
portion  depressed  corresponding  with  the  shape  and  size  of  the  foot  of 
the  horse.  Coma  and  paralysis,  with  a  large  ecchymosis,  were  dM 
immediate  results.  He  lanced  the  ecchymosis,  which  dischaiged  a 
large  amount  of  blood  and  serum.  A  few  days  afterward,  a  \ujfi 
abscess,  having  formed  within  the  head,'  discharged  through  ^  tn^ 
tured  bones  ahoul  a  pint  of  matter,  which  was  followed  by  a  madorf 
and  rapid  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  child.  Coma  iauBO- 
diately  disappeared,  and  the  fingers  and  toes  were  seen  to  move.  Hm 
abscess  still  continued  to  discharge  a  small  amount  of  pus  daily,  and 
the  child  was  growing  better.  The  case  not  having  yet  terminated, 
Dr.  Bundy  was  requested  to  report  it  at  length  at  the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  Newby  reported  a  case  of  diphtheria. 

Dr.  Whitesel  reported  a  case  of  carcinoma  of  the  stomadi. 

Dr.  Canaday  read  the  following  paper : 

Mr.  President  : —  I  submit  the  following  case,  with  a  few  remaike, 
not  because  I  think  there  is  any  particular  interest  attached  to  die 
case,  but  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the 
use  of  a  new  remedy,  or  new  at  least  to  many  of  us,  in  a  very  trouble- 
some foi-m  of  disease,  that  we  have  occasionally  to  contend  with, 
namely^  nausea  and  vomiting  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy. 

The  remedy  in  question  is  a  strong  decoction  of  comua  aeriooa 
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'swamp  dogwood)  and  dioscorea  villosa  (wild  jam),  made  by  steep- 
ng  equal  parts  of  the  dogwood  bark  and  root  of  the  jam  in  a  suffi- 
;ient  quantity  of  water  to  make  a  strong  decoction,  administered  cold 
n  doses  of  one  or  two  tablespoonfuls  every  three  or  four  hoars. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1861, 1  was  requested  to  visit  Mrs.  H.,  a  lady 
i(  delicate  constitution,  and  rather  feeble  health,  as  a  general  thing, 
QOther  of  two  children,  youngest  about  two  years  old.  6he  is  now, 
it  visit,  about  two  months  pregnant ;  says  she  feels  bad  all  over— can 
lardly  tell  how  ;  has  pains,  or  rather  a  hurting,  in  the  stomach  ;  bad 
aste  in  the  mouth,  frequent  nausea  and  vomiting,  together  with  a  good 
leal  of  spitting ;  tongue  slightly  coated,  loss  of  appetite,  sour  eructa- 
ions,  some  dizziness  of  head  ;  feels  languid  and  easily  fatigued.  The 
[leatest  trouble,  however,  is  the  nausea  and  vomiting,  with  the  loss  of 
appetite,  etc. 

Treatment :  Gave  her  a  cathartic  of  hydrargyrum  cum  cretsB  and 
oda,  and  followed  with  quinine  and  lupulin  for  two  or  three  days, 
iler  which  she  was  improved  in  every  respect,  except  the  nausea  and 
'omiting,  which  continued  about  the  same. 

July  21st. — Put  her  upon  the  use  of  the  above-named  decoctions, 
ritb  the  use  of  which  she  began  to  improve,  and  has  vomited  none 
ince  the  first  day  or  two  after  commencing  the  use  of  the  remedy,  up 
0  the  present  time,  August  4th.  Has  had  no  nausea  since,  and  in 
onsequence  of  the  cessation  of  nausea  and  vomiting,  she  has  gained 
titength,  improved  in  appearance,  spirits  and  general  health.  Finally, 
be  says  she  feels  better  for  the  last  week  than  she  had  for  nearly  three 
aonths  previously.  1  omitted  to  state,  in  Uie  proper  connection,  that 
Aer  taking  the  medicine  every  four  hours  through  the  day,  for  four 
t  five  days,  she  continued  it  three  times  a  day  for  some  time,  and  is 
till  taking  it  occasionally. 

I  have  used  the  remedy  in  several  cases  before,  and  with  like  favor- 
ble  results,  and  am  inclined  to  look  upon  it  as  being  the  remedy  for 
Aoaea  and  vomiting  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy.  However, 
ij  cases  have  not  been  sufficiently  numerous  to  establish  a  fact,  though 
t  has  afforded  relief  in  every  case  in  which  1  have  used  it,  and  I 
ave  given  it  in  some  seven  or  eight.  One  case  in  particular,  and  the 
rat  one  in  which  I  tried  it,  was  a  lady,  mother  of  two  children,  and 
•regnant  the  third  time  ;  had  suffered  extremely  during  the  first  foor. 
lontbs  of  each  of  her  previous  pregnancies,  from  ptyalism,  nausea 
nd  vomiting,  so  as  to  be  confined  to  her  bed  for  tne  whole  of  that 
[me,  and  able  to  retain  but  very  little  nourishment.  After  about  four 
nd  a  half  months  each  time,  she  gradually  grew  better,  and  enjoyed 
>lerably  good  health  up  to  full  term.  She  was  treated  each  time 
^ith  all  the  usual  remedies,  and  1  might  say  all  the  unusual  ones,  too, 
>r  she  took  every  thing  that  her  physician  and  the  gratuitous  pre- 
eribers  of  the  neighborhood  suggested,  with  but  very  little  benefit. 

These  symptoms  commenced  each  of  the  preceding,  as  well  as  this 
jne,  immediately  on  becoming  pregnant.  1  prescribed  for  her  daring 
er  second  pregnancy,  and  with  but  very  little  benefit.  This  time,  on 
etng  requested  to  prescribe  for  her,  I  resolved  to  try  the  yellow  yam 
mA  swamp  dogwood,  as  I  had  lately  seen  it  very  favorably  spoken  of. 

IT.— 84 
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Accordingly  I  gave  it  to  her,  prepared  aa  above  directed,  to  betaken  ii 
table-spoonful  doses  every  two  or  three  honrs.  Upon  calling  on  her 
in  the  evening,  after  she  had  been  taking  it  all  day,  she  said  the 
thought  it  was  going  to  help  her,  as  she  had  snffered  less  that  daj 
than  for  several  days  previous.  Bhe  continued  to  use  the  remedy  fn* 
some  time,  but  was  free  from  the  ptyalism,  nausea  and  Tomiting  in  a 
few  days. 

I  have  used  it  in  less  aggravated  cases  with  more  marked  reenlts. 
In  one  case  in  which  I  prescribed  it  last  winter,  it  acted  very  promptly. 
This  lady  was  also  the  mother  of  two  children,  had  suffered  auringtke 
first  three  or  four  months  each  time  from  nausea  and  vomiting,  §ai 
commenced  this  time  the  same  way.  I  prescribed  the  yellow  yui 
and  swamp  dogwood,  as  above  described,  and  in  less  than  a  week 
she  was  entirely  free  from  the  trouble,  left  o^  the  medicine,  and  Mt 
nothing  more  of  it. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  explain  its  therapeutic  action,  neitkr 
do  I  pretend  that  it  will  succeed  in  every  instance ;  but  one  thing  I 
do  know  :  in  the  few  cases  in  which  I  have  given  it,  it  has  prmd 
eminently  beneficial  in  every  one,  and  I  would  merely  request  tbe 
members  of  the  Society,  or  those  of  you  who  have  not  a  more  reliaUe 
remedy  in  the  above  disease,  to  give  this  a  fair  trial,  and  report  yoer 
experience  at  some  fhtui-e  meeting. 

Several  other  short  reports  were  made  by  Drs.  Rawlins,  Crane  tad 
Elder,  after  which  the  Society  adjourned,  to  meet  the  ^st  Mondaj  ii 
September. 


•  mmm  • 
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1.  Chloride  of  Zinc  in  Diseases  of  the  Skin. — Since  Hanker  b 
1^1,  called  attention  to  this  remedy,  Dr.  Yeiel,  of  Gannstatt,  baa  es- 
ployed  the  same  in  the  following  three  forms : 

1.  Spirit  or  alcoholic  solution :  equal  parts  of  the  chloride  and  il- 
cohol. 

2.  Liquor  or  aqueous  solution :  chloride  of  zinc  and  muriatic  tdi 
of  each  ten  parts ;  water,  five  hundred  parts. 

8.  Sticks  or  pencils,  prepared  like  the  sticks  of  caustic  potassa,  witk 
which  this  form  also  corresponds  in  the  manner  of  application. 

The  sticks  are  used  to  destroy  hypertrophic  lupus,  by  repestrf 
boring ;  in  exfoliative  and  exulcerative  lupus  the  application  of  th^ 
spirit,  followed  by  the  liquor,  proves  sufficient.  Superficial  or  eiythe- 
matous  lupus  requires  the  spirit  attenuated  by  the  liquor.  Other 
cntaneous  diseases  benefitted  by  these  preparations  are:  obstia*^ 
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eciema  of  the  eyelids,  lips,  genitals,  anus — the  spirit  painted  over ; 
■olar  and  impetiginons  eczema — ^the  liquor  applied  daily ;  eczema  of 
tlie  tongue,  fissures  of  the  nipples,  scrotum  or  hands,  callosities,  etc.— 
one  part  of  the  spirit  mixed  with  ten  parts  of  the  liquor ;  remains  of 
paoriasis— spirit ;  a  certain  form  of  palmar  psoriasis,  with  corn-like 
painful  protuberances — ^stick;  sycosis,  favus  and  some  varieties  of  acne 
— liquor;  circumscript  indurations  on  the  nose,  cheeks  and  lips — spirit ; 
chronic  ulcers  of  the  feet,  with  callous  edges — spirit;  cysts,  ulcerating 
glands,  fistulas  —  spirit ;  condyloma,  molluscum,  seborrhoea,  bums, 
chilblains — ^liquor. 

The  chloride  of  zinc  enters  into  combinations  with  nearly  all  the 
eknientfl  it  meets,  and  produces  a  descending  irritation,  which  leads  to 
eooltaction  of  the  surrounding  parts.  Hence  result  diminuUJt  tf«the 
wound,  speedy  formation  of  pus,  detachment  of  the  crufittpa  granu- 
lation, and  finally  a  good  scar.  On  this  account  the  chl^Se  is  pref- 
eimble  to  acids,  caustic  potassa,  nitrate  of  silver,  iodine,  and  other 
canatica. — 2^eiUckr,  d,  Gtsellsch.  d.  Aerzte  zu  Wien. 

2.  Oil  qf  JfuHard  for  Sinapisma,  —  Prof.  Bematzik  has  demon- 
■trated  by  experiments  instituted  at  Vienna,  that  by  great  piesaure 
the  ethereal  oil  can  be  separated  from  the  seeds  of  black  mustard, 
without  injuring  the  efficacy  of  the  remaining  cake  for  the  usual  pur- 
poM,  provided  that  the  presence  of  heat  is  prevented  in  the  process. 
The  eakea  obtained  by  a  hydraulic  press  of  one  thousand  hundred- 
wdghts  are  of  a  greenish -gray  color,  not  very  compact,  can  be  easily 
powdered,  and  will  keep,  in  a  dry  place,  over  a  year.  The  ethereal 
J|B  thus  separated,  when  applied  undiluted  to  the  skin,  develops  a 
l"^*^  amount  of  v^y  disagreeable  vapors,  and  produces  in  a  few  min- 
«lMi  the  most  intense  pain.  An  alcoholic  solution,  applied  by  means 
of  a  cloth,  soon  causes  a  burning  sensation,  in  the  course  of  five  or  six 
mimates  considerable  redness,  with  a  constantly  increasing  pain,  until 
the  doth  is  removed.  A  solution  of  mustard-oil  in  olive  oil  has  no 
particular  efiect.  The  oil  being,  also,  comparatively  cheaper  than  the 
powdered  seed,  and  easier  transported  as  well  as  kept  (which  is  an 
kem  deterring  attention  on  the  part  of  military  surgeons),  the  solu- 
tion of  it  in  alcohol  appears  to  be  in  every  way  preferable  to  the  usual 
poultice. 

Dr«  Herrmann  states  that  the  pil  of  mustard  has  been  used  in  a 
mnilar  manner  for  a  numbo*  of  years  in  the  military  hospitals  of 
Pragne.  By  saturating  blotting-paper  with  a  mixture  of  the  oil  and 
water,  the  oil  is  retained  on  the  surface  of  the  paper,  and  thus  brought 
isto  aven  a  doeer  contact  with  the  akin  than  can  be  procured  by  the 
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solution  in  alcohol.  One  drop  of  ethereal  mnstard-oil,  mixed  witha 
drachm  of  water,  is  sufficient  for  a  piece  of  paper  six  inches  in  lengtt 
and  four  in  width.  When  applied,  the  paper  is  covered  with  oil-dodi 
and  kept  in  its  place  hy  a  short  handage  or  an  adhesive  strip.  Fif- 
teen minutes  are  usually  required  to  develop  the  desired  effect. — Wk* 

ner  Medizin  Wbchenschr. 

I 
3.  Sclerema  Neonatorum  (Skin-bound  Disease.)  By  Dr.  J.  Boa* 

BAUM,  of  Dorsten. 

Jaundice,  lohular  pneumonia,  and  intestinal  irritations  are  common 
complications.     The  extent  and  intensity  of  the  affection  determine 
its  duration  and  result.     Recovery  may  follow  in  from  eight  to  four- 
teen days ;  death  hy  paralysis  of  the  lungs  is  a  more  frequent  termi- 
*  nation.     Suppuration  appears  hut  seldom. 

Etiology. — Among  the  predisposing  causes,  age  is  of   great  inflo- 
^  ence,  the  disease  appearing  usually  within  the  first  eight  days  of  life. 

Its  congenital  occurrence  is  not  proved.  Children  horn  prematorelf 
suffer  more  readily  than  those  horn  at  full  term.  Grenerally  the  pa- 
tients are  of  a  weak  constitution,  and  not  well  developed ;  those  of 
strong  huild,  however,  are  not  exempt.  The  influence  of  sex  has  not 
yet  been  sufficiently  ascertained.  ^ 

The  foundling-hospitals  show  a  singular  influence :  that  of  Pam 
has  hy  far  the  most  cases  (about  150  annually),  and  the  g^reatest  nam* 
her  of  deaths,  (eighty-five  per  cent.)  In  private  practice,  the  disease 
is  rarely  met  with,  and  then  mostly  among  the  poorer  classes.  Her 
veux  thinks  the  long-continued  horizontal  position  in  which  the  diil- 
dren  are  kept  at  the  Paris  hospital,  and  insufficient  nourishment,  may 
be  the  causes  of  colds  and  disturbed  circulation,  and  thus  prindpallf 
induce  the  sclerema.  A  full  explanation  of  all  the  influences  at  woik 
there,  is  yet  to  be  given. 

The  seasons  of  the  year  manifest  a  singular  influence,  alUkoqgHi 
colder  temperature  undoubtedly  favors  the  disease,  for  it  occurs  molt 
frequently  in  the  winter,  spring  and  fall. 

The  most  important  exciting  cause  is  cold,  and  the  disturbed  func- 
tion of  the  skin  resulting  from  it ;  the  disease,  however,  is  apt  to  tp* 
pear  without  any  such  influence. 

Nature. — This  is  the  most  obscure  point.  Rokitansky  seems  to  be 
right  in  ranging  among  the  complications  all  affections  of  intern^ 
organs  found  in  conjunction  with  sclerema,  which  he  considers  toarieo 
from  idiopathic  functional  derangement  of  the  skin.* 

Billard,  taking  the  oedema  for  the  principal  symptom,  declares  the 
disease  to  be  dropsical.    But  the  oedema  is  not  always  present,  and  of 
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•  secondary  character  where  it  appears.  Others  have  pronounced  the 
diaeaae  a  variety  of  erysipelas,  although  all  the  principal  features  of 
this  affection  are  wanting. 

The  opinion  of  Ch.  West,  that  the  lungs,  imperfectly  expanded,  in- 
dnce  ohstmcted  circulation  and  passive  swelling  of  the  integument, 
lacks  confirmation ;  and  Bouchut  determines  nothing  in  stating  that 
the  disease  is  cutaneous  and  consequent  upon  some  obstruction  in  the 
capillaries  and  lymphatic  vessels.  The  indurated  condition  of  the 
skin  perhaps  arises  in  that  way,  but  it  forms  the  first  symptom,  and 
cadema  as  well  as  internal  disturbances  may  be  readily  explained  as 
resulting  from  it. 

Trtaiwunt, — ^The  indications  are  to  dissolve  the  induration,  favor 
resorption,  improve  the  functions  of  the  lung^  and  the  circulation,  and 
strengthen  the  diminished  vital  power.  A  number  of  internal  and 
cactemal  remedies  have  been  recommended  for  these  purposes.  Lini- 
nents,  cataplasms,  leeches  and  blisters  must  be  rejected.  Animal  heat 
is  beneficial.  Baths  may  be  used,  if  the  patient  is  not  too  weak.  Of 
particniar  advantage  are  embrocations  with  warm  almond  or  poppy 
oO,  and  covering  the  affected  parts  with  cotton  which  has  been  previ- 
oosly  satarated  with  aromatic  vapors.  Methodical  kneading  of  the 
parts,  as  proposed  by  Legroux,  seems  to  be  also  of  good  service. 

Light  stimulating  and  toast  remedies  must  not  be  overlooked.  The 
best  nourishment  is  the  mother's  milk.  Retention  of  meconium  ob- 
stipation or  diarrhoea  are  treated  in  the  proper  manner. — Journal  fuer 
Emderkrankheiien, 

4.  Vaccination  of  very  Young  Children.  —  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Hadical  Society  of  the  Hospitals,  of  July  24th,  M.  Barthez  raised  the 
following  question  :  —  Is  it  proper  to  vaccinate  children  during  the 
first  few  days  after  birth  ?  This  practice  has  been  already  condemned 
by  M.  Bosquet,  Baron,  Natalis  Guillot,  as  having  produced  unhappy 
resolts.  M.  Dangau  attributes  to  it  the  production  of  erysipelas.  M. 
Barthez,  in  verifying  the  cause  of  deaths,  has  several  times  seen  the 
bodies  of  new-bom  children  presenting  the  traces  of  recent  vaccina- 
tion, and  has  heard  parents  attribute  the  premature  deaths  of  their 
diildren  to  this  operation.  In  two  cases,  he  has  believed  it  to  be  his 
dnty  to  inform  the  public  authorities  of  the  dangers  of  the  operation. 

M.  Blaehe  has  vaccinated  young  children  for  several  years  at  the 
Cochin  hospital.  He  has  often  witnessed  accidents,  such  as  the  indu- 
ration of  the  base  of  the  pustules  ;  their  ulceration,  the  cure  of  which 
has  ^demanded  not  less  than  from  fifteen  days  to  three  weeks  ;  and  a 
daageroos  form  of  erysipelas.     On  the  other  hand,  he  has  never  seen 
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these  accidents  in  older  children.  On  the  advice  of  li.  Bosquel^  \b 
has  refused  ahsolntelj  to  vaccinate  children  before  the  end  of  tin 
second  month.  Small -pox  is  rare  at  this  period  of  life.  Hedoei  not 
participate  with  M.  Behier  in  his  fears  on  the  subject  of  vaccinaliOB, 
to  which  in  France  the  administration  is  far  from  being  nnfaToraUa 
In  reply  to  M.  Lagroux,  M.  Blache  added,  that  in  the  nnfortuBile 
oases,  several  insertions  of  the  virus  had  been  made,  as  is  the  custott 
of  the  greater  number  of  physicians. 

Ji.  Hervieux  stated  another  inconvenience  from  premature  vacciia- 
tions,  which  became  a  new  cause  of  mortality  at  the  hospital  de$  Jbir 
/anis  Assisiis.  When  these  children  have  been  sent  into  the  oountij 
with  vaccinal  pustules,  the  administration  has  received  complainta  from 
the  sub^inspectors.  The  custom  has  been  then  to  retain  the  vaodaa- 
ted  children  at  the  asylum  until  the  pustule  shall  have  terminated  ill 
evolution.  M.  Hervieux  has  also  seen  a  g^reat  deal  of  erysipelas  ootf- 
secutive  to  vaccination,  and  believes  that  this  operation  itself,  withoni 
any  complication,  may  produce  a  state  of  languor  fatal  to  childieo. 
Small-pox  is  very  rare  in  young  children. 

M,  Simonet  observed  that  there  were  statistical  tables  at  the  offiee 
of  the  chief  of  police,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  first  to  veiify 
the  proportional  part  of  the  very  numerous  cases  of  the  death  o( 
very  young  children,  before  attributing  to  vaccination  that  wbidi 
is  not  perhaps  but  the  conditions  of  the  mortality  of  the  first  dsjs 
of  life. 


*  mt 
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Renunciation  of  Homceopathy 

BT  THK  LATK  KDITOB  OV  THB  NORTH  AMKKICAN  JOUBITAI.  OP  BOMOOPAnrt. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Timea. 

Sir  : — ^I  wish  to  put  on  record  in  your  pages,  not  only  that  I  h»^* 
long  since  resigned  all  connection  with  any  and  every  sectariia 
medical  society  and  publication,  but  that  I  now  most  distinctly  do  not 
believe  or  practice  according  to  any  one  medical  dogma  or  exclusive 
system.  I  have  repeatedly  been  on  the  point  of  making  this  decltrt* 
tion  public  in  some  regular  medical  journal,  as  it  is  well  known  thit 
I  have  often  done  in  private  conversation  and  in  Homoeopathic  periodi* 
cals ;  but  frequently  the  pressing  demands  of  the  sick  have  not  left  oc 
time,  and  at  other  times  I  have  been  deterred  by  the  urgent  entreaties 
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of  frieiids,  backed  by  tbat  natural  repugnance  which  eveiy  one  has  to 
p«blicly  acknowledge  a  change  of  opinion. 

In  simple  jostice  to  myself  I  will  beg  your  indulgence  to  a  short 
statement  of  my  connection  with  Homceopathy.  When  a  mere  school- 
boy, between  twelve  and  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  now  I  am  forty- 
oiie,  I  was  personally  under  the  care  of  an  aged  and  accomplished 
physician,  Dr.  Freytag>  of  Bethlehem,  Penn.  On  my  return  from 
boarding-school  to  this  my  native  city,  I  found  many  of  my  nearest 
nlatives  under  the  treatment  of  Drs.  Gram  and  Gray.  Thus,  both  in 
Ptnnsylvania  and  here,  I  was  early  thrown  in  contact  with  many  and 
earnest  converts  to  Homceopathy.  A  short  time  spent  in  a  wholesale 
drag  store  opened  my  eyes  to  the  immense  amopnt  of  adulterated, 
spoiled,  and  poor  drugs  and  medicines  which  were  then  and  perhaps 
are  bow  sold.  Not  a  few  of  my  dearest  relatives  had  not  been  saved 
iiom  agonizing  death,  and  some  were  still  suffering  with  varieties  of 
Ike  most  distressing  forms  of  chronic  disease,  which  had  not  been 
averted  by  all  the  devotion  and  skill  of  many  of  the  most  accom- 
plished physicians  of  the  dominant  school.  I  commenced  the  study 
ef  medicine  under  the  impression  and  with  the  fervent  hope  that  Ho- 
QMBopathy,  in  its  future  and  rational  development,  would  supply  all 
Ibet  was  deficient  in  medicine ;  but  all  my  natural  instincts  ever  have 
been,  and  ever  will  be  opposed  to  all  bigoted  exolusiveness  and  one- 
ideaism  in  religion,  politics,  science,  and  my  much  loved  profession. 
As  far  as  lay  in  my  power,  I  have  never  been  unmindful  for  a  day, 
from  the  commencement  of  my  career  as  a  medical  student  and  prac- 
titioner, of  the  numerous  and  brilliant  advances  in  regular  medicine 
which  have  been  constantly  progressing  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad.  I  must  say  that  I  never  have  been  a  convert  to  the  use  of 
infinitesimal  doses  ;  they  have  been  so  repugnant  to  every  fraction  of 
common  sense  which  I  possess,  that  I  have  always  felt  absolutely  de- 
graded when  making  what  I  conceived  to  be  necessary  trials  with 
V  them.  I  have  always  felt  that  I  was  doing  something  foolish  or 
wrong  when  giving  them ;  that  I  was  dealing  with  quantities  so 
minute  and  so  powerless  that  it  would  be  trifling  with  the  lives  of  my 
friends  and  patients  to  depend  upon  them  in  serious  cases,  and  with 
their  time  and  comfort  in  milder  attacks.  I  knew  full  well  that  Hahn- 
emann had  performed  all  his  first  cures  with  tangible  doses,  and  had 
cited  numerous  instances  from  reliable  medical  authorities,  in  which 
apparently  Homceopathic  cures  had  been  effected  with  not  unreasonably 
small  doses.  I  determined  to  commence  where  he  commenced,  and  if 
bsaUa  back  to  infinitesimal  doses,  would  reluctantly  but  at  the  same 
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time  decidedly  follow  the  results  of  my  experience.  I  have  never  felt 
myself  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  infinitesimal  doses ;  bnt»  on  the  con- 
trary, have  been  more  and  more  successful  in  strict  proportion  as  I 
gradually  increased  upon  the  very  small  quantities  which  I  first  used, 
and  in  proportion  as  I  departed  from  a  slavish  adherence  to  one  sys- 
tem of  medicine.  The  reports  of  others,  both  physicians  and  laymen, 
frequently  led  me  to  make  careful  trials  of  infinitesimal  doses  in  van* 
ous  cases,  but  never  with  satisfactory  success ;  while  many  extraordi- 
nary instances  of  recovery  from  distress  and  sickness  in  which  no 
medicine  had  been  given,  and  numerous  consultations  to  which  I  was 
called  by  Homoeopathic  physicians,  in  which  severe  disease  had  gone 
on  unchecked  by  these  powerless  agents,  more  and  more  convinced  me 
that  they  were  irrational  and  unsafe. 

A  careful  study  of  the  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica  early  coa* 
vinced  me  that  it  was  very  visionary  and  unreliable.  I  labored  long 
and  zealously  to  do  my  share  towards  giving  it-  a  more  practical  and 
common-sense  shape. 

The  dogma,  similia  simUibus  curantur,  was  long  a  stumbling-block 
to  me ;  it  seemed  so  utterly  opposed  to  reason,  that  it  was  often  with 
difficulty  that  I  could  force  myself  to  practice  according  to  it.    But, 
many  years  ago,  I  hit  upon  an  explanation  which  was,  and  is  stilV 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  me.     It  is  self-evident  that,  in  order  to  care 
any  disease,  a  state  diferent  from  that  presented  by  the  disease  must  be 
brought  about ;  hence  a  curative  drug  must  either  primarily  or  secon- 
darily exert  an  alteraiive  action ;  that  is,  if  we  leave  mere  revulsive 
effects  out  of  the  argument  for  the  present.     Similarity  is  not  iden- 
tity, but  a   similar  thing,  although  it  resembles  somewhat,  or  even 
strongly,  also  differs   somewhat,  and  even  greatly.     Hence,  a  drag 
which  acts   similar  to  the  action  of  any  given  disease,  also  difiers 
somewhat  in  its  action,  and  ultimately  may  exert  an  alteraiive  efiisct 
Similarity  is  a  hybrid  consisting  of  a  great  or  greater  degree  of  re- 
semblance, coupled  with  a  less  or  lesser  amount  of  difference ;  in  ftct» 
similarity  may  be  defined  as  a  slight  degree  of  d^erence,  quite  as  well 
as  interpi-eting  it  as  a  great  degree  of  resemblance.    Hence,  the  Homceo- 
pathic  law  ie  ordy  an  apparent  and  fragmentary  truth,  not  a  complete 
exhaustive  law.     It  is  a  fragment  of  the  great  law,  dfferentia  d^ere%' 
His  curantur,  sen  alterantia  cUterantiis  curantur,  of  which  in  its  form  the 
old  established  law,  contraria  contrarOs  curantur,  is  another  fragment 
For  opposite  or  antagonistic  things  are  such  as  diff^er  in  the  greateet 
degree ;  while  similar  things  are  merely  such  as  differ  in  the  least,  or  t 
lesser  degree,  or  in  certain  particulars ;  while  in  others,  they  may  be 
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mMttUiaUy  diferttU.  Identity  excludes  the  idea  of  difference,  while 
similarity  may  include  only  the  idea  of  casual  likeness.  Upon  these 
ideas  or  principles  I  have  long  thought,  studied  and  practiced,  and 
bATe  gradually  become  more  and  more  convinced  that  the  Homoeopa- 
thic is  only  a  partially,  or  even  only  an  apparently  true  law — a  mere 
fragment  of  the  greater  law  of  alterative  antagonistic  action  which  has 
been  practised  upon  for  ages. 

The  immense  advances  which  have  been  made  in  the  regular  school 
in  pathological  anatomy,  diagnosis,  microscopical  and  chemical  in- 
▼eatigation,  in  auscultation  and  percussion,  in  the  use  of  the  speculum 
and  ophthalmoscope,  and  in  the  use  of  ether  and  chloroform,  necessa- 
rily force  every  student  ,of  medicine  to  give  the  larger  portion  of  his 
attention  to  the  publications  of  the  dominant  school.  I  have  long 
endeavored  to  force  these  tangible,  practical,  and  essential  advances 
npon  the  attention  of  the  Homoeopathic  school,  and  labored  almost  in 
vain  to  convince  the  fraternity  that  the  healing  art  is  so  far  from  hav- 
ing attained  a  state  of  perfection  that  no  school  has  a  right  wholly  to 
despise  and  reject  the  other,  and  that  a  wholly  derogatory  estimation 
of  every  other  method  than  their  own  is  not  a  necessary  consequence 
of  their  adherence  to  the  latter.  Hence,  I  must  prefer  the  greater  to 
the  lesser  truth,  and  however  painfully  and  reluctantly,  must  endeavor 
to  cast  my  lot  with  other  friends,  other  theories,  and  other  practice. 

But  the  Homoeopathists  have  discovered  some  new  remedies,  and 
iBueiied  the  use  of  many  forgotten  old  ones.  If  consistent  with  the 
object  of  your  periodical,  at  some  future  time  I  will  furnish  short 
artides  on  the  use  of  Ignatia,  Cocculus,  Pulsatilla,  Agaricus,  Ham- 
memelis.  Cannabis  Sativa,  Euphrasia,  and  other  remedies,  simply 
premising  that  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  to  use  them  in  infinitesimal 
doaes,  nor  always  according  to  the  Homoeopathic  law. 

Yours,  etc.,  J.  C.  Pbters,  M.D. 

MM^ieal  TImm,  Aoffwt,  1861. 


•  •*  > 


Tania  Solium — Pumpkin-Seed  Emulsion. 

On  the  fourth  of  July  last,  one  of  my  patrons  informed  me  that  his 
little  boy,  a  delicate  child  of  ten  years,  had  passed,  at  various  times, 
pieces  of  tape-worm,  and  that  turpentine  and  other  medicines  had  been 
administered  at  three  several  times,  without  any  special  benefit. 

The  child  was  bom  of  healthy  parents,  in  the  city  of  New  YoitL^ 
b«t  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years,  owing  to  delicacy  of  health  and 
witkout  any  apparent  cause,  was  placed  under  the  care  of  a  relative  at 
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»  country-seat  on  the  Hudson,  until  his  remoyal  to  tUs  mty  four 
since.  Portions  of  the  worm  were  first  noticed  when  the  ohM 
four  years  of  age,  and  pieces  varying  in  length  from  »  few  joi&ta  to 
three  feet,  had  been  thrown  off  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  months  siMi 
that  period.  The  child  had  never  been  seriously  ill,  but  had  been  si^ 
ject  to  abdominal  distress,  frequently,  accompanied  with  slight  htrntf 
ordinarily  relieved  by  castor  oil,  the  action  <^  which  piodaced  laige 
dischai*ges  of  intestinal  mucus. 

Ordered:  Qr  Hydrarg.  submur.,  grs.  xij.;  pulv.  gambogia,  gr.^; 
olei  chenopodii,  gtt.  j.  Mix.  To  be  taken  at  bedtime  in  syrup.  To 
commence  taking  an  emulsion  of  pumpkin-seed,  well  bruised,  eariy  ia 
the  morning,  and  to  continue  it  until  at  least  a  quart  had  been  taken. 
At  4  p.  M.  the  next  day,  the  directions  having  been  carefully  followed, 
administered  one  ounce  of  castor  oil,  which  brought  away  the  entin 
worm,  measuring  nineteen  feet.     Head  examined  with  microscope. 

The  age  of  the  patient  invests  the  above  case  with  some  little  intsr- 
est.  Similar  treatment  had  been  successfully  adopted  by  me  in  two 
eases  occurring  in  male  adults,  one  a  native  of  England,  the  other  of 
New  York ;  both  of  whom  observed  the  passage  of  the  charaeteriitK 
joints,  during  a  sojourn  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  had  used  tur- 
pentine, calomel,  gamboge,  and  other  drastic  cathartics,  withoit  bai- 
efit.  With  one  of  these  patients,  in  1856,  I  used  kousso  and  male 
fern.  The  latter  brought  away  eleven  feet ;  two  months  later,  upon 
giving  the  emulsion,  thirteen  feet  were  voided,  including  the  kn^y 
thread-like  neck,  and  the  head. 

The  other  case,  in  1859,  was  relieved  of  forty-seven  feet,  indadiog 

the  head,  as  verified  by  microscopic  examination. 

Samuel  Willit. 
SL  Paul,  Minn,,  August  21,  1861. 


<  ■  » ■  » 


Battle  of  Bull  Run. 

ONE   day's   experience   ON   THE    BATTLE-FIELD. 
[From  the  Amerlc«ii  Medical  Times.] 
Camp  Platt,  near  Alexandria,  Va.,  July  26, 1861. 

I  have  had  no  time  to  write  to  you  before,  and  I  have  scarcely  tw 
time  now,  but  I  have  seized  a  few  moments  of  leisure  to  give  yon » 
brief  account  of  one  day's  experience  upon  the  field  of  battle. 

At  half  past  two,  Sunday  morning,  I  was  in  my  saddle,  with  mT 
assistants  by  my  side,  and  my  ambulance  was  ready  for  the  mfti^* 
The  column  began  to  move  at  this  early  hour,  but  our  Divisioa*  vft^ 
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G^eral  Miles,  did  not  leave  the  encampment  nntil  after  six  o'cl<Mdc 
A.  M .  We  then  followed  the  long  train  which  had  preceded  us,  and 
after  a  march  of  about  three  miles  took  up  our  position  where  the  hat- 
tie  of  the  preceding  Thursday  was  fought,  upon  the  brow  of  a  hill 
commanding  a  view  of  the  whole  valley  in  which  lay  the  forces  of  the 
enemy.  The  32d  and  the  16th  New  York  Volunteers  were  ordered  to 
■opport  Lient.  Pratt's  battery,  Col.  Pratt,  of  the  81st,  acting  as  Brig- 
adier-Ckneral  or  commanding  officer,  while  Lient.-Col.  Brown  took 
charge  of  our  own  regiment,  the  Slst ;  subsequently  Col.  Pratt  took 
eharge  of  his  own  regiment  and  was  ordered  to  support  Major  Hunt's 
battery. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  were  fairly  in  position,  the  batteries  opened 
upon  the  enemy  with  shell,  solid  shot,  grape,  and  canister.  Their  ih9 
was  very  effective,  but  it  was  not  answered  until  late  in  the  afternoon. 
In  the  meantime  my  assistants  aided  me  in  selecting  a  place  along  the 
wood,  in  our  rear,  where  a  pretty  deep  cut  or  gorge,  leading  a  little  off 
from  the  main  road,  would  enable  us  to  dress  the  wounded  without 
ezpotore.  We  all  went  to  work  with  a  will,  with  the  help  of  the 
druBuner  boys,  and  had  soon  cleared  the  gorge  of  stones  and  bushes. 
Here  we  proposed  to  have  the  wounded  brought  on  stretchers  by  the 
dmmmers  and  a  few  volunteer  aids,  who  together  composed  my  am* 
hnlance  corps.  We  then  placed  our  ambulance  above  and  beyond  the 
gorge,  in  the  direction  towards  a  log-house,  which  was  situated  one- 
fiarter  of  a  mile  further  off  in  the  rear.  We  took  down  the  fences 
to  let  the  ambulance  pass,  and  planted  our  red  flags  at  the  temporary 
dqM»t,  and  at  the  log-house.  We  were  all  ready  when  we  received 
notioe  of  an  expected  charge  of  cavalry  upon  that  road,  and  weie 
leqnested  to  select  a  building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road,  as  the 
enemy's  batteries  would  range  across  the  old  log-house.  Accordingly 
we  hastened  to  make  the  change,  and  in  a  few  minutes  we  had  every- 
thing as  well  arrange  in  a  snug  wooden  house,  occupied  by  negroes, 
as  if  we  were  in  Bellevue.  The  operating  table  was  ready,  the  bed 
arranged,  and  the  instruments,  sponges,  bandages,  cordials,  etc.,  in 
order. 

I  now  rode  back  to  the  field,  and  found  we  had  had  one  slight 
skirmish,  in  which  one  man  of  the  16th  had  been  wounded  in  the 
head,  which  Dr.  Crandell,  of  the  16th,  had  already  dressed.  It  was 
past  mid-day,  and  tve  were  all  tired,  hungry,  and  thirsty.  Exploring 
a  garden  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  the  batteries,  I  found  cabbages, 
basis,  parsley,  onions,  sage,  and  potatoes ;  near  by  were  chickens,  and 
smoked  hams  in  a  deserted  lodge.     Water  we  found  one-quarter  of  a 
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mile  to  the  left  on  the  borders  of  the  woods,  within  which  Imj  the 
enemy,  but  the  drummers  brought  water,  and  with  the  help  of  Mr^ 
Nourse,  Dr.  Marvin,  and  my  son,  we  soon  made  about  four  gaUona  of 
the  best  soup  I  have  ever  eaten.  We  had  salt  and  pepper  to  seaaon 
it,  and  good  appetites  to  welcome  it.  We  made  also  a  large  coffee- 
pot full  of  coffee,  and  found  sugar  to  sweeten  it  This  we  carried  to 
the  rear  and  fed  out  first  to  the  Colonel  and  his  staff,  and  then  to  the 
line  officers  and  men,  as  far  as  it  would  go,  not  forgetting  onrsdfes 
and  the  drummer  boy. 

After  this  precious  repast  we  carried  whisky  to  those  soldiers,  who 
had  been  skirmishing,  or  who  seemed  especially  to  need  it ;  for  thej 
were  without  shelter,  under  a  sky  of  brass.  To  those  who  called  for 
it  also  we  sent  or  carried  water  in  pails — such  water  as  we  could  get 
The  men  never  left  their  lines,  except  when  ordered  to  act  as  skirmish- 
ers, and  must  have  perished  except  for  some  such  refreshments. 

At  about  four  or  five  p.  m.,  a  message  was  sent  to  us  that  the  enemy 
were  retreating,  and  that  the  day  was  ours,  and  I  immediately  retomed 
to  my  hospital  to  order,  of  the  black  inmates  of  the  South,  supper  for 
the  Colonel's  staff  and  my  own.  I  was  standing  at  the  door,  lookii^ 
out  towards  the  road,  when  I  saw  the  regiments  approaching  in  order, 
but  rather  rapidly ;  at  the  same  moment  came  an  order  from  Dr. 
Woodward,  the  intelligent  and  faithful  medical  director  of  our  divi- 
sion, for  me  to  fall  back  with  my  hospital  to  Centreville,  about  oae 
mile  further  back,  as  the  enemy  were  making  an  attempt  to  flank  u 
on  the  left,  in  the  direction  of  our  division.  I  immediately  had  every- 
thing replaced  in  the  ambulance,  and  having  paid  Maria,  the  black 
woman,  whose  dinner  we  did  not  eat,  we  started  for  Centieville. 
We  went  along  the  same  road  with  the  troops,  who  were  moviBg 
in  good  order,  and  without  any  appearance  of  alarm.  At  Centre- 
ville I  took  out  my  amputating  case,  general  operating  case,  tnd 
medicine  chest,  and  finding  a  large  number  of  wounded  already  hen, 
proceeded  at  once  to  dress  their  wounds,  extract  the  bullets,  etc.  We 
were  occupied  for  an  hour  or  more  in  an  old  tavern.  My  assistenti 
here  were  Dr.  Lucien  Damainville  (first  Assistant),  Dr.  — .  Brown* 
Mr.  Marvin,  medical  student,  Mr.  Nourse,  and  my  son  Frank,  who 
had  been  acting  most  of  the  day  as  the  Colonel's  aid.  I  think  Dr* 
Amt,  of  one  of  the  Michigan  regiments,  was  with  us  at  this  time. 
We  had  no  bandages,  no  lint,  no  sponges,  no  cerate,  and  but  very  lit- 
tle water,  and  I  think  only  one  basin.  Our  first  attention  was  directed 
to  those  already  in  the  house.  Stooping  down  as  they  lay  crowded 
upon  the  floor,  we  inquired,  "  Where  is  your  wound,  my  poor  fellow?' 
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for  they  seldoni  called  us  until  we  came  to  their  relief,  nor  did  many 
of  them  ntter  a  moan.  There  they  lay  silent,  waiting  their  turn. 
Most  of  the  wounds  were  made  by  spherical  balls — some  had  gone 
tbroagh  entirely,  without  breaking  a  bone  or  severing  an  artery — and 
to  them  we  said,  "  Bravo,  my  boy,  a  noble  wound,  but  no  harm  done. 
Mr.  Nourse,  apply  a  cloth,  wet  with  cool  water."  Not  a  few,  encouraged 
and  strengthened  by  these  words,  got  up,  and  came  on  foot  to  Alex- 
andria and  Washington.  I  saw  several  at  Fort  Runyon,  from  whom 
I  had  extracted  balls  from  the  neck,  arms,  and  legs,  the  next  morning 
when  I  arrived  there,  and  they  had  walked  the  whole  distance.  Three 
or  four  had  balls  through  their  bodies,  and  had  walked  two  or  three 
miles  to  the  village ;  one  was  brought  up  with  a  wound  in  his  thigh, 
who  had  lain  on  the  field  since  the  Thursday  preceding.  He  will  re- 
coYer,  I  think. 

From  this  building  we  went  to  a  private  house,  which  was  alio 
Ml,  and  then  to  the  old  stone  church.  Here  I  met  Dr.  Taylor,  of  the 
Ist  New  Jersey  Regiment,  who  was  laboring  most  industriously,  and 

Dr. ,  a  private,  a  very  intelligent  man,  belonging,  I  think,  to  tlii 

2nd  Michigan,  and  who,  for  his  extraordinary  zeal  and  attention,  de- 
lenres  g^ieat  credit. 

In  the  old  stone  church  the  men  were  lying  upon  every  seat,  be- 
tween all  the  seats,  and  on  every  foot  of  the  floor ;  a  few  on  stretchers, 
perhaps  three  or  four  ;  a  dozen  or  more  on  blankets  —  occasionally 
vpon  a  litter,  hay  or  straw,  but  mostly  on  the  boards. 

The  scene  here  was  a  little  different ;  it  was  dark  ;  we  had  but 
two  or  three  tallow -candles.  The  men  had  been  waiting  longer, 
and  were  in  general  more  severely  wounded  ;  and,  although  now  and 
tlien  a  man  asked  us  to  pass  him,  and  to  look  first  after  some  one  ly- 
ing near  who  was  suffering  more,  yet  from  all  sides  we  were  constant- 
ly begged  and  implored  to  do  something  for  them.  After  a  little  we 
eoncluded  to  take  them  in  order  as .  they  lay ,  since  to  do  otherwise 
midered  it  necessary  to  consume  time  in  going  backwards  and  for- 
wards, and  we  were  constantly  in  danger  of  treading  upon  the  wound- 
ed ;  indeed,  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  doing  so.  By  this  time  we 
had  found  a  hospital  knapsack,  and  were  pretty  well  supplied  with 
bandages  ;  but  the  time  did  not  allow  us  to  do  much  more  at  first  than 
to  extract  the  bullets,  and  apply  cool  water-dressings,  with  lint. 

Only  two  amputations  were  made  by  myself ;  one  below  the  knee, 
and  one  above  the  elbow-joint.  Both  of  them,  I  confess,  were  done 
wry  badly,  but  I  could,  at  the  time,  and  under  the  circumstances,  do 
no  better.    My  back  seemed  broken,  and  my  hands  were  stiff  with 
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blood.  We  still  had  no  sponges,  and  scarcely  more  water  than  wai 
necessary  to  quencli  the  thirst  of  the  wounded  men.  My  astistanti 
were  equally  worn  out — Dr.  Taylor  alone  seemed  vigorous,  and  readf 
for  more  toil. 

At  half-past  twelve,  or  about  that  time,  we  went  out  to  get  a  cti- 
dle,  to  enable  Dr.  Taylor  to  amputate  a  man's  arm  at  the  shoolder 
joint.  Just  then  a  regiment  came  up,  and  the  Colonel  was  challeDged 
by  the  picket.  This  reminded  me  that  if  we  were  to  stay  all  nigH 
as  we  had  mutually  agreed  to  do,  we  should  need  the  countenign; 
but,  ''although  we  told  him  we  were  medical  men,  in.  diaige  of  the 
wounded,  and  intended  to  stay,  this  was  leAiaed  to  w.  Tim  (kimi 
told  us  that  his  was  the  last  regiment  covering  the  retreat 

We  obtained  a  candle,  and  went  to  the  house  where  lay  Dr.  Tay- 
lor's patient,  with  his  arm  terribly  shattered  with  a  cannon-ball,  or 
fragment  of  a  shell.  It  was  nearly  torn  off,  near  the  shoulder-joint, 
but  the  hemorrhage  was  trivial.  He  was  dying  of  the  shock.  We 
gave  him  whisky,  the  only  stimulant  we  had,  with  water,  dressed  tlie 
wound  slightly,  and  left  him  to  his  fate. 

Dr.  Damainville  and  I  now  lay  down  upon  our  backs  upon  the  fl<w 
beside  the  wounded;   we  could  do  no  more — our  last  candle  wai 
burning.     8ome  of  us  had  seen  all  the  wounded,  probably  250  in 
number,  and  done  for  them  all  that  lay  in  our  power.     I  had  drak 
some  buttermilk,  and  eaten  a  sandwich  that  Adjutant  Washburn  liii 
held  to  my  mouth  once  in  the  evening,  but  none  of  us  had  had  aaj 
other  food.     I  had  sent  Adjutant  Washburn  to  overtake  General  Me- 
Dowell  early  in  the  evening,  and  to  represent  our  condition,  but  hs 
could  not  find  him,  and  returned  without  help.     The  two  bottles  of 
whisky,  taken  by  my  son  from  the  ambulance,  when  we  first  came, 
were  already  nearly  distributed  to  the  wounded.     They  had  not  • 
morsel  to  eat ;  the  ambulances  were  all  gone,  and  had  bean  for  sevenl 
hours.     As  we  went  into  the  street  again,  we  found  it  was  silent  ai 
the  grave ;  the  pickets  even  were  gone,   and  except  a  few  men,  so 
soundly  asleep  under  the  trees  that  we  could  not  awaken  them,  that 
was  no  one  left  in  the  road.     After  a  second  consultation  we  dete^ 
mined  to  go  also.    My  assistants  and  myself  soon  found  our  horsas, 
but  the  servant  was  gone,  and  with  him  the  bridles,  nor  could  we,  af- 
ter much  search,  and  long  and  loud  shouting,  find  him.     I  went  ba<& 
to  the  old  stone  church,  and  found  one  soldier,  just  brought  in,  whose 
wounds  I  dressed,  and  then  said  aloud  to   the  poor  fellows  within : 
"  Thank  God,  my  boys,  none  of  you  are  very  seriously  injured ;  j(M 
will  probably  all  get  well."    To  which  I  heard  one  or  two  feeble  re- 
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qKmses,  "  Thank  you,  Doctor,  thank  yon."  1  could  not  tell  them  i 
was  about  to  leave  them,  and  I  trust  in  leaving  them  so  I  did  them  no 
wrong.  1  conld  be  of  no  more  service  to  them  until  morning,  and 
then  1  presumed  they  would  be  in  the  hands  of  a  humane  and  civilized 
enemy,  who  would  care  for  them  better  than  we  could.  As  I  passed 
along  out  of  the  village,  1  requested  one  gentleman  who  lived  there  to 
look  after  them,  and  also  of  a  man  and  wife  with  two  daughters. 
Iliey  all  promised  to  do  what  they  could. 

Our  instruments  we  could  not  take.  There  were  five  of  us,  and 
two  horses,  and  my  son  had  sprained  his  ancle,  and  conld  scarcely 
walk,  so  we  went  on  towards  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  in  half  an 
hoar  we  began  to  overtake  the  rear  regiments,  and  soon  1  saw  Dr. 
Woodward's  cheerful  face,  begiimed  with  dirt  like  our  own.  I  told 
him  bow  we  had  left  the  wounded.  There  was  no  remedy,  said  he ; 
they  must  be  left.  We  hurried  on,  and  at  Fairfax  Court-House  over- 
took (General  McDowell,  to  whom  1  at  once  reported  the  condition  and 
nnmber  of  the  wounded,  and  requested  to  be  sent  back  if  he  thought 
it  best.  He  replied, "  You  have  done  right,  keep  onto  Washington.'' 
As  I  was  leaving  the  gate  he  sent  a  messenger  to  call  me  back,  and  to 
ask  me  if  I  were  walking.  I  replied  that  I  was.  "  Qen,  McDowell 
has  here  ten  or  twelve  ambulances,"  said  he,  "for  the  wounded, 
which  he  obtained  by  a  dispatch  to  Washing^n.  He  wishes  yon  to 
ride."  From  Fairfax  I  rode  until  our  ambulance  broke  down,  filled 
with  wounded.  The  wounded  were  transferred  to  another  ambulance, 
■ad  I  again  took  to  my  feet,  and  occasionally  to  my  horse.  1  reached 
Foit  Ranyon,  opposite  Washington,  at  about  10  a.  m.,  and  here 
washed  my  bloody  hands  and  arms,  for  here  I  found  the  first  water. 

The  wounded  were  scattered  the  whole  distance  from  CentreVille  to 
Washington,  not  in  Urge  numbers,  but  here  and  there  one  could  be 
aatQ,  walking  by  the  aid  of  one  or  two  associates.  In  reference  to 
the  ambulances,  the  occasion  of  their  absence  from  Centreville  was 
flimply,  that  the  drivers  became  frightened,  and  to  turn  them  back 
wonld  have  been  impossible.  Nor  do  I  think  it  would  have  been  pos- 
■ible  for  General  McDowell  to  have  sent  one  vehicle  back  beyond 
Fairfax  at  the  time  I  saw  him. 

It  is  remarkable  that  most  of  the  wounds  seen  by  me  were  not  of  a 
^sharacter  which  would  be  likely  to  prove  fatal.  Perhaps  the  men 
most  severely  wounded  were  left  upon  the  field,  or  were  dressed  by 
those  noble^surgeons  who  were  near  them,  and  some  of  whom  lost 
their  lives,  while  others  gave  themselves  up  as  prisoners. 

In  no  case  did  a  wound  seen  by  me  require  the  use  of  a  tomiquet, 
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although  some  of  the  soldiers  had  their  limbs  tightly  girded  so  as  io 
have  already  occasioned  great  swelling  and  pain. 

Most  of  the  balls  extracted  were  spherical ;  and  of  those  which  I  n- 
moved,  the  majority  were  removed  through  counter  openings,  the  balli 
lying  close  against  the  skin. 

Nearly  all  the  soldiers  that  I  have  seen  since  the  battle,  in  Wash- 
ington  and  Alexandria,  are  doing  well. 

I  must  not  omit  to  state  that  after  I  had  left,  and  when  I  soppoied 
our  whole  party  was  in  front  of  me,  Mr.  Nourse,  acting  assistant 
apothecary  in  our  regiment,  went  back  with  three  horses,  and  pladsg 
three  wounded  officers  upon  them,  sent  them  off,  for  which  he  wooU 
accept  of  no  compensation.  He  then  walked  himself  the  whole  dii- 
tance  to  Alexandria.  This,  with  many  other  signal  instances  of  tliii 
young  man's  courage,  endurance  and  humanity,  deserves  an  especiil 
notice. 

My  own  regiment  having,  under  its  excellent  commander.  Col. 
Calvin  E.  Pratt,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  covered  the  retreat  of  most  of 
the  forces,  and  especially  of  Hunt's  battery,  which  took  up  a  new  posi- 
tion near  Centre ville  early  in  the  evening,  left  the  ground  at  11  p.  v., 
and  returned  in  perfect  order  to  its  old  encampment  near  Alexandm. 
Before  they  left  they  received  five  successive  volleys  from  the  enemT*! 
infantry,  but  not  allowing  their  own  fire  to  be  drawn  they  saved  them- 
selves and  their  battery  from  being  overwhelmed  and  taken.  I  most 
r^ard  the  coolness  and  discretion  of  Col.  Pratt  under  these  circum- 
stances as  the  highest  evidence  of  his  capacity  as  a  military  commaB- 
der.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  Surgeon  Slst  Reg.  N.Y.S.V. 


•  ••» 


Iodide  of  Iron  in  Phthisis.  —  Having  administered  the  symp  of 
iodide  of  iron,  mixed  with  water,  to  twenty -five  consumptive  patients, 
Dr.  Cotton  establishes  these  conclusions  :  The  syrup,  in  doses  of  cm 
drachm  twice  or  three  times  a  day,  occasionally  produces  headadie 
with  some  dyspeptic  symptoms  ;  but  for  the  most  part  it  agrees  well 
with  consumptive  patients.  Although  very  far  from  exhibiting  whit 
might  be  termed  a  specific  effect,  it  nevertheless  seems  to  act  veij 
beneficially  in  a  fair  number  of  cases,  especially  where  the  disease  is 
only  in  an  early  stage.  Under  its  influence,  the  patient's  weight  is 
generally  increased. — Med,  Times  and  Gazette, 
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TrwuaetionM  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Indiana:  Twelfth  Annual  Seeiion,  held 
ia  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  May  21  and  22,  1861. 

The  Gommitteo  oq  Publication  of  the  Indiana  State  Society  cer- 
tainly deserve  special  praise  for  the  promptness  with  which  they  have 
issued  the  Transactions  of  their  late  session  in  May ;  and  we  thank 
the  Committee,  also,  for  the  pleasure  we  have  received  in  the  perusal 
of  the  little  volume  before  us.  • 

The  staple  of  the  two  most  important  papers  is  the  old  and  well- 
worn  topic  of  medical  education.  First  is  tlfe  Annual  Address  of  the 
President,  Dr.  B.  8.  Woodworth,  of  Fort  Wayne ;  and  yet,  while  the 
subject  announced  is  trite,  we  can  assure  our  readers  that  the  style  in 
which  the  matter  is  presented  is  most  pleasantly  fresh  and  piquant 
It  diacusses  medical  men.  deportment,  books  and  opinions,  ancient 
and  modem,  with  taste  and  discrimination,  and  yet  the  characteristic 
manner  of  expression,  as  well  as  modesty  of  the  author,  is  manifest 
throoghout.     It  is  a  capital  address. 

Next  in  order  comes  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Edu- 
cation, by  Dr.  J.  F.  Hibberd,  of  Richmond ;  and  we  wish  that  we  had 
time  to  give  a  full  synopsis  of  this  paper :  we  will  only  endeavor  to 
present  the  leading  feature.  After  a  brief  introductory  summaty  of 
points  to  be  observed  in  professional  culture  and  requirement,  the  Doc- 
tor proceeds  to  develop  a  plan  for  the  elevation  of  the  profession  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  somewhat  as  follows :  Let  there  be  created  a 
"College  of  Guardians  of  Health/*  which  is  to  originate  or  spring  from 
tlie  State  Medical  Society,  by  the  appointment  of  fifteen  of  its  "most 
accomplished  medical  men/*  who  are  to  incorporate  themselves  under 
the  general  law  of  the  State,  and  who  thereafter  are  to  examine  all  can- 
didates for  its  honors,  and  confer  diplomas  on  such  as  are  found  wor- 
Ay.  This  College  of  Guardians,  of  course,  is  a  higher  degree  in  medi- 
cine. It  is  to  be  made  an  honor  to  hold  its  parchment ;  and  as  from 
time  to  time  its  numbers  increase,  this  body  will  finally  become  the 
great  prominent  medical  organization  of  the  State.  For  its  support 
many  details  are  suggested.  All  the  physicians  of  the  ^iate  are  to  be 
required  to  take  out  a  license  to  practice,  which  will  create  a  "  Guar- 
dians of  Health  "  fund.  This  is  to  be  drawn  upon  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Association.  Certain  officers  are  to  be  on  salary  ;  certain  ser- 
vices are  to  receive  compensation ;  libraries,  cabinets,  pri^s,  etc.,  are 
to  be  provided  for.  This  brief  outline  will  perhaps  giv^an  ideaollibft 
IT.— 86 
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plan  developed  in  the  report  of  Dr.  Hibberd.  We  are  not  prepaml  to 
express  our  opinion  of  it.  On  general  principles,  we  have  long  beea 
averse  to  any  legislation  for  the  protection  or  elevation  of  the  profes- 
sion. The  plan  in  this  report  is  plausible,  and  presents  attractive  fei« 
tures  ;  it  is,  however,  something  complicated,  and  will  bear  a  matnzer 
consideration  than  we  have  had  time  to  afford  it. 

The  remainder  of  the  volume  is  taken  up  with  several  brief,  bat  ia- 
teresting  reports.  **  On  the  Microscope,'*  by  Dr.  C.  West,  of  Hagen- 
town,  gives  a  summary  of  important  results  obtained  through  this 
agency. 

Dr.  T.  B.  Harvey,  of  Plainfield,  gives  a  clear  summary  of  new  rem- 
edies, that  is  valuable  and  interesting ;  and  in  conclusion.  Dr.  Comin- 
gore,  of  Danville,  gives  a  report  of  several  interesting  cases  occiirrifig 
in  his  private  practice. 

In  addition  to  these  papers,  thus  briefly  disposed  of,  we  have  the 
usual  report  of  proceedings,  rules  and  constitution,  membership,  etc 
We  notice  the  Society  did  itself  the  credit  to  elect  Dr.  Parvin,  of  Indi- 
anapolis, President  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  officers  elect  tie— 
President,  Dr.  T.  Parvin;  Vice  Presidents.  Drs.  C.  West,  H.  Cox, 
A.  H.  Bobbins,  and  J.  A.  Skinner;  Recording  Secretaries,  Dn.  C. 
Brown  and  J.  W.  Oaston;  Corresponding  Secretary,  J.  S.  Athoo; 
Treasurer,  J.  H.  Woodburn ;  Librarian,  J.  J.  Eooker. 

The  next  session  of  the  Society  will  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  the 
third*  Tuesday  in  May,  1862. 

Tenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  IlUnoU  State  Medical  Society.    Held  in  Parii,  MiJ 
8th  and  9th,  }860. 

This  volume  of  Transactions  is  rather  late  in  its  issue,  donbtless  for 
reasons  satisfactoiy  to  the  Committee  having  this  matter  in  hand.  A 
number  of  extended  and  valuable  reports  are  embraced  in  the  TVansac- 
tions,  making  the  volume  one  of  considerable  bulk — more  than  two 
hundred  pages.  We  regret  that  we  have  not  time  to  give  more  than  t 
notice  of  the  papers,  as  several  of  them  are  prepared  with  more  tbiB 
u^al  care,  aqfl  deserve  more  than  a  mere  notice  of  their  titles. 

First  we  find  a  popular  Address  before  the  Society  and  the  puUic, 
on  the  Mutual  Relations  and  consequent  Mutual  Duties  qf  the  Medicd 
Profession  and  the  Community,  by  Prof.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago— •» 
old  iheme,  and  yet  too  little  realized  and  appreciated.  Vatedicteff 
Address  of  the  retiring  President,  Dr.  Prince,  of  Jacksonville.  A- 
port  of  Committee  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  Dr.  E.  L.  Holmes,  of 
Chicago.    Trhen  follows  a  very  mature  and  extensive  repoit  of  I^/Um- 
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wuttary  AfecHoM  of  Female  Breasts,  by  Prof.  W.  H.  Byford,  of  Chi- 
cago. Report  on  Surgery,  by  Prof.  D.  Brainard,  of  Chicago ;  this 
is  also  an  extended  report,  and  embraces  the  discussion  of  several  very 
important  topics,  as  ununited  fracture,  angularity  of  bone  after  frac- 
ture and  anchylosis,  treatment  of  chronic  hydrocephalus  by  injeciions 
of  iodine,  iodine  as  an  antidote  to  the  venom  of  rattlesnake,  etc.,  etc. 
Changes  in  the  ComposUion  and  Properties  of  the  Milk  in  the  Human 
Female,  also  the  food  most  proper  for  infants  when  deprived  of  the 
mother's  milk,  by  Prof.  N.  8!  Davis.  Report  qf  RheumaHsm,  by  Dr. 
Whitmore;  On  Verairum  Viride,  by  Dr.  A.  Hard,  of  Aurora;  On 
Pradieal  Medicine,  by  Dr.  C.  Ooodbrake,  of  Clinton. 
Dr.  Wm.  M.  Chambers  was  elected  President  for  the  past  year. 


■  mt 


Brigade  Medical  AppointmerUs  from  Ohio, — ^By  a  recent  general 
order  of  the  war  department,  we  learn  that  the  following  gentlemen 
have  been  appointed  Brigade  Surgeons :  Dr.  Chas.  O'Leary,  from 
August  8,  1861 ;  Dr.  J.  P.  Robinson,  from  August  6,  1861 ;  Dr. 
Wm.  Clendenin,  from  August  6,  1861,  and  Dr.  Oeorge  C.  Shumard, 
from  August  6,  1861. 

dig  Bospital  of  Cincinnati. — From  tim,e  to  time  we  have  noted 
the  steps  which  have  been  taken  in  the  reoganization  of  the  Commer- 
cial Hospital  of  Cincinnati.  In  accordance  with  the  laws  enacted  by 
the  Legislature,  the  Hospital  passed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
Board  of  Trustees,  constituted  as  follows :  The  Mayor  of  the  city, 
and  the  oldest  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City  Infirm- 
ary are  members  ex  officio  ;  the  Governor  appoints  one,  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Hamilton  County  appoints  two,  and  the  Superior 
Court  of  Cincinnati  appoints  two.  We  have  already  announced  the 
names  of  the  Board  thus  appointed.  There  has  been  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  to  proceed  cautiously  in  the  inauguration  of  the 
neeesaary  changes  contemplated  in  the  new  organization  of  the  Hoa- 
]Htal.  The  rules  and  regulations  have  been  carefully  remodeled,  and 
the  Regular  Hospital  Staff  will  consist  of  sixteen  members,  besides 
ike  Pathological  Anatomist.  Each  member  of  the  staff  is  required 
to  give  regular  clinical  lectures  during  the  term  of  his  service.  In 
common  with  a  laige  portion  of  the  profession,  interested  in  dinioal 
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instruction,  we  have  long  advocated  the  policy  which  is  now  adopted 
in  the  control  of  this  old  and  important  institution. 

We  add  the  complete  organization  and  staff  of  the  Hospital,  at  now 
constituted  : 

BOARD   OF   TRUSTEES. 


Hon.  George  Hatch,  Mayor  of  Cinoinnati,  JSz  officio^ May,  1861 

G.  Lin  DEM  ANN,  City  Infirmary  Trustee,  "      "      May,  1861 

N.  W.  TuoMAs,  Esq.,  appointed  by  the  GoTemor, May,  186-. 

Aex.  Long,  Esq.,  appointed  by  Court  of  Common  Pleas, May,  1861 

J.  J.  QuiNN,  M.D.,         "  "  "  «        May,  186-. 

F.  Mater,  appointed  by  Superior  Court  of  Cincinnati,  May,  186^ 

David  JuDKiNS,  M.D.,    "        "  "  ««  May,  1886. 

A.  Watson,  Superintendent, At  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

Mrs.  Watson,  Matron, At  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

A.  Jacobi,  Storekeeper,... At  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

,  Apothecary,  At  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

medical    staff. 

Medical  Wards,  On  doty. 

L.  M.  Lawson, October,  Noyember,  December,  April,  May,Jii]ie. 

Thomas  Carroll, "  "  «  "  «       « 

John  Davis, "  "  «  «*  "       " 

C.  G.  Comegys, rJanuary,  February,  March,  July,  August,  September. 

James  W.  Graham, "  "  ««  "  «  " 

W.W.Dawson, "  "  "  "  «<  « 

Surffieal  Wards, 

Geo.  C.  Blackman October,  Noyember,  December,  April,  Ma7,JaBe. 

Wm.  Clendenin, "  "  "  ««         «       « 

Jesse  P.  Judkins, January,  February,  March,  July,  August,  Septembtr. 

Thomas  Wood,...., **  "  "  »  «  " 

OhsUirieai   Wards, 

M.  B.  Wright, ...January,  February,  March,  July,  August,  September. 

Wm.  Carson, October,  Noyember,  December,  April,  May,  Joae. 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children, 

J.  B.  Smith, October,  Noyember,  December,  April,  May,  Jnna 

J.  H.  Tate, January,  February,  March,  July,  August^  S^Umbtf. 

Oculists, 

E.  Williams, 1   T  Not  determined: 

F.  Schmidt, j  \  Act  together  for  the  prestai 

Pathological  Anatomist W.  H.  Taylor. 

Resident  Physicians H.  Eyersman,  T.J.  Karber. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  Dr.  George  Mendenhall  was  elected  to  tlie 
department  of  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  but  feeling  that  his 
private  professional  engagements  wonld  not  admit  of  that  attention 
to  its  duties  that  the  position  required,  he  declined  its  acceptance. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  Hospital  is  undergoing  Tarioas 
i-epairs,  and  it  is  the  design  to  make  it  as  fit  and  comfortable  as  the 
nature  of  the  present  old  building  will  allow. 
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StaU  Medical  Board, — At  the  third  meeting  of  the  Btate  Medical 
Board,  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  the  offices  of  Surgeon 
and  Assistant- Sargeon,  the  following  gentlemen  were  approved  and 
recommended  to  the  Governor  for  commission  : 

Surgeons, — J.  R.  Black,  Hebron,  Licking  Co.;  Abraham  McMa- 
han,  D.  E.  Wade,  Cincinnati ;  J.  R.  Arter,  Salineville,  Columbiana 
Co.;  A.  R.  Fifield,  Conneaut ;  Henry  T.  Greer,  H.  F.  Grove,  Wash- 
ington, Guernsey  Co.;  Alex.  McBride,  Berea,  Cuyahoga  Co.;  P.  A. 
Gordon,  Mansfield  :  Joel  Pomerene,  Mt.  Hope,  Holmes  Co.;  Alfred 
Taylor    'Cleveland  ;  W.  H.  Lamme,  Centerville,  Montgomery  Co. 

Surgeon* B  Mates. — ^B.  F.  Miller,  Cincinnati ;  J.  C.  Denise,  Dayton  ; 
J.  L.  Mounts,  Morrow  ;  W.  H.  Park,  Tiffin ;  T.  J.  Smith,  Warren ; 
A.  Wilson,  Sidney  ;  £.  Y.  Chase,  Zanesville ;  A.  Longwell,  Delaware ; 
W.  R.  8.  Clark.  Bucyrus  ;  A.  H.  Bundage,  Berkshire  ;  J.  H.  Whitford, 
Circleville;  A.  G.  Hart,  Hartford,  Trumbull  Co.;  Geo.  E.  Sloot, 
Elyria  ;  J.  G.  Purple,  Painesville ;  E.  Binnet,  Granville;  C.  B. 
Richards,  Bellevue ;  H.  L.  Cheney,  Groveport. 

The  following  named  Assistant- Surgeons  were  recommended  for 
promotion:  Drs.  K.  Wirth,  9th  Regiment;  R.  W.  Thrift,  13th 
Regiment;  W.  C.  Daniels,  14th  Regiment;  J.  G.  Cleveland,  15th 
Regiment. 


— ^We  commend  the  attention  of  medical  students  to  the  following 
notice  from  the  Surgeon- (General  U.S.A. 

•*  Surgkon-General's  Office,  August  9,  1861. 

"  The  following  Act  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  Corps  of  Medical 
Cadets  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

"  '  Sxo.  7.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  there  be  added  to  the 
Medical  Staff  of  the  Army  a  Corps  of  Medical  Cadets,  whose  duty  it 
•hall  be  to  act  as  dressers  in  the  general  hospitals  and  as  ambulance 
attendants  in  the  field,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  medical 
officers  alone.  They  shall  have  the  same  rank  and  pay  as  the  military 
Cadets  at  West  Point.  Their  number  shall  be  regulated  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  service,  at  no. time  to  exceed  fifty.  It  shall  be  composed  of 
young  men  of  liberal  education,  students  of  medicine,  between  the  ages 
ot'  eighteen  and  twenty-three,  who  have  been  reading  medicine  for  two 
years  and  have  attended  at  least  one  course  of  lectures  in  a  medical 
college.  They  shall  enlist  for  one  year,  and  be  subject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  last  month  of  their 
servioe,  the  near  approach  of  their  discharge  shall  be  reported  to  the 
Soigton-Creneral,  in  order,  if  desired,  that  they  may  be  relieved  by 
jmother  detail  of  applicants.' 

"  Application  must  be  made  to  the  Suigeon- General  for  admission 
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into  the  corps,  in  conformity  with  the  above  act,  stating  the  daia  nd 
place  of  birth,  place  of  residence,  period  of  medical  stadiea,  and  endot- 
mg  the  certificate  of  the  dean  of  die  college  (or,  when  not  obtainabh, 
other  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  fact),  that  the  applicant  has  atteodid 
one  full  course  in  a  medical  college.  Those  applications  most  alto  te 
accompanied  with  testimonials  of  the  good  moral  character  aad  sooad 
physical  condition  of  the  candidate. 

**  When  an  applicant  is  favorably  considered,  the  candidate  will  »• 
ceive  a  letter  authorizing  him  to  appear  before  an  Army  Board  of  Hfld- 
ical  Examiners,  who  will  make  a  special  report  in  such  case.  Frm 
among  those  approved  by  the  Board  the  Surgeon  General  will  sehet 
such  a  number  as  the  service  may  require. 

"  As  the  services  of  this  class  of  medical  and  surgical  asaistanti  an 
at  once  required,  applications  (to  be  successful)  should  be  promptlj 
made  to  the  Surgeon-General,  who  will  direct  the  candidate  to  appeir 
before  one  of  the  Army  Medical  Boards  now  in  session  in  Washington 
and  the  city  of  New  York.  R.  C.  Wood,  Acting  Snrg.-Oea. 

The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  derives  some  philoso^ 
cal  comfort  from  the  civil  conflict  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  deems 
it  fair  to  presume  that  with  the  huge  evils  of  war,  there  will  also  i»0B 
certain  benefits  socially  and  professionally  that  are  not  to  be  overlooked. 
That  journal  has  the  following  in  a  late  number  : 

"A  state  of  war  is  clearly  providential,  and  hence  must  have  l»ffl 
ordered  for  wise  ends  ;  and  it  may  fairly  be  supposed  that  not  thektft 
of  the  benefits  of  such  a  political  storm  must  be  to  clear  away  thenu^nl 
and  mental  rubbish  that  is  so  apt  to  accumulate  in  prolonged  periodi 
of  national  peace,  and  from  which  spring  those  noxions  weeds,  thatleH 
to  flourish  nncliecked,  would  prove  far  more  dangerous  to  a  nation'i 
safety  than  the  means  instituted  for  their  destruction.     Of  this  u- 
ture  are  the  various  forms  of  heresy,  medical  as  well  as  political,  whiA 
in  these  latter  days  have  increased  to  an  extent  hitherto  unknown.    It 
is  in  times  of  national  prosperity,  when  comforts  -  and  Inznries  mo^ 
abound,  that  the  mind  seems  prone  to  expand  itself  in  vain  and  foolu^ 
speculations  ;  and  in  a  country  like  our  own,  where  liberty  almost  to 
license  is  the  rule,  men  are  tempted  to  wander  away  from  the  brosd 
gaze  of  the  sun,  lured  by  the  uncertain  and  flickering  light  that  dances 
in  their  own  distorted  and  enfeebled  imaginations.     The  experience  of 
a  thousand  years  is  thrown  aside  to  give  place  to  the  hallncinations  of 
crazy  enthusiasts,  which  in  their  turn  give  place  to  others,  until  the 
truth  is  entirely  lost  sight  of,  and  men  find  themselves  wanderers  in 
dark  and  unknown  regions.     No  surer  remedy  exists  against  such  an 
evil  than  that  whose  operation  we  are  beginning  to  feel. 

*'  Another  indirect  effect  of  the  prosperity  with  which  onr  country  bas 
been  peculiarly  favored,  has  been  a  diminished  moral  tone,  which  h»s 
expressed  itself  by  undervaluing  many  of  the  choicest  of  heaven  s 
blessings.  So  wicked  have  men  become,  that  the  most  sacred  lawsare 
violated  without  hesitation,  to  subserve  some  selfish  end  ;  crimes  have 
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become  not  nncommon  to  which  were  attached,  in  better  days,  the  most 
fcarfnl  penalties.  A  recent  writer,  in  allusion  to  one  effect  of  the  pre* 
sent  crisis,  truly  says :  *  We,  to  whom  life  ought  to  have  been  at  a 
premium,  have  been  less  conservative  of  this  precious  commodity  than 
Austria  (whom  we  have  often  undervalued  and  despised),  where  life 
18  redundant.  Life  has  been  habitually  disregarded  and  wantonly 
wasted.  The  suicidal  and  murderous  practices  which  exist  in  the  com- 
monity  of  preventing  and  destroying  ofiBspring  have  obtained  such  a 
liold  upon  lai^  portions  of  the  people,  as  to  rank  among  the  conserva- 
tive virtues.  This  perversion  of  both  natural  and  supernatural  virtue 
will  probably  undergo  speedy  correction.  Boys  will  be  wanted  to  de- 
fend their  country,  replenish  decimated  ranks,  and  cultivate  the  neglect- 
ed soil.  They  will  soon  become  valuable^;  and  the  virtuous  American 
matron,  surrounded  by  a  troop  of  fair  daughters  and  stout  sons,  will 
not  be  reproached  as  a  foolish  person  who  has  had  a  larger  family  than 
was  convenient,  but  will  be  honored,  as  were  the  Roman  and  Israelitish 
mmtrons,  for  bringing  forth  and  rearing  children  —  the  futute  life  of 
the  State.'  8urely,  if  the  ordeal  through  which  we  are  now  called  up- 
on to  pass  shall  accomplish  nothing  more  than  to  correct  a  vitiated 
public  sentiment  in  matters  medical  as  well  as  moral,  and  bring  men 
back  to  a  just  sense  of  their  higher  duties  and  responsibilities,  it  will 
prove  a  blessing  rather  than  a  curse." 

^vacki  a  Hundred  Tears  Ago.  —  If  our  forefathers  a  hundred  years 
ego  conld  not  boast  of  their  mesmeric  influences,  or  of  table-turning, 
or  of  spirit-rapping,  they  were  the  victims  of  a  marvellous  list  of 
quackeries  of  other  descriptions,  which  were,  perhaps,  more  injurious 
in  their  effects.  It  was  literally  the  age  of  quack  medicines,  and 
every  possible  disease  was  fitted  with  its  nostrum,  all  duly  qualified  by 
His  Majesty's  letters  patent.  There  were  **  The  Original  Balsam  of 
Health,"  otherwise  called  "The  Balsam  of  Life,"  which  is  described 
18  ••  the  most  admirable  vulnerary  in  nature  ;  "  the  "  Golden  Nervous 
Cordial,  or  Paralj^tic  Drops,"  which  was  "  the  greatest  preservative  and 
leetorer  of  health  ever  yet  published,"  and  had  been  "  sent  many 
years  ago  by  Her  Catholic  Majesty  to  King  James  the  First's  consort ; " 
the  ••  Famous  Sugar-plums  for  Worms  ; "  the  "  Grand  Elixir  of 
Ease,"  which  was  a  certain  cure  for  the  colic  ;  and  "  The  Much-famed 
Hypo  Drops,"  which  "  infallibly  cure  melancholy  in  men  or  vapors 
in  women."  One  **  Doctor  Toscano  "  declares  himself  able  to  find 
ovtt  and  cure  all  diseases  to  which  humanity  is  liable,  adding,  in  con- 
dnsion,  "I  will  forfeit  one  hundred  guineas  if  anybody  can  prove 
to  the  contrary."  Some  of  these  medicines  are  put  forward,  under 
the  name  of  the  celebrated  Doctor  John  Hill,  the  g^reat  medical  and 
literary  quack  of  the  age  ;  such  as  '*  Essence  of  Water  Dock,"  a  safe 
lemedy  for  scurvy  ;  and  the  '*  Elixir  of  Baridana,"  which  waa  infal- 
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to  record  the  testimony  of  these  gentlemen  as  to  the  kind  treatment  of 
the  enemy,  towards  themselves  as  well  as  the  wonnded  prisoners. — 
Eds.  L.  d^  O.] 

Death  of  Dr,  Charles  Parry. — In  the  appropriate  place  appears 
the  notice  of  the  decease  of  Dr.  Charles  Parry,  of  Indianapolis. 
rhis  is  a  great  loss  to  the  professional  ranks,  not  only  of  his  adopted 
eitj,  hut  to  the  whole  population  of  the  state  of  Indiana.  Dr.  Parry 
itood  hy  common  consent  amongst  the  very  foremost  of  the  physicians 
»f  his  State. 

Tin  Fracture  Splints, — Dr.  E.  8.  Cooper,  of  San  Francisco,  re- 
commends tin  fracture  splints  instead  of  wood  or  other  material.  He 
thinks  it  the  most  convenient  and  easy  of  preparation  upon  an  emer- 
^ncy  ;  any  tinner  hcing  able  at  short  notice  to  furnish  splints  of  any 
jMTticular  desired  pattern,  and  the  economy  in  expense  being  also 
|iiite  an  important  item. 

Substitute  for  Lint  in  Surgical  Dressings, — A  correspondent  of  the 
Lomdom  Lancet  suggests  perforated  muslin  as  a  cheap  and  convenient 
vbatitute  for  patent  lint.  It  is  prepared  for  use  by  folding  the  muslin 
nany  times  upon  itself,  and  with  a  small  punch  and  mallet  perforat- 
ng  numerous  holes  at  short  distances  apart. 

New  Books. — Just  as  we  are  going  to  press,  we  have  received  from 
fetsra.  Blanchard  <&  Lea  the  following  works,  which  will  receive 
«riy  attention :  Bumstead  on  venereal  diseases,  Harwell  on  diseases 
»f  the  joints,  Morland  on  urtemea. 

^The  State  Medical  Board  will  meet  in  Columbus,  September  6th, 

or  the  examination  of  candidates  for  Surgeons  and  Assistant- Sur- 
leons.  Those  who  purpose  going  before  the  Board  will  apply  to  Dr. 
L  W.  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Columbus. 

The  New  Anesthetic,  Reroselene,  is  just  now  attracting  considerable 

itention.     The  Philadelphia  Reporter  says  : 

"Dr.  E.  Cutter,  of  Woburn,  relates  briefly,  in  the  New  York 
)ftdical  Times,  the  effects  of  the  new  anesthetic,  keroselene,  in  some 
zperiments  with  it  upon  himself  and  several  other  members  of  the 
liddlesex  East  District  Medical  Society.  They  came  under  its  influ- 
noe  immediately,  he  says,  and  also  recovered  from  it  well.  In  his 
mn  case,  he  remained  under  its  influence  half  an  hour,  and  in  one 
riml  insensibility  was  complete.  It  has  also  been  used  externally  by 
it.  Ingalls,  in  neuralgia." 
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PREPARED   BY  C.   A.   KABYMAlfir,    ll.D. 

PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 

1.  Treatment  of  OotU. — ^Tronsseaa  conceives  the  following  combi- 
nation, proposed  by  M.  Becquerel,  to  be  the  most  efficient :  Snlpbate 
of  quinine,  t\7enty-two  {grains  ;  extract  of  colchicam-seeds,  eigkt 
grains ;  extract  of  digitalis,  four  grains ;  divide  into  ten  pills.  Two 
or  three  of  these  pills  should  be  exhibited  in  the  coarse  of  twenty-fonr 
hours  for  two,  three  or  four  successive  days.  The  success  is  sometimts 
wonderful,  the  excruciating  pain  of  a  genuine  acute  paroxysm  yield- 
ing in  seven  or  eight  hours,  and  the  attack  itself  subsiding  in  two  or 
three  days. — Dublin  Medical  Press, 

2.  Tartar  Emetic  in  Asthma. — ^In  three  cases  of  long  standing.  Dr. 
E.  B  Forsee  obtained  permanent  relief  by  nauseating  doses  of  tarUr 
emelic  with  morphia  :  one-fourth  or  one-eighth  of  a  grain  of  the  one, 
one-eighth  of  a  grain  of  the  other,  repeated  every  twenty,  thirty  or  siztf 
minutes.  When  the  spasmodic  action  abates,  the  patients  are  advised 
to  take  small  doses  of  antimonial  wine  for  some  days.— >iSk.  Jottj^ 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

3.  Cure  /or  Whooping- Couffh. — Dr.  B.  Woodward,  of  Galesbmg, 
III.,  used  a  new  formula  with  which  he  states  to  have  succeeded  beyood 
his  most  sanguine  hopes.  Take  best  roasted  Java  coffee,  fouromiceB; 
boiling  water,  eight  fluid  ounces  ;  displace  and  add  loaf  sugar  q.  s.  to 
make  a  syrup.  When  nearly  cold,  add  tincture  of  veratnun  viride, 
two  fluid  drachms  ;  fluid  extract  of  coninm,  four  fluid  drachms.  Gi^ 
from  one-half  to  one  teaspoonful  every  four  or  five  hours,  till  the 
cough  is  well.  This  treatment  will  effect  a  cure  in  from  eight  to 
twelve  days. — Med.  and  Surg,  Reporter. 

4.  Cerasin  in  Ague. — ^The  editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Inii' 
genous  Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Keith,  gives  cerasin — the  active  principle 
of  the  choke-berry,  Cerasus  Ftr^tntana— during  the  intermission  in 
fever  and  ague,  six  or  eight  grains  every  three  or  four  hours,  and  says 
its  effects  are  marvellous. 

5.  Scarlet-Fever  and  its  Treatment. — Dr.  Z.  Woodruff  thinks  death 
in  scarlet-fever  to  occur  in  the  majority  of  cases  from  the  reflex  action 
of  the  nervous  system,  the  poison,  by  its  primary  action  upon  the 
skin,  interrupting  the  functions  of  that  organ  and  thus  prodncing 
cerebral  disturbance.  The  proper  treatment,  therefore,  would  have  to 
quiet  by  all  available  means  the  irritability  of  the  nervous  system. 
One  of  the  most  effectual  means  for  so  doing  is  the  free  administration 
of  anodynes,  among  which  the  various  preparations  of  opium  are  tbo 
most  reliable.  Where  opium  is  found  to  disagree,  other  anodynes 
may  be  substituted,  as  lupulin,  belladonna,  etc.     The  laat-nam^  is 
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valuable  only  when  given  in  doses  sufficient  to  qaiet  the  nervous 
system,  and  not  from  its  exerting  a  specific  action  in  this  disease. 
The  room  where  there  will  be  the  least  noise  and  confusion  should  be 
selected,  air  and  sunlight  freely  admitted.  The  temperature  should  be 
as  low  as  the  patient  will  bear,  without  being  chilly.  While  the 
skin  is  everywhere  in  a  state  of  irritation,  it  is  an  impossibility  to 
take  cold.  In  this  disease  there  is  not  only  a  morbidly  excited  vascu- 
lar action  of  the  skin,  but  intense  nervous  excitement.  The  effect  of 
cold  is  to  diminish  both  to  that  state  which  is  requisite  to  enable  the 
■kin  to  perform  duly  its  function.  An  increase  of  heat  must  be  neu- 
tralized by  a  corresponding  augmentation  of  the  cold,  which  latter 
will  be  found  to  conduce  to  perspiration  in  all  cases  in  which  perspi- 
lation  is  prevented  by  an  unnatural  excitement  of  the  skin.  It  is 
highly  important  that  an  equable  temperature  be  preserved.  Frequent 
sponging  with  cold  or  tepid  water,  if  the  heat  of  the  body  is  above  a 
natural  standard,  or  if  the  patient  is  restless,  is  generally  beneficial ; 
although  it  should  be  discontinued  if  there  is  any  sensation  of  chilli- 
ness. The  extremities  should  be  kept  warm  until  the  eruption  makes 
its  appearance  among  them.  The  bowels  should  be  kept  regular  by 
gentle  laxatives  or  injections.  Ipecacuanha,  tartar  emetic  and  otlm* 
nauseants  are  rather  injurious  than  beneficial.  No  irritating  applica- 
tions should  be  made  to  those  parts  upon  which  the  eruption  has  ap- 
peared ;  blisters  are  especially  to  be  avoided.  Among  the  variovs 
local  remedies  used  for  the  throat  affection,  none  answer  so  good  a 
purpose  as  the  Peruvian  bark.  As  the  eruption  recedes,  the  fiannels 
should  be  immediately  re-applied,  and  the  skin  be  rubbed  with  oil 
every  day,  until  the  new  cuticle  is  completely  formed.  During  this 
time,  the  room  should  be  kept  warm,  the  patient  warmly  clothed,  cold 
'drinks  avoided,  and  exposure  of  every  kind  be  carefully  guarded 
against.  Of  sixty-nine  cases  treated  in  accordance  with  this  rule, 
only  one  proved  fatal.  In  small-pox  and  measles  the  same  course 
may  be  pursued. — Amer,  Med,  Qaz, 

6.  Bemia  (Eupion  Naphtha)  in  Rheumatism  and  Neuralgia. — ^This 
substance  is  a  light  eupion  oil  obtained  in  the  manufacture  of  coal  and 
petroleum  oils,  entirely  different  from  the  hydrocarbon  benzole,  some- 
time also  called  benzine,  obtained  by  the  distillation  of  coal  tar  or 
benzoic  acid.  Aside  from  its  industrial  and  pharmaceutical  uses,  it  is 
not  without  value  as  a  therapeutic  agent  and  has  been  used  with  no 
little  success  as  a  topical  application  in  rheumatic  and  ncuralgiac 
afEsctions.  A  piece  of  cloth  or  paper  is  saturated  with  it  and  bound 
to  the  part  affected  by  several  thicknesses  of  cloth,  for  as  long  a  time 
as  the  patient  can  bear  the  pricking,  burning  sensation  which  follows. 
If  necessary,  the  application  should  be  repeated. — The  Druggist, 

7.  Oxygen  in  Asthma — In  this  disease,  says  Prof.  J.  Rowell,  the 
Ivngs  are  so  constructed  that  they  can  not  furnish  to  the  blood  its 
wonted  amount  of  oxygen  and  eliminate  from  it  carbonic  acid.  The 
treatment,  therefore,  has  either  to  relax  the  spasm  of  the  bronchial 
tabes  and  thereby  increase  the  breathing  capacity  of  the  lungs,  or  fhr- 
niah  an  atmosphere  for  the  respiration  of  the  patient  richer  in  oxygen. 
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proportionate  to  the  diminished  capacity  for  breathing.  Both  of  tbeie 
indications  are  met  in  using  stramonium  and  saltpetre.  But  the 
smoking  of  stramonium  debilitates,  is  uncertain  in  its  action,  and  dan- 
gerous. Chloroform,  both  by  inhalation  and  external  application  to 
the  chest,  relieves  the  spasm  much  more  effectually,  more  uniformly, 
and  with  greater  safety  to  the  patient.  The  only  reason  why  the  hom- 
ing of  saltpetre  paper  in  the  sick  room  relieves  asthma,  is  the  £Mit 
that  oxygen  is  eliminated  and  the  air  is  made  richer  in  that  element 
The  chlorate  of  potassa,  treated  in  a  similar  manner,  gives  the  stmt 
and  greater  relief,  because  from  it  more  oxygen  is  eliminated.  Better 
still  is  oxygen  carefully  prepared  and  set  free  in  the  sick  room,  or  in- 
haled from  an  ordinary  gas-bag,  diluted  with  one,  two  or  three  met- 
sures  of  atmospheric  air.  In  suffocation  by  the  fumes  of  burning 
charcoal,  the  inhalation  of  oxygen  would  also  I'esuscitate  more  prompt- 
ly than  any  other  agent. — San  Francisco  Medical  Press. 

Prof.  Howell  is  not  aware  of  any  previous  recommendation  of 
oxygen  as  a  remedy  for  asthma.  Its  value,  however,  against  that 
affection  has  been  established  a  long  time  ago  ;  we  recollect  it  b^ 
mentioned  in  that  connection  at  the  time  we  were  initiated  into  tlie 
secrets  of  materia  medica.  Dunglison's  Medical  Dictionary  also  enu- 
merates asthma  among  the  diseases  in  which  oxygen  has  been  used. 
As  early  as  1819  the  Hanoverian  Pharmacopoeia  contained  these 
remarks  about  the  same  agent:  ''Vis:  pulmonibus  haustis  potissi- 
mum  vitce  pabulum  exhibens.  Usus  :  in  asphyxia  submersorum,  vd 
alio  modo  suffocatorum,  in  asthmate,  et  atonia  pulmonium." 

The  following  additional  evidence  is  taken  from  a  French  dictionaiy 
of  the  medical  sciences,  published  some  twenty  years  ago  : 

"  Oxygen. — ^Perhaps  some  advantages  might  be  gained  by  the  inhili- 
tion  of  this  gas  in  chronic  bronchitis,  in  the  so-called  humid  asthmi, 
and  in  those  asthmatic  affectioAs  where  the  nervous  system  appears 
principally  affected.  Such  an  expectation  is  at  least  encouraged  by 
the  experience  of  Beddoes,  Fourcroy,  Meusching,  Chaptal,  and  others." 
— Leop,  Destandes. 

**  Asthma. — Several  authors,  among  them  Fourcroy  and  Beddoes, 
have  proposed  the  inhalation  of  oxygen  as  a  remedy  well  adapted  to 
refieve  the  dyspnoea  of  asthmatic  patients.  But  the  little  success  so 
far  obtained,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  to  prepare  the  gas  at  the  time  it 
is  wanted,  have  led  to  an  abandonment  of  this  remedy  almost  every- 
where. We  can  comprehend,  however,  how  the  same,  under  appro- 
priate conditions,  combined  with  atmospheric  air,  might  in  some  cases 
produce  happy  effects.*' — P.  Jolly. 

So  it  seems  Prof.  Howell  made  no  new  discovery  at  all ;  but  he 
should  have  the  credit  of  again  calling  attention  to  a  perhaps  unjustly 
forgotten,  and  undoubtedly  powerful  remedy. 

8.  ActUe  Morbus  Briyktii. — At  the  Edinburg  Infirmary,  in  the 
wards  of  Prof.  Hughes  Bennett,  there  have  been  several  cases  of  this 
disease  in  the  acute  form  ;  the  principal  remedy  applied  in  the  treat- 
ment has  been  the  bitartrate  of  potassa,  under  the  action  of  which  the 
patients  have  done  remarkably  well. 
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SOME    NEW    FORMULA. 

9.  Dyspeptic  Bitters. — R.  Gentian  root  bruised,  orange  peel,  each  two 
ounces ;  quassia,  rasped,  half  an  ounce  ;  cardamon  seed,  bruised,  half 
mn  ounce ;  caraway,  bruised,  half  an  ounce ;  cloves,  bruised,  two 
drmchms ;  dilute  alcohol,  one  gallon.  Mix,  and  prepare  according  to 
art. — Drugffists*  Circular. 

10.  Brown* s  Bronchial  Troches. — ^R.  Powdered  extract  of  liquorice. 
Que  pound  ;  powdered  sugar,  one  and  a  half  pounds ;  powdei'ed  cn- 
bebfl,  powdered  gum  arabic,  each  four  ounces ;  extract  of  conium,  one 
ounoe. — Ibid. 

11.  Thompson* s  Eye-tDoier . — ^R.  Sulphate  of  copper,  ten  grains  ;  sul- 
phate of  zinc,  two  scruples  ;  rose  water,  two  pints  ;  tincture  of  saffron, 
tincture  of  camphor,  each  half  an  ounce.     Mix  and  filter. — Ibid, 

X2.  Anti' Asthmatic  Cigarettes. — Mr.  Dannecj,  of  Bordeaux,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  very  inconvenient  smoke  arising  from  cigarettes  con- 
tmining  the  leaves  of  belladonna  and  stramonium,  waters  these  plants, 
dried  and  conveniently  spread  out,  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  potassa, 
in  the  proportion  of  three  ounces  of  the  salt  to  rather  more  than  two 
pounds  avoirdupois  of  the  plants. — Amer.  Jour.  Indig.  Mat,  Med. 

13.  Alum  Lozenges. — Instead  of  the  alum  gargles  prescribed  for 
jdimryngo -laryngeal  angina,  the  aphony  or  dysphony  of  professional 
lingers,  and  for  apthas  of  the  moutn,  Mr.  Argenti  exhibits  with  benefit 
the  following  lozenges :  alum,  tragacanth,  sugar,  and  cherry-laurel 
water,  of  each  q.  s.  for  lozenges  weighing  seven  grains  and  containing 
eadi  about  half  a  grain  of  alum.  The  well  mixed  mass  is  spread  over 
a  abeet  of  paper,  distributed  into  lozenges,  and  dried  at  a  mild  heat. 
Tliey  are  allowed  to  melt  in  the  movLi}i9^—Championniere*s  Jour. 

14.  liquid  Sinapism  with  Glycerine,  by  Dr.  Grimanlt. — R.  Glyce- 
rine, thirteen  grammes  ;  starch,  twenty  grammes  ;  essence  of  mustard, 
ten  drope. — Jour.  Mat  Med.,  from  Jour,  de  Chem.  Med. 

15.  Ciirine  Ointment  made  with  Bears*  Oil. — ^Mr.  Wm.  Pr.  Ci*eecy, 
of  Yicksburg,  Miss.,  sent  a  specimen  of  this  preparation  to  the  eilitor 
of  the  Amer.  Jour,  qf  Pharmacy^  who  publishes  the  recipe :  Mercury, 
one  ounce ;  nitric  acid,  fourteen  fluid  drachms ;  bears'  oil,  thirteen  fluid 
oonces.  Heat  the  oil  in  a  porcelain  capsule  to  200^  F.,  and  add  the 
solution  of  nitrate  of  mercury  gradually,  stirring  continuously  till 
effBrreac^ice  ceases,  and  frequently  till  cool,  with  a  glass  or  porcelain 
spatula. 

16.  MichaUskuTs  Oout  Paper. — R.  Gum  euphorb.,  three  drachms  ; 
Venice  turpentine,  three  drachms  ;  cantharides,  six  drachms  ;  spirit  of 
wine  (90  per  cent.),  four  ounces.  Digest  the  euphorbium  and  canthar- 
idea,  powdered,  with  the  alcohol ;  then  add  the  turpentine.  Fine  pa- 
per is  dipped  into  this  tincture  and  dried  in  the  air.  At  Jassy  this 
paper  ia  sold  under  the  name  of  papier  faiard,  or  papier  schemik. 
BimiUr  formule  are  officinal  in  several  European  countries. — Drug- 
pisi,  from  Pkarmaeeut.  Ceniralbl. 
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17.  PierloCs  Valerianaie  of  Ammonia. — R.  Acid,  yalerian.  hjdr., 
three  grammes ;  Hq.  ammon.  fortiss.,  one  gramme ;  ext.  valerian,  alco- 
hol, two  grammes  ;  aqna  distil.,  94  grammes.  Dose,  for  adalts,  frm 
one  to  three  teaspoon fnls  daily,  with  a  little  sngar-water.— Jbirr.  cW 
Trans,  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy. 

18.  A8tley*8  Hair  Lotion. — R.  Oil  macis,  expr.,  half  a  dnchm; 
olive  oil,  two  drachms  ;  rosemarin  oil,  four  drops  ;  liq.  ammon.,  tiro 
drachms  ;  rose-water,  three  ounces  and  two  drachms  ;  rectified  alcohol, 
two  drachms.  Incorporate  the  oils  carefully,  then  add  gradually  tlw 
waters,  constantly  agitating,  and  finally  add  the  spirit. — Druffffitl, 

19.  fervescent  Solutions  of  Citrate  of  Magnesia. — In  a  report  to 
the  Paris  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Messrs.  Vuaflart,  Dalpiajs  h  Leport 
have  proposed  five  of  these  solutions,  prepared  from  citric  acid  and 
carbonate  of  magnesia,  in  the  proportion,  respectively,  of  19 :  12,  25 ; 
16,  28  :  18,  32  :  21,  and  36  :  24  grammes.  The  carbonate  being  rub- 
bod  up  in  a  porcelain  mortar  with  a  twenty-fold  weight  of  water,  tod 
poui^  in  a  mineral-water  bottle,  the  acid  is  added  in  crystals,  the  bot- 
tle well  corked  and  tied  over,  and  set  aside  for  from  six  to  ten  hoors. 
Then  filter  the  solution  into  another  bottle,  upon  two  drachms  of  citrio 
acid  in  crystals,  and  two  ounces  of  some  flavored  syrup  (not  clarified 
with  white  of  eg^)  ;  finally  fill  the  bottle  with  water  in  the  usual 
manner,  cork  and  tie  over. — DruggisVs  Oir, 

20.  Cachou  Aromatique  JRalienne. — R.  Extract  of  liquorice  by  iirfa- 
sion,  water,  each  one  hundred  grammes ;  dissolve  in  water  bath  asd 
add  powdered  catechu,  powdered  gum,  each  thirty  grammes.  Evapo- 
rate to  the  consistence  of  an  extract,  and  then  incorporate  the  followisg 
substances,  reduced  to  powder  :  Mastic,  cascarilla,  charcoal,  orris  root, 
each  two  grammes.  Concentrate  the  mass,  remove  it  from  the  fin* 
and  then  add,  oil  of  peppermint,  two  grammes  ;  tincture  of  musk,  ^"^ 
drops  ;  tincture  of  amber,  five  drops.  Pour  it  on  a  marble  previoulj 
oiled,  and  roll  it  by  means  of  a  roller  to  the  thickness  of  a  ten-oeot 
piece.  When  the  mass  is  cold,  remove  the  oil  from  both  snrfiices  hj 
means  of  unsized  paper,  moisten  it  slightly,  cover  it  with  silver  paper, 
let  it  dry,  then  cut  it  into  narrow  strips,  and  divide  these  into  minute 
squares  or  lozenges. — Druggist,  from  £idl.  de  Therap, 

21.  Ointment  for  Warts. — ^R.  Chromate  of  potass,  two  grains ;  lard, 
one  drachm.  Mix.  Rub  the  warts  wjth  it  twice  a  day,  for  three  or 
four  weeks. — Ibid. 

22.  Huxley*s  Liniment. — R.  Oil  of  Camphor,  tincture  of  opiumi 
each  one  ounce  ;  tinct.  of  cantharides,  three  drachms  ;  tinct.  of  arnica^ 
four  ounces. — Ibid. 

23.  Olycerole  of  Lead,  suggested  in  the  Jour,  and  Trans,  MaryUmi 
Coll.  Pkarm.  as  a  substitute  for  Goulard's  cerate. — R.  Pure  glycerine, 
thirteen  and  a  half  fluid  ounces ;  solution  of  subacetate  of  lead,  two 
and  a  half  fluid  ounces  ;  camphor,  one  drachm.  Triturate  the  camphor 
into  powder  with  a  few  drops  of  alcohol,  add  the  glycerine,  heat  in  t 
water-bath  until  the  camphor  is  dissolved  ;  when  cool,  add  tiie  solution 
of  lead  and  shake  well  together. — Jour.  Mat.  Med, 
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24.  Oiycerole  of  Zinc. — R.  Sulphate  of  zinc,  two  drachms  ;  gljce- 
riiie,  two  ounces.  Triturate  together  until  the  sulphate  is  completely 
disAolved.  A  good  application  for  external  haemorrhoids,  brushed 
OTer  with  a  camel's  hair  brush. — Dr.  C.  A.  HaHmawn,  Cleveland. 

25.  Vnguentum  Glycerine,  by  Prof.  Simon,  of  Berlin. — Five  parte 
of  glycerine  mixed  with  one  part  of  amylnm.  This  is  preferable  to 
similar  substances  for  many  reasons.  Extracts  and  soluble  salts  may 
be  mixed  with  it. — Med.  Oaz.  and  Times,  fiom  Vargea*  Zeiischr. 

26.  Peptine  Wine. — R.  Starchy  pepsine,  one  drachm  and  a  half ; 
distilled  water,  six  drachms  ;  white  wine,  fifteen  di-achms  ;  white  sugar, 
one  ounce  ;  spirit  of  wine  (33^),  three  drachms.  Mix  until  the  sugar 
is  quite  dissolved,  and  filter.  Dose,  one  tablespoonful  (equal  to  fifleen 
grains  of  pepsine),  to  be  taken  after  every  meal. — Am.  Med.  Monthly, 

OBSTETRICAL. 

27.  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  Menstruation. — Amen- 
orrhcea,  dysmenorrhoea,  and  menorrhagia,  are  the  affections  classed 
together  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Tucker,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  as  constituting  the 
menstrual  difficulties  proper.  The  true  seat  of  these  dibeases  are  thu 
ovaries,  and  they  should  consequently  be  the  object  of  attack  in  our 
treatment.  Two  conditions  of  the  ovaries  are  the  main  causes  of  all 
memtnial  disease  :  congestion  and  anaemia.  The  treatment  should  be 
on  general  principles,  by  the  means  ordinarily  recommended  for  either 
of  these  two  conditions.  Lupulin  seems  to  have  just  as  well  a  direct 
action  upon  the  ovaries,  as  it  affects  the  testicles  ;  there  is  no  remedy 
which  controls  the  diseases  of  menstruation  more  effectually  than  this. 
It  has  been  successfully  exhibited  in  menorrhagia,  threatening  abor- 
tion, and  snppressed  menses,  in  doses  of  three,  five  and  ten  grains, 
Mrtly  alone,  partly  combined  with  carbonate  of  iron  or  sugar  of  lead. 
The  irregularity  was,  in  every  case,  speetlily  removed,  and  miscar- 
riages twice  prevented. — Savannah  Jour,  of  Med. 

28.  Dysmenorrhcea  and  Sterility. — Excepting  neuralgia  and  inflam- 
mation. Prof.  R.  B.  Cole  includes  all  other  conditions  that  are  apt  to 
produce  painful  menotruation,  under  the  head  of  mechanical  causes, 
and  pronounces  these  to  be  by  far  the  most  frequent  in  this  country. 
The  mechanical  obstruction  offered  by  congestion,  membranous  exfoli- 
ation, and  narrowness  of  the  canal  of  the  cervix,  evidently  preventa 
also  conception  ;  hence  the  indications  for  the  treatment  are  the  same 
for  sncb  cases,  no  matter  whether  they  are  called  dysmenorrhoea  or 
sterility.  Besides  alteratives,  purgatives,  and  other  remedies  that  may 
bo  required,  dilatation  of  the  urethral  canal  is  the  only  reliable  treat- 
■lent.  Stricture  of  the  cervix,  the  most  common  causa  of  sterility,  is 
often  dependent  on  retroversion  of  the  uterus.  This,  of  course,  should 
be  rectified.  Dilatation  is  effecteii  by  a  piece  of  compressed  sponge, 
introduced  to  the  point  of  stricture,  and  previously  guarded  with  a 
bgatiue.  It  is  replaced  by  a  fresh  piece  in  twenty-tour  or  forty-eight 
hoarft,  mad  when  the  dilatation  has  thus  been  carried  sufficiently  far, 
the  Eiii^sh  elastic  bougie  is  substitQ(ed»  bei^g  iatiodoced  at  least  once 
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in  forty-eight  hours,  and  at  each  operation  one  a  size  larger  than  wm 
used  previously,  being  selected.  This  must  be  continned  for  bobm 
weeks,  or  until  the  part  ceases  to  contract. -7- jS>ffn  Francisco  Med.  Prm. 
Division  of  the  cervix  by  Simpson's  hysterotome,  as  recemmended 
by  Dr.  2Sp.  Wells,  seems  to  be  a  speedier  remedy  for  each  cases  ai 
referred  to  above. 


MATERIA    MEDICA. 

29.  Arnicine,  the  supposed  active  principle  of  arnica-flowers,  hii 
been  obtained  by  Mr.  Paresi,  a  pharmaceutist  of  Mortara,  by  mizuig 
four  parts  of  the  flowers  coarsely  pulverized,  with  one  and  a  half  put 
of  hydrated  lime,  and  treating  them  in  the  warm  bath  with  from  six- 
teen to  twenty  parts  of  alcohol  at  32°  or  35®.  This  process  is  repeit- 
ed  three  times ;  the  alcoholic  solutions  thus  obtained,  being  mixed 
and  filtered,  are  poured  into  an  alembic  of  tinned  copper  and  distilled 
in  a  water  bath,  in  order  to  remove  the  most  of  the  alcohol ;  thm 
being  removed  from  the  fire,  concentrated  acetic  acid  is  added  in  ex- 
cess and  the  mixture  allowed  to  rest  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  ami- 
cine  is  deposited  on  the  side  of  the  vessel  in  a  flocculent  condition, 
and  partly  at  the  bottom  of  the  receiver.  It  can  be  collected  on  filter 
paper,  and  washed  with  common  water.  The  decoloration  is  obtained 
by  washing  with  boiling  alcohol  at  36°,  and  treating  with  animal 
charcoal.  The  alcoholic  solution  of  the  amicine  is  then  distilled  in 
a  glass  retort  so  as  to  remove  the  most  of  the  alcohol ;  the  residum  ii 
poured  into  a  porcelain  capsule  and  evaporated  to  dryness  with  the 
aid  of  a  gentle  heat.  On  cooling,  the  product  is  collected  and  pre- 
served in  a  ground  stoppered  flask.  Amicine  is  amorphous,  of  a 
resinous  appearance,  tenacious  consistence,  bitter,  nauseous,  acrid 
taste,  dark  yelllow  color.  It  is  insoluble  in  common  water  and  slight- 
ly soluble  in  warm,  concentrated  alcohol  and  in  ether. — L'Onm 
liSdic.,  Journal  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy. 

30.  Pdypodium  Incanum, — This  plant  is  stated  by  Dr.  W.  R. 
Smith,  of  Petersburg,  Tenn.,  to  have  been  used  by  physicians  in  that 
locality,  against  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs  attended  with  dysnria, 
and  with  considerable  relief.  A  tea  of  the  plant  seems  to  diminish  the 
quantity  of  arine.  It  was  exhibited  successfully  in  a  case  of  soppoeed 
enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland,  with  frequent  desire  to  nrinate  and 
almost  inability  to  pass  the  urine,  it  coming  away  in  a  very  small 
stream,  and  with  excruciating  pain.  Dr.  Smith  thinks  it  would  be  i 
valuable  agent  in  diabetes. — Nash.  Jour.  Med.  and  Surg. 

31.  Toxical  Accidents  from  Santonine. — In  a  report  to  the  **  Sodetf 
Brasiliennc  do  Pharmacie,"  (  Oaz.  ffebdom.,  6th  April,  1860,  from  La 
£spana  Medica,  i3th  Oct.,  1859,)  Drs.  Dantas,  Janvrot  and  Vieira, 
ascribe  the  toxicological  eflects  observed  after  the  administration  of  san- 
tonine (some  cases  of  which  have  also  happened  more  recently  at  Bmx- 
elles)  to  an  admixture  of  strychnine.  They  say  :  "The  six  cases  of 
poisoning  examined,  one  of  which  proved  fatal,  were  all  the  results 
of  santonine  obtained  at  the  drug  store.     Calomel  having  been  admin- 
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iBtered  at  the  same  time,  the  ^question  might  he  raised,  if  not  the  sim- 
ultaneous exhibition  of  the  two  substances  was  the  source  of  a  danger 
which  would  not  result  from  the  use  of  santonine  alone.  Our  experi- 
ments have  decided  this  question  negatively ;  but  the  chemical  analysis 
has  demonstrated  that  the  santonine  furnished  by  the  dnig  store  in 
question  contained  strychnine,  in  the  proportion  of  twenty  per  cent) 
In  the  case  of 'Mr.  Simons,  the  proportion  was  even  greater  (five  parts 
of  strychnine  to  four  of  santonine),  and  the  patient  died  in  a  short 
time  after  taking  the  vermifuge  powder. 

32.  Japanese  Isinglass, — Two  specimens  of  this  gelatinous  sub- 
stance, which  is  used  by  the  Europeans  in  China  as  a  substitute  for 
true  isinglass,  have  been  examined  by  Daniel  Hanbury.  It  has  the 
fonn  either  of  compressed,  irregularly  four-sided  sticks,  or  of  long, 
shriyeled  strips,  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  Immersed 
in  water,  either  kind  increases  speedily  in  volume.  Though  not  solu- 
ble in  cold  water  to  any  important  extent,  the  substance  dissolves,  for 
the  most  part,  when  boiled  for  some  time,  and  the  solution  gelatinizes 
upon  cooling.  This  property  is  due  to  the  same  principle  which 
mainly  forms  the  celebrated  Chinese  swallow-nests,  and  was  named  by 
Mr.  Payen  (  Comptes  Rendues,  Oct.,  1859)  pilose.  It  is  a  product  of 
Jspaaeee  sea-weeds.  The  jelly  of  gelose  is  so  little  prone  to  undergo 
diaiige  that  it  is  sometimes  imported,  ready  for  use,  from  Singapore 
to  London,  ijnder  the  name  of  sea-weed  jelly.  In  this  state  it  may  be 
kept  for  years  without  deterioration.  Of  the  botanical  oi-igin  of  crude 
gelose,  or  Japanese  isinglass,  and  the  mode  of  its  preparation  in  Java 
and  China,  we  are  not  informed.  It  may  be  extracted  from  various 
aea- weeds,  for  instance,  Gelidium  corneum  Lamour.,  and  Gractlaria 
HeAtnoides  Orev.  The  former  is  certainly  used  by  the  Chinese,  with 
Lamrtncia  papUlosa  Grev.,  Laminaria  saccharina  Lamour.,  Porphyra 
tnd^ris  Ag.,  and  another  species  of  GracUaria,  apparently  G.  crassa. 
One  of  the  species  known  as  Agar-agar,  the  Euchema  spinosa  Ag.,  is 
largely  collected  in  the  Indian  Archipelago  for  exportation  to  China. 
— Jjom.  PAarm.  Jour. 

88.  Sulphate  of  Lime. — Starting  from  the  fact  established  by  the  in- 
featigations  of  Liebig  and  Dr.  C.  Schmidt,  that  phosphates,  and  espe- 
eiallj  phosphate  of  lime,  exert  an  important  action  on  the  formation  of 
eiUa,  and  thinking  the  phosphatic  salts  to  some  degree  wanting  in  the 
Mood  under  certain  morbid  conditions,  Dr.  Bcncke,  of  London,  tried 
them  in  scrofulous  affections.  He  prepared  the  phosphate  of  lime  by 
adding  phosphate  of  soda  to  muriate  of  lime  in  solution.  Of  ihe  pro- 
dact  fa«  administered  one,  two,  three  grs.,  according  to  age,  twice  or 
thrice  a  day  to  scrofulous  children,  with  ulcers,  impetigo  of  the  head, 
and  ophthalmia.  Six  cases,  of  which  the  details  are  given,  show  a 
surprising  snccess.  After  having  resisted,  in  most  instances,  a  long 
and  jodicons  treatment,  all  the  ulcers  and  the  em pti on  healed  in  a  short 
time,  and  the  case  of  ophthalmia  improved  considerably,  under  the  in- 
termal  use  of  the  phosphate  alone,  no  topical  means  being  employed. 
It  ia  ondNstood,  however,  that  the  scrofulous  diathesis  itself  is  not 
anelioimted  by  thia  treatment. — Oglethorpe  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

IV.— 86 
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On  the  Value  of  an  Anttsthetic  Aid  in  Midwifery. 

BT  CHARLES   KIDD,   M.D.,   lf.R.C.8. 

In  obstetric  practice,  the  instances  where  the  author  has  found  the 
inhalation  of  ether  or  chloroform  to  be  called  for  in  a  special  degne, 
and  where  anaesthetic  aid  has  proved  decidedly  useful,  have  been  cases 
of  version,  forceps,  twins,  convulsions,  and  crotchet  operations.  He 
has  known  chloroform  used  in  puerperal  mania,  but  its  apparent  ef- 
fect is  perhaps  a  coincidence,  and  not  of  a  curative  nature.  Tlie 
author  referred  the  Society  to  his  previous  work  on  **  Anaesthetics,'' 
where  the  result  of  360  cases  of  midwifery  treated  under  ether,  and 
1700  under  chloroform,  without  accident  from  fatty  heart,  are  de- 
scribed. Of  these  two  agents,  (though  there  have  been  twenty-five 
deaths  from  ether  in  general  surgery)  he  believes  ether  is  superior  to 
chloroform  in  relaxing  rigid  perineum  in  labor,  and  otherwise  acting 
on  the  muscle  of  the  uterus,  in  version  cases  particularly.  There 
have  ;bcon  no  accidents  from  chloroform  in  about  30,000  cases  of 
midwifery  conducted  with  the  aid  of  these  agents.  The  mode  of  ap- 
plying chloroform  in  the  lying-in  chamber  recommended  was  that 
which  is  adopted  now  by  all  the  chief  obstetric  practitioners  in  £iirq)e 
and  America  with  whom  the  author  has  personally  communicated  on 
the  subject.  In  midwifery  practice,  the  error  of  using  **  mixtures  "  of 
ether  and  chloroform  was  explained,  as  a  patient,  supposed  to  be  in- 
haling a  mixture,  is  in  reality  inhaling  pure  ether,  and  there  is  a  dan- 
ger of  confusion  arising  in  mistaking  one  anaesthetic  for  the  other. 
A  new  anaesthetic  of  chloroform  and  ergot  mixed  was  also  mentioned. 

Cases  of  twins,  where  the  second  child  presents  with  an  upper  ex- 
tremity, "  the  pains  severe  and  continuous,  so  that  it  was  next  to  im- 
possible for  tho  accoucheur  to  introduce  his  hand  to  turn  the  child," 
were  first  described,  where  chloroform  is  invaluable,  if  there  be  no 
contra-indication  of  diseased  heart,  etc.  The  several  indications  in 
undilatcd  os  uteri  for  tartar  emetic,  liquor  opii,  or  chloroform,  from 
the  result  in  actual  practice,  were  explained.  Next,  those  caaeeof 
twins  were  pointed  out,  where  at  one  particular  stage  it  is  judicious  to 
allow  an  interval  of  rest  to  the  uterus  ;  here  ammonia  and  ergot  act 
like  a  charm  ;  not  that  chloroform  is  injurious,  but  it  requires  to  be 
given  before  or  after  ergot,  and  not  at  the  same  time.  The  author  said 
ihat  if,  in  journals,  half  the  attention  were  given  in  fact  to  these  points 
that  is  given  to  quack  compounds  of  chloroform,  all  would  be  right 

In  some  cases  of  twins,  so  is  it  in  some  cases  of  **  tedious  labor;" 
the  patient  requires  an  interval  of  rest  to  renew  reflex  action,  and  re- 
move the  effect  of  exhaustion,  **  false  pains,"  emotion  of  a  deplet- 
ing kind,  sleeplessness,  etc.  Thus,  an  inexperienced  or  constitutiott- 
ally  delicate  young  woman,  with  her  first  or  second  diild,  beoomei 
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alarmed,  sleepless,  etc.,  dnring  her  labor.  Some  indigestion,  diar- 
rhoea, or  fright,  has  hastened  her  labor  before  its  time.  The  first 
stage  of  labor  has  been  attended  with  suffering,  followed  by  fatigue. 
Here  the  pains  are  ineffectual  in  advancing  the  labor  ;  but  if  there  be 
QO  diseased  heart,  or  other  contra-indication  to  antesthetics,  the  author 
■strongly  advocates  ther  administration,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in 
the  memoir. 

How  does  sleep  during  labor  differ  from  anaesthesia  ?  Sleep,  ac- 
M>rding  to  the  author,  occurs  only  when  there  is  exhauston  of  senso- 
rial or  muscular  power  ;  aniesthesia  is  best  where  there  is  no  exhaus- 
ioQ  ;  it  is  independent  of  sleep.  The  reflex  power  of  Marshall  Hall 
is  the  frontier  or  limiting  line  between  sleep  and  antesthesia  ;  in  sleep 
it  is  active,  in  ansesthesia  absent.  In  tedious  labor,  the  agony  and 
pain  will  not  permit  the  poor  woman  to  sleep.  Even  opium  is  fol- 
lowed but  by  a  tedious  intoxication,  without  sleep,  for  hours ;  but 
chloroform  is  not  an  intoxicant,  and  acts  at  once  and  quite  as  safely. 
A.  patient  in  ordinary  anaesthesia  may  be  said  to  be  doubly  asleep. 
rhiB  is  what  is  wanted  for  a  short  time  in  this  class  of  labors,  as  thus 
reflex,  sensorial,  and  muscular  power  are  renewed.  Emotion,  also,  is 
femoved  out  of  the  way  by  chloroform^  sleep  ;  and  by  a  confident,  cheer- 
lal  demeanor  on  the  part  of  the  accoucheur,  he  may  effect  as  much  in 
two  or  three  hours  by  chloroform  as  he  might  in  almost  as  many  dajrs 
bj  delay,  and  opium,  and  waiting  for  nature. 

Cases  of  versional  delivery,  with  and  without  chloroform,  were  next 
ninutely  described  and  compared  :  cases  especially  of  excessive  sensi- 
bility ot  the  08  uteri  and  vagina,  where  the  waters  have  long  come 
■way,  and  the  uterus  has  closed  with  spasmodic  force  over  the  fcetal 
bmd  and  arm.  One  well-known  obstetrician  has  had  300  such  cases  ; 
tad  he  is  every  year  more  and  more  satisfied  with  the  aid  afforded  by 
chloroform.  The  value  of  versional  delivery  and  its  rajtionale  were  also 
enlarged  upon,  as  well  as  the  much-to-be-desiderated  probability  of 
the  abolishing  of  craniotomy,  and  of  many  case^  where  the  forceps  is 
uniieeessarily  and  cruelly  restored  to  at  present. 

Next  to  version  cases,  the  usefulness  of  chloroform  in  forceps  pa- 
tients was  explained,  and  directions  given  as  to  mode  of  administration . 
Ohloroform  in  abortion  cases  at  the  fifth  or  sixth  month,  as  advocated 
bj  Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  was  also  dwelt  on  ;  and  even  in  cases  of  placenta 
pnevia,  as  administered  by  Professors  Simpson,  Denham,  and  others. 
Chloroform,  as  facilitating  delivery  by  means  of  version,  has  been 
tried  with  advantage  to  anticipate  hcemorrhage.  Ammonia  or  brandy 
8  first  given,  chloroform  then  administere<l,  the  feet  brought  down, 
ind  the  remainder  left  to  nature  as  the  chloroform  wears  off. 

The  treatment  of  particular  forms  of  puerperal  convulsions  by  chlor- 
oform was  entered  into  and  explained,  especially  its  usefiilness  in  that 
form  common  in  poor  unmarried  women— convulsions  the  consequence 
of  mental  emotion,  or  epileptic  excitement ;  but  in  the  class  of  cases 
tending  towards,  or  the  result  of  apoplexy,  and  those  with  albuminuria, 
the  use  of  chloroform  or  opium  must  be  somewhat  secondary,  Dr.  Kidd 
tUnka,  to  the  general  treatment  and  general  relief  of  the  congested 
owrimJ  or  apinal  membranes.    The  author  is  not  favorable  to  £e  nee 
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of  ancesthetics  in  the  simple  hysteric  varieties  of  the  disease,  hysterU 
generally  being  one  of  the  contra-indications  to  the  administration  of 
chloroform. 

The  law  of  tolerance  of  chloroform  in  midwifeiy  is  not  nnlike  tint 
of  the  tolerance  of  ammonia,  steel,  bark,  wine,  opinm,  etc.  All  then 
medicines  are  of  exceeding  value  where  there  is  present  shock  to  tin 
nervous  rather  than  to  the  vascular  system.  Chloroform  is  invalatbk 
where  there  is  exhaustion,  debility,  or  shock,  the  result  of  grest  or 
long-continued  pain  ;  whei^  there  is  loss  of  nerve  foroe,  or  convnliioiii 
from  excess  of  reflex  irritability  or  pain,*  or  mental  emotion  or  exdli* 
ment,  etc.  But  chloroform  is  of  less  importance,  as  even  wine,  btik, 
iron,  ammonia,  etc.,  are  of  less  use  where  there  is  exhaustion,  h«m* 
orrhage,  hectic,  diarrhoea,  exhausting  suppuration,  etc.  Such  diseiM 
as  chorea,  asthma,  whooping-cough,  tetanus  (not  unlike  puerpini 
convulsions,)  are  blotted  out  by  chloroform,  no  matter  how  apparait- 
ly  weak  the  patient  may  seem  ;  but  it  is  different  with  debility  from 
hsBmorrhage  or  diarrhoea. 

The  author's  further  experience  of  chloroform,  in  operation  eases  of 
craniotomy,  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  ovariotomy,  enucleation  of  nteriiN 
tumors,  etc.,  in  which  he  has  administered  it  largely,  was,  in  conchi- 
sion,  recited. 

Dr.  Tanner  stated  that  he  made  it  a  rule  always  to  take  ddorofom 
with  him  to  every  case  of  labor.  When  the  pains  become  bad,  he  ex- 
plains to  the  patient — provided  he  finds  no  objection  to  the  emploj- 
ment  of  an  anaesthetic  —  that  he  can  relieve  her  of  all  suffering,  if  she 
wishes  it,  by  means  of  chloroform.  Many  patients  are  anxious  to  ia- 
hale  :  a  few  decline.  During  the  present  year,  Dr.  Tanner  had  only  one 
case  in  his  private  practice  which  had  caused  him  much  anxiety  ;  andii 
this  the  dangerous  symptoms  arose,  as  he  believed,  from  the  formation 
of  a  clot  in  the  right  side  of  the  heart.  This  lady  did  not  take  dikn^ 
oform.  Dr.  Tanner  observed  that  he  was  careful  only  to  give  this  la- 
cesthetic  during  labor  pain,  taking  away  the  handkerchief  or  inhikr 
directly  the  pain  went  off.  Stating  the  results  of  his  experience  brief- 
ly, he  might  say  that  he  had  never  found  chloroform  do  harm,  but,  o& 
the  contrary,  much  good ;  while  it  shortened  the  aftef-period  of  con- 
valescence. He  was  careful,  in  cases  where  he  found  hsemorrhige,  to 
give  a  large  dose  of  ergot  towards  the  close  of  the  labor  ;  but  he  did 
not  object  to  the  use  of  chloroform  as  well.  In  operative  midwifny 
anaesthetics  were  invaluable. 

Mr.  Gervis  referred  to  two  cases  of  death  from  chloroform  which  hid 
come  under  his  notice  in  hospital  surgical  practice,  in  both  of  which 
the  patients  had  previously  been  the  subjects  of  delirium  tremens  ;  and 
in  both  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart  was  found,  after  death,  to  be 
soft  and  greasy — a  condition,  indeed,  which  the  result  of  many  exam- 
inations showed  to  be  tolerably  uniform  in  most  cases  of  deaUi  from 
delirium  tremens.  Mr.  Gervis  considered  that  these  cases,  though  not 
obstetric,  would  tend  to  corroborate  the  view  of  the  unad visibility  of 
administering  chloroform  in  labor  where  the  patients  had  been  the  sub- 
jects of  alcoholism. 

Dr.  Barnes  rose  to  disclaim  all  responsibility  in  the  caae  of  death  af* 
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ter  chloroform  which  Dr.  Kidd  had  cited  in  connection  with  his  name. 
The  case  had  heen  related  by  Professor  Faye,  of  Christians.  He 
(Dr.  Barnes)  had  simply  recorded  it  in  an  English  journal.  With 
respect  to  the  use  of  chloroform  in  obstetrics,  Dr.  Barnes  had  found, 
in  large  experience  of  turning,  that  in  many  cases  chloroform  did  not 
facilitAte  the  operation.  The  influence  of  the  brain  removed,  the  ex- 
dto-motory  system  seemed  to  act  more  violently,  and  sometimes  spas- 
modically, the  uterus  resenting  the  introduction  of  the  hand.  Under 
ordinary  rircumstances,  turning  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  severe  or 
painful  operation.  Delivery  by  turning  was  sometimes  less  painful 
than  by  the  head.  Again,  in  ordinary  forceps  cases,  chloroform  was 
certainly  not  required  either  to  facilitate  the  operation  or  to  allay  pain. 
In  operative  midwifery,  chloroform  was  most  useful  in  turning  wbere 
there  was  unusual  difficulty,  and  in  difficult  delivery  after  craniotomy. 
It  appeared  to  him  incomprehensible  how  a  special  immunity  from  the 
perils  of  chloroform  should  pertain  to  puerperal  women.  To  say  that 
40,000  women  had  taken  chloroform  in  labor,  without  any  mishap, 
was  one  of  those  vague  statements  which  were  entitled  to  little  weight. 
He  had  himself  given  chloroform  to  facilitate  the  extraction  of  an  ad- 
herent placenta,  and  had  witnessed  such  exceeding  prostration  for 
three  hours  afterward  as  to  make  him  and  another  practitioner,  who 
assisted,  apprehensive  of  the  instant  death  of  the  patient.  He  should 
be  sorry  to  have  it  supposed  that  he  entertained  any  prejudice  against 
chloroform.  He  knew  its  value  in  certain  cases,  and  gave  it  with 
care,  and  yet  without  timidity,  and  should  not  be  deterred  either  by 
the  had  effects  he  had  witnessed  or  by  those  he  had  heard  of,  from 
giving  it  on  proper  occasions.  He  had  been  especially  gratified  with 
the  beneficial  effects  of  chloroform  in  cases  of  great  nervous  excite- 
ment, where  the  patients  labored  under  a  sense  of  dread  of  impending 
danger,  and  where  even  convulsions  seemed  to  impend.  He  believed 
he  had  thus  averted  convulsions,  and  had  certainly  accelerated  labor. 
He  thought  it  worthy  of  inquiry  why  anaesthesia  had  made  so  little 
progress  in  (Germany,  where  interference  in  labor  was  so  much  more 
general.  It  was  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  English  midwifery 
maintained  its  greatly  superior  success,  notwithstanding  the  introduc- 
tion of  chloroform. 

Dr.  Gream  said  that,  from  some  observations  which  had  been  made, 
it  might  be  inferred  that  chloroform  was  but  little  used  in  midwifery 
in  London  ;  but  he  was  sure  that  in  no  place  was  it  more  extensively 
employed,  and  he  could  positively  ntate  that  amongst  the  upper  classes 
it  was  almost  universally  employed,  but  with  a  general  feeling  of  ab- 
horrence-of  anything  like  intense  insensibility.  Hurprise  had  been 
ezpre8sed  by  Dr.  Barnes  at  the  statement  that  so  large  a  number  of 
cases  had  occurred  in  which  chloroform  had  been  U8C<1  in  midwifeiy 
without  any  accident ;  but  there  api)eared  to  be  no  difficulty  in  under- 
standing this,  for  it  should  be  remembereil  that  it  was  never  right, 
nor  was  it  required,  to  carry  insensibility  so  far  as  in  surgery  ;  and  he 

IDr.  Gream)  was  sure  that  all  the  fatality  which  had  attended  the  ex- 
ibition  of  chloroform  in  midwifery  had  arisen  from  some  little  want 
of  caie,  or  from  a  want  of  appreciation  of  its  power.     When  anies- 
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thesia  was  first  introdnced  he  had  opposed,  with  others,  the  indu- 
criminate  use  of  it,  for  he  thought  that  at  that  time  it  was  recklessly 
employed  ;  and  he  believed  that  the  present  safe  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  it  was  exhibited  in  London  was  the  result,  in  a  great  man- 
ure, of  the  opposition  offered  to  its  former  indiscreet  and  dangerou 
employment.     It  was  a  fact,  that  no  death  from  chloroform  in  mid- 
wifery had  occurred  in  London  ;  but  allusion  having  been  made  to 
two  authorities  "beyond  the  Tweed, *'  it  was  right  to  state  that  tktn 
the  same  immunity  from  calamity  had  not  been  enjoyed ;  yet  he  felt 
sure  that  no  agent  could  be  more  safe,  and  none  more  beneficial,  dian 
chlorofoim  in  midwifery  when  properly  administered.     He  thought 
the  author  of  the  paper  had  unintentionally  exaggerated  the  ill  efifoets 
(if  there  were  any),  and  also  the  good  effects,   of  chloroform.    For 
three  reasons  he  (Dr.  Gream)  thought  chloroform  the  most  beneficial 
in  labor  :  it  removed  pain,  it  rendered  turning  more  easy,  and  it  ft- 
cilitated  recovery  ;  while  the  only  detrimental  effect  was  in  protrtcted 
labor  with  pelvic  contraction,  where,  by  lengthening  the  intervals  be- 
tween the  uterine  pains  and  slightly  diminishing  uterine  power,  it 
might  cause  delay  ;  but  its  advantages  in  all  other  respects  made  M 
recompense  for  this  one  drawback.     In  instrumental  delivery  of  every 
kind  it  was  most  advantageous,  and  he  had  seen  fewer  cases  of  hem- 
orrhage since  he  had  employed  chloroform  ;  indeed,  he  had  exhibited 
it  to  patients  who  had  habitually  been  subject  to  this  occnrrence  witb- 
out  haemorrhage  supervening — a  fact  worthy  the  attention  of  theorist*, 
but  nevertheless  a  fact.     Each  person  had  his  own  way  of  administer- 
ing chloroform.     He  had  tried  several  plans,  but  of  late  years  he  bid 
employed  a  common  tumbler,  into  which  he  placed  the  chloroform,  to- 
gether with  a  clean  pocket  handkerchief  moistened  with  about  two 
drachms  of  the  fluid.     This  quantity  ought  to  last  two  hours  or  more. 
The  patient's  face  projected  over  the  side  of  the  pillow,  and  the  narse 
or  the  husband  (strictly  under  his  direction)  placed  the  tumbler  under 
her  nose  and  mouth  at  a  distance  of  about  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two 
inches,  and  thus  the  vapor  rose  pei-pendicularly  toward  her.     She  soon 
expressed  a  sense  of  giddiness  ;  but  the  tumbler  was  still  retained, 
until  there  was  nearly  an  inability  to  answer  any  simple  question  pnt 
to  her,  and  that  should  be  the  point  beyond  which  no  advance  should 
be  made.     The  chloroform  should  be  now  removed,  and  be  replaced  in 
a  few  minutes  ;  and  by  thus  being  replaced  and  removed  from  time  to 
time,  while  the  pulse  is  felt  and  the  respiration  w^atched,  a  labor  might 
be  conducted  through  its  stages  without  danger  and  without  pain. 
He  had  never,  during  the  number  of  years  he  had  employed  chloro- 
form, had  one  moment's  anxiety  as  to  its  effect  upon  any  patient  to 
whom  he  had  administered  it.     The  object  of  the  handkerchief  in  tbe 
tumbler  was  to  prevent  any  chloroform  from  running  out  or  escaping 
on  the  bed  if  the  tumbler  fell  over.     He  had  found  that  any  handker- 
chief or  machine  with  which  it  was  necessary  to  touch  the  face  had 
the  effect  of  rousing  the  patient,  and  thus  did  haim. 

Dr.  Druitt  said  that  he  believed  that  there  were  few  labors  in  which 
chloroform  might  not  be  used  with  benefit  at  some  stage  or  other ;  and 
that  even  when  all  the  earlier  stages  go  on  easily  and  well,  it  is  tbe 
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gpneatest  comfort  at  the  final  moment  when  the  head  emerges  from  the 
OQtlet.  He  did  not  believe  that  chloroform  predisposed  to  haem- 
orrhage ;  on  the  contrary,  he  knew  women  who  had  flooded  severely  in 
earlier  labors,  when  they  had  no  chloroform,  and  who  had  been  con- 
fined imder  chloroform  subsequently  withont  haemorrhage.  Neither 
does  it  seem  to  retard  uterine  action  after  the  first  inhalation  or  two, 
provided  that  it  be  used  in  the  small  doses  which  reason  dictates  ;  nay, 
it  removes  that  obstacle  to  uterine  action  which  is  created  by  exces- 
sive sensitiveness  of  the  orifice  and  passages,  and  which  causes  uterine 
ftction  to  be  abortive.  He  knew  a  case  in  which,  after  a  very  slight 
inhalation,  enough  to  tranquilize,  but  not  stupefy,  the  head  was  driven 
through,  with  rupture  of  the  perineum — that  external  sensitiveness 
having  been  allayed  which  is  a  bar  to  uterine  action.  In  cases  of 
protracted  labor  from  rigidity,  such  as  happen  to  robust  women  who 
marry  rather  late  in  life,'  the  blessing  of  chloroform  was  incalculable. 
These  were  the  cases  formerly  treated  by  bleeding,  tartar-emetic  and 
opinm  ;  and  in  opposition  to  the  author,  both  opium  and  emetic  tar- 
tar, in  minute  doses,  were  admirable  adjuvants  in  the  proper  cases. 
No  amount  of  torture  equaled  that  which  many  women  endui-ed  from 
excessive  uterine  action  and  quasi-inflammatory  rigidity  of  the  os, 
and  chloroform  agreed  well  with  any  oth^  proper  remedy  that  might 
be  devised.  The  only  reservation  he  would  make  was,  that  chloro- 
form should  be  used  in  the  minutest  quantity,  and  the  minutest  quan- 
tity sufficed.  Two  drachms  were  enough  in  most  labors,  a  few  drops 
At  a  time,  to  imitate  the  normal  condition  of  labor  ;  that  is,  a  short 
s&atch  of  refreshing  sleep  at  the  end  of  every  contraction,  and  a  little 
drowsiness  beyond.  He  had  met  with  two  cases  in  which  a  very 
small  quantity  of  chloroform  produced  symptoms  of  angina  pectoris, 
in  women  whose  hearts  were  weak,  and  in  such  cases  he  thought 
that  the  risk  ought  not  to  be  run. 

Mr.  Browning's  experience  was  in  favor  of  the  use  of  chloroform, 
especially  in  complicated  and  difficult  cases  of  midwifery. 

Dr.  Rogers  was  glad  to  hear  Dr.  Gream  so  candidiy  avow  the  al- 
teration of  his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  chloroform  in  midwifery. 
jyr.  Rogers  knew  of  one  case,  which  occurred  at  Camden-town,  in 
which  death  took  place  apparently  in  consequence  of  the  employment 
of  chloroform  in  midwifery.  In  his  own  practice  he  had  never  met 
with  the  slightest  accident  from  its  use. 

Dr.  Graily  Howett  stated  that  the  fatal  case  alluded  toby  Dr.  Rogers, 
and  which  occurred  some  three  years  ago,  was,  as  he  had  been  in- 
formed, one  in  which  the  patient  was  laboring  under  alcoholism  when 
the  chloroform  was  administered ;  the  gin-bottle  was,  in  fact,  found 
onder  the  pillow  after  the  patient's  death.  This  case  was  therefore  con- 
firmatory of  the  opinion  advanced  by  Dr.  Kidd  as  to  the  danger  of 
chloroform  in  such  cases — an  opinion  also  supported  by  Mr.  G^rvis's 
ezperienoe.  With  reference  to  the  general  question  of  the  dangers  of 
chloroform  in  midwifery  practice,  he  considered  that  there  could  be  no 
reasonable  doubt  that  chloroform  was  neither  more  or  less  safe  in  case^ 
of  midwifery  than  in  other  cases.  It  was  well  known  that  in  opera- 
tions generally,  chloroform  had  not  been  proved  always  sale  ;  and  it 
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djncrasy.  He  had  known  patients  affected  to  a  poisonous  extent  by 
codinary  doses  of  ether  or  chloroform.  He  knew  two  ladies,  in  appa- 
rently good  health,  in  whom  a  few  drops  of  chloroform  would  at  any 
time  prodnce  repeated  faintings.  He  suspected,  therefore,  that  some 
of  the  inexplicable  cases  of  death  from  chloroform  depended  on  idio- 
syncrasy, and  before  its  administration  it  would  be  useful  if  patients 
ware  tested  as  to  their  tolerance  of  its  effects. 

Dr.  Kidd,  in  reply,  thanked  the  Society  for  their  very  flattering  and 
kind  estimate  of  tne  paper.  One  or  two  points  had  dropped  out  in 
tlie  reading,  which  perhaps  might  be  supplied.  He  did  not  himself 
think  that,  in  forceps  cases,  chloroform  is  indispensable ;  but  he  fur- 
nished the  usual  directions  for  chloroform,  whether  before  or  after  the 
blades  were  applied,  etc.  Chloroform,  by  facilitating  versional  deliv- 
ery, will  lessen  the  present  number  of  forceps  cases.  The  President, 
in  his  able  sununary,  mentioned  ''  idiosyncrasy"  as  a  probable  cause 
of  death.  This  can  scarcely  be,  as  in  100  deaths,  about  40  of  the  pa- 
tienta  had  inhaled  chloroform  (two  or  three,  or  even  in  some  cases  ten 
times)  previously,  without  suffering  from  it.  The  word  idiosyncrasy 
is  vague,  and  would  cause  unnecessary  alarm,  whiq^  always  does  evil. 
Delirium  tremens,  "alcoholism,"  hysteria,  might  be  substituted  for 
idiosyncrasy.  As  to  hcemorrhage  cases,  and  the  use  of  tartar  emetic 
with  chloroform  in  nndilated  os,  he  differed  from  Dr.  Druitt.  The 
Bien  of  practice  differed  from  the  men  of  the  pen.  The  views  expressed 
by  Dr.  bames  were  also  such  as  were  held  by  no  other  practical  man 
in  Europe :  that  version  could  be  effected  better  without  than  with 
diloroform.  Mania  from  chloroform  is  a  similar  error ;  and  as  to 
heart  complications,  diseased  valves,  etc.,  this  is  also  palpably  a  mis- 
take of  one  book  copied  into  others.  The  respiratory  system  is,  in 
reality,  the  point  where  accidents  originate ;  but  there  has  not  been  a 
angle  death  from  chloroform  in  midwifery  practice. — London  Lancet, 
Pme^  lied.  Jour, 

■  ^•»  ■      ■ 

Infant  Alimentation. 

BT  M.  A.  BAINBS. 

8in. — At  the  Bradford  meeting  of  the  Social  Science  Association 
last  year,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  contributing  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  a  paper  on  the  **  Practice  of  Hiring  Wet- Nurses,"  show- 
ing the  numerous  evils  which  are  involved  in  that  system  ;  my  object 
being  to  prove  that  the  cases  are  very  rare  in  which  a  wet-nurse  is 
raalJy  needed,  and  that  the  abase  of  the  practice  must  necessarily  lead 
to  very  serious  consequences,  not  only  to  individuals,  but  to  the  com- 
mnnity  at  large. 

This  idea  being  accepted,  a  question  naturally  arises  as  to  the  best 
sobatitute  for  breast-milk  in  the  case  of  hand-reared  children.  To 
that  question  I  shall  attempt  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer.  A  few 
pfeliminary  observations  will  be  necessary. 

In  a  paper  presented  to  the  Sanitary  Section  of  the  Intemati(mal 
Statistical  Congress,  which  held  its  session  in  London  this  year,  1 
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pointed  out  the  want  of  accurate  information  on  the  subject  of  wet- 
nnrsing,  and  suggested  a  simple  method  by  which  fignies  might  be  ob- 
tained in  order  to  show  the  extent  to  which  the  custom  prerails  in  this 
country  ;  such  machinery  being  set  at  work,  an  important  means  will 
be  available  for  collecting  very  interesting  and  valuable  informadon 
on  subjects  of  a  kindred  nature. 

The  practice  of  employing  wet-nurses  can  not  be  considered  and 
inquired  into  without  revealing  many  startling  facts  which  are  con- 
nected with  the  system.  Among  its  most  disastrous  results  maj  be 
regarded  the  fate  of  the  wet-nurse's  child,  which  is  in  most  cases  pot 
out  to  dry-nurse,  falls  into  ignorant  or  unprincipled  hands,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  too  often  meets  with  premature  death.  Space  does  not 
permit  me  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  all  the  moral  evils  of  sadi 
a  system,  but  it  is  enough  to  speak  of  the  indifierence  to  infant  liiiB 
which  is  thus  fostered,  and  which  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  tbat  i 
mother  is  induced,  and  too  readily  yields,  to  the  temptation  to  sell  ber 
child's  life  for  the  temporary  indulgence  in  ease  and  gain.  Oh  i  1^ 
those  who  have  any  influence  in  this  matter  pause  ere  they  help  to 
•sever  those  holiest  and  purest  of  earthly  ties  which  Nature  has  intend- 
ed, with  wise  purpose,  should  exist  between  a  mother  and  her  cbild. 

In  the  paper  on  the  "Statistics  of  Wet-Nursing,"  I  alluded  to 
one  or  two  subjects  which,  although  not  coming  immediately  under  the 
inquiry  therein  indicated,  nevertheless  presents  some  significant  fea- 
tures in  relation  to  it,  and  for  that  reason  deserve  some  attention  beie. 
I  refer  to  the  large  number  of  infants  said  to  be  annually  **  still-born" 
in  this  country,  and  also  to  the  system  carried  on  with  regard  to  chil- 
dren whose  names  are  entered  on  the  books  of  burial  clubs. 

With  respect  to  the  first-named  subject,  Lord  Shaftesbury,  in  bis 
address  at  Liverpool  on  public  health,  made  the  following  statement^ 
that  no  less  than  60,000  "  still-born"  children  are  produced  in  tbb 
country  every  year  ;  ^adding,  that  **  it  is  a  portentous  fact,  which  de- 
mands the  most  solemn  investigation." 

I  am  not  aware  what  idea  the  noble  President  connected  with  tbe 
fact  to  which  he  called  attention  with  so  much  earnestness  ;  probably 
his  Lordship  had  in  his  view  the  unsanitary  condition  of  things 
which  it  discloses.  Certainly  that  is  a  very  grave  matter — one  wbidi 
may  with  advantage  be  inquired  into.  Why  (it  may  be  asked) 
should  so  large  a  number  of  individuals — ^so  large  a  portion  of  the 
female  population — fail  to  fulfil  the  natural  laws  of  their  being,  and 
thus  contribute  to  such  an  abnormal  and  astounding  fact  as  that  indi- 
cated in  the  high  rate  of  the  **  still-bom  ?  "  Again,  how  is  it  that 
so  many  mothers  who  give  birth  to  living  children  are  unable  to  afford 
them  the  maternal  nourishment  which  is  their  birthright,  thus  depriv- 
ing their  offspring  of  the  best  chances  of  maintaining  existence  ? 

The  latcer  subject  was  alluded  to  by  Mr.  E.  Chadwick,  at  tbe 
International  Statistical  Congress.  His  remarks  referred  only  to  what 
takes  place  in  Mtochester  ;  but  it  would  be  worth  while  to  collect 
information  on  thes^  points  as  regards  every  town  and  district  in  tbe 
kingdom. 

These  inquiries  are  serious  enough  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view  ;  hot 
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I  fear  they  present  another  side  still  more  paininl  and  portentous  ;  I 
allude  to  the  criminal  aspect,  especially  as  regards  the  60,000  "  still- 
bom."  It  is  probable  that  more  than  half  of  that  number  ought  not 
to  have  been  so  recorded.  And  to  check  the  evil  in  future,  the  law 
must  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  system  to  which  the  evil  is  due. 
At  present  the  great  facilities  afforded  for  the  disposal  of  **  still-bom" 
children  offer  free  inducements  to  infanticide,  which  crime  is  on  the 
increase,  and  is,  no  doubt,  perpetrated  wholesale  in  some  parishes  or 
districts.  Dr.  Bachhoffner,  the  Register  for  Marylebone,  has  lately 
instituted  inquiries  into  this  matter  in  the  district  over  which  he  pre- 
sides. 8ome  startling  facts  have  been  elicited,  and  the  investigation 
is  still  being  prosecuted  ;  but  from  what  has  already  transpired,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  some  restrictive  clauses  are  urgently  needed  in 
the  Burial  Act  with  reference  to  the  disposal  of  infants  said  to  be 
"  still-bom,"  such  subjects  having  been  hitherto  enclosed  in  the 
coffins  of  adults  without  the  payment  of  regular  fees,  and  without 
lequiring  the  production  of  a  medical  certificate. 

It  will  be  at  once  obvious  how  full  of  meaning  are  the  foregoing 
facts  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  this  paper,  when  I  suggest  that 
it  would  be  interesting  and  instractive  to  know  how  many  of  the 
mothers  of  **  still-bom"  children  had,  previous  to  the  birth,  decided 
npon  taking  up  the  vocation  of  wet-nurse.  And  again,  how  many  of 
the  infants  whose  names  have  been  entered  on  the  books  of  burial 
societies,  and  who  die  prematurely,  are  children  who  have  been  put 
ont  to  dry-nurse  to  enable  the  mothers  to  take  places  as  "  wet-nurses." 

Although  it  was  my  intention  to  treat  the  subject  of  this  latter 
strictly  in  its  sanitary  aspect,  and  to  address  my  remarks  more  parti- 
cnlarly  to  medical  men,  I  have  been  almost  unconsciously  led  into 
the  consideration  of  other  social  questions  of  equal  importance  ,*  and 
I  have  no  reason  to  regret  having  entered  upon  the  more  extended 
view  of  the  subject,  because,  in  the  first  place,  they  are  questions 
which  must  be  interesting  to  all  social  reformers  ;  and  secondly,  I 
think  that  those  (I  refer  now  to  members  of  the  medical  profession) 
who  would  desire  to  aid  the  special  cause  we  are  about  to  consider, 
would  do  well  to  regard  it,  not  only  in  its  physical  aspect,  not  only 
from  what  is  termed  a  **  medical  point  of  view,"  but  in  reference  to 
its  moral  and  social  relations  and  influences. 

In  a  paper  which  was  read  in  London  last  February  before  a  medi- 
cal audience,  I  advocated  the  use  of  vegetable  or  farinaceous  substan- 
ces, in  combination  with  *  cow's  milk,  as  a  proper  food  for  infants, 
from  the  earliest  period  of  existence. 

Hand-feeding  has  got  into  disrepute  because  it  is  in  general  so  un- 
SQccessful  in  its  results  ;  and  as  '*  convulsions"  and  other  disorders, 
terminating  fatally  in  childhood,  are  often  traced,  when  properly  in- 
vestigated, to  the  improper  use  of  farinifteous  substances,  a  prejudice 
has  arisen  against  that  kind  of  food,  and  it  is  interdicted  as  injurious 
by  medical  practioners  ;  consequently  the  public,  taking  alarm  with- 
ont  reason,  look  upon  farinaceous  food  as  little  short  of  poison  in  its 

Emicious  effects  upon  the  infant  constitution.     This  is  a  foolish  and 
lal  error !     Not  less  absurd,  though  far  less  mischievous,  would  it 
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be  to  probibit  batbing  altogetber,  because  some  lecUess  pereonf,  ig> 
norant  of  tbe  art  of  swimming,  plunge  into  tbe  water,  and  vn 
drowned.  I  am  strongly  convinced  tbat  it  is  not  so  mucb  the  kind 
of  food  tbat  kills  as  tbe  ignorant  manner  in  ubich  food  given  to 
infants  is  prepared  and  administered. 

Tbere  are  two  extremes  prevalent,  botb  equally  to  be  deprecated — 
namely,  tbe  excessive  use  of  farinaceous  food,  and  its  entire  probibi* 
tion.  I  consider  tbat  to  depend  wbolly  upon  animal  milk  is  a  mott 
disastrous  practice,  and  in  many  cases  induces  disorders  whicb,  if  tliey 
do  not  always  terminate  fatally,  set  up  a  condition  wbiob  predi^poM 
to  various  ailments  in  more  advanced  cbildbood,  and  even  in  Iskr 
periods  of  life.  These  disorders  are  rarely  referred  to  the  tme  «ii«, 
but  are  described  as  "constitutional,"  "developmental,"  and  so  on; 
wben  tbe  trutb  is  tbat  tbe  system,  being  deprived  of  tbe  elements  ii 
its  food  necessary  for  growtb  and  development,  suffers  from  defective 
nutrition,  and  consequently  bas  not  power  to  carry  on  its  processes  in 
a  natural  and  satisfactory  manner.  It  would  be  curious  to  know  how 
many  of  tbe  deaths  returned  in  tbe  registers'  reports  under  '*  W*nt 
of  breastmilk,"  are  those  of  children  who  were  attempted  to  be  retr- 
od (but  in  effect  were  starved)  upon  animal  milk  alone  ;  I  fancy  the 
numbers  would  quite  equal  those  of  tbe  children  who  die  in  confnl- 
sions  from  *'  over-feeding." 

I  can  not  now  enter  upon  tbe  chemical  and  physiological  argument! 
whicb  I  am  prepared  to  advance  in  favor  of  my  theory ;  I  will  onlj 
state  that  I  believe  Chemistry  (as  far  as  it  is  known  to  us  at  present) 
can   not  be  trusted  in  this   matter.     What  I  mean  is  this :  that 
although  we  may  learn  by  chemical  analysis  that  cows'  milk  ap- 
proaches nearly  to  human  milk  in  its  constituents  and  their  relatiTe 
proportions,  tbat  fact  affords  no  satisfactory  proof  tbat  animal  milk 
contains  in  its  elements  or  component  parts  the  necessary  qualities  or 
properties  suitable  for  the  nutrition  of  an  infant,  so  as  to  render  that 
milk  a  safe  substitute  for  breastmilk  without  tbe  addition  of  otbir 
substances  ;  indeed,  experience  tells  us  quite  tbe  reverse.     And  as  to 
tbe  physiological  facts  which  have  been  brought  forward  by  opponent! 
to  my  views,  I  have  explained  at  some  length  in  another  place,  that  I 
interpret  those  same  facts  in  a  manner  to  favor  my  ai*g^nment.     (Com- 
parative anatomy  does  not  teach  me  that  because  vegetable  food  is  in- 
dicated  as  suitable  for  digestion  in  the  case  of  Uie  young  of  the 
animal  creation,  therefore  the  anatomical  construction  of  tbe  human 
stomach  shows  the  same  food  to  be  unsuitable  with  regard  to  the 
human  infant.     Chemical  analysis  may  aid  us  Jn  discovering  truth, 
but  I  have  said  that  it  must  not  be  trusted  entirely ;  experience  will 
prove  a  better  teacher  in  such  matters  ;  for  out  of  well-observed  facts 
we  may  draw  practical  conclusions,  and  trace  them  with  something 
like  certainty   to  their  respective  causes.      I   am   induced   on   this 
account  to  suggest  (and  I  do  so  with  mucb  deference),  tbat  unlese 
any  medical  practitioners  can  bring  their  experience  to  bear  upon  this 
question,  they  will  reserve  their  remarks  ;  for  although  I  am  anxious 
to  induce  discussion  on  the  subject  of  this  letter,  I  should  be  sorry 
for  tbe  cause  to  be  prejudiced  by  the  mere  repetition  of  old  objections. 
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\  no  better  authority  than  that  derived  from  the  dogmas  which 
to  rontinc  practice,  and  based  upon  no  solid  or  tenable  fonn- 

ny  medical  man  would  undertake  to  conduct  a  series  ojT  experi- 
as  to  the  value  of  farinaceous  foods  in  the  cases  of  children 
lay  be  depending  entirely  up^n  artificial  feeding,  such  a  practical 
nentalist  would  perform  a  signal  service  to  mankind.  Let  a 
al  be  made  under  the  direction  and  observation  of  the  medical 
int,  and  let  him  report  the  result  to  the  profession  and  the 
through  the  medical  journals,  whose  columns  are  always  open 
Lribntions  which  are  calculated  to  benefit  the  caose  of  science 
imanity. — London  Lancet. — Pac.  Med,  Joum, 


LB8  Parrt,  M.D. — ^The  Medical  Profession  of  Indianapolis  —  indeed,  of 
:e —  has  met  with  a  serious  loss  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Pabrt.  This  sad 
»;urred  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  the  present  month,  Angust,  and 
ed  an  illness  of  some  three  weeks.    His  disease,  remittent  fever,  was 

from  the  onset  by  unfaTorable  symptoms — symptoms  which  he,  quite 
ily  as  his  medical  attendants,  recognised  and  knew  partially,  at  least, 
kport. 

ze  demands  at  the  death  of  such  a  man  more  than  a  mere  passing  no- 
nd  a  friendship  which  death  and  the  grave  can  not  destroy,  prompts 
ij  at  once  upon  the  altar  of  his  memory  such  tribute  as  I  can  ftimish 
brief  time  which  elapses  before  the  issue  of  the  September  number  of 
irnal.  Let  sins  of  omission  and  commission,  therefore,  be  charitably 
Jtd  to  the  hurry  of  preparation. 

es  Parry  was  born  in  February,  1814,  a  few  miles  north  of  Philadel- 
9is  parents  were  '^Friends."  His  literary  education  was  received 
at  Wilmington,  Del.,  in  a  school  under  the  charge  of  Samuel  Smith. 
Btleman,  whom  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  know  several  years  subse- 
,  was  famous  for  his  devotion  to  tobacco  and  mathematics.  He  was  the 
reterate  and  constant  smoker  1  ever  saw,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most 
fill  mathematical  instructors.    The  smoking  example  was  lost  on  Chas. 

He  never  became  a  slave  to  tobacco  in  any  form,  but  the  mathematical 
ions  found  a  mind  that  was  well  developed  and  strengthened  nnder 
igid  discipline ;  and  I  fUlly  believe  that  this  part  of  his  education — 
ing  his  perceptive  and  reasoning  powers,  teaching  him  accuracy  and 
M  of  thought — had  much  to  do  with  making  him  in  after  years  such  a 
radedf  sagacious  practitioner,  above  the  majority  of  physicians.  No 
k  of  fallacies  and  sophistries  could  entangle  him;  but  through  them  all 
rhed  deliberately  and  steadily  right  onward  to  rest  upon  solid  truth 
id  facts.     But  1  am  anticipating. 

classical  education  was  defective;  knowledge  of  Greek  and  Latin  he 
te.  This  he  greatly  regretted,  and  I  am  sure  had  there  not  been  this 
tie  would  not  only  have  enjoyed  a  wider  range  of  medical  literature 
did,  but  he  himself  would  have  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  medieal 
i,  and  the  treasures  of  his  experience,  the  fruit  of  his  ripened  judg- 
ad  large  understanding,  would  have  been  valuable  indeed.  Twiee 
believe— each  time  in  Bays  Joumal—did  he  br«ak  his  life-long  silenee 
king  to  the  profession  through  the  press;  bat  those  two  artieles — one 
int  of  an  operation  on  a  limb,  crooked  and  nstleaBfiroBiatMd^-triftisd 
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fracture,  the  operation  similar  to  that  performed  bj  Barton  for  anehjlond 
knee,  and  the  ^other  on  congestive  fever — thoagh  published  many  jean  ago^ 
gave  him  a  name  ever  known  by  all  intelligent  members  of  the  profBSsioa 
throughout  our  country,* 

He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  vfith  Dr.  Stokes,  of  New  Jersej. 
Afterwards  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  entered  the  office  of  the  late  ]>r.  J.  JL 
Mitchell  —  subsequently  the  eminent  Professor  of  Theory  and  Praetiee  hi 
Jefferson  College, — and  commenced  attending  lectures  at  the  UnlTersity.  Tki 
two  fellow-students  to  whom  I  have  oftenest  heard  him  refer  with  affeetioa 
and  regard,  were  Dr.  Mendenhall,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Prof.  Traill  Green,  worn 
of  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  each  of  whom,  I  need  not  say,  have  acquired  de- 
served fame.  The  day  was  coming  when  in  the  very  school  where  he  reedfed 
his  medical  instruction,  and  in  that  other  school  of  which  his  preceptor 
became  so  bright  an  ornament,  he  himself  should  be  referred  to  as  a  medical 
authority ;  and  from  the  lips  of  Profs.  Wood  and  Mitchell  hundreds  of  stadrati 
would  hear  every  winter  of  Dr.  Parry.  He  graduated  in  the  medical  departs 
ment  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  spring  of  1835,  and  the  sabjeel 
of  his  thesis  was  HctmoptisU. 

Immediately  upon  graduating  he  went  to  Camden,  N.  J.,  and  there  had  hii 
first  experience  of  the  trials  of  a  young  physician.  In  a  year  or  two  lie  re* 
moved  to  the  West  by  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  the  late  Hon.  O.  H.  Smith,  thes 
a  member  of  the  U.  S.  Senate  from  Indiana,  settling  at  Connersville.  Thence 
he  removed  in  about  two  years  to  the  capital,  apd  here  since  that  time  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  a  period  of  nearly  twenty-three  years. 

Not  at  once,  however,  here,  did  he  meet  with  professional  success — not  it 
once  find  a  place  in  the  golden  field  for  his  sickle ;  other  reapers  monopoliied 
the  labor  and  the  reward.  He  was  poor,  often  having  to  borrow  monej  tc 
pay  the  postage  on  letters  from  his  friends  in  the  East ;  but  he  patiently  nvir 
ed  until  time  and  opportunity  should  vindicate  his  right  to  occupy  a  fortmoit 
place  among  practitioners  of  medicine  and  surgery.  These  came,  and  a  fev 
years  found  him  doing  as  large  a  business  as  any  one  has  ever  done  here— 
possibly  larger.  During  some  seasons,  when  severe  epideniics  of  malarial 
fever  occurred,  it  was  not  unusual  for  him  to  ride  sixty  or  seventy-five  milei  a 
day,  and  the  night  brought  him  no  rest.  Sometimes  even  a  week  woald 
elapse  without  his  taking  off  his  clothes  to  go  to  bed,  but  be  would  sleep  in  a 
chair,  in  his  buggy,  sometimes  even  on  horseback.  No  man,  unless  posiseeeed 
of  an  iron  constitution  such  as  he  had,  could  endure  so  great  fatigue  and 
exposure.  Physically  he  was  a  remarkable  man.  His  bodily  presence  was 
impressive :  manly,  erect  figure,  some  six  feet  in  height,  his  weight  over  twc 
hundred,  he  would  be  taken  in  any  crowd  of  a  hundred  as  a  man  of  mark. 

It  is  rare  to  find  such  a  combination  of  professional  abilities  as  existed  in 
Dr.  Parry's  case.  He  was  a  superior  physician,  and  an  excellent  surgeon  and 
obstetrician.  His  obstetrical  business  for  some  time  past  has  averaged  over 
eighty  cases  a  year ;  and  every  year  he  has  had  a  greater  or  less  number  of 
capital  operations,  while  the  entire  amount  of  his  business  for  the  past  twelve 
months  has  been  between  seven  and  eight  thousand  dollars. 

As  a  surgeon  he  w  as  not  a  brilliant,  dashing  operator,  but  cool,  collected, 
his  eye  intent  upon  his  work,  his  hand  steady  and  firm.  He  edwafi 
knew  where  hie  knife  wae^  and  never  attempted  what  he  could  not  readily  per- 
form, and  never  operated  merely  for  the  sake  of  operating.  His  abilities  af 
an  operative  surgeon  were  indeed  excellent. 

But  I  believe  his  greatest  merit  was  as  a  practitioner  of  medicine.  Ton 
may  judge  he  was  highly  esteemed  in  this  regard  from  a  remark  made  by  one 
of  the  most  intelligent  and  successful  of  our  practitioners  at  a  meeting  of  our 

^  Let  me  not  be  understood  as  saying  that  Dr.  Parry  did  not  write  well,  when  he  coold  briaf 
himself  to  such  labor.  Ho  expressed  himself  with  directness  and  force,  but  had  no  facility  of 
composition,  nor  felicity  of  expression.  His  sentences  were  short  and  pithy,  but  somewhat 
harsh  ;  and  he  was  very  averse  to  putting  his  thoughts  on  paper,  thoagh  he  would  oommani* 
cate  them  freely  in  conversation. 


■"fc 
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ibyncians,  held  to  take  aetion  in  reference  to  his  deatk :  **  Had  we  been  taken 
AQgerously  sick,  and  were  we  thinking  whom  we  would  prefer  to  attend  ua, 
he  great  majority  would  decide  for  Dr.  Parry."  This  commendation  was 
ioet  worthily  bestowed.  Dr.  Parry  was  not  rash  in  forming  his  opinion,  no 
amping  at  conclusions.  He  studied  disease  not  so  much  in  books  as  at  the 
ledside,  and  he  thoroughly  investigated  a  case,  even  if  that  iuTCStigation 
squired  an  hour  or  more.  He  was  cautious,  seeking  all  the  light  he  could, 
mrefully  reasoning;  and  his  natural  sagacity,  logical  understanding,  and 
irong  practical  sense  directed  him  almost  invariably  to  a  correct  diagnosis. 
Mdom,  indeed,  could  you  find  a  man  making  fewer  mistakes.  His  therapeutics, 
oo,  were  excellent.  He  could  scarcely  be  called  an  heroic  practitioner,  though 
ly  some  whose  special  business  seems  to  be  to  glorify  nature  and  debase  our 
loble  and  difficult  art  into  the  merest  and  meanest  swindle,  he  would  be 
mlled  an  old  fogy.  From  no  man's  lips  have  I  so  often  heard  the  vU  tnedieatrix 
itUmrct  made  the  theme  of  eulogy,  and  in  no  man's  practice  have  I  so  often 
leen  it  made,  intelligently,  the  source  of  trust  and  confidence ;  yet  he  by  no 
neans  belonged  to  the  bastard  offspring  of  laxy,  ignorant  skepticism  and  hum- 
bugging Homoeopathy,  which,  alas  I  we  too  often  find  in  the  regular  profession, 
"enouncing  nearly  all  medical  remedies,  and  in  stupid  or  dishonest  indolence, 
glorifying  nature,  meanwhile  leaving  the  unfortunate  patient  to  suffer,  and 
ken  to  die  or  get  well,  as  chance  may  have  it.  Dr.  Parry  did  not  hesitate  to 
ise  freely,  in  what  he  believed  proper  cases,  the  lancet,  mercury  and  blister ; 
uid  I  believe  his  patients  got  well  oftener,  sooner,  better  than  they  would  have 
lone  under  the  namby*pamby  nonsense  and  nothings  of  those  who  in  effect  re- 
Knince  art  and  rely  only  on  nature. 

In  three  important  respects,  Dr.  Parry's  life  must  be  pronounced  a  decided 
necess.  First  and  least,  in  the  attainment  of  wealth;  second,  in  the  attain- 
ncnt  of  reputation ;  and  third  and  highest,  in  the  relief  of  much  suffering. 

While  it  is  pleasant  to  speak  of  hiflT abilities  and  the  success  which  crowned 
Jieir  exercise,  yet  the  moral  aspects  of  his  character  must  not  be  entirely 
legleeted,  and  on  those  especially  it  is  grateful  to  dwell. 

He  was  honest  —  honest  not  merely  in  business  transactions,  but  honest  in 
ill  his  intercourse  with  his  professional  brethren,  and  honest,  too,  in  the  sick 
room,  and  at  the  bedside — honest  in  matters  of  life  and  death.  A  deceiver  in 
iny  respect  he  never  could  be. 

He  had  a  soul  that  could  be  melted  with  kindness.  In  his  last  illness,  some 
mknown  band  sent  him  a  beautiful  bouquet ;  and  though  usually  taking  but 
ittle  interest  in  flowers,  when  he  looked  upon  these,  he  exclaimed,  '^This 
beautiful  present  is  from  some  one  whom  I  have  relieved  in  sickness.  How 
dnd  and  grateful ! "  —  and  immediately  sobbed  like  a  child. 

To  his  friends  he  was  generous  and  kind-hearted.  Many  a  young  physician 
iMre  knows  that  his  start  in  professional  Ijfe  was  in  great  measure  due  to  the 
dnd  words  and  deeds  of  Dr.  Parry.  More  than  onoe  I  myself,  disappointed 
Mid  discouraged  in  the  years  gone  by,  would  have  sought  some  other  location, 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  brave  and  hopeful  words  of  Charles  Parry ;  and  my 
[>lessings — weak  and  profitless  though  they  may  be — are  forever  upon  his 
memory.  His  time  and  invaluable  counsel  were  ever  at  the  service  of  the 
foung  practitioner  in  difficult  cases,  without  hope  of  pecuniary  reward.  He 
kindly  concealed  errors  even  from  the  erring  party,  unless  by  plain  statement 
)f  them  he  could  prevent  future  mistakes.  He  was  kind  to  his  patients,  and 
profoundly  sympathetic,  thodgh  usually  repressing  decided  manifestation; 
md  yet  1  have  known  him  weeping  with  all  a  woman^s  tenderness  with  the 
Ikther  and  mother  over  their  dying  child. 

His  was  too  noble  a  spirit  to  be  consumed  by  the  fires  of  jealousy.  If  fami- 
lies left  him — a  rare  event  in  the  case  of  any  worthy  ones,  his  friends  adhered 
10  him  with  great  tenacity — he  cherished  no  unkind  feeling  toward  their  new 
•adieal  adviser,  attributed  to  him  no  dishonesty  of  conduct,  cultivated  no 
ipirit  of  retaliation,  but,  without  a  whisper  of  complaint,  graciously  and 
p-aesAilly  yielded. 
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▲ETICLK  I. 

Thoughts  on  the  Prevalence  of  Quackery. 

BT  J.  R.  BLACK,  M.D.,  HEBRON,  OHIO. 

In  every  branch  of  human  knowledge  that  can  not  be  demonstrated 
with  mathematical  precision,  there  exists  no  unity  of  thought  or  opin- 
ion. The  use  of  the  senses  upon  the  ocean,  and  a  moderate  possession 
of  ntionality,  ought,  one  would  suppose,  to  be  sufficient  to  couTinoe 
aoy  one  that  the  earth  is  not  flat,  but  round.  Yet  that  there  are  those 
who  possess  these  faculties  up  to  the  ordinary  standard  (in  ancient 
days  as  well  as  at  present),  and  who  nevertheless  do  not  admit  the 
fact,  is  a  truth  which  every  one  knows  for  himself.  It  should  not, 
then,  occasion  surprise  that  the  science  of  medicine,  which  is  confess- 
edly one  of  the  most  intricate  branches  of  human  knowledge,  should 
have  the  most  diverse  notions  entertained  concerning  it.  Though  this 
is  but  natural,  it  by  no  means  necessarily  follows  that  it  is  right,  nor 
does  it  allow  that  there  may  be  more  or  less  fundamental  truth  in  all 
of  the  various  systems  in  vogue.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  founda- 
tion of  many  of  these  medical  systems  is  in  that  of  exclusion,  or  in 
attempts  to  sectarizc  the  domain  of  observation  in  the  field  of  nature  : 
a  grand  error,  for  nature  can  not  be  bounded  by  our  systems,  but  our 
fyatems  by  nature.  True  science  is  catholic  ;  tolerating  no  dogmatic 
formula,  but  embraces  the  whole  field  of  research,  untrammeled  by  onr 
antecedent  notions.  The  one  who  adopts  the  similia  timilibuM  curanhtr 
of  Homoeopathy  endeavors  to  bend  every  act  of  nature  to  his  assumed 
law ;  the  true  servant  of  science,  conforming  his  belief,  on  the  other 
hnad*  to  the  resnlts  of  experience  long  ago  expressed  by  Hippocrates, 
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and  ills  to  which  mankind  are  sabject.  Their  antagonists  have 
been  the  silent,  occult  and  unknown  sources  of  disease.  They  have 
grappled  with  the  inscrutable  laws  that  appertain  to  the  human  body, 
mnd  ransacked  every  field  of  nature  for  new  or  better  instmments  with 
which  to  combat  disease.  Conscious  of  their  integrity,  of  the  noble 
aims  and  pursuits  in  which  they  were  engaged,  they  have  submitted 
in  comparative  silence  to  the  rancor  and  bitter  assaults  of  quacks  and 
sectarian  bigots.  It  is  true  that  by  this  coui*s6  their  interests  have 
suffered  in  more  than  one  sense.  To  them  often  occurs  the  reflection 
that  the  mass  of  men  appear  incapable  of  discerning  between  retiring 
merit  and  the  clever  windy-babblings  of  an  ignorant  pretender.  More 
particularly  do  they  find  little  encouragement,  reward  or  recognition 
by  the  public  in  attempts  to  more  fully  master  disease  and  promote  the 
bodily  welfare  of  our  race.  The  discoveries  of  the  assiduous  and  de- 
voted student  are  greedily  appropriated  by  unprincipled  charlatans,  who 
parade  their  stolen  knowledge  as  a  wonderful  discovery  of  their  own. 

In  every -day  life,  an  oily,  plausible  tongue  and  winning  manners 
are  surer  guarantees  of  success  in  life  than  the  most  comprehensive 
knowledge  or  unvarying  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  Such 
disproportionate  result  have  led  not  a  few  medical  men  to  adopt  these 
mean  and  cheap  expedients,  and  to  regard  other  acquirements  as  un- 
conducive  to  pecuniary  results.  Necessity  and  disappointments  have 
caused  them  to  sacrifice  at  the  altar  of  wealth  and  local  ambition  the 
dictates  of  duty  and  the  noblest,  highest  aims  of  the  profession. 

To  see  an  ignorant,  boastful  quack,  potted,  caressed,  and  patronized 
by  the  clergy,  the  lawyer,  the  statesman,  the  philosopher,  the  shrewd 
merchant^  the  wealthy  banker,  the  worthy  mechanic  and  trusting 
Dinner,  is  enough  to  make  one  mutter  a  curse  on  the  high  folly  of 
devoting  money,  time  and  talents  in  acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  professional  duties.  Nevertheless  the  accomplished  physician  is 
not  without  recompense.  Though  wealth,  honor  and  ambition  may 
not  be  his,  he  yet  may  have  the  sweet  rewards  of  conscience,  the  calm, 
toothing  reflection,  when  he  comes  to  bid  adieu  to  this  life,  that  he  has 
endeavored  to  fulfil  with  honest  diligence  his  responsible  duties  ;  that 
be  has  often  quietly  averted  death,  smoothed  the  dreadful  sufferings  of 
the  a£9icted,  plucked  the  thorn  from  many  an  aching  side,  and,  in 
ihort,  endeavored  through  a  long  lifetime  unobtrusively  to  do  his  duty 
towards  his  fellow-beings,  often  and  again  without  the  least  hope  of 
pecimiary  reward. 

There  is  no  necessity  of  physicians  laboring  under  circumstances  so 
diibeartening.    A  proper  understanding  and  more  thorough  acqnain- 
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tance  of  the  people  witb  the  claims  of  regnlar  medieme  will  gain  for  k 
a  bettor  recognition  from  all  well  informed  circles.  Besides,  it  is  no 
less  a  duty  within  proper  bounds  to  proclaim  than  to  investigale  tmtii. 
It  IS  also  exceedingly  fit  that  the  promoters  of  science'  should  hmre  dM 
ci'edit  and  advantage  which  their  labors  entitle  them  ;  ihus  inciting  its 
devotees  to  greater  diligence  and  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  blataal 
empirics,  who  seize  every  occasion  of  impertinently  thrusting  them- 
selves before  the  pnblic. 

Doubtless  it  may  transpire  to  some  minds  that  if  the  advantiges  of 
legitimate  practice  bo  so  great,  why  are  they  not  more  apparent  to  un- 
professional persons  ?     The  reason  of  this  will  fully  appear  in  the 
sequel  ;  meanwhile,  all  will  acknowledge  that  they  are  apparent — at 
least,  quacks  do  not  dare  to  compete  with  regulars  in  surgery  and  ob- 
stetrics.    The  reason  why  it  is  not  difficult  to  apprehend.     In  those 
branches  good  or  bad  practice  is  so  easily  seen  and  understood  even 
by  the  most  unlearned,  as  to  completely  shut  out  all  opportunities  for 
deception.     For  the  same  reason  there  are  no  new  sects^  or  schools,  or 
loud-mouthed  reformers  in  these  departments  of  practice.     While  in 
this  vein,  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  different  sects  of  boasted 
reformers  can  not  exhibit  as  the  fruits  of  their  labors  any  of  Uie 
improvements  in  either  of  these  branches.     Their  field  of  pretended 
reformation  is  confined  to  the  administration  of  drugs.     Anatomyi 
physiology,  chemistry,  pathology,  surgery  and  obstetrics  are,  as  none 
can  deny,  essential  branches  of  knowledge  to  successful  practice ;  yet 
the  facts  show  that  these  would-be  reformers  have  not  oven  a  compe- 
tent acquaintance  with  these  —  much  less  do  they  make  pretensions  to 
discoveries  or  improvements  therein.     It  can  not  be  claimed  by  asjr 
sane  person  that  these  branches  are  perfect,  and  do  not  call  for  tlis 
energetic  labors  of  reformers.    The  only  and  true  explanation  of  tltii 
anomaly,  of  this  limitation  in  their  pseudo-reformation,  is  found  in  tb 
lack  of  opportunities  to  deceive,  and  thereby  accumulate  gains  by  oper 
ating  upon  the  credulous,  and  a  large  class  of  persons  who  are  iireeii' 
tibly  drawn  after  novelties. 

To  consider  the  causes  of  the  prevalence  of  quackery  in  detail,  vA 
point  out  the  means  that  will  tend  to  its  eradication,  are  the  aims  eod 
objects  of  the  writer.  This  we  shall  endeavor  to  fulfil  by  presratiog 
the  question  fairly  before  the  masses,  and  the  conscientious  physiciaer 
in  the  hope  that  the  appeal  to  each  may  do  some  little  good  for  the 
cause  of  truth  and  right,  even  though  our  pages  may  be  cumbered  \f! 
unintentional  error. 

Quackery  appears  to  have  its  foundation  and  oanse  of  growth— -lA 
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In  the  QnscnipuloDS  acts  and  claims  of  those  who  practice  it ;  2Dd,  In 
the  credality,  superstitions  tendency  and  general  ignorance  of  the  masses 
on  all  points  connected  with  medicine  ;  3d,  In  the  intrinsic  difficulties 
of  forming  a  correct  judgment  on  the  evidences  of  a  cure  ;  and  4th,  In 
the  incompetence  and  careless  routinism  of  many  practitioners  who 
•orve  in  the  ranks  of  scientific  medicine. 

The  unscrupulous  who  assume  the  title  of  doctor,  who  are  too  indo- 
lent for  study,  and  finding  that  there  are  those  in  the  regular  profes- 
sion whose  attainments  they  can  neither  hope  to  equal  or  excel,  imme- 
4iatdy  resolve  to  resort  to  some  artifice  that  will  take  with  the  com- 
nvnity  in  which  they  determine  to  locate.  Finding,  for  example,  that 
H  is  popular  to  denounce  the  use  of  mercurials,  they  seize  every  oppor- 
tanity  to  expatiate  upon  its  real  or  fancied  horrors.  They  labor  to 
aculeate  as  an  unquestioned  truth  that  its  dire  effects  are  felt  through 
a  long  lifetime,  adroitly  referring  those  who  have  been  under  its  influ- 
ence to  the  aches  they  have  suffered  in  consequence,  no  matter  what 
their  character,  as  the  effects  of  the  mercury  in  the  marrow  of  their 
bones.  In  every  nostrum  of  the  day  its  absence  is  carefully  stated, 
guaranteeing  a  perfect  cure  without  the  use  of  any  powerful  drugs,  and 
boldly  announcing  that  their  panacea  is  composed  of  simple,  harmless 
herbs  and  roots.  These  panderers  to  popular  prejudice  well  know  that 
there  is  a  deep-rooted  antipathy  to  any  medicine  coming  under  the 
deDomination  of  poisons,  and  hence  brazenly  aver  that  none  of  their 
ingredients  are  of  that  character.  It  would  not  serve  their  purpose  to 
state  the  truth,  provided  they  knew  it,  that  all  medicinal  substances 
mm  more  or  less  poisonous  in  their  nature,  and  that,  were  they  not  so, 
dHj  would  then  be  suitable  as  nutriment  for  the  body.  Relatively, 
however,  the  amount  and  time  requisite  for  some  agents  employed  as 
medicine  to  act  in  an  evident  manner  as  a  poison,  present  almost  infi- 
mite  variations — at  least,  there  is  in  it  no  approach  to  uniformity. 
The  active  principle  of  tobacco,  nicotine,  is  one  of  the  most  active 
poisons  known  ;  yet  immense  quantities  of  the  weed  are  often  con- 
anmed  without  apparent  damage.  It  is  only  when  injurious  effects 
Are  appallingly  evident  that  poisonous  qualities  are  readily  admitted. 
The  general  floating  ideas  upon  this  point  are  fallacious  in  the  extreme. 
There  seems  to  be  a  popular  diBposftion  to  place  only  those  agents  in 
the  category  of  poisons  which  depress  the  powers  of  life,  those  that 
exalt  being  looked  on  with  favor,  provided  they  do  not  quickly  de- 
stroy vitality.  Alcohol  destroys  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  lives 
than  anenic  ;  yet  the  one  is  regarded  with  horror,  while  the  other  has 
thoosanda  of  defenders,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  victims.     Opium  de- 
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stroys  more  life  and  nervous  energy  tenfold  over  than  mercory ;  never* 
thelcss  there  is  a  general  aversion  to  the  latter,  and  a  feeling  curiously 
favorable  to  the  former. 

The  quack  and  nostrum -vender  appeals  to  this  false  notion  of  pois- 
ons, and  at  the  same  time  really  poisons  the  capacious  public  maw  more 
than  all  others.     Harsh  and  reckless  as  this  charge  may  appear,  it  is 
nevertheless  true,  for  no  medicinal  substance  is  really  deleterious  when 
administered  with  skill  and  judgment.     That  which  will  give  the  sid[ 
immediate  relief,  will  cause  the  well  to  get  sick.     A  stomach  pained 
and  oppressed  by  indigestible  material  is  instantly  relieved  by  an 
emetic,  while  if  one  is  administered  in  perfect  health  its  effects  are  pre- 
cisely reversed.     In  fact,  the  well  are  made  sick  even  after  its  imme- 
diate effects  have  subsided.     A  blister  gives  pain  and  misery  to  tlie 
healthful,  and  ease  and  comfort  to  one  pierced  with  pain.     Loaded, 
inactive  bowels  are  beneficially  influenced  by  the  irritant  of  the  pmga- 
tive,  while  their  needless  and  unskilful  administration  lead  to  deidly 
results.     A  partially  palsied  bladder  is  cured  by  cantharides,  while  a 
healthy  one  is  poisoned  by  the  same  means. 

The  bold  knavery  and  deceit  of  quacks  in  advertising  sheets  are  weD 
known.     One  dodge  after  another  is  resorted  to  by  which  to  fleece  the 
afflicted  of  their  dollars.     They  affect  great  mystery  in  their  discove- 
ries, inter spere  a  little  romance  as  spice  to  the  great  new  remedy  for 
consumption,  attach  far-famed  countries*  names  to  their  pills,  invent 
fantastic  combination  of  letters  to  the  great  R.  R.  R.'s,  forge  distin- 
guished names  to  their  mixtures,  picture  barbarian,    quakerish  In- 
dians, handing  an  outlandish,  unpronounceable  Indian  medicine  to  a 
cutaneous  skeleton ;  in  short,  no  subterfuge  is  too  mean,  or  despic- 
able, if  it  only  takes  well,  and  brings  in  profitable  returns*    The 
West  is  the  prolific  field  for  the  sale  of  these  nostrums,  and  the  In- 
dian nostrums  are  invariably  discovered  in  New  York  or  Philadel- 
phia.    It  is  usually,  if  not  always,  the  case  that  a  patent-medicine 
must  be  made  east  of  the  place  of  sale.     The  most  popular  in  oar 
section  come  from  the  cities  above  named,  while  theirs  are  imported 
from  Europe.     Perhaps   nineteen-twentieths   of  people   believe  tba^ 
these  nostiiims  are  put  up  by  great  eastern  doctors.     The  very  reverse 
is  true,  being  invariably  put  up*  by  di-uggists  from  physicians'  pre- 
scriptions, or  by  some  needy  doctor,  whose  principles  and  ambition 
can  not  brook  his  scanty  patients  ;  or  by  mere  adventurers,  whose  iini* 
versal  genius  is  equal  to  removing  an  obstinate  headache,  or  mending  e 
broken  chair,  for  which  look  to  Spalding's  Glue,  or  his  Cephalic 
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Pills.     In  these  things  we  know  whereof  we  speak,  having    been 
thrown  in  contact  with  several  indefatigable  cnre-alls. 

There  are  other  adventurers  in  the  medical  line  more  reckless  and 
daring,  who  assume  to  be  some  great  European  personage,  connected 
with  royal  societies,  academies,  and  hospitals,  and  are  willing  to  con- 
descend to  visit  the  afflicted  in  this  town,  or  that  city,  ostensibly  as  a 
great,  distinguished  savior,  but  in  reality  draw  from  the  credulous 
fees  proportionate  to  the  falseness  of  their  vaunting  pretensions.  A 
more  numerous  and  smaller  grade  of  quacks  infest  every  town  and 
neighborhood.  They  set  up  arrogant  claims  as  reformers,  and  assume 
before  those  not  competent  to  judge  that  they  are  the  only  true  pro- 
gressives. Forever  prating  of  reform,  they  speak  of  scientific  men 
as  a  set  of  old  fogies.  They  endeavor  to  enhance  any  prejudice  that 
may  exist  from  the  abuse  of  this  or  that  remedy,  and  pander  to  every 
popular  whim.  If  by  chance  a  single  case  is  ever  benefited  or  cured, 
tbeir  own  and  the  wonder  of  the  populace  never  ceases.  Had  the 
like  been  done  (and  it  is  done  daily)  by  a  regular  physician,  it 
would  have  excited  no  comment  or  remark.  It  is  much  like  the 
wonder  wrought  by  the  untutored  Irishman  who  erects  a  very  credita- 
ble shanty,  while  the  gp*aceful  but  ordinary  buildings  just  beyond  are 
passed  unheeded  by.  They  further  labor  to  impress  upon  the  public 
that  they  use  in  their  practice  no  deleterious  drugs ;  nothing  but 
haimless  roots,  water,  or  imaginative  sugar-pills.  My  medicine,  says 
the  empiric,  can  do  yon  no  harm,  if  it  does  you  no  good.  Shallow 
as  this  preposterous  assertion  is,  it  has  imposed  upon  thousands. 
Throwing  aside  the  loss  of  time  by  such  experimenting,  it  is  ridicu- 
lous to  talk  of  remedies  which  do  neither  good  nor  harm.  As  well 
might  a  starving  person  be  told  on  the  receipt  of  some  food,  that  if  it 
did  him  no  good  it  would  do  him  no  harm.  The  one  proposition  is  as 
rational  as  the  other,  as  all  remedies,  like  food,  are  either  positive,  or 
they  are  negative.  Indeed,  it  may  bo  laid  down  as  an  axiom,  that  a 
remedy  must  either  act  cnratively,  or  morbidly,  and  if  not  one,  then 
the  other ;  and  if  not  either,  is  it  fit  material  for  the  nourishment  of  the 
body  ?  The  genera]  answer  we  have  to  make  to  the  contemptible 
claims  of  these  quacks  and  calumniators  of  science  is,  what  remedy 
can  you  point  to  with  pride  as  your  discovery  that  has  a  world-wide 
reputation  for  curing  a  single  disease  ?  Is  the  fell  destroyer  con- 
snmption  more  curable  than  before  your  mushroom  advent  ?  Have 
you  discovered  a  reliable  cure  for  ague,  for  scrofula,  or  in  fact  for  any 
disease  ;  or  have  you  any  remedies  equal  or  superior,  which  you  have 
discovered » to  opium  or  chloroform  in  the  relief  of  human  suffering  ? 
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Not  a  bit  of  donbt  but  that,  with  their  naual  bnsen-ftkeed  andadty, 
they  would  answer  these  questions  affirmativelj.  But  where  is  the 
evidence  in  proof  of  the  assertion  ?  Were  thej  really  pomeesed.  eon- 
cealment  would  be  impossible.  The  afflicted  in  theae  diaenaeo  womU 
£ock  to  their  standard,  and  the  great  new  remedial  agente  would  mnm 
be  as  familiar  to  the  public  as  are  cod-liver  oil,  iodine,  qniiiiiiey  opimib 
and  chloroform. 

The  literature  in  empirics  is  in  keeping  with  their  other  attaip- 
ments.  Little  attention  is  bestowed  to  scientific  research,  but  m  gmd 
deal  to  attacks  upon  other  sy  stenas,  and  to  sophistical  appeals,  prnpose* 
ly  written  for  unprofessional  eyes.  Their  biased  and  narrow  way 
of  presenting  a  point,  and  of  writing  upon  medical  theories  and  pae- 
tice,  are  calculated  to  win  converts,  for  very  obvious  reasons.  Tka 
main  one  is,  that  the  great  mass  of  mankind  are  profoundly  ignooat 
of  the  human  system,  of  disease,  and  of  the  principles  upon  which  iti 
removal  are  based,  and  hence,  when  they  meet  with  popular  exposi- 
tioQs  upon  this  subject — which,  by  the  way,  are  mainly  if  not  all  fron 
the  pens  of  empirics  —  they  are  very  favorably  struck  hj  the  scattar- 
ing  rays  of  light,  because  their  minds  were  before  in  utter  darkaeif. 
Members  of  the  r^^ular  profession  perhaps  too  seldom  write  for  the 
public  eye,  manifesting  almost  total  indifiference  to  outside  notioas  of 
medicine,  and  devote  their  time,  when  literarily  inclined,  to  investi^ 
tions  and  statements  of  experimental  observations,  solely  for  the  beae* 
fit  of  science  and  their  collaborators.  In  brief,  the  ruh  of  aetiea 
that  governs  educated  men  is,  to  write  for  the  advancement  of  seieosi^ 
while  that  of  empirics  is,  with  an  eye  single  to  pecuniary  reaoHs. 

The  last  paragraph  naturally  introduces  the  second  cause  for  tb 
growth  of  quackery,  that  of  the  credulity,  ignorance,  and  supeiili- 
tious  inclinations  of  the  masses  on  all  points  connected  with  the  bell- 
ing art.  It  is  to  this  head  that  the  quack  is  chiefly  indebted  for  tfas 
accomplishment  of  his  ends.  He  well  knows,  while  giving  his  p<nr- 
ders,  pills,  or  syrups,  that  if  the  patient  recovers,  he,  and  not  matms* 
will  always  get  the  credit  of  cure.  A  person,  for  example,  treats  100 
patients,  of  whom  95  recover,  and  5  die.  If  the  95  be  inquired  d 
how  they  got  well,  the  answer  will  be,  why  Dr.  So-and-so  cured  wfi »' 
and  if  the  friends  of  the  five  deceased  be  asked  how  they  came  to  die,  it 
is  rare  indeed  for  it  to  be  said  that  Dr.  So-and-so  killed  them.  Frofi 
a  parity  of  reasoning  in  this  mode  of  regarding  the  subject,  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  if  the  physician  cured  the  95,  that  he  killed  the  five; 
for,  in  the  popular  way  of  thinking,  the  agency  of  nature  is  entirdj 
thrown  out  of  the  question.    The  error  and  difficulty  in  each  instsnoe 
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lies  in  the  inability  to  discriminate  between  what  nature  accomplishea, 
Mud  what  the  physician  effects  with  his  remedies.    The  point  is  a  yery 
nloe  one  to  decide  npon,  physicians  themselves  arriving  at  very  differ- 
eat  estimates.     When  the  conduct  of  the  physician  and  the  effects  of 
mnedies  are  easily  seen  and  apprehended,  as  in  surgery  or  obstetricf^ 
tlie  popular  estimate  of  the  worth  of  one,  and  skill  of  the  other,  gene- 
fftUy  approximates  very  nearly  the  truth.     Whence  it  follows  that  in 
theas  branches  there  are  nl>  pretended  rrformers,  and  unsempulous 
■iBOTators.     In  these  branches  they  make  no  ppetenses,  much  less  dare 
to  act  in  critical  cases,  lest  they  expose  their  own  presumption  and  ig- 
Boranee.     The  contrast  in  the  difficulty  of  discriminating  is  practical- 
ly illustrated  in  the  records  of  courts  of  justice,  by  the  trials  for  mal- 
tiee.     It  is  quite  common  for  a  doctor  to  be  convicted  of  mal-prac- 
in  surgery,  but  rarely  attempted,  and  still  more  rarely  aocom- 
piiahed,  in  the  treatment  of  ordinary  diseases.    But  no  one  will  pro- 
lead  to  say  that  ignoruice  and  blundering  treatment  are  not  as  oom- 
moB — aye,  much  more  so  —  in  the  practice  of  medicine  than  in  that  of 
smgery,  yet  the  genius  and  acumen  of  the  lawyer  are  equal  to  tke 
UwMUrs  of  the  latter,  but  wholly  inadequate  to  that  of  the  former. 
Dader  the  next  head  we  purpose  to  examine  this  point  at  length,  and 
9muider  how  difficult  it  is  to  arrive  at  absolute  truth  in  the  premises  ; 
only  at  present  remarking  that  so  faulty  are  people  in  ordinary  in 
fatming  correct  ideas  on  this  topic,  that  eveiy  candid  physician  wiU 
•knowledge  that  he  often  acquires  much  credit  while  really  entitled 
io  aoiie,  and  gets  g^reat  blame  while  really  deserving  great  praise. 
The  tendency  to  jump  at  conclusions  by  the  most  expeditious  mode 
to  the  placing  of  agencies  that  chanced  to  be  employed  at  the 
of  recovery,  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect.     Thus  we  have 
a  very  wortiiy  person  aver  from  positive  and  repeated  expe- 
that  he  was  cured  of  piles  by  carrying  a  buckeye  in  his  pocket, 
sr,  who  had  been  a  victim  of  a  weak  back,  that  he  i^as  cured 
by  getting  down  and  rolling  over  three  times  the  first  time  he  heard 
the  adea  of  a  whip-poor-will.     Thousands  believe  in  the  efficacy 
of  a  certain  text  of  Scripture  in  stopping  blood,  and  wc  know  of  a 
person  who  got  quite  a  reputation  for  curing  the  toothache,  by  giving 
the  eaierer  on  a  sUp  of  paper  the  magic  words  "Je$u  atm  ChrUio." 
Others  have  full   faith  in  the  efficacy  of  a  live  frog  tied  to  the  throat 
ia  a  case  of  quinsy  ;  in  the  rubbing  of  a  dead  child's  hand  over  large 
aed[«  or  goitre ;  in  the  curing  of  fits  by  means  of  the  hemp  taken 
from  the  culprit's  neck,  etc.,  etc.     These  are  only  a  few  of  the  sad  ey- 
of  snpentition  and  credulity  that  unfortunately  exist  in 
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suit  in  law  and  equity,  he  is  not  apt  to  select  as  his  counsel  one  noted 
for  the  ease  with  which  he  can  use  legal  terms  and  phrases,  but  rather 
<HM  known  for  his  skill,  judgment  and  acumen.  The  very  reverse  is 
unfortunately  true  of  the  patrons  of  medicine.  Good  common,  hard 
sense  and  respectable  attainments  are  at  a  discount  so  long  as  an  abun- 
cUtnee  of  long  hai*d  words  and  flowing  phrases  are  in  the  market,  no 
matter  whether  they  express  sense  or  nonsense.  To  some  minds  not 
over  credulous  there  is  a  mystery  attached  to  the  power  some  quacks 
are  supposed  to  possess,  who  are  said  to  describe  a  patient's  case  with- 
out ever  seeing  him.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  well  to  remember  that 
ilie  class  of  cases  in  which  they  almost  invariably  deal,  is  those  either 
originally  or  subsequently  chronic.  In  this  class  of  cases  certain 
symptoms  are  common  to  almost  every  case.  For  example,  the  fol- 
lowing enumeration  of  subjective  symptoms  will  apply  to  nine  out  of 
ten  chronic  cases  —  a  proportion  of  hits,  by  the  way,  sufficient  to  build 
np  a  great  and  extended  reputation  :  The  patient  has  pain  in  the  back 
or  sides,  a  feeling  of  general  weakness  and  fluttering  about  the  heart, 
sometimes  is  very  despondent  and  nervous,  more  or  less  irregularity  of 
the  bowels,  an  unpleasant  taste  in  the  mouth,  especially  of  mornings  ; 
a  craving  now  and  then  of  strange  articles  of  diet,  some  weight  and 
oppression  about  the  stomach  and  breast,  is  easily  chilled,  and  has 
bot  flashes  running  over  the  system,  etc.,  etc.  Now  eveiy  experienced 
physician  must  agree  that  this  assemblage  of  symptoms  will  very  sel- 
dom fail  in  the  description  of  a  chronic  case.  In  this  way  any  doctor 
may  imitate  these  charlatans  and  describe  to  the  friends'  satisfaction 
almost  any  lingering  case  without  any  personal  knowledge  of  the 
snffiBrer,  if  he  will  only  train  his  mind  to  run  glibly  along  just  such 
symptoms  —  and  which  are,  by  the  way,  very  definite  and  clear  to  a 
patient  or  his  friends,  but  beautifully  indefinite  and  general  to  a  pene- 
tmdog  and  acute  physician.  It  is  true  blunders  wOl  be  committed 
BOW  and  then  by  following  this  routine  ;  but  this  will  matter  but  little, 
as  it  will  be  sure  to  hit  nine  times  to  where  it  will  fail  once.  The  nine 
will  wonder  and  be  struck  with  astonishment  at  such  supernatural 
power,  and  an  excellent  opportunity  be  afforded  to  fleece  them  out  of 
ten  or  fifty  dollars. 

In  winding  up  the  description  of  a  case,  these  impostors  are  usually 
careful  not  to  give  the  disease  a  specific  name,  but  rather  speak  of  it 
as  a  derangement  of  one  or  more  organs  of  the  body,  of  which  it  is 
somewhat  doubtful  as  regards  a  total  cure,  but  certainly  can  be  very 
moth  helped.  Precisely  the  same  deception  is  practiced  by  fortune- 
Idfers,  though  relating  to  a  wholly  different  subject.     They  will  take 
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a  oredalonB  biped  to  one  side,  tell  him  that  he  has  tome  bitter  enemies 
neighbors  who  are  even  now  studying  how  to  wrong  him  ;  that  oalja 
short  time  ago  one  cheated  him  out  of  his  jnst  rights  ;  that  ha  has  had 
more  trouble  lately  than  ever  before ;  that  he  is  looking  for  a  visit,  or 
a  letter,  from  a  valued  friend :  that  he  himself  is  going  on  a  short  tiip^ 
if  things  go  jnst  thus  and  so  ;  that  he  will  meet  with  a  gnAt  sarpriM 
in  a  few  days  ;  that  he  expects  and  will  receive  a  l^acy  before  loa^ 
etc.,  etc.  All  of  these  things  and  oeenrrences  are  what  transpiiB  Is 
almost  every  one  in  common,  bat  which  individuals  think  ars  moai 
applicable  to  them  than  any  other  human  being  ;  and  henoe  condikb 
that  persons  able  to  tell  these  things  without  previous  aegnaataiflt 
must  have  supernatural  powers. 

The  third  cause  of  quackery  •*-  that  of  the  difficulty  in  formiag  a 
correct  judgment  as  to  the  evidences  of  a  cure— is  well  expresisd  m  tin 
Hippocratic  axiom,  ''Art  is  long,  life  is  short,  experience  dosbtfU^ 
and  judgment  difficult."  The  larger  the  mind,  and  the  more  thoroii|^ 
the  experience,  the  more  convincing  is  the  truth  of  this  axiom ;  and  aa 
the  other  hand  the  more  limited  this  power  and  acquirement,  the  m<»t 
is  that  one  confident  that  he  knows  "  all  the  law  and  the  prophets.** 
A  person  of  limited  acquirements,  who  estimates  his  own  attaioroeiiti 
by  that  of  a  narrow  circle,  is  exceedingly  apt  to  be  eaten  up  with  ooa- 
Buming  conceit.  If  he  is  ever  looking  back,  to  calculate  his  progreM, 
to  observe  the  multitudes  of  competitors  he  has  distanced,  instead  of 
yearning  to  press  onwards  in  the  ui^imited  labyrinths  of  knowledgt, 
he  is  almost  sure  to  be  puffed  up  by  a  self-assured  complacency,  (kat 
he  knows  all  the  pros  and  cons,  the  alpha  and  omega  of  everythiag. 
But  let  any  one  start  in  ihe  pursuit  of  knowledge  under  diff^'eirt  a^ 
rations,  let  him  endeavor  to  press  onwards  as  far  in  each  brandi  at  l» 
can,  let  him  op6n  one  book  of  nature  after  another,  and  the  further  lie 
advances  the  wider  and  vaster  becomes  nature's  expanse.  He  cleailj 
perceives  in  each  branch  that  as  he  advances,  the  lengths,  breadtitfi 
bights,  and  depths  grow  around  him,  new  and  unthought  of  vistM 
open  to  his  understanding,  till,  all  but  lost  in  illimitability,  he  is  en- 
abled to  form  an  adequate  conception  of  his  own  pigmy  self,  and  tbc 
ntter,  complete  nothingness  of  his  acquirements. 

The  same  is  equally  true  of  practitioners  of  medicine,  or  pretenders 
thereto.  Whenever  one  is  found  who  is  so  positive  that  he  thoroogk- 
ly  understands  all  about  disease,  who  has  the  most  perfect  confidence 
in  his  remedies  to  cure  with  unfailing  exactness, — that  one  may  be  e^ 
down  as  a  sample  of  short-sighted  ignorance.  But  the  illustratioa  ^ 
more  particularly  applicable  to  persons  outside  the  profession.    No- 
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tkiog  is  more  common  than  to  hear  them  talk  with  the  most  positive 
eertaintj  concerning  this  or  that  remedy,  for  a  certain  disease.  Thej 
CftD  £ar  outstrip  in  this  particular  the  learned  professor,  who  has  gone 
the  rounds  of  an  extensive  hospital  for  a  nnmher  of  years.  Every 
jAysician  has  more  or  less  experience  of  unfailing  remedies  for  disease 
tluU  has  heen  told  of,  by  well  meaning,  but  credulous  persons.  Were 
they  really  entitled  to  the  least  consideration,  it  must  be  a  matter  of 
f^giet  that  a  note  of  them  had  not  been  preserved,  for  certainly  if 
Uieir  assurances  are  deserving  of  belief,  there  ought  to  be  no  occasion 
for  any  su£fering  a  moment  longer  from  any  very  common  or  distress- 
ing afflictions.  Repeat  this  sentiment  to  one  who  has  just  finished 
ihrn  recital  of  a  case  of  disease  cured  by  some  remedy  of  wondrous 
Tiiioe,  and  he  will  retort  that  such  sarcasm  may  do  for  others,  but  for 
hoi  he  knows  whereof  he  speaks, — having  seen  it  in  others,  or  felt  it  in 
himself,  there  can  be  no  mUtake  about  it.  Unfortunately  for  the  special 
italeBient,  that  of  each  one  is  clinched  by  special  pleas  precisely  sim- 
ilar. What  they  know,  they  know, — and  there  is  no  use  spending 
words  about  the  matter.  These  kind  and  sincere  people,  who  think  to 
IhTor  the  profession  by  such  recitals,  fall  into  the  fundamental  error 
e£  condoding  that,  when  an  ag^nt  is  employed  at  or  about  the  time  of 
recovery,  it  is  therefore  the  cause  of  that  result.  They  wholly  ig- 
mors  the  officinal  part  oftentimes  performed  by  nature  in  the  cure,  and 
if  their  experience  should  become  more  extended,  and  failures  to  cure 
im  consequence  become  known,  they  complacently  conclude  that 
whet  will  cure  one  will  not  another.  Scientific  men  are  aware  that 
there  ere  a  class  of  diseases  that  will  in  time  get  well,  on  almost  any 
treatment,  provided  it  is  not  that  of  gross  mismanagement.  Rheuma- 
tisB  is  a  familiar  example  of  this  class,  and  generally  requires  special 
Umidering  to  bring  about  a  fatal  result.  In  its  treatment  among 
physicians,  the  most  diverse  is  known  to  be  carried  out,  and  yet  many 
are  eohfident  that,  because  their  treatment  almost  always  ended  in 
leeovery,  it  is  the  best  attainable.  That  they  can  not  all  be  best  ii 
mif-evident,  and  therefore  the  grounds  upon  which  each  bases  the  evi- 
dence of  his  superiority  in  remedials  must  be  fallacious.  The  expla- 
aadon  lies  in  the  fact  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  nature  is  herself 
competent  for  the  cure,  though  she  will  obviously  triumph  sooner  and 
more  thoroughly  when  skilfully  than  when  unskilfully  assisted.  The 
whole  measure  of  efficacy  is  ascertained  by  the  time  and  severe 
wgeiicy  of  the  course  the  disease  as  a  whole  assumes,  under  and  be- 
hmgiiig  to  one  course  of  treatment  rather  than  another.  In  other 
woids,  reversing  the  case,  nature  will  often  cure  in  spite  of  inappro* 
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priate  treatment,  though  her  course  will  be  vastlj  more  tedions  tod 
painful.  In  this  region,  with  ordinary  constitutions,  we  are  fully  con* 
fident  that  few,  if  any,  attacks  of  acute  or  inflammatory  rfaeumatiim 
need  confine  the  patient  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  days,  whilst  if  not 
treated  at  all,  or  badly  managed,  it  is  commonly  prolonged  to  six  or 
eight  weeks.  Now  it  is  quite  familiar  that  in  cases  of  recovery  from 
this  a£fection  the  patient  and  physician  claim  that  this  or  that  coune 
of  treatment  cured  or  removed  the  disease.  What  is  the  evidence  d 
it?  Confessedly  there  is  none,  except  that  the  patient  got  well;  and 
the  question  very  naturally  arises.  Would  he  not  have  recovered  in  the 
same  time  without  any  treatment  ?  and  who  cui-ed  him  in  such  u 
event  ?  If  we  take  the  course  pursued  by  the  genuine  infinitesimil 
doctor,  or  the  one  who  relies  upon  mere  palliatives,  we  have  a  standud 
to  compute  the  usual  duration  and  severity  of  the  disease  when  all  bnt 
left  solely  to  the  efforts  of  nature.  Unless  scientific  physicians  cai 
visibly  shorten  and  improve  upon  these  examples,  there  is  no  evidence 
to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  their  treatment  is  more  curative  thin 
that  of  the  homoeopath,  or  the  one  who  treats  himself  by  some  quack- 
ish  panacea.  In  forming  this  estimate  an  isolated  case  is  of  no  valoe, 
for  the  constitutional  strength,  idiosyncracies,  and  variations  in  the 
grade  of  attack,  vary  so  much  as  to  materially  influence  the  final 
result.  In  the  practice  of  the  various  medical  sects  it  is  often  a  matter 
of  wonder  that  more  difierences  are  not  discernible  in  the  degree  of 
their  success.  One  will  praise  his  kind  of  doctor  as  the  best,  while  an- 
other is  equally  confident  of  his.  The  truth  lies  nearer  the  sor&ce 
than  might  be  supposed.  In  fifty  cases  of  disease,  such  as  oidinarily 
present  themselves  to  the  physician,  the  greater  part  are  in  the  nature 
of  things  of  such  a  type  as,  unless  managed  in  a  very  unskilful  man- 
ner, will  inevitably  tend  to  a  favorable  result.  Whatever  tendency 
there  may  be  to  a  uniformity  in  the  final  issue,  the  time,  mode,  and 
state  of  constitutional  vigor  will  show  great  and  decided  variations, 
according  as  the  treatment  is  skilful,  blundering,  inactive,  or  tempo- 
rizing. The  final  result,  then,  of  the  greater  number  of  the  fifty  may 
be  nearly  the  same  with  the  quack  as  with  the  accomplished  physician; 
but  the  latter  will  get  his  well  sooner,  with  less  sufiering,  and  without 
a  long  train  of  ill  eflects  that  often  follows  in  the  wake  of  empirical 
treatment.  The  former  can  easily  explain  the  more  dragging  nature  of 
his  cases,  the  slow  and  imperfect  convalesence,  by  telling  each  patient 
that  his  case  has  been  one  of  the  very  worst  description — a  thing  it  is 
not  difficult  to  get  patients  to  believe.  Every  man  is  apt  to  think  his 
worldly  troubles  worse  than  that  of  his  neighbors  ;   so  every  sick 
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son  thinks  that  hut  few,  if  any,  ever  suffered  like  him.  The  dozen 
half  dozen  of  the  fifty  that  are  really  of  the  most  serious  character 
re  to  be  again  divided  into  the  curable  and  incurable;  in  other 
rds/  neither  art  nor  nature,  according  to  best  sources  and  the  teach- 
:8  of  experience,  are  competent  to  shake  off  certain  diseases.  The 
Lsequence  being  that  when  that  proportion  is  taken  off,  there  re- 
ins but  two  or  three  test  cases.     The  percentage  of  success  between 

learned  and  unlearned  is  from  these  causes  far  from  being  so  appa- 
i  as  some,  might  be  led  to  suppose,  and  a  little  ingenuity  on  the 
%  of  the  quack  will  easily  explain  away  the  remaining  differences. 
hen,  however,  a  severe  and  fatal  epidemic  chances  to  rage,  or  when 
aaa  out  of  the  usual  routine  of  colics,  fever,  and  colds  happens  to 
1  for  assistance,  the  contrast  between  the  skill  of  "the  regular  phy  si- 
ft and  the  empiric  becomes  clearly  manifest.  Some  of  these  pre- 
ders  have  been  so  completely  unmasked  by  a  single  case,  after  years 
what  is  termed  "good  luck,"  as  to  deem  retreat  the  better  part  of 
lor,  and  yield  the  field. 

Certainly  it  should  occasion  no  surprise  that  people  in  ordinary 
»nld  be  misled  by  such  cures,  and  form  erroneous  estimates  of  reme- 
1  agents,  when  physicians  themselves  frequently  fall  into  a  like 
or.    Some  have  even  gone  the  length  of  believing  that  Homoeopathy, 

the  doctrine  of  dilutions,  is  really  entitled  to  credit  and  serioos 
isideration.  They  have  apparently  taken  it  for  granted  that  be- 
lae  a  person  recovered  from  disease  while  using  sugar  pills,  they 
re  therefore  the  cause  of  that  effect.  In  forming  this  conclusion,  the 
itrolling  power  of  the  vis  medicatrix  natural — long  ago  clearly  taught 
Cnllen — was  not  understood,  or  carefully  weighed,  among  the  essen- 
1  dements  in  the  premises. 

Evidence  which  to  some  short-sighted  physicians,  and  nearly  every 
professional  person,  may  appear  as  perfectly  conclusive  in  the  mat- 

of  a  cure,  may  and  does  appear  to  the  thoroughly  enlightened  and 
tth-loving  doctor  in  a  wholly  different  light.  Take  the  example  of 
person  who  has  been  the  victim  of  some  distressing  affliction  for  a 
uiderable  time,  and  having  tried  in  vain  a  long  list  of  physicians, 
last  hits  upon  one  whose  treatment  seems  to  cause  him  to  feel  an 
mediate  amendment  in  every  symptom.  Strong  as  this  instance 
ij  appear,  and  common  as  such  cases  really  are,  there  is  not  one 
a  of  proof  that  the  agent  employed  by  the  last  and  successful  one 
red  the  disease.  Paradoxical  as  the  reader  may  think  this  statement, 
t  tbe  result  does  not  establish  the  averment.  The  truth  or  fabity  of 
ia  may  be  best  stated  by  an  example  of  the  kind  that  came  under  our 
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priate  treatment,  tbongh  ber  coarse  will  be  vastly  more  tedious  and 
painful.     In  tbis  region,  witb  ordinary  constitutions,  we  are  fully  con- 
fident tbat  few,  if  any,  attacks  of  acute  or  inflammatory  rbeumatism 
need  confine  the  patient  more  tban  fifteen  or  twenty  da3rs,  wbilst  if  not 
treated  at  all,  or  badly  managed,  it  is  commonly  prolonged  to  six  or 
eigbt  weeks.     Now  it  is  qnite  familiar  tbat  in  cases  of  recovery  from 
tbis  afiection  tbe  patient  and  pbysician  claim  tbat  tbis  or  tbat  cooiie 
of  treatment  cured  or  removed  tbe  disease.     Wbat  is  tbe  evidence  d 
it  ?     Confessedly  tbere  is  none,  except  tbat  tbe  patient  got  well;  ani 
tbe  question  very  naturally  arises.  Would  be  not  bave  recovered  intk 
same  time  witbout  any  treatment  ?  and  wbo  cured  bim  in  such  a 
event  ?     If  we  take  tbe  course  pursued  by  tbe  genuine  infinitesimal 
doctor,  or  the  one  wbo  relies  upon  mere  palliatives,  we  bave  a  standud 
to  compute  tbe  usual  duration  and  severity  of  tbe  disease  when  all  but 
left  solely  to  tbe  efforts  of  nature.     Unless  scientific  physicians  en 
visibly  shorten  and  improve  upon  these  examples,  tbere  is  no  evidence 
to  warrant  the  conclusion  tbat  their  treatment  is  more  curative  thu 
that  of  tbe  homoeopath,  or  the  one  wbo  treats  himself  by  some  quad- 
ish  panacea.     In  forming  tbis  estimate  an  isolated  case  is  of  no  value, 
for  the  constitutional  strength,  idiosyncracies,  and  variations  in  the 
grade  of  attack,  vary  so  much  as  to  materially  influence  the  finil 
result.     In  the  practice  of  tbe  various  medical  sects  it  is  often  a  matter 
of  wonder  tbat  more  difierences  are  not  discernible  in  tbe  degree  of 
their  success.     One  will  praise  bis  kind  of  doctor  as  tbe  best,  while  an- 
other is  equally  confident  of  his.     Tbe  truth  lies  nearer  tbe  snr&oe 
than  might  be  supposed.     In  fifty  cases  of  disease,  sucb  as  ordinanlj 
present  themselves  to  tbe  physician,  tbe  greater  part  are  in  tbe  natue 
of  things  of  such  a  type  as,  unless  managed  in  a  very  unskilful  man- 
ner, will  inevitably  tend  to  a  favorable  result.     Whatever  tendency 
tbere  may  be  to  a  uniformity  in  tbe  final  issue,  tbe  time,  mode,  and 
state  of  constitutional  vigor  will  show  great  and  decided  variations, 
according  as  the  treatment  is  skilful,  blundering,  inactive,  or  tempo- 
rizing.    The  final  result,  then,  of  tbe  greater  number  of  tbe  fifty  may 
be  nearly  tbe  same  witb  the  quack  as  witb  tbe  accomplished  pbysician; 
but  the  latter  will  get  bis  well  sooner,  witb  less  sufiFering,  and  without 
a  long  train  of  ill  effects  tbat  often  follows  in  the  wake  of  empirical 
treatment.    The  former  can  easily  explain  the  more  dragging  nature  of 
bis  cases,  tbe  slow  and  imperfect  convalesence,  by  telling  each  patient 
tbat  bis  case  has  been  one  of  the  very  worst  description — a  thing  it  is 
not  difficult  to  get  patients  to  believe.     Every  man  is  apt  to  think  his 
worldly  troubles  worse  tban  tbat  of  bis  neighbors  ;   so  every  sick 
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MTSOQ  thinks  that  but  few,  if  any,  ever  suffered  like  him.  The  dozen 
\T  half  dozen  of  the  fifty  that  are  really  of  the  most  serious  character 
lave  to  be  again  divided  into  the  curable  and  incurable ;  in  other 
roids,^ neither  art  nor  nature,  according  to  best  sources  and  the  teach- 
Dgs  of  experience,  are  competent  to  shake  off  certain  diseases.  The 
(onsequence  being  that  when  that  proportion  is  taken  off,  there  re- 
nmins  but  two  or  three  test  cases.  The  percentage  of  success  between 
he  learned  and  unlearned  is  from  these  causes  far  from  being  so  appa- 
tent  as  some,  might  be  led  to  suppose,  and  a  little  ingenuity  on  the 
wrt  of  the  quack  will  easily  explain  away  the  remaining  differences. 
nrben,  however,  a  severe  and  fatal  epidemic  chances  to  rage,  or  when 
I  case  out  of  the  usual  routine  of  colics,  fever,  and  colds  happens  to 
tall  for  assistance,  the  contrast  between  the  skill  of  "the  regular  physi- 
iaxk  and  the  empiric  becomes  clearly  manifest.  Some  of  these  pre- 
aoders  have  been  so  completely  unmasked  by  a  single  case,  after  years 
yf  what  is  termed  "good  luck,"  as  to  deem  retreat  the  better  part  of 
ralor,  and  yield  the  field. 

Certainly  it  should  occasion  no  surprise  that  people  in  ordinary 
lioiild  be  misled  by  such  cures,  and  form  erroneous  estimates  of  reme- 
lial  agents,  when  physicians  themselves  frequently  fall  into  a  like 
HTor.  Some  have  even  gone  the  length  of  believing  that  Homoeopathy, 
Kt  the  doctrine  of  dilutions,  is  really  entitled  to  credit  and  serious 
xmsideration.  They  have  apparently  taken  it  for  granted  that  be- 
saiiae  a  person  recovered  from  disease  while  using  sugar  pills,  they 
irere  therefore  the  cause  of  that  effect.  In  forming  this  conclusion,  the 
Dontrolling  power  of  the  vis  medicairix  natunx — long  ago  clearly  taught 
by  Collen — was  not  understood,  or  carefully  weighed,  among  the  essen- 
tial elements  in  the  premises. 

Evidence  which  to  some  short-sighted  physicians,  and  nearly  every 
nprofessional  person,  may  appear  as  perfectly  conclusive  in  the  mat- 
ter of  a  cure,  may  and  does  appear  to  the  thoroughly  enlightened  and 
fcmth-loving  doctor  in  a  wholly  different  light.  Take  the  example  of 
a  person  who  has  been  the  victim  of  some  distressing  affliction  for  a 
eibaiderable  time,  and  having  tried  in  vain  a  long  list  of  physicians, 
il  last  hits  upon  one  whose  treatment  seems  to  cause  him  to  feel  an 
imiiediate  amendment  in  every  symptom.  Strong  as  this  instance 
nay  appear,  and  common  as  such  cases  really  are,  there  is  not  one 
iota  of  proof  that  the  agent  employed  by  the  last  and  successful  one 
onod  the  disease.  Paradoxical  as  the  reader  may  think  this  statement, 
yei  the  result  does  not  establish  the  averment.  The  truth  or  falsity  of 
due  may  be  best  stated  by  an  example  of  the  kind  that  came  under  our 


598  Original  Communicaiians.  [October, 

priate  treatment,  though  her  course  will  be  vastly  more  tedious  and 
painful.     In  this  region,  with  ordinary  constitations,  we  are  fully  con- 
fident  that  few,  if  any,  attacks  of  acute  or  inflammatory  rfaeumatioD 
need  confine  the  patient  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  dajs,  whilst  if  not 
treated  at  all,  or  badly  managed,  it  is  commonly  prolonged  to  six  or 
eight  weeks.     Now  it  is  quite  familiar  that  in  cases  of  recovery  from 
this  aflection  the  patient  and  physician  claim  that  this  or  that  conns 
of  treatment  cured  or  removed  the  disease.     What  is  the  evidence  d 
it  ?     Confessedly  there  is  none,  except  that  the  patient  got  well;  ani 
the  question  very  naturally  arises.  Would  he  not  have  recovered  in  tliB 
same  time  without  any  treatment  ?  and  who  cured  him  in  such  a 
event  ?     If  we  take  the  course  pursued  by  the  genuine  infinitesiml 
doctor,  or  the  one  who  relies  upon  mere  palliatives,  we  have  a  standaid 
to  compute  the  usual  duration  and  severity  of  the  disease  when  all  but 
left  solely  to  the  efforts  of  nature.     Unless  scientific  physicians  en 
visibly  shorten  and  improve  upon  these  examples,  there  is  no  evidence 
to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  their  treatment  is  more  curative  thu 
that  of  the  homoeopath,  or  the  one  who  treats  himself  by  some  quad- 
ish  panacea.     In  forming  this  estimate  an  isolated  case  is  of  no  value, 
for  the  constitutional  strength,  idiosyncracies,  and  variations  in  the 
grade  of  attack,  vary  so  much  as  to  materially  influence  the  finil 
result.     In  the  practice  of  the  various  medical  sects  it  is  often  a  matter 
of  wonder  that  more  differences  are  not  discernible  in  the  degree  of 
their  success.     One  will  praise  his  kind  of  doctor  as  the  best,  while  an- 
other is  equally  confident  of  his.    The  truth  lies  nearer  the  sorfrce 
than  might  be  supposed.     In  fifty  cases  of  disease,  such  as  ordinanlj 
present  themselves  to  the  physician,  the  greater  part  are  in  the  nature 
of  things  of  such  a  type  as,  unless  managed  in  a  very  unskilful  man* 
ner,  will  inevitably  tend  to  a  favorable  result.     Whatever  tendency 
there  may  be  to  a  uniformity  in  the  final  issue,  the  time,  mode,  and 
state  of  constitutional  vigor  will  show  great  and  decided  variations, 
according  as  the  treatment  is  skilful,  blundering,  inactive,  or  tempo- 
rizing.    The  final  result,  then,  of  the  greater  number  of  the  fifty  may 
be  nearly  the  same  with  the  quack  as  with  the  accomplished  physician ; 
but  the  latter  will  get  his  well  sooner,  with  less  suffering,  and  without 
a  long  train  of  ill  effects  that  often  follows  in  the  wake  of  empirical 
treatment.    The  former  can  easily  explain  the  more  dragging  nature  of 
his  cases,  the  slow  and  imperfect  convalesence,  by  telling  each  patient 
that  his  case  has  been  one  of  the  very  worst  description — a  thing  it  is 
not  difficult  to  get  patients  to  believe.     Every  man  is  apt  to  think  liie 
worldly  troubles  worse  than  that  of  his  neighbors  ;   so  every  sick 
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MTSOQ  thinks  that  hut  few,  if  any,  ever  suffered  like  him.  The  dozen 
\T  half  dozen  of  the  fifty  that  are  really  of  the  most  serious  character 
lave  to  be  again  divided  into  the  curable  and  incurable;  in  other 
rords»'  neither  art  nor  nature,  according  to  best  sources  and  the  teach- 
Dgs  of  experience,  are  competent  to  shake  off  certain  diseases.  The 
(onsequence  being  that  when  that  proportion  is  taken  off,  there  re- 
nmins  but  two  or  three  test  cases.  The  percentage  of  success  between 
he  learned  and  unlearned  is  from  these  causes  far  from  being  so  appa- 
tent  as  some,  might  be  led  to  suppose,  and  a  little  ingenuity  on  the 
Mirt  of  the  quack  will  easily  explain  away  the  remaining  differences. 
nrben,  however,  a  severe  and  fatal  epidemic  chances  to  rage,  or  when 
I  ease  out  of  the  usual  routine  of  colics,  fever,  and  colds  happens  to 
tall  for  assistance,  the  contrast  between  the  skill  of"  the  regular  physi- 
aaa  and  the  empiric  becomes  clearly  manifest.  Some  of  these  pre- 
endera  have  been  so  completely  unmasked  by  a  single  case,  after  years 
yf  what  is  termed  "good  luck,"  as  to  deem  retreat  the  better  part  of 
ralor,  and  yield  the  field. 

Certainly  it  should  occasion  no  surprise  that  people  in  ordinary 
lioiild  be  misled  by  such  cures,  and  form  erroneous  estimates  of  reme- 
lial  agents,  when  physicians  themselves  frequently  fall  into  a  like 
nor.  Some  have  even  gone  the  length  of  believing  that  Homoeopathy^ 
w  the  doctrine  of  dilutions,  is  really  entitled  to  credit  and  serious 
son&idenition.  They  have  apparently  taken  it  for  granted  that  be- 
saiiae  a  person  recovered  from  disease  while  using  sugar  pills,  they 
irere  therefore  the  cause  of  that  effect.  In  forming  this  conclusion,  the 
Dontrolling  power  of  them  medicairix  natunx — long  ago  clearly  taught 
by  Collen — was  not  understood,  or  carefully  weighed,  among  the  essen* 
till  elements  in  the  premises. 

Evidence  which  to  some  short-sighted  physicians,  and  nearly  every 
npfofessional  person,  may  appear  as  perfectly  conclusive  in  the  mat- 
ter of  a  cure,  may  and  does  appear  to  the  thoroughly  enlightened  and 
kmth-loving  doctor  in  a  wholly  different  light.  Take  the  example  of 
i  person  who  has  been  the  victim  of  some  distressing  affliction  for  a 
eibaiderable  time,  and  having  tried  in  vain  a  long  list  of  physicians, 
il  last  hits  upon  one  whose  treatment  seems  to  cause  him  to  feel  an 
iauiiediate  amendment  in  every  symptom.  Strong  as  this  instance 
nay  appear,  and  common  as  such  cases  really  are,  there  is  not  one 
iota  of  proof  that  the  agent  employed  by  the  last  and  successful  one 
onod  the  disease.  Paradoxical  as  the  reader  may  think  this  statement^ 
yei  the  result  does  not  establish  the  averment.  The  truth  or  falsity  of 
dda  may  be  best  stated  by  an  example  of  the  kind  that  came  under  our 
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personal  knowledge/  In  the  year  1853,  a  Mr.  G.»  of  Duncan*!  TiDii 
consulted  a  well  known  surgeon  for  a  cbronic  disease,  the  natua  d 
which  we  could  get  no  definite  idea.  The  result,  however,  wu,  tkl 
he  got  considerably  worse  under  treatment,  meanwhile  heing  thoroaf^ 
ly  salivated  by  a  course  of  blue  mass.  This  reduoed  him  so  muchthii 
he  was  compelled  to  keep  his  bed,  and  not  long  after  sent  for  Dr.  IL 
He  put  him  upon  active  treatment  for  neuralgia  for  some  three  waflk^ 
without  relief  to  the  severe  abdominal  misery,  and  &  continned  ledv* 
tion  of  strength.  Another  physician.  Dr.  L.,  was  sent  for,  who  fonaei 
a  somewhat  different  diagnosis,  and  put  him  through  a  course  otwfdr 
icine,  without  ultimate  benefit.  Meantime  the  patient  became  gnidj 
emaciated,  thoroughly  bleached,  and  his  death  was  daily  expected  bj 
his  neighbors.  Almost  hopeless,  and  as  a  dernier  ressori,  the  wrilv 
was  sent  for.  The  case  being  a  somewhat  noted  one,  a  careful  lai 
minute  examination  was  made,  without  being  able  to  detect  any  <x^ 
ganic  disorder.  He  appeared  to  be  suffering  under  various  inegolaii- 
ties  of  function  —  chiefly  nervous,  and  from  his  own  aqpount  the  pit- 
vious  attendants  had  not  d^e  him  any  permanent  good,  but  lalkr 
kept  him  going  downward  in  general  strength.  The  last  attendMi 
had,  to  use  his  own  phrase,  "  made  him  as  blind  as  a  bat,"  hj  some 
narcotic,  doubtless.  To  calm  nervous  i^tability,  and  oppose  sons 
spastic  action  of  the  bowels,  he  was  put  upon  assafoetida  pills,  well 
coated,  by  the  way.  Nourishing,  easily-digested  food  was  oideied, 
and  to  the  surprise  of  all  cognizant  with  the  case,  he  rapidly  got  bit- 
ter, and  in  a  dozen  of  days  from  date  of  attendance  was  staggeniy 
through  the  streets.  That  the  pills  did  not  cure  this  case  no  one  en 
doubt,  but  the  patient  thought  that  such  pills  were  never  before  maie 
by  moiial,  and  the  friends  considered  the  last  medicine  to  have  add 
like  a  charm.  The  truth  of  the  case  really  was,  that  he  had  hset 
over-drugged,  in  fact  kept  down,  unintentionally,  however,  on  the  part 
of  attendants,  completely  smothering  every  recuperative  power  of 
nature  ;  the  rapid  change  for  the  better  being  produced  by  the  absenos 
of  medicine  of  perturbating  power. 

The  suggestion  arising  from  this  case  naturally  leads  to  the  hit 
head  of  the  subject,  viz  :  That  of  the  incompetence  and  careless  ron- 
tinism  of  practitioners  in  the  ranks  of  legitimate  medicine.  Had  sadi 
a  case  as  just  narrated  happened  to  have  been  put  under  the  care  of  • 
sugar-pill  doctor,  doubtless  the  same  results  would  have  ensued,  b 
this  way  an  impression  highly  favorable  to  that  ism  would  have  bea 
originated,  that  a  lifetime  only  would  serve  to  efface.  In  that  loctli* 
ty  every  regular  would  have  to  listen  to  the  wonderful  stoiy,  thsl 
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roved  to  the  minds  of  the  narrators,  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  donbt, 
kat  Homoeopathy  is  no  hnmbag.  It  is  precisely  on  such  cases  that 
epends  the  notoriety,  and  bases  the  claims  of  each  of  the  so-called 
ew  systems  of  the  day.  If  an  intelligent  person  be  asked  why  he 
elieves  in  homceopathic,  hydropathic,  botanic,  spiritualistic,  or  nris- 
ypm  doctrines,  onr  word  for  it,  he  will  triumphantly  refer  to  just  such 
ease,  or  a  set  of  cases.  Incompetent  physicians,  and  careless  routin- 
es, who  suffer  themselves  to  be  foiled  in  this  manner  by  some  igno- 
mt  quack,  not  only  inflict  a  wound  on  their  own  reputation,  but  put  a 
igma  and  throw  discredit  upon  the  system  of  science  which  they 
rofeas  to  represent.  So  far  as  the  individuals  who  are  acquainted 
idi  such  instances  are  concerned,  the  injury  to  legitimate  medicine  is 
Teparable.  The  inexcusable  errors  of  its  members  are  charged  to 
mlttness  in  the  system  to  which  they  belong.  In  nearly  every  exam- 
le  where  medical  humbugs  have  acquired  a  temporary  ascendancy, 
nd  where  an  unhealthy  public  sentiment  exists,  its  origin  may  be 
«eed,  with  few  exceptions,  to  the  profession  itself.  Science  is  its 
im  conservator,  and  the  less  we  have  of  it  in  our  ranks  the  more  de- 
tractive it  will  be  to  our  honor,  welfare,  and  reputation.  Can  it  be, 
r  ought  it  to  be,  then,  a  matter  for  wonder  that  physicians  should  be 
idloiiis,  and  close  sticklers  for  and  of  each  others'  standing,  when  the 
lisdeeds  of  every  old  fogy,  every  unworthy,  uneducated,  brain-slug- 
ird  should  be  laid  at  the  door  of  our  temple  of  science  ?  Difficult 
I  it  is  for  unprofessional  persons  to  form  correct  ideas  upon  medical 
maottB,  legitimate  medicine  never  would  have  incurred  the  censure, 
or  deserved  the  odium  of  many  estimable  persons,  had  it  not  been 
IT  the  self-complacent  and  ipse-dixit  bigots,  who  have  abused  and 
smpled  upon  the  confidence  of  their  patrons.  Take  the  example  of 
i  old  and  tolerably  resp^table  physician,  who  has  practiced  in  a 
uticalar  neighborhood  for  a  score  of  years.  If  *'  his  luck,"  as  it  is 
nned,  has  been  tolerable,  or  even  good,  not  however  by  or  from  his 
lecial  skill,  but  from  the  unfatal  type  of  disease,  hundreds  of  per- 
ms will  place  in  him  the  most  unbounded  confidence.  If  bis  brain 
I  of  a  narrow  mold,  and  of  not  over-sensitive  conscience,  he  will  be- 
vne  conceited,  arrogant,  and  dictatorial.  He  will  pompously  talk, 
r«n  to  medical  men,  of  "  my  experience,"  of  "  my  opinions,"  as  if 
ffsooth,  they  were  entitled  to  any  credit  or  special  consideration,  when 
It  backed  by  any  brain  or  knowledge  above  that  of  an  *'  old  gran- 
f.**  The  tedious  and  dear-bought  experience  of  twenty  centuries,  as 
flf^  in  our  standard  works,  is  overwhelmed  by  "  his  opinion,"  or 
IT— 88 
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*^  hi6  experience,"  of  not  over  a  dozen  or  a  score  of  yeara.  Poor  do- 
tard !  pity  and  contempt  yon  ric&ly  deserve,  and  you  are  afaeidj 
passed  knowing  that 

"  A  little  knowledge  is  a  dangerous  tUng." 

That  such  a  one  will  take  no  pains  to  read  and  leam  from  the  in- 
provements  of  the  age  is  very  evident.     What  need  he  ?    The  peopk 
have  already  full  confidence,  and  what  is  the  nse  of  spading  monej  for 
hooks,  and  wasting  valuable  time  over  their  musty  lore.     Nothing,  be 
cunningly  thinks,  can  shake  their  confidence  in  his  skill.    His  pniotiie 
in  drugs  soon  degenerates  to  mere  routine.    The  mental  labor  reqmied 
to  select  out  of  some  two  or  three  hundred  preparations  the  mediciie 
best  adapted,  to  the  case  before  him  is  dispensed  with.     He  anns  his* 
self  with  a  few  remedies — ^favorites,  generally  the  lions  of  the  mateiii 
medica,  and  if  the  patient  recovers,  well  and  good ;  if  not,  whj  he 
knows  that  people  will  say  if  Dr.  So-and-so  attended  him,  then  sU 
was  done  for  him  that  could  be.    But  among  such  disgracefol  memhoi 
of  the  profession — ^many  of  whom,  by  the  way,  have  intruded  into  the 
fold  by  stealth,  and  not  by  the  door — ^there  happens  every  now  and 
then  a  case  like  the  following :  A  confiding  patron  is  taken  with  a 
severe,  unusual  and  intracticable  disorder.     The  doctor  plies  his  nsasl 
remedies  in  vain  ;  weeks,  months,  aye,  in  some  cases  years,  pass  o?er 
ere  the  patient  can  think  of  trying  any  one  else.     His  patience  is  soie- 
ly  tried.     The  doctor  tells  him  to  persevere ;  that  he  will  core  him, 
but  he  must  have  time.     Time  and  times  time  are  given  and  tato. 
The  case,  from  its  tedium  and  resistance  to  such  skill,  becomes  a  ootsd 
one.     It  is  talked  of  for  miles  around.     At  last  the  patient's  or  Ui 
friends'  patience  becomes  exhausted.     They  resolve  to  try  some  oat 
else — a  new  kind  <tf  dodar,  qf  course,  for  nans  cf  the  old  kind  can  e^ 
our  old  family  one ;  and,  lo  and  behold,  immediate  amendment  aumei. 
Others  who  have  travelled  over  his  routine  of  remedies,  such  as  calo- 
mel, blue  mass,  veratrum  viride,  over  and  over  again  without  penai- 
nent  relief,  are  encouraged  to  try  the  new  kind  of  doctor,  with  oftea- 
times  a  like  result,  until  there  is  created  a  strong  feeling  againit  old' 
line  doctors,  and  a  corresponding  feeling  in  favor  of  the  new.    The 
practice  of  the  majority  of  these  routinists  is  that  of  depletion — pollni^ 
down  the  system  ;  and  when  they  do  attempt  to  raise  it,  'tis  with  tke 
most  poweiful  tonics  they  can  select.    They  forget»  indeed,  if  ^ 
ever  knew,  the  prime  axiom :  to  treat  only  acute  diseases  by  s^ 
remedies,  and  chronic  diseases  by  chronic  remedies,  or  at  least  chrome 
doses.    Hence,  the  case  being  chronic,  and  thoroughly  debilitated  bj 
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depletion,  the  gentle  placebo,  the  innocent  tonic,  acts  like  oil  npon  the 
troubled  waters,  nature  has  fair  chance  to  react,  the  quack  or  nostmm- 
vender  gains  a  friend,  and  the  regular  profession  an  enemy.  Genuine 
Homoeopathy  derives  its  chief  growth  and  prosperity  to  this  error 
in  regular  practitioners.  The  delicate  and  imaginative  creature  that 
forms  the  nucleus  of  voluminous  crinoline  is  illy  fitted  to  digest  many 
of  our  patent  agents.  Their  very  presence  in  the  stomach  aggravates 
her  nervous  maladies,  and  keeps  the  system  not  actively  diseased  in  a 
tomult  of  disorder.  After  a  lengthy  and  discouraging  ordeal  under 
one  or  more  regular  physicians,  who  treat  in  much  the  same  way, 
she  applies  to  the  sugar-pill  knight,  who  gives  her  what  is  equivalent 
to  no  medicine  at  all,  with  instant  relief  to  her  hysterical  distresses. 
TIm  improvement  in  her  fioelings  is  attributed  to  the  sugar  pills, — 
vhereas  the  mere  withdrawal  of  powerful  medicaments  has  produced 
dw  observed  amendment.  Substantiating  this  point  is  the  marked 
futiality  of  many  practitioners  for  what  the  late  Prof.  Harrison 
tBimed  "the  lions  of  the  materia  medica."  Look  at  their  prescrip- 
tioaa,  or  examine  their  stock  in  drugs,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  they 
deal  only  in  a  very  limited  number  of  pharmaoopial  agents,  and  those 
«f  the  most  potent  description.  A  physician  who  does  not  select  out 
of  tke  numerous  class  of  cathartics  for  the  one  best  fitted  for  the  caae 
wkich  he  is  called  upon  to  treat,  but  carelessly  issues  a  dose  of  a  favo- 
nie,  as  calomel  and  jalap,  is  utterly  unworthy  of  the  name,  and  is  to 
all  intents  an  empiric,  no  matter  what  his  presumed  or  theoretical 
acqoliements.  The  same  may  be  said  of  those  who  treat  every  case 
of  ocmrlet  fever  alike,  or  who  prescribe  veratrum  viride,  or  ipecac,  for 
ovoij  instance  of  ordinary  fever. 

Urn!  even  the  best  of  physicians  will  not  now  and  then  make 
Uanders,  is  to  give  them  more  than  mortal  attributes ;  but  that  of 
vkich  there  is  the  chief  and  most  room  for  complaint  is  not  due  to 
lode  of  competence,  but  to  sheer  carelessness,  and  a  leaning  upon  their 
lopotation  in  a  particular  neighborhood,  rather  than  upon  their  higher 
to  themselves,  to  their  patrons,  and  to  the  profession  they  repie- 
It  is  not  our  wish  or  aim  to  indulge  in  a  captious  or  censorious 
optrit,  bat  we  feel  sincere  by  observation  and  reflection  upon  these 
ovila,  and  earnest  from  a  love  of  the  profession,  its  honor  and  wel- 
iue»  and  above  all  it  is  a  duty  owing  to  our  fellow-beings,  that  error 
ohoidd  be  expurged,  truth  promulgated,  in  order  that  the  legitimate 
#ij|octo  of  science  may  be  subserved.  It  is  also  our  hope  to  infuse 
diligence  in  the  votaries  of  science,  that  they  may  be  lead 
to  kan  npon  past  acquirements  or  reputation,  but  press  forward. 


604  Original  CommunictUionB.  [October, 

carefully  and  vigilantly,  and  never  cast  a  film  of  doubt  over  tk 
whole  circle  of  science,  of  which  they  may  be  held  brilliant  represen- 
tatives. 


I  ■  • 


▲BTICLB  II. 

Case  of  Exseotion  of  the  Knee-Joint  in  consequence  of  Disease  of  Bosi 

caused  by  a  Gun-shot  Wound. 

BT   E.  8.  COOPER,   A.M.,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  UniTersity  of  the  PadiCi 

San  Francisco,  California. 

Mr.  N.  F.,  set.  24,  was  shot  through  the  knee-joint  in  June,  1857» 
the  ball  entering  the  lower  end  of  the  femur,  detaching  a  portion  of  tk 
inner  condyle,  and  passing  obliquely  downward  and  outward  throogli 
the  upper  part  of  the  tibia,  shattering  it  very  much.  When  I  wsi 
consulted,  Oct.  25,  1857,  sinous  openings  leading  to  the  bones  wen 
found  at  different  places.  The  probe  would  penetrate  the  substance  of 
the  bones  very  readily  for  an  inch  or  more,  though  there  was  so  mufik 
sensibility  as  to  render  its  use  very  painful. 

Operation, — ^Longitudinal  incisions  were  made  on  the  inner  and 
outer  sides  of  the  leg,  seven  inches  long,  into  the  joint.  A  transvene 
incision  was  next  made,  extending  from  one  to  the  other  of  the  first 
incisions,  dividing  the  ligamentum  patella,  and  opening  the  joint  lolly. 
The  patella  being  found  diseased,  was  next  cut  away.  A  bone-chisel 
was  then  used,  and  the  soft  parts  removed  from  three  inches  of  the 
ends  of  the  bones  constituting  the  joint.  The  lateral  and  crucial  liga- 
ments were  much  affected,  and  required  dividing  in  order  to  remove 
the  ends  of  the  bones  found  diseased, —  which  being  accomplished,  the 
leg  was  flexed  completely  upon  the  thigh,  and  while  in  that  conditioa 
was  forced  forward  so  as  to  separate  the  tibia  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  femur,  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  its  upper  end,  which  was  done 
with  an  ordinary  amputating  saw,  taking  off  more  than  an  inch.  Titf 
leg,  still  flexed,  was  now  drawn  back  as  far  as  possible,  to  expose  the 
lower  end  of  the  femur,  which  was  taken  off  just  above  the  condyles. 
The  newly  made  bony  surfaces  were  so  shaped  as  to  fit  each  other  ex- 
actly when  brought  together  and  the  leg  nearly  straight.  The  amooii 
of  bony  substance  removed  prevented  the  difficulty  in  bringing  tk 
parts  together  in  consequence  of  contraction  of  the  flexors,  wbici 
sometimes  occurs,  and  in  a  few  cases  has  led  the  sui^geon  to  resort  (o 
ihe<  dividing  of  the  hamstring  tendons. 

The  j»arts  were  plaoed  so  as  to  leave  the  limb  in  the  best  positios  te 
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a  bony  union  —  the  result  always  to  be  aimed  at  in  these  cases.  A 
piece  of  lint  was  placed  in  each  of  the  incisions,  and  a  roller  over  the 
whole  limb  as  tightly  as  the  patient  could  conveniently  bear,  com- 
mencing at  the  toes.  This  dressing  was  kept  constantly  wet  in  an 
evaporating  lotion  composed  of  one  part  of  alcohol  and  ten  of  water, 
for  the  first  ten  days.  A  splint  was  placed  on  the  back  part  of  the 
limb,  to  prevent  flexion  and  keep  the  bony  parts  in  close  apposition. 
No  sutures  were  applied  in  the  soft  parts,  to  hold  them  together, 
(which  is  according  to  my  universal  custom  in  these  cases,)  which 
made  the  wound  heal  entirely  by  granulation.  The  cold  applications 
were  exchanged  for  poultices  at  the  end  of  ten  days.  These  were  con- 
tiniied  for  six  weeks  and  renewed  twice  a  day.  Tr.  iodini  was  applied 
evoy  day  after  the  evaporating  lotions  were  discontinued.  The  lint 
was  removed  soon  after  the  poultices  were  applied. 

Tlie  wound  healed  kindly  by  granulation.  In  three  weeks  after  the 
(^wration  the  patient  was  able  to  leave  his  bed  and  move  about  on 
emtches.  the  limb  being  carefully  supported  by  a  splint  placed  as  be- 
fore described.  No  pain  or  trouble  of  any  kind  occurred  after  the 
operation,  and  in  three  months  the  patient  left  this  city  for  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  where  he  designed  remaining  in  future.  The  ends  of  the 
bones  were  united  and  solid  when  he  left,  and  six  months  later  I  heard 
from  him,  when  he  was  engaged  in  business  and  quite  well. 

Remarks, — ^Traumatic  diseases  of  bones  constituting  a  joint,  when 
sxsected  and  a  cure  fully  completed,  as  in  this  case,  seldom  give  rise 
to  further  trouble  in  patients  of  healthy  constitutions  ;  and  I  should  be 
surprised  if  this  patient  should  have  any  return  of  disease.  It  does, 
however,  sometimes  happen  that  even  in  these  cases  portions  of  bone 
Sfs  thrown  off  from  time  to  time,  giving  rise  to  considerable  local  in- 
flammation and  purulent  collections.    This  is  especially  frequent  after 

operations  upon  patients  who  have  been  long  the  subjects  of 
affixing  the  joint,  such  as  white  swelling,  and  several  years 
sre  sometimes  required  to  effect  a  cure,  but  which  may  still  become 
eomplete.  Our  medical  literature  touching  this  subject  is  in  its  infan- 
cy. The  most  experienced  surgeons  have  written  but  little  upon  it 
ealeidated  to  enable  us  to  decide  the  question  as  to  what  extent  we  are 
to  practice  conservative  surgery  in  these  cases.     Much,  however,  will 

be  developed  by  way  of  establishing  more  definite  rules  as  to 

local  symptoms  and  a  partial  return  of  disease  of  bone  after  ex* 
will  justify  us  in  depending  upon  time  and  conservative  meas- 

or  a  resort  to  the  more  speedy  but  objectionable  mode  of  cure' — 
piiUUiom. 
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▲SnCLK   lU. 

A  Case  in  Obstetrics. 

[BMd  before  the  Union  Medical  AsiodatioB,  KnightaCown,  lui.,  April  1,  ISO.] 
BT   JOHN   LEWIS,   M.D.,   OODBK,  INDIANA. 

1861,  March  15.— To-day,  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  saw  Mrs.  W.  Sk 
is  aged  about  35  years,  has  usually  good  health,  and  is  the  mothar  of 
two  children,  the  younger  of  which  is  six  years  old.  1  found  As 
patient  sitting  by  the  fire,  apparently  comfortable,  and  complainiBgof 
nothing  except  some  weakness ;  she  was  i^  from  pain  and  excitemest 
of  any  kind.  She  informed  me  that  her  menstrua  had  been  regular 
for  years  past  up  to  May  last ;  that  during  June,  Jaly  and  Augvi 
they  did  not  appear.  During  that  period  of  three  months  she  did  not 
suffer  any  impairment  of  health,  not  even  from  nausea.  In  SeptSA* 
her,  about  the  time  her  menstrua  should  have  c<^me  on,  she  lost  t 
foBtus  one  day  when  on  her  feet  engaged  in  household  duties.  Hm 
foetus  was  small,  but  she  thought  large  enough  for  three  months,  8b 
could  not  tell  whether  any  placenta  followed  or  not,  for  there  wass 
good  deal  of  haemorrhage  at  the  time ;  bhe  did  not  lie  in  bed  an  bov, 
but  proceeded  with  her  household  duties  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 
During  October,  November  and  December  her  menatma  weie  agaii 
regular,  and  her  health  as  usual.  In  January  and  Febmaiy  she  sfus 
**  missed ''  without  any  nausea  or  disturbanca  of  general  health.  Bix 
days  ago,  about  the  regular  time  for  her  menstrua  to  appear,  ahe  fint 
felt  uterine  pains  ;  these  pains  annoyed  her  very  much  when  oa  Imt 
feet  doing  housework,  but  would  subside  very  much  when  she  retirdi 
for  the  night.  This  state  of  affairs  continued  until  to-day,  when  ai> 
other  foetus,  of  the  size  it  ought  to  have  been  at  three  months,  waa 
thrown  off  with  but  little  pain.  The  foetus  was  very  much  maoeratti 
and  without  any  funis  ;  there  was  no  haemorrhage  immediately  follow- 
ing its  discharge.  Four  hours  after  the  expulsicm  of  the  foetus,  I  fovl 
the  patient  as  above  described  without  pain  or  haemorrhage. 

Upon  request,  she  very  reluctantly  consented  to  the  vag.  tact  tj 
that  means  I  found  the  uterus  very  low  in  vaginal  canal,  and  veiy 
hard  and  firm,  as  containing  something.  I  found  the  os  uteri  so  motk 
relaxed,  that  I  could  introduce  my  index  finger  ;  introduced  the  fing* 
as  far  as  the  second  joint,  and  could  then  just  barely  touch  a  plaoeata* 
which  seemed  to  be  soft,  macerated,  giving  under  the  finger  so  maA 
that  I  could  get  no  hold  of  it.  If  I  had  had  a  blunt  hook,  I  m^ 
have  used  it  to  my  patient's  advantage ;  but  I  had  no  such  instit' 
ment  at  hand,  did  not  like  to  depend  upon  eigot,  and  condnded  to 
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9l]ow  the  advice  of  Prof.  Meigs  in  letting  it  remain  for  the  time  he- 
(ig»  while  other  means  were  resorted  to  for  its  removal.  Treatment : 
fake  qninise  solph.,  grs.  iij.,  pnlv.  opii,  grs.  ij.,  at  once,  and  repeat 
werj  four  hours  nntil  four  doses  are  taken  ;  rest  in  the  horizontal 
K>8ition  ;  a  cloth  wrung  out  of  cold  water  to  pubic  r^ion  ;  to  nse  a 
"aginal  sjringe  occasionally,  to  remove  any  coagula  that  may  be 
stained  in  vagina ;  to  use  cool  drinks,  and  have  as  much  physical 
[vietness  as  possible. 

March  16. — ^Patient  suffered  a  good  deal  during  the  night  from  ute- 
IM  pain,  attended  by  pretty  free  haemorrhage.  Treatment :  Contin- 
isd  that  of  yesterday.  At  bedtime  take  a  full  dose  of  purgative  pills 
oomp.  cathar.) 

March  17. — Saw  patient  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.  Learned  that  about  two 
loors  previous  she  had  had  pretty  free  vomiting  of  bilious  matter, 
rhicb  had  caused  some  alarm ;  but  at  the  time  I  saw  her  the  stomach 
raa  quiet.  8he  stated  that  she  had  suffered  all  day,  and  night  so  far, 
rith  strong  uterine  pain  ;  that  about  a  teacupful  of  a  dark,  disinte- 
;imled  matter  had  passed  per  vaginam  since  last  evening.  From  a 
igital  examination,  I  found  a  foreign  mass  just  inside  the  os  uteri  ; 
be  mass  was  soft  and  yielding.  By  manipulating  with  a  great  deal 
t  cave,  I  succeeded  in  removing  a  mass  of  about  the  size  of  my  shut 
And  ;  it  smelled  badly,  and  was  in  two  pieces,  held  together  by  a 
lenbrane.  I  could  discover  no  trace  of  a  cord.  Soon  after  the  re- 
ioval  of  this  mass,  several  more  small  pieces  passed  off.  In  a  few 
liaules  after,  from  vag.  tact.  I  could  discover  some  of  the  mass  yet 
smaining  at  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  but  it  was  so  soft  and  yielding 
htA  I  could  do  nothing  with  it  but  to  break  it  up  as  well  as  I  could. 
JpOD  the  withdrawal  of  the  hand,  about  the  size  of  a  walnut  passed 
IF  in  very  small  pieces.  After  that  she  rested  easily  ;  uterine  pains 
ight  and  at  long  intervals ;  no  haemorrhage,  pulse  70  and  soft,  and  no 
prsaess  or  swelling  of  abdomen.  Treatment :  Continue  the  horizon- 
si  position ;  take  every  two  hours  3  ij.  of  a  sat.  sol.  sulph.  mag., 
ntO  the  bowels  move  freely.  Follow  the  action  cf  the  bowels 
rith  quinisB  sulph.,  grs.  iij.,  pulv.  opii,  gr.  j.,  every  four  hours,  until 
Mir  doses  are  taken  ;  continue  cold  compress  on  pubic  region,  and  use 
•pid  water  as  a  vaginal  injection  frequently.  .  .  .  About  10  o'cldck 
..  M.  the  bowels  moved  frequently  and  freely  ;  no  more  placenta  has 
SMed ;  lochia  normal,  and  after-pains  light  and  at  long  intervals. 

March  23. — ^Patient  has  continued  to  improve  up  to  present  writ- 
^^  without  any  unpleasant  symptom. 

<—  Sereiml  points  present  themselves  in  the  details  of  the  above  case 
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that  seem  to  me  to  be  full  of  interest.  The  first  is,  thst  when  the 
aborted  in  September  no  placenta  was  visible.  According  to  her  reck- 
oning, she  had  been  pregnant  at  least  three  months,  and  it  is  not  likdj 
that  the  placenta  of  a  three  months  foetus  could  pass  j^er  vioi  nabirtiet 
of  a  female  without  her  knowledge.  From  her  history  of  the  case  it 
that  time  I  would  infer  that  none  passed.  The  second  point  is,  the  en- 
tire absence,  during  the  whole  period,  of  any  sympathetic  disturbanoe 
of  the  stomach  or  of  the  general  health.  In  her  other  pregnancies  ilie 
suffered  a  great  deal  from  nausea.  The  third  point  is  the  large  site  of 
the  foetus  and  placenta  thrown  off  in  March,  when  she  had  onlf 
"  missed  "  the  two  previous  months.  The  foetus  thrown  off  at  thii 
time,  judging  from  its  macerated  condition,  had  been  dead  sonie 
weeks ;  the  placenta  was  partially  disintegrated,  putrefying, —  facts 
leading  to  the  supposition  that  detachment  and  death  took  place  some 
time  prior  to  the  setting  in  of  uterine  pain  six  days  before  its  expul- 
sion. From  these  facts  I  can  not  but  conclude  that  the  woman  coo- 
ceived  twice  in  June  last :  one  of  them  perished  and  was  thrown  off 
in  September  following,  the  other  in  March  of  the  present  year,  tt 
about  the  full  period  of  nine  months  from  the  time  of  conception. 

As  regards  the  removal  of  the  placenta  in  this  case,  I  believe  it 
could  not  have  been  done  with  the  hand ;  and  J  doubt  very  much 
whether  it  could  have  been  removed  with  either  forceps  or  blunt  hook» 
on  account  of  its  macerated  condition.  For  its  removal  I  could  not 
depend  upon  ergot,  for  I  had  never  **  proved  it ;''  I  could  depend  on 
quinifle  sulph.  and  opium,  because  I  had  proved  them  in  numeroos 
similar  cases  during  a  practice  of  fifteen  years.  The  miiform  result 
from  their  use  in  such  cases  has  been  such  that  I  have  never  yet  had 
any  cause  to  regret  having  depended  on  them. 

On  retained  post-abortional  placenta.  Prof.  Meigs  has  the  following 
language  : 

**  In  some  cases  of  abortion  it  is  not  within  the  power  of  the  medi- 
cal attendant  to  extract  the  placenta.  The  long  cylindrical  canal  of 
the  cervix  closes  soon  after  the  expulsion  of  the  waters  and  the  embrjo ; 
the  womb  sometimes  ceases  to  contract,  and  the  finger  can  not  giin 
access  to  the  uterine  cavity, — and  even  if  it  can,  it  is  not  always  pos- 
sible to  remove  the  placenta,  which  occasionally  adheres  with  abnor 
mal  pertinacity.  Attempts  with  a  proper  small  forceps,  with  the 
placental  hook,  by  means  of  ergotism,  and  other  means,  should  always 
be  carried  as  far  as  a  sound  discretion  will  permit ;  but  all  rude  w 
forcible  attempts  to  procure  extraction  should  be  regarded  as  eqnaUj 
dangerous  as  the  continued  stay  of  the  after-birth  in  the  cavity.  I  b»T« 
jnany  times  preferred  to  leave  the  remains  of  the  abortive  ovum  to 
macerate  and  putrefy  in  uUro,  to  the  dangerous  risk  of  provoking  in- 
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flammation  of  the  organ  by  forcibly  tearing  it  from  the  womb.    In  my 
own  practice  I  had  never  occasion  to  regret  my  decibion." 

Thia  is  snrely  sound,  common-sense  advice,  and  from  good  author- 
ity. No  doubt  every  medical  man  has,  at  some  time  or  other  during 
his  professional  career,  been  compelled  to  adopt  a  course  similar  to  the 
above,  whether  sanctioned  by  recorded  experience  or  not.  If  he  can 
not  remove  the  placenta  by  any  means  within  his  reach,  what  better 
can  he  do  than  to  let  it  remain  in  sUu,  and  trust  to  natnre  and  to  drugs 
fi>r  its  removal  ?  In  such  cases  quinite  sulph.  and  opium  are,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  remedies  to  be  relied  upon,  whether  haemorrhage 
be  present  or  not.  From  my  own  experience  in  using  them  in  such 
eases,  I  think  there  need  be  no  fear  of  metritis,  peritonitis,  or  any 
other  inflammation  being  developed. 


▲mricLK  IT. 

Poisoning  by  Belladonna:  Recovery. 

BT   8AMUKL   WILLET,   M.D.,   8T.   PAUL,   M1NHE80TA. 

On  the  afternoon  of  23d  July  ult.,  about  6  o'clock,  my  little  boy 
foond  in  my  office  between  thirty  and  thirty-five  grains  of  a  fine  ex- 
tract of  belladonna,  which  he  ate  by  mistake  for  extract  of  liquorice. 
Am  be  approached  the  house,  his  mother  noticed  his  unsteady,  nervous 
g»it,  and  conjectured  from  his  dilated  pupils  and  incoherent  speech 
that  he  had  been  poisoned,  and  immediately  sent  messengers  for  med- 
ical aid,  at  the  same  time  notifying  my  partner  and  myself,  who  were 
•ngaged  in  a  case  in  an  adjoining  town,  by  telegraph. 

Within  half  an  hour  Drs.  Brisbane,  Roger  and  Potts  were  in  attend- 
ance, and  by  7  o'clock  the  stomach  had  been  emptied,  by  sulphate  of 
nnc  and  ipecacuanha,  of  some  half-digested  fruit,  but  no  marked  evi- 
dences of  the  poison  either  by  smell  or  color.  When  I  saw  him,  at 
8f  p.  M .,  the  pupils  were  dilated  to  their  fullest  extent,  immovable  by 
the  application  of  light ;  conjunctiva  intensely  injected  ;  lips  and  tongue 
dry  ;  deglutition  almost  impossible  ;  continual  swaying  to  and  fro  of 
the  body ;  gay  delirium,  with  singing,  etc.,  alternating  with  parox- 
ysms of  anger,  violent  delirium,  accompanied  with  cries  and  shrieks, 
•ad  manifestations  of  biting,  striking,  etc.  Face  generally  flushed, 
bat  for  a  few  seconds  following  the  more  violent  delirium  a  deathlike 
pallor  would  ensue  ;  skin  hot,  and  pulse  very  rapid — not  counted  with 


FiMTced  down  his  throat  immediately  two  ounces  of  dive  oil ;  ad- 
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ministered  by  enema  twelve  drops  of  landannm  in  a  tableapoottlnl  «f 
cold  water,  which  was  well  retained ;  had  him  placed  upon  a  bed,  tbit 
he  might  be  free  from  the  restraint  consequent  npon  holding  him  ii 
the  arms  ;  applied  mustard  a|>pliGations  to  feet  and  limbs,  and  contin* 
ned  cold  affnsions  to  face  and  head.  The  violent,  maniacal  excit»> 
ment  seemed  somewhat  to  abate  towards  midnight,  and  periods  o( 
stupor  became  more  manifest,  thongh  broken  in  npon  freqneotlj  bj 
the  gay  delirium,  snapping  fingers,  whistling  and  singing.  As  tb 
bowels  had  not  moved  from  an  onnoe  of  castor  oil  given  at  11  o'dodf 
nor  from  the  olive  oil  taken,  twenty  grains  of  calomel  were  given  li 
half  past  twelve,  with  a  view  to  its  cathartic  and  possibly  eliminatiQg 
efifects,  and  with  a  vague  hope  to  avert  any  subsequent  oerebral  tnm- 
ble  in  the  event  of  his  recovery,  of  which  we  had  scarcely  the  moil 
remote  expectation.  The  stupor  increasing,  strong  coffee,  and  vinegar 
and  water  were  forced  into  the  stomach,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
B.  strong  coffee  was  administering  often  by  injection,  with  temponrj 
good  effect. 

At  4  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  24th,  complete  coma  ensued,  the  face  and 
lips  became  livid,  extremities  cold,  radial  pulse  scarcely  discernible, 
breathing  difficult  and  stertorous,  with  total  insensibility  to  pinching, 
pricks  of  pin,  slapping,  dashes  of  ice-water  over  face,  or  vapor  of  am- 
monia, and  speedy  death  seemed  inevitable. 

At  this  juncture,  Dr.  Hand  suggested  sending  for  a  g^vanic  battery 
which  I  had  g^ven  an  asthmatic  patient  some  two  years  before,  and 
trying  that.     In  fifteen  minutes  or  less  the  battery  was  in  operadoa* 
and  the  strongest  possible  shocks  administered  over  the  regions  <si  tin 
thorax,  neck  and  spine  particularly,  for  four  hours  without  intermis- 
sion.    For  three  hours  the  only  beneficial  results  were  a  slightlj 
better  color,  less  cold  perspiration  about  the  forehead,  and  somewhat 
increased  warmth  about  the  extremities  ;  pulse  a  shade  fuller.    Atthi 
expiration  of  the  fifth  hour,  he  would  sometimes  start  suddenly  upon 
the  re-application  of  the  poles  of  the  battery,  if  they  were  momeotariljr 
withdrawn.     An  hour  after,  would  change  his  position  slightly ;  and 
eight  hours  after  the  first  application,  uttered  an  irritable  cry,  and 
would  make  awkward  attempts  to  thrust  them  aside.     For  six  boon 
longer,  making  fourteen  hours  in  all,  were  the  cdiocks  continued,  at 
intervals  of  from  twenty  to  forty-five  minutes — their  nse  determinsd 
by  the  stupor.     During  the  night  of  the  24th,  oofifee  and  beef-tea  wM 
administered,  ice  enclosed  in  a  linen  rag  frequently  applied  to  his  lipi 
and  tongue  ;  late  in  the  evening,  he  had  two  or  three  bilious  and  ^VJ 
offsnsive  dejeotions.  / 
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Not  tbe  slightest  contraction  of  the  pnpils  occnrred  Tmtil  twentj-two 
bonis  after  the  accident,  and  then  but  slightly.  Thirty-six  honrs 
ifter  poisoning,  the  left  pnpil  was  perceptibly  smaller  than  the  right. 
He  then  saw,  when  aroused  and  interrogated  sharply,  objects  double ; 
for  instance,  two  papas,  two  mammas,  etc.  This  gpradnally  passed 
awaj,  howeyer,  and  his  recovery  from  the  morning  of  the  25th  is 
whbont  especial  matter  of  interest.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
peculiar  e£9orescence  was  observed  over  the  entire  body  nntil  the  coma 
and  collapse  came  on,  and  from  that  time  was  only  seen  over  the 
mbdomen  ;  and  also,  that  wherever  he  scratched  himself  during  his 
delirium  a  pustular  eruption  occurred,  slow  to  heal  and  leaving  deep 
esdiars. 

In  conclusion,  os  1  can  not  fee  my  medical  brethren,  may  I  not  make 
grateful  mention  of  the  unremitting  efforts,  for  thirty -six  hours,  of  Dr. 
Hand,  now  with  the  Minnesota  regiment  on  the  Potomac,  and  of  Dr. 
Brisbane,  formerly  of  Ohio,  now  an  accomplished  surgeon  of  this  city  ? 


•  mmm  » 
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Proceedings  of  the  Cincinnati  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Hall  of  Acadkht  op  Mbdicihk,  ) 

Monday  evening,  September  2,  1861.) 

The  Academy  convened  after  a  summer  recess  of  several  montha. 
Pieaident  White  being  absent  with  his  regiment  in  the  war.  Vice  Pres- 
ident Foote  took  the  chair  and  called  the  Academy  to  order.  In  the 
ebgpnce  also  of  the  Secretary,  on  motion,  Dr.  Stevens  was  appointed 
SeereUry  pro-tem. 

nU  Morning  Sieknese  of  Pregnancy. — There  being  no  regular  essay 
or  other  business  presented.  Dr.  Murphy  inquired  if  any  member  of 
the  Academy  had  had  any  experience  in  the  use  of  otcalaU  qf  cmicm  in 
eontrolling  the  nausea  or  *'  morning  sickness ''  of  pregnancy. 

Dr.  Stevens  stated  that  he  had  recently  made  use  of  that  remedy  in 
a  single  instance  with  apparent  good  effect.  The  lady  had  used  bis- 
Malht  brandy,  champaign,  and  most  of  the  usual  resources  of  our  art 
without  effect ;  the  oxalate  of  cerium  was  then  tried  in  doses  of  one 
and  n  half  grains,  affording  great  relief,  though  not  entirely  arresting 
Ae  trouble. 

Dr.  Foote  had  tried  the  remedy  in  three  cases  some  time  since— in 
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one  with  entire  relief,  in  another  with  much  benefit,  but  not  so  decided 
as  in  the  first ;  in  the  third  case  without  any  special  relief. 

Dr.  Bonuer  had  used  the  oxalate  in  several  cases,  but  bad  not  ob- 
served any  particular  effect  whatever. 

Dr.  Gans  stated  that  he  had  used  this  medicine  to  considerable  ex- 
tent for  other  forms  of  nausea  than  that  known  as  morning  sickaess, 
but  his  experience  had  not  led  him  to  feel  much  dependence  upon  it  is 
a  reliable  remedy. 

Dr.  Smith  raised  the  question  as  to  the  cause  of  morning  sicknen, 
appealing  especially  to  Dr.  Murphy. 

Dr.  Murphy  considered  Dr.  Smith  quite  as  able  to  give  a  satis&c- 
tory  explanation  of  the  phenomenon  as  any  gentleman  present.    He 
proceeded,  however,  at  some  length  to  dwell  upon  the  commonly  re- 
ceived causes  as  given  by  standard  authorities.    He  also  alluded  to  the 
wonderful  difference  in  this  matter  with  difierent  women  ;  some  pass- 
ing through  their  entire  pregnancy  free  from  any  trouble  of  this  kind, 
while  others  are  excessively  distressed  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  gestation.     He  presumed  that  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  morn- 
ing sickness  was  dependent  on  some  lesion  of  the  neck  or  walls  of  tbe 
uterus.     In  many  cases  he  had  no  doubt  the  muscular  structure  of  the 
wall  of  the  uterus  was  in  some  way  in  fault.     Dr.  M.  also  alluded  to 
the  fact  of  these  causes  being  so  marked  as  to  continue  the  trouble  eo 
excessively  as  to  result  in  abortion. 

Dr.  Smith  said  that  very  extravagant  claims  had  been  made  for  the 
oxalate  of  cerium  ;  some  going  so  far  as  to  fancy  that  it  would  uni- 
formly or  generally  control  morning  sickness,  which  otherwise  mnrt 
necessarily  result  in  abortion— or  in  many  cases  which  otherwise  could 
only  be  relieved  by  an  evacuation  of  the  uterine  cavity.  He  had  no 
doubt  of  its  good  effect  in  many  cases,  but  supposed  that  its  efficacy 
was  greatly  exaggerated.  He  supposed  that^  morning  sickness,  if  iH>t 
excessive,  was  not  a  symptom  to  be  specially  deplored  ;  and  he  was 
not  of  the  opinion  that,  except  in  extreme  cases,  it  was  desirable  to 
interfere  ;  most  cases  had  an  excellent  final  result,  despite  the  nausea. 

Dr.  Mcllvaine  alluded  to  the  fact  that  morning  sickness  had  hem 
very  improperly,  as  he  considered,  made  the  pretext  in  a  number  of 
cases  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  for  the  production  of  abortion. 
Dr.  Carroll  supposed  the  cases  demanding  the  production  of  abo^ 
tion  were  very  rare,  and  yet  he  knew  from  his  own  personal  experi- 
ence that  such  cases  did  now  and  then  occur.  He  I'elated  in  illustra- 
tion the  case  of  a  lady  over  on  the  Kentucky  side  of  the  river.  Whet 
he  was  called  to  see  her,  she  was  four  months  advanced ;  sickness  very 
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disiiessiog,  mnch  emaciated  ;  a  very  extensive  and  peculiar  skin  dis- 
ease had  made  its  appearance  on  the  arm.  He  considered  her  condi- 
tion extreme  and  dangerous.  An  ineffectual  attempt  had  already  been 
made  to  rupture  the  membranes  and  procure  an  abortion.  He  repeated 
the  effort  with  success,  and  after  the  abortion  the  patient  was  restored 
to  speedy  health.  He  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  lady  that  she 
should  not  become  pregnant  again  ;  but,  notwithstanding  this  advice, 
in  time  pregnancy  again  occurred,  and  was  attended  with  a  repetition 
of  the  same  peculiar  and  distressing  group  of  symptoms  as  before  ; 
which  continued  until  aboition  was  again  resorted  to.  He  therefore 
sappoaed  there  was  occasions  in  which  this  became  a  legitimate  resort, 
hat  considered  such  cases  exceedingly  rare.  In  this  case  in  both 
inatanoes  the  dead  foetus  was  diseased  after  the  type  of  the  mother,  as 
to  tlie  akin  afiection. 

Dr.  Gims  announced  that  with  the  consent  of  the  Academy,  he  would 
read  aome  reflections  on  Puerperal  Fever  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Academy.     Adj. 


Monday  Evening,  Sept.  9,  1861. 

Vice-President  Dr.  Foote  in  the  chair.  Dr.  Stevens  appointed  Sec- 
retary pro4em.     The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  reading  of  Dr.  Gans'  Essay  was  suspended,  to  enable  Dr. 
Murphy  to  present  to  the  Academy  an  interesting  case  of 

Pro^eeeive  Paralyne, — Dr.  M.  stated  that  several  months  ago 
thia  man  came  to  him  for  advice,  the  prominent  symptoms  being  at 
that  time  a  want  of  control  over  the  muscles  of  deglutition :  taking 
flnida  into  the  mouth,  there  was  a  tendency  to  their  expulsion  by  the 
nostrils.  He  could  discover  no  throat  affection  ;  there  was  no  follic- 
ular trouble.  Not  being  at  that  time  satisfied  of  the  exact  nature  of 
the  case,  at  his  request  Dr.  Mussey  passed  a  probang  down  the  oeso- 
idiagoa.  He  was  placed  under  the  use  of  iodide  of  potassa,  and  after 
a  time  seemed  better,  and  passed  out  of  his  notice.  More  recently  he 
haa  returned,  with  the  same  symptoms  aggravated  :  deglutition  is  dif- 
ficult ;  there  is  also  a  gradual  failure  of  the  power  of  speech  ;  there  is 
ai  the  same  time  some  failure  of  the  muscular  power  of  the  arms. 
Dr.  Murphy  thought  this  an  interesting  and  rare  case,  and  after  the 
membera  had  made  an  examination  of  the  case,  Dr.  M.  proceeded  to 
say  that  he  r^^rded  the  case  as  one  of  Progressive  Ptaralyeis,  and  in 
flliiiUatiOfn  of  the  views  he  had  of  the  case  he  called  the  attention  of 
As  Academy  to  the  report  of  a  number  of  similar  cases,  with  the  pe- 
odiar  detafla  of  thfir  features  and  progress,  as  read  before  the  Medical 
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isfaetory :  tbe  higk  importance  attributed  to  these  capsules  hy  Brown- 
Saquard  is  utterly  denied  by  many  others. 

Disease  of  the  suprarenal  capsules  has  been  so  far  observed  either 
im  combination  with  the  peculiar  discoloration  of  the  skin  (40  cases), 
«r  without  it  (24  cases),  while  bronzed  skin  without  affection  of  the 
capsules  has  been  noticed  in  ten  cases.  Fourteen  cases  of  Buhl  are 
included*  in  these.  The  principal  symptoms  may  therefore]  be  stated 
to  be  the  bronze-color  of  the  skin,  and  a  prog^ssing  loss  of  strength. 
Tlie  disease  is  almost  invariably  of  a  chronic  character,  and  the  prog- 
mons  very  unfavorable.  The  usual  termination  is  death,  although  a 
itw  recoveries  are  reported. 

As  far  as  treatment  is  concerned,  tonics,  and  among  them  the  pre- 
paTstions  of  iron,  seem  to  be  followed  sometimes  by  improvement. 
Am  yeiy  however,  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  successful  therapeutical  in- 
fluence. The  iodide  of  potassa,  proposed  by  Prof.  Seitz,  of  Munich, 
yet  to  be  tried. 
Tlia  conclusions  drawn  from  a  minute  examination  of  several  cases 
as  follows  :  Pigmentary  deposits  take  place  not  alone  in  the  skin 
and  tongue,  but  abo  more  or  less  in  the  lungs,  bronchial  glands  and 
apfeem,  sometimes  even  in  the  intestinal  and  mesenteric  glands.  They 
oeoor  in  diseases  of  the  lymphatics,  spleen,  liver  and  lungs,  with  and 
without  affection  of  the  suprarenal  capsules.  The  latter  is  therefore 
aoi  an  essential  condition.  Very  compact  miliary  tubercles  are  de- 
iraloped,  either  surrounded  by  a  thick  fibrinous  capsule,  or  entirely  of 
a  fibrinous  consistence.  Their  development  is  accompanied  by  swell - 
img  of  the  affected  organs,  if  these  are  the  lymphatics,  spleen,  or  liver. 
They  appear  in  the  lungs  without  cavities  ;  in  the  spleen  in  peduncu- 
lated bonches,  connected  with  the  blood-vessels  ;  in  the  liver  reposing 
OB  the  adventitious  branches  of  the  smaller  vessels  ;  in  the  lymphatic 
glands  and  suprarenal  capsules  they  are  united  to  the  original  tissue 
by  fibrinous  formations.  Caseous  degeneration  of  the  affected  organ 
is  apt  to  follow,  especially  in  the  suprarenal  capsules  and  lymphatic 
glaads.  Bronzed  skin,  accompanying  disease  of  several  important 
oigans  which  are  connected  with  sanguification,  is  probably  the  result 
of  a  morbid  change  of  the  blood.  Direct  consequences  of  this  mor- 
Wd  dMage  are  the  deposition  of  pigment,  emaciation  and  exhaustion. 
The  nature  of  the  change  can  be  designated  as  a  decrease  in  quantity, 
with  as  unusual  decrease  of  fibrin.  Addison's  disease  must  be  con- 
as  a  particular  form  of  chronic  miliary  tuberculosis,  arising 
peculiar  condition  of  the  blood,  which  condition  results  from 
yet  unknown. —  Wiener  Medkmiecke  Wocheneekrift. 
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2.  Remarks  on  SyphUis,  By  Prof.  Hebra. — The  following  conda* 
sions  are  based  upon  nine  cases,  detailed  with  reference  to  the  inflaenoe 
of  syphilitic  parents  treated  by  mercury  on  their  offspring. 

1.  Secondary  syphilis  can  be  transferred  to  the  wife,  by  sexual  ia- 
tercourse,  without  any  local  affection  of  the  genital  parts,  and  modi 
easier  when  remains  of  syphilis  are  still  present  on  the  eldn  or  mucou 
membrane  of  the  husband.  ^ 

2.  Syphilis  may  be  latent  in  the  system  without  any  symptom  in 
the  parent,  until  it  manifests  itself  in  the  offlspring. 

3.  Syphilitic  men  may  not  infect  either  wives  or  diildren.  Iftk 
mother  is  infected,  the  children  may  be  healthy  notwithstanding ;  or 
the  first  children  may  be  diseased,  while  those  bom  afterwards  are  not. 

4.  Symptoms  of  inherited  infection  appear,  whether  the  father  hu 
been  treated  with  mercury  or  not ;  they  are  therefore  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  disease  and  not  to  the  treatment. 

5.  The  mercurial  treatment  gives  no  security  either  against  the  re- 
appearance of  the  disease  in  the  same  body,  or  against  its  transmis- 
sion to  the  offspring.  All  other  methods  of  treatment  are  liable  to  die 
same  objection,  and,  after  all,  mercury  cures  syphilis  in  the  parent  u 
well  as  in  the  children  with  more  certainty  and  less  injury  than  sny 
other  therapeutical  application. —  Wiener  MedizinischeWoehenickrift, 

8.  Experiments  vnih  Syphilizaiion,  By  Prof.  T.  Hebra. — ^Between 
November,  1858,  and  Janaary,  1860,  twenty-four  patients  (pri- 
mary syphilis  3,  secondary  19;  four  of  which  had  been  previoaslj 
treated  with  mercury ;  serpiginous  lupns,  2)  have  been  inocaliftid 
with  matter  taken  from  a  soft  chanci^.  In  all  cases  the  operation 
was  repeated  every  two  or  three  days,  as  long  as  any  reaction  (ap- 
pearance of  pustules)  followed.  No  treatment  of  the  wounds  be^oad 
the  application  of  an  oiled  cloth.  All  morbid  symptoms  usually  di^ 
appeared  within  from  three  to  six  weeks,  after  a  varjring  number  of 
inoculations  :  some  reaching  immunity  with  seven,  others  not  with  six 
hundred.  An  increase  of  weight  was  noticed  in  all  those  inoculated, 
except  two. 

Mercurial  inunctions  have  no  [influence  on  the  course  of  syphilixa- 
tion.  Where  the  patients  are  inoculated  until  immunity  is  reached,  ft 
relapse  need  not  be  feared. 

While  the  experiments  are  continued,  the  fact  has  been  alres^r 
established  that  patients  suffering  from  primary  or  secondary  syphi- 
lis are  perfectly  well  during  continued  inoculation  from  chancret, 
improve  in  appearance,  increase  in  weight,  and  lose  gradually  allsymp- 
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toms  of  the  disease.    The  latter  happens  in  the  same  nuMVtt  as.  nn- 
cbr  the  mercurial  or  iodine  treatment,  bat  more  slowly. 

The  most  rapid  and  certain  cnre  of  syphilis  is  obtained  by  treating 
it  with  mercurials. — Zeilichr.  d,  OtseUsch,  d,  Aerzte  tu 


4.  SyphiUzaiion.  By  Dr.  Fr.  Fieber. — In  a  therapeutical  view, 
Bypbilization  can  only  be  compared  to  the  isopaduc  treatment  of 
diolera,  with  the  potential  evacuations  of  cholera-patients,  of  variola 
with  potential  small -pox  matter,  etc. 

Hie  augmented  quantity  of  venereal  poison,  introduced  into  the 
oiganism,  does  certainly  not  increase  the  latter's  enei^y  and  power  of 
reaisiance,  but  diminishes  them,  like  all  other  poisons. 

Tlie  reported  success  is  evidently  more  due  to  nature  than  to  the  in- 
fliction of  seventy  or  a  hundred  fresh  ulcers.  Relapses  seem  to  be 
frequent. 

A  mercurial  treatment  gives  so  satisfactory  results  that  it  needs  no 
fubetitute  in  a  dangerous  innovation.  Syphilization  may  be  tried, 
but  only  in  desperate  cases,  where  the  rational  methods  prove  of  no 
ftTaO. 

Prophylactically,  vaccination  might  be  compared  with  syphilira- 
tion.  But  the  cow-pox  prevents  small-pox  —  the  lesser  evil  the 
greater,  and  to  a  certain  degree  only,  while  it  is  claimed  for  syphili- 
sation  that  a  disease  cures  itself,  if  implanted  over  again  in  the  same 
oiganism,  and  protects  the  oiganism  against  a  renewed  influence  of 
itadf.  The  inoculation  of  variola-matter  has  never  been  thought  of 
aa  a  cme  for  variola. 

Another  analogy  would  be  the  capability  to  swallow  large  doses  of 
cpium  without  direct  injury.  Here,  however,  no  immunity  against 
the  effects  of  the  poison  is  claimed.  Several  ounces  may  result  in 
death,  where  several  drachms  are  taken  with  impunity. 

That  syphilization  carries  the  patient  rapidly  through  all  stages  of 
the  disease  to  a  point  where  the  danger  of  further  infection  ceases,  is 
aa  miproved  hypothesis.  Pytemia  may  follow  ;  pain,  fever,  impaired 
mntrition  certainly  do,  and  it  is  probably  of  some  importance  to  the 
patient,  whether  to  have  one  scar  in  some  part  easily  covered,  or  to 
have  hundreds  over  the  chest  and  extremities. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  objections,  judicious  trials  with  syphili- 
ma&oa.  are  justifiable,  until  its  value  is  fully  established. — Zeiisckr.  d. 
0ltmU9ek.  d.  AerMie  tu  Wien. 

6.  MmioKm  tu  lA#  ArUriei  qf  the  JBxtremUiei. — ^By  Prof.  Oppotaer. 
^^-Tha  ennal  arlttj  is  oftener  obstructed  than  the  axfllary.    A  plug 
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sent  to  the  former,  either  from  the  heart  or  from  some  pmrt  of  the 
aorta,  may  be  detained  near  Poupart's  ligament,  or  carried  on  to  the 
profunda  femoris,  or  posterior  tibial  artery. 

Symptoms  :  The  circulation  being  instantly  interrapted  at  the  point 
of  obstruction,  the  muscles  are  suddenly  paralyzed,  with  a  sensation 
as  if  the  extremity  was  knocked  off.    Then  follows  a  gradual  decreaee 
of  temperature ;  the  sensibility  of  the  skin,  however,  is  at  first  not 
much  diminished.     After  a  short  time  the  most  varioua  painful  symp- 
toms set  in,  especially  pricking  and  formication,  changing  by  d^^reei 
into  the  most  violent  pains,  with  abolished  sensibility,  which  ia  the 
most  prominent  symptom.     At  the  same  time  the  extremity  grows 
colder,  assumes  a  marmorated  color,  first  blue,  then  lead-like,  finallj 
black.     Atropy  and  mumification,  proceeding  from  the  toes,  progren 
up  to  the  region  where  meanwhile  a  collateral  circulation  may  hiTe 
been  established. 

Thrombosis  of  the  crural  vein  can  be  formed  in  consequence  of  the 
wanting  arterial  impulse.  In  that  case  there  is  considerable  cedemi- 
tous  swelling  of  the  extremity,  frequently  with  ecchymosis  and  nm- 
ning  into  sphacelus. 

Diagnom :  Absence  of  pulsation  in  the  crural  artery  and  its 
branches ;  the  vessel  completely  disappearing  under  the  examining 
finger.  In  thrombosis  of  the  artery,  a  solid  string  is  felt  through  its 
whole  course ;  ossification  characterizes  itself  by  the  rigid  portions  tl* 
temating  with  soft  ones.  Congenital  artesia  of  the  aorta  near  the 
duct  of  Botalli  is  also  accompanied  by  loss  of  pulsation  in  the  cnutl 
artery,  but  in  both  extremities,  and  a  closer  examination  discloses  the 
superficial  branches  very  extended,  and  presenting  a  vibrating  pulse. 

Simultaneously  with  the  absence  of  pulsation  appears  sudden  per 
alysis  of  the  extremity.  This  can  hardly  be  mistaken  for  paralyni 
from  the  spinal  marrow,  or  from  pressure  of  the  nerves.  If  assodaled 
with  affection  of  the  opposite  hemisphere  of  the  brain,  the  wanting 
pulsation  must  decide  the^diagnosis. 

Prognosis :  Unfavorable.  Death  results  from  exhaustion  or  pye- 
mia, in  consequence  of  extensive  mortification.  In  exceptional  casei 
the  gangrene  is  stopped  by  a  well-established  collateral  circulatioB, 
and  the  mortified  parts  being  detached,  recovery  follows. 

Treaimeni  :  Very  little  can  be  done  beyond  mitigating  the  pain  by 
cold  applications.  Amputation  would  only  be  advisable  where  the 
gangrenous  parts  show  an  inclination  to  separate. 

All  these  remarks  apply  with  the  same  force  to  embolim  in  the  arte- 
ries of  the  upper  eaancaiJtim^^Wkmr  JUkm9A§  Wockwmeifjft. 
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Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  10,  1861. 

Mmsm.  Editobs: — ^The  remark  is  often  made  that "  the  present  con- 
dition of  onr  national  affairs  does  not  afiect  the  pecuniary  standing  of 
the  physician ;  that  the  people  will  be  sick,  and  mnst  have  medical  ad- 
▼iee,''  etc.  This  is  all  very  well  in  common  parlance,  but  professional 
mett  most  share,  in  common  with  others,  the  hardens  and  inconyeniences 
iaddettt  to  the  fraternal  conflict  now  agitating  the  country.  And 
then  is  no  dass  of  the  community  more  willing  to  meet  the  emergen- 
cy than  the  physicians.  Thus  time,  skiU,  and  money  are  fredy 
ptdfcred  ;  and  no  post  of  danger,  whether  amid  the  more  exciting 
aad  ▼imlent  causes  of  disease,  or  upon  the  field  of  action,  is  too  ex- 
posed for  them  to  occupy.  Their  patriotism,  tempered  with  benero- 
leace,  and  generous  impulses,  administers  to  friend  and  foe  alike, 
exteadipg  the  hand  of  meroy  wherever  physical  sufiering  may  be 
found. 

8o  far  as  New  England  is  conoemed,  there  has  been  no  special  epi- 
demic the  past  season,  and  continued  health  is  the  rule.  It  is  well 
that  it  is  so,  inasmuch  as  that  portion  of  the  community  who  require 
tha  aenrioes  of  the  physician  most  is  not  in  a  condition  to  fulfil  their 
oUigations  to  that  extent  as  they  were  accustomed  to  do  when  the 
eomaierdal  interests  of  the  country  were  in  a  more  prosperous  state. 
Tte  proatration  of  business  in  manufacturing  towns,  and  the  inability 
of  Many  on  'Change  to  meet  their  liabilities,  all  tend  directly  or  indi- 
reetlj  to  cortai}  the  receipts  of  medical  men.  Still  we  hear  of  no  mur- 
sighs  among  ihem,  or  disloyal  hearts,— -but  quite  the  reverse. 
duty  calls,  whether  at  the  bedside,  with  no  hope  of  compensa- 
tion, or  in  the  ranks  of  those  rallying  to  sustain  our  national  honor 
aad  eziatenee,  the  same  moral  heroism  is  displayed,  and  the  same 
Ohtisiim  hand  is  put  forth,  to  do  deeds  of  ekariiy  and  deeds  of  valor. 

The  pfoapect  of  a  Free  City  Hospital  is  quite  flattering.  A  plan 
srtsiitted  by  Oridley  J.  T.  Bryant,  of  this  city,  has  been  adopted. 
**  The  design  embraces  six  separate  pavilions  radiating  from  a  central 
bnt  entirely  disconnected  with  said  structure,  excepting  by 
or  walks,  each  of  the  quadrant  of  a  circle  in  form."  It  is 
that  **foja  of  these  pavilions  will  accommodate  forty  to  fifty 
/'  and  the  remaining  two  twenty  each.  The  whole  de- 
mfffk  is  heaalifnly  convenient,  airy,  chaste  and  economicaL    ''  The  par- 
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and  alone.  We  have  captured  and  killed  a  dozen  or  so  of  the  rascals, 
and  they  have  not  touched  us  yet.  Almost  every  night  there  is  an 
alarm,  hut  no  fight.  (Sen.  Lee  advanced  thiee  regiments  within  eight 
miles  of  onr  camp  a  week  ago,  but  we  soon  made  it  so  hot  that  they 
moved  hack  in  donble-qnick  time. 

We  have  as  fine  a  regiment  as  has  left  the  State,  and  as  well  offi- 
cered. Onr  Colonel  is  Jacob  Ammon,  of  West  Point ;  our  Lieut. 
Col.,  Gilber,  of  the  Coast  Survey  ;  and  the  balance  of  staff  and  field 
ai«  all  worthy  officers,  your  humble  servant  excepted. 

Ohio  does  not  equip  her  troops  as  well  as  I  wish  she  would, —  al- 
tlMHigfa  we  are  much  better  provided  for  than  many  others.  I  have 
ond  superhuman  exertions  to  furnish  my  department  well,  but  some 
dungs  I  still  need  —  viz.,  hospital  cots  and  ambulances,  having  only 
aa  old  express-wagon  to  convey  my  sick  in,  with  a  cover  through 
wlueh  the  rain  pours, —  and  it  rains  nearly  every  day  on  these  moun- 
tains. I  have  seen  a  description  of  an  ambulance,  got  up  by  you, 
which  I  would  give  one  hundred  dollars  out  of  my  own  pocket  if  I 
had  one  here.  If  any  are  made,  or  can  be  procured,  let  me  know,  and 
I  will  make  a  requisition  for  it,  etc.  All  my  instruments  furnished 
an  amputating  case  —  not  even  ball-forceps  or  a  bandage. 

Your  ob't  servant^  Geo.  B.  Wbbks. 


i«i^ 


A  Quettion. 

Hkssks.  Editobs  : — As  far  as  my  own  experience  goes,  as  well  as 
thai  of  some  professional  friends,  hot  weather  destroys  the  effect  of 
vaociiie  virus  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  vaccination  during  the 
of  July  and  August  entirely  valueless.  With  the  best  virus, 
ikm  most  approved  method  of  operation,  we  find  it  impossible  to 
more  than  start  the  pustules,  which  invariably  dry  off  and  disappear 
hf  the  fifth  or  seventh  day  after  vaccination,  leaving  no  mark  beyond 
tkal  of  the  incision  or  puncture.  Sometimes  this  happens  in  June 
or  liajy  if  the  temperature  rises  considerably  in  those  months.  Have 
sol  others  made  similar  observations  ?  If  so,  it  would  be  important 
to  kaow  it,  as  it  would  be  a  valuable  hint  as  to  the  best  season  for 
tion.  C.  A.  HABTMAmr,  M.D. 

;  Jufy  26M,  1861. 
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The  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Venereal  Di9eMu;  Inelmdmff  iks  MmtUt  ^  M»- 
ant  InveiHgaUonM  upon  the  Sukieet.  By  Fbibmah  J.  Buiutsao.  MJ>^  Lietii- 
rer  on  Venereal  Diseases  at  tlie  College  o(  Physicians  ftnd  BvLrgeonBf  Hew 
Tork,  etc.  etc.    Philadelphia :  Blanehard  k  Lea.     1861. 

It  seems  only  a  little  while  since  we  had  occasion'tocaD  sttantiento 
Dr.  Bumstead's  translation  of  Bicord's  Hunter.  In  that  book  k  em- 
braced a  very  fair  exposition  of  the  more  reoent  doctrines  of  menereal 
pathology,  and  as  such  we  took  occasion  to  commend  it  to  oar  leadn. 
The  present  volume,  however,  is  a  systematic  treatise,  bringing  Ae 
whole  subject  in  all  its  progressive  development  up  to  the  preseiit 
time,  and  we  must  say  that  we  have  been  greatly  interested  in  its  pen- 
sal,  and  can  not  but  regard  it  as  a  very  important  contribution  to  ^ 
literature  'of  venereal  diseases. 

We  may  safely  sAy  that  no  department  of  8Ui*gtcal  inquiry  or  le* 
search  has  made  such  progress,  or  submitted  to  such  cbange  in  its  do^ 
trines,  as  this  great  field  of  syphilis.  Much  of  this  progressive  disnge 
of  opinion  has  taken  place  within  a  very  few  years ;  so  mudi  so  iixA 
active  practitioners  of  medicine  and  suigery  of  to-day  find  it  incuffl' 
bent  almost  entirely  to  unlearn  and  releam  their  knowledge  upon  this 
subject.  Take,  for  instance,  the  nature  of  hard  and  soft  chancre:  the 
existence  of  a  distinct  syphilitic  virus  has  been  definitely  and  saffi- 
ciently  established  for  a  long  time  ;  but  is  there  more  than  one  kind  of 
virus  ?  The  earlier  writers  evidently  doubted  the  unity  of  die  Tiros; 
thus  Hunter  and  Abemethy  were  at  a  loss  to  explain  certain  phenom- 
ena under  the  theory  of  a  single  syphilitic  virus,  and  even  Rieoid  wts 
confident  that  the  time  would  come  whmi  we  should  be  able  to  explsis 
these  things  by  the  demonstration  of  a  di£ference  in  the  speci&}  ea»e. 
But  still  the  peculiarities  of  the  soft  and  the  indurated  chaaeie  wa« 
explained  upon  the  vague  idea  of  difference  in  temperament  and  habits 
and  constitution  of  the  individual.  In  1852,  however,  M.  Basseretn, 
a  former  pupil  of  Ricord,  published  his  treatise,  in  whidi  he  discussed 
this  question  and  vigorously  attacked  the  old  doctrine  of  the  unity  d 
the  virus,  and  very  satisfactorily  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the  specific 
cause  of  the  soft  chancre  is  as  distinct  from  that  of  the  hard  Aaaat, 
as  the  cause  of  gonorrhoea  is  from  either ;  that  a  soft  dutaera  asrer 
produces  by  infection  or  inoculation  a  hard  chancre  ;  and  finally,  tkst 
constitutional  syphilis  is  only  the  result  of  the  hard  chancre,  the  soft 
chancre  being  uniformly  a  local  disease.    With  thia  important  cb$i^ 
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dicn,  in  thd  doctrines  of  venereal  disease,  there  is  a  disposition  to  style 
aoft  chancre  ckancrmd.  80,  then,  Dr.  Bumstead  classifies  his  snbject, 
mnd  arranges  his  work  to  treat  of  ChnarrkoMy  Chancroid,  and  SypkUii. 

Several  other  important  changes  in  the  accepted  doctrines  of  syphi- 
lis  have  taken  place  within  the  past  ten  years.  Thns,  Ricord  main- 
tamed  for  years,  and  only  surrendered  his  opinion  after  the  most  stren- 
sons  contest,  that  secondaiy  syphilis  was  never  contagions ;  bnt  facts 
iqpon  this  point  have  so  multiplied  as  at  present  to  leave  no  further 
doabt  upon  this  important  question. 

However,  we  may  better  and  more  briefly  express  these  recent 
ehaogea  in  doctrine  and  additions  to  onr  knowledge  of  venereal  dis- 
eases by  a  quotation  from  the  preface  of  the  book  before  us,  in  which 
Dr.  Bumstead  gives  this  summary,  the  discussion  of  which,  indeed, 
woidd  seem  to  constitute  the  diief  apology  for  the  preparation  of  his 
baok.    He  says : 

**  Amongst  the  most  remarkable  may  be  mentioned  the  distinct  na- 
ture of  the  two  species  of  chancre ;  the  innocuoosness  of  the  secretion 
of  the  infecting  chancre  when  applied  to  the  person  bearing  it,  or  to 
any  individual  affected  with  sypnilitic  diathesis  ;  the  removal  of  cer- 
tain obstacles  to  a  general  belief  in  the  contagiousness  of  secondary 
lesions  ;  the  fact  that  syphilis  pursues  the  same  course  whether  derived 
from  a  primary  or  secondary  symptom,  commencing  in  either  case 
with  a  chancre  at  the  point  where  the  vims  enters  the  system ;  the 
definite  period  of  incubation  of  the  tme  chancre,  and  of  general  mani- 
fcstitions ;  the  inefficacy  of  the  abortive  treatment  of  syphilis  ;  and 
the  phoiomena  of  syphilixation,  and  their  correct  interpretation." 

We  have  only  to  say  in  conclusion,  that  while  the  whole  subject  of 
the  mature  and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  and  complications  are 
•ODfidered  with  systematic  care  and  exactness,  these  new  facts  and 
▼iews  are  amply  discussed  and  illustrated. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  commending  Dr.  Bnmstead's  book  to  the 
fsTor  of  our  readers. 

For  sale  by  Rickey  <k  Carroll.    Price  68.75. 


A  f¥miim  am  DUeoMet  of  the  Joints.  By  Richabd  Babwxix,  F.R.C.8.,  Aasittant 
Baig—B  Charing-Cro68  HoipiUl,  etc.  Ulusirmied  by  engrmTinn  on  Woon. 
miadel|dda:  BUncbardftUa.    1861. 

This  is  a  fine,  large  volume  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  pages. 
li  b  divMed  into  fifteen  chapters,  with  the  following  headings  :  Chap- 
9m  1.  Physiological  Anatomy  of  the  Joints.  Chap.  2.  Acute  Byno- 
^ttii  pathology,  symptoms,  treatment,  oases.  Chap.  3.  Acute  Bheu- 
Chap.  4.  Sjrarthrosii — ^pathology,  local  symptoms,  treat- 
traumatic,  uterine,  gononhcsaL     Chap.  5.  Strumous 
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tfditor'jS  ^xltlt. 


Cimemnaii  Academy  of  Medicine, — We  are  pleased  to  note  that  this 
organization,  after  a  summer  vacation,  has  resumed  its  regular 
Maaions  every  Monday  evening.  The  meetings  are  well  attended,  and 
tlie  papers  and  discussions  thus  far  are  of  more  than  usual  interest. 
We  hope  to  be  able  to  present  r^i^lar  reports  of  those  discussions  for 
the  futore. 


IwOana  Jneane  Aeylum. — Dr.  J.  H.  Woodbum,  of  Indianapolis, 
has  been  elected  Superintendent  of  the  Indiana  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 

Jwry  Trials  in  Suite  far  JfalpracUce. — ^There  has  long  been  felt 
amongst  medical  men,  the  propriety  of  some  change  in  trials  by  jury 
im  thoae  cases  where  malpractice  is  charged  upon  the  attending  physi- 
cian. It  is  very  evident  that  few  men  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life 
are  fitted  to  decide  upon  the  intricate  medical  and  surgical  questions 
whidi  are  often  involved  in  these  suits.  Hence,  as  has  been  again 
and  again  insisted,  medical  men  have  demanded  the  right  of  trial  by 
lh«ir  peers.  This  question  has  been  recently  discussed  by  Dr.  Prince, 
in  an  address  as  President  of  the  Illinois  State  Medical  Society,  in 
whidi  this  demand  for  a  trial  by  experts  is  essentially  the  point  urged. 
TW  Awterican  Medical  l%mee,  in  commenting  upon  the  address  of  Dr. 
Prinee»  thinks  that  these  efforts  to  modify  the  present  system  of 
jury  trial  will  never  be  materially  modified.  "The  high, 
and  too  often  pleasing  duty  of  assessing  damages  in  these 
will  never  be  yielded  by  the  sovereign  people."  It  supposes, 
however,  that  a  modification  might  be  secured  in  most  of  our  States, 
whidi  would,  in  many  respects,  answer  the  purpose  desired  :  "  It  is 
thta :  In  all  cases  at  law  involving  questions  of  right  or  wrong  prac- 
tiee  in  any  particular  art  or  science,  let  either  party  have  the  right  of 
asking  the  appointment  by  the  Court  of  three  skilled  persons,  who 
shall  first  examine  the  case  and  determine  whether  the  charge  of 
malpraetioe  is  true  or  not.  If  it  is  decided  to  be  true,  let  the  case  go 
befoie  the  jury  for  the  assessment  of  damages  ;  if  not  true,  let  it  be 
dted.  Such  a  law  would  give  the  profession  all  the  advantages 
and  still  leave  the  jury  its  coveted  privilege  of  mulcting  the 
defendant."  The  Timee  thinks  the  concession  which  many 
have  granted  of  permitting  both  parties  to  give  testimony 
la  am,  important  one  for  onr  profession ;  the  medical  defendant  in 
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pointed  Snigeon  to  tlie  Forty-Third  Begiment.  Dr.  J.  D.  Robinson, 
of  Wooster,  is  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  Forty-Sixth  Regiment. 
Dr.   F.  IB.  ^Mnssey,   of  Portsmouth,  is  appointed  Surgeon  to  the 

TWrty-Third  B^^ent,  and  Dr. ,  of  Piketon,  Assistant- 

Boigeon'  to  the  same  Begiment.  Dr.  D.  E.  Wade,  of  Cincinnati, 
is  appointed  Snigeon,  and  Dr.  B.  F.  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  Assistant- 
Surgeon,  to  the  Third  Begiment.  Dr.  Charles  Thornton,  of  Cincin- 
aati,  has  been  appointed  Surgeon  of  Col.  W.  H.  H.  Taylor's  Cavalry 
Begiment,  now  being  formed  for  service  under  Qen.  Fremont.  Dr. 
L.  A  James,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Dr.  M.  McMillen,  of  Kentucky,  Bes- 
idant  Physician  of  St.  John's  Hospital,  have  been  appointed  by  Col. 
Ksnnett  Surgeon  and  Assistant-Sni^geon  to  his  Cavalry  Begiment,  now 
forming  for  service  under  Gkn.  Fremont;  Alfred  Taylor,  of  Cleve- 
kmd.  Surgeon  of  Second  Begiment  Ohio  Cavalry;  £.  T.  Chase, 
Zaaetville,  Surgeon,  Thirteenth  B^ment ;  Qeorge  A:  Spiers,  Can- 
ton, Surgeon,  Forty-Seventh  Begiment ;  Augustus  Hssltage,  Canton, 
Awristant-Snrgeon,  Forty-Seventh  Begiment;  Henry  T.  Qrier, 
Wadiington,  Surgeon,  Thirtieth  Begiment;  Jacob  T.  CantweU, 
MMtuAAd,  Burgeon,  Thirty- Fourth  B^ment ;  J.  R.  |Arter,  Saliae- 
▼ille.  Burgeon,  Thirty- First  B^ment ;  A.  Wilson,  Sidney,  Assist- 
ant-Burgeon, First  Begiment ;  Thos.  G.  Cleveland,  Surgeon,  Forty- 
First  Begiment ;  W.  B.  S.  Clark,  Bucyrus,  Assistant-Surgeon,  Thir- 
ty-Fourth Begiment ;  Chas.  £.  Denig,  Columbus,  Assistant-Surgeon, 
SfliElse&th  B^ment ;  J.  T.  Smith,  W«rren,  Assistant^Suigeon,  Sec- 
ond Begiment  Ohio  Cavalry.  Dr.  Aaron  Brown,  of  Cincinnati,  has 
appointed  Assistant-Surgeon,  by  Col.  Crafts  J.  Wright,  to  his 
Lt  in  Missouri. 

Bmryetm-Geniral. — We  are  happy  to  announce  that  Dr.  McMillen, 
late  Surgeon  First  B^ment  O.Y.M.,  has  returned  home,  and  re- 
■■BMd  the  duties  of  the  offioe  of  Suigeon*General«  Theie  are  few  men 
better  qualified  for  the  office. 

SwgmmM  and  Surgeom^  Mate*  Approved  b^  ike  SiaU  Medictd  Board, 
— ^At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  in  Columbus,  September  6th, 
d»  following  names  were  submitted  to  the  Gh>vemor : 

SwgoonM. — W.  N.  King,  Fredericktown ;  F.  Hunthal,  Massilon  ; 
A.  H.  Phelps,  Piketon ;  H.  O.  Mack,  Mansfield ;  A.  H.  Stephens, 
Caaden;  S.  F.  Forbes,  Toledo;  Jay  T.  King,  Plymouth;  L.  A. 
Hamflton,  Chardon  ;  C.  P.  Brent,  and  M.  T.  Carey,  Cincinnati ;  W. 
M.  Cake,  Fostoria ;  Thos.  McFadden,  Westerville ;  W.  L.  Bcheock, 
Vbanklin;  Samuel  Hart,  Marietta ;  W.  P.  Johnson,  Athens  ;  VL  0. 
WMdwoath,  Warrsn ;  J.  T.  Beed,  Fairfield ;  H.  K.  Stede,  Hamil- 
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ton ;  Allen  Jones,  Farmington ;  J.  R.  Brelsfoid,  Bellbrook ;  Jacob 
Bradley,  St.  Marys ;  J.  P.  Haggott,  Eaton  ;  Q«o.  W.  Maris,  Colum- 
bus ;  F.  B.  Mnssey,  Portsmouth ;  W.  B.  Brezner,  Oleveland ;  J.  W. 
Warfield,  Bamesville  ;  T.  T.  Bond,  Meclianicsbarg ;  I.  G.  Bnchan- 
an,  Wellsville. 

Surgeons*  Males, — G.  C.  Norton,  Decatur;  M.  T.  Johnson,  New 
Vienna ;  M.  C.  Ouykendall,  and  B.  M.  Failer,  Bui^ynu  ;  John  Hill, 
Senecaville ;  James  Haller,  Franklin  ;  W.  S.  Moore,  FeHcity ;  H.  B. 
Johnson,  Richfield ;  W.  C.  Payne,  Elmore ;  A.  L.  Vail,  and  C. 
Soelheim,  Cincinnati ;  J.  C.  Kalb,  Rosedale ;  H.  R.  Spooner,  Be- 
pnblic ;  John  Canaan,  Camden ;  M.  Hoge,  Cambridge ;  8.  8.  Bur- 
rows, Geneva;  M.  Hagan,  Port  Washington;  John  H.  Rodgos, 
8pringfield  ;  Jacob  Laisy,  Cleveland ;  8.  L.  Harper,  Cincinnati ;  J. 
P.  Bing,  Pomeroy;  J.  W.  Harman,  Chagrin  Falls;  8.  F.  Selby, 
Collamer;  M.  H.  Haynes,  Seven  Mile;  B.  F.  Berkley,  Beigner's 
Mill ;  W.  MiUs,  Gallipolis. 

Wlitary  Hospital  of  CineinnaH. — ^The  Government  has  t^en  tbe 
Military  Hospital  under  its  chai^.  Its  medical  supervision  will  be 
under  the  chai*ge  of  Dr.  Wright,  U.S.A.,  Medical  Director  of  die 
Department  of  Ohio,  and  Assistant-Surgeon  Webster  Lindsly.  Tbe 
latter  gentleman  resides  in  the  Hospital. 


Married — On  the  3d  September,  by  the  Rev.  A.  D.  McCormid^y 
Dr.  Joshua  Way  and  Miss  Mabt  F.  Koohtz,  all  of  Bamesville,  Obio. 


Dr.  J,  H,  Douglass,  of  the  New  York  Atner.  Med.  MonMy,  having 
been  appointed  on  the  Sanitary  Commission,  in  his  absence  from  bit 
post  we  notice  the  August  issue  of  that  Journal  has  the  editoiiil 
supervision  of  Dr.  L.  Elsberg. 

CasselPs  Familg  lUustraled  Bible;  CasseWs  JUusiraUd  Uraturd 
History, — After  a  break  of  some  months,  these  beautiful  serials  vt 
again  on  our  table.  We  began  to  fear  these  terrible  times  of  finandil 
trouble  had  stopped  their  publication.  No  one  who  has  commenced 
the  series  of  either  will  wish  to  forego  their  completion.  They  are 
still  issued  in  semi-monthly  parts  at  15  cents  each  part,  most  abun- 
dantly and  copiously  illustrated.  Address  Cassell,  Petter  db  G^lpm* 
New  York. 

To  Correspondents. — We  have  received  a  nnttiber  of  valuable  con- 
tributions, which  are  on  file,  and  will  appear  aa^soon  as  we  can  mab 
room  without  entirely  interrupting  our  usual  variety.    We  have  on 
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hand  papers  from  Dr.  McBride,  Dr.  Hibbard,  Dr.  Willey,  Dr.  B. 
Weber,  Dr.  Cooper,  and  Dr.  Oolbertson.  We  feel  grateful  that  these 
war  times  have  not  entirely  arrested  our  supplies  in  this  particular, 
and  we  hope  our  friends  will  still  labor  without  weariness. 


Healih  Department  qf  LUerartf  Magazines, — We  notice  in  the  last 
of  Oodey*8  Lady'e  Book  an  article  on  the  treatment  of  worms 
hj  Dr.  Wilson,  of  Georgia,  who  contributes  a  regular^health  depart- 
ment to  that  old  monthly.  We  reprint  the  article,  not  from  any 
thing  new  therein — ^but  in  commendation  of  unusually  wise  sugges- 
tions through  a  popular  medium : 

*'  When  a  child  becomes  diseased  from  any  cause,  and  there  is  good 
reason  to  belieye  that  worms  are  adding  to  Uie  irritation,  and  aggra- 
Tating  the  disease,  or  when  it  is  probable  that  they  have  accumulated 
in  the  stomach  and  bowels  to  such  an  extent  as  to  become  an  exciting 
canae  of  disease  by  their  numbers,  then,  and  not  till  then,  should  mea- 
sures be  used  for  their  expulsion. 

**  The  practice  of  dosing  children  with  all  kinds  of  irritating  worm- 
destroyers  is  fully  as  destructive  to  the  children  as  to  the  worms,  and 
tkoosands  of  children  are  annually  killed  by  the  indiscriminate  and 
espseless  use  of  quack  vermifuges,  administered  upon  the  mere  pre* 
euanpiion  of  the  existence  of  worms. 

**  Now,  an  vermifuges  that  are  strong  enough  to  kill  worms  must 
produce  more  or  less  irritation  and  disturbance  of  the  living  sensitive 
paita  with  which  the  worms  are  in  contact,  and  this  even  when  those 
paita  are  in  a  natural,  healthy  condition. 

**  The  best  remedies  are  pink  root  (Spigelia  Marilandica),  worm- 
seed  oil,  or  oil  of  Jerusalem  oak  seed  ^Chenopodium  anthelmmticum), 
the  oil  of  male  fern  (Felix  mas^,  tne  oil  of  turpentine,  and  China 
root  (Melia  aaedarach).  We  give  the  scientific  names  to  prevent 
mklakas,  as  all  the  indigenous  productions  of  our  Materia  Medica 
have  various  names  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  (And,  by  the 
way,  there  is  great  advantage  in  tnose  hard  names  which  have  been  so 
BQeh  ridiculed  in  some  medical  books  for  the  people,  with  the  design 
of  exciting  prejudice  against  the  medical  profession.  It  would  be 
w^  if  these  terms  could  be  made  a  little  easier  and  shorter,  but  their 
use  is  absolutely  necessary,  to  avoid  misunderstandings  and  fatal 
erroft ;  and  those  who  woald  make  the  impression  that  such  terms  are 
useloss  are  either  fools  or  knaves  ;  fools  if  they  can  not  see  the  bene- 
fits ariaing  from  the  use  of  terms  which  are  definite  and  specific  ; 
knaves  if,  knowing  these,  they  endeavor  to  inculcate  the  idea  tnat  the 
object  in  using  them  is  to  conceal  and  mystify.)  We  have  found  pink 
root  to  be  the  most  reliable  vermifuge,  and  it  is  perhaps,  when  proper- 
ly given,  the  least  dangerous  of  all  the  articles  of  its  class,  it  is 
pnpaied  thns :  Take  of  pink  root,  half  an  ounce ;  boiling  water,  a 
pins.  Let  it  stand  in  a  covered  vessel  near  the  fire.  Dose  from  one 
to  two  lablespoonfnls  three  times  a  day,  before  meals,  for  three  or  four 


.]  JBdHar'8  TabU.  OSL 

al  txMtment  of  this  affection,  in  his  own  person,  witlumt  an  ope- 
a.  He  prefaces  his  aocoont  bj  some  reflections  on  the  nature  of 
peration  by  extraction.  It  has  always  been  his  theory,  he  says, 
I  theory  based  on  personal  experience,  often  repeated,  of  yery  seyero  • 

that  every  man  nas  within  himself  the  power  of  endnrance  to 

any  amount  of  physical  sufierinff  whicm  may  fall  to  his  lot. 
ified  of  his  own  ability  to  justify  this  theory  on  many  trying  occa- 
\p  he  yet  confesses  that  it  was  not  without  horror  that  he  contem- 
d  the  possibility  of  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  this  operation  as 
loly  cure  for  an  angle  eneami  from  whioh  he  had  sunered  for  a 
time.  He  therefore  tried  many  expedients,  hoping  to  avert  the 
led  operation.  At  last,  after  an  mefifoctual  trial  of  alum,  and  - 
na  paste,  M.  Wahu  says  : 

Finally,  one  day,  provoked  at  being  so  disabled  by  a  trifle,  which, 
kite  of  all  my  force  of  will,  prevented  my  walking,  I  examined 
B,  for  the  twentieth  time,  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  was  struck 

the  idea  that  if  I  could  dry  up  or  even  tan  the  diseased  surface, 
tat  the  ulcer  might  be  converted  inio  a  firm  surface,  capable  of 
ting  the  cutting  action  of  the  edge  of  the  nail,  I  might  obtain  a 
>lete  cicatrization,  and  consequently  a  cure.  Running  over  in  my 
i  the  most  energetic  tanning  substances,  I  decided  on  employing 
HrchloTure  defer,  I  obtained  some  in  a  powdered  form,  and  in- 
ftted  it  as  deeply  as  possible  between  the  free  edge  of  the  nail  and 
iloer.  I  felt  slmost  immediately  a  moderate  sensation  of  pain, 
mpanied  by  a  feeling  of  constriction  and  a  strong  burning  sensa- 
A  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  I  attempted  to  walk,  and,  to  my 
t  satisfaction,  I  found  I  could  bear  my  weight  on  my  foot  through- 
ita  entire  length,  without  the  least  pain  ;  a  thing  which  I  had  not 
)  before  for  many  months.     The  following  day,  I  carefully  exam- 

the  diseased  parts,  and  found  them  mummified  and  as  hard  as 
d.  I  applied  a  fresh  quantity  of  perchlorure  de  fer,  which  I 
ired  to  remain  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe 

application  was  useless,  as  the  mummification  was  complete  by 
first  process.  I  continued  to  walk  without  the  least  thought  of 
fimgle  encamp,  and  about  three  weeks  after  was  able,  by  means  of 
diluvium,  to  remove  the  hardened  layer  of  skin,  under  which  I 
(d  a  tissue  of  new  formation  which  perfectly  resisted  the  pressure 
le  edge  of  the  nail.  Shortly  after  the  whole  had  returned  to  its 
nal  condition,  and  since  more  than  two  years  have  passed  withont 
turn  of  the  disorder." 

:  may  be  thought  we  have  taken  up  a  great  deal  of  space  for  a  mere 
I.  An  ingrowing  nail  is  certainly  not  so  formidable  an  object  to 
wmplate  as  many  that  come  under  the  eye  of  the  suigeon,  but  it 
amly  is  no  triflle.  An  old  nursery  rhyme,  "  For  want  of  a  nail 
shoe  was  lost,  for  want  of  a  shoe  the  horse  was  lost,"  dbc,  aptly 
ibmtes  its  importance.  This  small  affection,  as  it  seems,  is  con- 
nd  good  ground  for  rejecting  a  recruit  who  oflers  for  the  army  ; 
certainly  in  active  service  its  occurrence  might  be  as  fatal  to  the 
irtmate  poMeesor  as  the  loss  of  its  iron  representative  in  the  dog- 
il  above  quoted  was  to  the  owner  of  the  horse.    If  it  can  be  cniwd 
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80  easily,  without  an  operation,  it  at  once  becomes  an  nnimpoTtant 
malady,  and  need  not  exclude  many  an  otherwise  'able-bodied  nun 
from  the  service  of  his  country ;  and  should  it  occur  while  in  senrioe, 
the  detention  of  several  weeks  in  hospital,  after  the  operation  of  evul- 
sion, is  avoided.  There  is  another  consideration  of  no  trifling  impor- 
tance, urged  by  M.  Wahu,  namely,  that  as  no  one  now-a-days  would 
think  of  doing  the  operation  without  using  anaesthetics,  the  danger 
of  employing  these  agents  is  averted.  In  Europe,  where  chlorofonn 
is  almost  the  only  anaesthetic  used,  this  is  by  no  means  an  unimpor- 
tant consideration,  and  M.  Wahu  refers  to  a  fatal  case  of  its  employ- 
ment on  the  occasion  of  this  very  operation.  A  second  case,  whidi 
occurred  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  must  be  fresh  in  the  memozy  of 
many  of  our  readers. 

We  would  add,  in  conclusion,  that  we  see  no  reason  why  the  sohi- 
tion  of  the  perchloride,  in  which  condition  this  salt  is  best  known 
here,  may  not  be  as  effectual  a  remedy  as  the  salt  in  a  solid  form. — 
Boston  Med.  Jour, 


Physical  Training. — Among  the  Parliamentary  papers  recently 
issued,  says  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  are  two  small  volimies 
containing  some  information  collected  by  Mr.  Edwin  Chadwick,  dur- 
ing the  recent  educational  inquiry.  Mr.  Chadwick  shows  in  these 
papers  that  the  present  practice  of  long  hours  of  teaching  is  a  wide 
cause  of  enervation  and  predisposition  to  disease,  and  induces  tlio 
habits  of  listlessness  and  dawdling.  The  half-time  system  is  found  to 
give  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  good  education  as  the  whole  time  ;  and 
common  sense  tells  us  that  a  boy  who  has  acquired  the  same  amount 
of  knowledge  in  half  the  time  of  another  boy,  must  have  obtained  i 
proportionately  superior  habit  of  mental  activity.  It  is  this  alertnefl; 
combined  with  the  bodily  aptitudes  created  by  drill,  that  gives  the 
comparatively  stunted  boys  of  the  town  a  preference  over  the  strong* 
robust  lads  from  the  coast.  Good  schoolmasters  say  that  about  thiei 
hours  a  day  are  as  long  as  a  bright,  voluntary  attention  on  the  ptit 
of  the  children  can  be  secured,  and  that  in  that  period  they  may  be 
really  taught  as  much  as  they  can  receive ;  all  beyond  the  profitable 
limit  is  waste. — Med.  and  Surg.  Rep. 

Surgical  Instruments  in  the  Industrial  Bxhibidon  of  1862. — Thi 
Committee  on  Surgical  Instruments  announce  that  "  they  are  prepared 
to  receive  and  consider  applications  for  space,  and  otherwise  co-opente 
with  and  facililate  the  views  of  intended  exhibitors.  The  action  of 
the  Committee  extends  not  merely  to  the  advantageous  exhibition  of 
the  ordinary  trade  productions  comprehended  under  the  head  '  Surgi- 
cal Instruments,'  but  also  of  apparatus,  appliances,  and  inventions  of 
every  description  having  relation  to  the  science  of  medicine,  or  am* 
ployed  in  the  investigation  and  treatment  of  disease.  The  CommittBi 
trust  that  in  the  interest  of  the  branch  of  industry  they  represent,  tho 
medical  journals  will  be  good  enough  to  give  as  extended  a  pnblidtf 
to  their  intentions  as  possible." — Med,  and  Surg,  Rep, 
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PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 

1.  Hew  to  Prevent  Vomiting  after  InhaltxHon  of  Chloroform. — Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  R.  Fischer  (  Wiener  AUgem,  Med,  Zeiiung),  a  glass  of 
wiae,  taken  fifteen  or  thirty  minutes  before  chloroform,  is  sufficient 
for  this  pnrpose.  In  confirming  this  statement,  Dr.  L.  Elsberg  adds 
that  after  the  administration  of  the  wine  the  effect  of  the  aniesthetic  is 
produced  more  quickly,  and  by  a  smaller  quantity  than  is  required 
withoot  the  precaution. — American  Medical  Monthly. 

2.  AnUdoUe  for  ike  Poison- Oak,— Jy.  H.  Overton,  of  Fulton,  Cal- 
laway Co.,  Mo.,  writes  that  the  leaves  of  night-shade,  stewed  in  fresh 
hotter  until  a  slightly  green  ointment  is  obtained,  form  a  certain  rem- 
edy for  the  eruption  caused  by  the  poison-oak.  Rubbing  the  affected 
parta  with  the  flesh-side  of  a  pickled  pork-skin,  or  washing  them  with 
thel^rine  from  a  pork-barrel,  is  also  said  to  give  speedy  relief,  and 

a  care  in  a  short  time. — Am/er,  Druggiefe  Circular. 


8.  Oreoeote  against  IrritabUiig  of  the  Stomach.— Dr.  E.  T.  Black- 
wdl»  of  Stephensburg,  N.  Y.,  has  during  ten  years  found  very  small 
doaem  of  creosote  (the  60th  or  120th  part  of  a  drop)  an  almost  infal- 
lible remedy  against  irritability  of  the  stomach,  if  not  dependent  upon 
otgenic  disease,  or  affection  of  some  neighboring  organ.  He  pre- 
•eribea  one  drop  of  creosote  in  one  fluid  ounce  of  lime-water ;  five 
drops  of  this  every  ten  minutes ;  failing  with  this,  one  drop  every 
tlirae  minutes.  Appropriate  cooperative  measures  (small  pieces  of  ice 
fwallowed,  or  teaspoonful  doses  of  ice-water,  rubefacients  to  the  epi- 
gaelriom,  and  a  positive  prohibition  of  accumulative  quantity  of 
driak)  are  essential  to  complete  success. 

For  the  stomach  irritation  of  pregpiant  women,  the  same  physician 
give*  the  following  remedy :  Lactate  of  iron,  or  citrate  of  iron  and 
strychnine,  and  sulphate  of  quinine,  of  each  twelve  g^ins,  divided  into 
twelve  powders,  one  of  which  is  taken  every  four  hours. — Med.  and 
aitrff.  Mepofter. 

4.  Arseniaie  qf  Sod^  in  Scrtfula  is  highly  recommended  by 
Boochnt  {Bullet.  Thirap.)  in  doses  of  one-twelfth  to  one-third  of  a 
grain  as  a  maximum  per  dfay,  an  emulsion  of  gum,  claret,  or  syrup  of 
bark  of  gum,  being  used  as  vehicles. — Amer.  Druggist^ s  Circular. 

6.  EuphoMa  Prostrata  against  the  Poison  of  the  Battlesnake. — Dr. 
B.  J.  D.  Irwin,  Assistant- Surgeon  U.  S.  Army,  states  that  this  plant, 
cdled  **  Oollindrinera  "  (swallowwort)  in  Mexico,  is  there  in  geneiml 
■ss  agatiist  the  effects  of  poisonous  wounds  inflicted  by  snakes,  scor- 
pions, eentipedes,  spiders,  etc.  Experiments  on  dogs  have  confirmed 
«e  rwlwb  oi  this  antidote.    The  plant  grows  throughout  the  sonth- 
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imminent ;  bot  on  inhaling  oxygen  thej  qoicklj  awoke.  The  vapor 
of  ether  and  pure  oxygen  being  inhaled  at  the  same  time,  it  took 
twelye  minutes  before  the  animal  slept,  and  then  it  awoke  in  a  minute 
mnd  a  half,  without  the  continuation  of  the  oxygen.  When  the 
latter  and  chloroform  were  breathed  together,  the  animal  became 
drowsy  after  eight  minutes,  but  did  not  sleep,  and  recovered  perfectly 
in  a  few  seconds  after  the  inhalations  were  stopped.  Mr.  Ozanam 
believes  that,  so  long  as  respiration  has  not  entirely  ceased,  the  revi- 
vifying effects  of  oxygen  will  be  produced,  and  recommends  that  the 
enrgeon  should  always  have  at  his  command  a  supply  of  oxygen,  to 
loanimate  his  patient  in  case  of  accident. 

10.  OU  of  Valerian  in  7\^hu9.  —  During  an  epidemic  typhus  at 
Toulon,  in  1856,  characterized  by  stupor,  somnolence,  coma  and  great 
debility,  the  usual  remedies  proved  of  no  great  benefit,  and  Mr. 
Barrallier  therefore  had  recourse  to  the  essential  oil  of  valerian.  Ad- 
ministering it  first  to  persons  in  good  health,  he  found  that  it  produced 
the  following  symptoms:  diminution  of  the  arterial  pulsations  at 
first,  with  subsequent  elevation  in  the  greater  number  of  cases ;  in- 
creased heat  of  skin ;  marked  perspiration  with  the  smell  of  valerian  ; 
feeling  of  oppression  in  the  temporal  region  ;  .^phalalgia,  most  com- 
monly frontal,  sometimes  very  intense ;  diminution  of  muscular 
force,  inaptitude  for  intellectual  exertion ;  inclination  to  sleep ;  deep 
sleep,  nausea  and  salivation  in  certain  cases  ;  dislike  to  food  when  the 
medicine  was  given  in  the  dose  of  thirty  or  fifty  centigrammes ; 
ftbondant  flow  of  urine,  more  highly  colored  than  usual,  with  a  smell 
of  valerian.  In  typhus,  the  remedy  was  employed  not  only  against 
the  somnolence  and  coma  occurring  in  the  second  or  third  week,  but 
alto  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  disease,  in  order  to  moderate 
the  nervous  irritation.  At  the  more  advanced  periods  it  appears  to 
xoui^  the  patients  from  their  lethargic  condition.  Besides  this,  there 
Appear  as  bther  effects  :  eyes  widely  open,  intelligence  more  clear, 
eorrect  answers  to  questions,  increase  of  the  arterial  pulsations,  with 
aabaeqaent  depression  ;  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  urine,  and  slight 
perspiration. — Amer,  DmggifVs  Circular,  from  Bull,  Oin.  tie  Ihirap. 

11.  Trealment  ^  Eczema. — Prof.  Hebra  observes,  in  one  of  his  clin- 
ical lectures,  that  eczema  can  always  be  cured.  The  treatment  should 
be  purely  local,  internal  measures  being  limited  to  the  rare  cases  in 
which  the  eruption  has  been  produced  by  a  previously  diseased  condi- 
tion of  the  system,  or  when  it  is  combined  with  some  other  affection. 
la  the  great  bulk  of  cases,  internal  means,  such  as  mercury,  antimony, 
iodine,  purgatives,  sarsaparilla  etc.,  are  superfluous  and  mischievous. 
Arsenic  is  the  only  one  of  such  means  which  exerts  any  influence  in 
obsiinaie  cases ;  ordinarily,  however,  it  is  of  no  use  and  its  employ- 
aM&t  should  be  limited  to  the  few  cases  which  manifest  especial  obsti- 
Micj  ;  the  local  treatment  in  these  not  to  be  at  the  same  time  neglected. 

Cold  water,  in  its  various  modes  of  application,  is  of  great  impor- 
taace,  combined  with  other  means.  It  aggravates  eczema  simplex, 
when  arising  from  excess  in  secretion,  as  in  the  axilla  or  between  the 
battocks.     Starch,  either  alone  or  mixed  with  oxyde  of  zinc  (three 
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ounces  of  the  latter  to  one  drachm  of  the  former)  is  an  excellent  ap- 
plication when  the  eczema  arises  from  the  friction  of  two  cataneoufl 
surfaces,  or  from  excessive  secretion.     Oxjde  of  zinc  ^one  drachm  to 
one  ounce  of  lard),  sulphate  or  acetate  df  zinc,  alnm  (one  drachm  to 
one  pound  of  water),  red  or  white  precipitate  (from  six  to  twelf« 
grains  with  two   drachms   of  lard),  are  of  gooid  service  in  acute 
eczema,  or  in  chronic,  when  there  is  but  slight  infiltration  and  the 
disease  prevails  only  over  a  limited  extent.     When  there  is  consi- 
derable infiltration  in  chronic  eczema,  Bchmiersetfe  (an  account  of 
which  has  been  given  in  the  July  number  of  this  journal,  page  451) 
becomes  the  most  preferable  remedy.     It  is  to  be  rubbed  over  onoe  or 
twice  a  day,  or  more  frequently,  according  to  the  degree  of  infiltration 
existing.     If  excoriations  have  been  produced  by  its  use,  the  surface 
should  be  washed  and  cold  applications  laid  on  until  the  next  nib- 
bing.    This  procedure  must  be  continued  as  long  as  the  moisture,  itch- 
ing and  infiltration  continue,  and  until  the  frictions  no  longer  give 
rise  to  heat  and  excoriations  of  the  skin.     The  soap  is  then  replaced 
by  cold  applications  and  the  treatment  terminated  by  the  employment 
of  tar. 

In  many  chronic  cases,  with  great  infiltration,  the  soap  does  not  suf- 
fice, and  we  must  have  recourse  to  one  drachm  of  caustic  potash  dis- 
solved in  two  drachms  of  water.  A  pencil  of  charpie  is  dipped  in 
this  and  well  rubbed  into  the  diseased  parts  for  some  minutes.  Hieee 
are  then  washed,  and  cold  applications  constantly  employed.  One  or 
two  such  cauterizations  usually  suffice,  and  when  more  are  neoessaty, 
they  should  not  be  repeated  oftener  than  onoe  a  week.  It  is  a  very 
painful  procedure. 

Tar  is  in  its  way  just  as  useful  a  remedy  as  the  soap»  the  time  for 
its  application  being  when  the  moisture  and  itching  have  ceased,  and 
exfoliation  has  commenced,  i.  e.,  when  eczema  squamosum  is  present 
It  may  be  used  either  alone  or  mixed  with  equal  parts  of  cod-liver  <h1, 
and  should  be  applied  by  msans  of  a  brush  once  or  twice  a  day,  care- 
fully avoiding  washing  the  parts  or  allowing  water  to  come  into  con- 
tact with  them.  As  long  as  any  redness  or  desquamation  continues, 
the  tar  must  be  repeated.  Sometimes,  when  tne  application  of  the 
tar  has  been  premature,  moisture  and  itching  are  observed  at  certain 
spots.  Then  the  preliminary  treatment  has  to  be  resorted  to  again. 
Some  individuals  cannot  bear  the  tar  at  all,  it  giving  rise  to  severe  in- 
flammatory action.  In  such  cases,  an  ointment  of  acetate  of  lead  or 
oxyde  of  zinc  should  be  substituted. 

Cod-liver  oil  alone  is  a  valuable  external  application,  and  sufficient 
to  cure  eczema  when  this  has  not  lasted  very  long  and  the  infiltration 
is  not  considerable.  The  employment  of  the  oil  alone  renders  the 
treatment  very  tedious,  and  is  objectionable  on  account  of  the  disagree- 
able smell  and  befouling  the  linen  ;  but  it  is  an  excellent  adjuvatoiy 
to  schmierseife  and  cold  applications,  as  flannels  soaked  in  the  ofl 
may  be  kept  bound  over  the  diseased  parts  during  the  night.  Taken 
internally,  the  oil  does  not  exert  the  slightest  influence  on  eczema.^ 
wiener  S^UdlBzeitung ;  Amer.  Med.  Monthly. 
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SURGICAL. 

12.  Excision  qf  the  Tendons  in  Amputation  of  the  Fore-arm, — This 
18  recommended  in  a  communication  to  the  Surgical  Society  of 
Ireland,  by  Mr.  Hugh  Croskery,  as  a  means  to  encourage  the  now 
dreaded  flap-amputations  at  the  lower  third  of  the  fore-arm.  Two 
flaps  are  made  after  the  process  of  Vermale,  the  palmar  by  transfixion, 
the  dorsal  by  cutting  in  a  semicircular  course  from  the  tegumentary 
surface,  the  flap  being  then  dissected  back.  After  the  limb  has  been 
separated  in  tne  usual  way,  and  the  arteries  have  been  tied,  the  soft 
parts  are  drawn  well  back  by  an  assistant,  when  the  tendons  will 
protmde.     Each  tendon  is  then  grasped  with  the  rasped  blades  of  a 

S ring- forceps,  drawn  out  and  cut  off  on  a  level  with  the  flap.  The 
ps,  which  should  be  two  inches  in  length,  of  equal  size,  and  with 
broad  angles,  are  then  brought  together  with  sutures  and  adhesive 
straps,  and  a  roller  is  carefully  and  evenly  applied  with  the  view  to 
the  obliteration  of  the  cavities  left  by  Uie  retraction  of  the  tendons. 
The  bandage  should  be  brought  up  as  far  as  the  edges  of  the  flaps, 
bnt  the  face  of  the  stump  left  uncovered  by  it  and  dressed  with  wetted 
lint.  The  flaps  will  adapt  themselves  accurately  together,  and  furnish 
all  that  is  requisite  for  immediate  union.  The  stump  will  be  healed 
completely  within  three  weeks,  and  the  bones  will  be  protected  by  a 
firm  cellnlo-integnmentary  cushion. — Dublin  Med,  Press, 

18.  Alcoholic  Treatment  of  Wounds. — Acting  upon  the  suggestion 
of  Messrs.  Batailhe  and  Guillet,  as  expressed  in  a  pamphlet  lately 
pnblished  in  Paris,  Mr.  A.  Pritchard,  of  Bristol,  has  used  the  com- 
ponnd  tincture  of  aloes,  differently  diluted,  as  an  external  application 
to  ulcerated  legs,  superficial  bums,  contused,  incised  and  lacerated 
wounds  and  an  ulcerated  stump.  He  found  it  to  be  an  excellent  ap- 
plication in  recent  wounds,  however  deep,  checking  the  suppurative 
process  in  a  marked  degree,  destroying  the  fetor,  and  favoring  union 
bj  the  first  intention.  It  is  not  suitable  for  inflamed  wounds,  nor 
where  there  is  an  erysipelatous  state  of  the  skin,  nor  for  simple 
cntaneoas  wounds,  where  careful  apposition  alone  will  suffice  to  pro- 
core  immediate  union. — British  Med.  Joum, 

14.  Operation  for  Convergent  Strabismus. — In  order  to  restore  con- 
fidence in  this  operation  and  render  its  performance  more  general. 
Prof.  E.  8.  Cooper  lays  down  two  rules : 

1.  The  extent  of  the  division  of  tissue  should  never  be  based 
simply  upon  what  is  commonly  i-equircd. 

2.  The  surgeon  should  not  hurry  through  the  operation,  but  divide 
the  parts  to  a  limited  extent  first,  then  stop,  absterge  the  wound  care- 
follj,  and  observe  the  change,  if  any,  produced.  Thus  the  operation 
should  be  continued  throughout,  the  surgeon  stopping,  from  time  to 
time,  to  see  how  nearly  the  eye  becomes  straight. 

Tliis  plan  renders  the  operation  tedious,  but  safe,  and  if  properly 
pursued,  it  is  nearly  always  successful.  In  a  majority  of  cases,  the 
operation  must  be  repeated  once,  often  twice,  and  occasionally  three 
or  four  times.   Not  the  slightest  inflammatory  action  of  a  troublesome 
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or  the  inordinate  use  of  mercury,  or  from  accumulation  of  the  discharge 
behind  the  prepuce,  or  mechanical  irritation,  friction  against  the  cloth- 
iBff,  or  during  cpition.  Ulceration  may  occur,  even  without  increased 
inflammatory  action.  Phag^ena  is  dae  to  constitutional  causes, 
intemperate  habits,  excessive  sexual  indulgence,  bad  food  and  air,  but 
above  all,  to  the  influence  of  mercury.  The  bubo  occasionally  accom- 
panying soft  chancre  is  either  a  simple  symptomatic  adenitis,  and  non- 
virulent,  or  caused  by  the  absorption  of  pus,  then  always  of  a  specific 
diAracter,  suppurating,  and  furnishing  an  inoculable  secretion. 

It  is  always  desirable  to  destroy  the  specificity  of  the  chancre  at  an 
early  stage.  Of  all  the  caustics  recommended  for  that  purpose,  none 
itf  so  manageable,  and  at  the  same  time  so  eflective,  as  the  paste  of 
■nlphuric  acid  and  charcoal  recently  recommended  by  Ricord.  Take 
strong  sulphuric  acid  and  mix  finely  powdered  charcoal  with  it,  so  as 
to  obtain  a  paste,  which  is  carefully  applied  over  and  around  the 
okancie.  In  three  or  four  days  it  falls  off",  with  the  slough  it  has  pro- 
duced, leaving  underneath  a  healthy  sore.  The  pain  caused  by  the 
application  may  be  mitigated  by  opium.  Where  the  paste  can  not  be 
employed,  as  in  the  urethra  or  rectum,  nitric  acid  should  be  used,  and 
a  dossil  of  lint,  thoroughly  soaked  in  olive  oil,  be  inserted  afterward. 
A  soft  chancre  in  the  process  of  healing  requires  astringent  or  slightly 
stimulating  applications,  one  of  the  best  of  which  is  a  weak  solution 
of  tannin  in  water.  Sulphate  of  zinc,  acetate  of  lead,  nitrate  of  silver, 
may  also  be  employed,  in  weak  solution,  keeping  the  sore  constantly 
moist  with  them.  A  constitutional  treatment  is  rarely  required.  The 
bowels  should  be  kept  open,  and  indigestible  food  avoided,  but  no 
other  special  precautions  are  necessary.  Wine,  co£fee,  beefsteaks, 
cigara,  etc.,  ought  not  to  be  forbidden  to  patients  in  the  habit  of  using 
tiMm.     The  most  perfect  cleanliness  is  desirable. 

Where  inflammation  is  present,  emollient  applications,  such  as 
inncilage  of  flax-seed,  warm  water,  poultices,  etc.,  are  to  be  used.  One 
of  the  best  and  most  elegant  articles  is  a  cataplasm  of  chamomile 
flowers,  changed  frequently.  Perfect  rest  in  bed,  a  mild  purgative, 
aad  a  g^^in  of  opium  every  four  or  five  hours,  complete  the  treatment. 
Hie  tincture  of  the  chloride  of  iron,  in  doses  of  from  thirty  to  forty 
drops  four  or  five  times  a  day,  is  often  of  decided  benefit,  especially 
when  there  is  a  tendency  to  gangrene.  The  abstraction  of  blood  is 
liardly  ever  required,  while  stimulants  are  generally  of  good  service. 

When  phymosis  or  paraphymosis  result  from  the  inflammatory 
angorgement,  warm  applications  and  a  soothing  treatment  do  all  that 
is  necessary.  Should,  with  phymosis,  gang^ne  threaten,  run  a 
director  under  the  prepuce  and  slit  it  open  with  the  probe-pointed  bis- 
toury, till  the  constriction  is  removea.  In  paraphymosis,  if  mild 
attempts  at  reduction  fail,  and  mortification  threaten,  the  stricture 
should  be  divided  by  nmning  a  straight,  sharp-pointed  bistooty  under 
it,  and  cutting  outward. 

For  excessive  ulceration,  the  sulphuric  acid  paste  is  generally  the 
application,  with  a  grain  of  opium  night  and  morning  internally. 
If  the  sore  produced  by  the  eschar  otic  shows  a  tendency  to  spread, 
atap  it  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  give  a  chalybeate  with  opium. 
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The  serpiginous  ulcer  is  difficult  to  cure.  Fowler's  solution  intff- 
nally,  and  arsenious  acid  with  sugar  sprinkled  over  the  sore  daily,  bsr 
quently  canse  a  veiy  favorable  change.  Iodine,  however,  gives  moie 
satisfaction.  Give  Lugol's  solution  internally*  with  some  preparatioii 
of  iron,  or  with  cod-liver  oiU  and  apply  the  tincture  to  the  ulcer  sad 
neighboring  parts  every  day.  With  this  treatment  the  most  obstinate 
serpiginous  ulcers  rarely  fail  to  improve  and  heal. 

Against  phagedenic  chancre,  the  sulphuric  acid  paste  is  the  bat 
remedy,  with  good  diet,  plenty  of  fresh  air,  and  some  preparatioa  of 
iron.  The  potassio-tartrate  seems  to  be  almost  a  specific.  Dissolve 
one  ounce  of  it  in  ten  ounces  of  water,  and  give  of  this  half  an  cones 
three  times  per  day,  keeping  at  the  same  time  the  diseased  part  con- 
stantly moistened  by  it.  Some  cases,  not  early  attended  to,  resist  ill 
treatment. 

Bubo  from  simple  adenitis  advances  slowly,  is  not  painful,  and  soft. 
Should  it  break,  or  is  opened,  the  pus  is  disdiarged  without  inoculat- 
ing the  edges  of  the  wound.  The  virulent  bubo  is  of  rapid  growth, 
suppurates  early,  and  is  accompanied  with  considerable  pain;  the 
integument  covering  the  abscess,  if  not  punctured,  sloughs,  leaving  a 
true  chancre,  with  inoculable  pus.  This  chancre  in  the  groin  is  moxe 
liable  to  phagedena  than  the  original  sore.  The  simple  form  is  to  be 
treated  with  discutient  lotions,  containing  sub-acetate  of  lead  or  chlo- 
ride of  ammonia.  These  may  be  conjoined  with  pressure  by  means  of 
a  graduated  compress,  held  in  its  place  by  a  proper  bandage,  or  by 
collodion  painted  over.  The  tincture  of  iodine,  or  the  ointment,  are 
also  valuable  applications  ;  still  better  is  a  solution  of  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, twenty  grains,  and  iodine  forty  grains,  in  one  ounce  of  ^ycerine; 
or  the  iodide  of  lead  ointment  may  be  used.  If  dissolution  is  not 
effected  by  these  means,  an  early  incision  should  be  made,  or'  rather 
several  small  setons  be  passed  through  the  back  of  the  swelling,  fol- 
lowed by  pressure.  Pytemia  may  result  from  too  large  an  incision ; 
a  tedious  recovery  certainly  does. 

In  the  virulent  bnbo,  suppuration  must  be  hastened  by  chamomile 
cataplasms,  or  other  poultices,  and  as  soon  as  possible  the  abscess 
should  be  laid  open  by  a  long  incision.  The  remaining  ulcer  is  treated 
with  the  escharotic  paste,  etc.,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  original 
chancre. 

The  indurated,  infecting,  or  true 'syphilitic  chancre  appears  butonoe 
in  a  lifetime  on  the  same  individuill,  and  the  secretion  from  it  can  not 
be  successfully  inoculated  in  the  body  of  the  patient.  When  this  form. 
has  commenced  to  heal,  it,  like  the  first,  loses  its  virulent  character- 
istics entirely.  An  indurated  bubo  is  an  almost  constant  companion^ 
but  may  in  some  cases  be  prevented  by  a  timely  administration  of  mer- 
cury. Secondary  symptoms  may  ensue  without  the  presence  of  a 
bubo.  A  characteristic  sign  of  this  kind  of  bubo  is  the  enlargement 
of  all  the  lymphatic  glands  around  the  infected  one. 

The  principal  indication  of  the  treatment  is  to  prevent  infection,  the 
cure  of  the  local  trouble  being  comparatively  a  small  matter.  If  seen 
in  the  first  stages,  say  within  the  first  six  days  from  the  appearance  o£ 
the  pustule,  the  indurated  chancre  should  be  destroyed  by  the  sulphine 


1861.]  JSdkarial  AhstraeU  and  SeUdhnt.  641 

add  paste.  After  canterization,  the  most  simple  applications  are  all 
that  is  neoessary.  The  aromatic  wine  acts  very  well ;  a  weak  solution 
of  tannin  is  equally  efficacious.  Should  the  chancre  be  healing,  or 
liaTB  ceased  to  progress,  cauterization  is  useless  and  improper.  In 
SQch  cases,  commence  the  local  treatment  with  the  solution  of  tannin. 
Nothing  else  is  required  locally.  The  efficacy  of  internal  remedies  in 
accelerating  the  cure  of  indurated  chancre  is  doubtful,  although  they 
may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  infection  or  destroying 
ibe  morbid  matter  circulating  in  the  blood.  Indurated  chancres  heal 
joil  as  soon  without  mercury  as  with  it.  Under  the  influence  of  this 
agent  the  induration  disappears  sooner  than  if  no  mercury  is  given,  but 
the  nicer  is  just  as  long  in  healing. — Amer.  Med.  Times, 

SOME    NEW    FORMULA. 

18.  Iiewumssin*8  Anti- Syphilitic  Oargle. — ^Three  grains  of  bichlo- 
ride of  mercury  in  ten  ounces  of  a  decoction  of  solanum  nigrum  and 
deata. — Amer.DruggieVe  Circular. 

19.  Rieord*8  Capetdes  of  Copaiba  and  Tar, — R.  Balsam  of  copaiba, 
S»200  grammes ;  Norway  (wood)  tar,  200  grammes ;  calcined  mag- 

150  grammes.     Divide  into  4,000  gelatine  capsules.     Dose  fif- 
capsules  daily. — Ibid, 

80.  Bieard's  Capsules  of  Copaiba. — R.  Balsam  of  copaiba,  2,700 
grammes ;  neutral  pepsin,  600  grammes  ;  snbnitrate  of  bismuth,  120 
grammes ;  calcined  magnesia,  180  grammes.  Mix.  To  make  6,000 
fldatine  capsules.    Dose,  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  capsules  per  diem. — 

^esv« 

81.  Oieum  IforrhucB  Ferratum. — Fifteen  parts  protosnlphate  of  iron 
are  precipitated  by  fourteen  parts  carbonate  of  soda,  the  precipitate 
ezpreseed,  and,  after  the  addition  of  a  little  water,  digested  for  two  and 
a  naif  hours  in  a  water-bath,  with  250  parts  cod-liver  oil.  The  deep 
brown  mixture  readily  becomes  clear  in  a  bottle,  and  soon  thickens  on 
expoenre  to  the  air.  The  oil  is  said  to  contain  about  one  per  cent,  of 
isoa^^'Archpf  der  Pharm.;  Amer.  Jour.  Phartn, 

88.  Pomade  for  Pimples.  Pomaia  Conira  Varos. — Washed  snl- 
plmr,  tannin,  concentrated  bitter  almond  water,  of  each  five  parts  ;  oil 
of  thyme,  oil  of  bergamot,  of  each  one  part ;  lard,  sixty  parts. — Phar, 
Oemiralhalle  ;  Amer.  Jour.  Pharm. 

83.  Recipe  for  Diarrhoea  and  Cholera. — Laudanum,  spirits  of  cam- 
phor, essence  of  peppermint,  Hoffman's  anodyne,  of  each  two  ounces ; 
dnetnre  of  cayenne  pepper,  two  drachms  ;  tincture  of  ginger,  one  ounce. 
Does,  from  one-half  to  a  teaspoonful  every  half  hour,  in  a  tablespoon- 
fal  of  brandy.  Said  to  have  been  used  with  great  success  by  the  troops 
luring  the  Mexican  war. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 

84.  Blistering  Paper. — Melt  together  one  drachm  of  cantharides, 
fttm  diarhm  of  white  wax,  and  five  drachms  of  olive  oil.  With  a 
bmali  paint  it  over  some  white  bibulous  paper,  and  hang  up  to  dry  in 
a  cnnent  of  air.    Take  a  piece  of  pink  paper  of  the  form  and  siae 
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leqnired,  paint  tlie  under  side  of  it  over  witli  a  weak  aolotion  of  Indi» 
rubber,  cut  the  cantharidine  paper  tbe  form  and  size,  leas  a  matgin  of 
the  pink  paper,  and  while  the  India-rubber  solntion  is  still  sticky,  pita 
it  on,  and  when  dry  roll  it  np.  It  is  unaffected  by  damp,  and  blisten 
with  certainty.  Before  applying,  the  blister  should  be  lield  over  tbc 
steam  of  hot  water. — Amer,  Druggist* s  Circular. 

25.  Elixir  of  the  Valerianate  of  Ammonia, — As  a  substitute  for 
Pierlot's  rather  disagreeable  solution  of  valerianate  of  ammonia,  Mr. 
Tr.  H.  K.  Enos  has  devised  the  following : — R.  Valerianic  acid,  cm 
fluid  draclim ;  carbonate  of  ammonia,  q.  s.  to  neutralize  the  acid ;  alco*^ 
hoi,  simple  syrup,  of  each  one  fluid  ounce ;  extract  of  orange  btii, 
two  fluid  drachms  ;  water  of  orange  flowers,  half  a  fluid  ounce ;  dis- 
tilled water,  q.  s.  to  make  four  fluid  ounces.  Dilute  the  acid  with 
about  four  fluid  drachms  of  water,  neutralize  with  the  ammonia,  tdd 
the  alcohol  holding  the  aromatic  extract  in  solution,  then  the  synip. 
and  orange- flower  water,  and  finally  filter. — Jour,  and  TVam.  Marf- 
land  College  of  Pharmacy. 

26.  Soubeiran'a  Lotion  of  Verairia, — ^Yeratria,  fifteen  grains; 
diluted  hydrochloric  acid,  q.  s.  to  dissolve  them ;  glycerine,  five 
drachms.     Dissolve  and  mix. — Druggisfe  Cir, 

27.  Camphorated  Soap- Juncture. — To  obtain  a  preparation  wtidi 
holds  fluid  at  all  temperatures,  L.  H.  Titcomb  employs  this  fbrmiU: 
R.  Castile  soap,  four  ounces ;  camphor,  two  ounces  ;  oil  of  roeemsrj, 
half  an  ounce  ;  water,  sixteen  ounces  ;  alcohol  of  95  per  cent.,  tw&ij 
ounces. — Ibid. 

28.  Olycerole  of  OH  of  Mustard, — ^Mr.  Grimault  mixes  thiitia 
drachms  of  pure  glycerine,  twenty  drachms  of  starch,  and  eighty  drops 
of  the  volatile  oil  of  mustard.  This  affords  a  sinapism  always  leadj 
for  use. — Jour,  de  Chim.  Med.;  Amer.  Jour.  Pharm. 

MATERIA    MEDICA. 

29.  Aerosolene,  a  new  Anaisthetic. — ^This  substance  is  obtained  is 
the  manufacture  of  kerosene  oil,  by  the  destructive  distillation  of  eoili 
but  was  considered  useless,  until  an  Irishman,  sent  in  to  clean  out  • 
still,  became  totally  insensible  from  the  vapor  inhaled.  Ebcpeiimeiti 
were  now  made  on  mice  and  flies.  Dr.  H.  J.  Bowditch  first  caDod 
the  attention  of  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement  to  tin 
article,  and  Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow  soon  reported  (Boston  Med.  and  Sws. 
Journal)  the  not  conclusive  result  of  experiments  on  himself  and 
others.  Dr.  E.  Cutter,  of  Wobum,  Mass.,  in  a  communication  read 
before  the  Middlesex  Eastern  District  Medical  Society,  states  that  k 
inhaled  the  kerosolene  several  times,  using  each  time  about  four  ouboh; 
that  the  first  impression  is  sudden,  powerful  and  pli^sant ;  that  sooa 
a  state  of  pleasurable  insensibility  follows,  which,  Ifowever,  is  rudj 
perfect ;  at  least  there  would  be  lesponses  to  the  pricks  of  pins,  aad 
the  muscles  were  not  quiet,  although  afterward  he  had  no  recoUectioi 
of  any  such  thing.  No  unpleasant  effects  followed,  except  a  slight 
headache.    Dr.  Ingalls  succeeded  in  one  oat  <^  two  cases  of  neiinlgii> 
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where  he  applied  the  agent  to  pledgets  of  cotton- wool  moistened  with 
it.  Kerosolene  seems,  therefore,  to  be  a  fit  article  for  farther  ezperi- 
BMnts.     It  appears  to  have  several  advantages  over  ether. — Jded.  7%me8, 

80.  Yellow  Jessamine  (Gfelseminum  Sempervirens.) — ^A  saturated 
tincture  of  this  plant,  prepared  by  macerating  four  ounces  of  the  root 
in  a  pint  of  diluted  alcohol,  has  been  used  ^r  the  last  four  years  by 
Dr.  J.  N.  Freeman,  of  Morris,  HI.,  in  acute  gonorrhoea,  gleet,  sper- 
matorrhoea and  leucorrhcea,  ^with  decided  benefit.  The  dose  is  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  drops  four  times  a  day,  and  may  be  combined 
with  any  of  the  ordinary  remedies.  In  all  the  fevers  incident  to  this 
climate.  Dr.  Freeman  considers  this  tincture  invaluable.  He  gives  it 
in  bilious  fevers,  ten  or  twenty  drops  every  one  or  two  hours,  combin- 
iag  it  with  quinine  and  cimicifuga  during  the  intermission.  This  plan 
it  also  said  to  be  successful  in  intermittent,  remittent,  and  with  the 
addition  of  aromatic  sulphuric  acid,  in  typhoid  fever.  A  severe  case 
of  sciatica  yielded  to  the  tinctures  of  gelseminum  and  cimicifuga,  in 
equal  parts,  half-drachm  doses  once  in  three  hours.  The  tincture  has 
rarther  been  found  useful  in  dysentary,  convulsions,  hysteria,  dysme- 
Borrbcea,  and  whenever  it  is  desirable  to  relax  the  muscular  system, 
without  producing  nausea,  or  to  overcome  irregular  nervous  action. — 
Med.  emd  Swrg.  Rep. 

81.  Cantkaridin  and  its  Preparaiians . —  Ole%m  Caniharidum  Viride, 
ms  obtained  by  treating  cantharides  with  ether,  consists  of  cantharidin, 
green  oil  and  waxy  resin.  The  first,  by  the  separation  of  the  two  lai- 
tsr  substances,  becomes  pure  cantharidin.  This  operation,  however, 
is  tedious,  expensive,  and  attended  with  a  considerable  loss  of  active 
matter.  For  the  purpose  of  blistering,  therefore,  the  oleum  canihari- 
dmm  viride,  or  ctther  canlharidalis  s.  vesicans,  is  preferable.  It  is  ob- 
tained very  easily  and  in  the  greatest  abundance  by  digesting  for  three 
days  one  part  of  powdered  cantharides  with  two  parts  of  sulphuric 
etlier ;  it  may  also  be  prepared  by  employing  Real's  press,  or  by  dis- 
plaeem^nt,  or  by  Mohr's  apparatus.  Applied  twice,  by  means  of  a 
bair  pencil,  it  produces,  in  children  after  one  or  two  hours,  and  if 

Klied  three  times  in  adults  in  three  or  four  hours,  abundant  blisters. 
8  oil  may  serve  as  the  sub-stratum  for  all  preparations  containing 
eaadiaridm. 

1.  Tela  Cericea,  Linieum  s.  Taffeta  Vestcans^  Charia  Vesicans  s. 
Camikariddlis, — ^Taf^tas  (marceline)  stretched  on  a  frame,  or  paper  on 
a  board,  is  to  be  painted  over  twice,  at  proper  intervals,  with  an  aque- 
ous solution  of  isinglass.  When  perfectly  dry,  the  following  liquor 
€amikandalis  is  to  be  spread  over  it :  Qr  ^th.  cantharidalis,  aeth.  sul- 
vhor,  ii  unciam  unam  ;  terebinth,  coct.,  colophon,  SlSl  drachmas  duas. 
lOsee  et  solve.  A  painter's  brush  moderately  moistened  with  the  soln- 
lioB,  and  softly  pressed  against  the  brim  of  the  vessel,  is  passed  at 
diort  intervals,  and  always  in  the  same  direction,  twice  over  the 
stretdied  material,  in  twenty- four  hours  once  more,  and  again  after 
twtDly-four  hours,  for  the  fourth  time.  In  order  to  prevent  the  agghi- 
liBation  of  the  preparation,  it  is  coated,  after  a  few  days,  with  a  fresh 
•oliitioii  of  isinglass  that  has  already  commenced  to  congeal.    Before 
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ache.  A  watery  infasion  of  the  flowers,  evaporated  to  the  same  con- 
tutence,  exhibits  but  little  of  the  properties  peculiar  to  the  rest  of  the 
plant.  The  fluid  extract  of  the  root  appears  to  be  the  most  preferable 
preparation.  Half  a  drachm  of  it  can  be  taken  four  or  five  times  a 
daj.  Made  from  the  fresh  root,  this  extract  is  nearly  one-third  strong- 
er than  if  prepared  from  the  drieil  root.  By  evaporating  it  to  the 
proper  consistence,  a  hard  extract  is  obtained  possessing  the  same  vir- 
tues, in  doses  of  from  three  to  five  grains,  gradually  increased.  The 
anodyne  and  diaphoretic  effects  ascribed  to  the  plant  by  Dr.  Richard- 
son (U.  8.  Dispensatory)  did  not  manifest  themselves  in  the  experi- 
ments of  Dr.  Clebome ;  but  he  found  it  to  be  a  nauseating  stimulant, 
tonic,  alterative,  diuretic,  purgative,  emetic  and  anthelmintic,  and  ad- 
ministered it  with  success  in  several  cases  of  chronic  constipation  of 
the  bowels,  primary  syphilis,  dyspepsia  and  ascarides.  A  strict  rye- 
bread  and  buttermilk  aiet  is  enjoined  during  the  exhibition  of  the 
remedy  which  seems  to  possess  valuable  medical  properties  well  worth 
the  attention  of  the  profession. — Amer.  Joum.  of  Med,  Sciencet. 

34.  Sulphate  of  Iron,  Quinine  and  Magnesia, — Dr.  Fergus  proposes 
%  combination  of  these  three  sulphates  in  the  following  proportions : 
Sulphate  of  magnesia,  80  per  cent.  ;  iron,  15  per  cent. ;  quinine,  5 
per  cent. 

The  resulting  compound  is  stated  to  be  better  fitted  for  general  use 
than  the  combination  of  iron  and  quinine  alone,  being  nearly  as 
solnble  as  the  sulphate  of  magnesia  alone,  quite  unalterable  in  the 
solid  state,  and  forming  a  perfectly  clear  solution.  The  proportion  of 
qmnine  may  be  increased  by  prescribing  an  additional  quantity, 
whidi  is  readily  soluble  in  the  solution  of  the  salt.  In  this  combina- 
tion, the  properties  of  both  iron  and  quinine  are  said  to  be  remarkably 
developed,  the  effect  of  both,  particularly  of  quinine,  being  heightened 
in  a  very  marked  manner.  At  the  same  time,  both  these  remedies  are 
less  apt  to  disagree  with  peculiar  constitutions  which  ordinarily  refuse 
to  tolerate  either  iron  or  quinine.  There  will  be  very  few  cases,  where 
either  iron  or  quinine  are  indicated,  in  which  the  new  combination 
win  not  be  suitable. — Med,  Times  and  OazeUe, 

85.  Therapeutical  Effects  of  Bronude  qf  Potassium,— Dr.  Pfeiffer, 
of  Paris,  confirms  the  opinions  of  other  physicians  as  to  the  sedative 
efleete  d  this  agent  over  the  generative  organs.  He  found  that  the 
salt  possesses  a  decided  power  of  modifying  abnormal  erections  and 
diminishing  the  frequency  of  seminal  discharges.  It  seems  to  exercise 
n  special  influence  over  the  muscular  part  of  the  genito-urinary  appa- 
ralne,  and  at  the  same  time  to  modify  the  secreting  functions  of  these 
oigans.  The  bromide  has  also  been  administered  with  success  in 
neuralgia  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  Dr.  Pfeiffer  commences  with 
half  a  centigramme  every  day,  increasing  gradually  up  to  two 
I, — Amer,  Druggist's  Circular, 

I.  Oil  cf  TSirpentine  as  an  Anaesthetic. — ^This  is  recommended  by 
Dr.  Z.  WiUiamhnrst,  as  a  substitute  for  chloroform.  Having  no 
ddMofonn  on  hand,  he  tried  the  vapor  of  turpentine  (applying  the 
•il,  eprinkled  on  a  handkerchief,  to  the  nostrils),  in  a  case  of  violent 
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ftgent  in  other  affectionB  accompanied  by  palpitations,  as  well  as  io 
eaaea  of  dropsy  not  caused  by  affections  of  the  heart. — Med,  and  Surg, 
Rtparier. 

OBSTETRICAL. 

40.  Large  Doses  of  Opium  in  Puerperal  Peritonitis, — In  a  case 
reported  to  the  Medical  Association  of  Southern  Central  New  York, 
Dr.  6.  P.  Cady  kept  the  patient  thoroughly  narcotized  for  four  days, 
administering  thirty-four  grains  of  opium  during  the  first  twenty-four 
hours,  (at  first  four  grains  every  two  hours,  then  two  grains  every 
hour,  as  often  repeated  as  necessary,)  and  after  that  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five^grains  per  day.  On  the  fifth  day,  the  pulse  began  to  fall, 
and  came  down  to  85  on  the  sixth.  From  that  time,  the  patient  took 
foiir  grains  each  of  quinia  and  opium  for  several  days,  when  her  appe- 
tite returned  and  boUi  were  omitted.  In  some  other  cases.  Dr.  Cadv 
bad  given  even  larger  quantities  of  opium. — Amer.  Med,  Times. 

41.  Puerperal  Commlsions, — Dr.  T.  J.  Thomas,  in  one  of  his  lee- 
toros  on  the  complications  of  labor,  delivered  in  the  University  Medi- 
ical  College,  New  York,  thinks  the  term  puerperal  convulsions  should 
convey  the  idea  of  eclampsic  seizures,  of  epileptiform  character.  Poi- 
soning of  the  blood,  usually  urromia,  is,  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases, 
the  gnsX  cause  of  the  seizures.  As  a  rare  exception  to  this  rule,  cen- 
tric or  eccentric  irritations  may  act  as  causes.  The  avenues  by  which 
death  may  approach,  are  apoplexy,  asphyxia,  serous  effusion,  coma, 
exhaustion  and  paralysis  of  the  heart.  Consequently,  the  primary 
indications  of  treatment  may  be  enumerated  as  follows  : 

1.  (?heck  the  convulsive  action  at  once  and  thus  prevent  death  by 
anbyxia,  the  cerebral  conditions  resulting  from  congestion,  and  failure 
Of  the  heart  to  perform  its  function. 

2.  Diminish  vascular  turgcscence,  and  excessive  action,  and  thus 
remove  the  g^reat  liability  to  apoplexy  and  coma. 

8.  Evacuate  the  uterus,  if  possible,  because  experience  has  proved 
that,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  seizures  will  then  cease,  and  because 
we  thna  remove  pressure  from  the  kidneys. 

4.  Eliminate  or  neutralize  the  poison  accumulated  in  the  blood. 

Anesthesia  by  chloroform,  resoirted  to  early  and  fearlessly,  is  by  far 
tbe  best  means  to  control  the  convulsioiis,  but  its  influence  must  be  kept 
up  ateadily  and  nnintermittingly,  even  for  twenty-four  or  forty-eight 
Mora,  if  necessary,  and  in  such  manner  as  to  effect  the  object  in  view, 
if  it  oan  be  effected  by  this  means.  When  anaesthesia  fails  to  control 
ihB  convulsions,  blood-letting  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  It 
BBUiy  be  necessary,  but  its  indiscriminate  employment  is  very  injurious. 
In  regard  to  the  third  indication,  labor,  if  actually  commenced,  should 
be  encouraged  and  ha.stened,  so  soon  as  the  convulsions  are  at  all  con- 
trolled. Should  the  woman  not  be  at  term,  an  attempt  must  be  made 
to  manage  the  cause  without  the  indnction  of  labor ;  but  the  latter 
Aonld  be  accomplished  when  other  means  fail  to  prevent  the  return  of 
tkt  aeixorea.  For  this  purpose,  pass  a  sponge-tent  into  the  os  uteri, 
tbo  wann  douche  freely  against  this  and  ute  encircling  fibrea  of  the 
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JLSTICLS  I. 

Exparimenttapoii  InflBrior  Animals  to  determine  in  what  INanner  Chlo- 
roform produces  Death. 

[A  Pftpar  rtad  belbr*  the  Ohio  SUto  Medical  Society,  June  8, 1861.] 
ET  H.  OULBKETSOH,   UJ>^  ZANKSTILLK,   OHIO. 

I  appear  before  70a  to-day  for  the  first  time  as  an  Essajist.  In  so 
doing  we  should  be  treating  you  with  great  disrespect,  did  we  not 
sqpologixe  for  the  imperfection  of  the  present  effort ;  as  we  would  also 
do  the  SEobject  great  injustice,  did  we  not  ask  for  it  your  earnest  con- 
ndeimlion. 

In  a  jffoleBsion  like  ours,  where  the  preservation  of  human  ii/e  is  the 
object,  die  smallest  scintillation  of  medical  truth  should  be  re- 
ly and  its  value  most  carefully  determined, 
blinking  that  possibly  we  might  discover  something  by  investiga- 
of  tlie  action  of  chloroform  upon  the  lower  animals,  which  would 
tlie  number  of  deaths  from  this  agent  when  exhibited  to  man, 
hoping  to  show  more  clearly  how  this  anaesthetic  produces  death, 
ia  December,  1857,  these  experiments  were  commenced,  and  finished 
Vol  a  few  weeks  since.  We  are  fully  aware  that  others  of  just  cele- 
hntf  hftve  experimented  with  a  view  to  determine  the  effects  of  this 
wgfud  vpon  the  inferior  animals,  but  these  experiments,  let  their  value 
ho  little  or  much,  are  not  based  upon  the  opinions  or  acts  of  others. 
Thij  hftve  been  made  to  determine  for  ourself  the  effects  of  this  pow- 
erful agent,  without  any  preconceived  ideas  or  opinions.  Allow  me, 
fore,  respectfully  to  ask  your  attention  to  my  aobjeoty  tie.  : 
•*  A  whM  mammr  doe$  Ohlaro/arm  prcduc$  imikt  ** 

IV.- 
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loogs  collapsed,  but  on  artificial  inflation  they  presented  a  natural 
appearance.  The  heart  was  much  distended  on  the  right  side,  some  on 
the  left,  with  dark  fluid  blood.  The  veins  of  the 'stomach,  bowels  and 
spleen  were  engorged.  The  brain  presented  the  same  appearance  as 
in  Case  1,  excepting  that  there  was  a  little  more  serum  around  the 
organ  and  in  the  ventricles  in  Case  1. 

Remarks. — ^This  case  is  similar  in  every  respect  to  the  first,  except 
that  the  lungs  were  not  so  much  engorged,  and  also  in  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  little  less  serum  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  in  Experi- 
ment 2. 

ExFERiXENT  8.  —  A  pig,  four  weeks  old,  was  chloroformed  until 
dead.  A  proper  supply  of  air  was  admitted  during  the  exhibition  of 
tlie  anesthetic.  The  pulsations  of  the  heart  became  more  frequent, 
the  respirations  more  rapid,  and  less  and  less  deep,  then  slower,  (and 
the  heart's  action  also,)  and  stronger.  At  12^  minutes  the  respira- 
tion ceased,  but  the  heart's  action  continued.  The  chloroform  was 
now  removed,  fresh  air  allowed,  and  the  abdominal  walls  pressed  up 
and  back,  and  the  pressure  quickly  removed.  This  process  was  re- 
peated several  times,  when  respiration  began,  slow  at  first,  aided  by 
the  abdominal  pressure,  then  rapid,  then  more  deep  and  slow,  and  at 
nineteen  minutes  the  animal  raised  its  head  and  opened  its  eyes.  The 
chloroform  was  again  administered,  after  which  respiration  gradually 
eeaeed,  and  two  minutes  afterward  the  heart  its  motion.  Muscular 
^asms  of  the  extremities  were  observed,  and  also  the  symptoms  men- 
tioned in  the  two  preceding  cases. 

PoH  Mortem* — Immediately  after  death,  while  opening  the  chest, 
cpnsms  of  the  pectoral  and  intercostal  muscles  were  observed.  The 
longs  were  collapsed  and  nncongested.  On  dividing  the  internal 
jngnlar  after  having  exposed  the  heart,  the  blood  flowed  from  the  right 
Muicle  and  ventricle,  and  the  walls  of  the  former  b^^n  to  contract, 
and  continued  to  act  thus  about  one  minute.  None  of  the  other  walls 
of  the  organ  contracted.  The  heart  was  distended  mostly  on  the 
light  side  with  dark  fluid  blood.  The  surface  and  membrane  of  the 
bimin  were  engorged  with  blood  as  well  as  the  blood  vessels  of  the 
abdominal  organs,  the  latter  to  a  greater  extent  than  those  of  the  other 
oarities  of  the  body. 

Remuarke. — ^That  the  abdomen  should  contain  more  blood  than  the 
otlier  cavities,  and  this  to  an  unnatural  amount,  would  seem  to  point 
to  failara  of  the  heart  as  the  cause  of  death — or  in  other  woida»  I) 
death  here  is  a  form  of  syncope.    But  this  conclusion  most  not 
hattSy  drawn,  as  the  sncceeding  cases  will  dictate.    Tha 
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vinced  that  it  did«  Waiting  one  minnte  to  allow  respiration  to  re- 
oommence,  and  finding  that  it  did  not,  we  pressed  upon  the  abdomen 
as  in  the  last  case,  and  shortly  respiration  began.  We  then  cut  down 
OTer  the  heart  in  an  intercostal  space  to  the  plenra  costalis,  when 
throogb  this  membrane  its  motion  conld  be  distinctly  seen.  Subse- 
quently we  cut  down  over  each  lung  to  the  same  membrane,  but,  unfor- 
tuiately»  penetrated  both  pleural  cavities.  The  right  lung  collapsed, 
because  the  opening  was  so  large.  The  animal  resuscitating,  the  left 
lung  could  be  seen  playing  up  against  the  walls  of  the  chest.  The 
cUoroform  was  now  given  again  for  about  four  minutes,  respiration 
ceaiing  twice,  but  beginning  again  after  the  ansesthetic  was  removed. 
The  third  time  the  agent  was  exhibited,  respiration  ceased,  the  heart 
ooatinuing  to  act  persistently  until  one  and  a  half  minutes  after  the 
famgB  became  quiet. 

Poii  Mortem. — ^Immediately  after  death,  the  lungs  a\  ere  collapsed 
and  oncongested.  The  heart  was  distended  on  the  right  side  with  dark 
fluid  blood.  The  walls  of  the  right  ventricle  contracted  after  division. 
Tbe  laige  veins  of  the  heart  as  usual  distended.  The  other  cavities 
of  tbe  body  not  inspected. 

Memarke, — ^This  case  is  interesting  because  of  the  rapid  cessation  of 
iwpiration,  in  half  a  minute,  and  calls  to  mind  those  instances  where 
death  has  occurred  in  the  human  subject,  after  a  few  inspirations,  ere 
tkt  agent  could  have  traversed  the  rounds  of  the  circulation,  and 
nached  the  brain.  It  is  probable  in  this  case  that  the  chloroform 
nached  tbe  lungs,  and  that  when  it  was  removed,  and  the  stimulus  of 
tha  external  air  allowed,  the  motor-influence  still  continuing  to  be 
MBt  down  from  the  nervous  centres,  they  began  to  act,  and  continued 

do  so  nntil  the  nervous  centres  were  locally  palsied  by  the  agent. 
It  is  plain,  too,  in  this  case,  that  although  the  animal  died  by  the 
ogent*  that  the  irritability  of  the  heart  (right  ventricle)  was  not  en- 
tiidy  lost,  for  when  the  walls  of  that  cavity  were  incised,  the  muscular 
strnctare  began  to  contract  imperfectly  ;  but  nothing  of  this  nature 
WM  observed  in  any  other  part  of  this  organ.  This  would  seem  to 
poini  to  other  organs  as  the  seat  of  the  defect,  and  not  to  local  anns- 
thosia  of  tbe  right  heart,  although  this  organ  must  bo  measurably  be- 
■ambed  by  the  presence  of  the  agent  in  its  cavities.  But  if  the  chlo- 
Toform  enters  the  blood,  then  in  the  natural  course  of  the  circulation 
from  the  longs  to  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  the  left  side  should  be  the 
moat  impressed  with  the  chloroform,  and  therefore  more  dilated  than 
the  right  heart.  Yet  this  does  not  seem  to  be  the  case.  Clo^ 
left  side  are  mot  uncommon,  and  there  is  but  very  litlk  dfli 
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the  blood  is  about  as  dark  as  in  tbc  rigbt  cavities  of  tliis  organ  :  *nJ, 
moreover,  we  have  never  observed  any  mosenlar  motion  of  ihn  Wii 
of  tbe  left  side,  consequently  the  syBtemic  beart  may  bo  moHt  M  (m 
and  thua  lead  to  tbe  death  of  tbe  subject.  But  this  does  not  c 
with  the  fact  that  in  these  experiments  we  have  never  knowu  thah 
to  cease  acting  before  the  lungs,  it  alivayi)  being  tbe  last  organ  IftV 
body  to  ceaee  its  motion.  And  thci'efore  if  it  continue  to  perfota 
duty  when  tbe  lungs  have  failed,  it  can  not  bo  the  organmosttcQ 
It  muMt  be  remembered  that  the  right  side  of  the  he*ri  i§  •!■ 
mnch  dilated  from  (be  effects  of  chloroform,  which  is  common  T 
obstructed  Ittng- circulation  from  other  cauGea.  This  presents  a 
trgument  against  heart-fault,  and  points  rather  to  ibe  Inngi  U 
seat  of  the  defect.  But  if  the  lungs  arc  at  fault,  how  comnt  il  '^ 
they  continued  to  act  after  both  pleural  cavities  had  been  fi]<«i«d - 
How  under  such  circumstances  could  Ibey  overcome  the  atmoaplwit 
pressure,  and  the  auimal  resuscitate  twice  when  the  chlorofom 
removed,  if  the  cessation  of  respiration  was  the  sole  cause  of  il 
And  again,  if  respiration  was  alone  defective,  why  is  it  after  tha^ 
has  become  quiet  tliat  the  lung-actutn  can  not  be  restored  by  ai 
respiration  ?  The  answer  to  these  queries  nonld  se«m  to  be  bvcauw 
Eomo   other   organ   than  these  is  in  some  manner  concerned  in  ^ 

ExPERiMEWT  5. — A  fat  pig  was  chloroformed,  and  in  half  a 
was  insensible.     In  order  to  determine  if  the  Insgs  were  oxpij 
before  the  chest  was  opened,  we  cut  down  to  the  pleura,  but,  n 
nately,  through  the  right  membrane.     Respiration  immediately  bi 
more  rapid.     Goon,  however,  the  breathing  grew  less  quick,  i 
animal  became  more  conscions.     On  catling  down  to  th*  left  pMi 
and  accomplishing  it  without  penetration  of  the  left  thoracic  caTitj. 
tbe  lung  was  seen  fully  expanded.     In  a  few  seconds,  however,  lh> 
animal  was  seen  to  be  dead,  probably  because  too  much  chlor 
had  been  given  where  there  was  but  one  hmg  to  support  life. 

Post  Mortem. — Fifteen  hours  after  death  the  right  lung  w 
ed,  the  left  still  expanded  ;  hut  when  the  left  side  of  tlic  thondv 
opened,  the  long  sank  down  leas  than  nsaal.     The  right  lonf 
pale  and  gave  no  blood  on  incision,  while  the  left  was  dark  r 
considerable  blood  flowed  on  cutting  it.     The  heart  was  largely  ^ 
tended  on  the  right  side,  and  but  little  on  tbe  left.     <^n  Uking  out  tin 
heart  and  lungs  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  lose  a  t^aspoonfot  nf 
ler  and  then  each  separately,  I 


noaphdt      , 

fora^^H 

>fii^H 

tha^H 
artifiS 

lebvcauw 
3d  ili_^ii 

''W 

e  CTitj. 
wevtt,tit 

long^H 

-  '^'^H 

rgely  ^^ 


low  it 


;  was  the  result : 


il.J         OiTi,BEBT80K— ^oi*  Chloroform  producit  Death.  655 

(bt  of  H«art 1800  gn.  I  Weight  qf  Heart  lo  haagt H  lo  6 

"     Lpfl  Lung 1820  gre,         "         "        "     l*lt  Limg  ....  6  l<i  II 

"     Eight  Lung 1680  gra.         "        "        "     Righl  Lung.  15  lo  U 

'•     Heart  and  Lungs.  4800  grs.  |      "        "  RigbtloUft  Lung.  14  loll 

JTr  notice  in  this  ease  that  when  the  right  pleurnl  cavity  was  npcn- 
thc  same  pbeaomcnon  occurred  as  in  Oase  4,  via.,  increase  of  ron- 
HiBnme.  Can  this  be  thp  resnlt  of  mors  blfiod  being  thrown  hack 
ID  tbo  heart  in  a  given  time,  prodnring  greater  energy  in  its  eon- 
tion.  by  etinnlajt  of  dislotiaiun,  and  titerefore  more  blood  cast  upon 
brain  ?  or  is  the  effect  due  to  mere  nervous  impression  from  the 
1  air  in  the  chest,  acting  here  aa  does  cohl  water  when  applied  to 
face  to  restore  from  the  aniesthetic  state  ?  Which  of  those  qneries 
corre>ct,  we  can  not  state.  Il  is  doubtful,  too.  if  the  fact  of  the  oc- 
rvDce  will  prove  of  any  practical  valoe, 

ExPicniKENT  6. — A  pig.  four  months  old,  was  chlorurormed,  and  in 
r  a  minute  was  insensible.  On  cutUng  down  to  the  right  plenra 
hont  dividing  the  membrane,  the  lung  could  l<e  seen  inflalod  and 
iring  beneath.  The  aniesthetic  was  again  given  until  the  longs 
led  to  act.  The  heart  continued  to  act  one  minute  after  respiration 
1  ceajHid.  iVs  is  UBual,  the  respiration  and  motlun  of  the  heart 
■me  moru  and  more  rapid  before  death. 

pMf  J/ortrm. — Lungs  parlially  collapsed.  Tleart  distcndiid  with 
It  fluid  blood.  Fifteen  hours  later  the  lungs  were  still  more  col- 
wd  than  at  the  time  of  death.  The  heart  and  lungs  were  then 
oved  and  weighed  aa  in  the  previous  case,  and  the  following  is 
ncolt: 

|ht  of  Heart »  1110  gra.  I  Weight  of  Heart  lo  Lungs 1  lo  'i 

•*     Left  Lung -.    930gra.        '■        '■        "     Left  Lung..  10  lo  IS 

••     UsbtLaDi. 1260  gn.         "        "        "     Kigbil.ung.  19  loSI 

*■     Lnnpanillleart.  OSOOgra.  I      "        •■  Right  toUflLung.  l^l  lo  lU 

lotk  limga  Boat  on  water,  the  left  the  highest.  On  incision  and 
mra,  mors  blood  Sowed  from  the  left  than  the  right  lung,  but 
I  «ry  little  from  either ;  which  may  be  accounted  for,  from  the 
lis  of  the  right  vcnlriule  having  been  inciiiad  soon  after  death,  per- 
king the  blootl  to  flow  from  the  heart  and  large  blood  vessels,  and 
■  ptirTenting  the  accumnlaiion  of  blood  in  the  lungs. 
'.  ahonlii  here  state  that  the  animals  experimented  upon  In  Case  & 
1 6,  both  weighed  the  same  amount. 

axparuneut  closely  resembles  the  previous  one  in  the  time 
isary  to  indnre  anKsthesia,  and  the  period  when  the  post  mortem 
niado,  viz. :  tifteen  hours  after  death.  But  the  great  difference  in 
■TO  cases  in,  that  in  the  last  the  right  vvnlricltt  was  oponed  imme- 
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le!y  after  death,  which  was  not  done  in  Experiment 

irs  after  the  cessation  of  life.     It  is,  therefore,  pUii 

I  Innga  shocld  weigh  most  in  Case  5,  which  we  find 

ThuN  the>eight  of  the  heart  in  Case  5  is  1800  grs.,  and  in  Cu«8il 

is  1110  gru.,  ft  difference  of  G90  grs.,  tost  hy  incision  of  the  light 

Tentricle  in  Case  6.     Again,  this  difference  may  he  further  shown  bj 

Qomparing  the  weight  of  the  lungs.     Thus  in  Case  5,  the  weight  of  lb 

kft  lung  is  1320  gn.,  and  in  Case  6. 030  grs.,  a  difference  of  S90  gn. 

I    The  right  lung  in  Case  5  weighed  1680  grs.,  and  in  Cose  G  1260  go, 

'  ft  diversity  of  420  grs.     Thus  considered,  the  whole  difference  in^ 

eight  of  these  organs  is  1520  grs.     Is  this  from  the  incision  of. 

wrt,  or  is  it  because  the  capillary  action  was  cut  off  in  Cue  6, 

I  preventing  the  flow  of  blood  into  the  lungs  ? 

To  detennine  this,  notice,  if  you  please,  that  690  grs.  are  lost 
I  the  heart  in  Case  6,  390  grs.  from  the  left,  and  420  grs.  from  the 
I  lung,  consequently  most  of  the  blood  is  lost  from  the  heart. 
1  seems  clear,  however,  that  the  amount  of  tlie  blood  in  the  Ini 
I  either  of  these  cases  conld  not  have  produced  death ;  for  on 
I  fug  the  weight  of  the  body  in  both  cases  (abont  10  lbs.)  with 
I  InngR,  the  latter  will  be  found  comparatively  light.  It  would  tatbn 
I  BOem  that  the  blood  is  nnoqually  distributed  between  the  heart  and 
\  lungs,  the  heart  containing  the  largest  relative  quantity, 

Experiment  7. — A  puppy,  six  weeks  old,  weighing  2  lbs.  9^  oi. 
Troy,  was  chloroformed  as  usual.     It  continued  to  brt<atlic  aftiir  thf 
y  Uiffisthetic  had  been  administered  five  minutes,  when  the  Agent 
J  removed.     In  four  minutes  more  the  animal  resuscitated  and 
f  I^ie    chloroform    wrh  again  given,  and  in  five  minutes  respi 

led,  and  in  two  and  a  half  minutes  later,  sixteen  and  a  half 
I  from  the  commencement  of  the  experiment,  the  heart  waa 

Post  Mortem.  —  Immediately  after  death,  on  looking  through  tha 
1  pleura  costalis,  both  lungs  could  be  seen  infiated.  On  opening  tbt 
|.  pleural  cavities,  both  lungs  collapsed,  and  they  wpro  pale  in  cJor, 
I  crepitated  but  little,  and  no  blood  flowed  from  them  on  incision.  Tbi 
V  beart  was  most  distended  on  the  right  side. 

I  Teight  of  Body 16,980  grs,  I  Weight  of  Right  Lunf IGOp*. 

I      "         "  Heart 210  grs.  |      "         "  LeaLung Ut)p«. 

■  Weight  of  Body  to  Ueart 70  tg  1  I  Weighlof  Heart  lo  Langs Twl 

"  "  "  Heart  h.  Lungs  69  to  1  "  "  "  Left  Lunp...  T  w  4 
"  "  "  Bight  Lung..  10«  to  1  "  "  "  Right  Lsag.  7  toS 
"         "      "    Left  Lung  ....  183  to  1  |      "         "  Hight  to  Loa  Lung  ...  i  In  t 


barij^H 


This  case  may  bo  compared  to  Case  5  b 
in  Case  6  the  lungs  weigh  more  than  ir 


ith  some  propriety.    ThM 
Case  7  by  960  gr 
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tbiiigs  conaideredy  this  shows  a  little  congestion  in  the  fonner  case. 
Tliui  may  he  fnither  shown  hy  comparing  the  leUtive  weight  of  the 
heart  to  the  Inngs  in  the  two  cases.  Thus :  In  Case  7  the  relative 
diffareBoe  in  the  weight  of  heart  and  lunge  is  two-ninths.  In  Case  5 
the  difference  is  two-fifths,  which  is  a  relative  difierenoe  of  T^ths 
greater  we^t  in  the  heart  and  Inngs  of  Case  5. 

Bui  as  we  do  not  know  the  weight  of  the  body  in  Case  5»  we  can 
not  compare  this  with  Case  7  correctly.  If  the  Inngs  in  Case  7  con- 
tained relatively  less  blood,  capillary  action  conld  not  have  had  mnch 
inftnence  on  the  quantity,  else  it  woold  have  been  greater,  at  least 
pn^MMtionately  equal,  to  the  amount  in  the  lungs  of  Case  5.  Thia 
di£Eerenoe  will  be  borne  in  mind  in  the  consideration  of  the  subsequent 


EzFKBDfBST  8. — A  puppy,  six  weeks  old,  which  weighed  2  lbs.  9j^ 
oc.,  was  diloroformed  by  the  lungs.  At  two  and  a  half  minutes^ 
respiration  ceased,  and  one  and  a  half  minutes  later  the  heart  was 
qiueeoent.  When  respiration  ended  the  chloroform  was  removed,  and 
•eff«ral  very  shallow  inspirations  were  observed^  after  which  death 


PiM  JfoflMii.— Immediately  after  death,  the  lungs  were  inflated 
nlil  the  chest  was  opened,  when  they  were  seen  to  be  collapsed,  hot 
mot  ao  much  shrunken  ak  in  the  previous  case.  Their  color  was  pink 
rad.  On  incising  the  right  lung,  frothy  mucus  very  freely  flowed^ 
hot  little  blood  appearing,  yet  more  than  was  observed  in  Case  7. 
By  cutting  the  left  lung,  a  little  mucus  appeared,  and  much  dark 
Uood.  The  heart  and  large  pulmonary  vessels  were  much  distended. 
Tke  Uood  seemed  to  be  more  equally  divided  between  the  heart  and 
hmgs  than  in  the  other  cases.    The  brain  was  but  little  engorged. 

WeiglitofBody 15,980  grs.  I  Weight  of  Right  Long 860  grs. 

~      t  Longs..      9aOgrs.|      "        "«  Left  Long 
Weight  of  Heart 860  grains. 


**        ««  Heart  AjAngs..      960  grs.  |      <<        "«  Left  Long 240  grs. 

rht  of 


Wgt  of  Body  to  Heart  &  Lungs,  16  to  1 

«  "         Left  Ling 66  to  1 

**          **         Right  Lung....  44  to  1 
"  "         Heart 44tol 


Weight  of  Heart  to  Lungs 8  to  6 

"  "  "  Left  Lung  ...  8  to  2 
<<  "  '«  RightLung..  1  tol 
"        »  Right  to  Left  Lung...  8  to  2 

lliis  case  is  interesting,  as  the  weight  of  the  body  is  the  same  as  in 
Caae  7,  and  also  in  the  fact  that,  as  the  former  required  bat  four 
minutes  and  the  latter  sixteen  and  a  half  before  the  heart  ceased  its 
motion,  we  should  expect  to  find  the  lungs  more  heavy  in  Case  7, 
b^caaae  the  heart  longer  continued  to  cast  blood  into  these  organs. 
Tet  this  would  not  seem  to  be  the  case,  judging  from  the  pale  red  ap- 
aad  collapsed  state  of  the  respiratory  oqpaaa  f  nt 
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ftf  ibo  n»tnrnl  circolntion  repembling  tli«t  which  exisls  during  Ufo  ; 
M>  ihkt  the  ririMiUtnr3r  state  of  tho  heart  ami  Inngs  prtxluoed  hy  clilo- 
Tofurming,  in«y  bo  compnred  with  the  former,  and  thereby  a  tniUiiiil 
concIuHJon  draAm  an  lo  the  latter. 

3t  vUl  be  noticed  that  rvapiration  oeA!«d  before  Ihe  hcnrt'i  action, 
tnd  tliat  the  InngB  were  pale,  oolUpsei],  and  abeolotely,  bnt  not  rela- 
tively, lighter  than  in  Case  7.  Thns  it  is  Hear  that  there  conid  havo 
been  bnt  very  little  congestion  of  the  ItmgR  in  this  case,  atthougli  some 
blood  doweil  from  them  on  incieion.  Thie  will  be  seen  more  plainFy 
bf  reftranra  to  the  ^gnrcs.  Thus,  the  weight  of  the  body  to  the 
b«Tt  and  lungB  in  Case  7  is  as  59  to  1,  aad  in  Case  0  as  Sl>  to  1,  a 
nlative  difference  of  (fth  greater  neight  in  the  lungs  and  heart  of 
CsM  9.  If  this  proportion  be  reduced  to  grains,  it  wil  lie  found  that 
the  b«art  and  lnng«  in  Case  9  aiw  pnijiortionally  foHy-»ix  grain* 
nor«  heary  than  those  of  Case  7.  This  doM  not  indicate  much 
eoogeation  of  the  lungs  in  Case  9.  Conse^iiiently  congestion  could  not 
bsTC  been  the  canse  of  death  tn  cither  of  these  cases.  Keeping  tliis 
in  Tien,  we  again  refer  to  Case  7.  Hero  the  pali>y  began  locnlly  at 
tlw  aflimnt  exttvmitiM  of  theexcitor  norres  of  tlie  lungs  and  heart, 
•nd  the  agent  traveling  by  circnlation,  was  finished  npon  the  meilolla 
locally ;  while  in  Case  9  It  began  and  ended  at  tlie  me'luHa.  The 
potency  of  the  pithing  in  inducing  etntritat  ptlty  arciunt*  for  the 
nptd  ileath  in  Case  9,  and  ihe  indirect  circulatory  conneetion  between 
Um  be«it  and  longs,  and  medulla,  for  the  long  time  necessary  to  pro- 
dBM  death  in  Cave  7. 

llii*  caac  may  be  comparetl  to  Case  R  witli  propriety.  It  will  then 
be  fonnd  that  the  heart  and  Inngs,  in  proportion  to  the  weight  of 
body,  an  mom  heavy  in  Case  8  by  H^H  grs. ;  conseqaenlly  the  Inngs 
in  OMa  9  most  be  onnsnally  light,  or  in  Cue  8  mnch  congested.  We 
kani  by  the  snbsetinent  experiments,  that  they  are  mnch  oongealod  in 
Cub  8,  and  that  in  Cane  9  they  are  nearly  natural  aa  to  the  amonnt 
of  blcMtd  in  them.  It  wilt  lie  remembered  that  the  Innge  (n  Caw  7 
are  lighter  than  those  nf  any  other  in  which  the  chloroform  woa  ad- 
niniotenid  hy  the  InngR,  and  therefore  this  will  be  a  safe  vxperifflent 
lo  draw  conclasionn  from  as  to  the  effect  of  the  agent  upon  the  recpi- 
moty  organs,  whert^  there  i*  no  congestion  of  the  same. 

Again  lo  refer  to  Case  7  and  9,  wo  may  notice  that  the  ttmgi  tn 
iha  heaviael  in  Com  7,  and  that  the  heart  with  ita  blood  wei|;ha  mon 
tbu  in  Caae  9  by  60  gn.,  and  tn  pruportion  lo  th«  weight  of  the 

idy,  a  dtfhiciK*  of  46  gr*.  greater  wnglit  in  the  heart  of  Case  9  is 
The  DHToita  infloenoo  atnt  down  ftom  tbs  nudnlla  to  the 
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I  And  more  nlTected,  natil  when  it  eeAsed  the  Animal  wab  appa- 
randjr  comiiloso. 

PoU  J/orMn. — Immediately  after  death,  the  brain  and  its  tnem- 
fanitea  were  bright  red  on  the  right  side,  the  color  being  deepest  in  the 
cortical  stroclure.  The  left  brain  and  membrane  were  pale.  The 
TcntricliT  cnntainod  bnl  little  senira,  and  the  i-odnegs  above  mentioned 
was  very  Taint  in  the  region  of  the  eorpns  talloanm.  The  chloroform 
had  scarljr  all  disappeared  from  aronnd  the  medulla.  The  Inngs  were 
ntpanded  until  the  chest  was  opened,  when  they  collnpscd.  On  incis' 
iag  the  left,  blood  flowed  freely,  and  also  mncus  on  pressure,  but  there 
ma  no  crepitation.  The  riglit  lung  did  not  show  so  much  l>tood  on 
WCtion  u  the  left,  yet  moro  than  is  generally  seen  from  chloroforming 
by  the  lungs,  hnt  still  no  greater  than  the  quantity  in  Case  8.  This 
hng  did  not  crepitate,  nor  did  it  contain  but  very  little  mnciiit.  Both 
gf  tbaae  organs  were  mottled  and  bright  red  in  color.     The  heart  wax 

t  dUtended. 


■iti-ef  BodjloK*>rt&Luiie»,  34  to  1  I  Weiglit  of  IteBritoLuiiEi 0  tell 

■  ■*  Left  Lung I2fl  lo  I         ■'        ■'        "        L*fl  Lung..  13  to  7 

Bighi  LuDg...  120  t«  1        "       "       "       Right  Lnng,  H  lo  S 
Heart 74  (o  1  [      "        "  Righlto  Lett  Lung...  8  to  11 

1  It  will  bo  noticed  that  the  heart  was  not  distended,  hut  merely  fnll, 
m  blood  having  accumulated  to  a  greater  amonni  in  the  lungs.  The 
it  of  this  experiment  was  to  determine  if  the  ehlornform  by  being 
rpliod  locally  to  the  mednlla  would  prolnce  ancesthosia  of  this  organ, 
m1  thus  indnco  death  of  the  entire  system  ;  and  also  to  observe  if  the 
>  of  this  agent  so  applied  aro  similar  to  those  resulting  from  chlo- 
rofonaing  by  the  lungs.  That  tho  smesthHic  did  not  injnriontly  com- 
preaa  the  medulla  wu  are  quite  certain.  This  would  spcmto  bo  proven 
by  th«  fact  tliat  tliero  was  hnt  little  chloroform  foimtl  around  the 
nttdnlU  after  death,  gome  of  it,  therefore,  must  have  passed  down 
botwven  tho  spinal  cord  and  membrane,  locally  improBsing  this  nervona 
CBBtie.  It  is  also  probable  that  all  of  tltu  chloroform  introduced  into 
dM  «Tring«  was  not  injected. 

If  m  eompan*  lhi«  ease  to  Case  8,  it  will  bo  found  that  in  propor- 
tiOB  to  tJie  weight  of  the  botly,  the  heart  and  lungs  In  Case  S  am  49& 
gn.  the  heaviest.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Case  ^  showed  much 
eoogeation  of  the  lungs.  If,  however,  wo  contrast  tho  weight  of  these 
Ofgwu  to  the  body  in  thta  and  Case  7,  we  ftud  they  arc  mora  bnary  in 
C—e  7  hy  18  gm.,  which  is  hut  a  sraall  diiTonmce.  Coropsrison  of 
^^Pmh  6  and  10  show  that  the  local  effect  of  tlio  annstholic  upon  the 
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congested,  affording  both  mocns  and  blood  on  section.    Both  longs 

were  expanded  nntil  the  chest  was  opened,  when  both  collapsed,  bnt 

not  so  mnch  as  is  nsnal. 

Weight  of  Body 28,480  grs.  I  Weight  of  Right  Long 540  grs. 

^        *<  Heart 780gr8.|      <«        '<  Left  Lung 890  grs. 


Wgt  of  Body  to  Heart  &  Langs,  14  to  1 

•*  *«         Heart 80  to  1 

"  "         Left  Lung 60  to  1 


Weight  of  Heart  to  Lungs 10  to  18 

"        «*        "       Left  Lung.   2  to    1 
"        "        «•       Right  Lung  26  to  17 


«  «         Bight  Lung ....  46  to  1  j      "        "  Bight  to  Left  Lung,  17  to  18 

If  we  compare  the  relative  weight  of  the  body  to  the  heart  and 
lungs  in  this  case  with  that  of  Case  8,  in  which  latter  there  was  con- 
siderable congestion  of  the  Inngs,  we  find  a  marked  dissimilarity. 
Thas  in  Case  11,  the  relation  is  as  14  to  1,  and  in  Case  8  it  is  as  16 
to  1 ;  the  luDgs  and  heart  of  the  former  weighing  relative  to  the 
weight  of  the  body  278  grs.  the  most ;  the  congestion  being  positive- 
ly and  relatively  the  greatest  in  Case  11.  As  compared  to  Case  10, 
in  which  there  was  hot  little  relative  congestion  of  the  respiratory 
organs,  the  difference  in  proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  body  is  995 
grs.  more  weight  in  the  heart  and  langs  of  Case  11 ;  while  in  Case  7, 
wliere  there  was  no  congestion  of  the  longs,  the  diffsrence  is  a  little 
leas,  being  977  gn.  greater  weight  in  these  organs  in  Case  11,  a  dis- 
similarity which  does  not  seem  to  indicate  a  uniform  mode  of  death. 
Now  Case  10  was  one  of  palsy  of  the  medulla,  and  Case  11  of  con- 
gestion of  the  longs.  Again,  we  have  shown  that  Case  7  is  paralytic 
in  character,  and  the  great  proportional  difference  in  the  weight  of  the 
limgs  and  heart  in  this  as  compared  to  those  of  Case  11,  would  show 
the  latter  congestive  in  character. 

If  we  compare  the  difference  in  the  weights  of  the  heart  and  longs 
in  Cases  11,  10,  8,  7  and  5,  the  comparison  is  still  marked,  thoogfa 
not  so  reliable.  Thos  in  Case  11  it  is  120 ;  in  10,  150 ;  in  8,  60  ;  in 
7,  240 ;  in  5, 1200  grs.  It  will  be  easily  seen  from  this  caloolation 
that  as  congestion  increases  in  the  chest  from  the  effect  of  chloroform, 
the  longs  and  heart  approach  in  weight ;  conseqoently  the  less  the 
fonction  of  respiration  is  disturbed,  the  less  is  the  action  of  the  heart 
interfered  with  by  chloroforming,  and  therefore  the  more  desirable  is 
the  action  of  the  anarothetic.  This  also  establishes  the  relation  of  re- 
ciprocity, already  stated  between  the  heart  and  longs,  and  leads  to  die 
condosion  that  they  are  a  circulatory  unit. 

It  is  most  probable  that  this  is  a  case  of  death  from  obstruction  of 
the  heart  by  heart-clots,  and  consequent  congestion  of  the  lungs. 
Local  piilsy  of  the  heart  probably  had  not  much  influence,  as  this  organ 
eontinned  its  action  after  the  longs  had  ceased.    That  the  shock  of  the 
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PoHMoftem — ^Two  hours  after  death :  the  brain  was  congested  most 
in  the  cortical  portion.  The  sinuses  were  full  of  dark  blood,  but  there 
was  no  effusion.  The  stomach  was  empty,  excepting  that  it  was  dis- 
tended with  gas.  The  stomach  and  bowels  were  traversed  with  fine 
red  ressels,  but  the  general  appearance  of  the  lining  membrane  was 
pale.  The  color  of  the  liver  was  dark  red.  The  lungs  were  unool- 
lapsed  until  the  chest  was  opened.  The  right  was  dark,  the  left  light 
ted.  The  right  on  incbion  gave  very  little  blood  and  mucus  ;  the  left 
blood  and  mucus  freely,  and  crepitated  more  than  the  right.  The 
heart  and  large  blood  vessels  were  greatly  distended  with  dark  fluid 
blood. 

Weight  of  Body 96,980  grs.  I  Weight  of  Right  Lung 1280  grs. 

*<        «  Heart...... 1800  grs.  |      "       *<  Left  Long 840  grs. 

Weight  of  Heart  and  Lungs 8946  grs. 


WgCof  Body  to  Heart  At  Langs,  24  to  1 

"  •'         Heart 69  to  1 

"  «        Right  Lnng...    78tol 

u  u        Left  Lung.....   14  to  1 


Weight  of  Heart  to  Lungs ....^  10  to  17 
"  "  "  Left  Long.,.  16  to  7 
"  «<  «  Right  Lung..  8  to  2 
"<        *<  Right  to  Left  Lung...  10  to  7 


If  we  take  the  ratio  of  die  weight  of  the  body  to  the  heart  and 
loBgB»  in  the  several  preceding  cases,  we  find  the  following  expression, 
thus  :  In  Case  12  it  is  as  24  to  1 ;  Case  11,  as  14  to  1 ;  Case  10,  as 
M  to  1 ;  Case  9,  as  30  to  1 ;  Case  8,  as  16  to  1 ;  Case  7,  as  59  to  1. 

Tlien  the  difference  between  Case  12  and  the  others  mentioned  in 
tke  hwl  Uble  is  as  24  to  14,  to  84,  to  80,  to  16,  to  59 ;  a  large 
div«rnty,  which  certainly  indicates  that  death  could  not  have  occurred 
in  Ae  same  manner  in  each  case.  If  Case  7  is  the  usual  manner  in 
which  death  occurs  from  chloroform,  then  all  the  others  mentioned  cmi 
not  be  like  it.  Then  if  Case  7  be  taken  as  the  standard,  the  diffinrence 
it  as  follows :  In  Case  12,  }}th  more  heavy  ;  Case  11,  ^f  th  ;  Caee 
10,  ||th  ;  Case  9,  H^^  :  Case  8,  ^Hh. 

The  ratio  then  sUnds  85,  45,  25,  29  and  48.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
by  Aese  calculations  that  Cases  11  and  8  show  most  congestion  of  the 
lieart  and  lungs,  and  Case  12  next  in  this  respect.  Now  in  Case  8» 
die  anssthetic  was  given  by  the  lungs,  in  11  it  was  thrown  into  the 
heart,  and  in  12  into  the  stomach,  and  if  you  remember,  all  showed 
■meh  congestion  of  the  heart  and  lungs.  But  Cases  9  and  10  do  not 
present  so  much  congestion  of  the  heart  and  lungs  as  those  last  mea- 
tiooed,  and  resemble  more  Case  7,  in  which  the  agent  was  inhaled. 
Cam  9  was  destroyed  by  pithing,  and  10  by  throwing  the  chloroform 
mpowL  the  medulla,  the  same  organ  being  acted  upon  to  induce  death, 
mad  the  result  being  similar,  vis. :  but  very  little  congestion  of  the 
nr.— 42. 
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Inngs.    The  amount  of  blood  in  the  heart  in  tlie  last  two  mentioned 
cases  was  much  less  than  in  this  oiigan  in  experiments  11,  8  and  12. 

From  these  considerations  we  may  draw  the  conclnsion  that  mon 
or  less  congestion  of  the  Inngs  was  induced  in  these  six  cases,  tad 
that  as  the  agent  was  introduced  into  the  lungs  or  heart  direct,  tk 
amount  of  congestion  increased  as  the  time  required  to  destroy  Ae 
animal  decreased.  Thus  in  Case  7,  t  he  anima  was  chloroformed  bj 
lungs,  and  over  sixteen  minutes  elapsed  before  death  occurred,  and  no 
congestion  of  lungs  was  observed  ;  while  in  Case  8,  an  animal  of  tbe 
same  weight  and  chloroformed  in  the  same  manner,  died  in  four 
minutes,  presenting  marked  congestion  of  the  lungs. 

In  Case  12  the  blood  must  have  contained  mucb  chloroform,  bat 
a  long  time  was  required  ere  it  could  pass  into  the  circulation,  and 
locally  impress  the  medulla. 

Again,  to  refer  to  Cases  8  and  7,  it  will  be  remembered  that  tiie 
difference  in  the  relative  weight  of  the  body  to  the  heart  and  lungs  in 
the  two  cases  is  ^}th  greater  heft  of  the  latter  organ  in  Case  8.  This 
b  a  marked  diversity,  and  must  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  chlorofonn 
applied  by  inhalation  may  affect  the  lungs  in  two  ways,  viz.,  by  con- 
gestion and  by  paralysis.  This  may  be  farther  shown  by  simple  in- 
spection of  the  lungs  in  Cases  1,  2,  3  and  4.  In  the  1st,  they  wcR 
congested  in  some  parts  ;  and  in  the  2d,  3d  and  4th,  there  was  no  eon- 
gestion.  In  every  one  of  these  cases,  however,  the  lungs  were  moxe  or 
less  collapsed,  the  blood  being  concentrated  into  less  space,  thus  show 
ing  a  want  of  energy  in  the  heart.  £ach  case,  too,  developed  an  ex- 
panded lung  until  the  chest  was  opened. 

Case  9  illastrates  both  of  these  facts.  The  collapse  of  lungs  aftv 
the  chest  is  opened  is  not  peculiar  to  these  cases,  bat  probably  wiU 
take  place  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  after  any  form  of  deatb.  But  bow 
can  the  same  agent  at  one  time  produce  congestion  and  agtia 
paralysis  ?  This  we  can  not  answer  satisfactorily.  It  may  be  that  it 
is  produced  from  the  chloroforming  being  performed  more  gradually  in 
the  case  of  paralysis,  it  acting  as  an  irritant  when  profusely  given, 
cutting  off  the  external  air,  and  congestion  i-esulting  as  it  would  from 
exclusion  of  air  from  the  lungs  by«any  other  cause.  Physical  pecu- 
liarities may  aid  this  to  a  great  extent,  but  of  this  we  know  but  littk 
in  the  inferior  animals.  But  although  we  can  offer  no  other  explana- 
tion which  will  harmonize  these  two  dissimilar  conditions,  yet  the  &ct* 
are  before  us  to  prove  the  reality,  and  by  these  sbould  we  be  govenad. 

In  what  manner  is  the  brain  influenced  by  this  anadsthetic  ? 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  all  these  experiments  insensibility  gener 
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ermlly  lesnlted  within  two  and  often  in  less  time  than  half  a  minnte  ; 
in  fact,  as  soon  as  the  agent  could  traverse  the  circnlation,  and  locally 
ehlorofonn  the  sensorium.  That  chloroform  may  prodooe  an  over- 
whelming and  prostrating  infloence  through  the  medium  of  the  nervons 
•jstem,  we  have  no  douht ;  but  that  this  is  transient  and  quite  different 
from  the  peculiar  sedative  action  which  it  produces  on  the  sensory 
ganglia  we  can  have  no  doubt.  The  agent  must  enter  the  blood  to 
prodnce  its  proper  effect.  This  is  shown  in  Case  12,  where  several 
times  the  animal  was  unconscious  for  a  few  seconds.  The  true  effect, 
however,  of  the  agent  did  not  ensue  for  a  long  time,  because  the 
aasBsthetic  passed  so  slowly  through  the  stomach  into  the  circulation, 
and  thus  so  tardily  reached  the  sensory  ganglia.  That  the  chloroform 
enters  the  circulation  is  proven  by  its  eminating  from  all  parts  of  the 
body,  and  by  the  dark  fluid  state  of  the  blood  observed  after  its  exhi- 
bition. It  would  seem,  too,  that  such  a  subtile  agent  would  be  likely 
to  enter  at  the  lungs. 

I  do  not  propose  to  waste  your  time  by  considering  the  experiments 
of  otbars  which  positively  determine  by  chemical  analysis  the  presence 
of  this  anesthetic  in  the  blood. 

Urns  far,  these  experiments  have  been  instituted  to  determine  in  what 
aamnner  chloroform  produces  death.  The  subsequent  cases  are  designed 
to  discover  to  what  extent  chloroforming  may  be  carried  and  the  animal 
bo  veotored,  and  also  to  ascertain  if  there  is  any  resuscitating  agent. 

ExPBRniKMT  13. — A  dog,  three  years  old,  was  chloroformed  by  the 
langa  until  the  heart  ceased  to  beat.  Artificial  respiration  was  then 
performed  by  pressing  up  the  diaphragm  through  the  medium  of  the 
sbdominal  walls,  and  alternating  this  with  compression  of  the  sides  of 
tbo  cheaL  This  was  continued  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  but 
the  heart  did  not  react,  and  the  animal  was  not  restored. 

EzFBRDnBirr  14. — ^To  determine  the  same  point  by  the  aid  of  artifi- 
cial respiration  and  galvanism. 

A  strong  dog,  one  year  old,  was  chloroformed  as  usual,  until  the 
keart  ceased  to  beat.  One  pole  of  the  battery  was  placed  over  the 
aodnlla  oblongata,  and  the  other  over  the  apex  of  the  heart,  and  op- 
poatle  the  diaphragm.  Artificial  respiration  was  carried  on  at  the 
■ame  time.  Although  muscular  contractions  resulted,  the  heart  did 
not  nact,  and  the  anima^was  not  restored. 

tHT  15. — ^To  determine  the  above  point  by  inflation  of  the 
with  air  from  a  pair  of  bellows,  the  trachea  being  divided  and 
the  nosale  of  the  instrument  introduced  and  securely  tied.     Expira^ 
promoted  by  pressing  down  the  valve  of  the  bellows. 
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•w&oOy  for  this  ifl  benambed  by  the  local  action  of  the  chloroform. 
80  to  be  efiectiuJy  the  excitant  mnst  enter  the  circulation,  and  impress 
looallj  the  medolla. 

Again,  if  the  agent  could  pass  through  the  systemic  circulation,  the 
oUorofonn  would  flow  with  it  and  neutralize  any  vivifying  influence 
which  the  excitant  might  have  upon  the  medulla.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  restoration  is  almost  impossible  after  the  anaesthetic  has  so 
fiar  impressed  the  medulla  as  to  cause  the  heart  to  cease  its  motion. 

It  is  plain  from  this  and  several  other  of  these  cases,  that  restora- 
tion may  take  place,  by  artificial  respiration,  by  the  aid  of  abdominal 
yranmre,  the  bellows,  or  oxygen,  and  even  the  mere  removal  of  the 
M»athetio,  before  the  heart  has  oeaaed  its  motion  and  after  respiration 
kM  ceased  ;  but  not  after  the  heart  has  become  quiescent. 

I  may  here  refer  to  the  opinion  of  Prof  Dalton,  of  New  York  city, 
wlio  ia  certainly  one  of  the  greatest  of  physiological  experimenters. 
Be  maintains  that  resuscitation  from  chloroforming  can  not  take  place 
after  the  heart  has  ceased  to  beat. 

In  these  several  cases  the  pulmonic  circulation  seems  to  be  primarily 
aftcted.  This  can  not  take  place  through  this  circulation,  as  it  is 
impossible  for  the  chloroform  to  pass  backwards  to  the  right  side  of 
the  heart,  but  it  may  proceed  to  the  left  side.  Consequently  it  must 
piodiice  its  sedative  agency  first  upon  the  left  heart.  If,  however,  the 
•olion  of  the  heart  continues  long  enough,  which  it  generally  does,  the 
dJoroform  may  locally  reach  the  medulla  through  the  circulation. 
(It  occars  to  me  on  looking  over  this  article,  that  the  chloroform  may 
tmproM  the  heart  by  entering  the  coronary  arteries,  and  locally 
baniunb  the  motor  nerves  of  the  organ.)  The  lungs,  too,  may  become 
eoDic^sted  from  the  presence  of  carbon  and  absence  of  oxygen.  The 
ia  arrested  in  its  motion  on  the  left  side  by  the  local  paralyzing 
of  the  agent,  as  well  as  that  upon  the  medulla  ;  and  on  the  right 
side  by  paralysis,  and  distention  of  the  cavities,  the  two  causes  pre- 
vmting  contraction. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Prof.  Dalton  that  death  by  chloroform  takes 
place  from  palsy  of  the  heart,  and  he  bases  his  conclusion  upon  the 
(aet  that  the  heart  continues  to  act  for  some  time  after  respiration  has 
CMaad,  aad  the  chest  has  been  opened  and  lungs  exposed,  so  as  effectu- 
aOy  to  arrest  breathing.  In  thiH  opinion  we  can  not  agree  with  this 
able  authority.  It  has  always  appeared  to  us  that  as  the  lungs  have 
ioTariably  failed  first,  that  therefore  theee  should  be  the  weaker  organs, 
aad  the  morbid  process  begin  here  ;  and,  moreover,  we  have  seen  that 
vhen  the  action  of  these  have  been  restored,  that  coaaciontnesi  was 
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Gonclubion  2d :  That  rapid  chlorofonning  does  not  always  prodnce 
congestion  of  the  lungs. 

Condnsion  3d  :  That  when  congestion  of  the  long^  does  result,  it 
is  sometimes  greater^in  one  than  in  the  other,  and  often  present  in  one 
and  ahseot  in  the  other. 

Conclusion  4th  :  That  collapsing  of  the  lungs  in  these  cases  occurred 
in  every  instance  inversely  as  congestion  was  more  or  less  marked. 

Conclusion  5th  :  That  we  can  ofifer  no  satisfactory  explanation  why 
chloroform  should  sometimes  produce  congestion  of  the  lungs  and 
heart,  and  again  paralysis  of  these  organs  ;  save  that  it  may  result 
from  heing  too  profusely  or  rapidly  given.  Consequently,  to  obtain 
the  safest  effect  of  the  agent,  it  should  be  slowly  exhibited,  and  a  large 
proportional  supply  of  fresh  air  admitted,  that  respiration  may  be  un- 
arrested and  insensibility  gradually  induced,  by  the  agent  passing 
throagh  the  circulation  and  reaching  the  sensorium. 

Conclusion  6th :  That  the  chloroform  enters  the  circulation  and 
pnrsnes  the  natural  course  of  that  system,  and  therefore  it  can  not 
travel  from  the  lungs  to  the  right  auricle,  but  must  course  from  the 
right  heart  to  the  lungs  after  it  has  passed  through  the  systemic  circu- 
lation. 

Conclusion  7th  :  If  the  anaesthetic  is  applied  to  the  lungs,  there  is 
cither  no  congestion  of  these  organs,  and  much  dilatation  of  the  heart, 
or  congested  lungs  and  heart. 

Conclosion  8th :  It  is  immaterial  whether  the  paralyzing  agent  be 
applied  locally  to  the  medulla,  or  to  the  lungs.  In  the  latter  case,  a 
longer  time  will  be  required  to  kill,  provided  the  CAse  is  purely  of  the 
paralyzing  character,  and  less  if  congestion  of  the  Inng^  result. 

Conclusion  9th  :  That  the  more  potent  the  paralyzing  agent  is  upon 
the  medulla,  the  sooner  docs  death  ensue,  and  the  less  ia  the  heart 
dilatod  and  lungs  congested. 

Conclusion  10th :  That  chloroform  may  produce  a  general  oxcita- 
■Mnt  by  being  applied  to  the  nervous  radicles  of  the  nose,  throat  and 
Imga.  and  also  induce  local  aniesthesia  wherever  applied.  Yet  to 
prodooe  insensibility  it  must  reach  the  sensorinm  by  circulation,  and 
to  oaose  death  by  paralysis  it  most  locally  impress  the  medolla  oUon- 
(ya.  It  matton  not  how  mnch  beniunbed  the  afievent  nervoas  radida 
of  tha  ondocardiom  by  the  local  action  of  the  anttathefic,  the  medulla 
will  wmtiniM  to  be  ezeiled  hj  the  hlood  droiilatiag  im  It,  and  thm 
■gsacy  be  mmi  dowB  to  the  hearty  matil  the  wedwHa,  too^  is 

,  ■     .  . . 
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■wdnlla,  if  it  did  not  prevent  all  inflaence  the  restorative  might 
otherwise  have  had. 

Again,  the  heart  is  mostly  supplied  from  the  sympathetic,— conse- 
quently, conld  the  restorative  pass  to  the  medulla,  but  little  effect  would 
VBftch  the  heart  through  the  few  cardiac  motor  branches  of  the  pnen- 
mogastric.  From  such  considerations  as  these,  it  wonld  seem  that 
restoration  is  probably  impossible  after  the  heart  has  ceased  to  beat. 

It  may  be  that  in  our  experiments  we  have  not  properly  used  the 
gidvanism,  and  that  an  exciting  fluid  could  ))e  passed  through  one  of 
the  internal  carotids  direct  to  the  medulla,  and  thus  stimulate  the 
latter  to  motiferous  action  ;  but  this  remains  to  be  investigated. 

Conclusion  16th :  That  congestion  of  the  brain,  in  these  cases, 
seems  to  be  a  rare  result. 

In  presenting  for  your  consideration  these  experiments  and  conclu- 
sions, onr  object  has  been  to  interest  you  with  such  practical  data  as 
bear  upon  the  subject.  We  have  endeavored  to  be  as  concise  as  possi- 
ble, so  much  so  that  the  data  have  not  been  considered  in  all  their 
bettings.  Yet  the  article  is  lengthy,  and  presents  many  practical 
dsteils  which  by  some  would  be  considered  uninteresting  ;  but  if  the 
theme  be  closely  considered,  it  will  be  found  not  only  interesting,  but 
bfghly  instructive  and  important. 

We  should  remark  that  the  mathematical  calculations  of  these  exper- 
asflsls  are  not  fractionally  correct,  but  they  are  sufficiently  accurate  for 
ill  paotioal  purposes. 

We  regret  that  we  can  ofier  nothing  new  under  the  head  of  Tttioror 
We  feel,  however,  that  we  have  clearly  shown  what  are  the  oh* 
les  to  be  overcome*  and  developed  as  plainly  that  restoration  may 
pbMe  before  the  heart  has  ceased  to  beat,  and  after  respiration  has 
There  are,  no  doubt,  others  who  are  able  and  willing  to  inves** 
this  subject,  and  we  only  hope  that  we  may  aid  such  in  their 
rssesrches.  It  is  often  of  as  great  value  to  know  what  we  can  not  do^ 
ae  to  discover  what  we  can. 


ADDENDUM. 

Since  reading  the  foregoing  Report  to  the  State  Society,  I  have 
a  synopsis  of  the  experiments  of  A.  Ernest  Sansom.  The  conclusions 
of  this  writer  are  at  variance  with  my  own.  We  have,  therefore,  in« 
^ssdgated  his  experiments,  and  now  desire  to  place  the  results  before 
the  Society,  simultaneously  with  the  original  article,  in  the  form  of  aa 
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A  coagnlnm  soon  formed  in  the  vial,  which  remained  of  a  bright  red, 
the  same  color  that  it  was  when  drawn.  Two  honrs  later  the  clot  was 
examined,  when  it  nras  found  loose,  still  retaining  its  bright  red  ap- 
pearance.    The  chloroform  poured  off  was  colorless. 

Experiment  5. — A  drop  of  blood  from  a  healthy  horse  was  placed 
on  a  slide,  covered  and  viewed.  Where  the  red  globules  were  separ- 
ated from  the  mass  they^  were  not  corrugated,  but  in  the  mass  they 
were.  The  white  corpuscles  were  somewhat  affected,  but  not  enough 
to  materially  change  their  form.  When  the  coagulum  (which  became 
dark  as  exposed  to  the  air)  was  hardened,  a  thin  portion  was  examined 
under  the  field  of  the  microscope.  The  red  corpuscles  were  found 
corrugated,  but  the  white  were  unaffected.  No  fibrous  arrangement 
could  be  detected. 

Experiment  6. — Placed  a  drop  of  blood  on  a  slide,  and  added  a 
drop  of  the  following  solution  : 

"^    Chloroform,  git  x. 
Smooh.  alba,  3  j. 
Aqua,  3  88.  M. 

On  observing  microscopically,  no  eifect  was  noticed  on  the  corpus- 
cles. Ten  drops  more  of  chloroform  were  added  to  the  solution,  and 
■nbsequently,  twenty  more,  and  the  experiment  repeated — still  no  effect 
was  had  upon  the  corpuscles.  When  the  blood  was  dry,  no  more 
diange  was  observed  in  the  globules  than  in  Experiment  8,  where  no 
diloroform  was  used. 

Experiment  7. — A  strong,  medium-sized  dog  was  chloroformed 
hj  lungs,  and  in  two  minutes  the  animal  ceased  to  breathe,  and  a 
few  seconds  afterwards  respiration  again  began,  but  after  several  in- 
spirations the  lungs  ceased  to  act,  and  a  few  seconds  later  the  heart 
also.  The  brain  was  immediately  exposed  and  removed,  and  with  it 
some  of  the  blood  from  the  sinuses  (which  was  dark  and  fluid.)  The 
whole  was  immediately  placed  into  a  small  retort,  the  end  of  which 
was  securely  corked.  The  heart  was  not  so  much  distended  on  either 
side  as  is  usual.  The  lungs  were  collapsed  and  bright  pink  in  color. 
The  left  ventricle  was  punctured  and  its  blood  received  into  another 
small  retort,  the  end  of  which  was  secured  as  before.  Both  of  these- 
letorts  were  exposed  to  heat,  and  the  vapor  from  both  collected  into 
separate  receivers.  But  no  chlorofonn  could  be  detected  in  either 
fluid.  Took  a  drop  of  the  brain-blood  and  exposed  it  to  the  micro- 
scope, and  found  the  red  globules  in  good  fonn  and  the  edges  distinct. 
Took  a  drop  of  the  heart-blood,  and  treated  it  in  the  same  manner, 
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more  bappy  wonld  be  tbe  aniestbesia.  It  is  well  known  tbat  deatbs 
from  apnoBa  by  cbloroform  generally  take  place  rapidly,  and  tbat, 
therefore,  in  Bucb  cases  we  do  not  observe  tbe  trae  ansestbetic  effect  of 
ibis  agent. 

It  is  a  fact  to  be  observed  in  tbis  connection,  that  Bagsky  and  Dr. 
Snow  have  detected  cbloroform  in  tbe  blood  in  various  parts  of  the 
system,  and  in  our  original  experiments  we  conld  distinctly  smell  the 
agent  eminating  from  all  tbe  cavities  of  the  body. 

Again,  in  one  experiment  previously  instituted,  tbe  agent  was  given 
by  stomach  and  produced  anaesthesia,  while  tbe  function  of  aeration 
wa«  undisturbed  ;  thus  showing  no  relation  to  carbonization  of  tbe 
blood,  and  want  of  oxygenation  from  chloroforming. 

Again,  if  the  chloroform  act  by  destroying  the  red  corpuscles,  tbe 
mass  of  these  injured  by  the  agent  would  be  so  great  that  the  functions 
of  life  would  be  seriously  interfered  with,  and  days  and  even  weeks 
wonld  elapse  before  tbe  circulating  fluid  would  again  become  healthy. 
But  such  is  not  the  fact,  but  on  the  contrary,  as  the  effect  of  the  agent 
upon  the  nervous  system  passes  off,  are  tbe  powers  of  life  restored  to 
their  wonted  action.  The  kidneys  throw  off  the  agent  largely,  and 
probably  other  surfaces,  and  the  system  is  thus  soon  relieved  of  tbe 
sedative. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  these  experiments  by  myself,  that  in  proportion 
as  tbe  blood  is  exposed  to  the  full  action  of  chloroform,  so  are  its 
sfiects  upon  it  more  marked.  Thus  in  Experiment  4,  the  blood 
globules  of  both  varieties  were  affected,  tbe  red  being  corrugated  and 
depressed,  tbe  white  only  slightly  affected  ;  while  in  Experiment  6, 
where  the  chloroform  was  variously  diluted,  no  action  resulted  upon 
the  corpusoles.  That  chloroform  should  destroy  the  red  globules  when 
applied  to  them  undiluted,  is  no  wonder  when  we  know  tbat  it  will 
blister  when  in  contact  with  the  skin,  and  that  it  dissolves  so  many 
substances.  But  we  claim  that  the  agent  entering  tbe  lungs  is  first 
diluted  by  the  vapor  in  tbe  expired  air,  and  then  by  the  serum  of  tbe 
blood,  so  that  to  judge  properly  of  its  eflect  upon  the  red  globules, 
the  chloroform  must  be  diluted,  as  was  done  in  Experiment  6.  Thus 
no  effect  was  had  on  tbe  red  corpuscles. 

But  to  refer  to  tbe  conclusions  of  M.  Sansom  eeriatim  :  we  notice 
(9te  Lancet)  that  be  adopts  the  opinions  of  Faure  and  Gosselin,  that 
chloroform  may  be  applied  to  the  brain  directly,  and  through  the 
medium  of  the  circulation,  without  producing  unconsciousness.  Tbis 
cor  experiments  will  not  support.  Thus  in  the  original  article,  a 
was  narrated,  wherein  it  was  shown  that  the  agent  was  injected 
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upon  the  medulla,  and  shortly  insensibility  and  death  leftalted,  and 
afterward  none  of  the  agent  was  found  around  the  medolla,  so  thtt 
death  could  not  have  arisen  from  compression. 

Again,  the  analogy  between  this  and  other  experiments  was  dxawi, 
in  the  latter  of  which  the  medulla  was  pithed,  and  also  the  agent  girea 
by  inhalation,  and  similarity  established  in  the  mode  of  death  in  th» 
several  cases. 

Again,  in  some  of  these  cases,  there  was  obvious  congestion  of  ths 
lungs.  Now  if  the  hypothesis  of  M.  Sansom  be  correct,  we  should 
find  death  resulting  most  generally  from  congestion  of  the  pulmonsiy 
organs,  which  is  not  the  case,  but  is  the  exception.  In  fact,  the  mor- 
bid appearances  should  resemble  those  found  after  the  inhalation  <^ 
carbonic  acid  gas,  which  they  do  not. 

Again,  we  cannot  agree  with  M.  Sansom,  that  the  blood  should  be 
exposed  to  undiluted  chloroform  to  obtain  the  true  effect  of  the  agent 
on  the  globules,  but  believe  that  the  agent  should  be  applied  artificial- 
ly to  the  blood,  in  about  the  same  degree  of  concenti-ation  as  is  ex- 
hibited after  it  enters  the  blood  at  the  lungs. 

Again,  our  own  experiments  show  with  undiluted  chloroform  tliat 
the  red  globules  may  be  corrugated,  altei-ed  in  shape,  but  not  per  force 
of  the  chloroform  made  to  cohere,  but  because  the  globules  naturallj 
cohere  when  out  of  the  blood  vessels,  and  because  they  take  up  less 
space  when  corrugated,  they  come  more  closely  together.  We  have 
often  seen  the  columnar  arrangement  of  the  red  corpuscles  of  the 
body,  when  the  blood  was  not  in  an  inflammatory  state.  But  if  tbe 
chlorofoim  be  applied  diluted,  no  effect  will  be  noticed  from  it  on  tbe 
corpuscles. 

Again,  we  never  have  seen  the  cell-walls  dissolved,  though  faithfollj 
tryiug  and  repeating  the  experiment  with  pure  chloroform.  As  a  con- 
sequence, we  have  not  detected  any  coalescence  of  cell  contents. 
Indeed,  if  we  regard  the  red  globules  as  a  homogeneous  structure,  the 
cortical  portion  of  which  is  condensed,  thus  answering  for  the  cell- 
wall — the  corpuscle  having  no  distinct  cell-wall — and  consider  the  en- 
tire corpuscle  as  made  up  of  the  protenaceous  compound  ^/o6if/uWi 
enclosing  in  its  structure  the  coloring  matter  of  the  blood, — I  say,  if 
we  thus  view  this  little  structure,  we  can  scarcely  see  how,  when  it  is 
corrugated,  it  could  throw  out  any  contents,  since  it  has  no  contents, 
save  the  coloring  matter  of  the  blood.  That  this  is  not  dissolved  out, 
but  is  retained  within  the  contracted  globule,  we  have  convinced  onr 
selves  by  repeated  experiments.  Wherever  the  mass  of  globules  aie 
in  the  field  of  the  microscope,  there  will  be  found  the  coloring  matter. 
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Agmin,  to  illDStrate,  in  one  of  onr  '•xperimentSy  after  the  blood  of 
tlie  horse  had  been  shaken  np  in  chloroform  and  allowed  to  stand 
■eyeral  honrs,  the  chloroform  was  ponred  off  colorless.  Still  further, 
when  several  drops  of  blood  were  subjected  to  chloroform,  and  allowed 
to  stand  twenty-foar  hours,  and  not  having  been  shaken,  neither  the 
chloroform  nor  the  sides  of  the  vial  were  colored.  Thus  if  the  hmrna- 
thu  is  not  thrown  out  from  the  corpuscle,  it  is  probable  that  the  homo- 
gmeons  glolnUine  is  not,  and  that  when  these  structures  are  corrugated 
tbe  entire  globule  is  shrunken,  but  not  dissolved  or  contents  thrown 
out. 

Bat  we  pass  on  to  notice  the  last  division  of  M.  Sansom's  concln- 
•iona,  based  upon  his  experiments  upon  the  frog.  To  do  this  correct- 
ly, it  was  necessary  to  repeat  his  experiment,  which  we  have  faithful- 
ly done,  as  will  be  seen  by 

Experiment  8. — ^The   web   of  a  young  frog's  foot  was  exposed 
uader  the  field  of  a  microscope,  and  observed  with  a  power  of  600. 
Hie  blood  globules  could  be  distinctly  seen,  as  well  as  ^their  outlines. 
The  circulation  was  crowded  in  some  parts,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
irritation  of  the  extremities  of  the  toes  having  to  be  tied  to  secure  the 
foot ;  while  in  other  parts  of  the  field  the  circulation  was  free,  and 
not  in  the  least  crowded.     The  blood  passed  rapidly  along  through 
the  main  vessels,  while  in  the  smaller  it  coursed  more  slowly,  and  in 
some  there  appeared  to  be  nearly  a  stasis.     When  the  globules  were 
so  crowded,  the  red  corpuscles  appeared  to  be  deformed.     Chloroform 
was  then  given.     At  first  the  circulation  became  more  rapid,  clearing 
out  the  engorged  vessels  and  contracting  them.     They  then  resumed 
their  natural  calibre,  and  as  the  action  of  the  heart  became  slower, 
the  impetus  of  the  blood  became  less,  and  at  last  slight  dilatation  of 
the  vessels  occurred,  they  filling  up  with  globules,  first  in  the  larger 
Teasels,  then  in  the  smaller,  until  when  stasis  supervened,  on  the  oea- 
■ation  of  the  heart's  action,  they  were  all  full,  but  could  hardly  he 
eonsidered  engorged.     The  chloroform  was  then  removed,  and  shortly 
the  circulation  was  resumed  in  the  web,  but  only  for  a  few  seconds. 
Chloroform  was  given  gradually  in  tliis  case  from  a  little  funnel  of 
paper.     It  required  four  minutes  to  kill  the  animal.     No  change  could 
he  detected  in  the  form  of  the  corpuscles.     But  to  be  more  certain  of 
this,  a  drop  of  blood  was  taken  from  the  animal's  heart,  (which  began 
to  pulsate  when  divided,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  half  a  minute,) 
and  placed  upon  a  clean  slide  with  a  cover,  and  observed.     Here  and 
there  might  be  seen  a  few  defonned  red  globules,  but  no  corrugation, 
hot  the  mass  of  these  structures  were  perfect  in  form  and  nnafiected. 
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A  drop  of  blood  was  tlien  taken  from  the  thigh  of  another  hetUhj 
frog,  which  had  not  received  any  chloroform,  «ad  placed  upon  t 
second  slide  and  covered.  rHiis  was  repeatedly  compared  with  tin 
first  slide  by  myself  and  others,  and  not  the  slightest  diffinenoe  eodd 
there  be  detected  between  the  red  globules  of  the  two  frogs.  Tha  eat- 
lines  of  one  were  just  as  distinct  as  the  other,  and  the  form  peiM  h 
both. 

Then  to  refer  to  the  conclusions  of  M.  Sansom,  we  agree  with  Mm 
in  that  the  circulation  was  at  first  accelerated,  as  it  always  is  vnte 
the  presence  of  chloroform,  and  that  when  this  passed  gradually  oC 
dilatation  of  vessels  and  aggregation  of  globules  was  a  seqneaee  of 
want  of  vascular  power,  which  resulted  in  stasis  when  the  haait 
ceased  to  act.  The  same  aggregation  of  globules  took  place  befoie 
the  chloroform  had  been  given,  from  the  irritation  necessary  to  seeme 
the  frog's  foot,  which,  under  the  additional  stimulus  of  the  finl,  or 
exciting  action  of  chloroform,  was  removed,  and  soon  followed  by  the 
relaxation  of  the  secondary  or  sedative  effects  of  this  a^nt,  and  tht 
consequent  reaggregation  of  the  blood  corpuscles.  The  stasis  present 
seem  to  have  caused  the  aggregation  of  the  globules — not  any  peculiar 
action  of  the  ansesthetic  or  the  blood  globules  ;  and  we  can  not  ee* 
incide  with  M.  Sansom  in  his  statement  that  the  red  oorposcles  aie 
altered  in  shape,  as  our  experiments  directly  contradict  the  condusioa. 

Then  to  conclude,  we  believe 

1st.  That  chloroform  can  not  be  applied  either  directly  to  the  brain, 
or  through  the  medium  of  the  circulation,  to  an  amount  proportionsts 
to  the  powers  and  idiosyncrasies  of  the  individual,  without  prodociag 
uncansciousnets, 

2d.  That  chloroform  to  induce  insensibility  must  enter  the  circula- 
tion and  locally  impress  the  sensorium. 

8d.  That  anaesthesia  may  be  aided  by  the  presence  of  carbonaceous 
compounds  in  the  blood,  but  that  this  is  subsidiary  to  the  preseaoe  of 
the  chloroform  in  the  blood  acting  upon  the  nervoqs  centres. 

4th.  That  chloroform  diluted  as  it  is  by  the  serum  when  it  enten 
the  blood  at  the  lungs,  and  onward  in  its  course,  can  not  produce  any 
change  in  the  functional  action  of  the  red  globules. 

5th.  That  the  red  globules  may  be  corrugated  and  deformed  by  the 
action  of  undiluted  chloroform  out  of  the  vessels,  but  not  when  diluted. 

6th.  That  aggregation  of  the  red  corpuscles  is  not  a  peculiar  efilect 
of  chlorofoim  on  these,  but  arises  from  approaching  stasis  within, 
and  from  a  well  known  aggregative  tendency  when  without  the 
vessels. 

7th.  That  chloroform  first  induces  excitement  and  contractioB  of 
the  vascular  system,  and  then  sedation  and  dilatation,  and  ultAmafeefy 
stasis. 
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AETICLB  II.  ^ 

It  Consumption  Contagious? 

Who  18  prepared  to  answer  this  question  with  an  array  of  facts  and 
a  force  of  reasoning  that  shall  cany  conviction  to  all  unbiased,  intel- 
ligent physicians  ? 

A  year  or  more  ago  I  pnt  the  query  to  a  medical  man  of  much 
candor  and  great  good  sense,  who  is  a  practitioner  of  thirty  years' 
experience.  His  mind  had  been  directed  to  it  for  several  years,  and 
Us  conclusion  was  firm  and  positive  that  consumption  is  contagious. 
Andy  moreover,  he  informed  me  that  in  1856  he  was  in  Philadelphia, 
and  being  in  company,  professionally,  with  a  distinguished  physician 
of  that  city,  who  has  paid  especial  attention  to,  and  valuably  written 
vpon  diseases  of  the  lungs,  he  inquired  of  the  Philadelphian  his 
opinion  of  the  contagiousness  of  consumption,  and  the  inquiree  re- 
aponded,  without  hesitation,  « I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  sir." 

A  number  of  influential  writers  might  be  cited  to  the  same  effect, 
some  of  whom  bring  numerous  cases  to  support  their  views,  such  as 
that  Laennec  died  of  consumption  twenty  years  or  more  after  being 
inocalated  with  tubercle  in  the  hand  ;  of  four  men  who  became  tuber- 
eaioQS  in  the  lungs,  after  cohabiting  with  consumptive  females,  two  of 
which  men,  at  least,  were  of  robust  constitutions,  and  possessed  amply 
developed  chests  ;  of  "mothers  seized  with  phthisis  after  nursing  con- 
snnptive  sons  and  daughters,  sisters  after  having  waited  on  sisters, 
brothers  after  succoring  brothers  ;"  of  "  a  widow,  fifty-five  years  of 
1^,  thin,  active,  hardy,  the  very  type  of  toughness  in  constitution/' 
who  aocidentally  inhaled  her  consumptive  daughter's  dying  breath, 
which  caused  "  an  acrid  sensation  in  her  throat,  and  a  taste  which 
die  was  unable  to  get  rid  of,"  who  died  in  six  months  of  acute  con- 
smapdon  of  the  lungs ;  of  the  death  of  the  first  two  resident  phy- 
sicians of  the  Brompton  Hospital  for  Consumptives,  etc. 

In  my  own  experience  I  can  recall  the  memory  of  many  instances 
where  nnrses  long  confined  with  consumptive  cases  have  themselves 
afterwards  become  victims  of  the  disease  ;  but  I  also  remember  many 
oases  where  nurses  have  long  and  faithfully  watched  and  waited  on  the 
wasting  forms  of  patients  dying  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and  them- 
selves remain  nneontaminated,  at  least  for  years  after.  In  one  in- 
stanee  that  I  now  think  of,  I  know  a  father  and  two  sons,  who  each 
had  a  wife  to  die  of  the  consumption,  and  in  each  case  the  husband 
the  constant  nurse,  and  yet,  though  the  wives  died  nearly  twenty 
ago,  the  hnsband-nurses  are  still  living,  without  any  symptoms 
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married  sister  of  his  consumptive  patient  watches  and  waits  at  the 
bedside  of  the  sinking  sufferer,  and  the  anxious  husband  asks,  "  Doc- 
tor, don't  you  think  my  wife  in  some  danger  of  contracting  consump- 
tion from  confinement  in  that  close  room  with  her  sister  ? ''  he  must 
answer  the  question,  and  he  can  not  do  so  without  an  opinion,  for  or 
against  the  contagiousness  of  consumption.  This  exposes  the  prac- 
importance  of  the  question  we  are  discussing,  and  declares  the 
iity  every  conscientious  physician  is  under  of  forming  the  sound- 
eat  judgment  the  evidence  within  his  reach  would  establish. 

For  my  own  part,  I  act  upon  the  view  that  under  favorable  circum- 
stances tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  in  the  third  stage  is  capable  of  excit- 
ing the  iiame  condition  in  other  lungs,  but  that,  with  such  regulations 
•ad  precautions  as  may  be  established  in  almost  every  case,  the  dan- 
ger of  such  result  is  represented  by  a  very  small  percentage,  if  in- 
deed there  is  any  danger  at  all.  Lbctor. 


1^  ■ 


^tvtttAinq%  of  Sfotittitt. 

Proceedings  of  the  Cinoinnsti  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Monday  Evening,  Sept.  9,  1861. 
Vice  President  Foote  in  the  chair,  Dr.  Sterns  appointed  Secretary. 
Dr.  Gans  read  the  following  paper,*  being  the  first  of  a  series  on 

PUBRPERAL   FEVER. 

The  ravages  which  the  puerperal  fever  has  from  time  to  time  com- 
mitted amongst  parturient  women,  particularly  in  lying-in  hospitals, 
has  again  in  modem  times  called  forth  the  attention  and  strictest  inves- 
tigations of  physicians  and  mid  wives,  and  has  led  to  the  same  scrutiny 
and  discrimination  which  the  advancement  in  the  natural  sciences — 
diemistry,  physiology,  and  pathological  anatomy, — made  necessary 
in  many  other  questions  of  practical  medicine.  It  was  not  even  left 
to  single  individuals  to  exert  all  their  acuteness  and  erudition,  with 
all  the  means  of  investigation  at  hand,  to  fathom  this  yet  in  many 
respects  doubtful  disease.  Colleges  and  academies  have  united  to  con- 
tribote  all  their  powers  and  great  experiences  to  battle,  for  the  interest 
of  mankind  and  science,  this  fatal  disease,  which  defies  so  often  all 
madication  and  every  remedy.  Thus  we  have  the  remarkable  discus- 
of  the  Academy  of  Paris,  which  occupied  four  months  (23d  of 
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Febmary  till  6tb  July,  1858),  and  in  which  thft  moit  mowned  mmt  d 
the  profession,  Depaolt,  P.  Dubois,  Bean,  TroiiBseaa,  Gmvelhier,  Dn- 
jan,  Cazeaux,  Bomlland,  Yelpeaa,  Gneiin  and  others  partieipated.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  these  discussions  did  not  lead  to  any  dofiaite 
conclusions  of  the  subject  in  question. 

Next  to  this  we  have  the  investigations  of  a  oommiasion  of  phy«- 
oians  of  Holland,  the  result  of  which  a  Dr.  Lehmann  has  compiM 
into  a  volume,  translated  into  the  French  by  Dr.  Dieudonn^,  of  Broif 
sels.  This  ti^eatise  has  the  great  merit  of  presenting  the  subject  in  a 
clear  and  distinct  manner,  and  availing  himself  also  of  the  experieaoe 
in  other  countries,  the  author  keeps  aloof  from  a  one-sided  treatnmt 
of  this  subject.  He  points  out,  in  a  concise  and  simple  manaer,  tfas 
present  stand-point  to  which  the  doctrine  of  the  puerperal  processes 
has  been  brought  at  the  present  time.  This  is  the  reason  of  laying 
before  you  the  principal  part  of  Lehmann's  treatise,  as  it  can  not  be 
supposed  that  every  one  is  in  possession  of  the  whole  literature  of 
modem  times,  or  enabled  to  collect  all  the  material  scattered  abroad, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  himself  up  to  a  deeper  study. 

The  treatise  is  divided  into  three  parts:  1.  The  Etiology  and 
Pathogenesis.  2.  The  Nosology  of  the  Puerperal  Processes.  3.  The 
Treatment  of  the  Disease. 

Part  I. — Etiology  and  Pathogenesis, — Puerperal  fever  is  in  genertl 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  fatal  diseases.  It  is  therefore  not  rar- 
prising  that  physicians  have  devoted  to  it  their  fullest  attention ;  and 
during  the  last  few  years,  they  have  endeavored  to  penetrate  into  the 
mysteries  of  this  malady,  by  a  strict  application  of  the  natural  sciences 
to  the  science  of  medicine^  principally  of  chemistry  and  the  microscope, 
as  also  through  the  great  progress  of  pathological  anatomy ;  and  sdD 
they  are  not  yet  enabled  to  throw  a  snfficient  light  upon  its  nature. 
Many  points  in  question  move  yet  within  the  narrow  limits  of  hypoth- 
esis, and  anticipate  their  solution  from  the  future.  It  is  even  not 
easy  to  give  a  true  description  of  this  disease,  for  a  great  many  forms 
of  disease  have  been  designated  by  that  appellation.  Keeping  strict]? 
io  the  name,  puerperal  fever  means  nothing  more  than  mere  fever  in 
childbed,  without  this  term  explaining  to  us  in  what  pathological  phe- 
nomena we  have  to  seek  the  cause  of  these  febrile  symptoms  ;  thos 
•every  morbid  condition  of  a  lying-in  female  accompanied  by  fever  hsd 
to  be  regarded  as  puerperal  fever  ;  and  so,  too,  like  the  old  empiricil 
medicine,  we  had  to  designate  the  fever  either  as  benignant  or  malignant, 
according  to  its  course  and  termination.  But  for  a  long  time  these 
superficial  considerations  have  been  abando>ned»  and  iha  name  "  pov- 
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pemi  fever  *'  has  been  given  bat  to  a  distinot  series  of  morbid  appeor- 
anoea.  Pathological  anatomy  has  shown  the  existence  of  various  loeal 
dietnrbances,  which  will  be  found  in  a  con^sponding  manner,  in  sneh 
of  puerperal  fever  as  end  fatallj.  The  appellation,  puerperal 
,  as  the  simple  expression  for  a  symptom  or  series  of  symptoms, 
appealed^  therefore,  insufficient,  and  had  to  give  way  to  the  by  far  more 
aiiibracing  name  of  puerperal  diseases.  Thus  it  was  thought  more 
easy  to  classify  the  anatomical  products  so  differeat  in  different  organs 
of  tke  body,  and  the  result  was  the  division  of  the  puerperal  fever  into 
a  msmber  of  forms  of  disease,  to  which  the  final  syllable  **iti9'*  was 
attended,  and  hence  the  treating  of  peritonitis,  metritis,  metrophle* 
bkia,  metrolymphangitis,  endometritis,  oophoritis,  enterocolitis,  scar- 
latina and  phlebitis  in  the  extremities.  But  this  very  mania  to 
localise  had  also  its  disadvantages,  causing  difficulties  for  the  diagno- 
as  and  thempy ;  for  the  fever  was  seldom  characterised  by  any  one 
single  local  phenomenon ;  several  of  the  above  forms  were  often  seen 
Ia  one  and  the  same  case.  They  commenced,  therefore,  anew  to  gen- 
eralise, and  to  reduce  the  puerperal  fever  to  three  principal  fbrms-^ 
peritositis,  pyaemia,  and  endometritis.  But  from  this  classification, 
based  principally  upon  the  local  affections,  were  excluded  those  cases 
which,  in  their  fatal  termination,  depended  upon  a  morbid  blood 
dMnge.  It  soon  met,  therefore,  with  objections,  and  a  classification 
was  made  according  to  so-called  blood  erases— hyperinosis,  pyasmia, 
and  sepsis.  It  is  not  necessary  to  speak  here  of  their  particular  crite- 
rMms,  but  it  must  be  mentioned  that  our  knowledge  of  the  puerperal 
erasis  is  very  deficient ;  that  the  chemical  and  microscopical  investi- 
gations, notwithstanding  their  prog^ss,  have  not  penetrated,  in  any 
satisfactory  manner,  into  the  nature  of  those  erases  ;  and  that  the  ro^ 
salts  obtained  thus  far  consist  but  in  some  hypothesis,  which  proposes 
to  prove,  a  priori,  the  abnormal  composition  of  the  blood.  Thus  the 
searching  mind  has  continually  established  theories,  which  soon  disap- 
pear as  fallacious,  to  gi?e  room  to  others. 

Be  it  as  it  may,  puerpeml  fever  is  considered,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  science,  like  typhus  or  cholera,  a  zymotic  disease  with  acute  char- 
acter. This  name  is  giveu,  as  is  well  known,  to  all  aeute  diseases  in 
which  the  condition  of  the  blood  is  altered  by  the  formation  of  excre- 
tory products  of  various  kinds.  The  appellation  "  zymotic  disease^' 
is  therefore  synonymous  with  fermentation  disease.  This  brings  os 
bade,  with  some  modification,  to  the  view  of  the  old  humoral  patho* 
logy,  that  the  blood  enters  into  a  process  of  fermentation,  partieularlj 
in  febrile  diseases,  in  whieh  they  talked  of  a  stage  of  critical  oaction. 
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With  this  theory  the  generalization  has  gained  m  new  BAd.  Hie 
general  affection,  the  disease  of  the  blood,  was  considered  as  the  prin- 
cipal point  of  the  paerperal  fever.  The  various  localizations,  or  locil 
phenomena,  which  the  pathological  anatomy  had  for  a  while  looked 
npon  as  real  characteristic  signs,  had  to  be  considered  as  products  of 
the  fermentation  or  excretion ;  and  thus  it  was  possible  to  comprehend 
under  the  proper  term, ''  puerperal  processes,''  all  the  anomalies  of  tbe 
childbed. 

Although  the  opinion  which  takes  the  nature  of  the  puerperal  feTer 
to  be  an  altered  state  of  the  blood,  produced  by  a  miasma,  the  numer- 
ous local  affections  appearing  but  as  secondary,  has  found  many  adhe- 
rents, preceded  by  Kiwish  and  Litzman,  still  it  is  improper  to  pus 
over  in  silence  two  important  arguments  against  this  hypothesis : 

1.  The  puerperal  fever  shows  itself  sporadic  and  develops  itself  in 
consequence  of  a  puerperal  metritis — an  observation  which  in  no  wsj 
can  be  doubted.  A  difference  must,  consequently,  be  made  between  s 
simple  puerperal  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  and  the  metritis  in  con- 
sequence of  puerperal  fever ;  giving  to  the  metritis,  in  the  last  case,  s 
secondary  importance,  as  the  angina  in  scarlatina,  or  the  bronchitiB  in 
bronchial  typhus. 

2.  The  opinion  which  recognizes  the  nature  of  puerperal  fever  asiw 
peneris,  does  not  agree  with  the  present  state  of  medicine  in  her  en- 
deavor after  exact  science.  Physiology  and  organic  chemistry  hive 
not  been  able,  till  now,  to  clear  up  the  true  nature  of  the  morbid  pro- 
cesses, and  the  question,  in  which  the  altered  state  of  the  blood  con- 
sists, could  not  be  answered  yet.  It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  prove 
a  specific  puerperal  discrasia,  and  as  long  as  a  theory  is  wanting  posi- 
tive proofs,  it  must  be  considered  an  hypothesis. 

On  the  other  side  we  must  indicate  also  the  various  arguments  as 
the  basis  for  that  theory.  In  general,  a  large  number  of  organs  are  at 
the  same  time  affected  in  this  disease,  and  only  exceptionally  it  local- 
izes itself  upon  one  single  organ  or  tissue.  All  local  inflammations 
have  a  tendency  to  considerable  exudation,  and  are  combined  with 
septic  dissolution  of  the  formed  exudations.  Fever,  which  precedes  the 
local  affections,  and  an  enormous  frequency  of  the  pulse,  are  most  fre- 
quently the  first  symptoms.  The  visible  alterations  in  the  solid  parts 
are  not  always  in  proportion  with  the  intensity  of  the  fever  and  the 
disease,  and  just  in  those  cases  which  terminate  very  rapidly,  the  poet 
mortem  examination  often  shows  unimportant  traces — indeed,  qdfte 
frequently  not  the  least  appearance  —  of  a  local  affection.  An  artit- 
cially  produced  alteration  of  the  blood  develops  phenomena  identidl 
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those  of  puerperal  fever.  If  pas  or  other  noxious  suhstances  arc 
injected  into  the  veins  of  an  animal,  excitement  and  fever  are  produced, 
md  more  or  less  infiammatory  results  form  themselves  in  various  or- 
gans, particularly  in  the  mucous  and  serous  membranes ;  or  death 
takes  place  in  the  midst  of  nervous  symptoms  of  great  intensity,  with- 
OQt  striking  alterations  in  any  organ.  All  miasma  and  contagious 
matter  seem  to  exhibit  a  similar  blood  alteration. 

In  the  following  we  will  pass  to  the  etiological  relations  of  puerpe- 
ral fever ;  then  take  into  consideration  the  pathogenesis  and  therapy, 
and  enter  upon  recent  investigations  and  opinions. 

The  puerperal  fever  has  a  miasmatic  or  contagious  origin.  The 
terms  contagion,  miasma  and  infection,  are  to  be  considered  here 
almost  synonymous.  They  indicate  solely  the  various  ways  by  which 
the  disease  may  propagate  itself.  Although  the  miasmatic  origin  of 
the  disease,  almost  generally  acknowledged,  is  taken  as  depending 
upon  atmospheric  influences,  we  are  still,  in  reference  to  the  alterations 
of  the  atmosphere — which,  in  its  combinations,  are  comprehended 
under  the  name  miasma — in  total  ignorance. 

The  presence  of  a  miasma  cannot  be  proven  directly  ;  it  can  only  be 
recognized  by  its  consequences.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  the 
atmosphere  is  contaminated  with  noxious  substances,  which,  proceed- 
ing from  the  dissolution  of  the  puerperal  exudation,  is  incorporated 
with  the  atmosphere,  particularly  in  crowded  or  insufficiently  venti- 
lated rooms,  and  thus  becomes  the  chief  means  of  the  extension  of  the 
puerperal  fever.  Thus  it  was  thought  possible  to  explain  why  the 
diaaase  develops  itself  in  lying-in  hospitals,  in  consequence  of  the  inha- 
lation of  such  an  atmosphere. 

As  further  proof  of  the  miasmatic  origin  of  the  disease,  is  adduced 
tlie  fact  that  it  shows  itself  frequently  epidemic,  and  at  different  locali- 
tiaa  at  the  same  time  ;  that  it  has  a  regular  course,  demanding  sacri- 
fices without  distinctions  of  individuality,  age  or  position  in  life.  It 
is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  genius  epidemicus  acts,  among  a  series  of 
various  causes,  the  principal  part.  For  the  purpose  of  couvincing  our- 
selves of  it,  it  is  only  necessary  to  study  carefully  the  history  of  the 
dsaeaae,  and  it  will  be  seen  how  many  observers  agree  in  the  observa- 
taon,  that  at  certain  times  parturient  women  do  fall  sick,  in  smaller  or 
larger  number,  in  a  certain  more  or  less  extended  geographical  vicinity. 
Tlieae  facts  become  authenticated  not  only  by  the  reports  of  lying-in 
iaatitiitions,  but  also  by  physicians  of  smaller  towns,  and  even  in  the 
eoaitry  the  same  observation  is  made. 

Henoe  the  necessity  long  felt  of  carefully  studying  the  atmospheric. 
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cosmetic-telluric  inflaenoes,  for  the  purpose  of  leanung  their  dektoiooi 
effect  upon  parturient  women ;  but  all  investigations  made  hute  aoC 
given  any  positive  result.  It  was  found  thai  a  *  puerperal  ^idsBis 
may  arise  in  various  climates,  and  at  all  atmospheric  changes.  Tb 
only  observation  made  as  being  positive  is  limited  to  the  £sct,  thai  die 
most  frequent  and  most  malignant  epidemics  happen  more  in  wintir 
and  spring  than  in  summer ;  that  an  epidemic  prevailing  in  winttr 
suddenly  ceases  when  the  weather  becomes  milder  and  wanner,  and 
increases  considerably  by  the  sudden  setting  in  of  cdd  and  iSfen 
weather.  But  not  only  in  the  number  of  attacked  individuals  dMi 
the  epidemic  influence  make  itself  known,  but  shows  itself  also  in  the 
character  of  the  disease,  so  that  during  an  epidemic,  in  the  individoil 
cases,  in  one  the  character  of  hyperinosis  appears,  in  others  the  diar* 
acter  of  septicemia  prevails.  Even  the  localization  of  the  varioM 
processes  seems  to  be  subjected  to  those  influences,  for  in  certain  epi- 
demics post  mortem  examinations  reveal  either  cases  of  endometritii, 
peritonitis,  lymphangitis,  or  metastatic  abscesses. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  apply  the  theory  of  parasites  to  the  eipla- 
nation  of  these  epidemics ;  but  this,  also,  was  contradicted  by  the 
direct  proof  that  no  parasites  can  be  found  in  the  blood,  in  zymodo  dis- 
eases. Not  giving  up  entirely  the  idea  of  a  distinct  form  of  contagion* 
the  principle  is  to  be  set  up,  that  the  zymotic  processes  which  form  in 
an  epidemic,  develop  a  volatile  substance,  possessing  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing a  disease  of  fermentation  in  an  individual  predisposed  to  it 
The  zymotic  diseases  possess,  particularly  in  their  secretion,  pus,  iehoCf 
lymph,  etc.,  certain  substances  which,  introduced  into  the  system  d 
another  individual,  are  unquestionably  capable  of  engendering  a  dis- 
ease. The  catalytic  force  of  the  fermentation  shows  itself  always,  be 
this  by  cells,  or  by  an  unknown  chemical  composition  of  the  ezcretoiy 
substances.  As  long  as  the  secretory  and  excretory  substances  rstain 
this  catalytic  force  in  a  liquid  state,  we  can  convince  ourselves,  in  s 
certain  place,  of  the  passage  into  the  zymotic  processes.  Bat  when  tbe 
vehicle  of  these  catalytic  qualities  begins  to  dry  up,  and  be  carried  off 
by  the  atmospheric  curi'ent  in  a  condition  unknown  to  us,  we  have  to 
content  ourselves  with  the  supposition,  that  in  a  predisposed  individual 
the  fermenting  substance,  in  the  dry  state,  may  produce  in  the  blood 
the  same  fermenting  process. 

The  question  whether  the  puerperal  fever  has  a  direct  genetic  con- 
nection with  other  endemic  and  epidemic  diseases,  with  which  it  pit- 
vails  contemporarily,  has  been  frequently  answered  in  tbe  affirmativik 
particularly  in  respect  to  the  identity  of  the  puerperal  miasma  with 
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luU  of  erysipelas  and  hospital  gangrene.  We  believe  we  are  able 
o  prove  that  the  miasma  exerts  its  deleterious  inflnenoe  not  alone  upon 
lartnrient  woman,  by  the  fact  that  a  great  number  of  children  are  then 
liill-bom  ;  that  frequent  hiemorrhages  occur  during  and  after  delivery ; 
udmI  that  children  bom  of  women  who  have  later  become  aflboted  by 
mrperal  fever,  frequently  die  soon,  in  consequence  of  a  peculiar  con- 
Ution  of  blood  dissolution.  The  contagious  character  of  the  fever  has 
ilways  had  as  many  advocates  as  opponents,  and  the  quarrel  is  not  at 
lA  end  yet.  To  prove  the  contagion  it  is  advanced  that  the  disease 
>ll0n  limits  itself  to  certain  localities  or  certain  wards  of  hospitals ; 
bat  women  who  were  quite  well,  and  coming  from  healthy  neighbor- 
loods,  were  affected  after  their  admission  into  these  wards,  and  im- 
Bidiately  after  delivery,  with  puerperal  fever,  etc.  Against  this  it 
a  said  that  many  parturient  women  lay  in  the  same  room  with  many 
lick,  without  becoming  affscted  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  some  women 
^aoed  in  separate  rooms  notwithstanding  fall  sick.  We  do  not  think 
lis  lying-in  hospitals  the  proper  places  to  solve  this  question,  because 
lie  are  there  less  able  to  ascertain  in  what  manner  the  disease  has 
fpread.  Private  practice  furnishes  nuny  facts  which  speak  in  favor 
>f  contagion.  It  was  observed  at  various  times,  that  the  disease  was 
iaitad  to  the  practice  of  single  physicians  or  midwives,  as  if  it  was 
imnsported,  to  all  appearances,  from  here  or  there,  sometimes  from 
ifiu',  by  physicians,  midwives  or  nurses.  Indeed,  it  must  be  granted 
liat  each  case  admitted  of  an  apparently  different  explanation,  but 
kftar  a  careful  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances,  any  other  expla- 
lation  always  appeared  hazardous.  As  to  our  own  opinion,  we  num- 
wr  ourselves  amoi^  the  contagion ists,  and  are  firmly  convinced  that 
he  puerperal  fever  may  be  communicated  and  propagated  by  inocuU- 
ioQ,  and  that  consequently  parturient  women  may  become  diseased  by 
iaen,  etc,  which  is  soiled  by  putrid  lochia,  particularly  by  those  which 
lave  been  used  for  fomentations  or  tampons,  or  by  badly  cleansed 
iponges— even  by  the  hands  of  physicians  or  midwives ;  and  we  base 
ipon  it  our  opinion,  that  all  septic  exudations  are  able  to  exert  their 
Meierious  effect.  The  purulent  or  ichorous  blood  infection  of  the 
iring  organism  by  noxious  substances,  as  we  find  them  principally  in 
he  cadaverous  poison,  has  in  modem  times,  as  is  well  known,  opened 
i  wide  field  to  scientific  investigation.  Semmelweis  laid  down,  in  the 
fmr  1848,  the  theory  of  the  cadaverous  infection  as  principal  cause— 
iraa  as  sole  cause— of  the  puerperal  epidemics.  According  to  him» 
im  eadaver  molecules  sticking  on  the  fingers  after  post  mortem  exam- 
iaalioBa  and  exercises  upon  cadavers,  even  the  oadaTSOus  odmr  whiok 
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remains  after  washing  with  soap  and  water,  posaessee  the  property  to 
inoculate  the  puerperal  processes  hy  inner  explorations  made  afterward 
daring  parturition.  He  recommended,  therefore,  washing  with  chlo- 
ride of  lime  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  in  this  nunnerthe  infectioi. 
He  found  in  Skoda  a  warm  advocate  of  his  opinion.  This  is  not  tlis 
place  to  enter  into  the  proof  advanced  in  favor  of  this  theory,  and  to 
give  the  different  views  of  physicians.  Suffice  it  to  remark,  that  the 
Academy  of  Paris,  under  the  Presidency  of  Orfila,  has  declared  hersdf 
against  it.  Although  judgment  is  passed  upon  the  cadaveroos  infec- 
tion, still  enough  is  proven  to  caution  us  against  carelessness  in  mak- 
ing explorations  or  operations  with  hands  used  before  in  post  mortem 
examinations,  or  using  linen,  sponges,  etc. 

The  miasma  or  contagion  forms,  after  all,  but  one  factor  of  the  de- 
velopment of  the  puei'peral  fever,  and  we  have  to  consider  another  one 
in  its  peculiarities,  namely,  the  puerperal  constitution.  The  biological 
condition  of  a  parturient  woman  presents  so  many  phenomena  pecolUr 
to  it,  that  it  has  been  tried  at  all  times  to  explain,  by  that  condition, 
the  origin  of  the  puerperal  fever.  But  it  would  be  certainly  very  hastj, 
if  we  would  look'  upon  this  disease  as  the  necessary  consecutive  phjsi* 
ological  result  of  parturition  or  childbed.  The  puerperal  constita- 
tion  depends  necessarily  upon  alterations  which  take  place  in  the 
system  of  a  woman  during  pregnancy,  parturition  and  childbed,  and 
which  we  have  id  seek  in  the  increased  vitality  of  the  genitals,  tbe 
altered  sanguification,  and  the  general  excitement  of  the  nervons  sjt- 
tem.  Often  phenomena  are  observed  during  pregnancy ,  which,  caie- 
fully  examined,  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  standing  in  connection  with 
the  puerperal  fever.  Thus  we  observe,  sometimes,  the  sudden  appev- 
ance  of  fever  with^hills,  accompanied  with  pain  in  the  uterine  and  in- 
guinal region,  by  which  abortion  or  premature  labor  is  excited ;  at  s 
later  period,  weakness  of  the  uterine  contractions,  slow  progress  of  the 
parturient  act,  and  striking  puerperal  physiognomy ;  h»morrbage  ib 
the  fifth  period  of  delivery  ;  the  birth  of  dead  children  denuded  of  the 
epidermis,  or  who  die  soon  after  birth  under  symptoms  of  cachexia— 
circumstances,  all  of  which  seem  to  show  that  the  disease  was  already 
developing  during  the  pregnancy.  It  must  be  remarked,  that  these 
women  present  already,  a  few  hours  after  delivery,  an  intense  form  of 
puerperal  fever,  proving  quickly  fatal ;  presenting  at  the  post  mortem 
examination  the  same  results  as  if  developing  themselves  a  certain 
period  after  a  natural-timed  delivery.  To  such  cases  Kiwishhas  given 
the  name  of  pregnancy  fever.  It  follows  therefrom,  that  the  deleteri- 
ous influences,  when  they  associate  themselves  with  certain  blood  ^te^ 
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•tions,  maj  prodnce  promptly,  as  well  during  pregnancy  as  dnring 
diOdbed,  a  derangement  of  sanguinary  and  nervous  life.  The  view  of 
tome  authors,  who  believe  that  plethora  occurring  during  pregnancy, 
in  consequence  of  the  cessation  of  the  menses,  must  be  looked  upon  as 
llie  predisposing  cause,  is  to  be  considered  as  fallacious,  for  it  is 
easily  to  be  calculated  that  the  blood  quantum  of  ten  catamenial  peri- 
ods scarcely  amounts  to  the  third  of  the  weight  of  a  fully  developed 
fetus,  and  that  it  requires  for  its  development  a  far  greater  quantity  of 
tluit  fluid,  as  the  one  retained  in  the  system. 

The  parturient  act  itself  is  accompanied  by  an  increased  nervous 
action,  and  by  various  phenomena  which  exert  an  influence  upon  the 
predispoeing  causes  of  the  disease.  In  reference  to  the  augmentation 
of  the  hyperimosis,  Henle  has  already  dii-ected  our  attention  to  the 
analogy  which  exists  between  a  fever  and  the  labor  pain.  By  the  quick 
leduction  which  the  uterus  experiences  during  parturition,  the  long- 
ezerted  pressure  upon  the  neighboring  organs  ceases,  so  that  the  blood 
may  circulate  again,  with  force  and  ease,  toward  them ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  an  unequal  distribution  of  blood  is  brought  about  by  it — 
stasis  and  modifications  of  the  innervation  being  the  consequence 
tliereof.  Yet  g^reater  is  the  deleterious  effect  which  the  parturient  act 
69Eeits  upon  nutrition,  particularly  wh3n  it  lasts  long.  We  agree  per- 
iBCtly  with  the  observations  of  Bnsch,  Simpson  and  Scanzoni,  who 
kare  shown  that  the  development  of  puerperal  processes  and  the  mor- 
tality of  parturient  women  stand  in  due  proportion  to  the  length  of 
tke  parturient  act.  The  reason  for  this  deleterious  influence  we  shall 
find  partly  in  the  excitement  which  parturition  produces  in  the  nervous 
sjstem,  and  indirectly  in  the  blood  :  partly  in  the  continued  traumatic 
irritation  of  the  genital  organs ;  and  it  may  not  be  overlooked,  that 
tbe  tedious  labor  requires  so  often  artificial  interference,  the  consequence 
oi  which  can  not  be  looked  upon  as  always  inoffensive  or  harmless. 
Every  one  knows  how  easily  contusions  of  the  genitals  are  caused  by 
difficult  turning,  forced  application  of  the  forceps,  followed  by  trau- 
matic inflammation  and  septicemia.  If  we,  therefore,  consider  the 
ooorte  of  a  parturition  as  an  etiological  point  of  the  puerperal  fever, 
we  dare  not  at  the  same  time  overlook  the  fact  that  the  parturition  often 
presents  anomalies,  on  account  of  the  altered  blood  composition  hav- 
ing exerted  already  its  deleterious  influence  upon  certain  functions,  be- 
fore labor  took  place.N  Experience  has  frequently  demonstrated  that 
•ometimes  weak  and  spasmodic  labor  pain,  haemorrhages  in  the  fifth 
period,  and  during  the  first  hours  after  delivery,  finally  death  of  the 
diild  before  or  daring  labor,  have  been  observed  particularly  daring  an 
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epidemic,  and  we  would  commit  a  great  error  if  we  would  not  attribole 
this  all  to  the  puerperal  fever,  and  coming  up  later,  as  conaeqiieiieei  of 
these  parturient  deranc^ements.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  conTinced 
that  just  these  derangements  are  to  be  considered  as  conaeqiiencai  of 
that  morbid  process  which  has  already  attacked  the  system,  ezistiiig, 
probably,  yet  in  a  living  state  or  condition. 

The  most  important  changes  happen  daring  childbed.  A  partnrisid 
woman  presents  to  us,  indeed,  the  picture  of  a  woimded  person,  hj 
the  mental  and  bodily  exertions,  and  by  the  partial  exhaostion  eOBie- 
quent  upon  haBmorrhage ;  the  organic  functions  enter  into  new  chai^, 
so  that  the  mammae  alone  appear  in  augmented  activity,  whilst  vitality 
in  the  genitals  recedes.  The  progressive  development  of  the  one  part^ 
and  the  retrograde  movements  of  the  other,  keep  now  equal  steps.  11m 
great  quantity  of  the  superfluous  fibrin  must  be  excreted  after  ddivny, 
and  brought  back  to  its  equilibrium  by  the  puerperal  secretions.  Does 
this  excretion  not  take  place,  an  increased  collection  of  fibrin  (in  ths 
opinion  of  the  hsematopathologist)  in  the  circulation  will  be  the  conaa* 
quence. 

Fengerle  explains  this  increased  coagulability  of  the  blood  thus :  tk 
fibrin  produced  out  of  the  albumen  of  the  blood,  by  means  of  oxidatiot 
of  an  atom  of  sulphur,  enters  still  more  by  admissicm  of  oxygen  iakf 
higher  oxyprotean  combinations.  He  gives,  as  a  proof  of  his  tbeoi7» 
the  sour  perspiration  and  the  usual  high  temperatnre  of  lying-in  wo- 
men. According  to  Mulder,  the  plastic  protean  oxides,  produced  hf 
oxidation  in  consequence  of  parturition,  and  the  enlarged  lespiiar 
tion  of  the  parturient  woman,  place  themselves  around  the  cell  men* 
brane  of  the  blood  corpuscles,  and  are  used  in  the  capillary  system  Ibr 
the  metamorphosis  of  tissue ;  one  portion  remains  unused  in  the  Mood, 
after  the  separation  of  the  child  from  the  mother,  causing  the  dispro- 
portionate conditions  in  the  essential  blood  constituents  of  paztmient 
women. 

The  vulneration  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  uterus,  caused  by  the  ssp- 
aration  of  the  upper  lamella  of  the  decidua,  but  principally  of  tlit 
placenta,  was  looked  upon  by  many  authors  as  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  the  puerperal  processes.  Eisenmann  has  compared  these  pro- 
cesses with  the  fever  after  wounds,  and  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh  (ISdO), 
has  given  various  proofs  in  favor  of  this  analogy.  The  circumstancei 
which  favor,  in  puerperal  women,  a  general  blood  poisoning,  and  \ff 
which  pus  and  other  morbid  substances  collected  in  the  uterine  cavity 
may  easily  be  carried  into  the  general  blood  current,  are : 

1.  The  open  ends  of  the  utero-placental  vessels  on  the  inner  snrtaea 
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of  the  uteros  not  dosing  always  perfectly,  being  in  constant  contact 
with  the  uterine  secretions. 

2.  The  transfer  of  morbid  and  contagions  substances  to  the  snrfaoe 
of  the  vagina. 

8.  The  accidental  inflammations  which  attack  the  mncous  membrane 
of  the  ntems,  the  so-called  puerperal  processes. 

It  is  by  far  easier  to  explain  the  relation  between  the  fever  and  the 
inner  inflammation  by  the  present  generally  adopted  opinion,  namely, 
thai  the  puerperal  fever  consists  in  a  vitiation  of  the  blood.  For,  ac- 
cording to  that  opinion,  the  fever  is  not  the  cause  of  the  accompanying 
mflammation,  nor  the  inflammation  the  cause  of  the  existiog  fever,  but 
tlM  fever  and  the  inflammation  are  the  consequences  of  a  mutual  cause, 
the  primitive  alteration  of  the  composition  of  the  blood.  This  explains, 
also,  why  in  some  epidemics  the  fever,  in  others  the  inflammatory 
Jeicint,  prevails. 

Among  the  other  not  less  important  etiological  considerations,  par- 
tioalarly  those  which  have  an  influence  upon  the  origin  of  the  sporadic 
patrpeial  processes,  the  following  deserve  a  special  notice :  the  incom- 
plete contraction  and  involution  of  the  uterus  after  delivery  ;  the  atonic 
hsmorrhages ;  the  derangement  and  suppression  of  the  lochia  and 
milk  secretion. 

The  atonic  htemorrhages  stand  in  the  closest  connection,  as  is  known, 
widi  the  contraction  of  the  uterus,  causing  at  the  same  time  a  contrac- 
taoo  of  the  vessels  within  its  walls.  In  case  the  uterus  remains  ex- 
teaded,  feeling  soft  to  the  touch,  a  hiemorrhage  without  or  with  coag- 
nhftion  has  to  take  place — in  the  latter  case,  with  the  formation  of 
tkrombi  in  the  torn  veins.  ( Virchow.)  If  we  fear  the  incomplete  in- 
volution of  the  utenif ,  in  connection  with  the  formation  of  thrombosis, 
leeHng  the  longer,  the  more  the  blood  pressure  is  diminished,  the 
the  blood  circulates,  and  thus  causing  new  obstruction, — if  we 
these  conditions  as  causes  of  puerperal  fever,  it  is  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons : 

1.  The  thrombi  which  have  formed  themselves  within  the  vessels 
mmj  oome  in  contact  with  the  ichorous  inner  surface  of  the  uterine  caV' 
itjf  censing  by  this  a  tendency  to  inner  decomposition,  and  efi*ecting, 
in  tbe  laiger,  more  distant  vessels,  coagulation  (inopexia)  or  septicemia. 

2.  Parts  of  coagulated  blood  in  the  uterine  veins  (the  autochthonic — 
OK%inal— thrombi,  according  to  Virchow)  separating  themselves,  may 

obstmction  as  immigrated  thrombi  (Emboli)  into  the  capillary 
of  distant  organs,  and  effecting  thus  metastasis  in  the  lungs, 
Uwrn,  apleea,  kidneys,  etc. 


id** 
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3.  The  veins  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  puerperal  thrombi  m%j 
snffer  an  alteration  in  the  nutrition  of  their  walls,  bj  which  a  true  ute- 
rine phlebitis  takes  place. 

4.  Under  certain  circumstances  or  dispositions  of  the  STStem — for 
instance,  under  septic  influences — the  autochthonic  thrombi  of  the  nle* 
rine  veins  may  possess  a  certain  quantity  of  catalytic  substances  bf 
which  these  puerperal  thrombi  enter  into  a  r^ressive  metamorphosis, 
giving  occasion  to  the  formation  of  pus  ;  although,  according  to  tbe 
investigations  of  Reinhardt,  it  is  not  certain  that  coagnlated  fibrin 
forms  the  cytoblastema  of  new-formed  pas. 

A  very  old  theory  of  the  nature  of  puerperal  fever  was  baaed  npoa 
the  deficient  or  suppressed  secretions  and  excretions  of  the  lochiti. 
Just  as  the  menstrual  derangements  exert  a  morbid  reaction  upon  the 
female  organism,  it  was  thought  a  like  effect  had  to  be  ascribed  to  tbe 
lochias,  only  modified  by  the  quality  of  the  excretion ;  for,  accordiDg 
to  Galen,  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  the  female  organism  freed  itsdf 
of  deleterious  matter  by  the  lochia,  possessing,  therefore,  poisonom 
properties,  and  its  retention  must  have  a  morbific  efifect.  The  g«ienl 
opinion  was,  that  its  retention  or  suppression  could  cause  a  maligaaiit 
metritis.  We  know  now,  however,  by  the  investigations  of  Hes^ 
that  the  normal  involution  of  the  uterus  takes  place  through  ftttf 
integration  of  its  muscular  fibre — a  condition  in  which  these,  togetber 
with  other  substances,  are  emitted  in  the  form  of  lochia.  But  if  tiie 
products  of  this  metamorphosis,  which  have  to  be  excreted,  are  le- 
tained,  they  pass  within  the  system  into  alterations  and  decompositiooi 
by  which  they  affect  the  blood.  But  the  suppression  of  the  lodiitf 
facilitates,  also,  every  deleterious  influence  from  without ;  for  so  loQg 
as  the  inner  surface  secretes,  the  older  secretory  products  are  poshed 
forward  by  the  new  ones,  the  inner  surface  of  the  uterus  beiQg  yet 
protected,  when  the  decidual  and  placental  remnants  have  passed 
already  into  decomposition.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  involution  and 
secretion  of  the  uterus  have  ceased,  the  putrid  decomposition  which 
has  already  attacked  the  decidual  and  placental  remnants  may  easily 
pass  to  the  tissue  of  the  uterus,  affecting  the  blood  circulating  in  the 
vessels,  causing  thus  the  resorption  of  septic  and  deleterious  substances. 

Formerly  the  suppression  of  the  secretion  of  the  milk  was  considered 
an  important  etiological  moment.  But  now  this  opinion  is  abandoned, 
particularly  since  Kiwish  and  others  have  shown  that  those  women 
who  do  not  nurse  their  children-  are  spared  from  this  disease.  Thst 
the  retention  of  the  milk,  in  consequence  of  difficult  excretion,  msj 
produce  painful  accumulation,  mastitis  and  fever,  is  acknowledged; 
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bat  it  is  just  as  certain  that  the  so-called  milk  fever  does  not  alone  de- 
pend npon  an  excessive  secretion.  A  blood  infection  by  the  milk  ma- 
terials, a  milk  crasis,  can  not  be  proven,  because  the  milk  secretion 
QgnaUy  continues  in  the  beginning  of  the  puerperal  process,  ceasing, 
freqoentlj,  only  after  the  plain  appearance  of  the  fever.  Moreover,  the 
supposed  milk  metastasis  contains  nothing  else  but  the  usual  exuda- 
tions, among  which,  to  be  sure,  fat  and  milk  sugar  are  really  found. 

Till  now  the  microscopic  examinations  did  not  discover  milk  in  the 
blood.  It  is  only  found  that  the  blood  of  lying-in  women  is  rich  in 
fat  corpuscles,  which  can  easily  be  distinguished  from  the  white  blood 
oorpusclea  by  treatment  with  ether.  Even  suppose  that  the  milk,  or  the 
eonatituent  parts  of  it  in  the  blood  are  retained  there  after  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  lacteal  secretion,  and  excreted  in  other  forms  of  secretion, 
still  it  does  not  give  any  proof  for  the  connection  between  milk  crasis, 
or  milky  excretion,  and  the  puerperal  processes  ;  for  the  deposition  of 
milk  constituents  at  unusual  places  can  not  take  place  as  vicarious  pro- 
ducts, for  the  reason  that  those  constituents  are  not  present  in  the  blood. 
Bxperiments  with  animals,  by  Donn^,  contradict,  also,  the  theory  of 
tbe  development  of  the  puerperal  processes  out  of  the  retention  of  the 
milk  constituents  in  the  blood,  for  after  injecting  these  ingredients,  no 
bad  consequences,  except  a  passing  dizziness,  were  observed.  If  these 
reasons  are  sufficient  to  abandon  the  opinion  of  the  retention  of  the 
Milk  as  a  cause  of  the  puerperal  processes,  we  have  also  to  give  up  the 
CQStom  existing  among  physicians  and  laymen  to  excite  the  secretion 
of  the  milk,  by  all  possible  means,  for  the  purpose  of  forestalling  or 
pforenting  the  puerperal  fever ;  or,  if  it  has  taken  place  already,  to 
lessen  it.  If  the  disease  has  developed  itself,  the  nursing  of  the  child 
is,  according  to  our  experience,  without  any  benefit ;  and  as  it  is  rather 
harmfnl  for  the  child  and  very  annoying  to  the  sick  mother,  it  is  better 
to  advise  against  it 

There  are  some  other  causes  which  combine  themselves  to  produce 
the  disease,  although  most  frequently  in  the  sporadic  form,  which  we 
amst  mention.  Mental  emotions,  particularly  depressing  ones,  exert, 
deeriy,  a  bad  influence  upon  the  innervation  of  the  lying-in  woman. 
We  have  often  observed  that  such  mental  emotions  were  the  cause  of 
derangement  of  the  childbed,  for  we  often  saw,  immediately  after  their 
deleterious  effect,  fever  with  chills,  striking  alterations  in  the  expression 
of  the  face,  and  in  the  midst  of  this,  collapse,  the  symptoms  of  blood 
diseolotion,  with  a  rapid  progress.  Even  during  pregnancy  this  effect 
manifested  itself  in  some  unmarried  females. 

la  lefereooe  to  the  individuality,  it  may  be  granted  for  certain,  that 
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no  period  of  life,  no  constitatioa,  no  oerUm 
tecdon  ftgUDBt  the  pnerparaJ  piDcesaes.  1 
■troDgeBt  and  healthiest  are  attacked,  ae  wel 
tic  Frimiparaa  are  attacked  in  lai^er  nmnb 
erperal  yrocesaes  foDow  frequently  after  infii 
pregnancy,  as  plearitis,  pneamonia,  peticardj 
disease.  Still,  according  to  onr  'Bxperien< 
most  subject  to  the  puerperal  fever  who  hav 
before  their  confinement,  of  diarrhcea,  colic  o 
intermitting  lever  rather  more  seldom.  The 
chronic  tnbercnloais  exclndes  the  pnerperal 
welt  foanded ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  oh 
ated  with  vomica  in  the  longs.  We  will  b 
pnlmonalis  do«s  not  stop  in  its  course  dnr 
observed  the  reverse  too  often  to  believe  si 
may  also  favor  the  development  of  the  pnerj 
nude  after  long  labor,  and  having  caused  vnl 

Errors  in  diet  may  also  excite  the  develo 
only  in  aa  much  as  they  cause  an  abdominal 
occasion  to  inopexia,  to  etasis  and  pnerpetml 
of  (he  digestion  retard  the  biliary  socretion, 
not  freeing  itself  au£Sciently  of  the  snperfluo 
brium  between  the  various  elements  becomi 
temperature  of  the  room  exerts,  also,  a  bad  i 
qnickening  patrid  decomposition  of  the  pi 
preHsion  of  the  perspiration,  particularly  in  t 
may  also  produce  bad  resulls,  as  the  in  gene 
to  be  brought  back  to  its  normal  composit 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  not  proceeding 
though  the  transpiration  of  the  parturient  ^ 
reference  to  its  natnre,  any  thing  characterisi 
same  by  cold  may  have  a  bad  eSeet  upon  ihi 
qnences  have  often  been  observed  by  it :  det* 
inner  oigaos,  hyper«mia,  stasis,  blood  coag 
puerperal  processes,  even  death.  (Braun.) 

We  have  thus  given,  in  general  outline,  the 
of  the  puerperal  processes.  Wo  mnst,  in 
science,  suppose  that  they  have  their  origin  ; 
the  form  of  alteration  of  rapid  solution  of  t 
man  already  during  pregnancy,  mora  freqnei 
few  days  afterward,  and  which  may  davelo 
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Uood»  or  wcondarfly  throtigb  resorption  of  septic  or  morbid  sabstanoee 
tnuisported  from  the  utems.  The  solution  of  the  blood  may  end  in 
d— th,  with  or  without  localization.  Notwithstanding  the  numerooB 
inTestigations  of  the  tme  nature  of  this  blood  dissolution,  it  ia  still 
■hroaded  in  utter  darkness. 


'•  > 


Gamp  Chase,  O.,  Oct.  12tb,  1861. 
Mb88K8.  Editors  :  —  Since  coming  to  this  camp  —  about  four 
ago — I  have  obtained  an  insight  of  "  camp-disease,"  some- 
wkat  different  from  what  is  generally  known  or  supposed  of  it.  I 
hftTV  many  times  read  and  heard  hints  of  camp-dysentery  and 
MBp-fever  as  being  very  intractable.  I  never  read  any  treatise  illua- 
teatiiig  the  predisposing  and  exciting  causes,  such  as  1  think  they 
vaally  are. 

It  appears  to  me  the  causes  are  multiform,  and  result  in  just  such  a 
•oedition  of  the  system  as  should  naturally  be  supposed  when  a 
view  of  the  proximate  condition  of  typhoid  disease  is  enter- 
rijB.:  l^phoid  disease  or  fever  (I  do  not  mean  necessarily 
fever)  is*a  state  of  diseased  action  in  which  the  azotizcd  con* 
ilkiieDta  of  the  system  are  concerned  ;  that  is,  tbe  diief  eliminatioa 
takas  place  in  these  constituents,  the  elimination  of  the  carbonized 
MBStitiients  being  incidental. 

Cmi€9  of  Camp  Diiease, — At  the  moment  the  civilian  determines 
Id  become  s  soldier,  all  his  faculties,  both  mental  and  physical,  are 
duuiged  from  their  usual  course.  From  that  moment  till  the  recruit 
settled  into  the  mental  and  physical  habits  of  a  soldier  in 
kp  or  on  the  march,  the  mind  and  whole  nervous  system  is  under 
excitement.  He  is  actuated  by  an  entirely  different  set  of 
thoQ^ts,  hopes,  ambitions,  regrets  and  fears,  by  all  of  which  the 
physical  substructure  of  the  mind  is  called  upon  for  a  different  kind 
and  amount  of  atomic  change,  or  supply  and  elimination. 

The  physical  habits  are  similarly  perverted  ;  the  recruit  immediate- 
ly becomes  irr^^lar  in  all  his  habits  of  labor,  repose,  eating  and 
drinking  and  temperature,  for  he  leaves  off  his  usual  labor,  walka 
alMmt,  nms  about,  lounges  about,  eats  irregular  quantities  and  quali* 
liea  at  irregular  times ;  smokes  double  or  triple  his  usual  amount. 
ddrka  ohmat  and  moie  vooklesaly,  and  aleepa  anjwheie  and  anyhow. 
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in  clothes  or  in  bed,  out  or  in  doors,  cold  or  warm.  ThxiB  th6  nmsea- 
lar  and  every  other  part  are  called  upon  for  a  more  actfvB  atomic 
change.  But  few,  I  think,  will  escape  manifesting  more  or  less  sjmp- 
toms  of  disease. 

The  disease  in  this  camp  at  the  present  time  is  manifest  in  the  form 
of  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  mild  continual  fever,  cancrum  oris,  boils, 
carbuncles,  anritis,  ophthalmia,  rheumatism,  and  a  few  cases  of  inter- 
mittent. But  in  nearly  all  these  various  diseased  conditions  the  type 
is  distinctly  typhoid.  I  need  not  describe  the  various  appearances  of 
the  tongue  minutely,  but  suffice  it  that  we  can  see  daily  tongues  of  per- 
sons on  the  sick  list,  as  well  as  those  on  duty,  swollen  and  sparsely  coated 
with  enlarged  papillar  and  red  edges ;  red,  glossy,  fissured  tongws, 
flat  and  broad  ;  natural  size,  with  brown  coating  covering  the  poste- 
rior part  and  edges,  with  tip  and  middle  more  or  less  red  ;  palsied 
tongues,  all  red,  with  sparsely  speckled  brown  or  white  coating,  etc., 
etc.,  but  tremulous  in  nearly  every  case.  Now  observe  that  these 
tongues  are  by  no  means  confined  to  the  few  patients  in  the  hospital, 
but  are  common  to  those  patients  who  call  every  morning.  In  the 
Fortieth  Regiment  we  have  about  twenty  calls  daily,  nearly  all  of 
which  have  tongues  as  here  described;  scarcely  any  of  whom  tre 
confined  to  their  bed,  and  but  few  to  their  quarters,  when  the  weather 
is  pleasant.  From  this  you  will  see  that  we  have  patients  walking 
about  and  sometimes  on  duty  who  are  regularly  undergoing  typhoid 
fever, —  not  necessarily  enteric  fever.  The  pulse  is  generally  below 
one  hundred,  and  weak. 

TreaimerU, — I  must  be  as  brief  on  this  as  on  the  foregoing.  TV 
dysenteries  and  diarrhoeas  are  not  obstinate.  When  thehowels  appear 
to  have  been  freely  evacuated  spontaneously,  I  'administer  at  onoe  • 
large  opiate  —  not  very  material  what  form  —  and  repeat  it  at 
every  three  to  six  hours  till  the  evacuation  is  stopped  ;  a  few  soA 
doses,  with  light  diet,  will  generally  suffice.  When  the  bowels  hsfe 
not  been  freely  evacuated  naturally,  I  give :  Tr.  opii,  M.  xxv.  toxxx., 
with  ol.  ricini,  3  iij. —  and  after  the  purging  a  full  opiate.  This  u 
the  best  treatment  for  most  new  cases.  In  this  typhoid  condition 
purging  must  be  don^  cautiously. 

The  slow  typhoid  fever,  which  some  have  for  a  week  or  two,  I  treat 
chiefly  with  opium,  given  at  the  rate  of  one  or  two  grains  every  foof 
to  six  hours  —  it  does  much  better  than  quinine  or  brandy.  The  fevff 
comes  on  slowly,  and  goes  off  slowly,  and  lasts  from  one  to  two  weebi 
the  patient  going  about  much  of  the  time.  This  quality  of  typhotf 
fever,  like  all  other  idiopathic  typhoid  fevers,  will  not  terminate  uatil 
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an  amoant  of  diminution  has  taken  place,  which  is  definite  to  each 
ease.    These  patients  all  get  well. 

Some  surgeons  in  this  camp  nse  mercury  and  astringents  in  the 
bowel  affections  ;  I  can  see  no  good  in  this  plan. 

Those  patients  who  come  in  with  boils  and  carbuncles  generally 
look  robust,  and  have  not  had  the  bowel  affection  ;  to  such  I  give 
laline  cathartics,  and  they  do  well. 

Ague  I  treat  here  as  elsewhere,  viz.:  Abundance  of  quinine,  an  oc- 
casional purgation  of  rhenbarb  and  soda,  and  no  mercury. 


■  ^mm  m 
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I%€  MUUary  HospUtd, — Our  readers  will  have  read  the  accounts  in 
the  daily  papers  of  this  city  in  regard  to  the  maltreatment  of  the  sick 
•oldien,  with  great  surprise.     The  public  mind  has  been  greatly  ex* 
cited,  and  as  usual  the  abuse  of  the  medical  gentleman  having  the 
hospital  in  charge  has  been  proportional  to  the  falsehood  of  the  whole 
of  the  chaiges  made.     We  do  not  remember  two  men  who  have  been 
more  unjustly  abused,  misrepresented  and  falsified  than  Surgeon  J.  J. 
D.  Wright  and  Assistant- Surgeon  Lindsley,  who  have  charge  of  the 
hospital.     Some   two   weeks   since,  two  hundred   and  odd  soldiers 
arrived  from  Gen.  Rosecrans'  division  without  any  warning.     The 
hospital  was   almost  full  when  they  arrived,  so  that  for  two  days 
srery  part  of  the  house  was  very  crowded.     More  than  one-half  of 
the  two  hundred  were  by  no  means  very  sick,  and  were  sent  to  Camp 
Bsnnison,  where  they  are  now   convalescent.    The  hospital  being 
crowded.  Surgeon  Wright  sent  a  large  number  temporarily  to  St. 
John's  and  the  Commercial  Hospital.     A  few  days  since,  another 
military  hospital  was  opened,  to  which  the  patients  in  the  above 
named  hospitals  were  transferred.      Surgeon   Wright  ordered   Dr. 
McDermont,  late  Suigeon  of  the  First  Regiment,  (three  months,)  and 
more  recently  on  duty  in  Virginia,  as  acting  Brigade,  Surgeon  to  the 
new  hospital.     We  know  that  the  soldiers  have  been  well  cared  for. 
80  great  was  the  clamor  against  Drs.  Wright  and  Lindsley,  that  tw^o 
eommitlees  of  citizens  investigated  the  condition  of  the  hospital,  and 
rspoited  that  the  charges  of  neglect  and  cruel  treatment  were  wholly 
iiilse.     Even  now  in  the  face  of  these  reports,  some  of  the  daily 
papers  and  many  citizens  persist  in  uttering  statements  in  reg^ard  to 
Iha  iMid  management  of  the  hospital  and  the  neglect  of  the  soldiers, 
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which  have  no  foundation  in  fact.  Tlierd  is  reason  to  believe  that 
there  are  persons  at  work  in  this  matter  whose  object  is  not  that  €i 
benevolence  to  the  sick  soldiers.  We  have  visited  the  hospital  fie- 
quently ;  and  examined  the  condition  of  the  patients,  and  feel  free  to 
say  that  the  soldiers  are  well  provided  for. 

No  one  of  onr  readers  need  any  information  from  ns  as  to  the  re- 
quirements demanded  of  those  who  are  admitted  into  the  medical 
staff  of  the  regular  armj.  Indeed,  the  examinations  for  the  armj 
and  navy  are  the  only  examinations  in  the  country.  In  seyerity, 
extent  and  minuteness,  they  are  as  far  superior  to  the  ordinary  coll^ 
examinations  as  any  good  thing  can  be  superior  to  a  very  ordinary 
one.  We  say  this  much  as  a  guarantee  of  the  qualifications  of  Dr. 
Lindsley,  who  has  the  especial  charge  of  the  hospital.  As  for  Dr. 
Wright,  thirty  years  of  service  in  U»  army  and  his  responsible  posi- 
tion of  medical  director  of  this  department,  is  a  sufficient  attest  of 
his  abilities. 

While  on  this  subject,  we  can  only  express  surprise  that  Urn 
Government  or  the  General  commanding  does  not  open  a  hospital  st 
Charleston,  Ya.,  so  as  to  avoid  the  transportation  of  the  sick  so  great 
a  distance.  A  hospital  is  imperatively  demanded  nearer  to  thi 
headquarters  of  the  troops.  Dr.  Wright  reconunended  this  measure 
to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  learn  that  Dr.  Wright  has  been  relier- 
ed  from  duty  in  this  department  at  his  own  request,  and  has  beei 
transferred  to  St.  Louis.  Dr.  W.  is  a  faithful  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  has  done  his  duty  here.  A  gpreai  many  persons,  both  mile 
and  female,  have  already  discovered  that  they  have  abused  him  withoot 
cau6e,[^and  altogether  have  behaved  v^  outrageously  to  him  and  Dr. 
Idndsley. 


To  our  B9ader$, — We  occupy  unusual  space  with  the  first  article  of 
this  number,  but  made  up  as  it  is  with  the  reports  of  a  series  of  ctie- 
fully  instituted  original  experiments,  we  doubt  not  our  readers  wifl 
thank  us  for  the  article,  although  we  are  thereby  prevented  from 
giving  our  usual  variety.  The  paper  read  before  the  Academy  of 
Medicine  on  Puerperal  Disease  is  a  condensed  translation  from  tbe 
German,  and  embraces  a  full  summary  of  all  that  is  now  known  or 
established  in  this  fidd  of  investigation  ;  the  pathology  and  treatmeit 
form  separate  papers,  and  will  follow  in  regular  order,  llie  Cincir 
nati  Academy  of  Medicine  is  at  present  engaged  in  a  warm  and  int•^ 
esting  discussion  of  these  papers,  and  we  may  perhaps  bereaftar  giio 
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an  abstract  or  summary  of  the  debate.  Other  valaed  correspondents 
and  contribntors  must  excuse  the  delay  made  in  the  appearance  of 
their  papers. 


IrriiabUiiy  of  the  Stomach  in  Prtgnanc^, — A  correspondent  calls  our 
attention  to  an  "abstract"  in  our  October  number,  in  which  he  sup- 
poses the  dose  of  strychnine  recommended  would  prove  a  fatal  dose. 
The  [paragraph  in  question  directs  "  citrate  of  iron  and  strychnia, 
and  sulph.  of  quinine,  of  each  12  grs.,  divided  into  twelve  powders, 
one  to  be  given  every  four  hours."  The  citrate  of  iron  and  strych- 
nia is  a  new  salt,  containing  f  ^  ^^  strychnia  to  the  grain.  Each  dose, 
therefore,  administered  every  four  hours  contains  ^^  gr.,  and  not  a/uU 
ffram,  as  might  appear  on  a  superficial  reading  of  the  abstract. 


(Xndnnaii  Betreat/or  the  Insane. — We  call  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  advertisement  of  this  Institution,  to  be  found  in  our 
advertising  sheet.  We  have  known  Dr.  Mead  for  several  years.  He 
has  devoted  much  time  and  study  to  the  treatment  of  the  insane- 
We  know  of  no  better  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  West,  and  we 
feel  safe  in  saying  that  Dr.  Mead  is  well  qualified  to  treat  those  who 
may  be  placed  under  his  charge.  The  building  and  location  are 
among  the  best  of  the  many  situated  on  the  hills  overlooking  the  city. 


Ncn-Infiammahle  Dreeeee. — A  recent  deplorable  accident  at  a  Phil- 
adelphia theatre,  by  which  the  death  of  several  young  ladies  resulted, 
has  been  made  the  subject  of  general  newspaper  notice  ;  and  in  several 
of  our  medical  exchanges  we  observe  the  question  of  the  chemical 
preparation  of  light  muslin  fabrics  so  as  to  prevent  these  horrible 
accidents,  is  again  made  a  matter  of  discussion.  There  is  no  louger 
any  doubt  as  to  the  effect  of  certain  solutions  upon  these  structures, 
and  their  practical  application  becomes  not  only  a  matter  of  interest  to 
joung  ladies  who  expect  to  appear  before  the  foot-ligbts  of  the  stage, 
bat  to  every  one.  We  clip  from  the  Philadelphia  Medical  News  the 
following  paragraphs  taken  from  the  Medical  Ti$nes  and  Gazette  : 

It  is  said  {Medical  T^nus  and  QazetU,  Aug.  3,  1861,)  that  "  the 
most  delicate  white  cambric  handkerchief,  or  fioccy  gauze,  or  the  finest 
lace,  may,  by  simple  soaking  in  a  weak  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc, 
be  ao  protected  from  blaze,  that,  if  held  in  the  flame  of  a  candle,  they 
may  be  reduced  to  tinder  without  blazing."     Dr.  Odling  tells  us  that : 

*'  The  various  means  proposed  for  rendering  textile  fabrics  non- 
inHammable  were  carefully  investigated  a  short  time  back  by  two 
wdl-known    chemists,    Messrs.    Versmann    and    Oppenheim.     An 
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accoant  of  tbeir  experiments  was  read  at  the  Aberdeen  meeting  of  the 
British  Association  in  1859,  and  was  afterwards  pnbliahed  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  and  in  a  separate  form  bj  Tr&bner  and 
Co.,  of  Paternoster-row. 

"  They  showed  that  linen  and  cotton  goods  dried  after  immersion 
in  a  solution  of  one  or  other  of  several  salts,  possessed  the  property  of 
non-inflammability,  and  that  the  best  results  were  obtained  with  • 
solution  of  sulphate  of  ammonia,  or  of  tungstate  of  soda,  neither  of 
which  liquidsproduced  any  injurious  effect  upon  the  tissue  or  color  of 
the  fabric.  The  tungstate  of  soda  solution  was  found  most  applicable 
to  laundry  purposes,  on  account  of  its  not  interfering  in  any  way  with 
the  process  of  ironing. 

"  Muslins,  etc.,  steeped  in  a  7-per-cent.  solution  of  sulphate  of  am- 
monia, or  a  20-per-cent.  solution  of  tungstate  of  soda,  and  then  dried, 
may  be  held  in  a  flame  of  a  candle  or  gas-lamp  without  taking  fire. 
That  portion  of  the  stuff  in  contact  with  the  light  becomes  charred 
and  destroyed,  but  it  does  not  inflame,  and  consequently  the  bumiiig 
state  does  not  spread  to  the  rest  of  the  material." 

New  Books, — We  have  received  from  the  publishers,  the  Messrs.  S. 
8.  <k  W.  Wood,  of  New  York,  Bedford's  Principles  and  PraeAce  ff 
Obstetrics.  We  have  only  had  time  to  glance  over  this  book  after  t 
hasty  sort  of  manner,  but  our  prepossessions  in  its  favor  are  very 
decided.  We  doubt  not  it  will  meet  with  the  favor  which  was  00 
cordially  given  the  work  on  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  the 
same  author. 

Also  from  Messrs.  Lindsay  is  Blakiston,  of  Philadelphia,  a  new 
edition  of  Taylor's  Medical  Jurisprudence ,  edited  by  Dr.  Hartshone. 

From  W.  A.  Townsend,  of  New  York,  we  have  received  the  Phf- 
sician*s  Band  Book  of  Practice  for  1862.  This  is  becoming  pretty 
well  known  to  the  profession,  and  in  some  respects  is  the  most  elib- 
orate  and  complete  little  hand-book  we  know  of.  It  will  soon  be 
time  to  select  a  pocket  memorandum  for  the  new  year,  and  we  can 
commend  this  to  the  favorable  notice  of  those  interested.  The  price 
is  81.25.     Morocco  tuck  binding  and  gilt. 

We  notice  Robt.  M.  Dewitt,  of  New  York,  has  just  issued  a  traiw- 
lation  of  Scanzoni's  Diseases  of  Women,  edited  by  Dr.  Gardner. 
We  have  not  seen  this  book,  but  it  must  certainly  prove  an  importsni 
addition  to  the  medical  literature  of  the  day. 


Jeferson  Medical  College,  —  We  learn  that  Dr.  W.  V.  Keating, 
elected  last  year  as  successor  to  Dr.  Meigs  in  the  chair  of  Obstetiics 
in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  obliged  to 
tender  his  resignation  on  account  of  ill  health.  Prof.  Meigs 
deliver  the  course  the  ensuing  session. 
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Army  Intelligenoe. 

Iftformatian  and  Carretpondence  of  army  newa,  and  of  all  matters 
that  can  prove  of  interest  in  these  exciting  times  to  oar  readers,  is 
earnestly  solicited.  We  hope  to  hear  from  surgeons  on  duty  reports 
of  their  experience  in  actual  service.  Friends  at  home  continually 
think  of  those  in  the  field,  and  we  trust  those  in  the  field  will  not 
forget  us  at  home. 

Medical  AppoifUmenU  in  the  Ohio  Regiments. — The  following  ap- 
pointments have  heen  recently  made  by  the  Governor  : 

Surgeons, — ^Thomas  McFadden,  Westerville,  Forty-sixth  Regiment ; 
B.  Worth,  Gilboa.  First  Cavalry  ;  W.  M.  King,  Fredericktown, 
Fifty-fifth  R^ment ;  H.  O.  Muck,  Mansfield,  Fifty-seventh  Regi- 
ment ;  Samuel  Hart,  Marietta,  Sixty-third  Regiment ;  C.  Chenck, 
Cleveland,  Thirty-seventh  Regiment ;  R.  Shallen,  Columbus,  Fifty- 
eighth  R^ment ;  A.  H.  Stephens,  Camden,  Forty-fifth  Regiment  ; 
8.  T.  Forbes,  Toledo,  Fiftieth  Regiment ;  I.  F.  Kenig,  Plymouth, 
Fifty-sixth  Regiment ;  Enoch  Pearce,  Steubenville,  Sixty-first  Regi- 
ment ;  L.  A.  Hamilton,  Chardon,  Sixty-second  Regiment ;  M.  C. 
Wood  worth,  Warren,  Fifty- first  Regiment ;  W.  M.  Cake,  Fostoria, 
Fifty-third  R^ment ;  J.  P.  Haggott,  Eaton,  Sixty-fourth^Regiment ; 
John  G.  Kyle,  Xenia,  Sixty-fifth  Regiment ;  C.  T.  Brent,  Cincinnati, 
Fifty-fourth  Regiment ;  M.  T.  Carey,  Cincinnati,  Forty-eighth  Regi- 
ment ;  M.  Hogan,  Fort  Washington,  Fifty-first  Regiment ;  J.  C. 
Swartzwelder,  Ironton,  First  Artillery ;  F.  Hunthale,  Massillon, 
Nineteenth  Regiment;  W.  L.  Schenck,  Franklin,  Seventeenth 
Regiment. 

Assistant- Surgeons, — J.  P.  Bing,  Pomeroy,  Fifty-third  Regiment ; 
G.  C.  Norton,  Decatur,  Forty-sixth  R^ment ;  T.  L.  Neal,  Decatur, 
Forty -fifth  Regpment ;  J.  W.  Harman,  Chagrin,  Forty-second  Regi- 
ment ;  M.  H.  Haynes,  Seven  Mile,  Sixty-third  Regiment ;  B.  F. 
Benklcy,  Rainer's  Mills,  Sixty-fourth  Regiment ;  S.  F.  Selby,  Colla- 
mer.  Third  Cavalry  ;  Jacob  Laisey,  Cleveland,  Sixty-second  Regi- 
ment; C.  Soelheim,  Cincinnati,  Ninth  Regiment;  B.  N.  Fayler, 
Bncyrus,  Nineteenth  Regiment ;  Sylvester  Burroughs,  Geneva,  Twen- 
ty-ninth Regiment ;  A.  T.  Johnson,  New  Vienna,  Twenty-second 
Regiment;  J.  C.  Kalb,  Losedale,  Fortieth  Regiment;  A.  L.  Vail, 
Cincinnati,  Forty -Third  Regiment ;  M.  C.  H.  Kendall,  Bucyrus, 
Forty-eighth  Rogiment ;  John  Hill,  Senecaville,  Fiftieth  Regiment  ; 
W.  S.  Moor,  Felicity,  Fifty-second  Regiment ;  M.  Hoge,  Cambridge, 
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Fifty-fonrth Regiment ;  E.  Sinnett,  Granville,  Seventeenth  Regiment; 
H.  B.  Johnson,  Richfield,  Fiftj-fifth  Regiment;  W.  0.  Pajne, 
Elmoze,  Fifty-sixth  Regiment ;  H.  B.  Spoooer,  Republic,  ¥1ftj- 
seventh  Regiment;  John  Canan,  Camd^L,  First  Oavalry;  8.  L 
Harper,  Cincinnati,  Sixty-fifth  R^meni. 

Dr.  J.  R,  Monroe^  of  Seymour,  Indiana,  has  suspended  his  edito- 
rial duties  on  the  tripod  of  the  Times,  and  gone  into  service.  Tb 
Appointment  of  Dr.  Monroe  as  Surgeon  to  one  of  the  Indiana  Regi- 
ments is  a  capital  one. 

Brigade  Surgeons. — Prof.  G.  C.  Blackman  has  been  appointed  • 
Brigade  Surgeon,  and  for  the  present  is  assigned  to  the  staft  of  Gea. 
Mitchell  in  this  city.  The  following  gentlemen  having  passed  tbe 
Army  Medical  Board  at  Washington,  have  been  commissioned 
Brigade  Sui^geons:  W.  H.  Mussey,  Cincinnati ;  C.  W.  Jones,  Geo. 
Burr,  W.  M.  Chamberlain,  Robert  Roskoton,  S.  L.  Pancoast,  F.  H. 
Gross,  J.  0.  Kennon,  Z.  F.  Azpell,  S.  8.  Cox,  J.  G.  Grant,  C.  B. 
Chapman,  F.  W.  Burke. 


Dr.   W.   A.  Bradley,  Iowa,  has  been  appointed  Assistant- 

Surgeon  in  the  Regular  Army.  . 

BecommendatUms  of  State  Medical  Board.-^To  his  ExceOeney,  W. 
Dennison,  Governor  of  Ohio :  As  the  result  of  examinations,  dnly 
held,  we  approve,  and  hereby  present  for  your  consideration,  as  em- 
didates  for  Surgeons  and  Surgeons'  Mates  in  the  United  States  vohm- 
teer  service,  the  following  named  persons': 

Surgeone,  —  Robert  Fletcher,  M.D.,  Cincinnati ;  Bernard  Knon, 
M.D.,  Cleveland ;  A.  R.  Jones,  M.D.,  Portsmouth ;  C.  R.  Pierce, 
M.D.,  Akron  ;  Henry  SpUlman,  M.D.,  Medina  ;  Isaac  Train,  M.D., 
Pomeroy ;  M.  C.  Cuykendall,  M.D.,  Bucyrus;  T.  M.  Ebright,  M.D^ 
Millersburg,  Holmes  County ;  E.  B.  Harrison,  M.D.,  Napoleon ;  J. 
D.  Potter,  M.D.,  Winchester,  Franklin  County  ;  M.  Litzenberg,  M.D., 
College  Hill,  Hamilton  County  ;  S.  C.  Mendenhall,  M.D.,  Frazart- 
burg,  Muskingum  County ;  David  Baguley,  M.D.,  Wellesville ;  J. 
N.  Beach,  M.D.,  West  Jefierson,  Madison  County  ;  Jonas  P.  SafTord, 
M.D.,  Cbillicothe;  A.  T.  Markle,  M.D.,  Winterville,  Jeflfareon 
County ;  W.  F.  Dean,  M.D.,  Milan,  Erie  County ;  J.  W.  Greene, 
M.D.,  Fairfield,  Greene  County ;  James  S.  Reeves,  M.D.,  McCon- 
nellsville ;  H.  Senseman,  M.D.,  Tremont,  Clark  County ;  Wm. 
Arnold,  M.D.,  Roscoe  ;  Christian  Forster,  MJ).,  Hamilton  County; 
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W.  H.  Phillips,  M.D.,  Kenton  ;  C.  A.  Hoagland,  M.D.,  Troy, 
MiMni  County ;  A.  C.  McChesney,  M.D.,  Batavia,  Clermont  Connty ; 
James  P.  Alcorn,  M.D.,  Ravenna,  Portage  County ;  W.  Morrow 
Beach,  M.D.,  Lafayette,  Madison  County  ;  Chas.  H.  Hood,  M.D., 
Dresden ;  R.  G.  McLean,  M.D.,  Lockbum,  Franklin  County ;  D.  8. 
Hall,  M.D.,  Ashtabula  ;  L.  Slusser,  M.D.,  Canton,  Stark  County ; 
A.  M.  Munson,  M.D.,  Kenton. 

McUei, — C.  R.  Reed,  M.D.,  Middleport,  Meigs  County  ;  Byron 
Stanton,  M.D.,  Salem,  Columbiana  County  ;  George  Liggett,  M.D., 
KMhyiUe,  Holmes  County ;  Isaac  N.  Hines,  M.D,  Chillicothe  ;  C. 
T.  Wilber,  M.D.,  MarietU ;  P.  Cook,  M.D.,  Marietta  ;  W.  T.  Ride- 
noQr,  M.D.,  Smithville,  Wayne  County ;  James  Westfall,  M.D.« 
Ai^pista,  Carroll  County ;  F.  M.  Rose,  M.D.,  West  Rushvflle, 
Faiifield  County  ;  J.  R.  Weirst,  M.D.,  New  Paris,  Preble  County  ; 
Amos  Potter,  M.D.,  Ghreenville,  Darke  County ;  A.  B.  Monahan, 
M.D.,  Athens  County ;  J.  L.  Morris,  M.D.,  Springfield  Cross  Roads, 
Srie  County,  Pa. ;  B.  S.  Chase,  M.D.,  Akron  ;  James  D.  Webb, 
1I.D.,  Cincinnati ;  I.  B.  Laird,  M.D.,  Tiffin  ;  W.  M.  Kaull,  M.D., 
Tiffin ;  H.  P.  Fricker,  M.D.,  Jefferson,  Ashtabula  County ;  A.  C. 
HcNutt,  M.D.,  New  Washington,  Crawford  County  ;  Joseph  Richard- 
son, M,D,  Cincinnati ;  Thomas  B.  Hood,  M  J).,  Newark  ;  Thomas  J. 
Hajnes,  M.D.,  Darby  Creeek,  Madison  County  ;  E.  Pierson  Eber- 
K^,  M.D.,  Lewisburg,  Preble  County  ;  D.  A.  Dwyer,  M.D.,  New 
Petersburg,  Highland  County ;  W.  B.  Shaffer,  M.D.,  Delaware;  C. 
L.  Wilson,  M.D.,  Lee,  Athens  County  ;  L.  Woodruff,  M.D.,  Alton, 
Fnnklin  County ;  B.  £.  Stevens,  M.D.,  Miami ;  N.  Cole,  M.D., 
Etna,  Licking  County ;  H.  P.  Anderson,  M.D.,  Richland  County ; 
Eugene  Ringler,  M.D.,  Tiffin  ;  Homer  C.  Shaw,  M.D.,  Lancaster; 
J.  C.  Marr,  M.D.,  Colebrook,  Ashtabula  County  ;  James  Sprague, 
MJD.,  Vienna  Cross  Roads,  Clarke  County ;  O.  J.  Hall,  M.D., 
Franklin  Furnace,  Scioto  Connty  ;  John  C.  Gill,  M.D.,  Cleveland  ; 
J.  W.  Lewis,  M.D.,  Lancaster ;  J.  W.  Brock,  M.D.,  North  Lccsburg, 
Champaign  County;  Samuel  H.  Lee,  M.D.,  Coshocton;  Henry 
Manfred,  M.D.,  Covington,  Ky. ;  William  H.  Cram,  M.D.,  Hyatts- 
Tille,  Miami  County. 

We  furthermore  recommend   for   promotion,  Cliarlcs   H.  Swain, 

ILD.,  now  Burgeon's  Mate  to  the  Twelfth  Regiment. 

Respectfully  submitted,  William  M.  Awl, 

8.  M.  Smith, 
J.  W.  Hamilton. 
Odmmhu,  Ohio,  Oct.  21,  1861. 
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PREPABED   BT  0.  A.  HAJtTMAHN,   MJ>. 


PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 

1.  Ice  Water  in  Croup. — Dr.  J.  A.  McFarland,  of  Tiffin,  0.,  c 
attention  to  the  good  effects  of  ice  water  applied  externally  in 
croupal  affections.  He  uses  folds  of  mnslin  or  linen,  la£ge  enoagi 
cover  the  whole  throat  and  upper  part  of  the  sternum,  l^e  wet  d< 
wrung  just  enough  to  prevent  dripping,  ought  to  be  well  covi 
with  several  thicknesses  of  dry  flannel,  and  then  both  shouU 
seoured  with  a  small  handkerchief.  These  applications,  renewed  f 
time  to  time,  are  continued  till  the  disease  is  thoroughly  subdi 
Occasionally,  ipecac  and  alum  as  emetics,  enemata,  castor-oil,  caloi 
the  warm-bath,  anodynes,  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  may  be  \ 
^besides  ;  even  in  severe  cases,  however,  ice  water  alone  can  be  xi 
on. — Columbus  Review, 

2.  How  to  Prevent  the  Decay  of  Human  Teeth. — Medicines  bat  n 
injure  the  teeth ;  but  few  medicines  can  injure  them.  A  very  comi 
cause  of  their  decay  is  an  acid  condition  of  the  secretions  of 
mouth,  resulting  from  sickness.  Dr.  A.  Robertson,  of  Wheeli 
Va.,  therefore  proposes  two  rules  : 

1.  Whenever  a  patient  comes  under  the  care  of  a  physician 
should  satisfy  himself  by  suitable  tests,  of  which  litmus  paper  is 
haps  the  most  convenient,  whether  the  secretions  of  the  mouth 
acid,  and  if  so,  take  care  to  protect  the  teeth  and  other  parts  from 
injurious  effects  while  that  condition  lasts,  by  prescribing  the  freqi 
use  of  such  antacid,  or  stimulating^  gargles,  or  washes,  as  shall  i 
effectually  counteract  or  prevent  its  action  on  the  teeth,  as  well  a 
direct  that  they  be  kept  as  free  as  possible  from  all  accumulation 
might,  by  neglect,  ferment  and  become  acid  in  the  month. 

2.  When  acids,  or  salts  whose  acids  have  stronger  affinitief 
lime  than  for  their  own  constituents,  are  exhibited,  they  shoulc 
taken  through  tubes,  so  as  to  prevent  their  contact  with  the  teetl 
should  be  immediately  followed  by  some  antacid  wash— -e.  g.,  a  s 
tion  of  the  carbonate  of  soda. — Am^r,  Med.  Monthly, 

3.  Asphyxia  from  Chloroform. — In  all  cases  where  the  breatl 
ceases  during  the  inhalation  of  chloroform.  Dr.  D.  Price,  of  Jack 
ville,  declares  the  one  thing  needful  to  be  :  to  secure  a  speedy  entr 
of  air  into  the  lung.  The  speediest  method  to  secure  this  is  thi 
Marshal  Hall,  turning  the  patient  over,  to  and  fro.  Therefore 
method  should  in  all  cases  be  first  resorted  to,  and  that  immedia 
upon  the  cessation  of  inspiration,  at  whatever  inconvenience.  If 
patient  is  in  the  sitting  posture,  he  should  be  immediately  thrown  i 
the  floor  and  rolled  over.  All  other  restoratives  can  be  dispei 
with,  except  those  which  may  be  resorted  to  at  the  same  time. 
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patient,  for  instance,  may  be  slapped  upon  the  back  and  cold  water  be 
dashed  npon  the  face,  at  the  same  time  that  the  rotations  are  practiced. 
— Chicago  Medical  Examiner, 

4.  Treaimeni  of  Delirium  Tremens, — Dr.  J.  A.  Thacker  lays  down 
the  following  rules :  If  the  delirium  is  g^reat  and  there  are  other  symp- 
toms of  much  cerebral  irritation,  free  cupping  at  the  back  of  the  neck 
shonld  be  instituted.  It  has  even  been  employed  with  success  when 
the  pulse  was  rapid  and  rather  flagging,  and  all  other  means  had  fail- 
ed, and  is  oflen  alone  sufficient  to  procure  sleep.  The  cold  shower- 
bath  is  often  followed  by  a  like  result.  Opium  should  be  used  with 
greftt  caution.  It  may  be  good,  alone  or  conjoined  with  anti-spaa- 
Bodics,  in  slight  cases,  where  excessive  watchfulness  is  the  only 
ijmptom.  Chloroform  is  a  dangerous  remedy.  Stimulants  may  be 
exhibited,  if  indicated. — Cincinnati  Med,  and  Surg,  News, 

5.  Srgoi  in  Spermaiorrhcea,  etc. — In  a  paper  read  before  the  King's 
Connty  Medical  Society,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  C.  L.  Mitchell  gave  the  details  of 
several  cases  of  seminal  emissions  and  priapism,  all  of  which  yielded 
readily,  and  with  all  concomitant  symptoms,  to  the  internal  exhibition 
of  erffot,  from  thirty  to  sixty  grains  daily,  sometimes  combined  with 
eem^or  or  quinine,  according  to  circumstances.  For  ten  years  past. 
Dr.  Mitchell  has  used  no  other  remedy  for  spermatorrhoea  ;  he  thinks 
his  favorite  might  also  prove  of  value  in  irritation  and  congestion  of 
ttie  male  genital  organs. — Amer.  Med,  Monthly, 

6.  Oelsemin  in  Spermatorrhcea, — A  physician,  who  was  badly  af- 
flicted with  spermatorrhoea  and  had  nearly  despaired  of  finding  relief, 
tried  gelsemin.  With  four  doses  of  it  the  emissions  ceased  ;  under  a 
eontinued  use  of  the  medicine  the  appetite  returned,  the  peculiar  cadav- 
erona  hue  of  the  face  yielded  to  a  more  healthy  color,  and  he  soon 
found  himself  completely  cured.  —  Amer,  Joum,  of  Indig,  Mat.  Med, 

7.  Neuralgia  qf  the  Fifth  Pair, — In  a  clinical  lecture  upon  facial 
neuralgia.  Prof.  £.  Andrews  gave  the  following  directions  in  regard  to 
tieatment :  First  remove  the  constitutional  diathesis  (rheumatic, 
cyphilitic,  malarious,  etc.,)  upon  which  the  local  constriction  depends. 
U  this  does  not  suffice,  surgical  interference  is  to  be  resorted  to. 
Sobcutaneoua  injection  of  the  sulphate  of  morphine  or  atropine  over 
the  seat  of  constriction  results  oflen  in  a  permanent  cure  after  a  few 
repetitions.  The  solution  must  be  prepared  of  such  strength  that  the 
syringe  will  hold  the  required  dose  of  the  narcotic,  which  is  the  same 
as  when  given  by  the  stomach.  The  proper  place  of  introduction  is  a 
spot  near  the  foramen  which  is  the  seat  of  structure.  This  spot,  being 
sharply  pressed  upon  by  any  small  hard  object  causes  an  aggravation 
of  the  neuralgic  pain.  Where  this  method  fails,  no  remedy  is  left  but 
extirpation  of  a  portion  of  the  nerve.  The  excised  portion  must,  if 
possible,  exceed  half  an  inch  in  length,  and  is  to  be  taken  from  the 
proximal  side  of  the  constricting  foramen.  If  the  mental  foramen  of 
the  inferior  maxilla  be  the  offending  spot,  operate  at  the  angle  of  the 
jaw,  by  dissecting  up  the  soft  tissues,  applying  a  large  trephine  np- 
wsrds  and  forwanls  from  the  angle,  cutting  through  the  external  table. 
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prying  out  the  batton  with  an  elenrfttor,  and  disseotiiig  ^b»  nenre  out 
If  the  faalt  is  at  the  infra-ot4>ital  foramen,  a  flap  mnst  be  raised  from 
the  cheek  as  high  as  the  edge  of  the  oibit  amd  a  trephine  applied  to 
the  front  of  the  antrum  Highmori.  The  bnttoa  of  bone  being  re- 
moved,  the  bony  ridge  concealing  the  nerve  is  broken  down  with  tone 
snitable  instrument,  and  the  nerve  itself  dissected  out.  For  excisioi 
of  the  supra-orbital  nerve  no  operation  upon  the  bone  k  necesaaiy.— 
Chicago  Medical  Examiner. 

8.  Constipation. — Dr.  J.  C.  Batdorf  saw  a  child  fearfnlly  emaciat- 
ed, weighing  at  seven  months  and  a  half,  only  six  poraida,  tfaree 
pounds  less  than  at  birth.  It  had  been  treated  almost  Its  entiie 
lifetime  by  eclectic  practitioners  with  lew  doses  of  calomel,  castor-ofl, 
etc.,  on  account  of  constipation.  Dr.  Batdorf  could  not  detect  aay 
organic  lesion.  6alivary  and  urinary  secretions  active,  tongue  moist 
and  clean,  appetite  pretty  good,  stomach  digesting  well.  Begarding 
the  case  as  one  of  simple  constipation,  the  result  of  excessive  absorp- 
tion of  intestinal  liquids  and  a  want  of  normal  activity  in  the  muoooi 
secretions  of  the  bowels.  Dr.  B.  prescribed :  Exkr.  aana.,  one  and  f 
half  scruple ;  boilii^  water,  two  ounces ;  symp  of  ipecac.,  two 
drachms ;  bichloride  of  mercury,  three  grains ;  simple  symp,  two 
ounces.  A  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  three  times  daily.  The  bowels  to 
be  kept  open  with  castor  oil,  if  necessary.  In  two  weeks,  the  mixtme 
alone  kept  the  bowels  open  ;  in  two  we^  more  the  doses  had  to  he 
reduced  one-half,  and  in  seven  weeks  the  medicine  was  discontiniied 
entirely,  the  discharges  being  rather  too  frequent,  while  the  child  im- 
proved rapidly  in  flesh  and  appearance. 

The  constipation  so  often  attending  pregnant  females  is,  in  many 
instances,  owing  to  the  same  pathological  condition,  and  requires  • 
similar  treatment. — Chicago  Med.  Joum. 


SURGICAL. 

9.  Maiico  in  Bleimorrhcsa.  —  Matico,  or  piper  angostifbliirai,  has 
been  long  used  in  Peru  in  cases  of  old  and  dtfonic  runnings,  tail 
since  its  introduction  into  France  by  Mr.  Dorvault  in  1851,  it  has 
also  been  administered  in  decoctions  in  Europe.  The  essential  oil,  to 
which  the  medical  properties  of  the  plant  are  due,  has  received  litlb 
attention.  By  dint  of  essaying  and  experiment,  Drs.  Grimault  and 
Favrot  obtained  a  preparation  of  it,  which  the  last  named  prononnoas 
perfect.  They  combine  one  hundred  grains  of  the  balsam  of  copaiba 
and  five  grains  of  the  essence  of  matico,  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
magnesia  to  make  one  hundred  pills,  which  are  coated  with  glotea 
i^on  Raquin's  process.  Each  of  these  pills  contains  one  grain  of  the 
balsam  of  copaiba  and  one-twentieth  of  a  grain  of  the  essential  oil' 
They  are  eaid  never  to  occasion  eructations.  Having  treated  u^ 
and  chronic  runnings  with  this  preparation  for  nearly  four  years,  Bv* 
Favrot  declares  himself  at  present  strictly  certain  of  itfi  efficacy,  b 
acute  cases,  injections  only  are  used  of  a  dkiiUed  matico-water,  p^ 
pared,  according/to  Grimanlty  by  maocgating  one  pound  of  the  leaves 
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i^  two  pomdfl  of  cold  water  for  twenty-four  homn,  and  then  distilling 
with  water  enough  to  obtain  one  thousand  parts.  (!)  Sub-acute  or 
duronio  mnnings  require  the  injection  combined  with  the  capsules. 
This,  of  course,  applies  only  to  blennorrhoea  not  dependent  upon  con- 
tiactioiiy  or  aflection  of  the  prostrate  gland,  etc.  Excellent  results 
hftTS  also  been  obtained  from  the  use  of  these  capsules  in  chronic  leu- 
ooniioda.  Here  they  may  be  combined  with  a  lint  or  cotton  dossil, 
rolled  in  pulverized  matico  and  applied  directly  to  the  parts. — 
VUmom  Aedicale;  Amer.  DruppUt's  Circ, 

10.  Water  of  Copaiba  in  BlennortJujea,  —  Dr.  Langlebert  employs 
the  water  distilled  from  copaiba,  in  combination  with  astringents,  as 
ii^ection  principally,  though  he  also  claims  anti-blennorrhag^c  action 
lor  its  internal  use,  to  about  six  ounces  per  day,  flavored  with  cherry- 
lanrel  water.  The  injections  are  composed  of  one  hundred  grammes 
of  the  distilled  water  with  either  from  thirty  to  forty  centigrammes  of 
sulphate  of  zinc  and  one  gramme  of  the  tincture  of  catechu,  or, 
instead  of  the  latter,  ten  centigrammes  of  nitrate  of  silver^  or  four 
grammes  of  oxyd  of  zinc,  or  one  gramme  of  tannin  or  extract  of 
oaiecfao. — Amer.  Druggist's  Circ.,  from  Qfu,  des  H6p. 

11.  IVtatment  of  Oonorrhcea, — Dr.  A.  Webb,  of  North  Mount 
Pleasant,  Miss.,  recommends  the  following  prescriptions  as  invaluable. 
Tske  solid  extract  of  buchu,  solid  copaiba,  white  turpentine,  of  each 
one  drachm  ;  powdered  cubebs  q.  s.  Mix  and  divide  mto  pills  of  four 
crains,  one  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day.  A  very  effective  treatment 
IS  also  this  :  take  bals.  copaib.,  sweet  spts.  nitr.,  comp.  spts.  lavender, 
Uflie  water,  of  each  one  ounce ;  acacia  g^m,  one  drachm  ;  sugar,  two 
dimchms.  Mix  and  g^ve  a  teaspoonful  in  a  tablespoonfbl  of  a  com- 
pomid  tincture  of  buchu,  prepared  from  buchu  leaves,  half  an  ounce  ; 
gentian  root,  cardamon  seeds,  of  each  two  drachms ;  whisky,  two 
pints. — Na»lmUe  Joum,  of  Mtdie.  and  Surg. 

12.  Treatment  of  OonorrhoM.  —  A  hospital  surgeon  of  Philadel- 
phia, among  other  hints  and  observations  on  military  hygiene,  etc., 
dsUils  the  treatment  of  gonorrhcBa  as  follows :  Maintain  an  open  dis- 
diarge  from  the  bowels.  Fomentations  of  hot  water  appli^  every 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  ;  on  removal,  the  parts  to  be  covered  with  a 
siiiA;le  thickness  of  soft  linen.  The  patient  restricted  to  a  low  diet, 
witn  entire  bodily  repose.  Injections  of  nitrate  of  silver,  ten  grains 
to  the  ounce  of  rose-water.  The  bladder  should  be  emptied  imme- 
diately before  the  solution  is  employed  ;  a  glass  syringe  should  be 
used.  One  drachm  of  the  solution  will  be  enough.  As  soon  as  the 
operation  is  completed,  let  the  patient  recline  on  a  bed  or  sofa,  and 
hiive  warm  fomentations  applied  to  the  parts  for  two  or  three  hours. 
If  the  secretion  still  continue,  and  exhibit  a  puriform  character,  on 
Cheaext  day,  the  injection  is  repeated.  If  that  fails,  resort  to  a  solu- 
tkm  of  three  or  four  grains,  repeated  three  or  four  times  in  twenty- 
fev  hoars,  and  retained  three  or  four  minutes  by  pressing  upon  the 
orifioe  of  the  urethra.  The  point  of  the  syringe  should  be  inserted  to 
Ike  dishmee  of  an  inch.    If  tne  discharge  has  existed  more  than  a  day 
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and  a  nigbt  before  the  patient  applies  for  relief,  it  will  be  too  lata  to 
make  trial  of  the  revulBive  method. 

1^  Copaiba,  three  fl.  ounoes ;  spts.  sBth.  nitr.,  half  a  fl.  onnee; 
tinct.  kino,  half  an  ounce  ;  mist,  camphor®,  two  fl.  ounces ;  morpbiA 
snlph.,  five  grains.  Mix.  A  teaspoonfol  to  be  taken  three  times  adaj. 

Those  who  can  not  use  the  liquid  balsam,  may  take  the  capsoles  of 
copaiba  and  extract  or  oil  of  cubebs,  which  are  more  efficient  thu 
those  of  copaiba  alone. 

W.  Acton's  favorite  prescription  is :  Vf  Copaiba,  six  drachms ; 
magnes.  calc,  one  and  a  half  drachm ;  extr.  hjoscyami,  half  a 
drachm;  pulv.  camphorse,  one  drachm;  theriacie,  three  drachms; 
micce  panis,  one  and  a  half  ounce.  M.  F.  electnariom.  Dose :  One 
drachm  three  times  a  day.  It  must  be  continued  ten  or  twelve  days 
after  the  blennorrhagia  has  entirely  ceased,  injections  being  nsed  as 
adjuncts. 

Another  formula  is  :  powdered  cubebs,  eight  ounces ;  powdered 
cinnamon,  one  ounce  ;  alum,  one  ounce.  Mix  and  divide  into  thirty- 
two  powders,  one  of  which  is  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day.  In  con- 
junction with  this,  an  injection  may  be  employed  of  rose-water,  six  fl- 
ounces, holding  in  solution  three  grains  each  of  acetate  of  lead  and 
sulphate  of  zinc. 

In  gleet,  blister  by  cantharidal  collodion  applied  by  means  of  a 
camel's  hair  pencil  along  the  whole  length  of  the  canal,  except  two  or 
three  lines  at  the  orifice,  and  use  weak  injections  —  for  instanoe, 
twenty  drops  of  nitric  acid  to  eight  fl.  ounces  of  water. — Medical  oW 
Surgical  Reporter, 

13.  SuhnitraU  of  Bifmulh  in  Oonorrhcea. — Dr.  Mouslon  oonfirms, 
in  the  Recueil  de  Mha,  de  Mid.  MUit,,  the  good  account  given  hj 
Caby  of  the  efficacy  of  this  treatment.  He  mixes  twenty  parts  of 
well  washed  bismuth  in  two  hundred  parts  of  water,  throws  some  of 
this  into  the  urethra  and  has  it  there  retained  for  ten  minutes,  a  loed 
emollient  bath  having  been  employed  pi^eviously.  In  only  the  severeit 
cases  is  the  patient  obliged  to  maintain  absolute  rest  for  four  or  five 
days,  after  which  he  is  enabled  to  return  to  his  ordinary  habits  and 
diet.  A  cure  is  said  to  take  place  more  quickly  than  under  the  use  of 
any  other  agent.  In  chronic  gonorrhoea  success  is  less  marked  snd 
asrringent  injections  may  be  afterwards  required.  In  confirmed  and 
obstinate  gleet,  occurring  in  a  broken  constitution,  bismuth  is  of  no 
use. — Med,  Times  and  Gazette. 


SOME    NEW    FORMULAE. 

12.  Elixir  of  the  Valerianate  ofAmnumia. — ^By  Tr.  H.  K.  Enos :  B. 
Valerianic  acid,  one  fluid  drachm ;  carbonate  of  ammonia,  g.  s.  to  neu- 
tralize the  acid ;  alcohol,  one  fluid  ounce ;  simple  syrup,  one  fluid  ounce; 
extract  of  orange  peel,  two  fluid  drachms ;  orange  flower  water,  half  t 
fluid  ounce  ;  distilled  water,  q.  s.  to  make  four  fluid  ounces.  DOili 
the  acid  with  about  four  fluid  drachms  of  water,  neutralize  with  ths 
ammonia,  add  the  alcohol  holding  the  aromatic  extract  in  solution 
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then  the  synip  and  orange  flower  water,  and  finally  filter.  Any  inert 
coloring  may  be  added.  Each  fluid  drachm  contains  two  grains  of  the 
tali. — Jimr,  and  7  ram.  Maryland  College  of  Pharm. 

15.  Mixture  for  Asthma — By  J.  Sims  <S2;  Son,  Wilmington :  R. 
Iodide  of  potassium,  half  an  ounce  ;  fluid  extract  of  lobelia,  one  drachm  ; 
water,  fifteen  drachms.  Mix.  A  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. — 
Amer.  DmggUU*  Circular. 

16.  Embrocationfar  Inflamed  BreasU—Bj  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  :  R.  Fluid 
extract  of  aconite,  one-half  ounce ;  fluid  extract  of  phytolacca,  one 
ounce ;  iodide  of  potassium,  one  drachm  ;  warm  water,  one  pint. 
Apply  constantly  by  means  of  linen  compresses. — Jour,  Mat.  Med. 

17.  Syrup  of  Sulphate  of  Magnesia. — By  M.  Didelot :  R.  Sulphate 
of  magnesia,  150  grammes  ;  water,  500  grammes  ;  sugar,  1,000  gram- 
mes. To  the  cold  syrup  add  a  few  drops  of  tincture  of  anis. — Jour, 
Mai.  Med.,  from  Ripert.  de  Pharm. 

18.  Chromaie  of  Potassa  in  Warts. — ^M.  Blaschko  recommends  an 
mntment  containing  one  grain  and  a  half  of  the  chromate  to  one  ounce 
of  lard,  rubbed  in  night  and  morning,  as  a  certain  remedy  even  in  Very 
inveterate  cases. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

19.  Sobrier's  Powder  for  chronic  Coryza. — R.  Subnitrate  of  bis- 
BQth,  four  grammes ;  powdered  liquorice,  eight  grammes  ;  iodide  of 
solphnr,  thirty  centig^mmes.  To  be  used  as  snuff;  ten,  twelve 
pinches  or  more  during  the  day. — BuU.  Gin.  de  Th6r.;  Brit,  and  For. 
Mmi.'Okir.  Rev. 

20.  Mixture  for  Neuralgia. — Dr.  C.  McLean,  of  Baltimore,  recom- 
meoiA  the  followipg  formula  for  neuralgia  of  the  head  and  face  :  R. 
Extract  of  belladonna,  four  grains  ;  aqua  ammonia,  six  fluid  ounces  ; 
spirits  turpentine,  half  a  fluid  ounce ;  tincture  of  opium,  two  fluid 
oonees ;  olive  oil,  half  an  ounce ;  Mix.  Apply  during  the  parox- 
ysms.—^o«r.  Mat.  Med. 

21.  Oliver  Plaster. — Singularly  enough  baptized  after  Robert  Oli- 
T»  Esq.,  of  Baltimore,  who  was  the  first  snfierer  from  rheumatism 

that  bad  the  plaster  appiied.  It  is  an  invention  of  W.  S.  Love,  phar- 
maoentist.  R.  Pic.  Burgund.,  libram  unam  ;  terebinth.,  lib  ram  semis ; 
styracis  purif.,  nnciam  unam ;  galbani  priepar.,  uncias  quatuor  ;  ext. 
belladonna,  uncias  quatuor ;  picis  liquid.,  unciam  unam  ;  pulv.  opii, 
uncias  duas  ;  pulv.  capsici,  unciam  semis  ;  tart.  ant.  et  pot.,  drachmas 
doas ;  ol.  menthie  sat,  unciam  unam ;  ferri  subcarbon.,  drachmas 
qnaioor.     A  rather  queer  mixtum  compositum  ! — Druggist. 

22.  Pills  for  Chorea. — Dr.  Caradec  prescribes :  Camphor,  twelve 
grammes ;  assafcetida,  twelve  grammes  ;  extract  of  bellanonna,  four 
ffimmmes  ;  aqueous  extract  of  opium,  one  gramme  ;  syrup  of  g^m,  q.  s. 
Make  120  pills  ;  give  one  of  them  every  morning  before  breakfast,  for 
Area  days,  then  increase  to  two  pills  daily  to  the  seventh  day.  If  no 
improvement  is  perceptible,  increase  to  four  pills  for  three  or  four 
days,  and  as  the  disease  yields,  reduce  the  dose. — Jour.  Mai.  Med., 
firom  Jmur.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Ckim. 
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23.  Pills  of  Carbonate  qf  Ammonia. — ^Recommended  bj  Br.  J. 
Williams,  of  Cork,  in  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis,  especially  when  tbi 
bronchial  secretion  is  viscid  and  expectorated  with  dimculty.  B.  Am- 
moniac, two  grains  ;  pnlv.  ipecac.,  half  a  grain ;  mnriate  of  morphine, 
one-sixth  grain  ;  carbon,  of  ammonia,  two  grains  ;  mncilage  of  gam 
arabic,  q.  s.  to  make  one  pill.  These  pills  should  be  at  once  coated 
with  a  varnish  of  balsam  of-  toln,  dissolved  in  chloioform,  and  thej 
should  afterwards  be  kept  in  a  bottle. — Zon.  Pharm,  Jour,;  N.  A, 
Mtd,-Chir.  Rev, 

24.  Tonic  for  Dyspepsia. — ^R.  Tine,  cinch.,  tine,  qnasaie,  of  etd 
two  fluid  ounces ;  tine,  nncis  vom.,  one  fluid  drachm.  Mix.  A  tea- 
spoonful  three  times  a  day  in  a  wineglassful  of  sweetened  water.— 
Louisville  Med,  News. 

2&.  Electuary  for  Rheumatism, — By  J.  C.  C.  Blackburn,  M.D.,  of 
Morgan,  Calhoun  county,  Ga. :  R.  Pulv.  cinchona,  two  drachms; 
pulv.  gum  guaiacum,  one  drachm ;  cream  tartar,  one  ounce ;  flowen 
sulph.,  four  drachms  ;  pulv.  ginger  (or  African  pepper),  one  drachm; 
syrup,  q.  s.  Dose,  one  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  or  enough  to 
keep  the  bowels  gently  open.  It  has  been  advantageously  employed 
in  chronic  rheumatism  and  amenorrhoea. — Jour.  Mat.  Med. 


OHIO  STATE  MEDIOAL  SOOIETT. 

The  following  Committees  were  appointed  by  the  President  to  report  to  tk 
next  meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  to  be  held  at  the  OUo  Whht 
Sulphur  Springs,  on  the  Third  Ihietday  of  J%me,  1862. 

T.  B.  Williams,     \  f.  ,^^.    . 
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fellow.  * 

Finance,— yf,  P.  Kincaid,  G.  W.  Boerstler,  C.  P.  Landon,  W.  H.  Beerei^  B. 
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Obttetrioal  Catet. 

BT  SAmiBL  WILLET,    M.D.,   BT.  PAUL,   MIRXB80TA. 

On  Batnrdsy  p.  m.,  April  20 th,  1861,  a  yonDg  married  woman, 
etrong  and  in  exuberant  health,  advanced  six  months  in  pregnancy, 
rode  thirty-two  miles  in  a  stage-coach  to  this  city  to  make  purchases. 
Upon  alighting  at  the  hotel,  she  felt  something  give  way,  accompanied 
with  an  immediate  but  slight  gush  of  water.  She  at  once  walked 
ahont  half-a-mile  to  my  office,  where  I  informed  her  upon  investigation 
that  she  would  inevitably  miscarry,  and  had  better  remain  quiet  until 
H  was  over. 

Notwithstanding  the  constant  dribbling  of  the  liquor  amnii,  and 
occasional  slight  pains,  she  attended  church  the  next  day,  took  her 
breakfast  at  the  hotel  table  Monday  morning,  and  was  delivered,  after 
two  sharp  pains  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  of  a  very  large  still-bom  child, 
with  the  cord  and  placenta  attached,  which  graces  our  museum,  with- 
oat  a  teaspoonful  of  hemorrhage.  Up  and  about  the  next  day, 
scarcely  a  tinge  of  lochia.  Upon  examination,  the  uterus  was  of 
natnral  temperature,  neck  well  closed  and  firm,  and  the  boily  of  the 
size  common  about  a  month  after  delivery.  On  Wednesday,  rode 
home.  Six  weeks  afterward  she  called  upon  me  in  fine  health,  men- 
atmation  just  over  naturally,  and  had  suffered  not  a  moment's  incon- 
Tcnienoe.  Any  lochia,  farther  than  a  mere  moieture  on  the  day  preced- 
ing doUvery,  never  occurred. 

August  11th. — Called  in  haste  to  see  an  Irish  woman,  aged 

forty,  suppoaed  to  be  dying  from  hemorrhage.     Had  bean  delifwed  of 
IV.    46. 
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ft  still -bom  cbild  sixteen  months  before ;  regular,  bnt  never  well,  until 
seven  months  since,  when  the  catamenia  ceased,  and  from  die  nanses, 
enlarged  breasts,  etc.,  supposed  herself  pregnant.  8nch  too  had  been 
the  opinion  of  the  qaaek  who  had  altemded  her  now  during  a  month'! 
profase  bleeding,  and  who  had,  the  day  before,  assured  her  he  could 
feel  the  child's  head.  Detected  a  bnnch  of  hydatids  at  the  os  nteri, 
passed  my  hand  gently  by,  gradually  dilating  the  neck,  detached  a  pit- 
cental-like  mass  firmly  attached  te  tka  right  posterior  portion  oi  tlie 
ntems,  near  the  fundus,  and  brought  the  contents  slowly  down*  the 
womb  contracting  well  upon  the  hand,  under  the  use  of  concentrated 
tincture  of  ergot.  Weight  of  hydatids,  after  macerating  two  dajs, 
preparatory  to  putting  into  jar,  nine  pounds.  Woman  suffered  ee- 
Tcrely  with  after-pains,  but  is  slowly  recovering  from  the  ezhaustien. 

^— July  17th,  1861. — Mrs.  L.,  a  tall,  finely-formed  American  wo- 
man, aged  thirty -eight,  called  at  my  office  for  advice.  AppearmM : 
That  of  a  female  during  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  with  incipi- 
ent general  anasarca.  Stated  that  the  last  menstrual  period  appeared 
about  the  last  of  the  previous  April ;  that  she  Had  concluded  from  iti 
non-appearance  in  May  the  change  of  life  was  occirrimg,  and  fdt  no 
apprehension,  even  when  the  lower  limbs  became  dropsical,  until  tlie 
abdomen  enlarged  so  rapidly  and  greatly  as  to  induce  dyspnoea  aid 
eough  upon  reclining.  Had  been  confined  three  times  ;  the  last  lime^ 
six  years  since,  with  twins,  both  living.  Never  miscarried.  Comih 
Item  :  General  cedema,  skin  dry,  tongue  heavily  coated,  respiration  24 
per  minute,  pulse  118.  Abdomen  greatly  enlarged ;  ntenia  well  eat 
of  the  pelvis,  and  enlarged  nearly  to  size  of  full  term  ;  uterine  neck 
as  at  the  seventh  month.  Ballottement  unequivocally  indicating  preg- 
nancy. No  placental  murmur,  or  feetal  circnlatiMi  heard,  upon  csie- 
ful  auscultation.  Urine  slightly  albaminous*  Prescribed  the  ordi- 
nary medicines  for  her  dropsical  state,  and  directed  to  be  advised  if 
increase  of  urgent  symptoms. 

July  23rd. — Less  swelling  of  lower  eztramities,  more  o€  upper, 
some  swelling  of  labia ;  urine  more  free,  but  still  containing  sl- 
bumen  ;  increase  of  dyspnoea  and  cough  ;  had  better  appetite  andiek 
better  when  not  lying  down. 

August  14th. — ^These  sympt<«is  increasing  alanningly,  in  spile  of 
fjcee  action  upon  the  bowels,  kidneys  and  skin,  with  generous  diet  and 
mineral  tonics,  I  passed  a  lacge  bougie  well  within  the  neck  ef  A> 
womb,  without  rupturing  the  membranes,  and  withdrew  it.  Tilwwiit 
day  allowed  the  bougie  to  lemain  two  hoors.  The  f(dlowiag  daf, 
eixhoun. 
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AngDst  18tb. — ^The  os  uteri  Msg  tnfficieiitly  dilatable,  altbough 
tlie  pains  were  irregnlar  and  weak,  I  rnptiindtlie  membrane,  and  relieved 
ber  of  a  foetus  of  abont  four  months,  and,  tm  tbe  uterine  tumor  was 
scarcely  lessened,  passed  mj  band  along  tbe  cord,  wbicb  remained  in- 
tact ;  felt  tbo  feet  of  anotber  cbild  tbrougb  its  investments  ;  ruptured, 
and  delivered  tbat  —  bealtby,  and  of  same  size  witb  tbe  otber.  Tbe 
separate  placente  were  tben  easily  delivered,  and  all  tbe  attacbments 
being  entire,  make  a  fine  preparation.  Tbe  uterus  still  remaining  as 
large  as  it  ordinarily  is  at  tbe  tbird  montb  of  utero-gestation,  I  in- 
mrted  my  band  and  found  at  tbe  fundus  anotber  membrane,  filled  witb 
fluid,  wbicb,  upon  being  ruptured,  discharged  abont  two  quarts  of 
apparently  amniotic  liquor.  Tbe  sac  bore  an  exact  resemblance  to  tbo 
chorion  and  amnion,  but  no  vestige  of  bKgbted  ovum  or  remains  of 
placental  attachment  could  be  found.  Uterus  contracted  well,  lochia 
Baioral,  and  recovery  complete  and  rapid  in  every  respect. 

She  and  ber  iwin-tiMUr  both  inform  me  tbat  tbe  family  is  rather  re- 
niarkable  for  plurality  of  births  :  ker  sister  has  one  pair,  her  mother 
luA  two  pairs,  ber  aont  one  pair,  and  ber  grand-mother,  on  mother's 
■idey  two  pairs. 


«  •»•  ■ 
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Caaa  of  UmNiiM  Fraotara  of  the  Lower  ThM  of  tiit  Femur 

ouBa»  BT  tarn  oaa  •»  silvbb  uoaivbm. 


BT   B.  t.  COOPBB,   A.H.,   UJ> 
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«f  ABStoay  aad  Sorfvry  fn  tb*  Medical  Ik/ptkTtmtmM  of  tiM  Vnlvtnlty  of  tiM  Ptettt, 

San  Fimaciaoo,  CaliforBia. 

Ca§e4 — Mr.  J.  M.,  «t.  80,  a  native  of  tbe  United  States,  was  ad- 
mitted into  tbe  Pacific  Clinical  Infirmary  December  20tb,  1857,  in 
oonaeqaenco  of  ununited  fracture  of  tbe  femur  tbiou^  tbe  place  of 
attachment  of  the  abductor  magnus  muscle.  Tbe  fracture  occurred 
tkree  years  previously,  by  tbe  patient  being  thrown  oat  of  a  carriage 
while  the  horses  were  running  away.  Tbe  fracture  was  compound 
comminuted,  and  tbe  patient  suffered  much  in  consequence  of  violent 
mflammation,  together  witb  burrowing  of  purulent  matter,  for  several 
■lOBtha  after  tbe  injury.  These  symptoms  finally  subsiding,  however, 
ke  eojoyed  good  health,  and  moved  about  freely  upon  crutches,  though 
VBaUe  to  use  the  limb  to  any  useful  extent  in  walking.  The  snbstanoe 
ollaehiBg  tbe  enda  of  tbe  bone  to  each  otW  waa  so  soft  tbat  tbe  thigh, 
would  bend  considerably  at  tbat  point. 

.-—The  patient  being  placed  npcn  hia  back,  mm  indaion 
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ten  inches  long  was  made  on  the  cuter  side  of  the  thigh,  down  to  I 
bone.  A  bone  chisel  nras  then  taken,  and  the  bone  decorticated  ; 
an  inch  on  either  side  of  the  point  of  fracture,  including  a  considei 
ble  portion  of  the  attachment  of  the  abductor  magnus  muscle.  1 
adventitious  formation  between  the  ends  of  the  bone  was  then : 
moved,  after  which  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh  could  be  made  to  be 
at  right  angles  with  the  upper,  which  gave  a  clear  view  of  the  pa 
entering  into  the  ununited  fi*acture.  Beveral  pieces  of  fractured  be 
were  found,  some  of  which  were  entirely  detached,  while  others  w( 
adhei-ent  to  the  periosteum.  The  first  were  perfectly  white  as  bleadi 
bone,  the  second,  of  which  there  were  three,  had  a  very  different  i 
pearance.  They  resembled  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  articul 
extremities  of  the  long  bones.  Their  rough  edges  had  been  worn 
by  friction,  and  they  were  covered  by  a  tolerably  well-formed  synov: 
membrane.  The  entire  adventitious  formation  was  covered  wj 
a  development  analogous  to  the  bursce  mucosas,  which  required  di 
secting  away,  as  nifture  had  made  every  necessary  arrangement  i 
motion  between  the  two  ends  of  the  bone,  but  which  arrangement 
became  the  duty  of  the  surgeon  to  break  up.  The  surface  of  the  fn 
tured  bone  being  fully  exposed,  their  ends  were  sawed  off  to  fit  ea 
other,  when  a  drill  of  a  line  in  diameter  was  passed  through  thei 
and  a  ligature  very  nearly  as  large  introduced,  and  the  ends  twist 
tightly  together  so  as  to  form  a  firm  knot  over  the  point  of  juncti< 
of  the  bones.  The  ends  of  the  ligature  were  then  brought  out  at  t 
most  dependent  part  of  the  wound,  a  roll  of  lint  large  enough  to  1 
the  entire  wound  introduced  into  it,  and  a  roller  applied  as  tightly 
the  patient  could  conveniently  bear,  commencing  at  the  toes  and  earn 
as  far  as  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh.  These  were  wet  with  an  evap 
rating  lotion,  and  permitted  to  remain  anchanged  for  ten  days.  The  n 
ler  was  then  taken  off,  and  the  lint  exchanged  for  a  fresh  piece,  wh< 
both  were  reapplied  as  before,  the  evaporating  lotion  being  disconti 
ued,  and  tr.  iodine  applied  instead,  which  was  repeated  once  or  twi 
every  day  for  two  months.  The  ends  of  the  wires  were  moved  ba* 
and  forth  every  third  day  after  the  end  of  the  third  week  from  the  op 
ration.  The  object  of  this  was  to  keep  the  centre  of  the  wire  fro 
growing  fast  in  the  bone,  and  thereby  rendering  ita  final  removal  di 
ficult.  The  lint  was  kept  so  constantly  in  the  wound  as  to  prevent 
rapid  healing  by  gi*anulations,  by  which  an  opening  waa  retained  f 
the  discharge  of  any  diseased  bone  that  might  be  exfoliated,  afreque 
occurrence  after  these  operations. 

At  the  end  of  fourteen  weeks  the  ends  of  the  wire  were  untwiste 


1861.]  UcBjai>m^Britf  View  of  BiUimi  Fener.  717 

one  cut  off  near  the  bone,  with  a  pair  of  bone-forceps  having  straight 
blades,  and  the  other  end  carefully  withdrawn. 

The  patient  had,  from  the  |)eriod  of  the  operation,  kept  the  thigh  in  a 
tin  encasement,  made  for  the  purpose,  and  which  was  continued  until  the 
end  of  six  months,  the  patient  during  the  latter  portion  of  this  period 
being  able  to  walk  comparatively  well  by  the  aid  of  a  cane.  Eight 
months  after  the  operation  the  patient  could  walk  very  well,  notwith- 
standing the  shortening  produced  by  the  loss  of  bone,  and  one  year 
later  the  limb  was  as  strong  as  its  fellow. 

Remarks, — It  will  doubtless  be  asked  by  some  of  my  readers,  how 
the  soft  parts  could  be  removed  from  the  thigh-bone  in  the  lower 
third,  where  the  femoral  artery  pierces  the  tendon  of  the  abductor 
magnus  muscle  so  near  the  bone,  and  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  allow 
the  lower  extremity  of  the  thigh  being  bent  at  right  angles  with  the 
upper,  without  wounding  the  vessel,  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
prominence  to  this  feature  of  the  operation  that  I  have  isolated  it  for 
special  remark : 

Although  the  femoral  artery  is  within  four  lines  of  the  femur  at 
this  point,  and  a  wound  of  that  vessel  would  destroy  all  prospect  of  a 
favorable  termination  of  the  case,  the  exposure  of  th^  bone  was  easi- 
ly made,  without  any  particular  risk,  by  the  following  method  :  A 
•harp  bone-chisel  was  taken,  after  the  incision  to  the  bone  had  been 
made,  and  with  it  the  entire  soft  parts  were  peeled  from  the  bone,  tak- 
ing care  to  keep  the  edge  of  the  instrument  directly  in  contact  with 
the  bone  all  the  time,  so  that  no  wound  of  the  surrounding  soft  parts 
eould  possibly  occur.  This  is  the  only  safe  method  that  can  bo 
adopted  in  operations  upon  the  bones  generally  where  important  tis- 
sues are  in  close  proximity,  and  the  wounding  of  which  would  great- 
\j  jeopardize  the  interests,  if  not  the  life  of  the  patient. 


ASTICLB    III. 

A  BHef  View  of  Bilious  F«ver. 

« 
BT  ALKX.  M'BftXOI,  M.D.,  fVBOEON  U.S.A.,  rOKHKKLT  OF  BBESA,  OSIO. 

Bilious  fever  is  a  disease  in  which  the  carbonaceous  elements  of  the 
body  appear  to  be  chiefly  concerned.  This  idea  of  the  disease  is  war- 
ranted by  the  following  considerations : 

1st.  The  principal  evacuations  necessary  for  its  eradication  or  cure 
highly  carbonaceous  compounds. 

2d.  When  recovery  takes  place  at  the  end  of  seven  or  fonrtaen  days, 
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M  it  most  iiiTAriabl^  doea  vheu  properlj  trei 
to  havB  sustained  no  material  losa  of  the  aa 
bodf,  and,  as  aoon  as  the  atomach  has  digi 
dajs,  the  patient  can  go  to  work  with  scaroel; 

8d.  Those  local  inflammations,  congestion 
which  are  so  common  in  idiopathic,  contionc 
which  conoeni  the  azotized  constitaents,  are  d 
fever.  (When  congestions  do  occor  in  biti 
daring  the  paroxyem,  and  genenllf  the  fire 
or  typhoid  fever  the  congestion,  if  any,  is  i 
its  chief  force  and  the  azotiaed  tissnea  are ' 
which  occurs  in  bilious  fever  in  tlie  same  i 
occnrs  in  the  paroxysm  of  ague,  and  from  tl 
with  propriety  be  called  an  active  congestion, 
rataove  an  obstacle.  That  which  occutb  in  t) 
tinned  fever  is  a  passive  congestion,  and  n 
equilibrium  of  the  arterial  and  capillary  syst 

4th.  In  bilions  fever  there  is  no  necessity  < 
with  azotized  or  any  other  kind  of  food ;  he 
is  actively  engagtd  for  the  time  being  in  casti 
a  short  time  of  carbonaoeons  matter.  On  the 
fever,  the  patient  will  in  some  cases  tom  the 
during  the  second  week,  relish  and  actnally  d< 
highly  azotized  the  better.  (The  stage  of  ooi 
condition  of  the  patient  demands  food  will  i 
of  waste  taking  place.) 

Bilions  fever,  tike  all  other  diaeaaes,  has  i 
accompanied  by  inflammation.  Inflammatio 
tation  of  some  part  of  the  mncons  membraa 
is  that  to  which  this  fever  is  most  prone.  All 
malions  will  change  the  quality  and  course  c 
and  treatment. 

In  the  foregoing  propositions  I  have  mad 
factitions  pathological  conditions  and  sympti 
produced  by  injadicions  treatment,  and  which 
bran  writlyn  down  as  natural  concomitants  of 
the  moat  horrid  forms  of  typhoid  fever  result 
vomiting,  sweating  and  mercarializing,  in  I 
attempU  to  mercurialize  when  the  mercury 
diarrhcsa.  These  patients  generally  die,  an^ 
"malignant,"  or  some  other  horrid  name  of. 
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fever,  like  all  other  fevers,  differs  in  degrees  of  severity  in  dif- 
fiwent  seasons  and  localities,  bnt  I  can  not  help  bat  think  that  very  much 
of  tbe  fatality  whi<^  has  been  ascribed  to  this  disease  at  certain  times 
and  places  has  been  more  doe  to  particular  methods  of  treatment  than 
lo  pecnliar  malignancy  of  the  disease. 

I  do  not  write  for  thepurpaee  of  censnring  or  throwing  odium  on  the 
profession,  or  npon  individuals,  bnt  to  elicit  trtdh;  truth  should  not  be 
Mcrifioed,  on  so  important  a  subject,  to  shield  or  spare  the  feelings  of 
those  who  are  in  error.  I  will  not  be  so  extravagant  as  some,  who,  in 
korror  at  the  enormities  of  their  own  practice,  have  said  the  practice 
•f  medicine  has  done  more  harm  than  good.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
troe ;  but  I  do  say  and  know  that  the  worst  forms  of  bilious  fever  I 
ever  saw  were  produced  by  treatment. 

Now  to  condense  the  idea :  Simple  bilious  fever  is  a  disease  in  which, 
from  some  cause,  the  system  is  laboring  to  diminish  carbonaceous  mat- 
tor,  and  that  chiefly  in  the  form  of  bile.  The  exacerbation  is  simply 
IIm  maximum  effort ;  the  remission  is  the  exhausted  condition  after  the 
offoity  and  it  will  be  long  or  short,  according  as  the  vital  force  is  more 
m  loss  active,  and  the  amount  of  the  obstacle  more  or  less  in  quantity. 

Treatment, — ^What  shall  be  said  of  mercurialization  in  this  fever? 
Cleariy,  that  it  has  no  place  in  the  treatment,  if  the  foregoing  proposi- 
tions are  correct.  Mercury  is  a  disint^rator  of  azotized  tissue :  no 
waA  action  is  wanted  here.  If  mercury  can  be  used  as  a  eimple  cathar- 
4k  im  this  disease,  I  have  no  objection,  but  prefer  a  more  safe  one.  The 
constitutional  action  of  mercury  is  very  apt  to  waste  the  patient's 
otiongth,  and  prolong  his  illness  and  convalescence,  for  it  imitates  dis- 
integration of  the  nitrogenized  constituents,  which  is  no  necessary  part 
eA  bilious  fever,  and  from  which  it  takes  the  patient  a  long  time  to 
inily.  Blood-letting  diminishes  the  amount  of  ^ecUve  force,  and  the 
nlimination  and  restoration  is  thereby  protracted.  Blood  is  the  common 
carrier  for  the  animal  economy,  consequently  the  more  of  it  we  can 
keep  in  motion  the  sooner  will  be  accomplished  the  task  of  renovation. 
I  did  design  to  give  the  whole  matter  briefly,  and  occupy  no  space  dis- 
cosoing  useless  and  pemidous  plans  and  remedies,  but  mercury  and 
blood-letting  have  reigned  supreme  for  so  long  a  time  that  I  thought  a 
brief  allusion  to  and  dismissal  of  them  requbite.  Now,  withoat 
longthy  discussion,  I  give  my  method  of  treatment :  Evacuate  the 
olomach  and  bowels  freely  by  mild  purging  or  vomiting ;  sometimes 
both  ;  but  if  both  are  adopted,  the  stomach  and  bowels,  if  the  emetic 
bo  given  first,  should  be  quiet  for  a  few  hours  by  an  opiate  before  the 
cathartic  is  given.     Ipecac  (or  ipecac  and  sanguinaria)  is  the  boat 
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emetic.  Alexandria  senna  and  epsom  salts,  with,  anise  or  coriander 
seeds,  is  the  best  cathartic ;  given  in  divided  doses,  so  as  to  prodnee  a 
mild  and  full  effect.  After  this,  pal  v.  doveri,  with  excess  of  ipecac, 
or  about  three  to  four  grs.  pulv.  sangninaria  added  to  the  palv.  doved 
This  to  be  given  about  every  three  or  four  hours  for  a  day  or  two.  If 
there  is  much  of  remission  and  sweating,  give  qninine  about  two  to 
three  grs.  every  three  hours  until  the  exacerbation  comes  on,  then  pro* 
ceed  with  the  opiate  as  above.  If  the  patient  sweats  all  the  time,  if 
is  the  case  sometimes,  give  quinine  all  the  time.  As  often  as  it  ii 
apparent  that  there  is  bile  and  other  secretions  accumulated  in  the 
stomach  and  bowels,  give  a  purgative  or  emetic  as  above,  after  which 
proceed  as  before :  opiates,  etc.,  and  quinine.  The  patient  will  be 
convalescent  in  most  cases  on  the  eighth  day. 

The  reader  will  perceive  that  the  whole  plan  of  treatment  is  based 
upon  the  idea  of  maintaining  a  uniform  tonicity  or  equilibrium  of  the 
arterial  and  capillary  systems ;  which  is  effected  by  relaxing  the  capil- 
laries during  the  exhaustion  with  opiates  and  nauseants,  and  exerting 
arterial  tonicity  in  the  atonic  stage  with  quinine,  by  these  means  placing 
the  arterial  and  capillary  systems  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  the 
discharge  of  their  functions  of  absorption,  convection,  and  elimination ; 
and  the  removal  by  gentle  means,  from  time  to  time,  of  excretory  mit* 
ters  deposited  in  the  primce  vice, 

Maxim, — ^The  extent  and  density  of  the  coating  on  the  tongue  afford 
the  exact  indication  of  the  amount  and  activity  of  emetics  and  cathir- 
tics  that  should  be  given  in  any  stage  of  this  disease.  In  any  stage  of 
this  fever  constant  heaviness  of  stomach  or  nausea  may  indicate  a  light 
emetic  without  regard  to  density  of  coating  on  the  tongue. 

Gastro-enteric  fever,  and  remittent  fever  with  enteric  or  gastro-enteric 

irritation,  are  merely  phases  of  bilijus  fever,  especially  when  these  occur 

in  the  proper  season  of  bilious  fever.     By  reference  to  the  foregoing 

maxim  it  will  be  perceived  that  fhe  vomiting  and  purging  must  be  very 

cautiously  proceeded  with,  as  the  tongue  is  but  sparsely  coated.  Emetic 

action  is  seldom  necessary  or  admissible ;  the  best  purgative  is  an  ounce 

of  castor  oil,  with  twenty  drops  of  laudanum ;  the  main  treatment 

should  be  pulv.  doveri,  or  something  similar  thereto,  evary  four  hoan, 

alternated  with  six  to  ten  drops  turpentine  in  emulsion  of  mucilage,  with 

or  without  citric  acid,  every  four  hours.     I  generally  use  about  this : 

3?     Oleum  terebinth.,  f3j. 
Mucilage,  f3  vij. 
M.    Dose,  a  ieaspoouful. 

If  the  bowels  do  not  move  every  two  or  three  days,  when  purging 

is  indicated,  purge  carefully  as  above. 
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Quinine  should  not  be  attempted  until  the  irritation  is  entirely 
removed. 

The  size  of  the  opiate  in  either  form  of  the  disease  must  depend  on 
oiicnmstances ;  I  always  give  enough  to  mitigate  distress  and  to  abate 
the  fever.  The  great  distress  from  headache  can  be  almost  entirely 
lemoved  by  opium. 

Have  patience  with  me  a  little  longer.  I  have  practiced  medicine 
orer  sixteen  years  in  miasmatic  regions,  and  have  done  a  good  deal  of 
biuiness,  and  mnst  necessarily  have  some  reasons  for  what  I  write. 
The  idea  of  a  patient  dying  of  bilious  fever  hardly  enters  into  my  cal- 
oolations  when  treating  a  patient. 

Many  physicians  continue  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  opium  can  not 
be  safely  given  when  there  is  headache,  or  when  the  secretions  have 
not  been  changed ;  than  which  a  grater  mistake  could  hardly  exist. 
The  distressing  headache  in  fever  can  and  should  be  mitigated  by  large 
doaea  of  opium.  To  illustrate  how  harmless  opium  is  in  such  condi- 
tions, I  will  relate  a  little  experimental  treatment.  A  few  years  ago 
I  conceived  the  idea  of  arresting  fever  in  the  forming  stage  by  laige 
doses  of  opium,  repeated  several  times.  I  tried  this  in  several  cases 
with  both  sexes.  The  object  was  not  accomplished,  and  I  had  to 
adopt  a  more  rational  plan ;  but  no  special  harm  resulted.  This  was 
tried  in  both  bilious  and  continued  fever. 


^totttAlna  9i  SfttUUtt. 


Prooeedingt  of  the  Cincinnati  Academy  of  Medicine. 

MoMDAT  EvBKiNo,  Sept.  16,  1861. 
Dr.  Almy  in  the  chair ;  Dr.  Stevens,  Secretaiy.    Dr.  Gans  proceeded 

to  read  the  second  part  of  his  essay  on 

PUERPERAL    FBVBR. 

Paet  II. — Pathology  of  the  Puerperal  Processee, — Basing  the  divi- 
fkm  of  the  puerperal  processes,  in  accordance  with  the  present  state  of 
the  acienc^,  upon  the  pathological  anatomy,  as  the  school  of  Vienna  has 
done,  we  can  divide  the  various  puerperal  processes  into  three  groups. 

The  first  includes  the  processes  with  the  most  rapid  course  wiihoot 
local  appearances  in  the  cadaver.     (Septicemia  in  a  high  degree.) 

It  is  known  that  some  puerperal  processes  may  end,  in  a  few  hours 
or  days,  in  death,  after  being  accompanied  by  symptoms  which  show 
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Ml  important  alteration  of  nervous  life,  {laralym  of  tke  nerrooi 
tern  and  general  dissolation  of  the  blood.  These  are,  according  t 
experience,  the  rarest  cases.  A  eevere  chill,  followed  immediate 
symptoms  of  cerebral  irritation  or  of  paralysis,  forms  a  chaiscti 
symptom.  A  general  excitement  and  deltrinm  is  then  observed,  i 
times  combined  with  tetanic  convulsions,  or,  immediately  after, 
nolence  and  coma — symptoms  always  associated  with  great  depn 
<^  the  vital  powers.  Numerons  black  or  Uoe  spots  of  mors  o 
extension  appear  also  on  di£ferent  parts  of  the  skim*  particolai 
the  extremities  and  sacro-lnmbar  region.  These  are  the  cases  i 
sometimes  are  characterized  during  life  by  extended  redness  of  the 
by  the  so-called  puerperal  scarlet,  and  in  which  sometimes  exti 
blood  extravasations  are  found  in  the  snbcataaeoas  oellnlar  tissi 
the  muscles*  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  thorax,  and  on  the  ext 
ties.  Except  pnlmonal  hypenemia  and  hypertrophia  of  the  s] 
which  latter  is  sometimes  sofi,  appearing  tnuuformed  into  a  mnsl 
mass,  the  post  mortem  examination  not  revealing  any  positive  ap 
ances.  No  traits  of  a  local  affection  are  discovered.  The  walb  < 
uterus  are  flabby ;  its  cavity  contains  black  blood  in  a  liquid  stat 
the  uterine  tissue  and  upon  the  peritoneum  small  ecchymodc  place 
a  bad-colored  liquid  are  sometimes  found.  There  is  no  sign  of 
exudations  or  pus-like  coagulation,  and  the  like,  upon  the  inner  m 
surface,  nor  in  the  neighboring  Veins  and  lymphatic  vessels,  nor  o 
inner  or  outer  surface  of  the  peritoneal  sack. 

Cases  in  which  death  took  place  very  suddenly  were  formerly 
sidered  apoplexia  nervosa,  or  asphyxia  idiopathica,  (Chevalliei 
syncope,  (Dubreith,)  or  as  owing  to  the  admission  of  air  in  the  c 
of  the  heart  through  the  uterine  veins,  (Legallois,  Clintock,)  < 
extended  blood  coagulas  in  the  heart,  (Meigs,)  or  were  attribnt 
obliteration  of  the  pnlmonal  artery,  (Paget.)  We  have  now 
reason  to  seek  the  real  cause  of  death  in  septicemia,  and,  as  a 
for  it,  the  fact  is  given  that  the  blood  of  such  dead  bodies  con 
carbonate  of  ammonia,  possessing  the  property  of  decomposiui 
blood  corpuscules  and  of  dissolving  fibrin  and  hsematin,  besidei 
taining  hydrocyanate  of  ammonia.  It  is  stated  that  the  blood  co 
culea  have  lost  the  property  of  turning  red  by  the  air,  and  that  the  1 
of  these  corpses  passes  rapidly  into  putrefaction.  It  is  not  i 
overlooked  that,  as  much  merit  as  most  investigations  may  pcssei 
have  not  yet  found  any  direct  proof  of  the  septicemia — that  i 
the  putrid  fermentation  of  the  blood  circulating  in  the  vessels. 

The  second  group  embraces  the  puerperal  processes  with  acuta 
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giQsSy  in  which  plain  sjmptoniB  of  localization  of  the  diaease  are  found 
on  the  inner  amface  of  the  uterns,  in  the  veins  and  lymphatic  vesMla 
of  that  organ,  in  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  in  the  organs  lined  by  thii 
membrane.  The  local  symptoms,  which  are  found  most  frequently  on 
the  inner  surface  of  the  uterus,  are  thoee  of  an  endometritis.  These 
morbid  alterations  form  nowise  the  essence  of  the  puerperal  processes* 
for  they  are  often  wanting  entirely  where  the  cases  end  in  death.  Tha 
endometritis,  accompanied  by  at  one  time  more  rapid,  at  another 
tima  slower,  sodening  exudation,  is  to  be  considered  as  the  localizatiom 
of  the  puerperal  blood  decomposition,  or  as  the  primary  disease.  The 
ozodation,  forming  itself  in  one  way  or  another,  changes  rapidly  into 
pos  or  ichor,  and  destroys  thus,  more  or  less,  the  muscular  layer  of  the 
atema  next  under  it.  The  uterus  presents  itself  often  very  distended ; 
jfoi*  in  consequence  of  the  paralysis  of  its  muscular  fibre,  its  texture 
is  soft  and  the  involution  proceeds  imperfectly.  The  pathological 
diagnosis  of  the  endometritis  always  presents  difficulties,  because  it  is 
difficult  to  distinguish  the  products  of  the.  inflammation  from  the 
lochial  aecretions,  being  physically  and  anatomically  very  similar. 
Endometritis,  with  liquid  plastic  lymph,  consequently  can  not  anatomi- 
cally be  diagnosticated,  and  we  only  can  then  jndge  of  its  existence 
when  pus  and  exudation  are  excreted  in  larger  quantities.  The  term 
endometritis  catarrhalis,  endometritis  plastica,  (uterine  croup,)  and 
ondometritis  dysenterica,  has  been  adopted,  according  to  Rokitansky  and 
Kiwiach,  in  conformity  with  the  various  modifications,  consistence  and 
color  of  the  exudations  and  the  extent  of  the  inflammatory  process ;  and 
to  designate  the  highest  degree  of  the  disease,  in  which  the  inner  surface 
of  the  uterus  presents  a  kind  of  mush  of  a  dirty  bluish  color,  the  ex- 
praaaion  putrescentia  uteri,  according  to  Boer,  has  been  retained. 

But  very  little  value  is  placed  on  all  these  forms,  since  Engel  has  shown 
diat  the  greatest  number  of  the  cases  are  but  cadaverio  appearancea. 
The  endometritis  can  only  be  recognised  by  the  mass  of  exudation  on 
Iha  inner  uterine  surface,  and  by  a  large  quantity  of  pus.  But  these 
pathological  products  permit  as  little  as  iheir  different  colorization  to 
jvdge  during  life  of  the  degree,  form  or  course  of  an  endometritis.  In 
a  favorable  eonrse,  the  disease  ends  in  recoveiy,  without  another  oigaa 
beiqg  implicated ;  the  only  complications  existing,  frequently,  are 
vaginal  ulcerations.  These  ulcere,  called  puerperal  ulcerations  have 
their  aeat  on  both  sides  and  above  the  entrance  of  the  vagina,  on  the 
fide  of  the  inferior  commissure  of  the  labia ;  they  are  seldom  found 
on  a  higher  place  or  in  the  vagina.  They  are  generelly  the  reault  of 
vnlasnition  dnriag  labor;   or  they  nuy  have  relation  to  a  blood 
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infiltration,  which  has  taken  place  by  pressnre  9f  the  presenting  part 
of  the  child,  and  in  some  cases  are  they  the  result  of  diphtheric  second- 
ary inflammation  of  the  vagina ;  the  base  of  these  nloers  is  frequently 
covered  by  a  brbwnish  membrane,  ill-looking,  and  the  secretion  oftei 
pnriform,  seldom  ichorous.  They  produce  oedematous  swelling  of  fbe 
labia,  and  have,  under  certain  circumstances,  considerable  extent  tnd 
depth.  They  cause,  only  exceptionally,  narrowing  or  closing  (atresb) 
of  the  vagina  and  external  genitals,  perforation  of  the  urethra  or  of 
the  rectum.  In  a  higher  degree  of  intensity  the  inflammation  extendi 
to  the  peritoneum.  Among  the  neighboring  organs  the  labia  and  vagint 
are  the  most  frequently  attacked,  but  the  inflammation  may  also  paa 
to  the  urethra  and  urinary  bladder. 

The  puerperal  inflammation  of  the  tubes  (metrosalpingitis,  according 
to  Bong)  can  only  be  known  anatomically  by  existing  abscesses  and 
exudation.  It  is  not  possible  to  discover  inflammatory  appearances  bj 
a  dark  color  of  the  tubes  and  fimbriae,  for  the  soft  and  loose  cellolir 
tissue  surrounding  the  tubes  and  the  structure  of  the  morsus  diiboli 
favor  the  presence  of  cadaveric  coloration.  The  inflammation  of  the 
tubes  has  but  a  subordinate  importance.  It  is  in  general  secondsry, 
and  depends  upon  the  extension  of  the  endometritis  ;  but  it  can  give 
occasion  to  obliteration,  narrowing,  etc.,  which  develop  their  bad  con- 
sequences at  a  later  period.  Considered  from  a  practical  stand-point, 
the  inflammation  of  the  vagina  is  of  great  importance,  on  account  of 
it  having  relation  with  the  endometritis.  But  this  is  not  always  tbe 
case  ;  still  it  prevails  often  at  the  same  time,  and  under  the  influence  of 
the  same  causes.  The  inflammation  of  the  bladder  is  usually  limited 
to  a  simple  catarrh,  and  is  often  primary,  produced  by  pressure  dnring 
labor.  There  sometimes  develops  itself  in  the  vicinity  of  the  extemil 
genitals  an  erythema  upon  the  skin,  in  consequence  of  the  acrid  condi- 
tion of  the  lochia,  which  is  of  no  moment ;  but  occasionally  a  diphtheric 
condition  develops  itself,  ending  in  ulceration,  and  leaving  phagedenie 
ulcers.  The  endometritis  is  diagnosticated  by  pain  and  incomplete 
innolution  of  the  uteras,  by  suppressi^  of  the  lochia,  by  pathologicsl 
alteration  and  puerperal  ulcers  of  the  vagina,  which  are  found  in  the 
majority  of  cases ;  finally  by  the  fever,  which  is  never  absent.  Vn 
uterus,  in  general,  is  not  very  painful,  bat  external  pressure  and  inner 
exploration  cause  painful  contractions.  This  pain  does  not  extend 
beyond  the  upper  abdominal  region,  if  the  woman  remains  perfeetlj 
quiet.  The  uterus  remains  considerably  distended,  in  consequence  oi 
the  paralytic  condition  of  its  muscular  tissue  and  the  accumulation  oi 
liquid  exudation  in  its  cavity ;  hence  the  soft,  mushy  feeling  by  the 
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touch.  The  lochia  is  for  a  while  sappressed,  its  place  is  often  taken 
by  A  considerable  discharge  of  copious  pnmlent  masses  of  bad  smell 
and  color.  The  microscope  has  not  been  able  yet  to  discover  a  differ- 
ence between  the  physiological  and  pathological  lochia. 

In  the  second  series  we  find  the  local  phenomena  of  the  puerperal 
processes  in  the  veins  and  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  uterus  and  the 
neighboring  parts.  It  is  known  that,  during  the  normal  course  of  the 
diildbed,  blood  coagule  are  formed  in  the  veins  of  those  places  where 
tbe  placenta  was  attached,  and  that  in  this  manner  the  usual  haemor- 
iliage  is  stopped ;  other  veins  are  filled  also  with  such  coagula,  but 
without  any  harm.  But  if  this  blood,  outside  of  the  circulation,  hav- 
ing collected  in  the  form  of  thrombi,  has  the  property  to  become  decom- 
posed, new  coagula  are  formed  by  accumulation,  extending  themselves 
into  the  veins  of  the  broad  uterine  ligaments,  into  the  vena  spermatica 
interna,  into  the  pelvic  veins,  vena  cava  asoendens,  and  into  the  crural 
Teina.  But  not  always  do  these  thrombi  follow  their  regular  course : 
thej  remain  sometimes  in  close  connection ;  sometimes  they  are  formed 
in  places  far  from  the  uterus  by  inopexia,  in  the  veins  of  the  brain,  in 
the  vena  cava  descendens,  in  the  sinus  of  the  dura  mater,  in  the  vena 
jogolaris — all  of  which  points  to  a  general  and  not  at  all  to  a  local  cause. 
The  coagula  are  similar  to  the  fresh  blood  coagula,  presenting  a  chord 
munched  to  the  walls  of  the  veins,  and  passing  some  time  afterward 
in  ita  center  into  purulent  liquefaction.  If  the  blood  of  the  parturient 
woman  i«  healthy,  it  does  not  decompose  itself,  but  the  puerperal 
thrombi  become  organized,  shrink  together,  and  change  to  cellular 
tiaaoe,  in  which  new  vessels  form,  by  whioh  the  veins  become  in  varioua 
ways  closed,  presenting  at  last  tape-like  chords.  If,  however,  the 
Uood  of  a  parturient  woman  is  sick,  or  have  noxious  substances  acted 
npon  the  torn  veins,  (orifice,)  an  ichorous  decomposition  takes  place 
within  the  puerperal  thrombi,  softening  the  inner  coat  of  the  vessels, 
and  producing  an  inflammatory  infiltration  of  the  external  coat,  with 
ita  Tarious  consequences, — hence  a  secondary  phlebitis.  This  view, 
advocated  by  Virchow,  Kiwisch,  and  Scanzoni,  according  to  which 
the  decomposition  of  the  thrombi  forms  the  primary,  and  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  veins  but  the  secondary  act,  appears  to  be  more  correct 
than  the  one  formerly  held,  according  to  which  a  primary  phlebitis 
was  considered  as  the  source  of  the  blood  poisoning.  It  is  to  be  looked 
npon  as  a  rare  exception,  if,  to  the  contrary,  primary  phlebitis  appear 
with  aecondary  formation  of  thrombi.  (Virchow.)  The  most  im- 
portant consequences  of  the  thrombi  depend,  therefore,  principally 
mpon  the  metamorphosis  of  the  blood  coagula.    Their  purifonn  or 
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!•  other  i^ona,  Bot  ereB  to  the  lymphatic  Tees^s  of  the  arteria  hypo- 
gMtrivm ;  hot  k  is  accompanied  hy  pns  formation  of  the  parenchyma 
«f  Iha  fundus  uteri  and  of  the  pelvic  eellnlar  tisene.  It  commences 
always  in  the  ulcerations  of  the  neck  of  the  ntems,  and  transplants 
kaelf  to  the  landns,  asBuming  still  a  larger  extension,  as  we  have  seea 
m  two  cases.  Meckel  seeks  to  explain  the  development  of  this  metro* 
IjnBfhangitis  by  the  resorption  of  deleterious  substances,  having  been 
failed  throngh  puerperal  ulcerations,  and  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  this 
IjnMphang^tis  forms  the  essential  character  of  a  malignant  pnerperal 
§tr$er,  whilst  the  phlebitis  is  co^idered  by  him  as  nnessential  and  more 
acddcatal.  According  to  him,  therefore,  the  cervical  and  vaginal  por- 
tioo,  which  is  always  inflamed,  has  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  starting- 
point  of  the  malignant  puerperal  fever,  on  account  of  the  formation  of 
Um  lymphangitis  always  at  this  place.  We  have  to  remark  here,  thai 
wo  have  frequently  observed  small  purulent  deposits  or  ulcerations  in 
tte  aeighbarhood  of  the  os  uteri,  without  being  able  to  discover  the 
sign  of  a  lymphangitis. 
The  newest  investigations  of  Engel  and  Braun  have  also  taught  us 
we  must  look  upon  the  lymphangitis  as  inflammation  of  the 
tissue  surrounding  the  lymphatic  vessels,  being  produced  im 
soMssquonce<rf  the  obstruction  and  excessive  distension  of  the  lymphatic 
According  to  Braun's  view,  the  filling  of  the  lymphatic  ves- 
would  be  a  physiological  condition  of  lying-in  women,  and  a 
lymphangitis  puerperalis  ought  to  be  doubted,  because  the 
^jnmph  had  more  probably  become  coagulated,  and  the  decomposition 
Off  the  coagulum  had  to  produce  a  secondary  softening  of  the  walls  of 
Iko  vessels ;  but  it  being  also  unquestionable  that  pus  may  be  taken 
op  hy  the  lymphatic  vessels  from  the  peritoneal  cavity  and  uterus  in 
largo  quantities  without  the  inner  surface  of  the  lymphatic  vessels  <Nr 
tte  sorroundiag  cellular  tissue  being  inflamed,  it  is  therefore,  in 
Btaoa's  opinion,  not  possible  to  consider  the  collections  of  pus  in  the 
^yaiphatae  vessels  as  cause  of  the  puerperal  processes. 

is  lofinenco  to  the  symptoms  accompanying  a  metro-phlebitis  or 
IfBphaagitis  pnerp.,  the  most  essential  for  the  clinical  diagnosis  are : 
A  ijppiw^liko  course  of  the  whole  process ;  repeated  fever  paroxysm, 
with  chiUs ;  a  so-called  pernicious  intermittens,  with  vague  type ; 
lia  dolens  and  metastatic  abscesses.  If  even  we  cannot  ascribe 
symptoms,  according  to  Bcanzoni,  a  positive  certainty,  they 
an  important  practical  meaning,  showing  at  all  times  a  g^reat 
in  the  sang^inaiy  life. 
!Eha  third  series  oi  the  local  phenomena  of  the  puerperal  pi 
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present  tbemselyes  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  and  the  organa  lined  I 
peritoneum.-  Peritoneal  exudation  belongs  to  the  most  frequei 
surest  signs,  although  it  does  not  accompany  always  the  puerpen 
cess.  At  the  opening  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  the  distended  inte 
and  a  more  or  less  copious  exudation  is  conspicuous,  the  charac 
which  is  very  diversified,  either  mora  or  less  thick  or  liquid,  of  a 
purulent  or  ichorous  quality,  of  yellowish  green,  brownish  or  re 
color.  Layers  of  diiferent  color  cover  the  peritoneum,  and  glue  sq 
intestinal  portions  together.  The  exudation  somet^imes  separates 
into  serum  and  coagulated  fibrin,  which  is,  so  to  say,  reduced  fro 
serum,  covering  generally  the  surface  of  the  liver  and  spleen.  In 
cases  the  exudation  collects  in  the  deeper  places,  and  lays  then  i 
space  of  Douglas.  The  peritoneum  presents  in  general  the  less  io 
matory  coloring,  the  laiger  the  quantity  of  the  exudation  and  the 
fibrin  flakes  are  seen. 

The  peritonitis  extends  over  all  parts  of  the  peritoneum,  or  is  li 
to  that  part  which  lines  the  uterus,  and  to  some  loops  of  the  intes 
as  also  to  one  part  of  the  inner  lamella  of  the  inner  abdominal  n 
the  so-called  perimetritis.  Has  the  inf  ammation  attacked  the  < 
peritoneum,  the  part  which  covers  the  uterus  shows  itself  the 
intensely  inflamed,  which  is  known  by  the  stronger  injection  a 
portion.  In  the  limited  inflammation,  or  the  perimetritis,  the  1 
exudation  collects  in  the  deep  inlets  of  the  peritoneal  sack,  av 
lying  there  as  in  a  pocket,  because,  by  the  adhesion  of  the  neig 
ing  intestines,  separate  spaces  are  formed  where  the  exudatioi 
collect,  and  then  forming  the  so-called  sacked  exudation  or  pent 
abscesses.  The  exudation  does  not  always  penetrate  into  the  pent 
cavity,  but  collects,  external  of  the  same,  between  the  peritoneun 
the  neighboring  tissues,  in  consequence  of  infiltration  of  the  subs 
cellular  tissue,  thus  forming  the  retro-  or  extra-peritoneal  exndi 
which  partly  becomes  organized,  or  becomes  softened,  or  becomes  ] 
capable  of  resorption.  The  sacked  exudations — those  external  at 
as  internal  of  the  peritoneum — reach  easily  a  great  extent,  on  ac 
of  the  puerperal  inflammations  producing  in  general  a  considi 
exudation.  In  reference  to  their  position,  the  intra-peritoneal  on< 
either  found  in  the  Douglasian  space,  or  between  the  utenta 
bladder,  or  on  the  side  walls  of  the  pelvis,  or  they  fill  the  ] 
entirely,  so  that  the  uterus  is  surrounded  by  it ;  the  posterior  w 
this  sac  is  often  formed  by  adhered  loops  of  the  small  intei 
The  extra-peritoneal  exudations  have  either  their  seat  between  tb 
lamella  of  the  broad  ligaments^  or  upon  the  mnscolos  iliacut  exte 
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or  in  the  fundus  of  the  pelvis,  or,  finally,  between  the  abdominal 
muscles  and  the  peritoneum.  The  intra-peritoneal  exudation  maj 
exist  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  without  producing  any  other 
phnomena  but  short  paroxysms  of  fever  ;  they  may  gradually  disap- 
pear, by  resorption,  leaving  abnormal  connections  by  false  membranes, 
or  abscesses  may  be  formed.  The  matter  makes  its  way  to  the  outside 
through  the  intestines,  the  bladder  or  vagina,  through  the  hypogas- 
trinm,  the  lumbar  region,  or  at  the  more  depending  part.  The  extra- 
peiitoneal  exudations  form,  generally,  afler  a  short  time,  a  pelvic 
abscess,  opening  frequently  in  the  inguinal  region,  or  at  the  leg  below 
the  Poupart's  ligament  in  the  lumbar  region,  or  the  vagina,  or,  if  the 
abscess  is  located  at  the  anterior  abdominal  wall,  it  may  empty  itself 
through  the  umbilicus. 

Frequently  the  peritoneal  exudation  extends  itself  to  the  ovaries, 
but  where  it  is  not  easy  to  distinguish  the  physiological  from  the 
pathological  condition.  An  inflammation  of  the  stroma,  and  the  serous 
•nvelope  of  the  ovaries,  oophoritis,  makes  itself  known  anatomically, 
aceording  to  Braun,  only  by  the  presence  of  firm,  purulent,  or  fibrinous 
products,  and  in  this  sense  we  may  adopt  the  division  of  Kiwisch,  in 
oophiHitis  peritonealis,  parenchymatosa,  and  folliculosa.  Clinically, 
the  diagnosis  of  oophoritis  is  uncertain,  and  can  not  be  distinguished 
from  a  circumscript  peritonitis.  The  fibrinous  and  albuminous  masses 
fomid  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  cadavers  were  till  now  considered  only 
aa  inflammatory  products  of  the  peritoneum.  Henle  was  the  first  who 
ez|dained  this  anatomical  result  in  cases  in  which  the  peritoneum  is 
intact,  smooth,  and  not  injected,  by  a  puerperal  insufficiency  of  the 
lymphatic  vessels,  and  the  obstruction  of  the  lymphatic  glands  by  blood 
aad  pus  corpuscules. 

In  reference  to  the  pathological  alterations  of  the  other  abdominal 
Tiaoera,  the  liver,  spleen  and  diaphragm  are  pressed  upward  by  the 
exudation  of  the  paralytic  stomach  and  intestines,  filled  with  fsBtid 
gases.  The  liver  appears,  on  cutting,  nutmeg-like,  probably  resulting 
from  the  blood  stasis  in  the  vena  cava,  the  vena  hepatica,  and  portal 
system,  caused  by  the  enlarged  uterus.  The  spleen  is  very  frequently 
tamefied,  and  twice  or  three  times  as  laige  as  usual ;  sometimes  she  is, 
hj  the  exudation  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  compressed,  which  may  also 
be  the  result  of  a  blood  stasis  or  septicemia.  The  kidneys  are  gene- 
raOy  pale  and  ansdmic,  or  they  present  that  peculiar  disorganization 
CmdmI  in  Bright's  disease. 

The  appearances  in  the  pectoral  cavity  have  to  be  considered  as  acci- 
itnUif  not  characteristic.  The  upper  lobes  of  the  lungs  are  sometimes 
iv.^-46. 
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fourtli  rib,  and  pressed  against  the  posterior  wall  of  the  thorax,  causing 
compression  of  the  lungs  and  danger  of  suffocation,  although  the  per- 
CBSsion  gives  a  tympanitic  sound  at  the  entire  anterior  right  side  of 
tfaa  thorax  and  abdomen.  It  is  necessary  not  to  be  deceived  by  a  dull 
percussion  sound  at  the  posterior  wall,  in  taking  it  for  a  sign  of  a 
pleural  exudation.  To  the  paralysis  of  the  intestines,  the  vomiting  of 
Terdigris-like  masses  associates  itself,  which  causes  us  such  great 
apprehension.  At  the  appearance  of  this  symptom  we  always 
prognosticate  death,  and  very  seldom  it  happens  otherwise.  In  general, 
death  takes  place  rapidly, — the  patient  retaining  her  full  consciousness. 
Death  is  caused  either  by  suffocation,  through  oedema  of  the  lungs, 
produced  by  compression,  or  in  consequence  of  exhaustion,  produced 
by  the  profuse  exudation,  and  the  deep  derangement  which  the  nutrition 
8iiff«r8  in  consequence  of  the  paralysis  of  the  intestinal  canal. 

The  third  group,  finally,  embraces  the  consecutive  diseases,  or  the 
•eoondary  conditions  of  the  puerperal  processes — namely,  septicemia 
and  pyemia.  In  tliis  category  are  comprehended  the  morbid  conditions, 
diaracterized  by  the  formation  of  lobular  abscesses  in  different  parts  of 
tlie  body,  in  which  very  seldom  pus  of  good  quality  is  found,  but  most 
fraqneatly  ichor.  The  general  term  "  metastasis"  is  also  given  to 
Uiem,  on  account  of  considering  them  as  excretion  of  resorbed  delete- 
rious Bubstaaoee,  and  because  accompanying  also  other  zymotic  pro* 
oeeecB — as  typhus,  etc.  These  metastatic  abscesses  are  found  as  well 
in  external  as  internal  organs.  In  reference  to  the  inner  organs, 
metastases  are  most  frequently  in  the  lungs,  as  lobular  pneumonia,  and 
in  the  spleen,  more  seldom  in  the  kidneys  and  liver,  in  the  brain,  as 
eoradative  meningitis,  cerebral  phlebitis,  or  as  circumscript  encephalitis. 
They  show  themselves  in  the  eye,  in  the  form  of  purulent  choroiditis ; 
in  the  tonsils,  pancreas,  and  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  pelvis,  by 
Bors  or  less  tumefaction,  with  gangrenous  destruction  of  the  neighbor- 
kood  ;  in  the  ovaries  they  cause  destruction  and  phthisis  of  this  organ. 
Carditis  and  endocarditis  belong  to  the  most  rare  morbid  phenomena. 
Tbe  external  metastases  have  their  seat  principally  in  the  joints,  as 
''arthropyosis ;"  they  occur  in  the  knee,  elbow  and  shoulder-joint, — 
munm  seldom  in  the  hip  and  other  joints ;  they  cause  necrosis  of 
Ihe  articular  cartilages,  and  anchyloses  of  the  joints.  They  are 
aleo  obeenred  in  the  synchondrosis  and  symphysis  ossis  pubis, 
where  they  may  cause  a  bone  diastasis.  The  metastatic  inflam- 
Miftion  of  the  connective  tissue  localizes  itself  with  preference  in  the 
eKtiemities,  principally  the  lower,  as  the  calf  of  the  1^,  in  the  lumbar 
and  pelvic  region ;  such  absceaaes  are  seldom  foond  in  the  parotid. 
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To  the  more  accideutal  symptoms  which  may  accompany  some 
localized  puerperal  processes,  we  must  yet  mention  the  puerperal 
mania,  with  or  without  fever,  erysipelas,  scarlatina,  and  the  milian 
fever. 

From  the  foregoing  sketch,  which  we  have  given  of  the  various 
puerperal  processes,  the  conclusion  is  to  be  made  that  the  fear  which 
this  disease  causes  to  physician  and  layman  is  perfectly  justifiable. 
There  is  no  disease  the  course  of  which  is  more  obstinate,  sly,  and 
more  treacherous,  and  defying  as  much  medical  art  as  the  puerperal 
fever.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  be  very  much  guarded  in  the  prog- 
nosis, if  we  will  not  be  deceived  by  too  great  a  confidence  in  nature  or 
science.  Never  can  we  put  the  prognosis  favorable,  even  not  in  the 
mildest  cases ;  as  the  phenomena  endangering  life  appear  often  with 
one  stroke,  and  in  an  entire  unexpected  manner. 

In  general,  the  different  degrees  of  the  septico-pyiemia,  the  intensity, 
tlie  obstinacy  of  the  fever,  the  extent  and  character  of  the  pathological 
local  alterations  may,  to  a  certain  degree,  serve  as  a  guide  for  the  esti- 
mation of  the  danger. 


Proceedings  of  Eaton  (Ohio)  Medical  Society. 

Reported  by  B.  Wajllacx,  M .D.,  B«cordlnf  Secretary. 

At  the  appointed  time  (2  o'clock  p.  m.,  July  9th)  the  Eaton  Medi- 
cal Society  convenc<l  at  Lewisburg.  The  President  in  the  chair,  and 
the  bouse  in  order,  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Society  being 
cmlled,  the  following  answered  to  their  names  : 

Drs.  Grume  and  Woody,  Eaton  ;  Drs.  Hill,  Lindsay  and  Hnggins, 
West- Alexandria ;  Drs.  Wallace  and  Ebersole,  Lewisburg ;  Dr.  To- 
bey  of  West-Baltimore. 

By  the  invitation  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  there  were 
present  a  number  of  literary  and  scientific  gi*ntlcmen. 

Hie  business  before  the  Society  was  announced  as  follows  :  First, 
Report  of  the  Society's  delegates  (Drs.  Wallace  and  Haggott)  to  the 
Ohio  State  Medical  Society  ;  Second,  An  Address,  by  Thos.  Wallace, 
A.M.,  on  the  Relation  of  the  Natural  Sciences  to  Medicine ;  and, 
Hiird,  Miscellaneous  business. 

Dr.  Crume  moved  that  the  delegates  to  the  Ohio  State  Medical  So- 
ciety (Drs.  Wallace  and  Haggott)  present  their  report.     Motion  car- 


734  PtcemUn^  ef  Soddiei.  [Deoemter, 

Dr.  Haggott  not  being  present.  Dr.  Wallace  prooeedad  to  give  a 
verbal  report.  Moved  by  Dr.  Cmme  that  the  report  be  aoecpied. 
Carried. 

The  following  resolutions  were  presented  by  one  of  the  Society's 
delegates  at  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society ;  all  of  which  received  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Society,  except  the  last,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table ;  and  now  the  Eaton  Medical  Society  calls  the  attention  of  the 
medical  profession  to  the  spirit  of  these  resolutions,  hoping  to  see  the 
day  when  the  spirit  of  them  will  be  carried  ont : 

1.  Resolved f  That  it  is  the  duty  of  each  member  of  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society,  to  use  all  his  influence  among  his  professional  breth- 
ren, in  the  county  in  which  he  lives,  to  indnce  them  to  oi^anize  and 
sustain  a  County  Medical  Society. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  degrading  to  the  medical  profession,  and 
dishonorable  to  the  faculty  and  trustees  of  a  medical  college,  to  con- 
fer honorary  degrees  on  men  who  are  so  ignorant  of  literature  and 
medical  science  that  they  can  not  become  members  of  the  County 
Medical  Society  in  which  they  live. 

3.  Resolved y  That  wher  the  faculty  of  a  medical  collie  asoertaia 
that,  by  being  deceived,  they  have  conferred  an  honorary  degree  on  in 
illiterate  individual,  who  is  daily  guilty  of  gross  unprofessional  con- 
duct, it  is  the  duty  of  the  faculty  to  revoke  it. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  medical  societies  and  colleges,  if  no  more  honorary 
degi-ees  could  be  obtained. 

Dr.  Woody  moved  that  Mr.  Wallace  proceed  to  deliver  his  address. 
Carried. 

Mr.  Wallace,  in  his  address,  paid  special  attention  to  Medical  Edu- 
cation. He  insisted  that  no  young  man  should  be  received  as  a  stu- 
dent of  medicine,  who  was  not  in  possession  of  a  good  English 
education.  He  proved  to  a  demonstration,  that  it  would  be  an  advan* 
tage  to  the  medical  profession,  and  better  for  the  people,  if  sdl  students 
were  required  to  have  a  classical  education,  that  being  of  vast  impor- 
tance to  prepare  the  mind  for  the  understanding  of  natural  history. 
He  next  went  on  to  prove  that  the  man  who  understood  nature's  laws, 
or  the  principles  of  chemistry,  botany,  zoology,  acoustics,  and  as- 
tronomy, is  the  man  who,  in  the  first  place,  is  capable  of  knowing 
what  can  be  done  by  remedies  and  medicines  ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  knows  how  to  use  means  to  prevent,  palliate,  or  cure.  He  also 
dwelt  to  a  considerable  extent  on  metaphysics,  and  pointed  out  the 
controlling  power  of  mind  over  matter ;  even  to  the  controlling  and 
curing  of  disease  in  many  cases. 
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Dr.  Cnune  offered  the  following  resolation,  which  was  tdopted  by 
the  society : 

JUiolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  due,  and  are  hereby 
tondered  to  Thos.  Wallace^  A.M.,  for  his  interesting  address. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Matchett,  of  Darke  county,  presented  himself  for  mem- 
bffship,  and  was  recommended  by  the  censors,  and  unanimously  elected 
by  the  Society.  In  like  manner,  Dr.  Ford,  of  Eaton,  became  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Woody  moved  that  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  report^ 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society,  on  the  causes  of  the  increase  of 
tubercular  consumption.  Drs.  Crume  and  Woody  were  appointed 
that  committee. 

The  Society  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Eaton  on  the  10th  of  October,  at 
10  o'clock  A.  M. 


(AAltotlnl  ^tnnslntitns. 


1.  Lead  in  Scrofulous  Photophobia, — By  Dr.  C.  Blodig,  Vienna .-« 
Hiltermann'8  remedy  (lead-water  three  ounces,  acetate  of  lead  half  an 
ounce,  applied  by  means  of  wadding,  saturated  with  the  solution,  an 
bofu*  at  a  time)  has  given  a  satisfactory  result  in  not  more  than  three 
out  of  twelve  carefdly  selected  cases,  in  the  rest  proving  of  no  eflaei 
whatever,  within  forty-eight  or  sixty  hours. — ZeiUchr.  d.  Geselich.  d. 
Airize  £u  Wien. 

2.  2^  Coccygeal  Oland, — By  Prof.  H.  Luschka,  of  Tuebingen. — 
In  the  human  body  a  small  gland  of  oval  shape  and  yellow-red  color 
is  constantly  found  below  the  coccyx,  in  a  place  left  open  by  the  cen- 
tral tendon  of  the  levator  ani  muscles.  A  branch  of  the  middle 
sacral  artery,  and  a  nerve  from  the  coccygeal  ganglion,  supply  it.  It 
is  usually  difficult  to  expose,  on  account  of  the  surrounding  adipose 
tissue.  The  finer  structure  of  it  can  only  be  studied  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  good  magnifying  glass.  The  morphological  significance 
and  manner  of  development  require  further  investigation. —  Virduno^t 
Archiv. 

8.  A  Case  (^  Spontaneous  7\irning. — By  J.  J.  Lenz,  of  Warth, 
Switzerland. — When  first  called,  the  woman  had  been  in  labor  two 
days.  Right  forearm  of  the  child  bom ;  cord  prolapsed,  pulseless, 
strong,  frequent,  distressing.     Forty -eight  hours  previously  the 
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waters  had  come  away,  with  some  hlood.  Woman  thirty-eight  yen 
old,  of  a  strong  constitution,  had  three  children  hefore.  Pelvis  spi 
cious.  Turning  attempted,  without  success,  on  account  of  poweifi 
contraction  of  the  womb.  The  right  shoulder  of  the  child  pushe 
far  down.  Some  tincture  of  opium,  tincture  of  castoreum,  and  Ho£ 
mann's  anodyne  liquor  prescribed,  with  a  view  to  afford  a  short  resi 
Left  alone,  the  mother  commenced  pulling  at  the  prolapsed  arm,  an 
in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  the  child  was  bom,  arm  and  hea 
foremost,  without  any  assistance. — MonaUBchrift  f,  OehurUk.  i 
Frauenkrankh, 

4.  Wine- Injection  in  Obstinate  Dyspepsia, — ^By  Dr.  Fr.  Innhauser,  pc 
lice-physician. — A  woman  suffering  from  dyspepsia  for  several  yean 
fell,  after  child-bed,  into  a  typhoid  fever,  and  afterwards  into  a  stat 
of  prostration,  against  which  no  treatment  availed  anything.  Digea 
tion  could  not  be  revived ;  the  supply  of  nourishment  through  th 
rectum  proved  impractible  ;  hectic  symptoms  made  their  appearance 
and  death  seemed  inevitable.  The  injection  of  about  one-eighth  of  i 
pint  of  wine,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water,  morning  and  evening 
immediately  improved  this  condition,  and  effected  a  complete  re 
covery  in  a  few  weeks,  the  digestive  organs  returning  gradually  t< 
their  normal  functions. — Zeiischr.  d.  Oesellsch,  d,  Aerize  zu  Wien, 

5.  Ovarian  Cyst ;  Injection  of  Iodine  ;  Deaih, — By  Dr.  R.  Loewen 
hardt,  of  Prenzlau. — After 'repeated  puncture  of  an  apparently  unilo 
cular  cyst  of  the  left  ovary,  in  a  woman  of  forty -one  years,  mother  o 
several  children,  the  treatment  of  iodine  was  resorted  to  for  the  pur 
pose  of  attempting  a  radical  cure.  The  injection  of  two  and  a  hal 
ounces  of  the  tincture,  the  same  quantity  of  water,  and  half  a  scropL 
of  iodide  of  potassa,  produced  very  vehement  pain.  Althongh  th< 
mixture  was  not  allowed  to  remain  in  the  previously  emptied  cys 
longer  than  five  minutes,  the  woman  sunk  rapidly  under  increasing 
pain,  and  died  fourteen  hours  after  the  operation.  No  evidence  of  in 
flammation  was  found  in  the  body,  but  a  slight  amount  of  fluid,  tingec 
with  iodine,  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  Death  seems  to  have  been  th< 
consequence  of  nervous  affection. — Monaisschr,  f,  Oeburtsk.  u.  Frauen 
krankh. 

6.  Physiology  of  the  Valves  of  the  Heart — By  Dr.  L.  Joseph.— 
During  diastole,  the  atrio-auricular  valves  with  their  muscles  tab 
part  in  the  contraction  of  the  auricles,  by  which  action  the  valvei 
themselves  are  shortened  and  laid  in  undulated  folds,  forming  fins 
annular  borders  of  the  corresponding  opening.     At  the  same  time  thi 
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ftoricQlo-ventriciilar  openings  themselves  are  somewhat  dilated  hj  the 
eontracting  muscular  fibres  of  the  auricles.  The  blood  thus  pressed 
into  the  ventricles,  fills  the  space  between  and  behind  the  tendinous 
cords  and  closes  the  venous  valves,  assisted  by  the  arising  action  of 
tbe  papillary  muscles,  which  previously  have  followed  passively  the 
upward  traction. 

All  the  contractions  and  relaxations  of  the  different  muscles  of  the 
heart  take  place  in  regular  increasing  and  decreasing,  local  as  well  a8 
temporal  progression. 

While  the  auricles  deliver  the  blood  contained  in  them,  under  pro- 
greaaing  relaxation  of  their  muscles,  the  ventricles  and  the  papillary 
mnaclea  begin  to  contract.  Neither  the  point  of  insertion,  nor  that  of 
origin  is  fixed,  but  both  approach  to  each  other  simultaneously.  In 
this  way  the  ventricle  is  shortened  in  its  long  diameter,  and  the  valves 
relaxed.  Then,  under  the  pressure  of  the  blood,  the  valves  are  inflat- 
ed and  the  papillary  muscles,  moved  towards  the  centre  of  the  opening. 
Berre  to  complete  their  occlusion.  The  blood,  accumulating  again  in 
the  auricles,  prevents  eversion  of  the  valves.  With  the  relaxation  of 
the  ventricular  muscles  they  begin  to  return  to  their  former  position. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  systole,  the  expanded  semilunar  valvea 
support  the  blood  contained  in  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  arteries.  The 
resistance  thus  offered  to  the  evacuation  of  the  ventricles  is  easily  over- 
come by  the  contraction  of  the  latter,  combined  with  the  decreasing 
contraction  of  the  arterial  membranes.  During  the  passage  of  the 
blood  from  the  heart  to  the  arteries,  the  semilunar  valves  are  never 
compressed,  but  a  considerable  space  is  left  between  them  and  the  walls 
of  the  sinus  valsalvae.  The  blood  contained  in  this  space,  and  not 
that  in  the  arteries,  shuts  the  valves. —  VircAow*t  Archiv. 

7.  The  Cemeni'Dressinp  for  Iradures. — By  Dr.  F.  W.  Lorinser. 
•f  Vienna. — Common  wood-splints  can  not  be  dispensed  with  in  the 
treatment  of  fractures  which  require  lateral  pressure,  while  immovable 
dresfiingri  are  adaptc<l  to  cases  requiring  traction  lengthwise.  But 
neither  paste  nor  plaster  of  Paris  give  full  saiihfaction,  if  used  for  that 
purpose  ;  a  good  dressing  ought  to  combine  the  a<lvantages  of  both  of 
them,  and  this  is  obtained  by  cement.  The  mass  consists  of  caustic 
lime  and  curds.  The  lime  is  best  kept  in  large  pieces,  to  be  powdered 
when  wanted,  or  mixed  with  water  and  preserved  in  that  form.  The 
cards  should  be  pressed,  carefully  dried  and  powdered.  When  re- 
quired for  use,  equal  parts  of  the  two  are  intimately  mixed  by  tritura- 
tion, and  water  enou^  added  to  make  a  paste,  with  which  short  band- 
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ages  are  covered  and  applied,  in  tiie  same  waj  as  in  the  ordinary  p4 
dressing.  The  mass  dries  rapidly,  has  a  certain  deg^ree  of  elasti 
but  is  hard,  durable,  and  impervious  to  water.  Cold  penetrates  ii 
that  cold  applications  can  be  made  over  it.  It  does  not  irritati 
skin,  and  can  be  removed  without  difficulty. —  Wiener  Medizm 
.  Wochenschrift. 

8.  Abscesses  in  the  Anterior  WaU  of  the  Abdomen. — By  D 
Gniber,  Physician  to  the  Greneral  Hospital  of  Vienna. — Abscesse 
suiting  from  scrofulosis,  tuberculosis  or  scurvy,  are  always  seated  ii 
skin  or  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  accompanied  by  other  ni 
Testations  of  the  corresponding  dyscrasia.  They  prodace  very  o' 
nate  ulcers,  with  bluish  bottom  and  oedematons  borders,  and  cicai 
slowly.  Caustics  are  of  no  avail  against  them.  The  internal  m 
tonics  and  a  nourishing  diet  favor  the  healing. 

Traumatic  influences  cause  inflammation  and  accumulation  of 
between  the  deeper  layers  of  the  integument.  Cavities  of  difiR 
extent  may  be  formed.  On  account  of  the  difficult  diagnosis, 
necessary  to  examine  carefully  and  oflen.  As  soon  as  flnctuation 
pears,  the  several  layers  of  the  integnment  should  be  divided,  sm 
sively,  until  the  pus  is  reached.  The  inflammatory  cedema  al« 
appearing  over  the  ulceration,  is  a  good  guide.  After  the  evacni 
of  the  matter,  cataplasms,  tonics,  warm  baths,  etc.,  are  to  be  emplo 
according  to  indications. — Zeitschr,  d.  Oesellsch.  d.  Aerzte  zu  Wie 

9.  Resection  in  the  Hip-Joint. — By  Prof.  J.  V.  Dnmrescha 
Vienna. — ^The  operation  has  been  performed  on  account  of  gns- 
wounds  injuring  the  parts  forming  the  articulation  ;  secondary  loxi 
of  the  head  of  the  femur ;  caries  of  the  same,  with  or  without  I 
tion,  and  morbid  growths  proceeding  from  the  head,  neck  or  troclu 
of  the  femur. 

After  gun-shot  wounds  the  operation  is  usually  difficult,  the  n 
often  doubtful  in  consequence  of  gangrene  or  other  unfavorable  < 
plications.  Of  eleven  recorded  cases,  one  only  resulted  favora 
Nevertheless,  the  operation  must  be  made,  when  neither  the  larger 
sels  and  nerves  are  injured,  nor  the  bones  extensively  fractoret 
such  cases,  left  alone,  always  are  fatal.  Enucleation  is  more  dan 
ous  and  still  less  successful  than  resection. 

Better  is  the  prognosis  in  operating  for  secondary  luxation  of 
head  of  the  femur,  with  the  intention  to  render  the  extremity  b 
fitted  for  use.  Here  the  muscles  are  restored  to  their  normal  co 
tion  and  function ;  and  on  account  of  the  nanal  sncoeas  in  these  ci 
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retection  is  also  indicated  in  old  primary  luxations,  which  ean  not  he 
rednced  and  prevent  the  use  of  the  limh. 

Caries  of  thearticnlatioo  have  heen  the  cause  of  the  most  operations 
recorded.  Out  of  seventy-five  cases,  fifty  recovered.  Resection  is 
easier  when]^the  caries  are  complicated  with  luxation.  The  result  de- 
pends upon  the  general  condition  of  the  patient,  which  can  not  always 
be  fairly  estimated,  upon  the  absence  of  dyscrasia  or  its  presence  as  the 
cause  of  caries,  and  upon  the  extent  of  the  devastation.  A  favorable 
termination  may  be  expected,  when  the  caries  are  confined  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  femur,  not  involving  the  pelvic  bones,  and  not  caused  by 
tuberculosis  or  some  other  dyscrasia. 

Where  the  chain-saw  can  not  be  passed  behind  the  bone,  the  neck  of 
tiie  femur  is  divided  by  means  of  Wattmann's  chisel. 

The  removal  of  malignant  morbid  growths  in  the  joint  hardly  be- 
ing of  even  palliative  value,  resection  of  the  upper  part  of  the  femur 
•bould  not  be  undertaken  on  account  of  such  formations,  except  where 
tbey  are  of  a  very  benign  character  and  can  not  be  reached  withovt 
lemoval  of  the  bone. — SMsckr  d,  Chaihch  d.  AerzU  tu  Wien. 

10.  Spina  Bifida, — Dr.  F.  Bierbaum,  of  Dorsten,  says  this  dis- 
ease, always  congenital,  often  occurs  in  combination  with  chronic 
hydrocephalus,  and  both  are  occasionally  complicated  with  cerebral 
hernia,  hare-lip,  deft  palate,  fissures  of  the  abdominal  integuments, 
and  club-foot.  But  either  of  them  may  exist  alone.  Spina  bifida  has 
been  observed  in  all  parts  of  the  spine,  bat  usually  afiecting  only  a 
amall  portion, — very  seldom  the  whole  length  of  it.  It  occurs  most 
frequently  on  the  lumbar  vertebrse  ;  not  often  in  the  cervical  part  of 
the  spine,  or  the  sacrum.  The  children  usually  die  soon  after  birth, 
aeldom  reaching  the  age  of  twelve  months.  Paralysis  of  the  bladder, 
rectum  and  lower  extremities  is  not  present  in  all  cases.  Chronie 
hydrocephalus,  as  well  as  spina  bifida,  are  at  present  more  of  a  patho- 
logical than  therapeutical  importance.  The  methodical  dressing  with 
strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  combined  with  absorbing  remedies,  seems  to 
do  best  for  hydrocephalus.  Puncture,  ligature  and  compression  are 
only  of  palliative  value  in  the  treatment  of  spina  bifida.  The  sponta- 
neous bursting  of  the  sac,  with  subsequent  inflammation,  is  said  to 
have  resulted,  in  several  cases,  in  complete  recovery.  But  this  natural 
cure  has  not  yet  been  successfully  imitated.  Dr.  T.  J.  Behrend  has 
cured  a  case  by  painting  collodion  over  the  tumor,  first  mixed  with 
castor-oil,  then  alone,  and  the  internal  use  of  calomel.  After  being 
exposed  to  the  air  long  enough  to  dry  the  applicatioe,  the  tumor  was 
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covered  with  wadding  and  this  secured  by  adhesive  plaster.  Ltti 
small  gatta-percha  plate,  enveloped  in  muslin,  and  held  in  position 
a  bandage,  was  substituted. — Journal  fur  Ainderkrankheiien. 


■  * 


Boston,  Mass.,  November  9,  1861 
Messrs.  Editors  : — The  annual  course  of  lectures  of  the  Han; 
Medical  School  was  successfully  inaugurated  last  Monday,  by  an 
troductory  address,  from  Prof.  O.  W.  Holmes.  There  was  a  \ 
large  attendance  of  literary  and  medical  gentlemen,  aside  from 
regular  class.  The  address  seemed  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  beH  eff< 
of  the  **  autocratic  **  doctor.  His  subject,  "  Some  points  of  Coni 
between  our  Knowledge  and  Ignorance  in  Medical  Science,"  opene 
wide  field  for  the  lecturer's  observation.  His  review  of  chcmisi 
anatomy,  physiology  and  their  relation  to  the  laws  of  force,  was 
plete  with  logical  deductions,  adorned  and  beautified  in  the  auth< 
own  peculiar  style.  No  abstract  of  the  lecture  would  do  justice, 
was  learned,  descriptive,  eloquent,  amusing,  patriotic  and  poetii 
The  prospect  of  a  large  class  of  students  is  quite  flattering. 

Another  benevolent  institution,  for  the  alleviation  of  the  po< 
classes  in  the  community,  has  been  added  to  the  large  number  alr» 
existing  in  Boston.  This  week,  a  new  Home  for  Aged  Men  was  op 
ed  and  dedicated,  thus  adding  another  link  to  that  chain  of  gener 
and  humane  charities,  for  which  our  city  has  been  and  now  is  c 
spicuous,  in  all  of  the  philanthropic  objects  for  the  promotion  of 
health  and  happiness  of  the  unfortunate. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Dr.  Hayes  sailed  from  Boston  in  Ji 
1860,  to  explore  once  more  the  Arctic  region.  His  expedition  has 
cently  returned.  A  narrative  of  the  voyage — from  the  Doctor's  c 
lips — giving  the  particulars  of  the  expedition,  an  account  of  the  pit 
visited  and  the  many  thrilling  incidents,  is  full  of  interest  in  a  med 
and  scientific  point  of  view.  I  can  not  allude  to  only  two  or  tl 
facts.  He  went  into  winter  quarters  on  the  9th  of  Sept.,  near  C 
Alexander,  in  latitude  78°  17',  longitude  72^  30'  west.  During  1 
months  of  absolute  darkness,  notwithstanding  the  intense  cold, 
health  of  the  company  was  exceedingly  good.  Many  amusem< 
were  devised  to  pass  away  this  gloomy  period,  among  them,  a  wee 
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paper  was  published  ;  the  literary  corps  consisting  of  an  editor-in- 
ehief,  censor,  a  fighting  editor,  and  a  "  printer's  devil."  There  were 
two  deaths  :  the  carpenter,  from  congestion  of  the  brain,  having  been 
found  dead  in  his  berth  ;  and  the  astronomer,  who  died,  probably,  from 
oold  and  exhaustion,  having  broken  through  the  ice  while  out  taking 
observations — and  being  oi>!!Q;ed  to  sleep  in  ice  houses.  The  lowest 
temperature  recorded  was  68  degrees  ueicw  zero.  This  is  probably  the 
lowest  temperatuie  at  which  any  white  men  have  ever  traveled.  The 
expedition  reached  81^  35',  40  miles  further  north  than  the  latitude 
obtained  by  Dr.  Kane  in  1854.  On  his  return,  the  medical  society  of 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  gave  the  Doctor  a  magnificent  intertainment. 
Some  of  the  results  of  the  expedition  show  that  Dr.  Hayes  and  his 
companions  are  deserving  of  a  generous  welcome  for  their  scientific 
efforts,  which  are  as  follows :  "  The  completion  of  the  survey  of 
Smith's  Sound  ;  the  discovery  of  a  new  channel  at  the  westward  of 
Smith's  Strait ;  the  confirmation  of  Dr.  Kane's  theory  respecting  an 
cypen  polar  sea  ;  the  determination  of  the  magnetic  dip ;  the  declension 
at  many  points  within  the  arctic  circle  ;  surveys  of  glaciers,  by  which 
tbeir  rate  of  movement  is  determined ;  pendulum  experiments,  and 
hydrographic  surveys  ;  a  continuous  set  of  meteorological  observations ; 
A  large  collection  of  specimens  of  natural  history  ;  a  valuable  collec- 
tion of  geological  specimens  ;  the  accomplishment  of  a  higher  north 
latitude  than  ever  before  attained  upon  land  ;  a  large  collection  of 
photog^phic  views  of  the  country,  ioebeigs  and  settlements  of  the 
BAtives." 

As  an  act  of  patriotic  liberality,  I  would  record  the  fact,  that  Lieut. 
Moses  8.  Herriet,  of  this  State,  the  first  unfortunate  soldier,  who  lost 
his  leg  at  Washington,  was  presented  thb  week  with  a  beautiful  arti- 
ficial leg,  by  Palmer  d(  Co.  b. 


Letter  from  Gilead,  Ohio.  \ 

GiLBAD,  Wood  County,  Ohio,  November  8,  1861. 

Mbssrs.  Editors  : — In  the  November  number,  just  received,  under 
the  head  of  "  Some  New  Formulie,"  you  publish  a  recipe  for  asthma,  by 
J.  Sims  k,  Son,  taken  from  the  DruggUVt  Circular,  in  which  some 
one  has  made  a  g^reat  mistake. 

Tou  have  it  as  follows  :  Iodide  of  potassium,  ha{f  an  ounce ;  fluid 
est.  lobelia,  one  drachm;  WMUT,Jifleen  drachms .  Mix.  Dose,  a  tea- 
^oonfol. 
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The  correct  iormiila  from  the  Circular  is :  Iodide  potMHt,  1 
drachm ;  fluid  ext.  lobelia,  one  ounce ;  water,  fifteen  oimcif.  D< 
teaepoonfal. 

My  attention  was  called  to  it  by  one  of  oar  phjsioinns  bringi 
one  of  Tilden's  Jcumal  of  Mai,  Med,,  to  have  the  prescription  ; 
for  a  case  of  asthma,  I  thought  the  doee  would  be  raUur  Mrat^, 
on  looking  over  a  file  of  Circulare,  I  found  the  recipe  (as  com 
in  the  April  number. 

Please  correct,  or  publish  this  (as  you  please)  in  next  nunl 
your  journal.  Yours,  A.  J.  Gardksb,  Drugg 


m  m  I 


Letter  from  Camp  Chase. 


Gaxp  Chasb,  (nsar  Columbus,)  November  19 
Messrs.  Editors  : — Since  writing  to  yon  last  month,  a  diffsie 
of  diseases  have  prevailed,  and  a  difierent  type  has  come  into 
At  that  date,  about  thirty-five  days  ago,  the  general  reigning  typ 
typhoid  ;  now  it  is  sthenic,  principally,  and  is  growing  more  so. 
As  the  recruits  become  habituated  to  camp  life,  and  the  vi 
changes  spoken  of  in  my  last  communication,  the  peculiar  typhoid 
enterics  and  diarrhosas  began  to  disappear ;  but  before  the  health  < 
camp  was  reestablished,  another  kind  of  epidemic  br(^e  o«t.  i 
4  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the  27th  of  October,  influenza,  or  catarrhos  epi 
icns,  suddenly  broke  out  throughout  the  entire  camp  of  the  40d 
42d  infantry  and  the  1st  cavalry.  The  few  companies  which  wi 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  camp,  remnants  of  other  regiments,  wa 
so  extensively  visited  by  the  epidemic  The  suddenness  and  sia 
neousness  of  the  visitation  was  a  very  distinctive  feature,  and  ii 
I  believe,  it  resembles  such  epidemics  in  general.  Dr.  Worth,  c 
1st  cavalry,  and  Dr.  Pomerene,  of  the  42d  infantry,  as  well  as  ■; 
marked  the  period  of  its  beginning.  These  three  regimeafi 
encamped  within  a  space  of  about  half  a  mile  in  extent.  I  bar 
been  able  to  learn  that  the  country  aronnd  or  the  city  of  Columh 
had  any  similar  visitation.  The  Sunday  on  whidi  the  disMot 
menced  was  a  very  warm,  pleasant  day-— decidedly  pleasant  ii 
time  of  year. 

The  symptoms  were  not  peculiar  from  other  epidemics  of  a 
headache,  backache,  aching  of  the  limbs,  fever  and  ooo^, 
generally  by  chills,  sometimes  quite  severe.     In  sobm 
were  several  chills  during  the  first  day.     The  congh 
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to  ^tkB  congh  of  rubeola,  bat  in  most  cases  much  more  moist.  Sudden 
and  frequently  gpneat  prostration  of  strength  was  a  constant  attendant 
of  the  attack.  This  epidemic,  like  other  epidemics  of  influenza* 
plftiiily  manifested  its  cowardly  nature  by  exhibiting  a  decided  prefer- 
••06  for  those  persons  who  were  already  enfeebled  by  other  diseases, 
consequently  most  of  our  convalescents  and  feeble  soldiers  were  the 
Ticiims  of  it.  Only  two  persons  in  the  entire  camp  have  died  of  it, 
and  those  as  a  consequence  of  its  seizure  upon  an  existing  diseased 
coadition. 

I  am  informed,  by  Dr.  Gay,  the  post  hospital  surgeon,  that  the 
epidemic  has  within  a  few  days  spread  more  among  the  scattered  com- 
panies, which  occupy  that  part  of  the  camp  thai  lies  east  of  the  40th, 
bttDg  about  one-third  of  a  mile  in  extent  eastward. 

Rubeola  has  had  an  extensive  run  in  the  camp,  particularly  in  the 
4Dth  regiment.  We  have  had  about  fifty  cases  constantly  on  hand  for 
about  three  weeks.  The  primary  symptoms  of  measles  and  the  influ- 
Misa  have  in  numerous  cases  so  closely  resembled  each  other — were  so 
aiiidb  one,  as  I  might  say, — that  it  was  found  impossible  to  say  which 
diieaee  it  was ;  this  has  been  remarked  by  the  other  medical  gentlemen 
of  the  camp.  Of  this,  however,  we  have  not  made  much  difficulty,  for 
we  treated  the  urgent  symptoms  of  both  diseases  identically.  Sore 
throat  and  redness  of  the  fauces  and  palate  were  common  to  both 
dieeaaes,  and  some  real  cases  of  diphtheria  of  a  mild  form  were  distin- 
gaiabed  only  by  the  formation  of  small  patches  of  membrane.  I  have 
pieecribed  generally  for  the  urgent  symptoms  of  these  cases  : 

"^    Chlorate  potassa,  3  xvj. 
Cami^or,  3JT. 
Ipecac,  3  ig. 
Opiam,  3  ij. 
M.    Dose,  grs.  x.  to  xt. 

This,  you  will  see,  resembles  somewhat  pulv.  doveri,  but  is  quite 
saperior  to  it  for  this  kind  of  disease  ;  for  it  is  much  more  diffusible, 
and  does  not  generally  constipate.  I  do  not  consider  the  chlorate,  from 
anything  1  have  ever  seen  of  its  action,  to  have  any  of  those  peculiar 
and  marvelous  life-preserving  qualities  which  many  seem  to  think  it 
hne;J^at  it  is  refrigerant  and  diaphoretic,  and  somewhat  diuretic^- 
ttsdi  better  adapted  to  combination  with  opium  and  ipecac  than  the 
fttlphate,  whidi  is  practically  inert,  or  the  nitrate,  which  is  deliquescent. 
Bnt  a  truce  to  this  digression. 

For  about  a  week  past  the  type  has  been  still  more  sthenic,  and  the 
aoagh  in  these  various  cases  tight,  so  much  so  that  Dr.  Kalb,  my  meet 
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excellent  assistant,  who  did  the  principal  prescribing  for  several  daji 
began  to  prescribe  antimony,  and  it  has  worked  admirably. 

We  still  have  some  typhoid  cases  of  disease,  with  red,  tremoloa 
and  peaked  tongues.  (By  the  way,  yonr  printer  in  the  last  nnmU 
made  me  say  ** palsied**  tongues,  when  I  had  wnttem  peaked ;  thatwi 
a  ludicrous  mistake.) 

If  the  view  which  I  expressed  of  the  cause  of  the  typhoid  type  vi 
correct,  the  change  of  type  which  has  taken  place  is  just  what  shoal 
have  been  expected,  be^cause  most  of  the  recruits  have  become  edU&m 
and  accustomed  to  the  change. 

The  principal  thing  worthy  of  remark,  concerning  the  large  amomi 
of  measles  treated  here,  is  that  the  cases  have  all  got  along  extreme! 
well,  although  most  of  them  lay  in  quarters  very  much  open.  I  hav 
sent  but  few  to  the  hospital  from  the  40th  r^ment,  having  earl; 
observed  that  those  who  from  choice  remained  in  quarters  got  wd 
sooner  and  were  hardier  afterward.  I  have  seen  many  a  patient,  withii 
the  last  four  weeks,  lying  on  boards,  with  nothing  but  a  blanket  intei 
vening,  and  in  some  instances  straw  also,  being  of  course  well-covem 
with  blankets,  with  the  intervals  between  the  board- walls,  close  by  th 
head  and  the  whole  length  of  the  bed,  so  wide  that  nearly  a  hand  migfa 
be  put  through  them,  and  the  door  open  much  of  the  time,  with  no  ^ 
in  the  house,  and  no  ceiling  but  a  peaked  board  roof — in  short,  neazlj 
the  same  as  out  of  doors  ;  such  patients  uniformly  g^  along  quick  ad 
easy.  The  patients  who  coughed  the  worst,  and  were  the  most  hoarss, 
were  those  who  made  their  bunks  warm,  and  sometimes  two  in  a  bed 
for  the  sake  of  insuring  more  warmth.  I  invite  physicians  to  remem- 
ber this  remark.  Alkx.  McBridk,  M.D., 

Surgeon  to  40th  Begiment  O.  Vols. 


■  m%m 


Belladonna  cu  an  AncBSthetic, — ^Prof.  Githa  relates  (  Wiener  JitA. 
Wochensckr,)  a  case  of  herniotomy  in  which  belladonna  produced  i 
remarkable  narcotic  effect,  after  ether  and  chloroform,  tried  for  a  loBg 
period,  had  failed  to  induce  insensibility.  Besides  rubbing  the  abdo- 
men with  the  extract,  about  a  scniple  had  been  injected  into  the  rectrnn. 
A  deep  sleep  of  twelve  hours  followed ;  no  other  sig^s  of  poisoning 
presented  themselves  than  the  dilatation  of  the  pupils.  It  is  suggested 
that  the  anaesthetic  effect  was  due  to  the  combined  action  of  the  sub- 
stances employed,  and  that  they  might  act  as  mutual  correctives  d 
each  other.  In  cases  like  this,  proving  refractory  to  the  employmeit 
of  chloroform,  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and  atropine  should  be  tried.— 
Amw,  Med,  McnMy, 
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Tke  PrincipUM  and  Practice  of  Obsteiriet,  By  Quhhiho  S.  Bedford,  A.M.,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  Clinical 
Obstetrics,  in  the  Uniyersitj  of  New  York ;  author  of  '*  Clinical  Lectures  on 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children."  Illustrated  by  Four  Colored  Litho- 
graphic Plates  and  Ninety-nine  Wood  EngraTings.  New  York :  8.  S.  &  W. 
Wood,  889  Broadway.    One  toU  PP*  781. 

We  approach  the  critical  examination  of  this  new  book  by  Dr. 
Bedford,  with  something  of  the  same  feelings  that  we  cut  the  leaves  of 
a  new  novel  from  the  fertile  pen  and  brain  of  an  aathor  who  has  made 
his  mark  in  the  domain  of  letters.  Does  he  sustain  himself  ?  and  is 
ft  all  that  we  had  the  right  to  expect  ?  The  flattering  success  which 
mttended  the  Clinical  Lectures  on  Dieeaeee  ^  Women  and  Children 
bj  Prof.  Bedford,  passing  through  its  rapidly  repeated  editions,  had 
prepared  us  to  regard  with  unusual  interest  this  systematic  treatise  on 
Jlke  Principles  and^  Practice  of  Obstetrics  ;  and,  indeed,  were  it  ever 
so  execrable  a  work,  it  would  very  certainly  command  more  than  the 
passing  attention  of  the  profession,  and  prove  a  happy  windfall  for 
the  reviewers.  It  affords  us,  however,  sincere  pleasure  here  at  the  out- 
set to  say  that  this  is  no  failure  :  our  just  expectations  of  the  author 
oi  the  Clinical  Lectures  are  fully  met.  The  book  before  us  is  a  most 
excdlent  one — well  fitted  to  be  made  an  American  text-book  in  this 
great  department  of  practical  medicine. 

Bome  books  are  devoted  to  the  exposition  of  new  facts  and  thought ; 
some  books  simply  do  an  editor's  task — they  gather  up  and  arrange 
the  floating  material  that  is  otherwise  lost  in  the  confusion  of  fact  and 
thought  every  where  scattered  abroad  ;  still  some  other  books  happily 
blend  the  new  and  old — they  give  system — ^they  gather  up  the  new — 
they  originate  and  express  personal  experience.  To  this  last  belongs 
the  work  before  us.  Our  author  has  with  judgment  and  clearness 
given  us  the  established  teachings  in  the  science  and  art  of  obstetrics  ; 
he  has  gathered  up  the  most  recent  discoveries  and  facts  in  the  physi- 
ology and  therapeutics  of  his  theme ;  and  yet  nowhere  at  no  time  does 
he  overlook  his  personal  opinions,  theories,  and  experience.  We  thus 
have  presented  to  us  a  degree  of  individuality  that  is  pleasantly  refresh- 
ing in  these  days  of  flunkey  ism  and  imitation. 

Our  author  has  adopted  the  lecture  style  in  this  book,  which,  while  it 
permits  the  most  rigid  observance  of  method  and  symmetry  in  ar- 
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rangement,  still  enables  him  to  indulge  in  the  pleasant,  attraetire 
familiaritj  of  personal  address. 

With  our  limited  space  we  scarcely  expect  to  do  justice  in  anj  at- 
tempt to  analyze  this  work — and  yet  we  hope  to  give  an  idea  of  iti 
plan  and  character. 

The  first  lectures  of  the  volume  are  properly  devoted  io  a  demonstia- 
tion  of  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  concerned :  the  bonca  of  the  pel- 
vis— the  oigans  of  generation — the  fvetal  head — ^the  mechanism  of 
labor — and  kindred  topics.  Six  lectures  are  occupied  in  this  manov, 
and  in  them  we  have  nothing  especial  to  remark  beyond  the  clearness 
of  expression,  and  the  very  excellent  illustrations  which  are  introduced, 
some  of  them,  indeed,  eo  far  as  we  remember,  being  entirely  original. 
Of  these  introductory  lectures,  the  fourth,  devoted  to  the  mechaniam 
of  labor>  deserves  perhaps  more  than  a  passing  notice ;  the  whole  sub- 
ject is  treated  with  that  completeness  its  importance  demaadtv 
What  we  notice,  however,  as  most  excellent,  ie  the  discrimination  oar 
author  makes  between  the  reliance  to  be  placed  in  physiologicsl 
laws,  and  the  timely  intervention  of  art.  He  dwells  largely  upon  tke 
efficacy  of  nature  and  deprecates  the  undue  officiousness  of  art.  StiQ 
he  proceeds  to  remark — *'  If  nature  be  really  so  full  of  wisdom  and  so 
bountiful  in  her  provisions,  it  may  be  urged  that  she  requires  j^o  as- 
sistance from  science,  being  thoroughly  adequate  to  the  efficient  dis- 
charge of  her  duties." — "But  it  will  sometimes  happen  that  «iU tr 
contravened  in  her  arrangements  by  circumstances  that  she  can  not  coa- 
trol,  and  therefore  her  relief  must  be  found  in  tks  juiiciouf  tnterpem- 
Hon  of  science," — "  To  be  her  substitute,  in  truth  and  efifoet,  yot 
must  have  been  her  disciple,  and  learned  from  her  teachings  the  series 
of  processes  which  in  the  aggregate  make  up  what  is  known  as  tbe 
mechanism  of  labor.*' 

But  we  must  hasten  along.  Next  in  order  are  discussed  with  snfficisit 
fnllness,  and  giving  the  freshest  researches,  menstruation  and  repro- 
duction. Next  several  lectures  are  occupied  with  the  consideration  of 
pregnancy.  Dr.  Bedford,  very  coiTectly  as  we  think,  teadies  thtt 
gestation  is  not  a  pathological  condition — the  following  being  his  coa- 
clusion  after  an  array  of  ailment : 

<<  So  far,  then,  from  regarding  gestation  as  a  pathological  state, 
we  maintain  that,  as  a  general  principle,  it  is  entitled  to  be  denomia- 
ated  a  period  qf  increased  heoUh,  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  general  nili^ 
and  not  of  the  exceptions,  to  which  we  shall  hereafter  have  occasion 
to  direct  your  attention.  Indeed,  Home  of  the  very  best  observers  haTO 
declared — and  the  fact  is  well  established  by  statistical  data — ^that  dw 
probability  of  prolonged  life  is  increased  as  soon  as  pregnancy  oeoait. 
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Let  ns  now  take  the  converse  of  this  proposition,  and  yon  will  see  in 
its  results  an  additional  proof  that  gestation  is  not  in  truth  a  diseased 
condition  ;  look,  for  example,  at  those  females  who,  either  from  choice 
or  necessity,  lead  a  life  of  celihacy,  and  see  how  much  greater  is  the 
ivcord  of  their  mortality.  Marriage  and  pregpiancy,  therefore — how- 
ever true  religion  and  an  earnest  love  for  God  may  fill  the  cloister  by 
devoted  and  self-sacrificing  ladies — should  be  regarded  as  among  the 
covenants  of  nature,  and  the  demonstration  is  found  in  the  fact  of  the 
better  health  and  greater  longevity  of  those  who  keep  these  covenants 
inviolate.'* 

The  nineteenth  lecture  treats  of  abortion,  suggestive  of  most  im- 
portant practical  reflection.  In  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  Madame 
La  Ohapelle,  that  abortion  was  like  to  occnr  most  frequently  about  the 
«zih  month,  our  author  contends  that  abortion  is  most  frequent  dor- 
ing  the  earlier  months — say,  from  the  first  to  the  third.  Further  along 
we  find  the  following  statement,  which  should  serve  to  all  of  us  as  a 
most  serious  practical  admonition,  as  well  as  encouragement  for  per- 
severance in  our  efforts  to  avert  an  abortion,  he  says  :  "J  have  known 
women  to  lose  immense  quantities  of  blood  in  a  tkreaUned  abortion,  and 
io  be  apparenUy  moribund  from  exsanffuifieatum^  and  yet  they  kave 
rallied  and  pone  on  to  fuU  term.'* 

In  this  connection  we  must  not  omit  to  quote  from  our  author, 
though  taken  from  quite  another  part  of  the  book,  in  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  '*  induction  of  abortion — ^is  it  ever  justifiable  V  There 
are  very  intelligent  and  professedly  moral  men  and  women  every- 
where throughout  this  country,  who  seem  to  think  with  Jorg  of  Leip- 
sic,  that  the  human  foetus  is  **  only  a  higher  species  of  intestinal 
worm" — and  hence  an  abortion  produced  in  the  early  months  of 
pregnancy  is  as  harmless  as  the  expulsion  of  the  worm.  Our  author 
places  himself  on  the  record  as  follows  :  He  teaches  that  an  abortion 
may  be  induced  with  propriety — **  1st,  When  the  maternal  passages  are 
so  contracted — no  matter  from  what  cause— as  to  render  it  certain 
that  a  viable  foetus  cannot  be  made  to  pass ;  2nd,  When  the  maternal 
passages  are  normal,  but  the  mother's  life  is  involved  in  alarming 
peril  by  the  occurrence  of  some  serious  complication  ;  such  as  convul- 
sion, hemorrhage,  or  excessive  vomiting.  It  is  manifest  that  the  mcxal 
part  of  the  question  turns  upon  the  simple  interrogatory — Is  the  em- 
bryo in  the  earlier  stages  of  its  existence  a  living  being  ?  All  correct 
physiology  demonstrates  that  it  becomes  in  truth,  at  the  very  moment 
of  fecundation,  imbued  with  vitality — ^the  contact  of  the  sperm-cell 
and  germ-cell  constitating  the  act  of  the  breedbing  of  Itfe," 

Lectors  twenty  discusses  molar  pregnancy,  wherein  a  very  impor- 
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tant  doctrine  is  taught,  to-wit : — ^That  the  expulsion  of  a  mole  from 
the  uterus  bj  no  means  necessarily  iqiplies  a  blighted  conception  or  the 
fact  of  any  previous  sexual  intercourse.  The  truth  of  this  proposition 
is  manifestly  a  very  important  one  in  its  medico -legal  relations ;  the 
reputation  of  a  woman,  married  or  single,  may  be  blasted,  or  her 
chastity  or  infidelity  decided,  by  the  opinion  a  medical  man  may 
give  upon  this  question.  Seme  of  these  bodies  are  midonbtedly 
blighted  conceptions  ;  others,  however,  our  author  styles  fal$e  mcla, 
and  have  no  connection  with  sexual  intercourse  for  their  origin.  He 
proceeds  very  carefully  to  point  out  the  disciminating  distinctions. 

Dr.  Bedford  in  his  teachings  evidently  belongs  to  the  school  of  con- 
servative obstetricians.  Several  lectures  are  occupied  with  the  consider- 
ation of  insti-umental  delivery  :  of  this  portion  of  the  work  we  have 
only  time  and  space  to  express  our  gratification  at  the  consistent  and 
uniform  deprecation  expressed  against  indiscriminate  instrumental  in- 
terference ;  numerous  appalling  examples  of  injury  and  death  haviqg 
been  occasioned  by  the  use  of  the  forceps,  where  nature  would  have 
accomplished  a  safe  delivery. 

The  concluding  lectures — forty-four,  forty-five  and  forty-^ix — ^trett 
of  puerperal  fever,  puerperal  mania,  and  the  use  of  anesthetics  in  ob- 
stetrics. 

Our  author  concurs  fully  in  the  view  that  puerperal  fever  is  a 
"  veritable  toxsemia  " — ^that  is  to  say,  he  subscribes  to  the  recent 
doctrine  that  it  is  a  zymotic  disease  ;  and  that  it  is  a  coniapicus  disease ; 
but  we  can  not  follow  him  at  length  through  the  consideration  of  the 
lesions,  diagnosis  and  the  treatment. 

After  expressing  his  decided  preference  for  sulphuric  ether  as  ti 
anesthetic,  he  proceeds  to  discourage  the  general  use  of  anestheticf 
in  natural  labor.  Still  he  thinks  their  judicious  administration  as  t 
general  rule  may  be  employed  '*  during  parturition  with  safety  to  botk 
mother  and  child." 

We  have  thus  hastily  sketched  an  outline  of  the  book  before  as. 
Our  remarks  have  necessarily  been  somewhat  extended,  and  yet  we 
should  have  been  glad  to  say  much  more,  so  interested  have  we  bees 
in  its  examination ;  we  conclude,  therefore,  as  we  began,  by  repeating 
our  great  satisfaction  witli  this  work,  and  cordially  commending  it  to 
our  readers  as  a  complete  and  most  attractive  text-book  on  the  science 
and  art  of  obstetrics. 

We  must  not  fail  in  conclusion  to  express  ouip  gratification  with  thi 
manner  in  which  the  publishers  have  performed  their  task  :  the  paper 
and  letter-press  are  most  excellent ;  though  we  doubt  the  propriety  of 
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putting  so  good  a  book — one  of  sncli  frequent  reference— in  nnsubstan- 
tial  cloth  binding. 

For  sale  in  Cincinnati  by  Robt.  Clarke  &  Co.     Price  94.50. 


Medical  Juritprudenee.  By  Alfebd  S.  Tatlok,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  etc.,  etc.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Medical  Jurispradence  and  Chemistry  in  Guy's  Hospital.  Fifth 
American,  from  the  Seventh  and  reyised  London  edition ;  edited,  with  Addi- 
tions, by  Edward  HAaTSHORNB,  MJ).,  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  PennsyWa- 
nia  Hospital.    Philadelphia :  Blanchard  k  Lea,  1861 . 

Oar  readers  are  familiar  with  the  former  editions  of  this  work ;  we 
therefore  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  say  more  than  is  said  in  the  title- 
page.  In  some  respects,  it  is  a  better  work  than  that  by  our  country-.* 
men,  Wharton  and  Stille.  The  present  edition  is  np  with  the  lev^l 
of  the  science  of  the  sabject.  Dr.  Taylor,  it  is  well  knoien,  is  the 
great  authority,  in  England,  on  all  questions  of  a  medico-legal  char- 
acter. 

We  can  recommend  this  book  to  those  of  our  readers  who  desire  a 
work  on  the  subject.  It  is  well  printed  and  bound.  For  sale  by 
Qeo.  S.  Blanchard,  at  93.25. 


($Aitav'$  SabU* 


JSnd  of  the  Year, — With  this  number  terminate  the  labors  of  an- 
other year ;  and  with  it,  we  reg^t  to  announce  the  suspension  of  the 
Cleveland  Medical  Oaz^te.  As  is  known  to  all  the  readers  of  those  two 
publications,  the  Lancet  and  Obeerver  and  the  Medical  Oazette,  for 
nearly  two  years  past,  have  been  the  same  journal ;  the  business 
afiiairs  of  each,  however,  being  entirely  distinct— the  business  affain 
of  the  one  not  influencing  the  other.  We  part  with  Prof.  Weber,  as 
an  associate,  and  as  a  member  of  the  general  fraternity,  with  sincere 
sorrow.  To  know  Gustav  Weber,  is  to  esteem  him  for  his  many 
▼irtues,  and  honorable  deportment ;  and  although  he  retires,  for  the 
present,  from  any  connection  with  medical  journalism,  we  shall  expect 
that  the  readers  of  this  journal  will  continue  to  hear  from  him,  and 
realize  that  he  can  still  *'  make  a  sign."     And  now  for 

7%e  Future  of  the  Lancet  and  Obeerver. — The  pecuniary  and  national 
distress  of  the  year  have  seriously  embarrassed  our  affairs,  but  not  to 
an  extent  which,  for  a  moment,  leads  us  to  anticipate  any  suspension 
of  our  regular  publication.     We  shall  call  the  more  earnestly  on  the 
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profession  to  sustain  their  organ ;  but  we  do  not  expect  to  call  in 
Never,  in  the  history  of  American  medicine,  was  there  a  time  whtn 
medical  men  could  so  little  afford  to  do  without  their  supply  of  medi- 
cal periodicals.  Every  medical  man  in  the  country  is  absorbed  in  the 
startling  events  which  are  daily  taking  place  ;  and  in  this  great  dramai 
medical  men  are  performing  a  quiet,  but  most  important  part.  Eveiy 
medical  man  in  the  country  is  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the 
progress  of  military  medicine  and  surgery,  and  in  the  many  phases  of 
medical  army  intelligence.  We  shall  see  to  it  that  (he  readers  of  the 
Lancet  and  Observer  are  kept  posted  in  all  these  matters ;  not  by  any 
means  losing  sight  of  the  abundant  variety  of  topics  which  have  ei- 
*riched  our  pages  heretofore. 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  peculiar  value  and  excellencies  of  the 
weekly  medical  journal — and  we  have  several  most  capital  ones, — and 
whatever  may  be  said  of  the  maturer  excellence  of  our  medical  quarlef' 
lies  and  semi-annuals,  the  medical  monthly  must  always  be  a  favonti 
with  the  great  mass  of  practitioners,  and  an  indispensable  to  every 
growing,  reading  physician.     For  more  than  twenty  years,  the  Laneet 
and  Observer  has  been  the  recognized  organ  of  a  large  medical  popof 
lation  of  this  interior  western  valley  ;  and  from  the  extent  and  charac- 
ter of  its  contributors,  as  well  as  its  extended  circulation,  we  may 
safely,  and  without  improper  egotism,  pronounce  it  certainly  the  lead- 
ing,  journal  of  the  West,     We  are  determined  it  shall  thus  continue. 
These  times  are  trying  the  stability  of  medical  journals  as  in  a  fieiy 
furnace — and  already  many  have  been  compelled  to  yield  to  the  fm- 
sure.     We  trust  that,  in  view  of  these  things,  all  our  old  friends  and 
ancient  readers  will  make  it  a  personal  matter  with  each  one,  to  worit 
in  our  behalf,  and  individually  lend  their  aid  in  sustaining  an  inde- 
pendent medical  journal.     May  we  not  also  ask  of  the  friends  of  tlie 
Medical  Oazette  to  transfer  their  allegiance  to  the  Lancet  and  Observer, 
until  Dr.  Weber  sees  his  way  clear  to  revive  his  enterprise  ? 


27ie  Cleveland  Medical  Gazette,  —  We  are  sorry  to  announce  to  the 
subscribers  of  the  Cleveland  Medical  Gazette,  that  we  shall  discontinue 
our  publication,  after  this  number,  for  the  present.  Our  subscribers 
have,  in  these  times  of  war,  so  unmercifully  given  us  the  slip,  that  we 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  our  subscription-list  is  rather  an  un- 
certain document,  with  which  to  settle  the  liabilities  incurred  by  tlie 
publication  of  our  journal.  The  support  which  we  received  from  o«r 
subscribers  has  been,  fi:pm  the  commencement  of  our  enterprise,  a  veiy 
generous  and  liberal  one,  exceeding  even,  till  the  very  outbreak  of  cfor 
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national  troublea,  onr  most  sanguine  expectations ;  we  can»  therefore, 
but  ascribe  the  almost  total  failure,  on  the  part  of  oar  friends,  to  en- 
courage us  with  word,  look,  and  act,  to  the  unsettled  political  and 
financial  condition  of  our  country. 

Our  bump  of  self-esteem  is  sufficiently  developed  to  allow  the  con- 
viction, that  nothing  short  of  rebellions,  or  revolutions  of  such  vast- 
nets  as  those  which  now  try  to  undermine  our  temple  of  liberty,  could 
have  withdrawn  temporarily  the  good  feelings  and  support  which  the 
profesaion  has  bestowed  upon  us. 

We  wish,  therefore,  to  have  it,  at  this  moment,  understood,  that  we 
only  surrender  our  tripod  conditionally,  t.  e.,  with  the  privilege  to 
resume  it  whenever  the  clash  of  arms  and  roar  of  cannon  shall  have 
died  away,  and  peace  shall  reign  supreme  in  our  land  ! 

To  those  few  of  our  subscribers  who  have  remitted  us  their  subscrip- 
tion for  the  entire  year  ending  July,  '62,  we  desire  to  say  that,  if  they 
ao  choose,  we  will  send  to  their  address  a  copy  of  the  Cincinnati 
Lmrncei  and  Obtervtr  for  the  next  half  year  —  if  not,  we  shall  refund 
the  money  due  them.  The  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer  commences 
a  new  volume  with  the  first  of  the  year,  under  the  editorial  manage- 
ment of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  we  have  been  heretofore  connected 
in  the  publication  of  our  journal,  and  whose  zeal  and  labors  our 
readers  have  had  ample  opportunity  to  admire. 

Although  retiring  ourselves  with  the  discontinuance  of  the  Oazetie, 
alao,  from  the  editorial  chair  of  the  Lancet,  observe,  we  do  not  inten4 
to  sever  all  our  connection  with  the  destinies  of  that  periodical,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  exert  all  our  influence  to  promote  its  prosperity,  and  the 
raaliaation  of  its  mission  ! 

Such  of  our  subscribers  who  are  in  arrears  with  their  subscriptions, 
would  oblige  us  exceedingly  by  sending  us  soon  what  is  justly  our 
due.  GusTAv  C.  E.  Weber. 


To  DdinqusnU, — ^This  is  no  time  to  stand  on  ceremonies.  We 
close  up  the  yeai'  with  entirely  too  many  unpaid  subscriptions  on  our 
books — some  of  them,  indeed,  having  been  indulged  for  one,  two, 
three  years,  and  here  and  there  one  for  longer  even  than  that.  With 
the  new  year,  we  open  a  new  set  of  mail-books  ;  and,  before  the  issue 
of  the  January  No.,  we  shall  give  our  list  a  complete  and  thorough 
riddling.  We  have  no  subscribers  who  are  not  quite  as  well  able  to 
pay  for  their  journal,  as  we  are  to  send  it  for  nothmg.  If  the  journal, 
therefore,  is  not  worth  the  money,  we  shall  stop  sending  it,  of  course  ; 
delinquents,  therefore,  will  confer  a  mutual  favor  by  responding  to 
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this  paragraph  without  farther  notice  or  delay.  We  wish  to  hwr 
from  every  suhscriber  on  our  books — especialfy  9uch  as  are  in  arrean — 
within  the  course  of  the  next  month ;  otherwise,  unpleasant  as  it  may 
be,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  erase  a  large  number  of  names  from  our  lift 


Reduced  Mates. — So  far  as  possible,  we  desire  to  establish  a  mu- 
form  advance  price  for  the  Lanc^  and  Observer,  We,  therefore,  an- 
nounce that,  henceforth,  the  terms  are  reduced  to  7W  Dollars  per 
annum,  to  all  stricUy  advance-^dijiug  subscribers,  or  to  those  remitting 
before  the  1st  of  April ;  otherwise,  we  retain  the  old  rate  of  ^ree  dol- 
lars ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  discrepancy,  we  vastly  prefer 
that  all  our  subscribers  avail  themselves  of  the  inducement  now  offered. 
It  is  far  better  for  us  to  have  a  positive  cash  list  at  92,  than  to  depend 
on  our  old  uncertain  payments,  at  even  a  difference  of  fifty  per  cent,  in 
our  favor.  With  this  reduction  on  our  part,  we  hope  every  subscriber, 
new  and  old,  will,  before  the  issue  of  our  January  number,  remit  his 
92  for  the  ensuing  volume,  and,  with  this  new  arrangement,  we  sbaD 
still  rely  on  our  old  friendiTto  exert  themselves  all  the  same,  and  all 
the  more,  to  secure  to  us  new  subscribers  and  new  clubs.  Will  each 
old  patron  secure  a  new  one  for  1862  ? 


Cleveland  Medical  College. — ^The  Cleveland  Medical  Collie  opened 
its  session  on  the  sixth  of  this  month,  with  a  very  fair  number  oi  stu- 
dents, considering  the  times,  when  one  of  every  forty  of  inhabitanU 
has  gone  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Union. 

The  introductory  lecture  was  delivered  by  Prof.  Alleyne  Maynard; 
and  a  very  able  production  it  was,  fully  justifying  our  most  sanguine 
anticipations,  and  high  opinion  we  have  formed  of  him  as  a  finisbed 
lecturer. 


Southern  Breezes, — ^Passing  events  inspire  the  heart  of  every  patriot 
with  new  hope.  The  ear,  almost  accustomed  to  the  sad  tidings  of 
defeat  and  adversicy,  catches  with  alacrity  the  sounds  of  shouts  of 
victory,  as  they  are  wafted  by  the  breeze-  from  South  Carolina's  shores, 
to  cheer  up  the  northern  heart.  Never  before  was  southern  breeze  so 
invigorating  to  our  constitution,  as  the  one  that  unfurled  the  star 
spangled  banner  on  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Walker,  and  then  sped  oo 
to  thrill  every  nerve  of  every  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Southern  breezes  were  looked  upon  as  rather  depressing,  in  times 
gone  by — they  never  agreed  with  us,  individually  ;  but  such  as  the  lasl 
one,  our  very  nature  craves — every  avenue  to  our  heart  is  wide  open  to 
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catch  every  breath  of  such.  Let  ns  hope  that  the  God  of  battles  will 
continue  to  smile  upon  onr  sacred  cause,  and  give  us  the  benefit  of 
some  more  such  southern  breezes.  We  feel  it  in  onr  bones  they  will 
come  —  they  must  come  ;  for  we  of  the  North  shall  not  stay  behind 
our  friends  of  the  South,  in  politeness,  but  return  the  compliment  with 
such  tornadoes  as  will  sweep  treason  and  traitors  from  every  inch  oi 
our  land. 


The  Regular  Medical  Sehoois  of  dneinnaii  have  each  about  sixty 
students  in  attendance  on  lectures  this  winter.  The  introductory 
lecture  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  was  delivered  by  Prof.  Sayler. 
No  introductory  was  given  in  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Medicine. 
Thus  far  we  hear  but  meager  reports  of  the  schools  ;  we  understand, 
however,  there  are  no  lectures  in  Louisville  or  St.  Louis  ;  Eastern 
journals  report  a  flourishing  condition  of  the  schools  in  Boston,  New 
York,  and  Philadelphia.  By  a  statement  in  the  Philadelphia  Reporter 
the  followiDg  figures  are  given :  University  Med.  Col.,  N.  Y.,  200 ; 
College  of  Phys.,  about  125 ;  Bellevue  Med.  College,  60.  In  the 
University  of  Penn.,  about  275  ;  Jefierson  Med.  College,  about  250. 


A  New  York  Surpean  Abroad, — Dr.  Sims,  founder  of  the  New 
York  Woman's  Hospital,  is  at  present  in  Europe,  and  is  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  profession  in  London  and  Paris.  We  see  it  stated 
that  he  operated  for  vesico -vaginal  fistula  in  Paris  in  the  presence  of 
M.M.  Ricord,  Yelpeau,  N^laton,  and  Jobert.  It  is  also  stated  that 
efforts  are  being  made  by  some  of  the  medical  and  surgical  worthies 
of  London  to  induce  him  to  make  a  permanent  residence  in  that  city» 
a  hospital  being  offered  him  for  his  specialty.  Another  instance  how 
truly  it  is  that  a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  land. 


Inauguration  of  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College, — ^The  trustees, 
faculty  and  students  made  a  gala-day  of  the  inauguration  of  this  col- 
lege. In  addition  to  the  inaugural  lecture  of  Prof.  McC ready,  speeches 
were  delivered  by  Prof.  Taylor,  president  of  the  faculty,  Hon.  8. 
Draper,  Archbishop  Hughes,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chapin.  In  addition 
to  this  "  feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul,"  the  physical  man  was  pro- 
vided for  by  a  splendid  collation.  The  exercises,  commencing  at  12 
X.,  were  not  finished  till  quite  dark.  A  great  crowd  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  were  present.  The  most  interesting  event  of  the  occasion 
was  the  arrival  of  a  patient  with  a  shattered  leg  requiring  amputation, 
which  was  **  performed  at  once,  by  Dr,  Jae,  R,  Wood,  unth  hie  umai 
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aHiHy."  The  N«w  York  I>ttUy  Tfawi,  « 
the  proceedings,  leaves  its  readers  to  iafei 
formed  before  the  dietingtiiehed  audience. 
A  lectore  on  typhoid  ferer,  and  one  on  ulc 
liave  been  qnil«  as  appropriate.  W«  bav 
whether  the  proEasaion  in  New  York  cit 
ethics,  which  forbids  all  operations  befor 
has,  or  snch  proceedings  as  llie  one  above 
down  bj  all  honorable  men.  Ii  it  not  tin 
sore  should  ceaw  to  resort  to  the  trick)  of 
build  op  their  schools  ? 

To  Corretpondenlt. — We  have  on  hand 
of  valued  contribntors,  and  some  of  them  I 
period  than  is  pleasant  to  their  authors  or  o 
have  patience — we  do  the  bent  we  can.  ^ 
of  several  medical  eocietiee,  for  which  we 

In  onr  last  number  appeared  a  con 
UcBride,  at  Oamp  Chase,  near  Colomb 
This  was  an  oversight  on  our  part,  but  q 
of  the  Doctor — ^his  commnnication  kad  n 
times  censured  hy  onr  correspondents  for  t; 
would  defy  a  "Philadelphia  lawyer"  to  c 
script.  In  such  cases  we  correct,  arrange, 
lish  language  so  far  ae  possible  ;  hut  we 
leisure,  and,  if  so,  do  not  claim  eniire  infa 

An  esteemed  correspondent,  who  appea 
hb  new  titles,  since  he  wears  a  sash  and  i 
our  present  issue  we  do  him  full  honors- 
respectfully  solicited  not  to  spell  SUvem  ^ 
to  address  that  respectahle  gentleman  as  Z 

Dr.  Oajta  on  Putrperal  Fvmt. — Wo  g 
valuable  paper,  as  read  before  the  Cindn 
Next  month  we  shall  give  the  third  and 
has  been  followed  in  the  Academy  by  a  fnl 
running  through  several  meetings.  Fol 
these  papers,  we  propose  to  give  a  large  p< 
much  at  any  rate  as -we  can  find  room  for. 

C7our&<y.~-Our  acknowledgments  are  ( 
PhUadtipAia  Jiepotier  for  hmorable  menti 
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Our  thanks  are  doe  to  a  number  of  our  valued  exchanges  for  back 
and  missing  journals — hj  which  we  are  thus  enabled  to  complete  our 
files  ;  we  hope  we  may  be  able  to  reciprocate  these  favors. 


A  New  Work  on  JHedical  Jurisprudence. — We  are  pleased  to  learn 
that  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  of  New  York,  is  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  a  work  on  this  subject — "In  its  application  to  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, surgery,  and  midwifery,  in  the  United  States."  "  He  soliciti 
information  from  members  of  the  profession,  in  regard  to  trials  for 
all^ped  malpractice,  including  the  notes  and  charge  of  the  presiding 
judge  in  such  suits,  or  the  notes  of  the  legal  gentlemen  engaged." 

/'^^lamm.— Besides  some  articles  taken  from  our  pages  with  due 
acknowledgment,  the  September  and  October  number  of  the  Journal 
qf  Materia  Medico  makes  rather  free  use  of  our  abstracts  without  men- 
tioning the  source  whence  they  are  taken.  We  have  expressed,  before 
this,  our  satisfaction,  if  the  matter  furnished  to  our  readers  is  found 
worth  copying  by  our  cotemporaries,  but  the  abstracts  in  particular 
require  so  much  care  and  labor  that  we  can  not  consent  to  see  about 
fifteen  pages  of  them  abstracted  without  even  a  slight  bow  or  a  bashful 
**  thank  you  I"  Copy  as  much  as  you  please,  gentlemen,  but  do  not 
fbiiget  to  say  who  prepared  your  selections  I 


A  second  Military  Hospital  has  been  recently  organieed  in  Cincin- 
nati, under  the  medical  charge  of  Dr.  C.  McDermont.  The  Sisters  of 
Mercy  have  charge  of  the  nursing  department,  and  perform  their  duties 
in  their  usual  efficient  manner.  The  appointment  of  Dr.  McDermont 
to  this  post  is  a  most  excellent  one.  The  building  used  is  a  portion 
of  the  old  German  Catholic  Asylum,  on  Third  street. 


Drs.  Monneret,  Physician  to  Neckar  Hospital,  and  Noel  Guen- 

snn  de  Mussy,  Physician  to  La  Piti^,  have  been  transferred  to  Hdtel* 
Dieu,  Paris,  to  fill  the  places  made  vacant  by  the  decease  of  Drs.  Pied- 
agnel  and  Legroux. 

«— -  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  Dr.  W. 
A.  Hammond,  assistant  surgeon  U.S.A.,  was  elected  an  honorary 
corresponding  member. 

The  Government  has  secured  the  Girard  Hotel,  Philadelphia, 

for  a  Military  Hospital. 
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Army  Intelligenot. 

InfomtaHon/or  Persons  desirous  of  entering  the  Medical  SUrfcf  Ae 
Army. — No  person  can  receive  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Sargeon, 
unless  he  shall  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  an  army  Medical 
Board,'  to  consist  of  not  less  than  three  Surgeons  or  Assistant  Sm- 
geons,  to  be  designated  for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  nor 
can  any  person  receive  the  appointment  of  Snrgeon  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  unless  he  shall  have  served  five  years  as  an  Assistaat 
Surgeon,  and  unless,  also,  he  shall  have  been  examined  by  an  Anny 
Medical  Board,  constituted  as  aforesaid. 

Boards  of  Medical  Examiners  are  convened  at  such  times  as  the 
wants  of  the  service  render  it  necessary,  when  selections  are  made  bj 
the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  number  of  applicants  to  be  examined  for 
appointment  of  Assistant  Surgeon.  To  the  persons  thus  selected,  in- 
vitations are  given  to  present  themselves  to  the  Board  for  examination. 
These  invitations  state  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Applicants  must  be  between  twenty-one  and  thirty  years  of  age.  The 
Board  will  scrutinize  rigidly  the  moral  habits,  professional  acquire- 
ments, and  physical  qualifications  of  the  candidates,  and  report  favo^ 
ably  in  no  case  admitting  of  a  reasonable  doubt. 

The  Board  will  report  the  respective  merits  of  the  candidates  in  the 
several  branches  of  the  examination,  and  their  relative  merit  from  the 
whole  ;  agreeably  whereto,  if  vacancies  happen  within  two  years  there- 
after, they  will  receive  appointments  and  take  rank  in  Uie  Medical 
Corps. 

An  applicant  failing  at  one  examination,  may  be  allowed  a  second, 
after  two  years  ;  but  never  a  third. 

Applications  must  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ;  must  state 
the  residence  of  the  applicant,  and  the  date  and  place  of  his  bird. 
They  must  also  be  accompanied  {references  will  receive  no  otteTUion)  hj 
respectable  testimonials  of  his  possessing  the  moral  and  physical  quali* 
fications  requisite  for  filling  creditably  the  responsible  station,  and  for 
performing  ably  the  arduous  and  active  duties  of  an  officer  of  the  Med- 
ical Staff. 

No  allowance  is  made  for  the  expenses  of  persons  undergoing  these 
examinations,  as  they  are  indispensable  prerequisites  to  appointmoit; 
but  those  who  are  approved  and  receive  appointments,  will  be  entitled 
to  transportation  on  obeying  their  first  order. 

The  pay  and  emoluments  of  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  aie 
as  follows :  Assistant  Surgeon,  under  five  years  service,  853.33  per 
month.  Rations,  per  month,  886  ;  forage  allowed  for  one  horse,  $S 
per  morth.  One  servant,  812  per  month  ;  clothing  for  servant,  82.50 
per  month.  Servant^s  rations,  89  per  month.  Total  amount  for  set- 
vaut,  823.50  per  month.  Total  amount  receivable,  8120.83  per 
month. 

Assistant  Surgeon,  over  five  years  service,  870  per  month.  Ratioa* 
per  month,  836.     Forage  for  one  horse,  88  per  month.     One  semBt» 
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912  per  month.  Clothing  for  servant,  82.50  per  month.  Rations  for 
servant,  99  per  month.  Total  amount  for  servant,  923.50  per  month. 
Total  amount  receivable,  9137.50  per  month. 

Total  amount  receivable  by  Assistant  Surgeon,  of  over  ten  years 
service,  9173.50  per  month. 

Surgeon  under  ten  years  service,  980  per  month.  Rations,  936  per 
month.  Total  amount  for  servants,  9^47.  Aggregate  amount  receiv- 
able, 9187  per  month.  This  includes  the  allowances  for  horses  and 
servants.  Surgeon  over  ten  years  service,  980  per  month.  Rations,  972 
per  month.  Total  amount  for  servants,  947  per  month.  Aggregate 
amount  receivable,  9223  per  month. 

The  allowance  for  forage  and  sei*vants  is  only  paid  to  the  Surgeons 
and  Assistant  Surgeons  when  they  actually  employ  and  keep  in  service 
the  number  of  servants  and  horses  charged  for. 

In  addition  to  the  above.  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  are  al- 
lowed an  additional  ration  per  day,  after  the  termination  of  every  five 
years'  service. 

War  Department,  January,  1860. 

The  Military  Hospital  in  Cfindnnati. — We  take  the  following  com- 
plimentary notice  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Mnsfey,  from  the  Boston  Hectical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  We  have  only  to  add,  that  Dr.  Mussey  has  received 
his  order  assigning  to  him  the  medical  charge  of  the  Hospital,  and  has 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

"  In  the  papers  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  which  we  have  already 
noticed,  flattering  mention  \a  made  of  a  private  military  hospital  re- 
cently established  in  Cincinnati  by  Dr.  William  U  Mussey,  of  that 
city.  In  order  to  carry  out  his  benevolent  design,  Dr.  M.  succeeded 
in  obtaining  permission  from  the  United  States  government  to  occupy 
the  Marine  Hospital,  a  costly  edifice,  admirably  adapted  for  the  plan 

C'opoeed,  and  its  spacious  wards  were  soon  filled  with  accommodations 
r  the  sick.  So  early  as  June,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner, nearly  fifty  sick  soldiers  had  been  thrown  upon  his  hospi- 
tality. As  this  is  the  only  military  hospital  in  Cincinnati,  much 
pmise  is  due  this  distinguished  surgeon  for  his  zeal  and  energy  in  so 
•fiectively  executing  his  humane  purpose  and  lending  his  valuable  pro- 
fcssional  services  to  the  work.  Dr.  Mussey  has  recently  been  appoint- 
ed Brigade  Surgeon,  with  the  charge  of  the  Military  Hospital,  and 
possessing,  as  he  does,  talents  of  a  high  order  and  the  prestige  of  a 
name  that  will  ever  adorn  the  annals  of  surgery,  he  cannot  fail  to  gain 
fresh  laurels  in  the  new  field  upon  which  he  has  entered." 


Dr.  Oscar  Heyfelder,  Prof,  of  Surgery  at  the  Imperial  Medical 

▲cndemy  of  St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  author  of  the  latest  work  on  Ez- 
■eetion  of  Bones,  has  authorized  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
T.,  to  tender  his  services  to  President  Lincoln,  for  the  United  States 
Army,  daring  the  war. 
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PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 

1.  Treatmeni  of  Neuralgia. — ^This  must  be  considered,  sajt  Dr. 
Sieveking,  under  two  main  points  of  view  :  mitigating  the  pain  in 
the  paroxysm,  and  meeting  the  morbid  condition  upon  which  the  pain 
depends.  Amongst  the  various  remedies  proposed  to  meet  the  first 
indication,  opium  and  its  preparations,  applied  locally  or  given  by  thi 
mouth,  occupy  the  first  rank.  But  they  rarely,  if  ever,  suffice  to  tSkxi 
a  cure  without  the  aid  of  other  agents  of  an  alterative  or  roborut 
kind.  Opium  or  morphia  may  be  laid  on  the  unbroken  surface  ia 
conjunction  with  hot  fomentations  or  poultices.  If  used  endermicallj, 
the  anodyne  powder  is  sprinkled  over  the  cutis,  after  the  epidermis  his 
been  removed  ;  or  a  solution  of  morphia  may  be  injected  into  the 
celhilar  tissue  by  the  aid  of  a  small  syringe.  The  application  should, 
of  course,  always  be  made  at  the  seat  of  the  pain,  or  as  near  to  it  ai 
possible.  This  holds  good  equally  of  veratria,  aconite,  chloroform  or 
belladonna,  of  hot  fomentations,  tnrpentine  stupes  and  counter*ini- 
tants. 

The  external  application  of  tincture  of  opium  with  moist  heat  is  of- 
ten of  great  use  in  the  milder  forms  of  neuralgia.  It  is  important 
that  the  medical  man  should  himself  apply  the  fomentations  in  tke 
first  instance,  and  take  as  little  for  granted  in  the  sick-room  as  possi- 
ble. The  endermic  application  of  morphia  can  not  be  used  where  die 
disease  is  very  paroxysmal,  or  the  attacks  of  pain  very  brief,  but  is 
protracted  cases,  for  instance  in  gastrodynia,  it  is  often  of  great  value, 
blister  a  space  of  the  size  of  a  five-shilling  piece,  remove  the  raised 
epidermis  and  sprinkle  over  the  surface  a  powder  containing  one  graii 
of  morphia  to  four  grains  of  white  sugar  ;  then  apply  a  simple  dressinf. 
Three  or  four  powders  may  be  applied  in  this  way  on  successive  mors- 
ings,  or  at  still  shorter  intervals.  There  is  generally  a  little  smartin|^ 
pain  at  the  time  of  the  application,  but  soon  after  relief  generally  en- 
sues. In  the  anomalous  pains  of  the  back  accompanying  uterine  and 
ovarian  derangement,  the  endermic  application  of  morphia  to  the  lum- 
bar or  sacral  regions  is  often  of  decided  service. — London  Lamcei. 

2.  TerehinthinoUed  Caoutchouc  in  Phihisit, — Caoutchouc  in  the  solid 
state  is  not  digested,  but  passes  the  intestinal  canal  without  alteration; 
but  dissolved  in  turpentine  it  becomes  capable  of  being  assimilated, 
and  as,  chemically,  no  respiratory  food  can  be  richer  in  carbon  and 
hydrogen  than  pure  caoutchouc,  which  consists  of  only  these  cJetntli 
Dr.  Hannon  recommends  it  (  Revue  de  Tkerap,,Med,'CkimTg,)t  pro- 
perly diluted,  for  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  consumption.  He  mzoet- 
ates  one  part  of  it,  cut  in  very  thin  and  very  narrow  slices,  in  two 
parts  of  the  essential  oil  of  turpentine,  until  dissolved.     The  solntisi 
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thus  obtained  is  brown,  and  of  a  sjnipj  consistence.  It  is  made  into 
an  electnarj  with  sjrrnp  of  elder  and  a  few  drops  of  essential  oil  of 
bitter  almonds.  The  doses  of  this  electuary  is  fonr  teaspoonfiils  a 
iay,  two  in  the  forenoon  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  with  an  interval 
of  two  honrs  between  them.  The  dose  may  be  gradually  increased, 
as  the  stomach  can  bear,  and  the  patient  gets  accustomed  to 
ilie  taste  and  smell  of  the  turpentine.  This  administration  must 
be  continued  daily,  until  the  symptoms  of  the  pulmonary  affec* 
lion  disappear,  and  eren  afterwards,  only  with  diminished  doses. 
Uader  the  influence  of  the  terebinthinated  caoutchouc,  it  is  as- 
iorted  that  expectoration  diminishes  rapidly,  oppression  ceases,, 
Alght*sweats  disappear,  diarrhoea  and  fever  stop,  strength  gradually  re* 
tunu  and  emaciation  gives  way  to  embonpoint.  Other  appropriate 
tveatment  need  not  be  excluded,  but  it  is  indispensable  to  give  the  pre« 
pared  India  mbber  through  the  whole  continuance  of  the  treatment.— 
Amer.  Med.  MmMy. 

8.  HypcfphoiphUiM  m  Phthisis. — ^Dr.  J.  R.  Bennett  treated  twenty 
eaaea  of  phthisis,  taken  without  selection,  with  Churchiirs  hypophos- 
pbites  of  soda  and  lime.  In  only  nine  cases  the  disease  did  not  steadi- 
ly advance  under  the  treatment,  and  of  these  nine  not  more  than  four 
nanifested  any  decided  improvement.  Of  the  permanency,  however, 
of  this  improvement  no  proof  was  obtained. 

If  usefol  at  all,  the  hypophosphite  of  soda  allayed  somewhat  the 
irritability  of  the  stomach  and  improved  digestion,  an  effect  not  nn- 
Qsual  to  small  doses  of  alkalies.  The  hypophosphite  of  lime  appear- 
ed a  little  more  useful,  proving  of  signal  service  as  an  antacid  and 
tonic,  particularly  in  great  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  A 
•aediarated  solution  of  lime,  however,  answers  the  same  purpose. 
Here  is  no  more  evidence  of  any  specific  anti-tubercular  action  exert- 
ed by  the  salt  of  lime  than  by  the  soda  salt. — Med.  I^imss  and  Oat. 

4.  Liquor  Potassa  in  Phthisis. — In  addition  to  some  former  tnals, 
relating  to  the  effect  of  hydrochloric  acid  on  consumption.  Dr.  R.  O. 
Cotton  has  made  a  number  of  experiments  with  the  liquor  potassae  in 
die  same  disease,  giving  fifteen  minims  two  or  three  times  a  day.  Of 
twenty-five  patients  twenty-two  appeared  to  be  uninfluenced  by  the 
treatment,  two  slightly  improved  and  one  greatly  improved.  On  the 
whole,  it  appears  that  liquor  potassae,  in  moderate  doses,  rarely 
disagrees  with  consumptive  patients,  but  is  quite  as  rarely  productive 
of  any  good  effect,  and  that  the  so-called  tubercular  crasis  is  much 
more  likely  to  be  relieved  by  the  mineral  acids  than  by  the  alkalies.— 
Md. 

i,  Qmnins  and  Veratria  in  Typhoid  Fsffer. — Dr.  Vogt  has  collected 
ead  tabulated  a  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  treated  by  sulphate 
of  qninine  and  by  veratria.  Although  the  cases  treateil  by  the  latter 
alkaloid  were  few,  he  prefers  it  on  the  whole  to  quinine  as  a  rcmeilial 
agent.  He  regards  both  alkaloids  useful  in  typhoid  fever,  but  in  dif- 
fcrsnt  stages  and  conditions  of  the  disease.  The  action  of  veratria  is 
more  direct,  causes  no  excitement,  and  proceeds  especially  from  the 
epinal  oord ;.  that  of  quinine  proceeds  principally  from  the  brain  and 
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can  not  be  manifested  in  a  short  time  without  previons  excitement 
Hence  veratria  is  to  be  preferred  in  all  febrile  diseases  which  show  a 
rapid  and  impetnous  progress.     In  typhoid  fever  it  should  be  emploj- 
ed  at  the   commencement,  more  particularly  when  the  fever  is  verj 
acute  and  the  congestion  in  the  head  very  active.     In  cases  which  are 
more  slow  in  their  progress,  with  a  less  intense  febrile  reaction,  with 
hypersemia  more  dependent  on  venous   stagnation,  and  in  the  latter 
periods  of  the  disease,  when  anaemia  or  adynamia  predominates,  qui- 
nine is  preferable.     In  some  cases,  both  remedies  may  be  employed, 
the  veratna  first  and  the  quinine  afterwards.     The  antipyretic  power 
of   veratria  is  greater  than  that   of  quinine,  for  w^re  the  latter  has 
failed,  the  former  often  succeeds  in  a  very  extraordinary  d^^ree.    In 
order  to  obtain  the  antipyretic  effects  of  quinine,  it  must  be  administer* 
ed  till  it  produces  the  peculiar  noises  in  the  head.     The  vomiting  pro- 
duced by   veratria  is  more  frequently  beneficial  than  injurious.    The 
last-named  alkaloid  possesses,  in  typhoid  fever,  a  power  far  superior 
to  that  of  quinine  in  i-elieviug  the  head,  especially  in  the  first  stage  of 
the  disease,  except  where  the  affection   of  the   head   depends  upon 
venous  congestion.     Quinine  is  preferable   in  marsh-fevers  with  a 
moderately  rapid  progress  and  in  the  other  febrile  diseases  which  have 
reached  an  advanced  period,  especially  when  anaemia  and  adynamit 
have  already  commenced,  and  where  it  is  not  essential  to  interrupt  the 
febrile  action  in  a  short  period. — £uU.  Oen.  de.  Therap,;  Amer.  Drug- 
aut*9  Circ, 


SURGICAL. 

6.  Traumatic  Tetanus. — ^Mr.  J.  Hutchinson  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Jackson 
give  a  tabular  statement  of  twenty-two  cases  of  recovery  from  traa- 
matic  tetanus,  adding  the  following  remarks  on  the  management  of 
the  disease.  The  chief  objects  in  view  are  :  To  mitigate  the  force  of 
the  local  irritation  to  which  the  disease  is  due  ;  to  sustain  the  patient's 
strength  by  food,  and  lastly,  by  procuring  sleep,  to  allow  the  nervons 
system  the  opportunity  of  regaining  its  wasted  powers.  If  the  case 
be  seen  in  the  very  onset,  and  if  the  injured  part  be  a  finger  or  toe,  it 
is  desirable  at  once  to  amputate,  whatever  may  be  the  local  condition. 
If  the  injury  has  been  severe,  and  the  parts  have  passed  into  a  state 
in  which  recovery  is  doubtful,  amputation  should  be  performed  at 
any  stage  of  the  disease.  The  injured  part  should  be  poulticed,  and 
the  limb  above  it  wrapped  in  lint  which  has  been  soaked  in  laudanum 
or  chloroform.  The  patient  should  be  in  a  room  with  but  one  attend- 
ant, and  the  strictest  quietude  should  be  insisted  on.  If  the  patient 
has  been  accustomed  to  it,  he  should  be  allowed  to  smoke.  Tlie 
bowels  ought  to  be  well  cleared  out  by  croton  oil  or  some  other  efiS- 
cient  purgative.  If  the  skin  be  very  hot,  the  pulse  jerking,  and  the 
tongue  red  and  diyish,  small  doses  of  calomel  may  be  combined  with 
the  narcotic  selected.  A  free  allowance  of  beef-tea,  milk,  eggs  and 
similar  aiticles  of  concentrated  fluid  nutriment  should  be  given,  more 
especially  in  the  later  stages  of  the  complaint.  As  long  as  the  patient 
is  able  to  take  food  and  to  obtain  periods  of  comparative  quiet  and 
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freedom  from  pain,  the  use  of  antesthetic  inhalations  is  not  desirable. 
Great  advantages  may,  however,  be  obtained  from  them,  if  he  be  un- 
able to  open  the  jaw  sufficiently  to  permit  of  taking  food,  or  if  the 
tetanic  spasms  are  without  remission.  Ether  appears  to  be  preferable 
to  chloroform.  One  or  other  narcotic— opium,  Indian  hemp,  bella- 
donna, woorara — should  be  freely  used.  There  is  no  very  decisive 
eTsdenoe  as  to  the  advantage  of  any  one  of  these  over  the  others.  Ex- 
ceptinff  possibly  in  the  per-acnte  cases,  the  free  use  of  quinine  appears 
to  be  desirable.  If  given  in  large  doses,  it  generally  reduces  the  fre- 
quency of  the  pulse,  and  in  some  cases  a  mitigation  of  the  tendency 
to  spasm  has  attended  its  influence.  The  rapid  induction  of  cincho- 
nism  is  a  measure  well  worthy  of  a  fair  trial. — Med.  Timei  and  Oat. 

7.  Treaiment  of  TraumaUe  Tetaniu, — In  the  case  of  a  man,  aged 
twenty-four,  where  severe  tetanic  paroxysms  followed  three  weeks 
after  a  gun-shot  wound  in  the  hand,  tbe  late  Dr.  St.  O.  Williams 
(  ModroM  Medical  Journal)  gave  at  first  tincture  of  hyoscyamus  with 
opium  and  camphorated  mixture,  a  liniment  of  ammonia  and  laud- 
anum along  the  spine,  and  an  occasional  purgative  draught.  Tincture 
of  Indian  hemp  was  soon  substituted  tor  hyoscyamus  ;  leeches  to  the 
wound  ;  calomel  and  morphia  occasionally.  On  the  fourth  day  the 
skin  appeared  of  a  darkish  tint,  lips  bluish,  respiration  frequently 
entirely  checked  during  the  paroxysm,  the  heart's  action  scarcely  per- 
ceptibly, spasms  hardly  ever  absent.  Prescription  :  chloroform  two 
drachms,  extract  of  belladonna  six  grains.  Thirty  minims  every  hour 
in  a  small  spoonful  of  water.  In  two  hours  the  paroxysms  were 
shorter  and  less  frequent,  when  the  last  mixture  was  omitted  and  the 
cure  completed  under  the  ordinary  treatment. 

To  a  boy  aged  ten  years,  attacked  by  tetanus  on  the  eighth  day  af- 
ter an  injury  to  a  finger.  Dr.  G.  Smith,  of  Hyderabad,  administered  a 
castor  oil  and  turpentine  enema,  ordered  a  liniment  of  opium  liniment 
one  ounce,  extract  of  belladonna  half  a  drachm,  tinctora  of  aconite 
twenty  minims,  olive-oil  two  ounces  ;  and  gave  then  two  drops  every 
hour  of  Fleming's  tincture  of  aconite,  continuing  this  in  doses  vary- 
ing with  the  severity  of  the  disease.  During  seventeen  days  of  treat- 
ment, a  little  over  an  ounce  of  the  tincture  was  used,  with  an  occa- 
sional purgation  and  other  auxiliary  measure.  After  the  eighth  day  the 
disease  began  to  give  way.  The  antipathic  action  of  the  aconite  and 
tetanus  was  very  plain. — Amer,  Med.  7Tme«. 

8.  Chnehoi  Wounds  produced  during  the  loading  of  Artillery. — Dr. 
Cortese  relates  (  Omodei  Anncdi  Univ.  di  Med.)  five  cases,  and  gives 
the  following  summary  of  his  observation.  No  other  blow  of  a  pro- 
jectile imparts  so  great  an  amount  of  commotion  to  the  entire  limb, 
and  the  surgeon  is  therefore  compelled  to  direct  his  attention  to  the 
whole  extremity,  whatever  amount  of  lesion  may  be  manifest  in  the 
hand.  A  neglect  in  this  regard  may  lead  to  gangrene  gaining  posses- 
sion of  a  large  portion  of  the  limb,  or  to  a  generalized  suppuration, 
while  a  diminished  power  of  reaction  in  the  injured  parts  may  give 
rise  to  purulent  infection,  or  render  amputation  useless.  When  the  hand 
is  severely  torn,  its  dissiticnlation  and  even  the  amputation  of  the 

IV.— 48. 
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foreftnn  u  msnfficient  to  secure  recoTeir,  becmse  the  tissues  are  mon 
or  less  destroyed  in  their  intimate  stmctme  in  conseqnenoe  of  concoB- 
sion.  In  snch  esses,  the  arm  should  be  amputated.  The  sooner  am- 
potation  is  performed,  the  greater  is  the  prohabilitj  of  m  frnvorabk  le- 
sult.  The  rapid  and  very  extensiye  tumefaction  of  the  limb  consti* 
tntes  a  snfficientlj  certain  criterion  of  the  sereritj  of  the  derai^emeBts 
which  are  propagated  along  its  whole  extent.  When  no  fractmes  an 
detected  in  the  duphysis  of  the  bone,  some  lesion  in  the  ulnar  articula- 
tion mnst  be  suspected.  When  the  lesion  does  not  seem  serera 
enough  to  call  at  onc^or  amputation,  we  must  be  prepared  for  second- 
ary occurrences  which  will  unfit  the  limb  for  its  functions.  Still, 
conservative  treatment  should  in  sudi  cases  be  attempted. — Brii.  ni 
For.  Med-Chir,  Review. 

9.  Chloride  cf  lAme  to  UleeraUd  Surfacet. — As  the  result  of  obser- 
Tations  in  a  wide  field  of  practice.  Dr.  Uervieuz  strongly  recommendi 
the  suppression  of  suppuration  in  serious  wounds  by  means  of  tke 
constant  application  of  sponge  which  has  been  dipped  in  a  solution  of 
chloride  of  lime,  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  to  six  or  ten  of  water, 
according  to  the  case.  The  sponge  should  be  remoistened  sev^ 
times  a  day.  The  surface  of  severe  wounds  is  thus  transformed  intoi 
fresh,  vermilion-colored  one,  exempt  from  fungosities  and  from  all 
traces  of  suppuration,  the  cicatrical  process  is  more  regular,  solid  and 
satisfactory*  all  fstidity  avoided.  With  the  exception  of  cases  where 
ulcers  are  kept  up  by  aiSections  of  bone,  the  application  gives  rise  to 
no  erythema  or  other  irritation  of  the  surrounding  surfaces.  Hits 
procedure  will  be  found  of  pre-eminent  utility  in  phagadenic  gangrene, 
eschars  following  bad  fever,  eczematous  or  scrofulous  ulcers  uncon- 
nected with  diseased  bone,  hospital  gangrene,  laceration  of  the 
perineum,  and  in  general,  in  all  suppurating  wounds  of  a  bad  charac- 
ter.— Amer,  Med.  Monthly ^  from  L*  Union  Med. 

10.  Treatment  of  Lateral  Deviation  of  the  Spine. — Dr.  Dubrenil,  tt 
orthopaedic  surgeon  of  Marseilles,  demonstrates  in  a  memoir  just  pob- 
lished,  that  all  lateral  deviations  of  the  spine  are  attended  with  tornoi 
of  the  vertebral  column  on  its  axis,  precisely  similar  to  the  deflexioD 
which  may  be  artificially  produced  in  a  thin  piece  of  whalebone,  or  t 
flexible  green  twig,  bent  in  the  shape  of  an  8.  If  one  of  the  extrem- 
ities be  forcibly  twisted  in  one  direction,  the  other  will  immediatdj 
become  distorted  in  a  contrary  manner,  and  the  intensity  of  the  .tor- 
sions is  in  exact  proportion  to  that  of  the  curvatures.  These  torsions 
Dr.  Dnbreuil  proposes  to  untwist.  He  says  :  Let  us  suppose  a  com- 
mon spinal  deformity,  in  which  the  curvatures  exist  above  on  the 
right  and  below  on  the  left  side.  I  sit  down  and  place  the  child, 
standing,  with  his  back  to  me ;  I  then  cause  him  to  stiffen  his  neck 
and  left  shoulder.  While  affording  support  with  one  hand  to  the 
child's  right  arm,  and  applying  the  other  on  the  left  hip,  I  prescribe 
a  movement  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  tending  to  carry  ii  to  the 
lefb  side  and  slightly  backward,  preventing  at  the  same  time  all 
attempt  to  lower  the  shoulder  or  bend  the  trunk  on  the  right  h^ 
This  movement,  when  properly  performed,  must  cause  rotation  of  the 


1861.J  Edkoridl  Ah9irad8  and  SeUctiam.  763 

dorsal  vertebrte  to  the  left,  and  consequently  a  corresponding  motion 
of  equal  extent  of  the  lumbar  vertebrte.  During  the  movement,  the 
thumb  of  my  left  hand,  lying  over  the  first  lumbar  vertebrae,  informs 
me  of  the  degree  of  torsion  of  the  spine,  and  whether  the  muscular 
action  has  been  properly  accomplished.  These  exercises  are  continued 
twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes,  with  an  interval  of  hve  or  six  minutes 
rest,  and  need,  in  general,  not  be  repeated  oftener  than  h\e  times  a 
week.  Fatigue  is  to  be  avoided  The  children,  in  the  day-time,  are 
under  no  restraint  whatever,  and  sleep  at  night  in  bed  perfectly  free 
from  bandages,  or  any  other  mechanical  appliances.  The  result  of 
thirty-three  cases  thus  treated,  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 
Curvature  in  the  first  d^^ree  (of  Bouvier)  is  always  curable  in  a  space 
of  time  varying  from  two  to  six  months,  without  any  fear  of  relapse. 
The  second  degree  of  the  disease  can  be  cured  in  six  or  twelve  months, 
provided  the  vertebrae  are  not  altered  in  shape ;  in  which  case  very 
sligbt  curvatures  will  remain.  As  to  the  third  degree,  an  amelioration 
almost  equivalent  to  a  complete  cnre  may  result  from  a  treatment  of 
twelve  or  eighteen  months,  in  tbild  cases ;  in  very  severe  ones,  consid- 
erable improvement  may  be  expected,  which  will  much  contribute  to 
the  restoration  of  health,  and  at  least,  check  the  further  progress  of 
the  disease. — Champumnihre*$  Joum,;  Berkshire  Med.  Jaum, 

11.  T^'eatment  cf  Spinal  Curvature, — Holmes  Coote,  in  one  of  his 
lectures,  makes  the  following  remarks  :  There  is  but  one  way  of  cor- 
recting spinal  curvature,  namely,  by  mechanical  support  and  direct 
pressure.  Tha\  pressure  must  be  unremitting,  commenced  early,  and 
maintained  at  the  proper  standard  for  many  months,  perhaps  for  years. 
The  inconveniences  attendant  on  such  treatment  are  considerable,  but 
we  have  nothing  to  put  in  its  place.  Localized  movements  may  pull 
and  even  stretch  contracted  ligaments,  bnt  they  can  not  guard  against 
their  recontraction.  But  in  nearly  every  case  there  is  a  stage  in  which  a 
moderate  amount  of  support  will  effect  all  that  is  necessary.  When 
the  spine  first  begins  to  yield,  the  curve  being  periodical,  as  it  were, 
and  coming  on  only  in  certain  postures  of  the  body,  or  after  fatigue, 
the  greatest  benefit  may  be  obtained  by  wearing  stays  with  lateral  sup- 
ports. These  side-crutches,  introdnced  so  as  to  present  no  nnsightii- 
ness  nor  demand  alteration  in  the  dress,  serve  to  maintain  the  spine  in 
the  upright  position.  The  so-called  French  stays  ^x  in  front,  but  can  be 
tightened  to  any  degree  by  strings  which  pass  from  behind  forwards 
and  then  around  the.  waist.  The  patient  should  rest  upon  the  sofa, 
whenever  the  back  begins  to  ache.  With  this  mechanical  treatment  may 
be  combined  the  use  of  tonics,  proper  out-door  exercise,  and  any  well 
regulated  amount  of  calisthenics.  The  more  decided  curvatures,  how- 
ever, are  to  be  treated  only  by  powerful  apparatus.  The  necessary 
instrument  is  weighty  and  strong  ;  if  it  were  not  so,  it  could  exert  no 
active  influence  on  the  spine,  which  would  press  the  instrument  itself 
back,  instead  of  yielding  before  it.  The  pressure  is  exerted  by  pads 
attached  to  steel  rods  moved  with  cog-wheels.  The  object  in  view  is 
to  raise  the  depressed  shoulder,  to  push  as  far  as  possible  into  place, 
by  gentle  yet  nnremitting  force,  the  displaced  bones,  by  acting  on  them 


1861.J  Bdiiarial  AhUrads  and  SeUcHam.  763 

dorsal  yertebrte  to  the  left,  and  consequently  a  coiTesponding  motion 
of  equal  extent  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae.  During  the  movement,  the 
thumb  of  my  left  hand,  lying  over  the  first  lumbar  vertebrae,  informs 
me  of  the  degree  of  torsion  of  the  spine,  and  whether  the  muscular 
action  has  been  properly  accomplished.  These  exercises  are  continued 
twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes,  with  an  interval  of  hve  or  six  minutes 
rest,  and  need,  in  general,  not  be  repeated  oftener  than  five  times  a 
week.  Fatigue  is  to  be  avoided  The  children,  in  the  day-time,  are 
under  no  restraint  whatever,  and  sleep  at  night  in  bed  perfectly  free 
from  bandages,  or  any  other  mechanical  appliances.  The  result  of 
thirty-three  cases  thus  treated,  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 
Curvature  in  the  first  d^ree  (of  Bouvier)  is  always  curable  in  a  space 
of  time  varying  from  two  to  six  months,  without  any  fear  of  relapse. 
The  second  degree  of  the  disease  can  be  cured  in  six  or  twelve  months, 
provided  the  vertebrae  are  not  altered  in  shape ;  in  which  case  very 
sligbt  curvatures  will  remain.  As  to  the  third  degree,  an  amelioration 
almost  equivalent  to  a  complete  cure  may  result  from  a  treatment  of 
twelve  or  eighteen  months,  in  tbild  cases  ;  in  very  severe  ones,  consid- 
erable improvement  may  be  expected,  which  will  much  contribute  to 
the  restoration  of  health,  and  at  least,  check  the  further  progress  of 
the  disease. — Champumniire* $  Joum,;  Berk$h%re  Med,  Joum, 

11.  Treatment  of  Spinal  Curvature. — Holmes  Coote,  in  one  of  his 
lectures,  makes  the  following  remarks  :  There  is  but  one  way  of  cor- 
recting spinal  curvature,  namely,  by  mechanical  support  and  direct 
pressure.  Tha\  pressure  must  be  unremitting,  commenced  early,  and 
maintained  at  the  proper  standard  for  many  months,  perhaps  for  years. 
The  inconveniences  attendant  on  such  treatment  are  considerable,  but 
we  have  nothing  to  ]^ut  in  its  place.  Localized  movements  may  pull 
and  even  stretch  contracted  ligaments,  but  they  can  not  guard  against 
their  recontraction.  But  in  nearly  every  case  there  is  a  stage  in  which  a 
moderate  amount  of  support  will  effect  all  that  is  necessary.  When 
the  spine  first  begins  to  yield,  the  curve  being  periodical,  as  it  were» 
and  coming  on  only  in  certain  postures  of  the  body,  or  after  fatigue^ 
the  greatest  benefit  may  be  obtained  by  wearing  stays  with  lateral  sup- 
ports. These  side-crutches,  introduced  so  as  to  present  no  nnsightli- 
ness  nor  demand  alteration  in  the  dress,  serve  to  maintain  the  spine  in 
the  upright  position.  The  so-called  French  stays  fix  in  front,  but  can  be 
tightened  to  any  degree  by  strings  which  pass  from  behind  forwards 
and  then  around  the.  waist.  The  patient  should  rest  upon  the  sofa, 
whenever  the  back  begins  to  ache.  With  this  mechanical  treatment  may 
be  combined  the  use  of  tonics,  proper  out-door  exercise,  and  any  well 
regulated  amount  of  calisthenics.  The  more  decided  curvatures,  how- 
ever, are  to  be  treated  only  by  powerful  apparatus.  The  necessary 
instrument  is  weighty  and  strong  ;  if  it  were  not  so,  it  could  exert  no 
active  infiuence  on  the  spine,  which  would  press  the  instrument  itself 
back,  instead  of  yielding  before  it.  The  pressure  is  exerted  by  pads 
attached  to  steel  rods  moved  with  cog-wheels.  The  object  in  view  is 
to  raise  the  depressed  shoulder,  to  push  as  far  as  possible  into  place^ 
by  gentle  yet  unremitting  force,  the  displaced  bones,  by  acting  on  them 
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through  the  ribs,  and  to  maintain  them  in  their  nght  position  until  the 
tendency  to  cnrvature  has  passed  away.  During  all  this  time  the  pa* 
tient  may  take  the  usual  exercise,  and  follow  her  accustomed  avoca- 
tions. The  attendance  of  a  surgeon,  in  a  confirmed  case,  must  be 
very  frequent,  and  extend  over  twelve  months  at  least.  The  apparatus 
may  be  worn  by  infants  as  well  as  adults,  but  its  management  must 
never  be  left  to  the  friends  of  the  patient. — London  Lancet, 

12.  Preservation  of  the  Teeth: — In  a  paper  read  before  the  New  York 
Dental  Association,  Dr.  Franklin  cited  some  highly  interesting  obser- 
vations  on  saliva,  made  by   Dr.    Samuel  Wright,  of  Edinbnigb. 
Saliva  is  always  denser  after  a  meal  than  before  it,  in  the  evening  than 
early  in  the  day.     It  is  commonly  thickened  by  an  abundant  use  of 
animal  diet,  by  fatty  food,  and  by  oily  fish.  -  All  alcoholic  stimulants 
have  a  tendency  to  thicken  the  saliva,  and  in  large  quantities  they  not 
only  alter  its  consistency,  but  matenally  diminish  its  activity.     Alka- 
linity is  essential  to  the  proper  performance  of  the  physiological  func- 
tion of  the  saliva.     The  quantity  of  alkalies  varies  considerably,  but 
if  it  exceeds  one  per  cent,  it  indicates  disease.     The  alkalies  are  in- 
creased  in  quantity   during  digestion,  diminished  in  fasting,  which 
sometimes  renders  the  saliva  acid.     When,  from  any  cause,  the  re- 
action is  acid,  spirits  or  pepper  should  be  taken  into  the  month,  under 
the  stimulus  of  which,  in  a  healthy  person,  the  quantity  of  alkali  is 
always  very  much  increased.     This  is  always  the  case  when  the  dis- 
charge is  copious,  for  instance  from  chewing  tobacco  or  during  meals ; 
smoking   tobacco  diminishes  the  quantity   of  alkali.'    Dr.    Wright 
enumerates  the  following  salivary  diseases  :  deficient,  redundant,  fatty, 
sweet,  albuminous,  bilious,  alkaline,  fixed  and  ammoniacal,  calcareous, 
saline,  puriform,  fetid,  acrid,  colored,  frothy,  urinary,  gelatinous  and 
milky  saliva.     In  each  of  these  conditions  the  saliva  is  more  or  less 
deficient  in  its  normal  elements,  and  in  some  of  them  highly  destruc- 
tive to  the  teeth,  the  most  so  when  acid.    Piggot  says  :  The  acids  with 
which  saliva  is  at  present  known  to  be  contaminated,  are  the  acetic, 
lactic,  hydrochloric,  oxalic  and  uric.     Acid  saliva  may  have  a  sour 
or  an  exaggerated  salivary  odor,  both  of  which  are  increased  by  heat. 
It  reddens  litmus  paper  with  greater  or  less  intensity."     Dr.  Franklin 
adds,  that  a  superior  test-paper  may  be  prepared  by  bruising  dahliai 
and  extracting  the  coloring  matter  with  alcohol,  wetting  paper  with 
the  infusion  and  drying  it.     This  paper  turns  green  by  the  action  of 
alkalies,  remains  blue  in  neutral  solutions,  and  becomes  red  in  acid. 

The  saliva  is  impregnated  with  lactic  acid  chiefly  in  gout,  rheuma- 
tism, ague  and  fever,  diabetes  ;  with  acetic  acid  in  scrofula,  scorbutus, 
small -pox,  protracted  indigestion ;  with  muriatic  acid  in  simple  gas- 
tric derangement,  and  from  immoderate  use  of  animal  food  ;  with 
uric  acid  m  gouty  affections.  The  presence  of  oxalic  acid  depends 
most  likely  upon  depraved  digestion  or  imperfect  assimilation.  Acid- 
ity of  the  saliva  is  also  apt  to  occur  in  various  other  disorders,  as  io 
typhoid  and  inflammatory  fevers,  measles,  consumption,  protracted 
venereal  diseases,  rickets,  catarrh,  mumps,  quinsy,  cancer  of  any  pari 
of  the  digestive  apparatus,  worms,  and  tedious  dentition  of  weakly 
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or  scrofulous  children.  As  an  internal  remedy  for  the  correction  of  acid 
saliva,  the  carbonate  of  soda  is  preferable ;  merely  taken  into  the 
mouth,  all  alkaline  salts  neutralize  for  a  time  the  acidity  of  the  secre- 
tions. Fnction  of  the  gums  with  simply  brush  and  water  produces 
for  a  time  a  strong  alkaline  reaction. — New  York  Dental  Journal, 
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13.  Diuretic  Action  of  Colchicum, — Experiments  with  the  officinal 
tincture,  upon  himself  as  well  as  others,  have  satisfied  Prof.  W.  A. 
Hammond,  of  Maryland,  that  colchicnm  is  a  true  depurator  of  the 
blood,  increasing  not  only  the  quantity  of  urine,  but  also  the  amount 
of  solid  matter  eliminated.  This  increase  seems  mainly  due  to  an 
augmentation  of  the  organic  matter.  The  amount  of  uric  acid  does 
not  appear  to  be  afiected  by  colchicum. — Amer,  Med,  Monthly, 

14.  Metomorphia, — Dr.  Tronm Qller  employed  Wittstein's  metamor- 
phia  as  a  soporific  in  seven  cases,  in  doses  of  half  a  grain  ;  the  re- 
suit  was  in  ^re  cases  complete,  in  two  partial.  The  muriate  was  em- 
ployed in  four  cases  at  half  a  grain  and  in  one  case  at  a  grain.  The 
result  was  in  three  cases  complete,  in  one  partial,  and  in  one  unsatis- 
factory.— Amer,  Joum,  qf  Pkarm,,  from  Wititt.  Viertdjahreechr, 

15.  Kerosolene, — ^In  a  letter  to  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Im- 
provement, Mr.  Joshua  Merrill,  Superintendent  of  oil-works  at  Sonth- 
Boston,  gives  the  following  statements  in  reference  to  this  new  clai- 
mant of  anesthetic  power.  It  is  the  most  volatile  of  the  hydrocar- 
bonated  liquids  derived  from  the  decomposition  of  coal  at  low  tem- 
peratures, and  appears  to  be  the  lightest,  specifically,  of  all  known 
liquids,  its  specific  gravity  being  0.615-0.630.  It  seems  to  be  chem- 
ically a  pure  liquid  hydro-carbon,  but  has  never  been  analysed. 
Workmen  who  inhaled  it,  rapidly  recover  when  brought  to  the  open 
air  ;  in  from  ten  to  fifteen  minntes  being  able  to  resume  their  employ- 
ment. One  dollar  per  gallon  will  furnish  it  in  quantities. — Boeton 
Med.  and  Surp,  Joum. 

In  three  experiments  made  on  full-grown  rabbits  by  Dr.  F.  W. 
Reilly,  no  anaesthesia  followed,  but  violent  shivering,  convulsions, 
and  death  from  asphyxia  in  two  instances. — Chicago  Med,  Exam, 

16.  Keroeolene. — Before  the  Middlesex  East  District  (Mass.,)  Medi- 
cal Society,  Dr.  S.  A.  Toothaker,  of  Wilmington,  stated  he  had 
administered  the  article  once  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  It 
acted  quickly  ;  there  was  no  suffocative  difficulty,  no  nausea  and  no 
convulsions.  The  operation  was  for  the  extraction  of  a  tooth,  in  a 
young  man.  Upon  inhalation,  he  began  to  laugh  and  opened  his 
mouth  so  as  to  afford  an  excellent  opportunity  to  apply  the  forceps. 
The  tooth  came  very  hard.  The  man  made  some  noise,  and  in  a  min- 
nte  or  two  recovered  his  sensibilities.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  ex- 
traction, except  by  the  blood  in  his  mouth,  and  expressed  himself  as 
having  had  a  pleasant  dream.  Quantity  administered,  one  and  a  half 
fluid  ounce  ;   whole  time  occupied,  five  or  six  minntet.    Dr.  H.  O. 
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Wakefield  gave  the  anaesthetic  twice  to  one  patient  with  sncoesa.  H« 
came  under  its  influence  very  readily,  was  inclined  to  langfa,  bat  wonM 
not  hold  stilly  On  the  second  occasion,  full  insensibility  was  not  ob* 
tained.  Two  injured  fingers  were  opened  to  the  bone.  He  seemed 
just  to  feel  it.  On  coming  to  himself,  he  said  he  did  not  snfier  any* 
thing.  No  unpleasant  efiect  whatever.  Quantity  employed  in  bodi 
trials,  three  fluid  ounces.  Dr.  B.  L.  Hodgdon,  of  West-Cambridge, 
employed  the  kerosolene  in  a  case  of  fracture  of  the  radius.  The  p§* 
tient  went  quickly  off  to  sleep,  without  change  in  his  pulse,  and  re- 
covered sensibility  sooner  than  with  ether.  Quantity  administered, 
two  fluid  ounces.  He  also  gave  it  to  a  woman  for  the  extraction  of 
four  teeth,  with  success,  and  expressed  the  highest  satisfaction  with 
the  results  of  his  trials.  Dr.  A.  Chapin  had  taken  the  kerosolene 
himself,  with  the  effect  of  sudden  anaesthesia.  A  lap-dog  exposed  to 
the  evaporating  article,  came  under  its  influeuQ^  kindly,  easily  and 
quickly.  In  a  frog,  to  which  Dr.  E.  Cutter  had  given  kerosolene  suc- 
cessfully, it  produced  a  stasis  of  the  blood  in  the  capillaries  of  the 
web  of  the  foot,  perhaps  no  more  than  has  occurred  with  other 
anaesthetics. — Boston  Med,  and  Surg,  Joum, 

17.  Kerosolene, — Dr.  G.  P.  Cady,  of  Nichols,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.,took 
it  to  the  point  of  entire  insensibility  to  external  impressions  and  gave 
it  to  several  others.  A  sort  of  numbness  is  at  first  felt  and  anaesthe- 
sia to  pricks  and  pinches  occura  long  before  the  person  is  insensible. 
Instead  of  sleep,  as  resulting  from  chloroform,  there  is  a  kind  of  trance 
in  which  the  mind  is  still  active.  No  bad  effects  whatever  followed. 
It  does  not  seem  to  produce  any  exhilaration,  but  acts  purely  as  t 
sedative.  The  pulse  in  one  or  two  instances  was  somewhat  accelerat- 
ed. It  was  given  twice  to  a  cat.  The  first  time  she  soon  became  en- 
tirely insensible  and  remained  so  for  some  time,  lying  quiet  and 
breathing  natural.  The  second  time,  while  in  a  state  of  perfxt 
anaesthesia,  she  suddenly  straightened  out  in  a  kind  of  convulsion, 
and  giving  three  terrible  groans,  died. — Amer.  Med.  Times, 

18.  Kerosolene, — ^Mr.  E.  Parrish  examined  two  bottles  of  the  liquid, 
and  found  it  tasteless,  colorless,  though  highly  refractive,  inflammt- 
ble,  burning  with  a  bright,  smoky  flame.  It  is  very  mobile  and  voU- 
tile.  Its  odor  is  very  faint,  reminding  of  chloroform,  at  first,  though 
less  agreeable  as  it  evaporates,  leaving  not  the  slightest  odor  when  it 
dries.  Its  specific  gravity  varied  somewhat  between  .6346  and  .6420. 
From  this,  and  other  circumstances,  it  was  supposed  that  the  liquid 
has  not  a  uniform  composition,  but  is  a  mixture  of  different  carbo- 
hydrogens  of  varying  density  and  volatility.  Experiments  have 
proved  this  to  be  a  fact.  The  largest  proportion  of  kerosolene  is  evi- 
dently composed  of  those  very  light  carbohydrogens  not  present  in 
coal  tar,  and  not  produced  at  the  high  temperatures  employed  in  the 
production  of  illuminating  gas.  A  chemical  analysis  presents  manj 
difficulties.  Benzine  or  benzole  is  a  constituent  of  this  new  liquid, 
anyline  not ;  probably  it  contains  traces  of  toluine  and  cumene.  ITk 
solvent  properties  of  the  substance  are  of  primary  importance.  It  dis- 
solves fixed  oils  in  all  proportions,  common  resin,  wax,  and  coco*- 
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batter  freely,  mastic  and  caoutchouc  slightly,  iodine  sparingly.  It 
mixes  freely  with  alcohols,  oil  of  turpentine,  ether  and  chloroform, 
bat  not  with  water.  In  view  of  its  use  in  medicine,  the  great  uncer- 
tainty of  its  composition  must  interfere  with  its  general  adoption.  Dr. 
Th.  G.  Morton  gave  it,  in  four  or  five  instances,  to  full-grown  cats  :  it 
did  not  appear  to  completely  destroy  sensibility,  though  it  seemed  to 
deaden  pain.  Generally,  if  the  sponge  was  applied  about  fifteen  min- 
utes to  the  animals,  convulsions  and  violent  twitchings  resulted. — 
Amer.  Joum.  qfPharm, 


OBSTETRICAL. 

19.  The  Spring  Forceps. — Dr.  L.  Elsberg  read  before  the  New 
York  Medico-Chirurgical  College  a  description  of  an  improved  obstetri- 
cal forceps,  designed  by  Dr.  Kristeller  of  Berlin,  with  a  view  to  mea- 
sure the  degree  of  traction  employed.  The  handle  of  each  blade  con- 
sists of  a  movable  and  a  fixed  part.  The  latter  is  a  strong  steel  plate 
which  forms  the  continuation  of  the  cochlea.  The  movable  part  is  a 
half-cylinder  of  brass,  the  plain  surface  of  which  is  applied  to  the 
outer  side  of  the  steel -plate  in  such  a  way  that  the  half-cylinder  can 
freely  glide  up  and  down  the  plate,  but  cau  move  in  no  other  direction. 
Above,  the  half-cylinder  is  closed  by  a  notched  projection,  intended  to 
give  support  to  the  fingers  of  the  operator ;  below,  the  cylinder  ter- 
minates in  the  ordinary  knob.  Within  the  half-cylinder  lies  * 
strong  spiral  steel  spring,  riveted  above  to  the  notched  prominences, 
over  which  the  fingers  are  to  be  hooked  during  traction,  and  below  to 
a  bracket  which  is  fixed  immovably  to  the  steel  plate.  When  the 
operator  makes  traction,  his  right  hand  upon  the  prominences,  and  the 
left  upon  the  shafts  of  the  handles,  the  movable  half-cylinders  are 
drawn  down,  and  the  spiral  springs  are  compressed,  until  their  elasti- 
city and  the  force  employed  neutralize  each  other.  A  graduated  scale, 
attached  to  the  lower  portion  of  the  handle,  indicates  the  amount  of 
sach  compression,  or,  in  pounds,  the  force  exerted.  A  traction,  for 
instance,  which^compresses  the  springs  of  this  forceps  sixteen  mil- 
limetres, implies  a  pulling  power  of  thirty  kilogrammes,  or  about 
eighty  pounds.  On  the  left  blade  there  is  a  second  scale,  to  which  a 
brass  plate  with  a  projecting  point  is  adapted  in  the  manner  of  a 
nonius,  to  serve  as  the  index  for  the  maximal  force  of  the  traction. 
The  plate  glides  down  along  the  scale  just  as  the  half-cylinder  moves 
down  ;  but  when  the  traction  is  diminished  it  doe&  not  move  up  again, 
bat  remains  stationary  at  the  lowest  point,  thus  making  the  maximum 
power  exerted.  Whenever  the  circumstances  permit,  the  increase  and 
diminution  of  extractive  power  can  be  observed  on  the  scale  between 
the  separated  fingers,  or  below  the  hand,  daring  the  efibrt.  Where 
this  is  impossible,  the  other  scale  indicates,  aAer  one  or  more  tractions, 
what  has  been  the  greatest  force  exerted.  After  noting  the  maximum- 
power,  the  index  must  of  course  be  pushed  back  to  the  zero  point.  It 
suffices  to  attach  a  scale  on  one  blade  only,  as  both  sides  must  indicate 
the  same  power.  Each  branch  of  the  forceps  is  provided  with  a  stop, 
a  little  bolt,  that  can  be  pushed  by  means  of  a  knob  through  both  the 
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movable  and  fixed  parts,  firmly  uniting  them  and  tbns  conTerting  the 
instrument  into  an  ordinary  obstetric  forceps.  Dr.  Elsberg  mainUinip 
that  the  scale  of  the  spring-forceps  is  a  measure  not  only  of  the  pow«r 
exerted  in  the  operation,  but  also  of  the  amount  of  mechanicml  hiadi- 
ranee  to  delivery.  Careful  observation,  when  using  the  spring  forcMH^ 
may  soon  lead  to  the  deteimination  of  dynamometric  nnmben,  whiok 
will  have  a  similar  value  for  diagnostic  and  prognostic  purposfs,  «• 
certain  numbers  of  pelvic  measurement. — Amer.  Med,  Jftmikfy. 


9  mt 


(Otritttsl  ^ttotA. 

At  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio,  Dr.  Cuester  W.  Rice,  aged  fifty-eight  yean,  of 
enlargement  of  the  heart.  He  had  practised  his  profession  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  leaves  behind  the  reputation  of  a  good  physician. 


Fbjlu  Dr.  Heidexreich,  ne6  von  Sicbold,  died  recently,  at  Dannatadt. 
was  born  in  1792,  studied  the  science  of  Midwifery  at  the  univenitiee  of  Gei- 
tingen  and  Giessen,  and  took  her  doctor's  degree  in  1817,  not  konorii  mkm^  by 
favor  of  the  faculty,  but  like  any  other  German  student,  by  writing  llie 
tomary  Latin  dissertation,  as  well  as  defending,  in  public  dispatation,  a  m 
ber  of  medical  theses.  She  took  up  her  permanent  abode  at  Darmstadt,  wlitrt 
she  was  universally  honored  as  one  of  the  first  living  anthoritiea  in  her  special 
branch  of  science. 

On  October  8th,  £li  Ives,  MJ).,  of  New  Haven,  aged  eighty-four,  Emeritn 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  Yale  College. 

In  Dublin,  on  the  25th  of  September,  the  distingnished  sargeon,  Mr.  Ccaics. 
He  was  Surgeon  to  Steven's  and  Swift's  Hospitals ;  Regius  Prof,  of  Surgery  in 
Trinity  College,  and  Surgeon  in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen. 

October  15th,  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Dr.  Johii  Millbr,  in  the  aizty-ninth  yesr 

of  his  age. 

September  18th,  in  London,  John  Quekett,  Prof,  of  Histology  in  the  Rojil 

College  of  Surgeons  of  England. 

At  the  hospital  Val-de-Grace,  Paris,  October  20th,  aged  forty-eix,  Gaspab»- 
Leonard  Scrire,  the  distinguished  Military  Surgeon.  Entering  as  a  stndcal 
at  Lille,  in  1833,  he  was  gradually  promoted  until  he  was  made  Sargcon-i^ 
Chief  of  the  French  army  in  the  Crimea.  As  a  reward  for  his  great  ability 
and  skill  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  he  was  made  Inspeetor  of  the  Aiwtff 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  Ho  was  regarded  as  the  type  of  a  military 
He  was  the  author  of  a  work  on  Wounds,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
of  war.    He  was  a  member  of  several  learned  societies. 
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8.  8.  *  W.  WOOD.  388  BROADWAY.  ISTEW  YORK. 

"  We  tkall  hiTt  greaUr  miriadged,  if  thii  Book  do  not  proYO  an  emlnenl 
•ueeeM.  It  bean  internal  eridenoe  of  great  labor,  and  its  tone  it  calenlated 
to  inspire  tbe  obstetric  ftodent  witli  entlmsiaam  in  Ida  pweuita,  aa  well  aa  with 
a  ehlTalrouB  respect  for  Ike  sex  to  whose  anfMnga  ho  ia  to  nilniater.  Ilie  ar- 
vangement  <^  the  wotk  is  rigidly  systematic,  aiid  therefore  well  suited  lor  tbe 
parooees  of  a  Text-Book.  That  it  will  not  onW  be  eztenaiTeljr  adopted  as 
sadi,  but  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  large  class  oi  Practitioners  who  no  kii^par 
regard  worka  of  Fimign  production  aa  neoessarijy  sm>erior  to  those  of  Ameri- 
can oriffin,  we  hare  erery  reaaon  to  beliore.  Dr.  Bedford*a  former  work^ott 
the  'Diseases  of  Women  and  Children/  which  rceeired  the  high  honor  of  a 
transhttioo  into  the  FVenok  language,  had  already  placed  him  among  the  moat 
anceessftil  authora  in  thia  department  of  medicine .^ ' —IVms  York  Jbmr,  Mod- 


'*  Dr.  Bedford  haa  explored  the  whole  of  hia  ground,  in  a  ttiorongh,  lumin- 
«ns,  and  systematic  manner.  Without  inatituting  any  critical  compariaon  oi 
this  with  other  able  worka  on  obatetric  science,  we  simply  express  the  opinioii 
that  it  is  inferkMT  to  no  other  in  exeellence.  while  aa  a  text-hook  we  aro  inclined 
to  think  it  has  a  general  snperiority  orer  all  others.  We  know  of  no  other 
work  that  abounda  with  griater  eridence  of  reaearch,  or  which  ia  more  exact. 
or  mora  philoeophical  in  the  department  to  wUch  it  is  limited.  We  oommsnd 
it  for  its  unsurpaased  ability  in  all  that  apperiaina  to  adcntific  and  practical  ob- 
stotrica.  It  is  a  nattonal  work,  and  should  therefore,  in  haTing  no  aopsrior 
competitor,  become  the  textbook  ia  the  medical  coUegeaof  the  United  Statea." 
— JlosfsM  Med.  and  Smrp.  JmtrwU, 

««The  one  cardinal  object  which  Dr.  Bedford  statea  he  has  had  constantly 
before  him— to  be  uaeAiI — haa  certainly  been  attained  in  Che  handanme  rohune 
before  us.  We  expreaa  the  eonrlotlon  that,  both  in  ita  matter  and  airange- 
ment.  it  will  be  tctt  aooeptable  to  the  geneml  praetltioner,  aa  well  aa  teadi- 
ers  of  obstetrics.  The  skilUbl  obatetrietaa  wiehia  a  ready  pen  on  erery  pace. 
It  is  a  complete  treatise  on  the  subject  which  it  disowaea,  and  ia  Tery  IbU  in 
auUters  which  are  but  lightly  dwell  upon  la  many  of  the  treatises  on  obstet- 
tries.  We  can  apeak  with  commendation  of  the  thorough  and  motemftd !»' 
reatigation  by  the  author  of  the  diflcult  pointa  in  obatetrics,  for  which  the  pmo- 
titioMr  wfll  feel  especially  giatefal.^'— PWfaA»>ls  NwA  AmtHtmrn  MoOm- 
Ofjrmr^itml  RevUm. 

"  It  is  a  complete  and  able  ezpoeilion  of  the  adenee  and  praetiee  of  obatel- 
rios,  and  it  destined  to  be  a  text-book  and  a  atandard  Tolume  in  American 
medical  Uterature.*'— ^as  ysrir  Jom^nmi  9f  HmWk. 
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Foolth  Street,  comer  of  Byeamore, 

CINCINNATI,  ^ 

Has  had  long  experience  In  treatlrg  Diieaaes  of  Ike  Eye.    AitlMftl  Byes 
laatrted,  nod  also  for  sai*  by  the  doam  or  hmidrad. 
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•Mr  /*oiir  IVar*  .^wb  tilf  liay  at  il(  rfral  pailicafiim.     \\\t  t,  ■tor«-li*Mi 

knowtcijge  Dtr  the  utiidcnt  nptf  praciidanor  of  me'lioliic  —  full  of  pn 
precvptx  and  bpd-BJde  Tntbraiitlon.  K^telf  hia  tny  nwdic-il  |i<ililic*ii« 
iricli  Eu<rli  ualvcrsiU  (<oi]imeiidii(ioQ  rrom  Uie  mcdicnl  imeu,  both  >'  ' 

"  Wc  hail  the  advent  of  such  a  warli.  !>)>■>'.' 
deppMt  interest,  si>d  jlluitnted  bf  jirini  h 
Nor  can  wa  refbiln  fi-om  eipri.'saiiiK  uur  suri  \ 
book  H  rcslwknblF  exempt  From  ihoaupcil^i 

thoioughftro  of  medicine.    The  mp-d  tnlc  ij_  l..  _ _,,: 

preredenled  in  the  hisiorj  of  medicnl  Hterniiir"  ■     ' 


~S.  Y.  Jouni.  of  Htd.  tmd  Ih 
OBlialtnl  Seine**. 

"  We  are  quite  nire  tlist  the  irork nilt  b*  ■  weloome additioB  injii  if  MJ^t 
liBrories  in  Great  BrKiin.aa  irellss  America." — Brit,  if  Fmr.  Mnl.4Mr.  tUt 

"  We  "tte  utnnll?  fMcinnled  jniu  reitding  Ihi*  cnlira  Tolnme,  tad  imit 
dona  M  raatl  ntivnUiel)- ;  nor  baTawe  ever  read  a  bunk  with  rnvB^taMB 
MKlproftt.  There  i* not ndiuuBooonvcted  >iih  inUnay  or  ibe  Tcnul**;* 
temwhlc^h  la  DM vblfdiamuicd  in  this  nesileat  Btirk.— Dublin  QuorlfrJf  Jwrm. 
of  JVmI.  Boiraee. 

"  The  irark  il  of  tlie  moat  pmctioil  chnriiutfp  i  eTCi7[Mng  it  ituds  m  tool 
tOKnrd  the  relief  and  trwtment  of  disciiM.  and   remarkabi*  ■kill   ia  ihawa  in 

Kl  ([ttitikW  nnWingatftnacGurstDdiscnosia.  To  get  iitoncu  l»ll»|ioiitf  ■ 
rading  ebiu«eiaH9tlc  of  the  aainor'a  toichin^s.  We  ooRliail]'  n 
1  *llpniatitiMicrjajidsuidt'nts  of  oicdinuu" — laoJoa  iMmut. 
■  ■■'It  it  ta  ht  vezrtltad  ihnl  we  hnve  lut  more  gmh  booka  in  timat  g^Mln  "— 
tanita  Mtdieai  Timet  snd  OoMrtte. 
'  "Tlie  BiyleDrtho  lulliair)*  varvKtuphiv.  Thebook  not  BDlir  norei  Dr 
-Bedford  ID  be  a  lomid  ;di7>ic4aQ  uil  nn  excallont  rlini«al  iM<b«r,  but  ft  ilm 
«BlinlB  ovldenva  of  uiesteiHiv«aoi(anittlnnwon  hii  pnnwidi  t)ii!  Ulanioravf 
MHBUtgaolon  thiiddeor  iha  Atlaneic." — Load^  SrilWt  U44i*!afJ^ra^ 

''  It  isnoL  olleii  that  8riti«b  ciiiia  cummcnd  nn  Ameriean  twoki  aawfau 
thoir  approTul  is  nbtiinad,  wo  mn;  roet  iMUTCd  tbnt  llie  wurk  winiaendiJ  i> 
lit  uo  ordiimrj'  merit.  Dr.  Bodfonl'j  book  l>  ebiMcteriitrd  hf  I>r.  tSior^U  m 
'worth/  of  i\s  author,  a  credit  K  hia  tounlpr,  tnil'a  rahuilila  Koaa  at  i^tat 
|lpn  to  the  prafeaaion  at  large-'  We  bars  rend  eiery  pn^e  of  the  work,  mi 
feel  cnllod  upon  to  aay  thai  we  regard  It  ns  the  moal  valuable  eonlributlon  ec 
ths  Bubject  ev«r  offered  to  the  prufeaBlon.'V— fj^rlcafpq  iWtit.  Jounuj  aai  Rt- 
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CHEMICAL  AND  PHARMAGEIfTiCAL  LABORATORY. 

'W.  J.  BC.   GORDON  A  BRO., 

J)ruffffuts  and  Man'  jadurmg ,  CkevmUt 
N.   B.  Comiir  of  Central  Avenue  end  Xiffhth  Bts., 
•  CIKCnnf  ATI   OHIO. 

Wi  have  oar  Laboratory  on  Eighth,  East  of  Broadway,  in  raoces^ful  opera- 
tion, nnd  solicit  attention  to  the  articles  ve  are  mamifactttriBg,  which  oontial 
of  a  General  Assortment  of  CktwdealM^  FUdd  ExirmeU,  PnxlwuUe  Prindplm 
of  IndigenouM  Subttancet,  OUo-Reiinit  EUureal  Oil$9  afuf  PhmrmaeeMiUal  Pre 
pTwtUm9  tftU  Hindi. 

We  h.iTQ  constontl  J  on  bend  Chendcab  fbr  Aniljids,  Tan  Re^^nts,  Chem- 
ical Apparatos,  and  Test  ChesU, 

SHOP  FimNITUBJB,  TiABTgTiR, 
Aad  ereiTthing  appertalaiiq^  to  Ifaa  wants  of  tM  Hedlosl  PNrfbiiion,  kepi  la  a 

finit-daes  drag  store. 

We  solldl  the  Attentieto  of  Fhyndans  to  oar  stodr.  W^  guarantee  erery 
article  we  sell  to  bedf  thf.Ter^^bealiiQalfty.  Tlia  Oanne*i.  ami  Pbamu- 
eomoAi*  PaiiARATioks  are  prinetpallT  of  ow  own  Manofkctavob 

The  mail  is  a  cheap,  safb,  and  speedy  way  of  oeBdlng  antell  paduges.  Post- 
age in  suefa  eases  muni  scoompany  Ihe  oide^. 

Wo  are  prspsfod  to  fillOnksm  wilfti  promptness  and  enfiire  eatisfhctfon  lo  par- 
chasers.    We  put  up  all  articles  neatly,  and  pack  them  with  care. 

For  the  convenionoa  of  ow  cnstomcfs,  wo  will  supply  ihoir  OKders  for  medi- 
cal and  other  books,  ft.  thf  book^Uen*  lowest  piioea. 

Cr  Prices  current  wtll  be  found  in  the  January  KoJ  of  Che  Lancet  and  Ob- 
aOver,  or  we  will  send  them  oe  appHesAioe. 

CT*  Analysis  oado  piwmptly  of  any  tilMts  «««istoa  to  ei^ 
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^^^^^    NEW    PA'i'ENT 

RADICAL  CURE  TRUSS 

WiQ  Cure  vsdncibta  Hernia  (or  fUptuMpi  when  pimHy  s|i|di0d  and  out  Aieo- 
tions  followed.  We  have  the  privilege  or  refeiring  lo  Yroh,  valentine  Mott  and 
Willard  Parker,  of  New  York  ;  Proft.  R.  D.  Mussey,  Geo.  C.  Blackman,  J.  P. 
JiMikios,  Dr.  W.  H.  Museyi  knd  other sttigeorts  of  dncianali.  -Wo  aloe  imTo 
the  privilege  of  referring  to  many  persons  residiqg  in  Cinrinostl,  as  well  as  in 
New  York,  who  hare  been  cured  by  the  ufeo  of  tUs  Thiss.  It  ijas  met  the 
dettded  approval  of  the  entire  MoAeal  and  SmglesI  Pjrolkmloo  who  hate  examhied 
ii.    We  also  msnHfaetute  and  iocp'^or  tale, 

ELASTIC  STOCKINGS, 

fbr  the  cure  of  varfeoee  v^ekis ;  a  new  style  Suspensory  Bhndsee,  fbr  treatment 
of  vavkieele*  hy^oede,  ole.  lusmimeiUs'  foe  treatmcttt  of  Bom  Legs,  Chb  Foot, 
Curvature  of  Spine,  and  all  other  Fhyricai  Defi>fmlliea. 

ABDOMINAL  8UPPORT¥R8. 

Which  are  woni  with  nMieh  oomfiDti,  having  no  oleel  springs,  yelars  porfeol^ 
elastic,  with  shape  and  pressure  graduated  to  suit  the  caso  where  roqnisod.  Also 
a  general  assortment  of  sU  other  kinds  of  Trusses,  Supporters,  and  Shonlder 
Braces  on  hand,  or  mado  to  order. 

MARSH  k  CO , 

3  Vessey  Street.  New  York,  and 
MARSH,  CORLISS  k  CO., 
No.  6  fourth  Street  (two  doors  west  of  Main  St.),'  Cincinnati. 


Husband's  Jsiuglass  Adhesive  Plaster. 

Thie  Plastir  hu  been  fbnua  to  im  ftcltmrubiy  adsptcd  lo  Strnp^iiag  alter  Sur- 
gical operalions,  and  lu  a  dredging  to  clhit  uiciEeil  or  lacerntal  Kiiuuds.  It  ia 
cleanlj,  iiferisj  nppKcutibD,  adberee  liiniLV  ira/ioul  prBdudag  iHjlammattm ,  uiA 
being  aemi-truiaparent,  rUowb  of  an  eiiiniiTiatuni  of  tbe  puts  ^wilboat  ilieir 
hariog  to  be  disturbed  b;  IM  removal,  until,  in  man*  instance!,  ihu  aire4i  ef- 
fected. Tills  Plaster  ia  not  alTected  bj  age,  and  Ki!l  bear  eipoaure  lo  an;  cli- 
mate, 

^Tfae  folloiring^  teatimoniiOs,  frtun  Eomc  of  tha  mon  distin^inhed  Surgeon*  in 
the  U.  States,  will  shoir  the  estimatian  in  vhlch  it  it  beld  bf  the  pnfivjiioii : 

I  consider  tbe  Isinglas!  Flnsler.  prepared  hj  Mr.  Huabiud,  a  terf  i^oabl 
article  for  maaj  Surgical  puipogei.and  think  it  ought  to  be  iniro'luceil  bto 
general  practice.  W,  GIBSON,  U  D. 

PhiUdelphia,  Feb.  15  1844.  Prof,  of  Surg,,  etc.,  in  ihe  Unir.  of  Pnu.. 

I  bava  lued  tiM  TeinKlaw  Plieter,  prepared  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Mu^init,  and 
find  it  an  eieelleBt  article.  It  i»,  therefore,  with  mncb  pleasure  that  I  moM- 
mend  it  t-  the  profession.  THOMAS  D.  MUTTER, 

Phila.,  March  13,  lt:44.  Prof^uf  Burg.,  etc.,  in  Jeffereon  Med.  CuUnge. 

I  bate  repeatedlj  emplojed  tbe  binglua  Plaster,  made  bj  Thomaa  J.  iJva- 
liand,  ati  n  dresging  after  oiwratioog,  and  can  recommeDd  it  to  Ihe  faror  of  tti* 
Droression,  aa  ■  neat  and  unirritaliDg  application,  and  ia  man/  inrtanoH  ai  el- 

■  •     ■         -      ■  n  Adbwiio  Plaster.        JOS.  PANCOAST, 


Fhila.Ma;  13,1814. 


Frcf  of  AnatoiB?  in  Jefferson  Med.  t^Utx* 


HUSBABD'S  CALCOTED  MAOHSSIA. 

Medal  aiBuTded  at  lit  WorU't  Fair.  Ktui  Yert. 
IIH  superior  qualities  consist  in  its  freedom  from  unpleaaaal  tut«,  «swU 
or  other  dieagreeable  property,  and  wltbout  rongbneas  or  griitiocu  lo  die  wadi 
or  palate,  One  tea-spoonful  of  it  is  equal  in  atreugtb  to  iluee  or  four  tea- 
^poonrula  of  the  common  Calcined  Ua^esin ;  thus  combining  tmallDcM  of 
doBB  with  tfas  most  agreeable  form  In  irhich  Magnesia  cbd  be  admieiistatd. 

Far  aale  b;  DmggiaU  in  the   principal   Cities  of  (he  Ui^on.  and  b;  tbe 
mumfketurer,  T^OM&S  J.  HUSBAND 

PkiUdtlfiii*,  P>. 


CINCINNATI    KETREAT    FOE    THE    INS, 


TfftB  Institution,  nnderthe  charj^e  of  I>r.  MMd,  is  now  «_ 
for  the  admisBion  of  patienls.     A  few  select  eases  only  can  be'»- 
ceived.     Tbe  buildinj;  selected  for  the   pnrpoea  is  tha  <lrg«lU 
maoEion  formerly  occnpied  by  Qeu.  Orabitm.  B)«q.,  on  Vino-Slnat 
Hill,  at  Lbe  terminua   of  Ohio  Avenue.     The  loctOity  U  ooaTI 
ient.  and  at  the  same  time  retired.     Tbe  advnntagoa  of  Im 
iroBtnient  will  be  combined  with  domeetio  comforls,  a  desider 
not  to  be  enjoyed  in  public  inGtitntioDB.* 

The  proprielor  is  sufficiently  well  known  in   connection  i 
this  specinity  to  need  only  a  reference  to  his  numerous  met 
frionda  throng  bout  lbe  country. 
-For  terms  aud  olber  particulars  letten  may  be  sddr«NSil  U 
EDWARD  MEAD,  M.D., 

CilKMMrit,  OU 


A  NEW  m  IMPORTANT  INVENTION, 

BT  DOUGLAS  BLT,  M.D. 


m  Bt  frequent  difisectionB  Dr.  6Ij  h«8  succeeded  in  embodf- 

m  ing  the  principles  of  fhd  natural  leg  in  an  artificial  one>  and 

.      JJ[  by  so  dping  has'  produced  Che  most  complete  and  suoocmAiI 

r^"^^^  S^  inTenUons  cfTer  attained  ni  arfificiar  legs. 

The  State  Medical  Soeiei^  ^  Ohio  etuhnee  ii  tku9: 

**  Reeohed,  That  we  hare  witnessed  the  exhibition  cf  Dr.  Douelas  Bfy'i 
Ball  and  Socket-JoinW  Artificial  Leg,  with  extreme  satisfaction,  and  are  free 
to  express  the  fact  that  its  motions  and  mechanism  surpass  ererTthing  of  tb^ 
kind  that  we  hsTe  erer  become  acquainted  wi^.^ 

It  is  also  endorsed  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine 

In  ^ew  York  Citj,  and  by  Surgeons  generally  who  hare  bad  an  oppotiuiity 
to  teamine  it. 

A  Letter  frenh  a  Patieni  Wearing  the  Leg  .* 

"  De  D.  Blt. — Dear  Biir: — ^The  leg  you  made  for  me  serres  me  better  than 
I  erer  Supposed  any  artificial  leg  could. 

«  I  l^tve  mowed  my  grass  myself ;  and  that  too  on  the  marsh,  where  it  (s 
reiy  boggy.  I  have  cradled  my  oats  mTself,  and  raked  and  bound  them ;  and 
haTe  been  all  around  the  neighbiDrhood  thrciidDg.  In  hteX%  I  can  do  almoet  all 
Unds  of  work.  

"  The  side  motion  at  the  ankle-joint  ia^rorth  ererything.  If  I  step  on  a  itidc 
or  stone,  or  on  any  uneven  plice,  <l^e;  e»klmi#ld»  juet  Mio^gh  to  let  the  foot  ac- 
oommodate  itself  to  it,  and  tliereby  \ffiytv^A  all  4vu9bM9g.  .immI  iDoqareiileiiot. 

"  Most  reqwst^UUy  .«i»d  thiwfiiUy  Toara» 

"  Chelsea,  Mich ,  Aug.  15th,  1861.  H.  t  Dkak^ 

A  pamphlet  containing  Aill  description  and  illustrations  can  be  had  withoa 
charge,  by  addre«iD«  DOUGLAS  BLT,  M.D. 

.     ^     ,         ,  Soektiter^  N^  T.;  or,  Cmcmnati^  0, 

M^X  JrOCHER, 

Surgical  and  Dental  Instrument  Maker, 

Sixth  Street,  between  Vina  snd  Baee,  Cinoinnfttiy 

(Ohio  Medioal  GoUtg*  BnUdlngO 

'Hnases,  Abdominal  Supporters.  Apparatus  for  Deformities  proftarfonally 
a^usted.  8yring«s»  Ii^esttngt  8lOBUiai»  and  Cvppiog  Puinps  ooostantly  on 
hsjid. 


WILLIAM    2.    RBBS, 

guocessor  to  Drs.  N.  C.  k  D.  N.  Daniels, 

TRUSS,  BRACE  AKD  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

MAXvwAQruMMm  or 

•1/KGlCAL  A9iD  DBHTAIi  IVSTKirHBlfTS,  ASTIVIOIAI^ 
I<B«S«  AMMMf  KAimSt  AHO  If OSB8» 

KO.  71 V.  SGCTH  ST..  OIHCINITATL  OHIO. 


unui  aixiu. 

M^Uand  AccommodatiOD 

IHjp  Eiprew 

Coliimtmi  Aceommodatlon 

Xenla  AceommodBtloii 

Dajlon,  flanditaky,  Tol«do  taA  fotrait  H^.  • . 

I^Billon  AccoDimodation 

Ridmond,  Dijloii,  uid  BeQeTiintuDiB  EzprMS 

D{iTton>  7<iledo  •»]  Detniit  Eiprtn 

GlcndnU  Accommodalion. . .'... ' 

ColumbuB  Eipreu  for  Eastern  Citiei 

Aurora  Accommodktion 

Mwl........w.... 

VM 

Ac«omnod«tiOD > 

CUugo  Expn« 

Mall 

Sspran 

^^  enKTRoiATI,  1 

MOHMp  Gipvon^  ..,<.-.• 'k, 

Aceommodititt ,- 

JOHJT    is,    K 

CUPPER,  LEECHE] 

.     ,      TEETH    BXTB 
mnitiA,  no.  as  seventh  btbeki 

OINCIKITATI,  C 

8«ediBb  Leeches  klwayi  on  liind,  iml  ft 

JKj.    163   Sace  SCrett,  a  ftw   Dim 
.  ,  ^  OlSCISNATI.   C 

R.  H.  JOKNSOS 
EYE   and   EAH    S 

Broadway  Hotsl— Corasr  of  Bromdv 

OinOINIfATlt  OI 


I^li 


lOAL  &  SCIEMTIFIO  BOOEB! 


RICKEY,  MALLORY  &  CO., 

PUBLISHERS, 
BOOKSELLERS,  STATIONERS  ft  IMPORTERS 

(PIKE'S  OPERA-HOUSE  BUILDING,) 

HO.  73  WEST  POTOTH  8TBEET,  CUrOINHATI, 

Inyite  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Profession  to  their  large  and  unequaled 
stock  of  Medical  Books.  By  close  attention  to  this  branch  of  their  business 
they  have  secured  advantages  which  enable  them  to  effer  superior  indacements 
to  Physicians  and  Stadente  in  want  of  Medical  Bpoks. 

ExcLosiTK  Special  Agents  for  the  publications  of 

Musis.  BLANCHARD  k  LEA,  Musas.  S.  S.  k  W.  WOOD. 

"       LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTON.        "      J.  B.  LIPPINCOTT  k  Co. 

Foreign  Books,  old  or  new,  imported  to  order.  Particolar  attention  paid  to 
the  collection  of  Rare  Works. 

BOUNDS  &.IMKABIM. 

RICKEY,  MALLORY  k  CO.are  the  Sole  Agents  in  the  West  for  Boha*s 
Celebrated  Library  Series,  including  the  Standard,  the  Classical,  the  Antiqna- 
lian,  the  Philological,  the  Ecclesiastical,  and  the  British  Classics,  eomprittng 
in  all  orer  500  Volumes,  and  embracing  every  department  of  Literature. 

A  fbll  sapply  of  the  above  valuable  books  aiay  be  fbund  at  aU  times  apon 
their  shelves,  m  cloth  and  fine  bindings. 

o — 0 

CHOICE  BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH,  FRENCH  AND  GERMAN 

I!f  AliL  DBPAItTkBIVTS  OF  I^ITBBATVBB^ 

CompristAg  HJffpry  and  Bioarufikjfy  yonaQt9  and  Trav^U,  PoUHcal  Eeanamf 
and  Oternmeni,  Meiapkynet  and  EtkSu,  TkeoU^,  Poitr^  Pietikn^  BeUes 


LeUfeM  and  CrUidwm,  Naiwral  Seiencei,  Dieiionartea  and  Workt  9fReferenet 

Their  stock  embraces  mow  of  the  Standard  A«lhors»  both  in  English  and  the 
ether  modern  languages,  thin  any  oUMrvooUecti«n  in  the  Weit. 

Many  of  the  Works  on  tlieir  Selves  are  now  dilllcult  to  be  procured  among 
the  trade,  fome  being  wholly  out  of  print,  others  icaice. 

The  eleg.uit  and  well  printed  editions  of  the 

Che&  d'CEuvre  of  French  LdterattLre, 

which  may  at  all  times  be  found  in  their  stock,  are  speciallv  worshv  of  atten- 
tion. The  whole  forms  a  most  desirable  collection,  sjid  will  reward  the  exam- 
ination of  the  ScHOLAE,  the  Bibuopole.  and  the  Amatxue. 

0 — 0 

PUBLIC  AND  PBIVATE  LIBBABIXS. 

To  gentlemen  purchasing  for  Public  and  Private  Libraries,  their  stock  oflTett 
peculiar  advantszes,  from  its  completeness  in  all  the  different  deparime&ts  of 
Literature,  as  well  as  the  lai^  variety  of  the  best  editions  and  styles  of  bind- 
ing. 

All  works  warranted  to  be  of  the  latest  editions.  Any  book  sent  by  mail, 
free  of  postage,  on  receipt  of  retail  price.  Complete  Catalogues  furnished 
gratis.    Addre3S 

RICKEY  MAUiOfRT  Ac  CO.,  CInoiimati,  Ohio 


XaRBE  SaVARES  WCBT  or  TUB  QLD  WTABB. 


few  Centi^  Office, 


Opened  April,  186L 


B.   FBANK   FALMEB, 

.9iiMc<m-lrlHl  tn  the   MtdxcM  C;ll-j!,  nurf  nni,,»i,<U;    AniKur  "/  JV«  MJmM 

Haa  remOTed  to  ll>e  STONE  EDIFICE, 

20*0.  lOOD  01i«Btnut  Street.  Philadelplit*. 

Tbia  Establishment,  erected  >t  great  eipeuM  Tur  the  bufinm,  eoabtaM 
cvaiy  poeslble  comfort  and  fadlitj  for  Sorgico-Artistie  optrslfMi 

The  Proprietor  will  derote  bia  persona!  alteatioa  to  the  Prvtemoa  it  tliu 
Honw,  Bnd  construct  the  "Faimer  LiiiUM,''  (uader  the  Neir  i^tcnti,!  ita 
un«xitinp1ed  perfection.  Thousands  of  these  Limbs  are  worn,  (ibdogfa  Aw  am 
suapcoled,]  and  ■  gtiloi;  of  gold  and  Eitver  medals  (50  "  l-lrsl  Priiea"  urDO. 
over  all  competitioD,  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  world,  altoit*  th«  pidille 
value  of  these  larmtloiu.  All  genuine  >■  Palmer  Limbe"  hire  tttt  atautal 
the  In  Ten  tor  affixed. 

Pamphlets  whicb  contain  the  New  Rules  for  A  mpntations,  and  full  li 
tioii  fur  peraODB  In  want  of  limba,  aeiit  frep  ■'-      j  ..cants,  by  nmil  or  otb 

"nio  attention  of  Surgeons,  PhroirU..,  ^d  all  penoni  inl^vtntad,  iin 
respectful!}'  solEcilid. 

A't  former  partnerships  bare  expired  bv  limitation.    Addrem 

B.  FRANK.  PAL.UBR, 
,  No.  1G09  Chcstnal  St[«et,  FfaiU 


w 


S.  N.  HARSH,  CORLISS  &  GO^  Agenta,  CiniHnnati. 


SCISNTIFIC  AND  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 


ROBERT  GL&RKE  &  CO., 

PUBLISHERS, 

Booksellers,  Stationers,  and  Importers  I 

NO.  66  WEST  FOURTH  ST..   CISCUmATI,  O. 

Tbeir  Slock  enibriices  the  publications  of  Blancliard  Sl  I.cb,  P.  fl.  i  W 
Wood,  Lindas;  k,  Blouklston,  and  all  of  the  pronuncat  Ameriaa  Maficd 
Books  ;  aa  well  as  n  choice  collectiDU  of  Standard  English  attj  FivikIi  MoEoal 
Mid  SeientlBc  Bookl^, 

Agents  for  ttie  tuliliiations  of  H.  Bailliere,  London,  Forv(cn  Mptfcal. 
SeieittiGc  and  MiscellaBeoua  Books  imported  nilii  despauh,  awl  ailonHtaM 

Subtcriptions  receircd  for  British  and  French  Perioulculs. 

No.  fi5  Ve«t  Fourth  SiMl,  CiMiQBU,  Ofeb. 


.    OLAKKK. 


B.  D.  BJtaitxr. 


PHARMACEUTIC  GRANULES  AND  ORAGEES, 

GARNIER,   LAMOUREUX  &  CO. 


T.  A.  REICHABD, 


